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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times
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RVL Mayors, Senators Talk
About Mid-Town Direct

Former Westfield Councilwoman
Peggy Sur Passes Away at 86
Margaret “Peggy” Sur, a former

Westfield councilwoman, passed
away Novenber 27 at her home in  Bel
Air, Md. She was 86. She served six
years years as a councilwoman in the
1990s. Appointed by former Mayor
Richard Bagger, she was chairwoman
of the 1994 renovation of
Mindowaskin Park, according to her
obituary (see page 6).

Upon leaving town government,
Mrs. Sur began an effort to establish
a Union County animal swhelter, serv-
ing as its first president. She was a
member of the Cornerstone Society
of the Westfield Foundation. She is
survived by her husband of 62 years,
William Sur; four children, Katherine
Wein (Robert) of Bel Air, Md., Nancy
Sur (Abraham) of San Francisco,
Calif., Kevin Sur (Carla) of Elko, NV,
Patricia Sur (Bruce) of San Fran-
cisco, Calif.; seven grandchildren and
one great grandchild.
Malinowski Ripped for Support

Of Pelosi for House Speaker
The Union County Young Republi-

cans ripped Congressman-elect Tom
Malinowski for backing “career-poli-
tician and D.C. insider” Nancy Pelosi
for House Speaker. She was elected
by a vote of 203-32 A full vote will be
held in the next Congress in January.

“Young people in Union County
are fed up with New Jersey’s high
taxes and lackluster economic
growth,” said J.D. Bryden, chair-
man of the Union County Young
Republicans. “New Jersey has
more millennials living at home

than any other state in the nation,
and it’s disappointing that Mr.
Malinowksi has already decided
to turn his back on our young
people by supporting someone
who has done nothing to improve
our situation. Union County de-
serves a representative in Con-
gress who will fight for the young
people of Union County not
cuddle-up to D.C. insider politi-
cians like Nancy Pelosi. The fight
to reclaim CD-7 begins today.”

GOP Senators Ask DEMs to
Table Redistricting Proposal
The 15 members of the Senate

Republican caucus have sent a letter
urging the Democrat sponsors of a
proposed amendment to the New
Jersey Constitution to table their pro-
posal for redistricting legislative dis-
tricts. The GOP caucus says the pro-
posal is clearly designed to impart a
permanent electoral advantage to in-
cumbents and legislative candidates
from the Democratic Party.

In the letter to Senator Nicholas
Scutari (D-22nd, Linden) and Senate
President Stephen Sweeney (D-3rd,
Gloucester), the sponsors of SCR-
43/SCR-152, the GOP caucus said
that the opposition at a recent hearing
on the proposal was unanimous.

They said witnesses warned that the
proposal would constitutionally man-
date that future legislative districts be
drawn in a way that is mathematically
guaranteed to cement and even grow
the Democratic Party’s legislative ma-
jorities, while disenfranchising mil-
lions of voters through reduced com-
petition and less real choice.

Irvington Man, Juvenile
Arrested for Theft of Vehicle

Courtesy of William J. Palatucci
A FOND MEMORY...William J. Palatucci of Westfield was the executive director
of the New Jersey state campaigns for President George H.W. Bush in 1988 and
1992. He is pictured here with the President on July 22, 1992 at the Three Saints
Russian Orthodox Church in Garfield, N.J. Mr. Palatucci currently is special
counsel at the Gibbons law firm.

REGION — More than 20 mayors
met with their New Jersey State Sen-
ate representatives recently to make
the case for providing a one-seat ride
for commuters on the Raritan Valley
Line (RVL). The RVL Mayors Alli-
ance of 28 mayors from towns on or
near the train line represent more than
23,000 daily commuters “who have
had to endure, for decades, the incon-
venience and uncertainty of changing
platforms and trains at Newark Penn
Station,” according to a press release
submitted by Raritan Valley Line
Mayors Alliance Co-Chairs, Bound
Brook Mayor Robert Fazen, Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr, and Westfield
Mayor Shelley Brindle.

Senator Thomas Kean (R-21st,
Westfield), Senator Joseph Cryan (D-
20th, Linden) and Senator Christo-
pher Bateman (R-16th, Somerville),

listened to mayors express their frus-
tration about lack of direct service for
their constituents and concern about
a long-term negative impact on home
values. Mayor Mahr pointed out that
RVL is the only NJ Transit train line
that has track connectivity into New
York Penn Station, but no direct train
service during peak hours.

“First and foremost, this is about
improving quality of life for commut-
ers, but lack of mid-town direct train
service also has a negative impact on
home values and ability of businesses
to attract employees putting our towns
at a competitive disadvantage,”
Mayor Mahr said.

Mayors Mahr, Brindle and Fazen
previously met with the Senators, as
well as Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-
22nd, Linden) and Senator Michael
Doherty (R-23rd, Bridgewater) to
share a report that cited train lines with
equal or lower ridership have multiple
direct trains, while RVL has none.

Mayor Fazen pointed to the grow-
ing ridership on RVL as a result of
Transit-Oriented Development in
multiple towns on the line and stressed
the mayors were seeking service eq-
uitable to some other train lines.

The senators each expressed support
for the Alliance efforts to improve ser-
vice on the RVL, but noted that addi-
tional information about track capacity
and train schedules is necessary.

Mayor Brindle asked the senators to
request NJ Transit provide the necessary
information so the analysis can begin.
“We know this issue is complicated, but
believe there is a solution. The analysis
and planning for a one-seat ride has to
start now,” Mayor Brindle said.

The RVL Mayors Alliance also sent
a letter of support for a proposal to
limit opening the portal bridge during
peak hours. The proposal from Gov-
ernor Phil Murphy, U.S. Senators
Cory Booker and Robert Menendez
(both D-NJ) requests the U.S. Coast
Guard discontinue the practice in or-
der to provide some temporary relief
for New Jersey commuters. At issue,
are the ongoing train delays and can-
cellations caused when the portal
bridge malfunctions.

Anti-Semitic Graffiti Again
Found at a Westfield School

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — For the third time
in less than two months, anti-Semitic
graffiti was discovered at a local
school last week, prompting the clergy
of a Westfield synagogue to call upon
community leaders in the area to take
a strong public stance against this
recent spike in bias incidents.

The latest incident occurred No-
vember 29 at Edison Intermediate
School in Westfield. Principal Matt
Bolton informed parents in an e-
mail that same day that a student
“had defaced school property with
messages of hate directed at various
groups,” according to a December 2
article published by NJ Advance
Media.

“We take this act very seriously
and are working with this student,
their family, and the Westfield Po-
lice Department to ensure that this
student understands the significance
of their behavior,” the message con-
tinued.

Last week’s incident followed one
in which anti-Semitic and racially-
offensive graffiti was found October
6 spray painted on an exterior wall at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. Several days earlier, a swas-
tika was found in a bathroom at
Westfield’s Franklin Elementary
School, also reportedly the work of a

student.
Several similar incidents recently

occurred at schools in Summit as
well, according to published reports.

In a November 30 letter addressed
to the Temple Emanu-El commu-
nity, which also was forwarded to
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Rabbi Dou-
glas Sagal and fellow clergy mem-
bers at the Westfield synagogue noted
the increase in bias incidents. “While
this may reflect a national trend of
increased anti-Semitism and racism
and bigotry in our nation, this should
not be tolerated in our local commu-
nities,” the letter stated.

In their letter, Rabbi Sagal and his
colleagues appealed to civic and edu-
cation leaders in Westfield and neigh-
boring towns to take action to com-
bat bias within their communities.
They urged leaders to denounce, “in
the strongest possible terms,” ex-
pressions of anti-Semitism, racism
and bigotry; to treat all anti-Semitic
or racist vandalism as hate crimes; to
hold parents or guardians of minors
who commit hate crimes account-
able, and to emphasize at public gath-
erings such as governing body and
school-board meetings that, “bigotry
is not tolerated” in their communi-
ties. The entire text of the letter from
the Temple Emanu-El clergy appears
on page 4 of today’s newspaper.

WESTFIELD – Acting Westfield
Police Chief Christopher Battiloro
on Monday announced the recent ar-
rest of Dquan Dupont, 21, of Irvington
for the burglary and theft of a motor
vehicle, which occurred on Saturday,
November 24, at approximately 12:43
a.m. from the parking lot of a conve-
nience store located on the 800 block
of Central Avenue.

A 17-year old male juvenile from
Irvington was also arrested for the
burglary and theft of the motor ve-
hicle. He initiated a high-speed ve-
hicular pursuit with Garwood Police
while fleeing the area immediately
following the theft, according to
Westfield police.

Chief Battiloro indicated that the
vehicle was left running and unat-
tended in the convenience store’s
parking lot when it was stolen.

“This was a crime of opportunity,”
Chief Battiloro said. “I cannot stress
enough that we must not present crimi-

nals with chances like this to steal
vehicles. Please exercise common
sense and always take simple mea-
sures, such as turning off and securing
your vehicles when exiting them, to
protect both you and your property.”

Chief Battiloro added that the sto-
len motor vehicle was subsequently
utilized in the commission of a rob-
bery in Maplewood. He credited the
commendable investigative work of
Detective Nicholas Bruno with the
swift arrest of the individuals in-
volved.

Anyone with additional informa-
tion relating to this incident is asked
to contact Detective Bruno at (908)
789-6076.
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