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Kean: Murphy’s ‘Free’
College to Cost $20 Million

TRENTON — Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) said that a pilot program
announced by the Murphy Adminis-
tration that would shift the cost of
tuition and fees for some community
college students to New Jersey tax-
payers is misguided and unaffordable.

Sen. Kean said a “free” community
college pilot program announced by
Governor Phil Murphy will cost New
Jersey taxpayers $20 million.

“Free community college sounds
great, but nothing is really free,” Mr.
Kean said. “The Governor’s plan sim-
ply shifts $20 million of tuition costs
for a handful of students to New Jer-
sey taxpayers who are already over-
burdened. It’s a huge and unneces-
sary expense that the state cannot
afford to assume.”

Mr. Kean warned that the $20-mil-
lion cost of the pilot program could
become an annual expense of $200
million to $400 million if the pro-
gram is fully implemented statewide.

“The Governor just told taxpayers
that New Jersey is in such dire finan-
cial straits that he had to raise taxes by
nearly $1.5 billion,” Mr. Kean said.
“The truth is that the higher taxes
Governor Murphy implemented this
year on families and businesses were

only necessary to fund new spending
on unnecessary programs like ‘free’
community college. He hasn’t told us
yet which taxes he’ll propose raising
next to pay for the full cost of this
scheme.”

To support the state’s Fiscal Year
2019 budget plan, which included
funding for the pilot program, the
Governor and legislative Democrats
raised both personal income and cor-
porate business taxes. They also
implemented a new Internet sales tax
and taxes on sharing services, includ-
ing Uber, Lyft and Airbnb.

Mr. Kean noted that the Governor’s
tuition plan fails to address the under-
lying problem of escalating costs at
New Jersey’s community colleges that
have driven tuition to levels that are
unaffordable for many students.

“Our community colleges should
be an affordable option for every
student who chooses to continue their
education,” said Mr. Kean. “Unfor-
tunately, the Governor’s tuition
scheme merely papers over the prob-
lems that have led to tuition growth
without fixing them. That virtually
ensures that the cost to taxpayers for
‘free’ community college will grow
well beyond the already expensive
estimates.”

Courtesy Jim Lowney/County of Union
FUTURE OFFICERS...Union County Sheriff Peter Corvelli, left, joins Undersheriffs Dennis Burke, Mickey Colon and
Jonathan Parham in congratulating the graduates of the 2018 Union County Sheriff’s Youth Police Academy during a
ceremony at the Rahway High School Performing Arts Center. More than 100 middle- and high-school students from
throughout Union County graduated this year’s program. Recruits in the youth academy received hands-on experience in
a wide variety of emergency services and law enforcement functions and training. During the program the teens engaged in
physical training, attended lectures and, through class trips and visits by guest speakers, also met with representatives from
several law enforcement agencies.

Lance Meets With Juvenile
Diabetes Research Found.

SEARCHING FOR A CURE...Congressman Leonard Lance (R-7th, Westfield)
welcomes the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation to his Westfield District
Office last week for a discussion on federal health policy.

WESTFIELD — Congressman
Leonard Lance (R-7th, Westfield)
welcomed the Juvenile Diabetes Re-
search Foundation to his Westfield
District Office this week for a dis-
cussion on federal health policy.
Mr. Lance, a member of the Energy
and Commerce Health Subcommit-
tee, was on the forefront of passing
the 21st Century Cures legislation
into law and now the subcommittee
is working to implement its man-
date of improving medical innova-

tion and giving the National Insti-
tutes of Health more funding and
research capabilities.

“This wonderful and supportive
group has built a network that is giving
hope to patients and families. I thank
the parents for their advocacy and I
commend these young men and women
for their bravery and determination. I
hope the day is soon when we rid the
world of many of these public health
challenges,” Mr. Lance said.

Mr. Lance has supported measures
in Congress to expand access for the
next wave of diabetes management
technologies. These promising inno-
vations, along with other new ideas,
must move through the federal ap-
proval pipeline to come to market.
Mr. Lance has championed stream-
lining and improving this process to
ensure safe, improved technologies
reach patients in a timely manner.
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ADOPTING RED TRAIL...Hikers along the Red Trail in Union County’s
Watchung Reservation will find the going a little easier, thanks to a group of
hardworking Adopt-a-Park volunteers. Organized through Jersey Cares and
the UC SHOUT (Union County Students Helping OUT) youth initiative, the 20-
strong group helped to restore a chronically wet section of the trail by applying
gravel to a raised “turnpike” that enables excess water to percolate through.
Any individual or group is welcome to join Adopt-a-Park/Adopt-a-Trail. For
more information, visit ucnj.org/parks-recreation, call (908) 789-3683 or e-mail
bkelly@ucnj.org. For quick links to all Union County environmental programs
and activities, visit The Green Connection.

Elections Board Seeks
Bilingual Poll Workers

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Elections is actively seek-
ing bilingual poll workers who are
interested in helping eligible voters
in the community exercise their right
to vote.

Poll workers are paid $200 to work
from 5:15 a.m. to 8:15 p.m. on Elec-
tion Day and must be available to
work both the June Primary Election
and the November General Election
during the year.

Poll workers must be 18 years of
age, be registered to vote in Union
County and must be a resident of Union
County. Poll workers also are required
to attend a training seminar.

Those interested in serving or who
need more information are asked to
call the Union County Board of Elec-
tions at (908) 527-4123.

The application for appointment as
a Union County poll worker is avail-
able for download on the Board of
Elections website at ucnj.org/board-
of-elections.

Cranford PD Implements
Special Needs Registry

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Police Department is taking steps to
make it easier to help residents who
may be lost or have trouble communi-
cating with officers. The new special
needs registry is specifically designed
for those who may be challenged with
developmental disabilities such as
autism, dementia, Down syndrome
or other special needs.

The program was formed to better
assist loved ones who might be at a
higher risk for wandering from home
and getting lost. By voluntarily regis-
tering, the Cranford Police Depart-
ment will have access to personal
information should they encounter an
individual who has difficulty speak-
ing or identifying themselves.

Interested family members will be
asked to complete a descriptive ques-
tionnaire regarding their family mem-
ber in need, providing the registrant’s
height, weight and other information

useful to first responders, such as
emergency contacts, a recent photo
of the individual and his or her home
address.

The information will be kept on
file at police headquarters and will
be accessible at times such as during
an encounter where an individual
can not tell officers where he/she
lives, or beneficial in cases where a
person is reported missing, so that
his/her pedigree and photograph are
immediately available to respond-
ing police officers.

The program is completely volun-
tary and all the information kept on
file will remain confidential within
the police department.

To complete and file a registration
form, or for more information, con-
tact Officer John Rattigan of the
Cranford Police Department’s Com-
munity Policing Unit at (908) 272-
8989.

Lawmakers Call for Hearings Into
 NJ Transit Delays, Cancellations

TRENTON – Assemblyman An-
thony M. Bucco (R-25th, Randolph)
and Assemblywoman Nancy Muñoz
(R-21st, Summit) have called for leg-
islative hearings into cancellations
and severe overcrowding on NJ Tran-
sit trains.

“Where is the accountability here?”
asked Asm. Bucco, who is a member
of the Assembly Transportation Com-
mittee. “It is one excuse after another,
and while the problems are getting
worse, Transit hasn’t explained how
this mess is going to be fixed. We need
answers and we will request that the
chairman of the Transportation Com-
mittee have Transit officials appear
before the committee to provide them.”

Seventeen trains on six different
lines were cancelled earlier Monday,
piling onto Friday’s announcement that
the Raritan Valley Line direct service
to New York and the Atlantic City Line
will be suspended for four months.

“Last year was supposed to be the
‘summer of hell,’ but somehow this
year is so much worse,” said Asw.
Muñoz, whose district is serviced by
the Raritan Valley Line. “There has to
be better options than canceling trains
at the last minute or shutting down lines
altogether. Commuters depend on NJ
Transit to fulfill its commitments and
provide adequate service. This is not
just an inconvenience for commuters; it
can upend their entire life.”


