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Garwood Democrats Split
On Their Primary Candidates

I want to set the record straight
on a less than forthright state-
ment in last week’s letter where
my friend, former Councilman and
sitting Planning Board member,
Bill Nierstedt, accused the Todisco-
Ince-Benoit team of keeping funds
from the 2017 council campaign.
Last year, many donations were
made to the “Elect Todisco and
Graham” campaign, not to the
Garwood Democratic Club. The
loan from the Democratic Club
was repaid in full. Then, Sara and
I, as the names in “Elect Todisco
and Graham,” both agreed any
funds above the loan amount
would go to the “Democrats for
Garwood” campaign. When I was
asked at the last Democratic Club
meeting to confirm my wishes
regarding the funds I did so ver-
bally for all to hear.

Mr. Nierstedt explained quite
well how the Garwood City Com-
mittee is formed and how it func-
tions. He explained how the com-
mittee is comprised of eight
elected officials to interview and
then approve a slate of candi-
dates for the positions of Mayor
and Council. Unfortunately, three
members of the Committee were
forced to recuse themselves
(Mayor Lombardo and his wife
Carol, as well as Councilwoman
Todisco) leaving only five to de-
cide the candidacies of those who
came before them. Four people
(less than a majority of the full
Committee) basically told Coun-
cilwoman Todisco that it wasn’t
her turn yet and that she would
have to wait almost five years to
give running for Mayor another
try. To me, folks, that is a shame.
But, as Mr. Neirstedt stated in his
letter, “Councilwoman Todisco is
free to run at any time for any
elective position that she desires.”

Last year, when I ran for Council
beside Councilwoman Todisco, I
witnessed first hand how well she
knows this town and its residents.
She never shied away from the
concerns that they expressed or

tried to blow her own horn regard-
ing the many contributions she
has made and continues to make
each and every day for our com-
munity. Sara (a lifelong resident of
Garwood) has served on the Coun-
cil with distinction for over seven
years. She also serves as presi-
dent of the Education Foundation
of Garwood, which supports our
students year round, and serves
as chairwoman of the Union County
Commission on the Status of
Women. Sara works tirelessly in
many capacities to represent all of
the residents of our town and for
this she receives no monetary re-
ward, no blue ribbons or trophies.
She simply wants to make our
town better and help usher in a
new age in the history of Garwood.

This concern about Sara run-
ning without approval by literally
less than a handful of Democratic
Committee members is troubling
to me. After all, primaries exist
for a reason in our democracy,
and shouldn’t we celebrate de-
mocracy? I am proud to see her
fighting for what she believes in
and having the determination,
supportive organization, and stra-
tegic plan to give Garwood Demo-
cratic voters a choice about who
they want to lead our town the
next four years. Garwood de-
serves a leader that is willing to
fight, willing to take on chal-
lenges, and willing to work hard.
I know Sara loves Garwood, has
worked tirelessly to benefit the
community, and has the energy
to tackle any issue that may arise.

That is why I, along with the
majority of Democratic Club
members, including Council Presi-
dent Jen Blumenstock and Coun-
cilman Marc Lazarow, whole-
heartedly support the Todisco-
Ince-Benoit team.

Russ Graham
Garwood

Volunteers Are the Heart of Garwood
We are very excited to an-

nounce that the first-ever
Garwood Volunteer Rewards Card
program has been successfully
launched. All Garwood volun-
teers, from the Fire Department
to First Aid Squad to PTA and
many more, have received the
cards this month and cards are
valid through December 2019.
This card provides 10 percent off
goods and services at participat-
ing local businesses, with a couple
exceptions marked on the card.

This great program would not
have been possible without the
generosity and support of
Garwood businesses. We would
like to thank the following 12
businesses for taking part in this
initiative: Benvenuti Restaurant,
Cranford Plumbing, Crunch Fit-
ness, Daisy’s Taste of Cuba,
Dittrick’s Wines and Liquors, Dr.
Robert Wise, D.C., Karma Salon

Studio, Kessler’s Corner, Mobile
Concepts, Rudy’s Restaurant,
Sana Acupuncture, and The Sta-
tion Bar and Grill.

We’d also like to thank Ad-
vanced Printing for donating the
printing of the cards.

Volunteers are really the heart
of Garwood — the small town with
a big heart — and their hard work,
countless hours, and dedication
to making Garwood a great place
is much appreciated. Our local
business community is also deeply
valued for making our town vi-
brant. We feel showing our grati-
tude to our volunteers and en-
couraging shopping local are es-
sential to strengthening the bonds
within in our community.

Jen Blumenstock
Garwood Council President

Sara Todisco
Garwood Councilwoman

Call to Action By Congress for
Common Sense Gun Safety

I was so inspired to be a part of
the recent March for our Lives
organized by the students of
Westfield High School. I applaud
their efforts and congratulate them
on a job well done. The day was
filled with messages of hope and
a call to action.

We have had far too many mo-
ments of silence since Sandy Hook.
Our children and community de-
serve real action to stop the epi-
demic of gun violence in our coun-
try. We’re not alone and we’re not
helpless. There are many seem-
ingly simple, yet powerful things
we can do today.

More and more of our neighbors
are uniting to bring the change we
need. The phones in Congress are
ringing off the hook with calls for
commonsense gun reform, peace-
ful rallies are growing in numbers
in cities across the country, and
families and friends are gathering
together in their own living rooms
to talk about bringing violence
prevention programs to their

schools. The movement is grow-
ing and we must keep growing it.

There is reason to have hope
that we can prevent gun violence
before it happens through sen-
sible gun safety laws and pro-
grams in our schools and commu-
nities that help us identify the
signs and signals before a shoot-
ing happens and intervene.

To keep this hope alive and bring
the change we need, I am asking
everyone to take two simple ac-
tions today. First, call Congress-
man Leonard Lance today and ask
that he support gun violence pre-
vention legislation to keep guns
out of dangerous hands. Secondly,
Make the Promise at
www.sandyhookpromise.org and
help bring Sandy Hook Promise’s
no-cost, violence prevention pro-
grams to our schools and commu-
nity. Together we can make the
changes needed and supported
by the majority.

Adele Lewis
Garwood

support in our endeavor to run
for Council. We are both proud
and honored to be on the “Demo-
crats for Garwood” ticket.

All three of us have chosen to
dedicate our lives to making a
difference and to benefit oth-
ers. Through law enforcement,
teaching, and legal advocacy,
we have made giving back our
livelihoods. We have applied
ourselves to our professions
with passion, and have striven
to continue learning along the
way, with each of us having
pursued additional graduate
education beyond our college
degrees. It is this dedication,
along with the ability to listen,
to think critically about the is-
sues, and to have rational team-
oriented discussions, that we
will bring to Garwood’s local
government.

There are those within Union
County Democratic politics that
have called out our team for
going against their wishes. How-
ever, elections are about the
people’s wishes. We must make
sure that Garwood remains free
and independent, and able to
make the best decisions for our
town’s future.

Garwood is at a pivotal mo-
ment. Garwood needs strong
leaders who will proactively over-
see redevelopment, establish
open communication with the
community, and ensure our town
remains fiscally responsible.

We are proud to be part of the
team that is proactive, not re-
active. Garwood needs your
support—please cast your vote
for the Todisco-Ince-Benoit
team on Tuesday, June 5 on
column “Democrats for
Garwood.”

Michael Ince
Sean Benoit
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