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Garwood Independence And The
Best Decisions For Our Future

Garwood is at a tipping point.
At such a crucial time in this
town’s history, the citizens of
Garwood deserve the right to
choose the strongest leaders for
their community. For years, the
Union County Democratic Party
has used a closed-door commit-
tee process to determine who
should run for office in our town.
While this is an internal process,
democracy enables primaries for
a reason — so multiple people
can run for their party’s nomina-
tion to compete in the General
Election. After seven years on
the Council, a record of success,
and strong connections formed
with the residents, Sara Todisco
has decided to run in this June’s
Primary because she believes the
voters deserve a choice. We be-
lieve that Sara represents the
strong leadership that will lead
to a stronger Garwood. She brings
new ideas, boundless energy, and
the experience to get things done
to better our community. That’s
why we chose to run with her as
we seek your support in our en-
deavor to run for Council. We are
both proud and honored to be on
the “Democrats for Garwood”
ticket.

All three of us have chosen to
dedicate our lives to making a
difference and to benefit others.
Through law enforcement, teach-
ing, and legal advocacy, we have
made giving back our livelihoods.

We have applied ourselves to our
professions with passion, and
have striven to continue learning
along the way, with each of us
having pursued additional gradu-
ate education beyond our college
degrees. It is this dedication,
along with the ability to listen, to
think critically about the issues,
and to have rational team-ori-
ented discussions, that we will
bring to Garwood’s local govern-
ment.

There are those within Union
County Democratic politics that
have called out our team for go-
ing against their wishes. How-
ever, elections are about the
people’s wishes. We must make
sure that Garwood remains free
and independent, and able to
make the best decisions for our
town’s future.

Garwood is at a pivotal mo-
ment. Garwood needs strong
leaders who will proactively over-
see redevelopment, establish
open communication with the
community, and ensure our town
remains fiscally responsible.

We are proud to be part of the
team that is proactive, not reac-
tive. Garwood needs your sup-
port—please cast your vote for
the Todisco-Ince-Benoit team on
Tuesday, June 5 on column
“Democrats for Garwood.”

Michael Ince
Sean Benoit

Candidates for Garwood Council (D)

More Letters to the Editor
Why Dem Party Supports Lombardo

For Mayor, and Not Sara Todisco
This is not another letter ex-

plaining why the Garwood Demo-
cratic Party supports Charles
Lombardo for Mayor with
Jennyfer Guerrero and Vincent
Kearney for Council. It is a letter
explaining why the Chairman of
the Garwood Democratic Party
supports Charles Lombardo for
Mayor, and not Sara Todisco.

Last year when Sara Todisco
and Russ Graham ran their elec-
tion for Council it was not a uni-
fying force in the party. There
was disagreement about her run-
ning mate and campaign strat-
egy, but as she was the incum-
bent the party and Committee
respected her wishes. While there
were many new faces entering
the Democratic Club during this
time, they were not invited to
participate in many respects. A
campaign should be a uniting
force to drive the party forward
and provide opportunity for
newer members to learn the pro-
cess. Yet, for the most part this
did not happen as Sara only
worked with a small group of her
own people. Even so, as the Party
we all stood by Sara and sup-
ported her in her campaign. In
return, she barely eked out a
victory for herself in Garwood
while Russ ended up losing. Sup-
port for other Democrats up and
down the slate was tepid at best.
This is not a success story, as she
claims.

Union County Democrats (both
the county and many other local
parties), Mayor Lombardo, and
our own Garwood Democrats
have supported and defended
Sara on many occasions over the
seven years that she has been on
Council. We all provided support
and knowledge, opening doors
she would not normally have ac-

cess to as an individual starting
out. Politics is about knowledge
and connections. One can learn
the knowledge aspect over time,
but someone who wants to build
connections needs to show loy-
alty and respect to those that
participate in their successes by
giving them the room to grow
and make connections while
learning the ropes.

If I felt Sara was running for
something other than pure op-
portunism and self-interest, I
would have supported her for
Mayor during our Party’s screen-
ing process. However just being
told by her “people”, and her,
many times that ”it is her time to
run” and that “she has vision”
with no other reason given, with
no explanation of this “vision”,
doesn’t do it for me, as Commit-
tee Chairman, or for that matter
the majority of the Committee.
This is why the Committee ulti-
mately selected Charles
Lombardo to run for re-election.

After many discussions with
Sara, by myself and others on
the Committee, about her want-
ing to run for mayor before and
during the selection process, she
still organized a rival slate. These
actions end up not just taking on
the Incumbent Mayor, but taking
on the entire Party and every-
thing it has built and stands for
by forming her hand-picked slate.
This was done while she still was
an active participant in the Com-
mittee process to interview and
select candidates for Council,
even as she was organizing
people, to run against them with-
out following the selection pro-
cess she was aware of as an
active participant! As a result of
this secretive behavior many
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people in the Garwood Demo-
cratic Party, who have helped
and supported Sara over the
years, feel betrayed and stabbed
in the back. Where is the loyalty
and respect for those who stood
by, trusted and defended her,
even as recently as the last elec-
tion?

As our Mayor, Charles
Lombardo has quietly worked for
Garwood for 24 years in total,
not continuous since 1986 as
claimed by Sara, returning to

public office after a seven-year
break to lead and serve Garwood
as Mayor at a pivotal time in our
community’s history. It is not
just what he does for our town,
which is quite often behind the
scenes, but what he adds to our
town with his extensive knowl-
edge and experience, built over
a lifetime of education and ser-
vice. Charles has built a team of
older and younger Democrats,
empowered them to do good to-
gether and to achieve tangible

things for our town, to have opin-
ions and minds of their own. As
Mayor, he provides our next gen-
eration of Democrats with lead-
ership by example while he sup-
ports their growth as individuals.
Just as he did for Sara Todisco.
He does not actively look for
people he can control or direct to
follow his will or remove them
from “his people” the moment
they express a difference of opin-
ion. Charles Lombardo puts
Garwood first, above all else, for
the benefit of all its residents,
not just a select few. We are
Garwood First, Democrats sec-
ond.

Hugh Sinclair
Chairman, Garwood Dem.Com.
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