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he would like to have the design
firms who submitted the request
for proposals come back with a
cost for design only and not con-
struction management fees.

The municipal building is to have
new summer hours after the com-
mittee voted 4 to 1, with Mayor
Hannen opposing, to offer non-
uniformed municipal employees
reduced hours between July 4
and Labor Day. The hours were
not fully disclosed at the meet-
ing, but the commissioners dis-
cussed having the municipal
building close at 1 p.m. on Fri-
days in the summer.

The township committee is to
vote on a Payment in Lieu of
Taxes (PILOT) agreement with
the redeveloper of 215-235
Birchwood Avenue. In public com-
ment, resident Rita LaBrutto re-
marked on the PILOT and the
recent planning board hearing of
the site plan application by
Birchwood Developers Urban Re-
newal Associates, LLC.

Ms. LaBrutto asked how much
the school district would get from
the PILOT, in which the township
is to receive 11 percent of rev-
enue in the first 15 years of the
30-year tax abatement should

the committee pass the agree-
ment.

“That has not been determined
yet...we are in the process of
discussing it. It is something on
our mind,” Mayor Hannen said.

Cranford schools could see an
additional expense of $210,000
based on her equations of an
additional 14 children, at a cost
of $15,000 per child to educate,
considering the seven, three-
bedroom units potentially each
have two children. The remain-
der of the total 225 units is a mix
of two-bedroom and one-bed-
room units.

In Ms. LaBrutto’s opinion, she
said the township would see a
net loss when considering the
costs to the school system, not a
net surplus as the township stated
in a memo. She also said the
township should budget funds to
conduct its own traffic study to
determine the need for a traffic
signal at roads intersecting with
Birchwood Avenue.

Cranford Passes Birchwood
Property Resolution

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – After much review
and discussion over a multitude of
meetings, the township commit-
tee adopted a resolution at Tues-
day evening’s public meeting that
will provide taxpayer relief through
the dedication of tax abatement
revenues to the Township of
Cranford public schools.

According to the resolution, on
December 9, 2011 the State Su-
perior Court, Union County, or-
dered the township to permit an
inclusionary 360-unit develop-
ment at 215-235 Birchwood Av-
enue. After this time, the town-
ship committee, drafting the reso-
lution, thought it a means to re-
duce the impact that the 200-to-
300 unit development would have
on Cranford’s taxpayers through
the large increase of population
consuming municipal services and
public school resources.

In early February of 2017 the

township acquired the property
and on April 26, 2017 designated
the property as a non-condemna-
tion area in need of re-develop-
ment, declaring the it the location
of a 225-unit inclusionary devel-
opment of the property. From this
the Birchwood Developers Urban
Renewal Associates, LLC (BDURA)
was formed for the purposes of
redeveloping the land pursuant to
the approved redevelopment plan.

According to the resolution,
BDURA will be working with the
Cranford public schools to develop
a “fair and equitable” formula to
allocate the Cranford Public Schools
a portion of Payments In Lieu of
Taxes (PILOT) to “reduce the im-
pact that the project may have on
the taxpayers by distributing to
the Cranford Public Schools a por-
tion of the PILOT the township
shall receive pursuant to the pro-
posed tax exemption under the
Long Term Tax Exemption Law.”

In other business, a second and
final ordinance to refund monies
from a 2006 bond structure was
also passed.

According to Commissioner Mary
O’Connor, the ordinance is struc-
tured to save the township over
$500,000 in bond payments over
20 years.

It was announced that between
April 1 through April 21 a Dis-
tracted Driving Campaign would
be launched within the township
to further deter drivers in Cran-
ford to talking on the cell phone
and texting while driving.

In addition, a proclamation was
read in honor of the 106th birth-
day of Cranford resident Kurt
Steiner. All members of the town-
ship committee wished Mr. Steiner
a happy birthday.

The next Cranford Township
Committee meeting is scheduled
for Tuesday, April 24, at 7:30
p.m. It will be held at the Cranford
Municipal Building at 8 Spring-
field Avenue in Cranford.

Cranford Twp Capital Budget to Be $3.8 Million

Denise Cafiero Is Chosen
As Educator of the Year

GARWOOD – Denise Cafiero, a
fifth-grade and sixth-grade math
and science teacher, has been
chosen as Garwood’s Educator of
the Year. She will be honored at
the 14th annual Appreciation Din-
ner sponsored by the Education
Foundation of Garwood.

Ms. Cafiero, a Bayonne native,
holds a bachelor’s degree in biol-
ogy with a minor in chemistry
from the College of Saint Eliza-
beth. She became an educator
through the New Pathways to
Teaching program at Hudson
County Community College. She
taught in Bayonne for five years
and is completing her fifth year
in the Garwood School District.

Teresa Quigley, Ed.D., the
borough’s superintendent of
schools, described Ms. Cafiero as
an “energetic, dedicated and kind
teacher” who has been nomi-
nated for this award every year.

Ms. Cafiero has lived in Garwood
for six years, and her daughter,
Kaeley, is a sixth-grader at the
Lincoln School.

The Appreciation Dinner, at 6
p.m. on Thursday, April 26, at
the Westwood, 438 North Av-

enue, will include a “tricky tray”
auction offering a chance to win
tickets to join the studio audi-
ence at Live with Kelly and Ryan,
Good Morning America, The View
and The Late Show with Stephen
Colbert as well as gift certificates
from local businesses.

Dinner tickets cost $45 in ad-
vance and $50 at the door. They
are available at the Garwood
Public Library, 411 Third Avenue;
the Lincoln School, 400 Second
Avenue, or through the founda-
tion president, Sara Todisco
(saramtodisco@gmail.com or
(908) 377-7890). Tickets will
cover a buffet dinner, beer and
wine. Mixed drinks will be avail-
able at a cash bar.

About 100 people attended last
year’s dinner, which raised al-
most $4,000 for the foundation, a
nonprofit, tax-exempt 501(c)3 or-
ganization. It was founded in 2004
to work with the Garwood School
District “in pursuit of educational
excellence.” It provides scholar-
ships to graduating eighth-grade
and high school students and
grants to Garwood teachers in
support of enrichment projects.

Pool-Fitness Center Uses
Funds For Life Jackets

CRANFORD — The Cranford Pool
and Fitness Center has a new
inventory of life jackets that were
purchased as a result of a dona-
tion from the Kenilworth Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars (VFW) and
also as the recipient of the AOAP
(Association of Aquatic Profes-
sionals) life jacket grant pro-
gram. Previously, the Fitness
Center did not allow life jackets
in its pools, but as a result of the
grant and the donation, a new
life jacket policy will be rolled out
soon.

According to the Pool and Fit-
ness Center, the pool staff is very
passionate about promoting wa-
ter safety and prevention of
drowning through the center’s

swim lesson program, as well as
through enforcement of rules and
regulations. These life jackets
will allow for improved safety
during swim lessons, as well as
being available for use at both
summer pool locations, especially
during open swim time.

The Cranford Pool and Fitness
Center expressed appreciation
to the AOAP and the Kenilworth
VFW for their generosity and com-
mitment to providing knowledge
and resources to swimming fa-
cilities across the country. “We
are very fortunate and plan to
pay it forward with drowning-
prevention education through-
out our community,” said a state-
ment from the center.


