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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Birchwood
deal between the township and
developer Birchwood Develop-
ers Urban Renewal Associates
LLC (BDA) is gaining ground af-
ter the planning board unani-
mously approved BDA’s site plan
application for 215-235
Birchwood Avenue at just past
midnight Thursday. At the be-
hest of Mayor Thomas H. Hannen,
Jr., the planning board decided
to continue testimony past its
cutoff time in order to complete
the testimonies of the applicant’s
experts, who included traffic, en-
gineering, architect and land-
scape architect experts.

The property, to be entitled
Birchwood at Cranford, is to house
225 apartments, with 34 of them
deemed affordable. This 34 rep-
resents 15 percent, a minimum
percentage municipalities re-
quest when a developer is look-
ing to build a multi-unit housing
complex. There will be 24 two-
bedroom, seven three-bedroom
and three one-bedroom afford-
able units, and 125 two-bed-
room, 51 one-bedroom and 15
one-bedroom with a den, mar-
ket-rate units.

The township, in a judgment
after losing a builder’s remedy
lawsuit with a previous devel-
oper of the site, is to fulfill an
affordable-housing obligation by
the end of the year. Plus, the
township has other prior obliga-
tions to fulfill, and a third-round
it has yet to settle. The reduced
number of affordable-housing
units at the Birchwood property
leaves the township deficient thus
far in fulfilling its obligation.

“The township is closer to clos-
ing out the Birchwood phase of
our affordable-housing obliga-
tion. We are in contact with the

special master to our plans for
fulfilling our obligations. We are
evaluating the impact of the re-
cent case out of Mercer County
on our current obligation,” Mayor
Hannen told The Westfield
Leader. Princeton and West
Windsor last month were ordered
by a Mercer County judge to
provide 753 and 1,500 afford-
able-housing units, respectively.

The apartments will be housed
amongst three buildings, each
four stories in height, containing
an enclosed garage on the ground
level and three floors of apart-
ments above. Parking also will
be provided in a t-shaped drive-
way and along a roadway next to
a grassy area for residents to use
as outdoor space. Total parking

Garwood Eyes Pursuit Of
Pact With Roselle Park

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Charles
Lombardo and the borough coun-
cil on Tuesday night decided to
pursue a conversation with
Roselle Park on a Department of
Public Works (DPW) shared-ser-
vice agreement. The discussion
will take place before the next
council meeting later this month.

Mayor Lombardo commissioned
Streets and Roads Sub-Commit-
tee Chairwoman and Council
President Jennifer Blumenstock,
Councilman Joseph Sarno and
Finance Committee Chairwoman
and Councilwoman Sara Todisco
to meet with Roselle Park offi-
cials.

Although he is open to hearing
about other possible shared-ser-
vice opportunities, Mayor
Lombardo said he will continue
on path assuming the shared-
services agreement will be final-
ized with Fanwood.

“We both agree in principle that
we should move forward for an-
other three years. We both would
like our council committees to
enhance the shared-service
agreement by adding street
sweeping,” said Mayor Lombardo,
discussing his recent meeting
with Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr.

Mayor Lombardo said he be-
lieves Roselle Park is “fishing” to
see what type of shared-service
agreement the borough has with
Fanwood. Mayor Lombardo said
he wanted the Garwood council
to note that Roselle Park cur-
rently does not have a DPW su-
perintendent.

Councilman Richard
McCormack said he was elected
to represent the residents, sug-
gesting he favors pursuing all
options on the residents’ behalf.

Ms. Blumenstock said the pro-
cess to finalize a negotiation could

take six months. She said she
was hesitant towards pursuing a
Roselle Park shared-service
agreement because Roselle Park
does not have a current DPW
superintendent.

Councilman Marc Lazarow said
he would not be opposed to con-
sidering an alternative shared-
service agreement, but it does
convey a “sense we are unhappy”
(with the existing Fanwood agree-
ment).

Ms. Blumenstock said other
variables must be considered.
“Let’s say the price is better,”
she said.

Ms. Blumenstock said the qual-
ity in service or other factors
fostering a beneficial relation-
ship may or may not exist. She
said she wanted council mem-
bers to realize there is an “un-
known” when working with a new
municipality.

Mr. McCormack said Fanwood
should not be offended that the
borough is entertaining other
shared-service agreements, as
the agreements could be revis-
ited every three to four years
just like elected officials can be
reelected.

Mayor Lombardo said the Fan-
wood superintendent had previ-
ously worked with Garwood so
the relationship had already ex-
isted for three years before the
shared-service relationship be-
tween the two towns had begun.

Ms. Todisco said the Fanwood
shared-service agreement has
saved the borough $200,000 over
the last three years.

Former councilman Jim Mathieu
said having a superintendent with
a “fully-vested interest” in both
towns could help Garwood. Mr.
Mathieu said Garwood and
Roselle Park should select a
shared superintendent together.

Mr. Mathieu said his opinion

will accommodate 436 vehicles,
with 317 spaces located under-
neath each building, and the re-
mainder placed throughout the
site.

The township committee was
expected to vote on a Payment in
Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) proposal
to be submitted by BDA as early
as Tuesday, April 10, Mayor
Hannen told The Leader. Once
approved, BDA is expected to
sign the contractual agreement
to purchase the property from
the township, Tony DiGiovanni,
a developer for BDA, told The
Leader.

BDA has an urban renewal sta-
tus which qualifies the developer
to propose a long-term tax abate-
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DISCUSSING POST OFFICE PLAZA...Cranford Downtown Management
Corporation (DMC) Director Gabe Bailer, standing left, DMC Chairman
Anthony Durante, standing right, asks township committee Monday to give the
approval to use donations for Post Office Plaza to redesign the plaza to make it
more conducive to events. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Cranford Township Planning Board
Passes Birchwood Developers Site Plan


