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Zoning Bd. OK’s St. Bart’s
Garage Construction

Six Newcomers Seeking Three
Council Seats in November

Planning Board Approves New
Development on Westfield Ave.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Control of
the township council will be at stake
in November, with six candidates new
to the political scene vying for the
three seats up for grabs.

The council presently is composed

of three Republicans and two Demo-
crats, and none of the three incum-
bents whose terms end this year —
Republican Llewellyn Jones and
Democrats Rose Checchio and John
Del Sordi, Jr. — are seeking new
four-year terms. Mr. Jones was first
elected in 2013 to fill the final year of
an unexpired term before winning a
full term in 2014, the same year that
Mrs. Checchio and Mr. Del Sordi
were first elected.

The Democratic candidates are
Joshua Losardo, an attorney who has
been involved in local youth baseball
and soccer leagues as well as the
Jewish Community Center; Elizabeth
Stamler, a lifelong township resident
who has been an assistant superinten-
dent of weights and measures for
Union County since 2010; and Roshan
White, a former Marine and Gulf War
veteran and member of the United
Association of Plumbers who has been
involved in local youth sports leagues.

Councilman Del Sordi, who is
chairman of the township Democratic
Party, said his candidates “will bring
common-sense solutions” to the coun-
cil and “work to reduce the costs of
essential services and improve the
delivery of those services to Scotch
Plains.”

The three Republicans seeking

council seats are Andrew
Bondarowicz, an attorney who cur-
rently is president of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Soccer Association; Sonali
Dalvi, an architect and a former mem-
ber of the downtown redevelopment
committee who is now an alternate
member of the planning board, and
Jeff Kowalczyk, a local business
owner who recently formed a group
of parents to focus on safety and
mental health issues in the schools.

Mayor Alexander Smith, the Re-
publican Party chairman, spoke of
the “good momentum going on in
downtown redevelopment, school
safety, fiscal responsibility and recre-
ation,” and said he believes his candi-
dates “are the right people to con-
tinue this momentum.”

The Republicans need to win one
of the three available seats to retain
the majority on the council while the
Democrats, if they swept all three
races, would regain the control they
lost after the 2016 election. Regard-
less of who wins in November, the
council on January 1, 2019 will have
combined governing experience to-
taling four years — two years each
for Mayor Smith and Councilman
Ted Spera. The current council has
nearly 13½ years of combined expe-
rience.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment last week gave
its unanimous approval to an applica-
tion by St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church to demolish
an existing garage, construct a new
four-car and a new three-car garage
and add new parking spaces.

The existing five-car garage adja-
cent to the church rectory will be
razed and replaced by 18 new park-
ing spaces. A driveway will be in-
stalled to the left of the rectory that
will lead to a four-car garage situated
behind the rectory building and be
used by the priests. A second garage
adjacent to the tennis courts will be
used to store church vehicles.

The process, Father John Paladino,
pastor, told The Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Times after the hearing, is part
of the church’s efforts to beautify and
upgrade its Westfield Avenue prop-
erty. The church also is planning to
repave its main parking lots.

In other business, the board gave
its approval to an application by

homeowners seeking to install a pool
and outdoor pavilion on their prop-
erty. George and Shari Erasmus sought
to put in an in-ground pool measuring
about 40 feet long and 22 feet wide at
the rear of their home at 20 Pheasant
Lane, and also to construct a pavilion
adjacent to the pool for grilling and
dining.

At the first hearing in March, the
board delayed final action on the ap-
plication due to concerns about what
some members felt was an incom-
plete set of drawings and renderings
of the proposed pool and pavilion.
During the March 1 hearing, architect
Raymond O’Brien showed a render-
ing of the pavilion, the 726 square
feet of which was lower than in docu-
ments the board had earlier been pro-
vided. There also was some confu-
sion over the exact location of the
pavilion. Additionally, some board
members expressed a desire to see
more details on planned landscaping
around the pool and pavilion.

After engineer Catherine Mueller
presented the board with the requested

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board on Monday unanimously
approved a major subdivision appli-
cation that will result in seven new
single-family homes and a new cul-
de-sac street off Westfield Avenue.

Ascot Partners LLC will raze two
existing homes and garages on adja-
cent properties at 2216 and 2222
Westfield Avenue, combine those lots
into a 1.6-acre parcel and then build
seven new homes facing a newly-
built street that will service the devel-

opment. The new neighborhood will
be surrounded by existing single-fam-
ily homes on Westfield Avenue,
Westfield Road and Evergreen Av-
enue, and a number of homeowners
from those streets attended Monday’s
hearing to express their concerns
about the development’s impact on
their own properties.

“I don’t like this application,” board
member Jeffrey Strauss admitted prior
to the application’s approval. He com-
plained about the seven homes being
“shoehorned in” among a dozen or so
existing residences and the increased

density that will result.
Earlier, engineer Thomas Quinn

said the seven new lots would range
in size from about 5,000 square feet
to about 9,500 square feet, with build-
ing footprints of 1,500 square feet to
2,300 square feet. The new street will
run along the southern edge of the
property, next to the rear yards of
homes that front on Westfield Road
and end in a cul-de-sac. Trees will be
planted along the road to shield it
from the Westfield Road properties
and, after comments from those
homeowners, Ascot Partners agreed
to also install a chain-link fence at the
rear of certain of those properties. A
sidewalk also will be installed in front
of the new homes.

A primary concern of some of the
dozen or so residents who spoke to
the board was the potential for in-
creased flooding. Mr. Quinn explained
that an underground water detention
basin will be installed under the new
street to move rainwater into the main
storm drain under Westfield Avenue.
The rears of the new properties also
will have drainage systems installed
underground to assist in handling
storm-water runoff. The engineer
called the property “a challenging
site” due to its flatness, meaning grav-
ity will be of minimal help in direct-
ing rainwater to its desired gathering
spot.

Several residents also expressed
concern about the displacement of
wildlife — specifically deer — once
the development is built and replaces
the large wooded area at the rear of
the two existing properties.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OPENING DAY IS NEAR...The area's youth baseball leagues will get underway
this weekend, and a few budding ballplayers began warming up last weekend at
Memorial Field in Scotch Plains.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GETTING GOLF SWINGS IN...Despite chilly weekend temperatures, a few golfers still chose to hit the links at Scotch Hills
Country Club in Scotch Plains.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
YOU GO, GIRLS!...Enthusiastic Girl Scouts wait for commuter customers at the
Fanwood Train Station on Monday evening. And yes, the photographer bought
some cookies, too.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A TRIBUTE TO DR. KING...Westfield held a vigil last Wednesday to mark the
50th anniversary of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The program
was held at the Westfield MLK memorial on South Avenue.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WE WILL NEVER FORGET...Westfield MLK committee member Elizabeth
Wolf speaks during  last  Wednesday’s vigil marking the 50th anniversary of the
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The program was held at the
Westfield MLK memorial.

Garwood Eyes Pursuit Of
Pact With Roselle Park

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Mayor Charles
Lombardo and the borough council
on Tuesday night decided to pursue a
conversation with Roselle Park on a
Department of Public Works (DPW)
shared-service agreement. The dis-
cussion will take place before the
next council meeting later this month.

Mayor Lombardo commissioned
Streets and Roads Sub-Committee
Chairwoman and Council President
Jennifer Blumenstock, Councilman
Joseph Sarno and Finance Commit-
tee Chairwoman and Councilwoman
Sara Todisco to meet with Roselle
Park officials.

Although he is open to hearing
about other possible shared-service
opportunities, Mayor Lombardo said
he will continue on path assuming the
shared-services agreement will be fi-
nalized with Fanwood.

“We both agree in principle that we
should move forward for another three
years. We both would like our council
committees to enhance the shared-
service agreement by adding street

sweeping,” said Mayor Lombardo,
discussing his recent meeting with
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr.

Mayor Lombardo said he believes
Roselle Park is “fishing” to see what
type of shared-service agreement the
borough has with Fanwood. Mayor
Lombardo said he wanted the
Garwood council to note that Roselle
Park currently does not have a DPW
superintendent.

Councilman Richard McCormack
said he was elected to represent the
residents, suggesting he favors pur-
suing all options on the residents’
behalf.

Ms. Blumenstock said the process
to finalize a negotiation could take
six months. She said she was hesitant
towards pursuing a Roselle Park
shared-service agreement because
Roselle Park does not have a current
DPW superintendent.

Councilman Marc Lazarow said he
would not be opposed to considering
an alternative shared-service agree-
ment, but it does convey a “sense we
are unhappy” (with the existing Fan-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10


