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10, Mayor Hannen told The Leader.
Once approved, BDA is expected to
sign the contractual agreement to pur-
chase the property from the township,
Tony DiGiovanni, a developer for
BDA, told The Leader.

BDA has an urban renewal status
which qualifies the developer to pro-
pose a long-term tax abatement, which
typically is about 30 to 35 years.

Should BDA’s PILOT agreement
pass the committee, BDA hopes to
begin construction in September 2018,
and completion could take about 18
months, Mr. DiGiovanni told The
Leader.

The project does not call for the
addition of a traffic signal at any
intersection with Birchwood Avenue.
BDA’s traffic expert, Elizabeth
Dolan, said the car counts that she
took at peak traffic times were too
low to trigger the need for a traffic
signal, a conclusion that planning
board member Bobbi Anderson
agreed with. However, Ms. Ander-
son said the traffic expert was remiss
in not studying traffic on
Bloomingdale Avenue where ve-
hicles commute on their way to the
Garden State Parkway. The Cran-
ford Police Department recom-
mended a traffic study be conducted
at the intersection of Birchwood Av-
enue and Bloomingdale Avenue.

Resident Rita LaBrutto said the traf-
fic study is “lacking” and suggested
the township hire its own traffic ex-
pert.

Township Engineer Bill Maisol said
a turning lane should be considered.

The applicant had agreed to plant
Green Giant arborvitaes, six feet high,
on the property line where residents of
the bordering Wadsworth Terrace live.
The species is to grow to a height of
about 30 feet at maturity, landscape
architect Christopher Karach said.

Resident Ryan LoForte asked,
“Other areas in Cranford — we re-
quired larger trees like 18 to 20 feet;
why not here?”
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steps to ground level.
Board member Carla Bonacci said

the deck design proposed had nine
stairs as well, so she did not under-
stand how the applicant could claim
the current stairs as “a hardship.”

The deck will have a dining table
for barbecues with no interference to
neighbors’ views, stated Mr. Chan-
dler.

Mr. Chandler said the utility and
enjoyment the deck will provide his
family will outweigh any detrimental
effects the deck will cause to the
neighborhood or existing structure,
which he considered none.

Sean McAleer, who designed the
deck for the applicant, said he de-
signs decks to fit their associated struc-
tures while keeping a fitting aesthetic
to the neighborhood.

Mr. Chandler said more homes are
being built in his neighborhood which
will have similar decks.

“I am at a loss. What would the
board suggest as an appropriate size
for my deck?” said Mrs. Chandler.

Mrs. Chandler said the process has
been going on for a year, while she
just wants to enjoy her backyard.

“I do understand your frustration,”
Mr. Masciale said.

Mr. Masciale said the height from
the rear door to access the backyard
was a challenging factor for the appli-
cant. Proper depth to the park with no
hindrance on neighbors was another
factor in the applicants’ favor, stated
Mr. Masciale.

Board member Eldy Pavon said
the applicants have been hindered in
enjoying their home, and that with the
deck nicely designed there should not
be a problem with a board approval.

Board member Frank Fortino said
the deck’s height will be undeniably
noticed by park visitors and remained
a factor on why he would not support
an approval.

The application was approved, al-
though board members Mr. Fortino
and Ms. Bonacci voted against it.

Thomas and Emily Reichart, of 420
Colonial Avenue, were unanimously
approved to construct a first-floor
and second-floor addition.

Sabrina Kelner and Simon Kelner,
of 315 Kimball Avenue, were unani-
mously approved to construct a one-
story addition.

Hockey Club expressed their support
for the proposal and indicated they
would partner with Mr. Anderson and
Union Sports Arena to insure that the
facility will be an asset to the commu-
nity. The members of the recreation
commission expressed their support
for the project, which will now go
before the town council.

In other business, the commission
unanimously voted to support the
Friends of the Westfield Memorial
Library’s plan to install free book
kiosks in town parks, the train station
and the Memorial Pool. The kiosks
would be similar to the one that was
installed by the Girl Scouts on East
Broad Street.

Mr. Bogardus provided updates on
the status of summer staff and life-
guard hiring and reminded the public
that the deadline for renewal of Me-
morial Pool memberships is Thurs-
day, April 12, and that online registra-
tion is available for both the pool and
the Summer Playground Camp. Many
new programs will be offered this
summer including swim lessons for
children ages 3 to 5 years old, yoga
and paddle boarding.

Mr. LoForte also asked to have the
developer be responsible for main-
taining the arborvitaes for at least five
years instead of two years as proposed
in the redevelopment agreement. BDA
conceded to the five-year maintenance
agreement.

Mr. Karach said the developer also
is agreeing to plant 277 trees on site,
which is 66 less than recommended by
the township’s environmental com-
mission.

The wetlands on the southwest por-
tion of the property remains untouched,
said Michael Dipple, the applicant’s
engineer.

The buildings in the flood plain will
be “at least three feet above that poten-
tial flood hazard area,” Mr. Dipple
said, noting it is above three to four
feet of the flooding that occurred in the
area during Hurricane Irene in 2011.

Additional flood-water storage ad-
jacent to the stream, downstream, also
is part of the plan, Mr. Dipple said.

Sidewalks are proposed for the
whole length of Birchwood Avenue,
Mr. Dipple said. Birchwood Avenue
also is to be elevated up to one foot.

The board granted a variance for the
signage, which is planned to sit six feet
high off the ground, where four feet is
the maximum height allowed in the
zoning law, and a design waiver for
siding.

The sanitary sewer system will re-
main as is, after Mr. Dipple testified
that his study of the system showed no
capacity issues. Ms. LaBrutto said there
was a portion of the pipe that needed a
lining due to poor conditions of the
pipe, per the township engineer’s re-
port provided during a court hearing
with the previous developer in their
builder’s remedy lawsuit. Mr. Dipple
said he did not study the condition of
the pipe.

Kristen Russell of Maser Consult-
ing, serving as planner to this board,
said the site plan application “satisfies
all goals and objectives in the redevel-
opment plan.”
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Garwood Eyes Pursuit Of
Pact With Roselle Park

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Charles
Lombardo and the borough council on
Tuesday night decided to pursue a con-
versation with Roselle Park on a De-
partment of Public Works (DPW)
shared-service agreement. The discus-
sion will take place before the next
council meeting later this month.

Mayor Lombardo commissioned
Streets and Roads Sub-Committee
Chairwoman and Council President
Jennifer Blumenstock, Councilman
Joseph Sarno and Finance Committee
Chairwoman and Councilwoman Sara
Todisco to meet with Roselle Park offi-
cials.

Although he is open to hearing about
other possible shared-service opportu-
nities, Mayor Lombardo said he will
continue on path assuming the shared-
services agreement will be finalized
with Fanwood.

“We both agree in principle that we
should move forward for another three
years. We both would like our council
committees to enhance the shared-ser-
vice agreement by adding street sweep-
ing,” said Mayor Lombardo, discuss-
ing his recent meeting with Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr.

Mayor Lombardo said he believes
Roselle Park is “fishing” to see what
type of shared-service agreement the
borough has with Fanwood. Mayor
Lombardo said he wanted the Garwood
council to note that Roselle Park cur-
rently does not have a DPW superin-
tendent.

Councilman Richard McCormack
said he was elected to represent the
residents, suggesting he favors pursu-
ing all options on the residents’ behalf.

Ms. Blumenstock said the process to
finalize a negotiation could take six
months. She said she was hesitant to-
wards pursuing a Roselle Park shared-
service agreement because Roselle Park
does not have a current DPW superin-
tendent.

Councilman Marc Lazarow said he
would not be opposed to considering
an alternative shared-service agreement,
but it does convey a “sense we are
unhappy” (with the existing Fanwood
agreement).

Ms. Blumenstock said other vari-
ables must be considered. “Let’s say the
price is better,” she said.

Ms. Blumenstock said the quality in
service or other factors fostering a ben-

eficial relationship may or may not
exist. She said she wanted council mem-
bers to realize there is an “unknown”
when working with a new municipality.

Mr. McCormack said Fanwood
should not be offended that the borough
is entertaining other shared-service
agreements, as the agreements could be
revisited every three to four years just
like elected officials can be reelected.

Mayor Lombardo said the Fanwood
superintendent had previously worked
with Garwood so the relationship had
already existed for three years before
the shared-service relationship between
the two towns had begun.

Ms. Todisco said the Fanwood
shared-service agreement has saved the
borough $200,000 over the last three
years.

Former councilman Jim Mathieu said
having a superintendent with a “fully-
vested interest” in both towns could
help Garwood. Mr. Mathieu said
Garwood and Roselle Park should se-
lect a shared superintendent together.

Mr. Mathieu said his opinion was
that the current Garwood DPW super-
intendent was more loyal to Fanwood,
as his “pension and benefits” were as-
sociated with Fanwood, not Garwood.

In other business, the fire department
budget decreased roughly $10,000 com-
pared to last year’s budget, when
$77,000 was budgeted, stated Mr.
McCormack.

Ms. Todisco said the fire department’s
budget had not decreased from last
year, but instead remained flat or just as
funded as it had been in the prior budget
year.

Volunteer firefighter Louis Petruzzelli
said $10,000 is needed to purchase four
uniforms, or “turnout gear,” used to
breach an active fire.

“When looking at the past few years
(fire budgets), their budget was not
spent and around $10,000 or more went
unspent,” Ms. Todisco said.

Resident Kimberly Salmon pledged
full support to the borough’s volunteer
fire squad. Ms. Salmon said she noticed
firefighters putting their lives on the
line to save residents’ pets from a fire
that “burned a house to the ground.”

“The finance committee was unani-
mous in deciding to keep it flat because
of how much went unspent in prior
years,” Ms. Todisco responded.

Mr. McCormack raised concerns with
DPW workers utilizing their time to
assist early stage Hartman Park con-
struction. Mr. McCormack said Mr.
Lazarow never made the fact clear to
other council members and asked if the
process would cost the borough extra
money.

Mr. Lazarow said he reported on the
DPW assisting in the Hartman Park
revitalization at prior meetings.

Ms. Blumenstock said the process
would not require overtime pay with
the DPW workers planning their sched-
ules months in advance.

In other business, Mayor Lombardo
honored John R. Ropelski, Jr., granting
him the Mayor’s Appreciation Award.
Mr. Ropelski was recognized as an
“Outstanding Pastry Chef/Baker” by
the Garden State Culinary Arts Awards.

“Jon uses his exceptional craft at
&Grain of Garwood on North Avenue,
where fresh breads are made daily from
essential ingredients with the personal
attention given to each loaf,” Mayor
Lombardo said.

Mr. Ropelski said his goal is to “put
Garwood on the map” by having people
travel from all over for his food. A gala
awards ceremony and reception will be
held on Sunday, April 29, from 5:30 to
9 p.m., at BellWorks in Holmdel.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
DISCUSSING POST OFFICE PLAZA...Cranford Downtown Management Cor-
poration (DMC) Director Gabe Bailer, standing left, DMC Chairman Anthony
Durante, standing right, asks township committee Monday to give the approval to
use donations for Post Office Plaza to redesign the plaza to make it more conducive
to events. See story on Page 3.
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Puppy Mills
Avenue on Saturdays. The move is to
encourage more vendors and promote
the downtown, GWACC Executive
Director Gene Jannotti said.

An ordinance was adopted to estab-
lish a cap bank in the amount of
$321,556. The state’s cap bank law
enables a town to tap into the cap bank
thus exceeding the 2 percent cap on
property taxes after banking (on paper)
amounts below the cap in previous
years budgets, such as in 2018.

The Department of Public Works
will continue to perform curbside
pickup of brush that resulted from
downed limbs and trees due to the
recent snowstorms, and the town’s
website is to be updated daily on the
brush pickup schedule.

Mayor Brindle said Tuesday was her
100th day serving as mayor. She tallied
up a list of accomplishments that in-
cluded an enhanced Green Team, a
transparent volunteer process, and a
new intern program.

Mayor Brindle also has joined the
Mayors Against Illegal Guns (MAIG),
founded by former New York City
Mayor Michael Bloomberg and former
Boston Mayor Thomas Menino, aimed
at supporting common-sense laws that
reduce gun violence and save lives,
according to everytown.org.

The Green Team is to apply for a
grant to add more recycling opportuni-
ties at the conservation center that would
allow for recycling of plastic toys,
clothes, light bulbs, batteries and mat-
tresses.

This could help alleviate some of the
burden on residents to dispose of bulky
waste items since the town received no
bids for its bulky waste request for
proposal. The town is to resubmit the
bid. The lack of bidders is evidence of
the growing cost to recycle, Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea said.

Cranford Passes Birchwood
Property Resolution

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – After much review
and discussion over a multitude of meet-
ings, the township committee adopted
a resolution at Tuesday evening’s pub-
lic meeting that will provide taxpayer
relief through the dedication of tax
abatement revenues to the Township of
Cranford public schools.

According to the resolution, on De-
cember 9, 2011 the State Superior Court,
Union County, ordered the township to
permit an inclusionary 360-unit devel-
opment at 215-235 Birchwood Avenue.
After this time, the township commit-
tee, drafting the resolution, thought it a
means to reduce the impact that the
200-to-300 unit development would
have on Cranford’s taxpayers through
the large increase of population con-
suming municipal services and public
school resources.

In early February of 2017 the town-
ship acquired the property and on April
26, 2017 designated the property as a
non-condemnation area in need of re-
development, declaring the it the loca-
tion of a 225-unit inclusionary devel-
opment of the property. From this the
Birchwood Developers Urban Renewal
Associates, LLC (BDURA) was formed
for the purposes of redeveloping the
land pursuant to the approved redevel-
opment plan.

According to the resolution, BDURA
will be working with the Cranford public
schools to develop a “fair and equitable”
formula to allocate the Cranford Public
Schools a portion of Payments In Lieu of
Taxes (PILOT) to “reduce the impact
that the project may have on the taxpay-
ers by distributing to the Cranford Public
Schools a portion of the PILOT the
township shall receive pursuant to the
proposed tax exemption under the Long
Term Tax Exemption Law.”

In other business, a second and final
ordinance to refund monies from a 2006
bond structure was also passed.

According to Commissioner Mary
O’Connor, the ordinance is structured to
save the township over $500,000 in
bond payments over  20 years.

It was announced that between April
1 through April 21 a Distracted Driving
Campaign would be launched within
the township to further deter drivers in
Cranford to talking on the cell phone
and texting while driving.

In addition, a proclamation was read
in honor of the 106th birthday of Cran-
ford resident Kurt Steiner. All members
of the township committee wished Mr.
Steiner a happy birthday.

The next Cranford Township Com-
mittee meeting is scheduled for Tues-
day, April 24, at 7:30 p.m. It will be held
at the Cranford Municipal Building at 8
Springfield Avenue in Cranford.


