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The summer isn’t officially over
but we want to take time to
thank some people who helped
make downtown Cranford pretty
special this season and prove it
really is “Cooler in Cranford.”

Hands down, our colorful public
piano was the big hit. Our thanks
to the Lafferty family who do-
nated the piano, Cranford High
School students Ben Romero, Rob
Zanfordino and Erin Joyce who
painted it and people of all ages
who sat down to make music to
the delight of onlookers.

A big thank you to our Cooler in
Cranford sponsor, realtor and
Cranford resident, Sharon Steele.
We love seeing kids around town
wearing their cool tee shirts and
spotting the decals in store win-
dows.

And, our parklet offered a spe-
cial spot to relax with coffee, lunch
or just people watch thanks to our
generous sponsors, Needlepoint
Homes, Barbara Zeckman,
Cranford Area Happenings and
Sharon Steele. The parklet is
packed up until next spring, but
we’ve moved the large flower pots
to the North Avenue entrance of
the train station so people can
continue to enjoy them.

The season kicked off with the
annual Sip and Stroll organized
by the Cranford Woman’s Club
and this year’s event drew a
record number of shoppers.

We were entertained with a
Kid’s Cabaret done by the Play
Theatre. And inspired at Fit and
Fun by Sharon Fit Belly Dance
and Fitness, Arthur Murray
Dance, Hilltop Bicycles, Hot Yoga
Revolution and Bella Organici.

Our annual LEGO Contest at-
tracted more than 40 children
who once again came up with
fantastic and impressive cre-
ations. And, thanks to our judges
Lauren Antolino, children’s Li-
brarian, James DelVecchio of
DelVecchio Group and Tom
Vigliante of Hilltop Bicycles.

The dog days of summer were
more fun because of the 42 dogs
entered in our Downtown Dogs
photo contest. Thanks to their
owners for snapping the pictures
and sharing them on Facebook.
And, thank you to Just 4 Pooches
for the doggie gifts for winners
and all participants.

This year, more than 200 turned
out for the annual Rock the
Streets yoga event sponsored by
Alluem Yoga. And, we saw many
of them later around town and at
our restaurants.

The summer season will con-
clude on Saturday, September 16
with the annual Community Paint
Out organized by The Artist Framer.
But, the fun doesn’t end because
the 10th Annual Scarecrow Stroll is
coming up on October 25.

We have a few more thanks to
people who help create a special
atmosphere. All the residents and
business owners who painted tiles
that are displayed in the pedes-
trian walkway next to Simply,
Jessica Dreyer of Dreyer Farms
who guides us on all of the flow-
ers and plantings and Rui DeJesus
and Will Robinson who water,
weed, tend to the flowers and
keep downtown clean.

Kathleen Miller Prunty
Director, Cranford Bus. & Econ. Dev

Local Letter to the Editor
Thank You to All Who Helped With

Downtown Cranford Events
erty for redevelopment.

The board then reviewed and
passed the minutes of its previ-
ous meeting when members
heard the application for 112
Park Drive by applicant SCODEE
LLC. SCODEE had pulled its ap-
plication by the end of the hear-
ing.

“Did they come back?” asked
board member Lynda Feder.

“No,” replied Zoning Officer Ron
Johnson.

SCODEE had requested to sub-
divide the property and build two
homes where currently one va-
cant house is situated. The appli-
cation was contested by resi-
dents mostly concerned about
how it could affect flooding in an
area that currently is in the flood
zone.

The board voted to cancel its
next meeting, set for Wednes-
day, September 20, since it falls
during Rosh Hashanah.

The board will meet next for a
workshop meeting on Wednes-
day , October 4, when it will
discuss the North Avenue corri-
dor. The board also planned to
begin discussing its steps for re-
examining the master plan.

“So what is the next step with
Harbor on North Avenue?” Board
Vice-Chairwoman Bobbi Ander-
son asked.

“That is tied in with the court
case on the papers that are filed
so it is an ongoing, evolving
matter,” Mayor Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr. said. The court case
is in reference to the motion the
township filed in July for leave to
amend its round three final judg-
ment of compliance and repose.

Bd Passes Resolution
For Birchwood Plan

Retired Garwood Chief
Arrested In Scam

GARWOOD — Retired Garwood
police chief Robert Ryan, 71, of
Factoryville, Pa., has pleaded no
contest to charges that he par-
ticipated in a scam that cost a
95-year-old Northampton Town-
ship, Pa., man almost $29,000,
according to a Bucks County Dis-
trict Office press release.

Ryan, who retired in 2000 after
30 years with the Garwood Police
Department, told a Bucks County
judge that he, too, had lost
$30,000 to a Jamaica-based hoax
and that his crimes were an at-
tempt to recover his losses.

“He seems to be a very nice
man. I never intended to hurt
him,” Ryan said of the victim,
who sat in a wheelchair in the
back of the courtroom and did
not speak. “I was just trying to
get my money back. It was a
very foolish mistake for me to
make, being a former law en-
forcement officer.”

Ryan spent five months in the
Bucks County Correctional Facil-
ity prior to pleading no contest to
charges that included four felony
counts of theft by deception on

Monday. He was given a sen-
tence of time served to 23
months, followed by five years of
probation and ordered to repay
the victim’s losses, totaling
$28,900, in monthly increments
of no less than $200 each.

Ryan was arrested on Decem-
ber 22, 2016, after Wells Fargo
Bank employees summoned po-
lice who found Ryan was there
with the victim attempting to
withdraw $3,800 from two ac-
counts. Bank employees blocked
the transaction because more
than $20,000 already had been
withdrawn that month from the
victim’s accounts, court records
show.

The victim told police that he
had been contacted earlier in the
month by a man calling himself
James Holliday, who told the vic-
tim that he had won $33 million
in a lottery and that a courier
would be coming by to pick up
money to pay taxes before the
prize could be claimed.  Ryan
said he had suffered a series of
strokes that he believed had af-
fected his judgment.
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Valentine Named to BSC
President's Honor Roll

BISMARCK, N.D. – James Val-
entine, of Cranford, has been
named to the President's Honor
Roll with a 4.00 GPA for the
Summer 2017 semester at Bis-
marck State College (BSC).

"As in all endeavors, doing
something and doing it well are
two different things. The BSC
students whom are being rec-
ognized on the President's

Honor Roll are certainly 'doing
it well' at Bismarck State Col-
lege. We're proud of them all,"
said BSC President Larry C.
Skogen.

Students must maintain at
least a 3.50 grade point on a
4.00 scale while enrolled in at
least 12 semester hours of
classes to qualify for the BSC
President's Honor Roll.




