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Applicant Withdraws Plan
For Centennial Apartments

By LAUREN SILVA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The zoning board
of adjustment’s Monday meeting
was cut short when the only ap-
plicant on the evening’s agenda
withdrew his application to build
four residential apartments.

Emanuel Nimrud had sought
approval to build four apartments
— all of which would be deemed
as affordable housing — at 496
Centennial Avenue, at the corner
of Cranford Terrace. Gary
Goodman, Mr. Nimrud’s attor-
ney, said his client had some
private conversations with zon-
ing board officials indicating that
his application would be approved
due to a new ordinance related
to affordable housing that the
township committee was set to
consider this week.

Zoning Board Attorney Nick
Guiditta said Mr. Nimrud “has to

wait for the ordinance to be
passed tomorrow [Tuesday]
night” before his application
could be considered. After con-
ferring with Mr. Nimrud, Mr.
Goodman told the board that
the application would be with-
drawn. Ronald Marotta, the
board’s chairman, said if Mr.
Nimrud resubmits his applica-
tion, formal notification would
be sent to property owners in
the neighborhood.

In other business at the 45-
minute meeting, a township resi-
dent spoke about his concerns
regarding increased flooding
threats and the impact on the
school system if more property is
developed. Mr. Marotta said that
for any development project, an
application has to be submitted
to the township engineering de-
partment, and then recommen-
dations issued by that depart-
ment have to be followed.

make in them, and we know they
make that same investment in
us and in our students,” Mr. Rubin
commented about new staff at-
tending the workshops.

Mr. Rubin also spoke about the
mentoring program in Cranford,
which will continue throughout
the year, with new staff attend-
ing additional workshops that
support their professional devel-
opment.

New teachers participate in a
series of experiences related to
the mentoring relationship, in-
cluding regularly scheduled
meetings with mentors, meet-
ings with other teachers and re-
flective sessions with the mentor
coordinator.

Novice staff members also keep
a reflective journal, participate
in an action research project
guided by the mentor coordina-
tor and present their research to
the assistant superintendent for
curriculum and instruction in May.

Katie Sickles, Jennifer Hilborn,
Colleen McDonald, Kara Koloski,
Kelly Corvelli, Daphne Morrissey,
Lisa Lesiak, Carmine DeNicola,
Beth Lambe, Kristen Johnson and
Megan Curti have been approved
as mentors for the 2017-2018
school year.

In other business, the board
approved Barbara Carroll as di-

rector of the University Acad-
emy, Lisa Hayeck as coordinator
of the Science Academy, Kathleen
Savage as the student advisor of
the Science Academy, Ron
Hoglund as university program
advisor, Jennifer Hilborn as uni-
versity program advisor, Daphne
Morrissey as university program
advisor and Anthony Rafaniello
as coordinator of the Academy of
the Performing Arts.

Nicole Conter has been ap-
proved as the Writing Center di-
rector at Cranford High School
(CHS) and Karri Bagniewski has
been recommended for the posi-
tion of head varsity volleyball
coach at CHS.

Additionally, Courtney
Czapelski has been approved as
the Golden C yearbook advisor
and Meghan Magnus has been
recommended for A Cappella ad-
visor.

The board awarded a contract
to J & J Transportation, Linden,
for route 17-Orange Avenue
School at a per diem rate of $200
for approximately 95 school days
with a total not to exceed
$19,000.

The board has declared the
week of September 17 to 23,
2017 as Constitution Week and
further acknowledged Septem-
ber 17 will be Citizenship Day.

A moment of silence was held
to remember the lives lost 16
years ago to the terrorist attacks
at the World Trade Center, the
Pentagon and aboard United Air-
lines Flight 93 in Shanksville,
Pa., on September 11, 2001.
CHS senior Pria McNeil sang a
rendition of The Star-Spangled
Banner to honor the victims of
September 11.

The next regular board meet-
ing will be on Monday, Septem-
ber 25.

buying cheaper and efficient used
equipment. Mayor Charles
Lombardo informed Mr.
McCormack he purchased some
of the equipment mentioned used
when the late Mike Crincoli was
mayor more than 18 years ago.

Councilwoman Todisco affirmed
Mayor Lombardo’s sentiment,
agreeing financial prudence when
purchasing items will be exhib-
ited.

Resident Bruce Paterson com-
mented on the possible
unreliability of waiting for county
funding that may not be avail-
able or within the county’s bud-
get in the upcoming year. Mr.
Paterson cited a Ronald Reagan
quote about spending, suggest-
ing the county may find money
for that grant from other funding
sources.

“The county funded infrastruc-
ture grants from the profits of
sold property (Runnells Special-
ized Hospital). Those profits are
no longer available,” he said,
adding that the council may want
to consider that when assuming
the subsidy from the county for
future road projects.

Councilwoman Jen
Blumenstock asked Mayor
Lombardo to acknowledge the
Sixth Grade Girl Scout Troop for
revitalizing the bus stop on North
Avenue.

“I’ve been told by a lot of resi-
dents how it just brightens their
day to pass that (the bus stop)
now. I know it would mean a lot
to get recognized for their hard
work,” said Councilwoman
Blumenstock.

Mayor Lombardo agreed, sug-
gesting the girls be honored at
an upcoming meeting for their
commitment to the community.

Garwood Prioritizing
Capital Expenditures

CF Superintendent, BOE Excited

Legal Newspaper for Union CountyLegal Newspaper for Union CountyLegal Newspaper for Union CountyLegal Newspaper for Union CountyLegal Newspaper for Union County, Cranfor, Cranfor, Cranfor, Cranfor, Cranforddddd

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Board Passes Resolutions
For Birchwood Plan

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The first action
taken at the planning board’s
workshop last Wednesday was
to memorialize the board action
to dismiss an application submit-
ted by Union County College
(UCC).

UCC on July 12 was to hold its
hearing on its application for a
capital improvement project of
the construction of cooling tower/

condenser units on Springfield
Avenue and Princeton Road with
retaining wall enclosures.

A resolution was then passed
to allow a redevelopment plan
for 215-235 Birchwood Avenue.
A resolution also was passed to
engage Harbor Consultants to
prepare the redevelopment plan
for 215-235 Birchwood Avenue.
The two resolutions are in rela-
tion to the township buying the
Birchwood Avenue properties and
subsequently selling the prop-
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