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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
YOUNG TRIBUTE…Paying respect to the six Cranford residents who lost their lives on 9/11, this young child lays a laid
pink rose on the memorial at the Monday’s remembrance service. Candles were lit for each person, a bell was rung and
a red, white and blue wreath was laid in commemoration.

Council Prioritizing Capital
Expenditures In Garwood

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At Tuesday’s bor-
ough council meeting, governing
body members discussed priori-
tizing capital expenditure pur-
chases for new department of
public works equipment versus
spending solely on road projects.
Anchor Place, Spruce Avenue and
Oak Street were noted as streets
considered for repaving in the
upcoming year.

All council members unani-
mously cited public safety as first
priority when investing tax dol-
lars into the borough. Differing
opinions arose during discussion
on whether purchasing a bucket
truck provided a greater utility to
public safety than focusing fund-
ing towards road repair only.

Council President Sara Todisco
informed fellow council members
and the public about the finance
committee’s findings concerning
public works equipment that need
repairs. Possible equipment pur-
chases mentioned were bucket
trucks, dump trucks and street
sweepers. Ms. Todisco stated the
bucket truck does not have a
bucket that can go up and down
because parts are broken.

“Don’t stop road projects. Just
limit them a bit, acknowledging
bigger ticket items,” said Ms.
Todisco.

Councilwoman Todisco said
public works professionals in-
formed several council members
and herself that certain parts
cannot be purchased because the
equipment is outdated. A bucket
truck would be used to service
downed trees and set up holiday
decorations, amongst other Pub-
lic Works Department services
rendered.

“We don’t have money for this
equipment. It won’t matter if our
roads are un-drivable. You’re

talking cutting back money on
roads which I find important.
What about our shared-service
agreements with Fanwood?” said
Councilwoman Ileen Cuccarro.

Councilman Marc Lazarow dis-
cussed a “democratic and judi-
cious” process to capital expen-
diture spending. Mr. Lazarow dis-
cussed collaboration amongst
council to find what items are
most needed for safety concern-
ing capital expenditure costs.
Councilman Joseph Sarno men-
tioned revisiting the shared-ser-
vice agreement with council
members at a later date to make
sure the borough is receiving a
fair deal from Fanwood.

“A balance should be met to
make sure we are safe. I’m talk-
ing hurricanes, emergency situ-
ations. Even though we have a
shared agreement for equipment
with Fanwood, during a major
situation the equipment may not
be available for our residents,”
said Councilman Lazarow.

Roadwork in previous years has
been subsidized by a Union
County Infrastructure Grant.
Councilman Sarno stated that it
may be best to revisit what roads
should be repaired at what cost,
and what equipment is needed at
what cost, with a final decision
made at the next council meet-
ing.

“The borough usually has to
pay 30 percent of the total cost
for road repairs. For public un-
derstanding, about 70 percent in
a given project round has been
covered by infrastructure grants
in the past,” Councilman Sarno
said.

Two residents provided public
comment. Richard McCormack,
a Republican candidate for bor-
ough council, questioned why
new equipment purchases were
being discussed, disregarding

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
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CRANFORD — Superintendent
Scott Rubin, Ed.D., along with
the Cranford Board of Education,
expressed excitement at the start
of a new school year during the
board’s open work session meet-
ing Monday night.

“We weren’t sure who was smil-
ing more, the faculty or the stu-
dents,” Superintendent Rubin
told board members.

He shared with the board de-

tails about the new faculty orien-
tation, which took place on Au-
gust 30 and 31.

New faculty members attended
the orientation, run by Assistant
Superintendent for Curriculum
and Instruction Liz Azukas and
mentoring coordinator Linda
Bove.

The superintendent said the ori-
entation was designed to im-
prove practice and acclimate new
staff to Cranford and further com-
mented he was impressed with
“the level of engagement” of the CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Cranford Superintendent, BOE
Excited for New School Year

new staff members.
“We know they are valuable;

we value our teachers, our edu-
cational staff,” he told board
members.

Workshops for the orientation
included Danielson framework,
Harassment, Intimidation and
Bullying, Affirmative Action, IEP’s
and 504’s, Universal Design for
Learning, student growth objec-
tives, professional development
plans, and technology.

“It’s a huge investment that we
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