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l'ennemi du journaliste

BLUE DEVIL BIRLE SCORES ON ECHAUSSE ASSIST, COUGAR KEEPER ROJO MAKES 5 SAVES

Blue Devils’ 1st Half Goal Tops Cougars in Boys Soccer, 1-0
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior midfielder Mike Birle
found the right opening in the
box after an accurate throw-in
from sophomore midfielder An-
drew Echausse in the first half
and delivered an influential
header into the net for the only
score of the game to earn the
Westfield High School boys soc-
cer team a 1-0 victory over the
Cranford Cougars at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on Septem-
ber 7. The game featured midfield

control by the 1-0-1 Blue Devils
in the first half, spectacular saves
by Cougar goalkeeper Andrew
Rojo and a shift to Cougar control
in the second half.

Through the constant pressure
of midfielders Chris Beaulieu, Tate
Kronick, Henry Schwartz,
Echausse and company, the Blue
Devils put the Cougars on the
defensive in the first half and Rojo
was forced to make five of his
seven saves during that period.
The Blue Devils also took five of
their six corner kicks in the half.

“He’s been a captain and a four-
year starter. He’s the guy who

really controls things for us back
there. He can make a lot of big
saves and keep us in games. To-
day was no exception. He was
really under pressure, particularly
in the first half,” Cougar Head
Coach Greg Campbell said of Rojo.

“Certainly in the first half, we
had some good organization and
created some opportunities off
of that. Unlucky a couple of times
not to finish and I think that’s one
area we need to do better on in
the final third of trying to capital-
ize on our chances, being a little
bit more selfish with some of the
guys trying to go to goal and
trying to win matches so to
speak,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Eric Shaw said.

Rojo’s first great save came eight
minutes into the half when Kronick

launched a left-to-right free kick
and Rojo managed to tip it just
over the right edge of the cross-
bar. One minute later, Schwartz
created an echo when he banged
a shot off the crossbar.

“Tate had the free kick and
Rojo tipped it off the crossbar
and it went out for a corner,”
Birle said.

Blue Devil center back Mark
Walter initiated another surge
when he intercepted a Cougar
volley, brought the ball downfield
and forced a defender to kick the
ball out of play on the right side-
line. Echausse took the throw-in
and fired it into the box where
Birle delivered his diving head
shot into the net with 13 minutes
on the clock.

“Mark had a great run down the
sideline. He took on a bunch a
guys. Won us a throw-in. And we

work on it in practice a lot. We do
all types of set pieces, long throw-
ins, corners, free kicks and that’s
what we try to do. I was able to
find some space and it had to be
a diving header. It looked pretty
cool but that’s just how it hap-
pens some times. I was lucky I
found space and scored it,” Birle
explained.

“Obviously when you have
someone who can throw the ball
in and we have two players who
can do it, we certainly focus on
that and in preseason, so it’s not
nothing we are shocked of and
we will continue to do that on any
opportunity whether it’s a throw-
in, corner or free kick. We try to
get people in the box and hope-
fully we can create chaos and
score a goal,” Coach Shaw ex-
pressed.
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