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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Tulip Fever
When Speculation was in Bloom

2 & ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

A fascinating backdrop for an in-
tricate if not convoluted, seriocomic
love story that could have very well
been written by Nöel Coward gives
director Justin Chadwick’s Tulip Fe-
ver an arthouse cachet. But while
patience is a virtue, the esoteric
appeal of this costumed affair set in
17th Century Holland may require
more virtue than the general movie-
goer wishes to expend. All the same,
for those unfamiliar with the finan-
cial frenzy that speculation in tulip
bulbs created during the era in ques-
tion, its intrigue deserves a study
even if you pass on seeing the film.

Viewed in a greater, historical
perspective, not unlike the frantic
rush by everyday Americans to play
the market during the Roaring Twen-
ties, the tulip fever that flowered in
Amsterdam was a socioeconomic
bellwether. The middle class was
budding and mercantilism was mak-
ing way for capitalism. While you
still had to churn butter and tend to
whatever beasts you owned to put
food on the table, a dash of fiscal
sunlight was signaling an emergence
from the darkness of feudalism and
an implicit promise of more egali-
tarian times.

Or, as your Uncle Moe put it when
attempting to explain what makes
the world go ‘round, ‘money, money,
money.’ The stuff was no longer just
the lord of the manse’s concern.
And who knows? If you were will-
ing to gamble your guilders, maybe
someday you’d be buying that
manse. That thought is not lost on
Jack O’Connell’s Willem, the fish-
monger in love with Maria, a house
servant employed by Christoph
Waltz’s wealthy merchant, Cornelis
Sandvoort. He buys one bulb, then
another, and you know how it goes
from there, both good and bad.

While the movie adds no great
nuance to the body of tales detailing
humankind’s willingness to risk ev-
erything in the pursuit of wealth and
the perceived independence it might
bring, the venue in which these
dreams are pursued are full of great
atmosphere. Combination taverns/
investment houses populated with
the requisite ladies of the night to
give them that iniquitous touch, they
are microcosms of the life and death
struggle. The raucous environment,
tinged with just enough threat of
danger plays good counterpoint to
the outwardly civil tone of the
Sandvoort residence.

There, the much quieter angst and
desires hide under the cover of pro-
priety, pressed down by social pres-
sures seething over the millennia.
Of specific interest for our story’s
purposes are the trials and tribula-
tions of Sophia Sandvoort, credibly
played by Alicia Vikander. The sur-
vivor of a broken home and raised
in a convent, she was rescued from
a future of certain poverty after her
much older husband, Cornelis, lost
his previous wife and a potential
heir to childbirth. Problem is, while
the rich guy would like another shot
at creating immortality, so far it’s
no dice.

Thus, while Cornelis is waiting
for providence to bless him, he de-
cides on what he figures is the sec-
ond best way to memorialize his

presence on this Earth. He will hire
an artist to execute a portrait of
himself and Sophia. Enters stage
left, Jan Van Loos, a young painter
currently short on fame but rather
long on romantic idealism and po-
tential glory. Played by Dane
DeHaan, he’s also kind of cute. Of
course I won’t insult your intelli-
gence by detailing just how this
arrangement might set in motion
the central plot of deceit, deception
and screwball scheming.

Suffice it to note that before long
the dramatis personae are running
in and out of rooms with the frenetic
looniness and intellectual glibness
that marked many of the aforemen-
tioned Mr. Coward’s lively farces.
However, even given this built-in
comedy relief, Tom Stoppard and
Deborah Moggach, who adapted the
latter’s book for the screen, never
fail to impress the serious, feverish
nature of this time in Dutch history.
Fortunes are won and lost in the
miasma that grasps the human heart
whenever there appears on the hori-
zon a shortcut to one’s fantasies.

The weaving and winding can get
a bit arduous if you’re not among
the litterateurs explicitly on hand to
delight in the comparative analysis
of film and book. Hence, for the
moviegoer who nonetheless wants
to stick it out and see how the like-
able enough characters might extri-
cate themselves from the corner into
which they’ve painted themselves,
the suggestion is to look at the pretty
pictures. Basking in the era of
Rembrandt, there is hardly a scene
that couldn’t be mistaken for some-
thing done by a Dutch master.

The superb, period-evoking cos-
tumes and art direction set us to
contemplating both the wonders and
sameness of our evolution, from
our petty concerns to our grandest
ambitions and any number of com-
binations thereof. But most impor-
tantly, whether you rush out to the
Bijou or judiciously wait until it
plays the small screen, could you
possibly envision living the rest of
your life without knowing about
Tulip Fever?

***
 Tulip Fever, rated R, is a

Weinstein Company release directed
by Justin Chadwick and stars Alicia
Vikander, Christoph Waltz and Dane
DeHaan. Running time: 107 min-
utes.
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New 2017-2018 Season

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Studying Orangutans 
in Indonesia” 

 

Erin Vogel, Ph.D. 
 

Westfield native and Associate 

Professor of Anthropology, 
Rutgers University 

 

Wednesday, September 27   

7:00 pm 
Westfield Memorial Library 

 

Learn about the health and nutrition of  
wild orangutans from Erin Vogel, who studies  
them at her remote field station in Indonesia. 

 

Open to the public.  Pre-registration required.  

Register online at www.wmlnj.org   

or call 908.789.4090 ext. 0. 

 

The Westfield Memorial Library      

550 East Broad Street 
Westfield, NJ 07090  

www.wmlnj.org 

The 10th Annual  

Hale Speaker Series 

Made possible by grants from  
The Anne and Lee Hale Fund and  
The Thomas Glasser Foundation   

 

Hosted by the Friends of the Westfield Memorial Library 

FOR REAL

Looking for an apartment? Need a secretary? 

Want to sell your car - or buy a car? Advertise in 

our Classified Columns! Every week these needs 

and dozens of others are rapidly and efficiently 

filled thanks to the “pulling power” of our 

Classified Columns. Submit your Ad from the 

comfort of your home by filling out the form on 

our website. Best of all - our rates are surprisingly 

low. Let us help fill your needs today! 

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

908-232-4407  goleader.com/form/classified

PULLING POWER
USE THE CLASSIFIEDS

SHOPPING STARTS IN THE PAGES OF THIS NEWSPAPER

Dreamcatcher Presents
Every Brilliant Thing

CONDUCTING ANOTHER SEASON...Maestro David Wroe leads the New
Jersey Festival Orchestra into its 35th anniversary season.

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Festival Orchestra (NJFO) has un-
veiled plans for its 35th anniversary
season. Audiences can expect a series
of dynamic musical celebrations to
rival anything in New York City and
beyond.

 The 2017-2018 concert program
of the New Jersey Festival Orchestra,
entitled “Voices of Distinction,”
promises five spectacular programs
centered around words, stories, and
music. Concerts will take place on
Saturday evenings at the Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield.

“The human voice irresistibly and
directly plugs in to the human heart
and condition, with song acting as an
unfettered declamation of the soul,”
says NJFO Music Director David
Wroe. “Combining these enchanting
qualities with the mighty forces of
our Symphony Orchestra has allowed
us to create a series of programs that
go beyond pure sonority, promising
to conjure up in our minds places,
experiences, narratives, and tangible
feelings.”

The season celebration begins dra-
matically with sparkling works by
Vaughan William and Mozart and
features internationally acclaimed
virtuoso Stefan Milenkovich per-
forming Paganini's B minor violin
concerto, one of the most dazzling
scores ever created for the instru-
ment.

Audiences are invited to celebrate
the holiday season with some of New
Jersey’s most popular holiday tradi-
tions. In December, last year’s dar-
ling, award-winning tenor Cody Aus-
tin, returns with friends to present a
selection of renowned tenor fare, sym-
phonic pops and wintertime favorites
guaranteed to make the season merry.

The festivities continue on New
Year’s Eve with Puttin’on the Ritz, a
superb revue of American musical
theater classics presented in glorious
symphonic splendor featuring re-
nowned guests direct from the Broad-
way stage and beyond.

The anniversary season continues
in March with one of opera’s most
enduring tales of unrequited passion:
Puccini’s Madama Butterfly. A cast

of internationally acclaimed guest
performers assembled from Maestro
Wroe’s extensive contacts in Euro-
pean and American opera houses joins
NJFO to present, acted and in cos-
tume, this most heart-rending of sto-
ries, breathtakingly beautiful from
first love to love child to tragic end.

The 2017-2018 season comes to
conclusion with a musical portrait of
London. The sounds of Big Ben, the
colossus of St Paul's Cathedral, the
hustle-bustle of Piccadilly Circus, the
vast horizons of this mighty city are
all captured in works by British icons
Elgar and Vaughan Williams.

Continued Maestro Wroe: “With-
out a doubt, this is a season of cel-
ebration! With a song in our hearts,
this year NJ Festival Orchestra as-
pires to transport you beyond the or-
dinary to a place of spiritual ecstasy.
I for one can’t wait for the festivities
to begin!”

Commented NJFO Board Presi-
dent Keith S. Hertell: “Our beloved
NJ Festival Orchestra has reached a
milestone as we celebrate its 35th
anniversary season. I hope that you
will join me at the concerts and save
the date for our grand celebration
gala on April 29th  2018 at Echo Lake
Country Club.”

The NJFO season opens with Ser-
enades to Music on Saturday, Octo-
ber 14 at 7 p.m. at the Presbyterian
Church in Westfield.

Subscribe and save up to 20 per-
cent, discounted ticket packages,
which vary in price according to seat-
ing level, are now on sale for the
2017-2018 season. Single tickets for
each concert are $26 to $70 (students
grades kindergarten through 12 are
$15).

Single tickets and “mix and match”
packages may be purchased directly
from the NJFO office (224 East  Broad
Street ) or by calling the box office at
(908) 232-9400. Avoid all ticket fees
and handling charges by purchasing
tickets online at
njfestivlaorchestra.org.

For further information call (908)
232 9400, email
info@njfestivalorchestra.org or go to
www.njfestivlaorchestra.org.

SUMMIT – Dreamcatcher Reper-
tory Theatre, professional theatre in
residence at Oakes Center in Summit,
is producing the New Jersey Pre-
miere of Every Brilliant Thing, writ-
ten by Duncan Macmillan with Jonny
Donahoe. This seriocomedy debuted
in London in 2013, and then moved to
the Barrow Street Theatre in New
York City in 2014. Every Brilliant
Thing runs Thursday, September 21
through Sunday, October 8.

In this intimate and interactive per-
formance, a man tells how he tries to
persuade his mother that life is worth
living from his childhood through
his adulthood as she struggles with
depression. He decides to create a
list of everything beautiful he can
think of, which ultimately reaches
one million items. During the course
of the show, to which only 50 seats
are available for each performance,
the man recruits audience members
to read the list and help him tell his
story. Every Brilliant Thing is a play
about depression and the lengths we
go to for those we love.

The production is directed by
Laura Ekstrand (Livingston) and fea-
tures Dreamcatcher ensemble mem-
ber Clark Carmichael (Montclair).
Playwright Duncan Macmillan’s
other plays have been produced at
the Royal Court Theatre and the
National Theatre in London as well
as the Studio Theatre in Washington,
D.C., among many others. Co-au-
thor Jonny Donahoe is an actor, co-
median and writer, and was nomi-
nated for a Lucille Lortel and Drama

Desk Award for his performance in
Every Brilliant Thing.

Every Brilliant Thing will run at
Dreamcatcher from Thursday, Sep-
tember 21, a preview performance,
through Sunday, October 8. Perfor-
mances are Friday and Saturday
nights at 8 p.m., and Sundays at 2
p.m. Tickets range from $20 to $35,
with special rates for subscribers and
groups. Purchase tickets at
www.dreamcatcherrep.org or by call-
ing Brown Paper Tickets at (800)
838-3006. Special dates: Thursday,
September 21 is a preview perfor-
mance; all tickets $20. Friday, Sep-
tember 22 is opening night, followed
by a reception with the cast. Sunday,
September 24 is Senior Sunday; se-
niors age 65+ pay $20. Talkbacks
follow the September 24 and Octo-
ber 1 matinees.

Performances are at Oakes Cen-
ter, located at 120 Morris Avenue in
Summit, N.J. Parking is available in
the lot behind the theatre at 20
Ashwood Avenue and at the Summit
Recreation Center, 100 Morris Av-
enue. The facility is wheelchair ac-
cessible. Assistive listening devices
for the hearing impaired and ad-
vance large print scripts are avail-
able for free by prior arrangement.
To purchase tickets or for informa-
tion on any of Dreamcatcher Reper-
tory Theatre's programs, visit
www.dreamcatcherrep.org or contact
Dreamcatcher Repertory Theatre at
Oakes Center, 120 Morris Avenue,
Summit, N.J. 07901, business phone
(908) 514-9654.

International Film Festival
Comes to Westfield

WESTFIELD – The Rahway Inter-
national Film Festival is now cel-
ebrating its fifth anniversary as well
as its first year under the newly minted
non-profit organization, Big Dreams
and Silver Screens. A transitional year
in more ways than one, their fifth year
sees the festival moving from Rahway
to Westfield and beginning to rebrand
as Big Dreams & Silver Screens, Inc.

Founded and produced by two
young women in New Jersey, in an
industry still largely dominated by
men, the festival has publicly sup-
ported feminism- the advancement of
women’s rights on the basis of the
equality of the sexes. Festival direc-
tors Gina Marie Rodriguez and Stacy
Ignacio advocate for equality among
the sexes, and as such, make every
effort to screen films by both male
and female filmmakers in balanced
numbers.

“Female empowerment is not the
stripping away of men’s rights. It is
the acknowledgment that women are
just as capable as a man to achieve
whatever it is they set forth to accom-
plish.  Equality is a right, not a privi-
lege and to treat it as such does a
disservice to every man and woman
in this world today. We have a very
simple goal, and that is to give a voice
to those who may otherwise not be
heard,” says festival founder Ms.
Rodriguez.

Each year, the festival selects one

woman to be honored as their “Woman
in Film” Award Honoree with the
intention to highlight the filmmaking
prowess of women in the industry.
Advancements continue each day but
there is still a long way to go concern-
ing fairness in the treatment of women.
Previous recipients include Piper
Perabo, Susan Sarandon, and Dena
Seidel.

Assistant Festival Director, Ms.
Ignacio, says, “This award is a way of
reminding our audience that success
comes in all shapes and sizes; a way
to remind the women in this industry
that they are not invisible.  We see
their hard work, their dedication, and
their talent and we want to shine a
light on their success.”

This year’s Woman in Film Hon-
oree is Ferne Pearlstein, the writer
and director behind the wildly suc-
cessful film, The Last Laugh. The
festival will be hosting a special
screening of The Last Laugh on Sun-
day, September 24 at 8 p.m. to be
followed by an awards presentation
for the guest of honor.

The festival will run from Friday,
September 22 through Sunday, Sep-
tember 24 at the James Ward Man-
sion in Westfield.

For the festival’s full lineup, please
visit www.rahwayfilmfest.com.

All tickets are available at:
b i g d r e a m s a n d s i l v e r s c r e e n s
rahwayfilmfest.eventbrite.com.

Local Students Named to
Dean's, Honors Lists at FDU

Valentine Named to BSC
President's Honor Roll

University of Iowa
Welcomes Class of 2019

IOWA CITY, I.A. – University of
Iowa welcomes students to the Class
of 2019.

Among them are: Wenqi Duan of
Scotch Plains and Amanda White of
Scotch Plains.

The University of Iowa is one of
the nation's premier public research
universities, dedicated to academic
excellence, groundbreaking discov-
eries and creations, commitment to
Iowa and the world, and a culture that
prizes community, diversity, and op-
portunity.

Segulin Makes Dean's
List at Delaware Valley

DOYLESTOWN, Pa. – Natasha
Segulin, a resident of Scotch Plains,
was honored for academic achieve-
ment by being named to the Dean's
List at Delaware Valley University
for the spring 2017 semester.

TEANECK – Students at Fairleigh
Dickinson University's Metropoli-
tan Campus, located in Teaneck,
have been named to the Dean's and
Honors Lists for the Spring 2017
semester.

Stephen Riefler, of Fanwood, has
been named to the Honors List.

Elan Alexander of Cranford, has
been named to the Honors List.

Caroline Nielsen of Westfield, has

been named to the Dean's List
To qualify for the Honor's List, a

student must carry a 3.5 or better
grade point average out of a possible
4.0 and be enrolled in a minimum of
12 letter-graded hours (four courses).

To qualify for the Dean's List, a
student must carry a 3.2 or better
grade point average out of a possible
4.0 and be enrolled in a minimum of
12 letter-graded hours (four courses).

BISMARCK, N.D. – James Valen-
tine, of Cranford, has been named to
the President's Honor Roll with a
4.00 GPA for the Summer 2017 se-

mester at Bismarck State College
(BSC).

"As in all endeavors, doing some-
thing and doing it well are two differ-
ent things. The BSC students whom
are being recognized on the
President's Honor Roll are certainly
'doing it well' at Bismarck State Col-
lege. We're proud of them all," said
BSC President Larry C. Skogen.

Students must maintain at least a
3.50 grade point on a 4.00 scale while
enrolled in at least 12 semester hours
of classes to qualify for the BSC
President's Honor Roll.

East Stroudsburg University
Foundation Names Bd. Members

EAST STROUDSBURG, Pa. –
Robert Willever ’75, East Stroudsburg
University Foundation Board Chair,
has announced the appointments of
four new members to its Board of
Directors. East Stroudsburg Univer-
sity alumni Douglas S. Leonzi ’94 of
Allentown, Geoffrey M. Roche M’15
of Annville, David A. Super ’80 of
Stroudsburg, and Christopher Yeager
’74 M’81 of Bangor were appointed
during the board’s last quarterly meet-

ing held on May 18.
The Board of Directors includes

local resident Anthony Pasqua ’00.
A key initiative, for the Foundation

during the 2017 – 2018 academic year
is to raise financial aid for students and
help bridge the increasing gap between
affordability and the cost of tuition and
expense of attending college.

For more information on the ESU
Foundation visit
www.esufoundation.org.
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