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Blue Devils Look to Build
On 2016 Field Hockey Success

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Oak Knoll Royals Shut Out
Field Hockey Blue Devils, 11-0

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Oak Knoll showed exactly why they
are once again, the team to beat in
Union County field hockey as they
dominated Westfield, 11-0, in the sea-
son opener for both squads played on
September 5 at Kehler Stadium in
Westfield. Kendall Hanlon scored two
goals and added an assist for the seven-
time defending county champs. Gabby
Andretta posted a goal and two as-
sists, while Bridget Murphy chipped
in with two goals for the Royals.

“Oak Knoll is always one of the top
teams in the state,” said Westfield
Head Coach Caitlyn MacDonald.
“They are talented, fit and they are
well coached. These are the reasons
they are where they are right now.
When you play a team like Oak Knoll,
especially early in the season, you
don’t gage success on winning or los-
ing the match. You look for how well
your team hustled and maintained com-
posure. I thought we did that today.
Our girls never stopped working. They
never gave up and they did some good
things even if it did not show up on the
scoreboard. We will build on this and
we will get better as we face teams
where we are more evenly matched.”

Westfield, coming off of a winning
season and their first appearance in
the Union County semis in a decade,
was simply no match for the powerful
Royals, a state finalist last year. Oak
Knoll jumped out to a 1-0 lead on Ali
McCarthy’s goal in the 13th minute of
the contest and never looked back.
Oak Knoll dominated possession of
the ball for the entire first half with
crisp passing and superior speed and
hustle. Murphy scored off of a de-
flected shot on a corner with 22:46
remaining in the first half for a 2-0
lead. The Royals increased the lead to
3-0 on a goal by Kendall Hanlon with
21:30 to play in the half.

“When we don’t have possession
we preach that everyone is a defender,”
said Oak Knoll Head Coach Ali Good.
“Everyone is programmed in that phi-
losophy. This year we have a lot of
talent and this is a veteran, senior
group and I think that showed up
today in their performance.”

Hanlon’s second goal at 13:12, fol-
lowed quickly by an Avery Donahue
goal at 11:56 made it 5-0 in favor of
Oak Knoll. The Blue Devils made
their first and best attack of the game
with just under six minutes to play in
the first half but Megan Webber had

her shot stopped by Oak Knoll
goaltender Grace Cline. It would be
that kind of a day for Westfield.

Oak Knoll quickly put the game out
of reach early in the second half with
goals by Hanlon at 29:06 and another
by Cami Haarmann with 25:14 re-
maining for a 7-0 lead. If there were
any obvious bright spots for the Blue
Devils it came in the play of
goaltenders Colleen O’Connor and
Julia Rickert. O’Connor played the
first half and recorded 16 saves while
Rickert took over to start the second
half and made 11 stops.

“Our goaltenders really stepped up
and stood in there against their at-
tack,” said MacDonald. “We have
faith in each of them and we use them
both. Each girl made their share of
saves and they will only get better for
the experience. Like I said, we will
have better outcomes as the season
moves forward. You can only get bet-
ter by playing against the best.”

Sarah Wittmer posted a goal and an
assist. Bella Brosie, Donohue,
McCarthy, Haarmann and Anabelle
Brodeur each scored for Oak Knoll.
Westfield will visit Summit and
Cranford as they look to get on the
winning side of the ledger.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL FIELD HOCKEY TEAM...The Lady Blue Devil field hockey team consists of M. Webber (13), E. Evans (5),
E. McDonald (21), K. Hazard (11), E. Miller (28), M. Maguire (12), H. Jepsen (4), M. Kelly (18), N. Murray (38), S. Stewart
(2), A. Sumas (17), K. Tupper (15), K. Depp (14), L. Maz (10), S. Ward (23), B. Raftery (29), O. Pierce, J. Rickert, C. O’Connor
and V. Rubinetti.

Union Catholic Rallies to Nip
Raiders, 3-2, in Girls Tennis

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After losing at first and second
singles, Union Catholic rallied to win
three straight matches, including a
pair of three-set affairs at third singles
and second doubles, to nip Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 3-2, in a girls tennis
match held on September 8 at
LaGrande Park in Fanwood. Union
Catholic improved to 2-0 on the sea-
son while Scotch Plains-Fanwood fell
to 0-3.

The visiting Vikings sat perched on
the brink of defeat after dropping
quick decisions at first and second
singles. The Raiders, needing just one
victory in any of the three remaining
matches, had great opportunities to
seal the deal at third singles and sec-
ond doubles but could not come away
with a win at either.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood senior
Gauri Deshpande got things started
on the right foot for the Raiders with
a quick, 6-0, 6-0 victory at first singles
over Viking Manya Trehan.
Deshpande, a three-year starter for
the Raiders was in control from the
start.

“I played aggressive and I returned
the ball well,” said Deshpande of her
first victory of the season. “I had my
serve working too. Playing in Union
County is a real challenge but I’ve
been doing it for three years now so I
am not intimidated when I go out
there.”

Alexa Chan followed suit at second
singles where her 6-1, 6-2 victory
over Union Catholic’s Ivana Wijedasa
gave the Raiders a 2-0 lead. Chan,
who played second doubles last year

has moved up to second singles for
the time being. She looks like a much-
improved player from last season.

“My ground strokes are better now,”
says Chan. “As a result of playing
doubles I can say that my volleys have
improved too. Today I just worked on
keeping the ball away from her and
moving her from side to side.”

Needing just one more individual

win to claim a team victory Deshpande
and Chan could sit back and cheer on
their teammates knowing that the next
point earned would be enough to do
the job. Union Catholic meanwhile
seemed to need a miracle to turn the
tide.

The Vikings got the first part of the

trifecta when sisters Sadie and Maddy
Abood took a 6-3, 6-4 victory at first
doubles over Raiders Maya
Narasimhan and Lexi Melnitsky.

“Shot placement was important for
us in the win,” said Sadie Abood.

“When they tried to play a power
game, we went back at them with a
finesse approach,” said Maddy
Abood.

Still trailing 2-1 and with closely
contested matches going on at third
singles and second doubles, a UC
team victory seemed unlikely. At third
singles UC’s Kaitlyn Lowey was strug-
gling to deal with the power game of
Raider Shefali Dhaiya. Lowey took a
marathon first set, 7-5, before drop-
ping the second set, 4-6. Worse yet,
Dhaiya seemed to be picking up steam
with a powerful forehand and some
deeply placed returns. However,
Lowey rebounded to take command
of the third set and scored a 6-4 vic-
tory that tied the team points at 2-2.

“In that second set in particular, she
was using her corners very well,” said
Lowey. “I just tried to forget about it
heading into the third set. I knew we
needed the point and I was able to get
to the net in that final set and that
helped me get ahead of her.

The fate of the team victory now
rested on the result of the second
doubles match between UC’s Lind-
say Rotoly and Sophia Rama against
Raider duo of Annabelle Griffin and
Shahini Shah. Griffin and Shah took
the first set, 7-5. Rotoly and Rama
roared back in the second set to win,
6-4. The teams were knotted at 4-4 in
the deciding third set before UC won
out the final two games to take the
third set 6-4.

“I really think we had the advan-
tage in teamwork in that final set,”
said Rotoly.

Her teammate agreed.
“We were always communicating

out there,” said Rama. “That was the
key for us. We helped each other with
positioning and it was a great advan-
tage for us.”

Cranford and of course, Oak Knoll
but we should be okay.”

The forward positions are loaded
with experience as seniors Brigid
Raftery and Megan Webber are joined
by juniors Olivia Pierce, Erin
McDonald and Maggie Kelly. Raftery
is the leading goal scorer (7 goals)
returning from last season.

The midfield positions feature jun-
iors Hannah Jepsen, Savannah Stewart
and Nicole Murray and sophomore
Maggie Maguire. Seniors Sarah Ward
and Kaeley Hazard are also on board.

On defense, junior Lily Maz re-
turns as the team’s best defender. Fel-
low junior Alex Sumas also returns.
Seniors Kayla Tupper, Victoria
Rubinetti, Evie Miller, Kaitlyn Depp
and Lizzie Evans are also in the mix.

MacDonald is excited about a pair
of players that will share goaltending
duties this season. Juniors Colleen
O’Connor and Julia Rickert will both
see time between the pipes where
each offers different talents to the
position.

“They really are two different styles
of players with different strengths,”
said MacDonald. “Colleen O’Connor
is athletic, is strong at clearing and
she moves well. Julia Rickert sees the
field very well. She moves the de-
fense effectively and is very depend-
able. We feel comfortable with either
player in goal and we will use them
both in different circumstances.”

Westfield will compete against teams
like Johnson (16-4-1 in 2016), North
II Group III finalist Millburn, and Glen
Ridge in the White Division this sea-
son. The Blue Devils will have to get
through a tough slate of opening games
featuring Union County champ Oak
Knoll and Red Division contender
Summit in their first two matches.

“I expect us to be a better team as
the season moves on,” said
MacDonald. “I think that once we get
settled in we have a chance to com-
pete and do well as we did last season.
The schedule will be tougher but we
will just keep working to improve our
game and we will be fine.”

Pioneer Gridders Reject Cougars’ Surge, 36-16
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Bradford (6 receptions for 68 yards)
and another to Anthony DeCostello
(2 receptions for 11 yards) the Cou-
gars advanced to the Somerville 12
where Valentino Ambrosio split the
uprights for a 22-yard field goal just
before halftime. Ambrosio, who also
does the kickoffs, during the course
of the game, booted two into the end
zone to prevent runbacks.

“Our defense played stellar in the
first half. They gave up no points
other than the two-point conversion.
If you go into the half and your de-
fense hasn’t let up a point, you should

be winning,” Coach Rosenmeier said.
But the Cougars dug themselves a

hole in the third quarter when Kovacs
completed a 54-yard pass to McDuffie
then followed up with a 10-yard touch-
down pass to Bobby Wortman with
8:21 left in the quarter. The hole got
even deeper when the Pioneers inter-
cepted Katz’s pass at the Cranford 24
then McGuffie later scooted into the
end zone from the five-yard line to up
the score to 22-3 with 1:53 on the
clock.

Schork’s fumble recovery a few
minutes into the fourth quarter put the
Cougars in fine field position then the
“lights went out” on the home side of
the field with 7:20 remaining. When
the lights came back a half hour later,
the Cougars resumed their offensive

with a 12-yard reception by Bradford
and a 10-yard run by Josh Cadet.
Despite a few hiccups, which included
an 11-yard sack, Katz recovered to
find Arroyo in the end zone for a 13-
yard touchdown reception with 6:18
left. The two-point conversion attempt
failed.

After Ambrosio’s kickoff sailed into
the end zone, the Cougars defense
forced the Pioneers to punt and got
great field position on the Somerville
42. Katz hit Josiah Cadet for 32 yards
then running back Anthony Araujo
(16 carries, 92 yards) gobbled up the
other 10 yards with a touchdown run.
Ambrosio nailed the point after and
the Cougars were within a touchdown
with the score, 22-16, and 4:12 on the
clock.

With another chance to take the
lead, the Cougars’ hopes were dashed
when McGuffie carried the ball four
straight times and scored on an eight-
yard run to make the score 29-16. The
deal was then sealed when Pioneer
Tyjir Williams intercepted Katz’s pass
at the Cranford 20 and carried it into
the end zone with 1:16 remaining.

“I did like the way that we fought
back and got to within a score and had
an opportunity to get the ball back.
Unfortunately we did some things in
the first half that negated some offen-
sive opportunities. That had to do
with our offensive line up front and
some blocking on the perimeter. We
have some older guys up front on
offense. We should be able to move
the football. It shouldn’t have been in
that situation,” Coach Rosenmeier
said. “Great for fighting back but a
terrible job of putting ourselves in
that position. That goes for coaches
and kids.”

The Cougars will also be on the
road to face the Voorhees Vikings this
Friday, September 15, at 7 p.m.

“I don’t care that we are young. I
don’t care that we have new people
playing. Our expectations are high
and if theirs aren’t, we are going to
have to make some changes,” Coach
Rosenmeier promised.
Cranford 0 3 0 13 16
Somerville 0 8 14 14 36

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 17-17

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER 34 (POLICE DE-
PARTMENT) OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD TO ENACT AR-
TICLE IX (PARKING EN-
FORCEMENT OFFICERS) TO
CREATE THE POSITION OF
PARKING ENFORCEMENT
OFFICER AND TO PRE-
SCRIBE DUTIES AND REGU-
LATIONS PERTAINING TO
SAME.

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
17-17, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2017

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 9/14/17, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on July
26, 2017 granted approval to William
Malone for setback, lot width and antenna
height variances related to the installation
of a ham radio antenna for property at 187
King Street, Fanwood, New Jersey being
Block 105, Lot 16.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

Mr. William Malone
187 King Street

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 09/14/17, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board, at their meeting on Sep-
tember 6, 2017, adopted the following reso-
lutions for applications acted upon at the
August 7, 2017, meeting.

PB 17-07 North 433 LLC., 433 North
Avenue East, Block 3201, Lot 12. Appli-
cant sought seeking preliminary & final
site plan approval with variance relief for a
pergola structure that was previously con-
structed. Applicant sought variance relief
from Sections 11.28D and 13.01B of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a pergola
where any use or structure other than
those uses or structures permitted in sub-
section A, B or C are prohibited; and to
allow  a pergola at 2.7 feet, where all
accessory buildings and other roofed ac-
cessory structures shall be located at least
ten  feet, or the height of said accessory
structure, whichever is greater, from any
principal building located on the same lot.
Application approved with conditions.

PB 17-06 569 Downer LLC., 569
Downer Street, Block 2708, Lots 2 & 3.
Applicant sought minor subdivision ap-
proval to remove the existing structure and
create two new lots for the construction of
a new, two-family home on each lot. Appli-
cation approved with conditions.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kris McAloon
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 9/14/17, The Leader Fee: $35.19

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FRIENDLY COMPETITORS...SPF Raider second singles player Alexa Chan,
holding tennis balls, poses with her UC Viking counterpart Ivana Wijedasa.




