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Blue Devils’ 1st Half Goal Tops Cougar Boys, 1-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

BEAUDRY 3-RUN HR, NEWTON HR, MUNOZ 7-HITTER

St. George Sinks St. Moses, 11-1
For St. Bart’s Championship

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

St. George, the hottest team in the
St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League in the second half of the sea-
son, survived an opening loss in the
double elimination playoff and roared
back to sink St. Moses, 11-1, in nine
innings to claim the championship at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on
Labor Day (September 4). After los-
ing a 6-5 squeaker to St. Sebastian,
the Georgies traversed the losers
bracket with respective wins over St.
Vincent, St. John Paul II, St. Andrew
and a 3-2 nipping of St. Sebastian to
advance to the championship game.
St. Moses breezed to the title game
with respective wins over St. Joseph,
St. John Paul II and St. Sebastian.

Prior to the classic championship
showdown, St. Moses veteran Gus
Alvarez said, “I’ve been in this league
10 years and it’s a great league to be
in. You meet a lot of great guys. You
get on different teams with different
guys. This is my fifth Labor Day. It’s
so hard to make it here. There’s a lot
of guys who have never been here.
I’m playing against Tony Peconte,
who has been in this league 19 years
and this is only his second one and
he’s looking to win one. I’m hoping to
win my fourth in five tries.”

St. George’s Perconte added, “I
have been in the league 19 years,
made it to the championship once and
lost. Thus the name given to me prob-
ably by myself, ‘the mush’ from a
Bronx Tale, everything I do doesn’t
work out for me but we are hoping
this year will be it.”

Perconte should be feeling a little
more positive about his chances since
his team has been on a hot streak. “We
lost to St. Sebastian then we went on
a roll and won the next four in a row.
We ended up beating St. Sebastian to
get here. It’s just a matter of getting
all the guys together.”

St. George veteran Pat Nigro com-
mented, “I’ve won three champion-
ships here. This will be my fourth
visit to the championship game. I
have been in the league and I came
into the league one year after that
storm [tornado of 1999]. Actually
Jimmy Hoelzel [notorious leader of
the St. James Gang] got me into this
league.”

Nigro also plays in other competi-
tive leagues. “I play in the [Union
County] 50’s. I also won three cham-
pionships there as well with another
team. I switched to play with my
brother, which I haven’t played with
for 20 years. That’s why I switched to
a new team.”

“It’s all about having fun and hav-
ing fun with your families.” Alvarez
added.

St. Bart’s Commissioner Jim
Killeen said jokingly, “Instead of giv-
ing championship trophies, we are
giving Gus Alvarez participation tro-
phy to everybody. We want every-
body to feel good about themselves
and be happy.”

On the more serious side, Killeen
said, “I gave St. George a huge gift.
They asked for a replacement player
and the man [Chris Beaudry] has been
at shortstop and transferred [Chris]
San Juan to the outfield where he

belongs and it completely changed
the team. On the other side [pitcher
John] Veglia is a great neutralizer. he
hangs them up there and there’s going
to be a lot of fly balls.”

After allowing one run on two hits
and two walks in the bottom of the
first inning, St. George pitcher Bryan
Munoz tossed a masterpiece, shutting
out St. Moses the rest of the way,
while yielding just five more hits and
one more free pass. Steve Mavrakes,
who singled, scored the only run when
he advanced to third on Alvarez’s
single then tagged up on a sacrifice
fly from Matt Betau.

For a while, however, it appeared
that St. Moses scored another run
when Nash Warfield whacked a drive
between the right-centerfielder and
the right fielder and legged his way
for a solo home run in the fourth but
the base umpire ruled him out for
missing first base. St. George also
experienced a similar situation in the
fourth inning when Colin Keough
fooled the outfielders with a drive
over their heads and scampered to
second only to be ruled out for miss-
ing first.

Fine defensive plays were exhib-
ited by both teams but St. George
wielded the “magic stick” at the plate.
The most consistent wizard was Paul
Newton, who went 3-for-3 with a solo
homer and an RBI single, while scor-
ing twice. However, Chris Beaudry
mesmerized them all with a three-run
blast in the fifth inning to go with his
double and run scored and free pass.
Perconte singled twice and scored
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LADY BLUE DEVILS TENNIS TEAM...The Blue Devils began their season with wins over Oak, Knoll, Governor
Livingston, Elizabeth, Haddonfield and Moorestown Friends, while losing to New Providence and Moorestown, Pictured,
left to right, are: front row; Mitra Kumarasamy, Charlotte Clausen, Haley Gasson, Coco Herz and Eliza Weiniger; back row,
Sloane Silverman, Samira Morin, Olivia Carnevale, Lucy Earl, Rachel Rothenberg and Leah Bremer.

have two players who can do it, we
certainly focus on that and in pre-
season, so it’s not nothing we are
shocked of and we will continue to do
that on any opportunity whether it’s a
throw-in, corner or free kick. We try
to get people in the box and hopefully
we can create chaos and score a goal,”
Coach Shaw expressed.

Birle’s positioning may have cre-
ated his opening.

“I drifted from the center because I
saw a lot were packed up near the front
post and I drifted to the back post. The
guy who was guarding me lost me and
I found a good pocket of space to score
the goal,” Birle described.

Before the half, Rojo would add
two more fine saves, the first a diving
lunge to his left to stop a shot from
Jeremy Silber and the second on a
shot from Brian Hinkle.

“He made great reaction saves.
That’s what we try to do. We try to
build it up from the back, get it up to
the strikers and great combinations
and key positions throughout the field,
especially in their half. Rojo had a
great game. I was happy with the com-
bination plays and the chances we
were creating but we were unlucky to
finish a couple of them,” Birle said.

On corner kicks, the Blue Devils
worked with an assortment of players.

“Tate [Kronick] usually takes it
most of the time depending on the
design, also [Jack] Dobosiewicz. Jack
will take them from the opposite side
because he’s a lefty. Those are our
main guys then Birle joins in at times
and there are a few others at times to
make it a little more difficult,” Coach
Shaw explained.

The momentum shifted to the Cou-
gars 10 minutes into the second half
and lasted until the final 10 minutes
when both teams alternated posses-
sion from that point on. Blue Devil
goalkeeper Josh Mendelson made all
three of his saves during that period.

“I thought in the second half, we
really transitioned and controlled much
more of the game. Unfortunately we
couldn’t put one in. That’s the way it

goes,” Coach Campbell said.
Cougar midfielder Mike Carracino

launched a free kick from 25 yards
out that was deflected and, along with
forwards Drew Patterson, Matt
Medeiros and Matt Ducusin, put
Mendelson to the test.

“At the end, we switched forma-
tion a little bit. We were down a goal
and we had to get something going
offensively, so we moved Matt
Medeiros and Drew Patterson up top.
They can run all day long and that’s
what we wanted them to do. We ap-
plied a lot more pressure. Their goalie
did a nice job and they got really good
defenders, so they limited our
chances,” Coach Campbell said.

“Winning off a head ball on a throw-
in is nice but at the end of the day, you
are not going to get that opportunity

with some teams. We got to find ways
to win games in the run of play,”
Coach Shaw emphasized.

“Sometimes we are frustrated not
scoring a lot of goals but it can only
get better from here. I feel like we are
creating a lot of chances. We haven’t
been putting them away but I feel like
it’s only onwards and upwards from
here,” Birle said.

“We took a big step forward. We
lost to these guys 5-0 last year. We felt
that was our worst performance. My
guys were coming in today with a
chip on their shoulder and I think the
second half showed that we can play
with anybody. It’s something that we
are going to build on for the rest of the
season,” Coach Campbell promised.
Cranford 0 0 0
Westfield 1 0 1

Lady Soccer Blue Devils Stun
Raiders in Power Clash, 1-0
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Danielle Mrozek got off a kick from
in front of the Westfield net in the in
the 61st minute. But Blue Devil jun-
ior goalkeeper Caitlin Amman came
up with the save.

Kylie Beirne had another opportu-
nity with just over 11 minutes left but
her attempt was also turned away by
Amman.

“You know, those stops were cru-
cial because we’ve had plenty of
games in the last several seasons where
we’ve gotten up a goal on them and
not been able to hold them off,” said
Schmidt. “Caitlin had really big shoes
to fill, stepping in for Lizzie Brucia,
who has gone on to play for Georgia.
She really stepped up big time today
and gave us some great stops.”

The Raiders struggled to get good
looks over the final 10 minutes and
every frantic effort they made as the
clock ticked down was to no avail. As
the clock finally reached zero, the

Westfield players made a beeline for
the fence in the far corner where a
number of Westfield fans had gath-
ered to exchange hugs and high fives.

“We really just didn’t finish the
opportunities we had in the game,”
said Scotch Plains-Fanwood Head
Coach Kevin Ewing. “They were there
to be made but we didn’t complete
them. You’ve got to credit Westfield
for the effort they put forward today.
Nothing they did surprised us or
caught us off guard. They just played
a strong game against us.”

Amman had seven saves for
Westfield. Kessler recorded six stops
for Scotch Plains. These two teams
will see each other again later in the
season in Westfield and it is a good
bet that they could meet up in the
Union County Final as well. Round
one goes to the Blue Devils though.
Westfield 0 1 1
Sc Pl-Fanwood 0 0 0

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECURING A SAVE...Blue Devil goalkeeper Josh Mendelson, No. 1, makes the save as Cougar forward Matt Medeiros, No.
9, rushes in during the second half at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield.
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WESTFIELD
BASEBALL LEAGUE (WBL)

ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26TH, 2017  8:00pm
At Gumbert Field:
Meeting Room above the Snack Shack

The WBL would like to announce its annual public meeting for the
2018 baseball season. Anyone interested in addressing the board
is welcome to attend the meeting or contact the board directly at

wbl@westfieldbaseball.com.

The following individuals have been nominated for the
WBL Board of Directors for the 2018 season:




