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WESTFIELD — September is
back-to-school time. Although the
sight of backpacks and the school bus
may bring unhappy faces, parents can
tell their children that, compared to
the schools of long ago, today’s are
not bad at all.

The image of a cozy, one-room
school house, filled with neat rows of
desks and a young, sweet schoolmarm,
is merely fiction. One-room schools
of yesteryear were more likely to be
filled with practices that sound horri-
fying to modern ears.

This Sunday, September 17, the
Miller-Cory House Museum will
present “Horrors of the One-Room
Schoolhouse” between 2 and 4 p.m.
Visitors will learn what it was really
like to go to public school over 275
years ago. Children may try their hand
at a penmanship lesson using a quill
pen. There also will be tours of the
fully restored, circa 1740 farmhouse,
as well as open-hearth cooking dem-
onstrations featuring period tech-

WWI Programs to Begin
At Scotch Plains Library

SCOTCH PLAINS — To mark the
100th anniversary of the United States’
entry into World War I, the Scotch
Plains Public Library will present the
“World War I and America” series,
which will run from September 18
through November 9.

As one of only four New Jersey
institutions to have received the World
War I and America grant, and with a
generous gift from the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Service League, the
public library will offer original pro-
gramming to commemorate the cen-
tennial of American involvement in
World War I and to explore the ongo-
ing experience of veterans who have
served their country.

Opening the series on Monday,
September 18, at 7 p.m., Tim White,
associate professor of history at New
Jersey City University, will orient the
audience to the time period (April
1917 through November 1918) that
will be covered in the subsequent
lectures, readings, discussions and
films. The focus will be on the major
events of the war up to the time of
United States’ entry and the develop-
ments that preceded United States’
involvement in the war.

One week later, on Monday, Sep-
tember 25, at 7 p.m., Dennis Dittrich,
associate professor of illustration at
New Jersey City University, will speak
about propaganda posters from World
War I, while award-winning illustra-
tor Victor Juhasz will share his expe-
rience of being embedded with war-
riors in training and on the front lines.

On Thursday, September 28, at 7
p.m., the library will welcome veter-
ans from Combat Paper and Frontline
Arts. These veterans will share their
artwork and writing, created on paper
they have made from re-purposed
military uniforms.

“World War I and America” is a
two-year initiative of Library of
America presented in partnership with
The Gilder Lehrman Institute of
American History, the National World

War I Museum and Memorial and
other organizations, with support from
The National Endowment for the Hu-
manities.

Registration is not required for these
September programs. For more in-
formation and to see the listings for
future events, go to scotlib.org/2017/
worldwarone, e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the library Reference Desk.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

niques and recipes. Admission is $4
for ages 13 and older; $3 for ages 3 to
12, and free for age 2 and younger.
The museum is located at 614 Moun-
tain Avenue, Westfield.

Upcoming events include a theo-
rem painting workshop on Saturday,
October 14, from 10 a.m. to noon.
Reservations are required, and the
fee is $15. To register, call or e-mail
the museum.

The Miller-Cory House Museum is
available for school, Scout or other
group tours. Also available is the
Showcase of 18th Century Skills,
during which volunteers demonstrate
colonial-era crafts and discuss 18th-
century life in New Jersey for inter-
ested groups, including on-site at lo-
cal schools.

For more information, call the mu-
seum at (908) 232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com. De-
tails on programs also are posted on
the museum’s Facebook page and on
its website, millercoryhouse.org.
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LIONS LAUD EAGLES...New Eagle Scouts Andrew Maldonado, left, and
Nicholas Alexander Chermak, both members of Westfield Boy Scout Troop 72,
receive certificates of achievement from the Westfield Lions Club. Lion Joan
Peiffer-Stanley, center, presented the certificates.

Westfield Lions Recognize
Two Local Eagle Scouts

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Li-
ons Club presented certificates of
achievement to Andrew Maldonado
and Nicholas Alexander Chermak, who
recently earned Eagle Scout status —
the highest rank in Boy Scouting.

Both young men are members of
Westfield Troop 72, one of the oldest
troops in the nation. Troop 72 re-
cently celebrated its 101st year of
continuing service. Representing the
Lions Club and making the presenta-
tion was Lion Joan Peiffer-Stanley of
Westfield.

Andrew and Nicholas earned this
honor only with years of hard work
and dedication, culminating with a
community project that would benefit
all of Westfield. Andrew is the son of

Mr. and Mrs. Victor Maldonado of
Westfield. Nicholas is the son of Alex
and Florence Chermak of Westfield.

Both Scouts received letters of con-
gratulations from President Donald
Trump and First Lady Melania Trump;
former President Barack Obama and
former First Lady Michelle Obama;
Governor Chris Christie; the Honor-
able Megan Brennan, Postmaster of
the United States; U.S. Senators Cory
Booker (D-N.J.) and Robert
Menendez (D-N.J.); Congressman
Leonard J. Lance (R-7th); New Jer-
sey Senate Minority Leader Thomas
H. Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield); As-
sembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield), and
Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky.

Fanwood Rec. Posts
Fall Senior Programs
FANWOOD — Fanwood Recre-

ation has announced its Fall schedule
of programs for the borough’s senior
community. Programs begin the week
of Monday, September 18, and end
the week of Monday, December 18.
They are scheduled for approximately
12 sessions, and will be held at the
Forest Road Park building unless oth-
erwise noted.

Programs include Aerobics, Tai
Chi, Zumba Gold, Water Exercise (at
the Jewish Community Center (JCC)
of Central New Jersey pool in Scotch
Plains) and Gentle Yoga. The cost for
each program is $15 for residents of
Fanwood and Scotch Plains and $30
for non-residents.

For more information and to regis-
ter, go to fanwoodrecreation.org.

Teens Can Enjoy
Fright Fest Trip

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area YMCA invites teens in grades 6
to 12 to enjoy some thrills and chills
at Six Flags Great Adventure’s Fright
Fest on Friday, September 29, when
the park transforms into a “scream
park” with Halloween-themed shows
and attractions in addition to its thrill
rides. A Westfield Area YMCA mem-
bership is not required.

The bus departs at 4 p.m. from both
Roosevelt and Edison Intermediate
Schools in Westfield and will return
to the Main Y Facility, located at 220
Clark Street, Westfield, by midnight.
The rain date is Friday, October 13.

This activity includes round-trip
transportation, chaperones and ad-
mission. Registration and payment is
required by Wednesday, September
20. No outside food or drinks are
allowed into the park. Participants
can bring money for food and games.

Those interested may register in
person at the Main Y Facility or online
at westfieldynj.org. Completed per-
mission slips along with payment (dis-
counted fees for those who have a
season pass) can be dropped off at the
Welcome Center at the Main Y Facil-
ity or in the main offices of Roosevelt
and Edison Intermediate Schools.

Garwood Library Offering
Museum Passes, Kid Events
GARWOOD — Thanks to a grant

from the Union County Freeholders
for children’s programming, the
Garwood Public Library will be able
to offer passes to the following muse-
ums: The Intrepid Sea, Air & Space
Museum, an American military and
maritime history museum located in
New York City; Grounds for Sculp-
ture, a 42-acre sculpture park and
museum located in Hamilton; Imag-
ine That, a hands-on children’s mu-
seum in Florham Park that caters to
pre-school and young school chil-
dren; The Newark Museum, one of
New Jersey’s largest art museums and
home to the Dreyfuss Planetarium,
Victoria Hall of Science and
Ballantine House, and Liberty Hall,
an American historic site located on
the grounds of Kean University.

The museum pass program will
begin this fall. Passes may be bor-
rowed by adult residents in good
standing with the library. Each pass
can be borrowed for a three-day pe-

riod. For additional information, con-
tact the library or check out its website.

Grant money also will be used for
after-school STEM programming.
Inventive Investigation will start
Wednesday, October 4, at 3 p.m., for
children in third grade and older. In
this program, youngsters will investi-
gate bugs and learn how they help the
environment; become a detective and
discover how forensic science plays a
role in solving crimes; become a spe-
cial-effects expert and discover why
science is the real star on the big
screen, and investigate meteorology
and build a UV detector.

The program will run for seven
weeks and will be followed by an-
other seven-week STEM program
called “STEMulating Science.” Chil-
dren will discover the various types
of animals — above and below water;
feel the force of energy and might of
motion in physics explorations; ex-
plore alternative energy sources; ven-
ture into the world of robotics; shake
up a mixture and experiment with
telecommunication.

Registration is required for both
programs.

The library also continues to offer
regular programming including Book
Clubs, Adult Craft, Kids Crafts, Lego
Club, Story Time, Movie Time and
Knitting Club. In December, Santa
will visit the library again.

The library, located at 411 Third
Avenue, is open Monday through
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Fridays, 9
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and Saturdays, 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. The library may be
reached at (908) 789-1670 and by e-
mail at garwoodlibrary@gmail.com.
Information about the library, its
online catalog, its monthly programs
and more can be found on the library’s
website at youseemore.com/garwood.
Individuals also can “like” the library
on its Facebook page at
facebook.com/garwoodlibrary. Mountainside Rotary Plans

First Pickleball Tourney
MOUNTAINSIDE — The

Mountainside Rotary Club, in co-
operation with the Mountainside
Recreation Department, will host
its first annual Pickleball tourna-
ment on Friday, October 6, at 7
p.m. Pickleball is a combination of
badminton, tennis and table tennis.

The tournament will be preceded
at 6:30 p.m. by a “Learn to Play”
clinic. The tournament itself will
have multiple flights of players
based upon skill level. Those new
to the sport are invited to join the
fun in the beginner bracket. Expe-
rienced and competitive players can
sign up for the competitive bracket.

The location is the Mountainside

Tennis Courts, behind Borough
Hall ,  1385 Route 22,  East ,
Mountainside.

Mountainside Rotary is a local
service organization that helps
charitable causes around the world
as well as in Mountainside. Among
its local projects are the refurbish-
ment of the Borough Hall bus stop;
dictionaries and thesauri distrib-
uted to Deerfield School students,
and an annual scholarship program
at both the high-school and grade-
school level.

The cost is $20 per person. For
more information, call (908) 967-
7066 or e-mail
msidepb@hotmail.com.

KINDNESS “ROCKS”...The Threes and Fours classes at the Westfield Area Y’s
Early Learning Center YMCA recently went on a field trip to Mindowaskin Park
with their teachers and Westfield Area YMCA Counselors-In-Training. While
there, the kids hid Kindness Rocks. Kindness Rocks have become a national
phenomenon and are meant to bring joy to the people who find them. The children
have painted about 100 rocks in Art class, and their teacher helped to write messages
for the students such as “have a good day,” “smile” and “happy summer.”

Museum to Recall Horrors
Of One-Room Schoolhouse

TALENT FOR WATERCOLOR...Local artist Kim Eckstrom is exhibiting her
paintings at the Fanwood Memorial Library. The exhibit coincides with Fanny
Wood Day this Sunday, September 17, and runs through October. Her style, while
impressionistic, also is playful and appeals to adults and children. Ms. Eckstrom
has won several awards and recently placed first at the Union County Senior
Amateur Art Competition for watercolor, and is pictured with her first-place
watercolor. The library is located at 5 Forest Road.




