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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
Visit Us - 251 North Ave. West
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail - The Westfield Leader/Times

PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
www.goleader.com//help

Useful Information, It is all there at www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date and Customer ID are printed on your mailing label.)
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Thanks to Pool Mgrs.,
Staff for Great Summer

I wanted to commend the Westfield
Memorial Pool managers, staff and
especially the lifeguards for an out-
standing summer pool season. I made
frequent (almost daily) use of the lap
pool and I was impressed at how clean
the water and pool complex was and
how attentive the guards were. Thank
you for a great summer and I wish you
all a successful academic year and I
am already counting down the days to
next summer’s opening day!

Dan Biglin
Westfield

About Donations To
The Food Pantry

Dear Ms. Cohen, The Westfield
Community Food Pantry volunteers
thank the YMCA members for their
generous donations of non-perishable
food this past year. Food donations
from the Y have helped hundreds of
needed families in the community.
Donation bins are located near both
entrances to the YMCA, and at the
entrances to the Bauer Family Branch
YMCA and the Garwood Family
Center YMCA.

Summer is a time with few food
drives, and the Food Pantry runs out
of some standard items we provide to
families in need. The Food Pantry
looks forward to the continued gener-
ous donations by the Y community,
and welcomes donations of all non-
perishable food, especially soups and
canned “meals” (such as chili and
pasta dishes). Thanking you on be-
half of all the Food Pantry volunteers.

Douglas MacNeil
Westfield Food Pantry

Westfield Engages Residents and
Businesses to Improve Parking

Parking Violations Move Consumers
From Stores To Likes of Amazon

As your Mayor, I have worked to
ensure that Westfield residents and
non-residents alike have every incen-
tive to shop and dine local. That’s
why under my leadership, the town
has made significant improvements
in parking and parking capabilities.

In addition to adding over 120 park-
ing spaces in the heart of Downtown,
we have also increased free parking
hours by reducing the time you have
to pay by 2 hours (from 9 a.m.-7 p.m.
to 10 a.m.-6 p.m.). The town has also
created two free “express spaces” on
Quimby St. near North Ave. for people
parking for 15 minutes or less to
facilitate businesses with their take-
out orders. Additionally, new meter
heads are being installed, which will
offer more convenient payment meth-
ods, including payment by app, credit
and debit cards, and smart cards.

Over the last the few years, the
Town Council and I have expanded
and improved Lot 1 (Trader Joe’s
lot), Lot 3 (South Avenue Train Sta-
tion), Lot 4 (Baron’s Lot), and Lot 5

(Behind the Rialto theatre). Due to
the Mayor’s Downtown Task Force
recommendations, we will be re-con-
figuring Lot 7 (across from the Post
office) and we are in discussions with
the state to re-do the North Avenue
and Elm Street intersection, which
will be followed by re-configuration
of the North Avenue Train Station Lot
7). For more information, please see
the Mayor’s Downtown Task Force
report at www.westfieldnj.gov/mdtf.

By the way, I am continuing my
walking tour of Westfield and in July
and August have logged in about
219,000 steps in all four Wards plus
Downtown – that’s 109 miles!! If you
have missed my travels, you can fol-
low me on the Re-Elect Mayor Andy
Skibitsky Facebook page. You can be
assured that you will see our Council
candidates and I again as we still have
many miles of walking planned for
the coming months all the way to
November 7th!

Mayor Andy Skibitsky
Westfield

I am writing this letter to address
the predator nature of parking viola-
tions that exist in the downtown
Westfield area by parking enforce-
ment. The true, intended purposes of
parking meters, to name a few, are to
ensure turnover or availability of
space, social engineering of human
habits for various desirable reasons,
and to offer shoppers the opportunity
to park while simultaneously discour-
aging shop employees from hoarding
these same spots for the sake of busi-
ness sustainability.

However, in Westfield’s case as
well as many other towns, these more
altruistic reasons are now a very trans-
parent veil for the true reason of park-
ing meters. The truth is that they pro-
vide a consistent and fairly large rev-
enue stream that the town has come to
heavily rely upon no matter the con-
sequences. Worse yet, they actually
savor being able to issue a corpulent
amount of parking tickets given the
huge marginal benefit it provides rela-
tive to the meter payments themselves.
In the case of Westfield, as I have
personally witnessed, the hawkish
nature of what seems like an ever
expanding parking enforcement lit-
erally hovering over street meters at
times waiting for them to expire has
continued to create a hostile public
downtown environment not only to
shoppers, but to residents of the town
as well. While our fairly sizeable va-
cancy rate of downtown retail loca-
tions can be blamed on several fac-
tors, incongruent interests of busi-
ness owners and the parking meter/
violations coffers are fairly high on
that list as well. These meters and
violations also further help consum-
ers move away from bricks and mor-
tars to the Amazon’s of the world.
After all, the price of a year of Ama-
zon Prime is only equal to about three
parking violations. Violations also do
not include streaming service for

shows like Transparent or The Pa-
triot, just screaming service.

What is especially troubling about
parking meters is that they are placed
on public streets. Public, by defini-
tion, means that no one entity or per-
son owns it and thus a city cannot
charge a person for using something
that everyone owns. Yet, here I was,
standing within several feet of my
car, speaking to a fellow resident of
Westfield. When I looked over at the
time my meter expired, a parking
enforcement officer was already at-
tached to my meter like a town paid
Remora sucking the money out of my
wallet by virtue of his, might I dare
say, overly efficient mobile tablet and
hip printer slung around his waist like
an Adam West era Batman Utility
belt. He did not even take the com-
mon courtesy to look around him to
first see a guy holding his keys nor
care to ask if this was my car. When I
made him aware, he gleefully first hit
the button on his money vacuum ma-
chine then said, “Sorry. It’s already
entered into the system.”

Wham, Pow! Arriving at the police
station by that same car six minutes
later to protest, I received the answer
that I would have to plead innocent
and challenge it in court. Thirty-two
dollars is over 42 times what I already
paid the meter, but not enough money
to make most people challenge these
tickets in court as it has to be done in
person. And this is what the town
banks on time after time.

Finally, I would like to meter out a
little advice to our parking enforce-
ment. I understand you have a job to
do, but when you do it in a rapacious
manner without common sense or
moral character, especially when con-
sciously profiling newer or more ex-
pensive vehicles, you are no higher
than the gutter you walk in daily.

Aaron Turnof
Westfield

Bringing Up Irrelevant Issues About
The Campaign Is A Smokescreen

It’s no surprise that the Republican
Party machine chose the first Thurs-
day after Labor Day to launch their
public attack against Shelley Brindle
and her candidacy for Mayor of
Westfield. Having one of the long-
time GOP faithful instead of the
Mayor doing the attacking is also no
surprise as the Mayor promised us
months ago – in these very pages –
that he would stay above the fray. But
make no mistake, fellow Westfield
residents: That campaign promise
doesn’t apply to the Mayor’s sup-
porters.

Bringing up irrelevant issues about
Shelley is a smokescreen straight out
of the Republican Party playbook that
is meant to distract Westfield voters
from the real issue in this campaign –
this current government’s poor track
record when it comes to recruiting
and retaining new businesses to down-
town. Westfield voters are smart
enough not to be fooled by this diver-
sionary tactic. The fact remains that
Downtown Westfield has suffered
under this current government’s
watch. We can do better.

That’s why I am joining the scores
of Westfield residents who are voting
for Shelley Brindle for Mayor. Shelley
has the vision, energy and enthusiasm
to bring people of different back-

grounds together for a common cause.
She is the only candidate in this race
who will bring Westfield into the fu-
ture with fresh, new ideas.

I am proud to call Shelley my friend
and join the Brindle Bandwagon.

Chris Loder
Westfield

Never Ever Forget
While living in Garwood in a third

floor walkup I could see the top of the
World Trade Center from my kitchen
window. Each morning as I would have
coffe I lifted the shade on tlhat window
and if I could clearly see the top of the
buliding, not shrouded in cloulds, I
would feel as if it would be a good day.
That 9/11 tlhe sky was saphire blue and
the building was like a beacon lighted
by the morning sun. Little did I or
anyone know what was to come it ap-
peared that it would be a good day.

On 9/12 I lifted that same shade and
there was nothing but black smoke
billowing across the horizon. It was
gone, along with almost 3,000 innocent
lives. I never opened the shade again in
the morning. Because when I did and
viewed the emptiness replacing the
buildings I would simply cry. God Bless
America. We will never ever forget the
pain our hearts felt on that day.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Clark

Heartfelt Thanks
The early morning hours of August

28th will forever be engraved in our
hearts and minds. We grieve over the
loss of our dear Jake ~ son, brother,
grandson, and nephew. No one imag-
ines going through such loss. It’s
something you read about in the news-
paper and your heart aches for that
family; just as the community of
Westfield has done for us. We are
simply overwhelmed by all the love,
prayers, support and encouragement
we continue to receive from friends,
acquaintances, and even total strang-
ers from Westfield and beyond.

 Over 800 people attended Jake’s
memorial service. We are so heart
warmed and grateful to all of you who
came to honor Jake and express how
in his 19 years he had left an impres-
sion on your life. Truly unforgettable
and remarkable.

 We echo the sentiment we have
heard over and over – “there are no
words.” Simply saying Thank You
will never suffice. This wonderful
town, the fire department, the police
department, especially Officer John
Riceria, our neighbors, the Westfield
school system, WHS athletic teams,
and community at large have our un-
failing love and sincere gratitude.

Ali Griggs and Sam Tooley
Lois and Dick Griggs

Debi and Stephen Murphy
www.goleader.com

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Senal – Spanish for a landmark
2. Worral – A lizard-like animal with a

forked tongue
3. Potamian – A soft-shelled river tor-

toise
4. Hirple – To limp

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

POURRIDIE
1. A surplus in supplies, materials, etc.
2. A nightgown
3. Any of various fungus growths which

decay the roots of vines
4. A soluable poison formed in the

putrefaction of blood and other protein
matter

REQUIN
1. A shark
2. A battle ax or mace
3. A sperm whale
4. A nectarine

MICHE
1. To cheat or defraud
2. To hide or sneak
3. Sharpness; eagerness
4. Literary works

TREAGUE
1. To coil or wind round
2. Of an alien or foreign nature
3. A scar or ulcer underneath the skin

of sheep
4. A truce

More Letters
on  page 17

Fall Is Ideal Time to Consider
Joining Local Organizations

Autumn officially begins one week from tomor-
row, and while we find ourselves bidding adieu to
idyllic summer pleasures and beach weather, we
also are entering a season of renewal. A new school
year has begun. Children and adults alike are recon-
necting with friends after summer vacations. Tradi-
tional fall activities are making their return as well,
from high-school football games to colorful festi-
vals to preparations for religious and secular holi-
days.

This month also marks the start of a new year for
various clubs and organizations within our area,
many of which conduct their activities from Septem-
ber through June. These civic and other community
groups collectively represent a wide range of ages,
interests and talents, and their activities greatly
benefit not only their fellow residents but many
others beyond our borders.

Many of these organizations are dedicated to com-
munity service, while all offer opportunities for
socialization and personal enrichment. Some groups
feature trips, projects and recreational fare; others
present activities designed to broaden participants’
skills and knowledge. There is seemingly something
for everyone among their ranks.

These entities, spread across Westfield, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, Mountainside, Cranford, Garwood,
Berkeley Heights and surrounding municipalities,

are dedicated to myriad causes, among them historic
preservation and genealogy; higher education for
local students; the arts; libraries and literature; hor-
ticulture and town beautification; delivering meals
to the homebound; humanitarian efforts spanning
local to international levels; politics; senior citizens’
interests and veterans’ concerns, to give just a brief
sampling.

Our local organizations always welcome new mem-
bers, and with many of them presently beginning
their new year, we feel this is the ideal time to check
them out. For those with some spare time, perhaps
empty nesters or retirees; those new to the commu-
nity and looking to get acquainted with others in
town, or those simply wishing to pursue a particular
interest or learn something new, any one of these
organizations may just fit the bill.

We wish to make special mention in this regard of
our local volunteer rescue squads and volunteer
firefighter units, which stand at the ready to aid their
neighbors 24 hours a day, seven days a week, through-
out the year. It is particularly vital that their numbers
remain strong.

All of these groups can only remain viable and
continue their important work through sufficient
membership, and we hope to see them remain part of
our communities for years to come, as they have
been for generations.

Preparedness Month Is A Good
Time to Ensure We Are Ready

With two major hurricanes hitting Texas and
Florida this month, already New Jersey is reminding
everyone to be prepared in advance during hurricane
season as well as other weather emergencies. Sep-
tember is National Preparedness Month.

In order to be ready, it is advised that everyone
should have a go-kit that includes fresh water, non-
perishable food and flashlights with fresh batteries.
Emergency kits should be kept not just at home, but
in your car and at work. Also, a back supply of
medication that will last a week is important to avoid
health issues. Families are encouraged to create an
emergency plan with family and neighbors includ-
ing how to contact each other and where to meet.

During Sandy we all realized that basics like
gasoline and cell phones can become unavailable.
Local libraries became gathering spots to charge up
cell phones. Additionally, it is recommended to
download a group texting app so your entire family
or group can keep in touch before, during and after
an emergency. Also, keep some cash on hand in case

of emergencies and know what your homeowner’s
insurance policy or your condo association’s policy
covers before an emergency strikes.

We are lucky to reside in an area with loads of
emergency services available from our local police
and firefighters, rescue squads and the County of
Union’s first responders — EMS, County Police and
Hazmat — located on North Avenue in Westfield.
We also have several area hospitals — Overlook
Medical Center in Summit, RWJ University Hospi-
tal Rahway and even Trinitas Regional Medical
Center in Elizabeth — within reach.

One thing that has been a positive is how our
country has responded to Hurricane Harvey, and
how it will surely do the same in the wake of
Hurricane Irma. During Sandy, neighbor helped
neighbor, the county pitched in to assist towns such
as helping them fuel up emergency vehicles, neigh-
bors lent out emergency generators, etc. Hopefully,
New Jersey is spared this hurricane season, but it
never hurts to be prepared.




