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Residents Arrested In
In Narcotics Probe

WESTFIELD — Police Chief
David Wayman reports that on Fri-
day, August 31, at approximately 2:43
p.m. the Westfield Community Re-
sponse Tactical Unit executed a state
Superior Court search warrant at 11
Stoneleigh Park after a two-month
long investigation into the illegal dis-
tribution of narcotics by Alexander
Mazen, 21, of Westfield, according
to a press release from the Westfield
Police Department.

During the execution of the search
warrant the unit recovered over 60
LSD tabs, a bag containing four HO
MiPT, which is a psychedelic nar-
cotic, marijuana, as well as parapher-
nalia consistent with the distribution
of LSD.

Subsequent to these findings and
the investigation leading up to the

search, Mazen was placed under ar-
rest and charged with the following:
possession of suspected LSD with
intent to distribute, possession of sus-
pected CDS/analog – Schedule I, II,
III ,IV, possession of suspected of a
controlled dangerous substance
(CDS)/under 50 grams of marijuana
and possession of drug parapherna-
lia. Charges are pending for addi-
tional narcotics found on scene, ac-
cording to the release.

During the search it was also
found that Jeffrey Mazen, 57, and
Elisa Mazen, 56, both of Westfield,
were in possession of marijuana of
over 50 grams and were both
charged with possession of sus-
pected CDS marijuana over 50
grams and possession of drug para-
phernalia.

Acting Prosecutor Park
Returning to Private Sector
COUNTY — Acting Union County

Prosecutor Grace H. Park submitted
her resignation last week as she re-
turns to the private sector after more
than four years with the county. Ms.
Park’s last day as prosecutor was Sep-
tember 13. She will become deputy
general counsel and chief litigation
counsel for the energy company Pub-
lic Service Enterprise Group, Inc.
(PSEG).

“Serving the citizens of Union
County in this position has been a
tremendous honor. The two parts of
this job I will miss the most are the
mission of the work and the amazing
people who execute that mission,”
Ms. Park said. “It has been extremely
humbling to work alongside of them,
day in and day out, with the goal of
simply doing the right thing, every
day.”

Governor Chris Christie and New
Jersey Attorney General Christo-
pher S. Porrino announced the ap-
pointment of Thomas K. Isenhour
as acting Union County Prosecu-
tor. Mr. Isenhour, a 33-year vet-
eran of the office, formerly served
as first assistant prosecutor under
Ms. Park.

The first Asian-American county
prosecutor in New Jersey history
and the first female and minority
lead prosecutor in Union County’s
160-year history, Ms. Park was
sworn in to office on June 17, 2013.
As the chief law enforcement of-
ficer in Union County, she oversaw
an office of approximately 250 em-
ployees and an approximately $22-
million annual budget, coordinat-
ing the law enforcement efforts of
more than 1,500 police officers in
21 municipal police departments,
the Union County Sheriff’s Office,
and the Union County Police De-
partment.

Ms. Park’s final day in office coin-
cided with the grand opening of the
Union County Family Justice Center
(FJC), which includes on-site
prosecutor’s office staff joining oth-
ers in the newly constructed Union
County Courthouse Cherry Street
Annex and offers such services from
assistance in attaining housing to the
provision of health and social ser-
vices to preparation for court pro-
ceedings.

Among Prosecutor Park’s other
accomplishments in office was the
rollout of what remains New Jersey’s
most comprehensive county-funded,
multi-department deployment of
body-worn cameras (BWCs) to date,
through which approximately
$750,000 in Prosecutor’s Office for-
feiture funding helped ensure that
patrol officers in 16 of Union County’s
21 municipalities were outfitted with
a total of approximately 800 devices
as part of their uniforms by August
2016.

Under Ms. Park’s leadership, the
Prosecutor’s Office’s Guns, Gangs,
Drugs, and Violent Crimes Task Force
also made unprecedented strides in
its efforts to target high-level drug
traffickers and organizations operat-
ing in Union County during recent
years. In 2015 and 2016, Task Force
operations resulted in the seizure of a
combined total of more than 28 kilo-
grams of heroin and fentanyl, mark-
ing the two largest single-year quan-
tities of those drugs seized since at

least 2008.
In addition, the Prosecutor’s Of-

fice during the last four years partici-
pated in more than 100 community
events, with Ms. Park directly ad-
dressing citizens on matters ranging
from the heroin and opioid abuse
epidemic to transparency in law en-
forcement.

Prior to her appointment as acting
prosecutor, Ms. Park had spent seven
years as a federal prosecutor with
the U.S. Attorney’s Office in New
Jersey, prosecuting cases involving
terrorism, narcotics, violent crime,
healthcare and government fraud,
and economic crimes. More recently,
Ms. Park managed civil litigation
for the pharmaceutical manufacturer
Pfizer Inc. as senior corporate coun-
sel.

Ms. Park is a graduate of the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley and
Harvard Law School. She is admitted
to the bars of the State of New Jersey,
State of New York, the Federal Dis-
trict Court of New Jersey, Southern
District of New York, and the U.S.
Supreme Court.

Madison Hill Bridge Should
Be Done by December 1

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The replacement of
the Madison Hill Road bridge over the
Robinson’s Branch in Clark is ex-
pected to be completed by December
1 of this year, Joseph Graziano, direc-
tor of the Union County Department
of Engineering, Public Works and Fa-
cilities Management, told the Board of
Chosen Freeholders last Thursday.

The board awarded a $2.7-million
contract to Montana Construction of
Lodi in September of 2015 to replace
the bridge, which was identified as in
need of repair in 2011 when a nine-
foot-deep sinkhole was discovered.

The project has experienced a num-
ber of delays, Mr. Graziano said.

“There were some conditions that
were unexpected due to a water line
that the water company was concerned
about; a vibration from the bridge
that was going to affect the (steel)
sheet piling right there,” said Mr.
Graziano, adding that this required a
new design of a water pipe.

He added that the project was
among those impacted by Governor
Chris Christie’s shutdown in June of
2016 of Department of Transporta-
tion projects funded through the state’s
Transportation Trust Fund (TTF) over
a battle with state lawmakers to raise
the state’s gasoline tax. Governor
Christie signed legislation last Octo-
ber to increase the gas tax 23 cents
per gallon and also lifted the execu-
tive order shutting down construction

projects.
Mr. Graziano said in addition, the

“original design of this bridge had the
road completely shut down and the
whole design was changed due to
leaving one lane of traffic open so
you can always go through.”

The board will vote tonight, Sep-
tember  14, on increasing funding to
T&M Associates of Middletown,
which is providing construction ad-
ministration services and inspection
services for the project, by $101,532
for a new contract of $416,394.

In other business, the board will
vote on a resolution concurring with
Springfield to perform a traffic study
and upgrades as required at the inter-
section of South Springfield Avenue
and Hillside Avenue in the township.

Two Freeholder-sponsored resolu-
tions also will be on tonight’s agenda.
The first resolution, sponsored by
Freeholder Chris Hudak and the en-
tire board, urges President Donald
Trump “to reconsider his decision to
end the Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals (DACA) program,” and
further urges Congress to pass “mean-
ingful legislation to create a path to-
ward citizenship.” The second reso-
lution, sponsored by Freeholder Bette
Jane Kowalski and the entire board,
opposes the 2017 income tax reform
“to cut multiple entitlement programs
for low-income and/or poverty
stricken vulnerable target populations
nationwide, New Jersey and Union
County.”

Scutari Comments On
Park’s Announcement
TRENTON – Senator Nicholas P.

Scutari (D-22nd, Linden) issued the
following statement on the announce-
ment that Union County Acting Pros-
ecutor Grace H. Park will depart her
position later this month and return to
the private sector. She will be suc-
ceeded by Thomas K. Isenhour, who
currently serves as first assistant pros-
ecutor:

“I want to thank Prosecutor Park
for her commitment and years of
dedicated service to the people of
Union County and to the important
work of promoting fairness and pur-
suing justice. Since 2013, she has
led the office and an impressive team
of prosecutors with professionalism
and distinction. I wish her the best as
she begins the next chapter of her
career in the private sector.

“Thomas Isenhour has served de-
cades in the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office including as first assistant dur-
ing Prosecutor Park’s tenure as chief
law enforcement officer in the county.
I have all the confidence that he will
continue to operate the office with the
effectiveness and professionalism that
we’ve seen over the last number of
years. I wish him well and look for-
ward to working with him in his new
capacity.”

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, L.L.C.
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

(908) 322-7000
www.bramnicklaw.com

Richard M. Brockway
Richard has enjoyed a thirty-five year track
record of success in all phases of complex
personal injury litigation, with multiple six and
seven figure verdicts and settlements in the
fields of automobile and construction accidents,
product liability, premises liability, medical
malpractice and nursing home care cases.

Carl Salisbury has more than 25 years of courtroom
and trial experience in complex commercial cases,
with an emphasis on representing corporate
policyholders in disputes with insurance
companies. He has helped policyholders recover
insurance for environmental pollution, workplace
discrimination, Directors’ & Officer’s contamination,
construction defects, and many other disputes. He
also consults with corporations and government
entities to analyze and improve their risk
management and insurance portfolios.

Meet some Bramnick Lawyers:

Carl A. Salisbury

Lance Joins President at
Meeting on Gateway Tunnel
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.

Leonard Lance (R-7th) last week
joined in a meeting at the White House
with President Donald Trump on the
Gateway Tunnel – a project critical to
New Jersey and the Northeast Corri-
dor. New Jersey Governor Chris
Christie, New York Governor An-
drew Cuomo and lawmakers from
both states also attended.

“President Trump today assembled
supporters of the Gateway Tunnel
project to meet at the White House
where the Governors and lawmakers
outlined the importance of the project.
This Administration has indicated that
infrastructure investment will be a
priority and I am hopeful that today’s
meeting and information will per-
suade President Trump to consider

Gateway to be a national priority. I
stand willing to work with the Presi-
dent on this issue to make sure we
keep the Northeast Corridor region
an economic powerhouse for the na-
tion. There is more work to be done,
but I appreciate the President’s invi-
tation and interest in the project.”

“...A strong majority in the U.S.
House affirmed that the Northeast
Corridor must remain a vibrant na-
tional asset. I will continue to work in
a bipartisan capacity to build support
for the Gateway Tunnel project on
Capitol Hill and with the Trump Ad-
ministration.”

ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL...Westfield Councilman Keith Loughlin cam-
paigns with former Fourth Ward Councilman James Foerst.
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County to Honor
POWS/MIAS

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders invites
all county residents and visitors to
gather with veterans and their families
at the plaza in front of the Union County
Courthouse on Friday, September 15
at 11 a.m., for the  annual POW/MIA
Remembrance Day ceremony.

 The courthouse is located at 2
Broad Street, Elizabeth. In case of
rain, the ceremony will be moved
inside to Courthouse Rotunda.

MHANJ to hold Walk
At Nomahegan Park
CRANFORD — On Saturday, Oc-

tober 14, the Mental Health Associa-
tion in New Jersey (MHANJ), in part-
nership with Monarch Housing Asso-
ciates, will hold its 10th Annual 5K
Walk for Wellness and Recovery at
Nomahegan Park in Cranford.

Registration is $25 prior to the event
and $30 on the day of the event. To
register, visit the registration site. Reg-
istration opens at 8:30 a.m. with the
opening ceremony at 9:45 a.m. fol-
lowed by the start of the walk at 10 a.m.

More than 300 people participated
in last year’s walk. Activities at this
year’s event will include a DJ,
children’s playground, warm-up ex-
ercises, refreshments, outreach at
community resource tables, drawings
for door prizes and more. This is a
family and dog friendly event.

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD -- The recreation
commission welcomed many former
commission members and public of-
ficials at its Monday meeting, includ-
ing Town Administrator James Gildea,
who attended the meeting to honor
Recreation Director Bruce Kaufmann.
Mr. Kaufmann will retire as of tomor-
row, September 15, after 16 years of
service to the town.

All of the commission members
made brief presentations praising Mr.
Kaufmann for the many projects —
both large and small — that he spear-
headed during his tenure, including
the installation of turf fields at Sid
Faye/Houlihan, the complete reno-
vation of Memorial Pool, and exten-
sive upgrades to the facilities at
Tamaques Park and Gumbert and
Memorial Fields. The speakers
praised Mr. Kaufmann’s passion for
the town, his commitment to public
service and his in-depth knowledge
of the myriad legal and regulatory
issues associated with operating a
recreation department which serves
more than 30,000 residents. Several
members of the recreation depart-
ment, including Linda Johnson and
Heather Re, thanked Mr. Kaufmann
for mentoring them and for creating a
positive work environment, includ-
ing his practice of cleaning the snow
off employees’ cars.

Westfield Board of Education
(BOE) member Chris Langhart, who
serves as the BOE’s liaison to the
commission, provided those present
with a brief report on the proposal to
renovate the Kehler fields. Mr.
Langhart explained that the board
would work closely with the recre-
ation department on the timing of any
renovations to ensure there are suffi-
cient fields available for the spring
2018 sports season.

Mr. Kaufmann provided a finan-
cial report on the 2017 Summer Play-
ground Program. According to Mr.
Kaufmann, 896 children participated
in the program, which generated ap-
proximately $2,700. He also provided
detailed financial reports on the op-
erations at Memorial Pool. The pool
generated approximately $82,245 in
surplus due in large part to a $30,000
increase in gate revenues and guest
fees. There were 7,388 member guests

and 3,831 non-member guests at the
pool during the summer, which gen-
erated approximately $151,000 in
gate fees.

Frank Arena, the town council’s
liaison to the commission, advised
that the council’s Finance Policy Com-
mittee will have another meeting to
discuss the field upgrades and other
improvements at Tamaques Park. If
the funds for the project are included
in the 2018 municipal budget, it is
possible that the preliminary site
preparation work could begin at the
end of the 2018 fall sports season and
construction by the spring of 2019.

The commission members also re-
viewed proposed designs for a pre-
fabricated comfort facility at Memo-
rial Park. The original plan was to
construct a three-bay, ADA (Ameri-
cans With Disabilities Act)-compli-
ant bathroom facility; however, the
bids that were received ranged from
$454,000 to $639,000, which were
significantly higher than expected.
As a result, commission members
agreed to consider the prefabricated
structures which would be signifi-
cantly less expensive.

They also agreed to fully support
the installation of a bench in the vi-
cinity of the circle in the playground
area of Tamaques Park to honor the
memory of Ezra Lee Kennedy, a
Westfield High School student who
passed away in a hiking accident in
July 2016. Several members of the
commission noted that the installa-
tion of benches at town-owned fields
was a fitting and meaningful way to
acknowledge residents, especially
children such as Ezra, an athlete who
participated in many of the town’s
sports programs.

Commission members also dis-
cussed the Union County Freehold-
ers’ agreement to reimburse the com-
munity for approximately $313,000
in grant monies and the schedule for
the installation of the newly-pur-
chased Automated External
Defibrillators (AED) at all board of
education buildings and town-owned
fields. The AED project was jointly
funded by the Westfield Foundation,
the recreation department and the
Westfield Lacrosse community. In the
event of a cardiac arrest, an AED
device can shock a person’s heart
back to its proper rhythm.
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Retired Garwood Chief
Arrested In Scam

GARWOOD — Retired Garwood
police chief Robert Ryan, 71, of
Factoryville, Pa., has pleaded no con-
test to charges that he participated in
a scam that cost a 95-year-old
Northampton Township, Pa., man al-
most $29,000, according to a Bucks
County District Office press release.

Ryan, who retired in 2000 after 30
years with the Garwood Police De-
partment, told a Bucks County judge
that he, too, had lost $30,000 to a
Jamaica-based hoax and that his crimes
were an attempt to recover his losses.

“He seems to be a very nice man. I
never intended to hurt him,” Ryan
said of the victim, who sat in a wheel-
chair in the back of the courtroom and
did not speak. “I was just trying to get
my money back. It was a very foolish
mistake for me to make, being a former
law enforcement officer.”

Ryan spent five months in the Bucks
County Correctional Facility prior to
pleading no contest to charges that
included four felony counts of theft

by deception on Monday. He was given
a sentence of time served to 23 months,
followed by five years of probation
and ordered to repay the victim’s losses,
totaling $28,900, in monthly incre-
ments of no less than $200 each.

Ryan was arrested on December
22, 2016, after Wells Fargo Bank
employees summoned police who
found Ryan was there with the victim
attempting to withdraw $3,800 from
two accounts. Bank employees
blocked the transaction because more
than $20,000 already had been with-
drawn that month from the victim’s
accounts, court records show.

The victim told police that he had
been contacted earlier in the month
by a man calling himself James
Holliday, who told the victim that he
had won $33 million in a lottery and
that a courier would be coming by to
pick up money to pay taxes before the
prize could be claimed.  Ryan said he
had suffered a series of strokes that he
believed had affected his judgment.

Recreation Commission
Honors Director Kaufmann




