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by its personnel when inspecting
and maintaining the site once it was
operational. This led Mr. Loughlin
to question whether the zoning board
could give final approval to the ap-
plication without knowing what the
actual access point would be, given
that the state had not yet weighed
in.

Mr. Simon completed his ques-
tioning of Mr. Gualtieri at 11:30
p.m., and when Zoning Board Chair-
man Ken Anderson noted that Ms.
Kanrich still had three more wit-
nesses to present — all of whom
were likely to be subject to ques-
tioning by Mr. Simon and by the
board — the T-Mobile attorney
again stated that she would not agree
to an extension of the hearing to a
later date.

Mr. Loughlin again called Ms.
Kanrich’s position “unfortunate,”
saying, “I don’t understand it” and
maintaining that there had been “no
improper handling of this applica-
tion.” Mr. Anderson then tersely
asked Ms. Kanrich, “How long are
you expecting us to stay? All night?”
She said that T-Mobile’s applica-
tion had been pending since Octo-
ber 2016, adding later that the board
could have scheduled a special
meeting over the summer to hear
the application, but chose not to.

Mr. Loughlin, while admitting that
he was “trying to constrain myself,”
then castigated Ms. Kanrich’s posi-
tion, saying the board tries to “hear
these cases expeditiously” and call-
ing it “completely improper and
completely unfair” for her to say,
“at 9:15, we insist on a decision
tonight.”

Mr. Anderson then reminded Ms.
Kanrich that “tonight” was set to
expire in about 15 minutes, at mid-
night.

Mr. Simon, the attorney for the
Donato Circle residents, said it

the existing Alan Augustine Village
Green and featuring the adjacent
Osborn Cannonball House and
Hamilton House on Front Street,
the Stage House restaurant on Park
Avenue, and the Baptist Church and
its Revolutionary War-era cemetery
and Baptist Parsonage a block to
the north.

“Things are starting to fall into
place,” the mayor said, adding that
he has “some other ideas” about the
downtown, but is not yet ready to
share them publicly.

He did acknowledge a few ob-
stacles needing to be addressed, with
the daily heavy truck traffic along
Park Avenue being a priority. He
cited a study that found 3,500 trucks
of all sizes travel on Park Avenue
every day, with a good deal of the
truck traffic coming from the
Weldon Quarry on New Providence
Road in Watchung, just over the
Route 22 bridge. The quarry plans
to expand its operations onto the
property currently occupied by the
now-closed Colorado Café, mean-
ing a likely increase in truck traffic.

Calling it “a long-term issue,” the
mayor said he plans to work with
county and state officials to seek
possible alternative through-routes
from north of Route 22 down to
Clark and Edison.

The mayor told The Times that
the key to any of the township’s
plans for downtown is parking. “We
have to make sure we have conve-
nient parking that benefits our mer-
chants,” he said. Towards that end,
the police department has recently
started stronger enforcement of
parking regulations in municipal
parking lots, which commuters have
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DEDICATION OF PUMPER...Fanwood Fire Chief  John Piccola makes com-
ments at Saturday’s dedication ceremony for the borough’s new Engine 7.
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SUNDAY SHOPPING...These women look  over a vendor’s wares  at Fanwood’s
Arts and Crafts Fair on Sunday, held at the Fanwood Train Station.
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Redevelopment
used to park their cars for free while
they commute to their jobs, and on
certain residential streets near com-
muter bus stops.

Besides the upcoming committee
meetings and the October 4 town-
hall session, the planning board will
soon hear from its planner about his
investigation into redeveloping the
Phase 1 portion of the downtown
business district. The board has
vowed that residents will be able to
speak about the planner’s findings
at a public hearing.

In addition, Thomas Strowe was
hired last month to be the township’s
project coordinator for redevelop-
ment, a position he said will involve
“a mix of things,” including coordi-
nating and leading some of the re-
development efforts, and “making
sure it’s moving along.” He told
The Times at last Saturday’s Farm-
ers’ Market that he will work with
the township planner and attorney
as well as the township council and
planning board, and also will com-
municate with business and prop-
erty owners, and the public, about
the redevelopment process as it
moves forward. “Opinions are im-
portant,” Mr. Strowe said. “It’s im-
portant for residents to know their
ideas and thoughts are welcome.”

He said that a questionnaire, a
draft of which was available at the
Farmers’ Market, is being finalized
so that residents can weigh in with
their thoughts and input regarding
downtown redevelopment. The
questionnaire is expected to be
available soon on the township’s
website and at town events such as
Scotch Plains Day and other activi-
ties.
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Cell Tower

into a circle. I listened to the
applicant’s positives regarding the
development. In the end, the square is
not a circle,” board member Robert
Benacchio said.

In other board business, Scott and
Michele Eskow, of 137 Hamilton
Avenue, were unanimously approved
to construct a pergola in their rear
yard. As per the board’s request the
applicant agreed to keep the pergola
open. The pergola will be utilized for
shade and entertainment purposes.

Landscape architect Gregg Spadaro
testified that the pergola will help
alleviate the homeowners from direct
sunlight throughout the day.

“We are asking for a structure to be
2 percent greater than allowed size.
The structure is aesthetically pleas-
ing while not hindering neighbors’
views,” Mr. Spadaro said.

Lewis and Zoe Kimble, 622 Embree
Crescent, were approved for a 150-
foot addition to an existing garage.
The garage will be adjusted from
three-car storage to four-car storage
with a lift. Architect Gregory Bush
stated that an existing loft would be
surrendered, affording extra garage
square footage. Mr. Bush stated the
garage will be built on current prop-
erty and will not infringe on setbacks
from the neighbor’s property.

Jeffrey Perella and Danielle
Bartolo, of 535 Coleman Place, were
approved to construct a first-floor
addition and portico. Mr. Perella
stated the home was built in 1917
with a bathroom in the basement and
on the second floor. Mr. Perella stated
that the bathroom will assist his grand-
mother, who cannot navigate steps as
well in her older age.

“It appears to be a modest request.
The home is being updated to modern
construction standards,” Mr.
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would be “completely unfair to the
public and the process” to continue
the hearing into the wee hours of
Friday morning. He noted that he
had never been informed by T-Mo-
bile that it intended to demand that
its application be heard and voted
on at the September 7 meeting. And
Mr. Loughlin said that he had never
gotten “any indication [from T-
Mobile] of unhappiness with the
board’s scheduling” of its applica-
tion.

With the clock ticking towards
midnight, Mr. Anderson said the
board could “easily do a special
meeting” before the end of the month
to resume the hearing. After briefly
leaving the room to consult via tele-
phone with her superiors, Ms.
Kanrich returned to say that her
position had not changed. Mr.
Anderson then immediately made a
motion to reject the application due
to T-Mobile’s failure to submit ad-
ditional materials, including state
approval for the Route 22 access, as
part of its case and its refusal to
continue the hearing at a later date.
The board then voted 7-to-0 to deny
the application — at 11:54 p.m.,
Mr. Anderson noted pointedly —
resulting in a burst of applause from
the few dozen Donato Circle resi-
dents in attendance.

Heinbokel said.
The board approved the applica-

tion of RRD Contractors Inc. to turn
an additional unoccupied commer-
cial office space at 509 Central Av-
enue into two residential apartments.
The apartments will be on the
building’s second floor with current
commercial space remaining under-
neath.

“No structural changes except for a
few windows will be made. The modi-
fication helps eliminate unoccupied
store frontage,” said Mr. Schmidt,
who represented the applicant.

Residential housing on the prop-
erty is capped under ordinance at 66
percent of the property. The two addi-
tional apartment units will make the
property 82 percent residential, Mr.
Schmidt said.
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PUMPER MAKES DEBUT...Scotch Plains Fire Chief John Lestarchick per-
forms a mini-wetdown at Saturday’s dedication ceremony of Fanwood’s new
pumper engine.

the parade, Town Administrator James
Gildea said.

The annual ribbon-tying on trees in
support of funding the Susan G.
Komen Foundation to address breast
cancer is to take place during the
month of October.

Ms. Neylan announced that the
town received another AAA Standard
and Poor’s (S&P) bond rating.
Westfield is one of 18 among the
state’s 565 municipalities to receive
the highest rating of S&P. “This rat-
ing saves us money when we go to sell
our bonds,” Ms. Neylan explained.

Mr. Gildea also updated the coun-
cil on projects that have been com-
pleted. Foundation Park near the
South Avenue circle is being readied
for additional lighting.

The traffic circle on South Avenue
has a new “decorative border,” re-
placing the paver edge that was a
hazard for vehicular traffic because
cars would drive over the pavers and
the pavers would “pop out” into the
roadway, Mr. Gildea said. The circle
also is to have new plantings. Coun-
cilman Doug Stokes noted that the
paved border is not a sidewalk.

Automated External Defibrillators
(AEDs) were posted at all town and
school fields. “It is a nice safety en-
hancement. I want to thank the
schools,” Mr. Gildea said.

Mr. Gildea also said he was con-
tacted by three communities to gain
more information about the Mayor’s
Downtown Task Force. Representa-
tives from Haddonfield, N.J., Bir-
mingham, Ala. and Highland Park,
Ill. had found the report from the task
force on the town’s website.

“They thought the report was ex-
cellent,” Mr. Gildea said during the
workshop session. He said the com-
munities are facing similar downtown
changes.

Bill Heinbokel, chairman of the
Mayor’s Downtown Task Force, gave
an update on the task force at the
public meeting. He reviewed the rec-
ommendations that the town council
had put into effect thus far, and thanked
the governing body. Some of the
changes include the parklet, short-
ened paid parking times, the use of
spaces temporarily such as the Hal-
loween store, and 15-minute-only
parking in certain locations. He said
the task force is to meet again later
this month.

Councilman David Oliveira said in
his Department of Public Works re-
port that the street paving projects for
the year are to be completed in the
next two months. New Westfield
signage is expected to be installed at
the gateways at North and Dudley
Avenues and South Avenue and
Cacciola Place.

Mayor Skibitsky started the offi-
cial meeting by remembering Betty
List, who passed away August 14.
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Revaluation
Ms. List served three terms on the
town council and was a town histo-
rian. He noted her many volunteer
roles.

The council then invited Karen
Golden of the USO to the podium,
where she informed residents that the
USO recently began operating a center
at Newark Liberty International Air-
port and that the USO is seeking volun-
teers to help get the center in running a
24-hour operation. Ms. Golden can be
reached at kgolden@usonyc.org.

During the Westfield First presen-
tation, Christine Cosenza and Matt
Palmer of State Farm Insurance in
Westfield on North Avenue and Elm
Street said the Westfield office is cel-
ebrating its 60th-year anniversary.

Shirley Wallitsch of Raritan Valley
Gyrotonic moved from Fanwood to
100 Elmer Street to a larger space for
her fitness studio, where she teaches
gyrotonic exercise that uses circular
movements that are beneficial to the
spine, she said, and is suitable for
people of all ages.

During public comment, Lyn Smith,
who lives in the downtown, said, as
she stated last December, that she is
requesting the council find solutions
for residents who do not have off-
street parking to find places for them
to park during a snowstorm since the
council passed an ordinance that says
cars must be off the roadways if snow
is over three inches deep. Mayor Ski-
bitsky did say Ms. Smith can park in
the municipal lot, where she has a
night owl permit, during a snowstorm.

Ms. Smith also recounted instances
where other residents like herself,
who do not have a driveway, had to
either move their car at 3 a.m. and
wait in the car until the road was
cleared before parking back in the
street where it was normally kept,
while another had to leave town and
stay at a friend’s home.

“We are looking into where the
problems are,” Mayor Skibitsky said.

Ms. Smith also complained of “pub-
lic disturbances” by area teens who
she said hang out past curfew on
bicycles and skateboards. “I was hit
by one kid on a skateboard,” she said.

Resident Greg Kasko said he has
seen downtown restaurants not com-
plying with the federal law that says
four feet of walkable space on the
sidewalk is necessary to be ADA-
compliant. He also said some of those
restaurants do not have permits for
sidewalk café use.

Town Attorney Russ Finestein said,
“The fire department is doing an ex-
cellent job enforcing. We get 100-
percent compliance,” after being cited
for non-compliance with obstructing
the walkway. Mr. Finestein stated that
he was to look at how applications for
sidewalk cafés are being submitted
and the sketches for the outdoor seat-
ing are supplied.

Paul Lachenauer for
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

NECKLACES  FOR SALE...A vendor
displays necklaces at Fanwood’s Arts
and Crafts Fair on Sunday at the Fan-
wood Train Station.
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