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A Part of Fellowship Senior Living

• FELLOWSHIP VILLAGE •

Newly available villa and 
duplex homes include:

Great living room
Beautiful full kitchen

Guest bedroom
Master bedroom suite

Den

Dining room
Garage

Applicant Withdraws Plan
For Centennial Apartments

By LAUREN SILVA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The zoning board
of adjustment’s Monday meeting was
cut short when the only applicant on
the evening’s agenda withdrew his
application to build four residential
apartments.

Emanuel Nimrud had sought ap-
proval to build four apartments — all
of which would be deemed as afford-
able housing — at 496 Centennial
Avenue, at the corner of Cranford
Terrace. Gary Goodman, Mr.
Nimrud’s attorney, said his client had
some private conversations with zon-
ing board officials indicating that his
application would be approved due
to a new ordinance related to afford-
able housing that the township com-
mittee was set to consider this week.

Zoning Board Attorney Nick
Guiditta said Mr. Nimrud “has to wait
for the ordinance to be passed tomor-
row [Tuesday] night” before his appli-
cation could be considered. After con-
ferring with Mr. Nimrud, Mr. Goodman
told the board that the application
would be withdrawn. Ronald Marotta,
the board’s chairman, said if Mr.
Nimrud resubmits his application, for-
mal notification would be sent to prop-

erty owners in the neighborhood.
In other business at the 45-minute

meeting, a township resident spoke
about his concerns regarding in-
creased flooding threats and the im-
pact on the school system if more
property is developed. Mr. Marotta
said that for any development project,
an application has to be submitted to
the township engineering depart-
ment, and then recommendations is-
sued by that department have to be
followed.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ON YOUR MARK...Westfield Y's 5K For Everyone was held Sunday morning.

 Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FOR A WORTHY CAUSE...A tag sale fundraiser for Furniture Assist, a local
non-profit charity which distributes furniture and other household items to people
in need, was held Saturday at the home of Joyce Friedman on Prospect Street in
Westfield.

Cranford Super., BOE
Excited for New School Yr.

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Superintendent
Scott Rubin, Ed.D., along with the
Cranford Board of Education, ex-
pressed excitement at the start of a
new school year during the board’s
open work session meeting Mon-
day night.

“We weren’t sure who was smil-
ing more, the faculty or the stu-
dents,” Superintendent Rubin told
board members.

He shared with the board details
about the new faculty orientation,
which took place on August 30 and
31.

New faculty members attended
the orientation, run by Assistant Su-
perintendent for Curriculum and In-
struction Liz Azukas and mentoring
coordinator Linda Bove.

The superintendent said the ori-
entation was designed to improve
practice and acclimate new staff to
Cranford and further commented
he was impressed with “the level of
engagement” of the new staff mem-
bers.

“We know they are valuable; we
value our teachers, our educational
staff,” he told board members.

Workshops for the orientation in-
cluded Danielson framework, Ha-
rassment, Intimidation and Bully-
ing, Affirmative Action, IEP’s and
504’s, Universal Design for Learn-
ing, student growth objectives, pro-
fessional development plans, and
technology.

“It’s a huge investment that we
make in them, and we know they
make that same investment in us
and in our students,” Mr. Rubin
commented about new staff attend-
ing the workshops.

Mr. Rubin also spoke about the
mentoring program in Cranford,
which will continue throughout the
year, with new staff attending addi-
tional workshops that support their
professional development.

New teachers participate in a se-
ries of experiences related to the
mentoring relationship, including
regularly scheduled meetings with
mentors, meetings with other teach-
ers and reflective sessions with the
mentor coordinator.

Novice staff members also keep a
reflective journal, participate in an
action research project guided by
the mentor coordinator and present
their research to the assistant super-
intendent for curriculum and instruc-
tion in May.

Katie Sickles, Jennifer Hilborn,
Colleen McDonald, Kara Koloski,
Kelly Corvelli, Daphne Morrissey,
Lisa Lesiak, Carmine DeNicola,

Beth Lambe, Kristen Johnson and
Megan Curti have been approved as
mentors for the 2017-2018 school
year.

In other business, the board ap-
proved Barbara Carroll as director
of the University Academy, Lisa
Hayeck as coordinator of the Sci-
ence Academy, Kathleen Savage as
the student advisor of the Science
Academy, Ron Hoglund as univer-
sity program advisor, Jennifer
Hilborn as university program ad-
visor, Daphne Morrissey as univer-
sity program advisor and Anthony
Rafaniello as coordinator of the
Academy of the Performing Arts.

Nicole Conter has been approved
as the Writing Center director at
Cranford High School (CHS) and
Karri Bagniewski has been recom-
mended for the position of head
varsity volleyball coach at CHS.

Additionally, Courtney Czapelski
has been approved as the Golden C
yearbook advisor and Meghan
Magnus has been recommended for
A Cappella advisor.

The board awarded a contract to
J & J Transportation, Linden, for
route 17-Orange Avenue School at
a per diem rate of $200 for approxi-
mately 95 school days with a total
not to exceed $19,000.

The board has declared the week
of September 17 to 23, 2017 as
Constitution Week and further ac-
knowledged September 17 will be
Citizenship Day.

A moment of silence was held to
remember the lives lost 16 years
ago to the terrorist attacks at the
World Trade Center, the Pentagon
and aboard United Airlines Flight
93 in Shanksville, Pa., on Septem-
ber 11, 2001. CHS senior Pria
McNeil sang a rendition of The Star-
Spangled Banner to honor the vic-
tims of September 11.

The next regular board meeting
will be on Monday, September 25.
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Revaluation

The garage will be adjusted from
three-car storage to four-car storage
with a lift. Architect Gregory Bush
stated that an existing loft would be
surrendered, affording extra garage
square footage. Mr. Bush stated the
garage will be built on current prop-
erty and will not infringe on setbacks
from the neighbor’s property.

Jeffrey Perella and Danielle Bartolo,
of 535 Coleman Place, were approved
to construct a first-floor addition and
portico. Mr. Perella stated the home
was built in 1917 with a bathroom in the
basement and on the second floor. Mr.
Perella stated that the bathroom will
assist his grandmother, who cannot navi-
gate steps as well in her older age.

“It appears to be a modest request.
The home is being updated to modern
construction standards,” Mr.
Heinbokel said.

The board approved the application
of RRD Contractors Inc. to turn an
additional unoccupied commercial of-
fice space at 509 Central Avenue into
two residential apartments. The apart-
ments will be on the building’s second
floor with current commercial space
remaining underneath.

“No structural changes except for a
few windows will be made. The modi-
fication helps eliminate unoccupied
store frontage,” said Mr. Schmidt,
who represented the applicant.

Residential housing on the prop-
erty is capped under ordinance at 66
percent of the property. The two addi-
tional apartment units will make the
property 82 percent residential, Mr.
Schmidt said.

Mr. Gildea also said he was con-
tacted by three communities to gain
more information about the Mayor’s
Downtown Task Force. Representa-
tives from Haddonfield, N.J., Bir-
mingham, Ala. and Highland Park,
Ill. had found the report from the task
force on the town’s website.

“They thought the report was ex-
cellent,” Mr. Gildea said during the
workshop session. He said the com-
munities are facing similar downtown
changes.

Bill Heinbokel, chairman of the
Mayor’s Downtown Task Force, gave
an update on the task force at the
public meeting. He reviewed the rec-
ommendations that the town council
had put into effect thus far, and thanked
the governing body. Some of the
changes include the parklet, short-
ened paid parking times, the use of
spaces temporarily such as the Hal-
loween store, and 15-minute-only
parking in certain locations. He said
the task force is to meet again later
this month.

Councilman David Oliveira said in
his Department of Public Works re-
port that the street paving projects for
the year are to be completed in the
next two months. New Westfield
signage is expected to be installed at
the gateways at North and Dudley
Avenues and South Avenue and
Cacciola Place.

Mayor Skibitsky started the offi-
cial meeting by remembering Betty
List, who passed away August 14.
Ms. List served three terms on the
town council and was a town histo-
rian. He noted her many volunteer
roles.

The council then invited Karen
Golden of the USO to the podium,
where she informed residents that the
USO recently began operating a cen-
ter at Newark Liberty International
Airport and that the USO is seeking
volunteers to help get the center in
running a 24-hour operation. Ms.
Golden can be reached at
kgolden@usonyc.org.

During the Westfield First presen-
tation, Christine Cosenza and Matt
Palmer of State Farm Insurance in
Westfield on North Avenue and Elm
Street said the Westfield office is cel-
ebrating its 60th-year anniversary.

Shirley Wallitsch of Raritan Valley
Gyrotonic moved from Fanwood to
100 Elmer Street to a larger space for
her fitness studio, where she teaches
gyrotonic exercise that uses circular
movements that are beneficial to the
spine, she said, and is suitable for
people of all ages.

During public comment, Lyn Smith,
who lives in the downtown, said, as
she stated last December, that she is

requesting the council find solutions
for residents who do not have off-
street parking to find places for them
to park during a snowstorm since the
council passed an ordinance that says
cars must be off the roadways if snow
is over three inches deep. Mayor Ski-
bitsky did say Ms. Smith can park in
the municipal lot, where she has a
night owl permit, during a snowstorm.

Ms. Smith also recounted instances
where other residents like herself,
who do not have a driveway, had to
either move their car at 3 a.m. and
wait in the car until the road was
cleared before parking back in the
street where it was normally kept,
while another had to leave town and
stay at a friend’s home.

“We are looking into where the
problems are,” Mayor Skibitsky said.

Ms. Smith also complained of “pub-
lic disturbances” by area teens who
she said hang out past curfew on
bicycles and skateboards. “I was hit
by one kid on a skateboard,” she said.

Resident Greg Kasko said he has
seen downtown restaurants not com-
plying with the federal law that says
four feet of walkable space on the
sidewalk is necessary to be ADA-
compliant. He also said some of those
restaurants do not have permits for
sidewalk café use.

Town Attorney Russ Finestein said,
“The fire department is doing an ex-
cellent job enforcing. We get 100-
percent compliance,” after being cited
for non-compliance with obstructing
the walkway. Mr. Finestein stated that
he was to look at how applications for
sidewalk cafés are being submitted
and the sketches for the outdoor seat-
ing are supplied.
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sure we are safe. I’m talking hurri-
canes, emergency situations. Even
though we have a shared agreement
for equipment with Fanwood, during
a major situation the equipment may
not be available for our residents,”
said Councilman Lazarow.

Roadwork in previous years has
been subsidized by a Union County
Infrastructure Grant. Councilman
Sarno stated that it may be best to
revisit what roads should be repaired
at what cost, and what equipment is
needed at what cost, with a final deci-
sion made at the next council meet-
ing.

“The borough usually has to pay 30
percent of the total cost for road re-
pairs. For public understanding, about
70 percent in a given project round has
been covered by infrastructure grants
in the past,” Councilman Sarno said.

Two residents provided public com-
ment. Richard McCormack, a Re-
publican candidate for borough coun-
cil, questioned why new equipment
purchases were being discussed, dis-
regarding buying cheaper and effi-
cient used equipment. Mayor Charles
Lombardo informed Mr. McCormack
he purchased some of the equipment
mentioned used when the late Mike
Crincoli was mayor more than 18
years ago.

Councilwoman Todisco affirmed
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Capital Expenses
Mayor Lombardo’s sentiment, agree-
ing financial prudence when purchas-
ing items will be exhibited.

Resident Bruce Paterson com-
mented on the possible unreliability
of waiting for county funding that
may not be available or within the
county’s budget in the upcoming year.
Mr. Paterson cited a Ronald Reagan
quote about spending, suggesting the
county may find money for that grant
from other funding sources.

“The county funded infrastructure
grants from the profits of sold prop-
erty (Runnells Specialized Hospital).
Those profits are no longer avail-
able,” he said, adding that the council
may want to consider that when as-
suming the subsidy from the county
for future road projects.

Councilwoman Jen Blumenstock
asked Mayor Lombardo to acknowl-
edge the Sixth Grade Girl Scout Troop
for revitalizing the bus stop on North
Avenue.

“I’ve been told by a lot of residents
how it just brightens their day to pass
that (the bus stop) now. I know it
would mean a lot to get recognized
for their hard work,” said Council-
woman Blumenstock.

Mayor Lombardo agreed, suggest-
ing the girls be honored at an upcom-
ing meeting for their commitment to
the community.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
WE WILL NEVER FORGET...Westfield held its annual ceremony to remember
12 Westfield residents lost 16 years ago during the terrorist attacks on the World
Trade Center in Manhattan of September 11, 2001. The ceremony took place on
Monday at the town’s September 11th Memorial at North Avenue at East Broad
Street.
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