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Zoning Bd. Denies Townhouse
Development at Pierson Home Site

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of ad-
justment unanimously voted Monday
to deny Country Classic at Montgom-
ery LLC approval to develop any of
the six age-restricted units proposed
at 1481 East Broad Street. The 55-
and-over multi-family development
was proposed for two separate build-
ings, each containing three residences.

Richard Schkolnick, of Brown
Moskowitz and Kallen, representing
objectors Michael Pressman and
Floren Robinson, questioned whether
the development promotes a general
benefit to public welfare. Mr.
Schkolnick defined the development
as an intrusion in the single-family

residential neighborhood.
“With the amount of variances

needed, I believe this hearing is in
front of the wrong board and must be
in front of (the) planning (board),”
Board Chairman William E.
Heinbokel said.

The development location is known
by many as the Pierson-Clark home
that dates to 1755, but it is not desig-
nated as a historic site. Mr. Heinbokel
stated to board members that although
historic information was emphasized
by neighbors, it must not impact their
decision because the house was not
previously designated as historic.

“When you look at everything be-
ing double (regarding variance relief
needed to build), it really is a request

to rezone (the property),” board mem-
ber Andrew Wasserman said.

Representing the applicant, attor-
ney John H. Schmidt stated that the
development helps fulfill general need
for senior housing in the town’s mas-
ter plan.

“Though the applicant suggested a
benefit to public welfare is fulfilling
a need for senior housing, what we
would have to give up in variance
relief is not worth perhaps three extra
credited senior-housing units,” board
member James Kelley said.

Mr. Schmidt stated that the devel-
opment would help reduce traffic,
providing a luxurious alternative in
the senior housing market. Mr.
Schmidt provided the board with pho-
tographs suggesting the development
would not hinder the neighborhood’s
single-family aesthetic.

“The entire hearing I imagined a
little kid trying to fit a square block
into a circle. I listened to the
applicant’s positives regarding the
development. In the end, the square is
not a circle,” board member Robert
Benacchio said.

In other board business, Scott and
Michele Eskow, of 137 Hamilton
Avenue, were unanimously approved
to construct a pergola in their rear
yard. As per the board’s request the
applicant agreed to keep the pergola
open. The pergola will be utilized for
shade and entertainment purposes.

Landscape architect Gregg Spadaro
testified that the pergola will help
alleviate the homeowners from direct
sunlight throughout the day.

“We are asking for a structure to be
2 percent greater than allowed size.
The structure is aesthetically pleas-
ing while not hindering neighbors’
views,” Mr. Spadaro said.

Lewis and Zoe Kimble, 622 Embree
Crescent, were approved for a 150-
foot addition to an existing garage.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
YOUNG TRIBUTE…Paying respect to the six Cranford residents who lost their lives on 9/11, this young child lays a laid
pink rose on the memorial at the Monday’s remembrance service. Candles were lit for each person, a bell was rung and a
red, white and blue wreath was laid in commemoration.

Courtesy of Tom Madaras
HELPING HURRICANE VICTIMS...Children set up a lemonade and desert
stand at the corner of Rahway and Shackamaxon Avenues in Westfield  on Sunday
to raise funds for hurricane victims.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
WOMAN POWER…Marsha Platon, left, Cera Montez and Jhaira Chevarco are
among the 20 volunteers who collected donations last Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. for Hurricane Harvey victims in Houston. Ben Montez, a Westfield resident
who used to live in Houston, paired with Rory Chadwick, owner of Midtown
Authentic, a Westfield shop, to organize the drive and pay for a truck and driver
to take collected donations to Houston. The two men have set up a fundraising site
at ucaring.com/jerseyhelpsforharvey for monetary donations.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A MOMENT OF REMEMBERANCE...Westfield resident Tom Cusimano stops
to pay his respects to one of the 12 Westfield residents lost 16 years ago during the
terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center in Manhattan of September 11, 2001.

Bd. Discusses Microblading,
Age For Cigarette Buying

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — It was revealed
during Monday night’s meeting of the
Westfield Board of Health that Blende
Custom Makeup Studio is facing scru-
tiny from the New Jersey Board of
Cosmetology and Hairstyling, within
the state’s Division of Consumer Af-
fairs, and Westfield health officers for
rendering microblading services. The
cosmetology board categorizes
microblading as a permanent tattoo.
The cosmetology board works with
local health departments to enforce
standards because of budgeting con-
straints.

Because microblading is considered
a tattoo application and not a simple
makeup application, the cosmetology
board does not allow the services to be
sold without specific training, licens-
ing and other guidelines met.

Blende’s website describes
microblading as a permanent cosmetic
procedure. The procedure is described
as taking up to three hours, involving
scabbing. The company assures the
procedure is done with “100 percent
disposable blades and is sanitary,” ac-
cording to Blende’s website.

“Microblading is perfect for those
who want to fully reconstruct, define,
cover gaps, or fill in plucked brows. It
is also great for those that want to add
slight arch to their brow or even those
that have alopecia,” according to
Blende’s website.

Blende renders services such as sell-
ing makeup directly, makeup lessons,
makeup parties, dermaplaning,
makeup consultations, permanent
makeup applications and eyebrow
microblading, according to the
company’s website.

In other business, Raceway Gas Sta-
tion, 400 Central Avenue, paid a $1,000

fine for selling a tobacco product to a
minor. The violation was the third in
three years. Raceway paid previous
fines of $250 and $500 for first and
second violations, respectively.

“Raceway has fired the employee
who sold the product to the minor. The
owner has stated he remains commit-
ted to training every employee he hires
on the importance of checking identi-
fication properly,” Westfield Regional
Health Department Director Megan
Avallone said at Monday’s meeting.

Starting Wednesday, November 1,
the legal tobacco-purchasing age in
New Jersey will increase from 19 to 21
years old. For third offenses, Westfield
health officials notify the New Jersey
Division of Taxation.

In the 1990s, businesses would lose
their tobacco licenses. With changing
state budget constraints and subse-
quent enforcement impacts, what will
happen to Raceway other than more
fines remains up to state officials, Ms.
Avallone stated.

“Raceway’s owner stated the amount
of money they make from cigarette
sales is marginal. They are considering
giving up their license to avoid consis-
tent fines if future employees remain
inefficient in checking customer identi-
fication,” Ms. Avallone added.

Ms. Avallone announced that
October’s meeting will be an annual
county-wide educational meeting.
Health officers from eight towns within
Union County will participate. State-
wide health initiatives will be dis-
cussed. In past years health officers
received instructions or educational
training from state health officials on
emergent health issues.

It also was revealed that the regional
health department has hired Carolyn
Giaccio to assist in regional nursing
services.

Westfield Council Appropriates
$700,000 for Revaluation

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town council
introduced an ordinance Tuesday
night that sets aside $700,000 for a
program of revaluation that the  Union
County Tax Board ordered the town
to complete by November 2018. Three
bids were received and three came in
under $800,000, Finance Committee
Chairwoman Jo Ann Neylan said. The
town is expected to select from the
bidders sometime after the ordinance
is adopted next month.

Once the company that will per-

form the revaluation is selected, then
letters will be sent to property own-
ers, Ms. Neylan said, explaining when
their property will be appraised both
externally and internally. This would
most likely begin in the new year,
Mayor Andy Skibitsky said.

The town will be able to spread the
$700,000 cost over a five-year pe-
riod, Ms. Neylan said.

The council also introduced an or-
dinance that amends the code per-
taining to handicapped parking at
Woodrow Wilson Elementary School.
One handicapped parking spot on
Linden Avenue will be removed and
two handicapped spots on Baker Av-
enue will be added. This would adjust
the drop-off/pickup area on Baker
Avenue, Councilman Keith Loughlin
said.

The Italian-American organization
UNICO was approved during the
agenda workshop meeting to hold a
Columbus Day Parade on Sunday,
October 8, starting at 10 a.m. at the
south-side train station lot and con-
cluding at the Italian American Club.
The Westfield High School Band and
the PAL are expected to participate in
the parade, Town Administrator James
Gildea said.

The annual ribbon-tying on trees in

support of funding the Susan G.
Komen Foundation to address breast
cancer is to take place during the
month of October.

Ms. Neylan announced that the
town received another AAA Standard
and Poor’s (S&P) bond rating.
Westfield is one of 18 among the
state’s 565 municipalities to receive
the highest rating of S&P. “This rat-
ing saves us money when we go to sell
our bonds,” Ms. Neylan explained.

Mr. Gildea also updated the coun-
cil on projects that have been com-
pleted. Foundation Park near the
South Avenue circle is being readied
for additional lighting.

The traffic circle on South Avenue
has a new “decorative border,” re-
placing the paver edge that was a
hazard for vehicular traffic because
cars would drive over the pavers and
the pavers would “pop out” into the
roadway, Mr. Gildea said. The circle
also is to have new plantings. Coun-
cilman Doug Stokes noted that the
paved border is not a sidewalk.

Automated External Defibrillators
(AEDs) were posted at all town and
school fields. “It is a nice safety en-
hancement. I want to thank the
schools,” Mr. Gildea said.
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Council Prioritizing Capital
Expenditures In Garwood
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At Tuesday’s bor-
ough council meeting, governing body
members discussed prioritizing capi-
tal expenditure purchases for new
department of public works equip-
ment versus spending solely on road
projects. Anchor Place, Spruce Av-
enue and Oak Street were noted as
streets considered for repaving in the
upcoming year.

All council members unanimously
cited public safety as first priority
when investing tax dollars into the
borough. Differing opinions arose
during discussion on whether pur-
chasing a bucket truck provided a
greater utility to public safety than
focusing funding towards road repair
only.

Council President Sara Todisco
informed fellow council members and
the public about the finance
committee’s findings concerning pub-
lic works equipment that need re-
pairs. Possible equipment purchases
mentioned were bucket trucks, dump
trucks and street sweepers. Ms.
Todisco stated the bucket truck does
not have a bucket that can go up and
down because parts are broken.

“Don’t stop road projects. Just limit

them a bit, acknowledging bigger
ticket items,” said Ms. Todisco.

Councilwoman Todisco said pub-
lic works professionals informed sev-
eral council members and herself that
certain parts cannot be purchased
because the equipment is outdated. A
bucket truck would be used to service
downed trees and set up holiday deco-
rations, amongst other Public Works
Department services rendered.

“We don’t have money for this
equipment. It won’t matter if our roads
are un-drivable. You’re talking cut-
ting back money on roads which I
find important. What about our
shared-service agreements with Fan-
wood?” said Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccarro.

Councilman Marc Lazarow dis-
cussed a “democratic and judicious”
process to capital expenditure spend-
ing. Mr. Lazarow discussed collabo-
ration amongst council to find what
items are most needed for safety con-
cerning capital expenditure costs.
Councilman Joseph Sarno mentioned
revisiting the shared-service agree-
ment with council members at a later
date to make sure the borough is
receiving a fair deal from Fanwood.

“A balance should be met to make
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10




