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l'ennemi du journaliste

SRS BUDNIK, CARROLL, MARKASE, JOSHUA CADET  JOSIAH CADET RETURNING STARTERS

Cougar Gridders Expected to Step Up, Play Experienced
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

New faces in most of the start-
ing slots does not necessarily
mean that this season’s Cranford
High School football team would
be in a rebuilding year. What it
means is that fans and oppo-
nents will witness a number of
Cougars, who will step up and
rise to the occasion.

“We’ve got a lot of new faces
this year. We’ve only got two
starters back on offense and three
on defense but we’ve had a good
run of success over the last sev-

eral years. That’s because guys
stepped up and played like expe-
rienced guys. And that’s what we
are going to need people to do
again this year no matter what
age they are. Whether they are
seniors, juniors or sophomores,”
Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier said.

After a slow start last year, the
Cougars won six straight games
to finish the regular season with
a 7-2 record and to qualify for the
Central Jersey, Group 3 tourna-
ment. The Cougars are expected
to go with sophomore quarter-

back Connor Katz but also have
senior Dan Curren, who has taken
numerous snaps last year.

“Katz is a little bit ahead right
now but Dan has pushed him.
The quarterback position gets a
lot of attention and it needs a lot
of attention, but at the same
time, we have ten other guys out
there. The tough thing about
quarterbacks is that there’s only
one,” Coach Rosenmeier pointed
out.

Senior Josh Cadet returns at
slot back. Sophomores Anthony
DeCostello and Mike Kalnins will
see time. Senior Anthony Araujo

and junior Jamie Shriner will be a
tailback. The wide receivers are
seniors Josiah Cadet and Jake
Bradford and sophomores Cole
Blazek, Tom Korzeneski and Liam
Loughlin.

According to Rosenmeier, “We
have a number of guys at the skill

positions. The Cadets certainly
can put people in a bind but
we’ve had some young guys at
the receiver position, who have
stepped up between Blazek,
Korzeneski and Loughlin. We
pride ourselves on being a bal-
anced offense to both run and
throw the ball.”

In order for the skill positions
to be effective, the Cougars must
be tough in the trenches. Re-
turning starters, seniors Dylan
Budnik and Jack Carroll, will man
the center and tackle positions,
respectively.

“We have been trying to work a
number of different guys in there
and trying to find the best fit.
They not only have to know their
assignments, but to work to-
gether as a unit. If they don’t
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