
LEARNING EXPERIENCE...Aryeh Lande of Westfield recently completed an
internship this summer in the legislative office of Senate Minority Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield).

Township Meeting On
Redevelopment Moved

SCOTCH PLAINS — The cancelled
August 24th Downtown Redevelop-
ment Committee meeting has been re-
scheduled for Thursday, September 28
at 6 p.m. in the Scotch Plains municipal
building’s council chambers.

Also, there will be no meeting for
Downtown Redevelopment Com-
bined Study Group I on Thursday,
September 21 because of Rosh
Hashanah so both Study Groups (I
and II) will meet on September 28.
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BUSINESS OWNERS: Did You Know You Can Insert Your
Pre-Printed Advertisement into the Leader/Times?

 Ideal for Targeting Your Audience! Go to goleader.com/presskit/insert for more information.

Men Collecting Truckload
Of Donations for Victims

WESTFIELD — A mass donation
event for Texas residents affected by
Hurricane Harvey will be held this
Saturday, September 9, in the parking
lot between Vine Ripe Markets and
McIntyre’s Locksmith, 430-450
North Avenue East, in Westfield.
Donations, which can be dropped off
between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., will be
loaded onto a tractor-trailer and
shipped directly to those affected by
the storm.

The effort is being organized by
Westfield resident and Houston na-
tive Benjamin Montez and Rory
Chadwick, owner of Midtown Au-
thentic, a luxury resale shop in down-
town Westfield. The two men, who
did not know each other prior to the
hurricane, connected when Mr.
Montez saw Mr. Chadwick’s post on
a Westfield-based Facebook page
about wanting to drive donations
down to Texas. Mr. Montez, who
works for a shipping company, of-
fered to team up.

“I have access to trucking and
said ‘Let’s come up with a collec-
tion date and get the trucks set up,’”
he said.

Mr. Montez, who was in Houston
when the storm hit, said he and Mr.
Chadwick are collecting only those
items most needed by the hurricane
victims. These are: new bedding in
packages (sheets, blankets, com-
forter sets, towels); school supplies
(packaged sets, backpacks); baby
needs (diapers, cleaning products,
formula, packaged food); new pack-
aged undergarments (socks, under-
wear); toiletries; cleaning products;
laundry detergent; feminine prod-
ucts; vitamins, minerals, ointments
and other over-the-counter medica-
tions. Donations of clothing are not
needed.

The team is also collecting gift
cards from national stores such as
Target, Wal-Mart, Home Depot and
Lowe’s. The cards will travel down to

Texas with Westfield-based volun-
teers — Mr. Montez, Mr. Chadwick
and Montez’s wife, Trisha — and will
be delivered door-to-door to people
who can use the cards to rebuild their
lives and homes. Visa/Amex pre-paid
cards also are accepted, but donors
reminded to activate the cards before
donating them, as many in the Hous-
ton area are still without phone or
internet service.

Gift cards can be brought to any of
these three area businesses, who have
agreed to serve a drop-off points:
Midtown Authentic, 129 East Broad
Street, Westfield; Manhattan Bagel,
210 South Avenue West, Westfield;
and Red Cadillac, 2258 Morris Av-
enue, Union. Please mention that your
donation is for Hurricane Harvey vic-
tims. (Please do not bring supplies
other than cards to the stores.) The
gift cards will be collected on tomor-
row, September 8.

In addition, an online fundraising
page has been set up to help cover the
cost of the truck. Its address is
w w w . Y o u c a r i n g . c o m /
JerseyhelpsforHarvey. Any additional
funds collected on the site will go to
bulk purchases of essential items.

Mr. Montez and Mr. Chadwick will
work in conjunction with about 10
Houston-based organization to make
sure the good donated in Westfield go
directly to those who need them. “We
are not going to a big drop-off point.
We want to make it to the small towns
that have been really affected,” Mr.
Montez said.

Mr. Chadwick, who currently re-
sides in Hoboken and has a second
store there, said he wants to “pay it
forward” because in 2012 he was
helped by a South Carolina business-
man who sent generators to Hoboken
to help after Superstorm Sandy.

The truck from Westfield is
scheduled to arrive in Houston this
Monday, September 11.  Mr.
Montez said that he can contract a
second tractor-trailer if the first
one fills up.

YOUR MY HERO...Union County Freeholder Vice-Chairman Sergio Granados
and Freeholder Vernell Wright joined Brigadier General Ed Chrystal and
Lieutenant Colonel Bill Morris here at the UC HERO networking mixer at the
Clubhouse at Union County’s Galloping Hill Golf Course in Kenilworth. UC
HERO was launched in 2016 with the mission of enhancing opportunities for
education, employment and well-being for eligible veterans and active-duty
service members and their families in Union County.
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The
Bramnick Personal Injury Law Firm

is a family affair.

Jon
Bramnick

Anne Marie
Bramnick

Brent
Bramnick

We are proud to have 3 Bramnicks representing accident victims.
Jon Bramnick is certified by the Supreme Court of New Jersey as a
civil trial attorney with almost 40 years of trial experience. Brent and
Anne Marie Bramnick are former county prosecutors with years of
trial experience in the Superior Court. All of our experienced trial

attorneys are prepared to meet with you 7 days a week.

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, L.L.C.
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

(908) 322-7000
www.bramnicklaw.com

Scotch Plains’ Bond Rating
Upgraded From Aa1 to Aaa
SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch

Plains Township Municipal Manager
Al Mirabella has announced that
Moody’s Investors Service has up-
graded Scotch Plains’ bond rating to
Aaa. This is the second upgrade in
two years.

In 2015, the Township of Scotch
Plains was upgraded by Moody’s
Investors Service Rating to Aa1. It
took just two years, under the man-
agement of the municipal manager
and the township council, for
Moody’s to upgrade the bond rat-
ing of the townshipto Aaa. Scotch
Plains joins Summit, Westfield and
New Providence as the only mu-
nicipalities in Union County that
currently earned this highest pos-
sible rating. Statewide, Scotch
Plains is one of only 7 percent of
the 565 municipalities assigned this
highest rating.

“Through true hard work of the
Scotch Plains Township employees
and the leadership of the mayor and
council, Scotch Plains joins an elite,
small group of municipalities that have
achieved a Aaa bond rating. This out-
standing rating is a result of excellent
fiscal oversight, strong management
and sound budgeting. I’m very pleased
and proud that Scotch Plains has
achieved this Aaa rating,” Mr.
Mirabella said.

The upgrade to Aaa reflects the

township’s large tax base, above-av-
erage wealth indicators, and strong
financial position. Moody’s expects
that Scotch Plains’ finances and
economy will remain strong going
forward.

“This is good news for the taxpay-
ers of Scotch Plains. It reflects the
excellent financial management of
the township over the last several
years, and it will allow Scotch Plains,
as necessary, to borrow at the best
rates. The current and future councils
now have the responsibility to con-
tinue this excellent rating by care-
fully and prudently managing the
township’s finances,” Mayor Al Smith
said.

This Aaa bond rating will save
Scotch Plains residents money in in-
terest on the cost of capital projects
and purchases like road repaving,
public safety and public works equip-
ment and recreation projects.

“The upgrade is great news as it
will reduce interest costs for the
town going forward, and it speaks
well of the fiscal health and man-
agement of our town. At the same
time we aren’t forgetting that prop-
erty taxpayers in Scotch Plains (and
throughout New Jersey) are under a
very heavy burden and that we need
to do more to find relief for them,”
commented Deputy Mayor
Llewelyn Jones.

For life
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call a good
neighbor.
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State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI), 
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI),

Bloomington, IL

Call me and I’ll help you 
choose the right life insurance 
for you and your family.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
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Det Williams Named Club
Manager At Shackamaxon

Aryeh Lande Completes
Internship With Sen. Kean

Bramnick: Murphy
Wants to Make NJ

More Expensive
TRENTON -- Assembly Minority

Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield)
has accused Democratic candidate for
governor Phil Murphy of having “landed
here from a different planet,”
njadvancemedia.com has reported.“His
plan is to make it more expensive to live
here,” Mr. Bramnick said.

Mr. Murphy’s  proposed tax in-
creases, according to the article,
“would raise $1.3 billion a year with a
separate $80 million to $100 million
with reforms that lower out-of-net-
work health care costs.” The new rev-
enues would represent 4 percent of
this year’s $34.6-billion state budget.

WESTFIELD — Aryeh Lande of
Westfield was recently honored for
completing an internship this sum-
mer in the legislative office of Senate
Minority Leader Tom Kean (R-21st,
Westfield).

“I would like to thank Aryeh for
the contributions he made to my of-
fice. My district office truly ben-
efited from having Aryeh and his
fellow interns work so diligently this
summer,” Senator Kean stated.
“They have all been a valuable asset
to my office, the residents of District
21, and the state. I wish Aryeh all the
best in his year ahead at school,”
Sen. Kean said.

Aryeh is a rising senior at Golda
Och Academy in West Orange. There,
he is active in politics, competing in
New Jersey Model Congress and he
also plays for the Golda OchBoy’s

varsity soccer team. He is an avid
writer and has led his high school
paper, The Flame, along with con-
tributing to online publications.

“Being an intern at Senator Kean’s
office has been an incredible experi-
ence,” Aryeh said. “It gave me the
opportunity to aid my local commu-
nity and provided me with tools and
experiences that I will be able to use
in whatever I choose to pursue in the
future. Furthermore, I have gained an
increased appreciation for our state’s
public servants and the hard work
they do to ensure the safety, happi-
ness and prosperity of every New
Jersey citizen.”

Senator Kean runs internship pro-
grams throughout the year. Students
interested in finding out more about
upcoming opportunities can contact
the office at SenKean@njleg.org.

SCOTCH PLAINS —
Shackamaxon Country Club has an-
nounced the recent hiring of Det Wil-
liams as the new club manager.

Mr. Williams is a life-long hospi-
tality professional, having begun his
career in the culinary arts in free-
standing restaurants, then develop-
ing a career path with Marriott Ho-
tels. In addition to his visionary de-
velopment of restaurant concepts,
wine programs and entertainment
throughout his career, he has man-
aged charitable fundraising events and
been involved with a nationally tele-
vised PGA Tour golf tournament.

He held the position of general man-
ager at Forsgate Country Club in Mon-
roe Township, N.J., for six years before
being recruited as general manager at
Trump National Washington, D.C.

At Shackamaxon, Mr. Williams will
be in charge of menu development,
enhanced member services and food
and beverage staff training. He will
be working closely with the member-
ship director and the director of golf
to help provide events and activities.

“I’m excited to be a part of such a
dynamic and active club, and I am
eager to contribute to its success, as
well as enhancing the enjoyment of
its many deserving members and their
guests,” Mr. Williams said.

Attn. School Bd. Candidates
The Westfield Leader/Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Times is looking for
bios and head shots from school board
candidates to be included in our elec-
tion issue on Tuesday, November 2.
Please email them
editor@goleader.com.
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