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Five School Board Candidates
Take Part In PTC Forum

‘Watcher House’ Lawsuit
Dismissed by Judge

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Five candidates
vying for three seats on the Board
of Education took part in a forum
last Wednesday sponsored by the
Parent Teacher Council of Westfield
and moderated by The League of
Women Voters.

A recording of the event was made
by Westfield High School Blue Dev-
ils TV and can be seen on Channel
36. The election will take place on
Tuesday, November 7. Participat-
ing in the forum were incumbent

Margaret “Peggy” Oster, Anthony
Marotta, Kent Diamond, Simon
Cirasa and Lynne Benner.

Ms. Oster is the mother of five
children who are all graduates of
the Westfield Public School sys-
tem. She gave up her Wall Street
career to spend 28 years volunteer-
ing in the Westfield community and
currently is serving her third year
on the board, where she is vice-
president. Ms. Oster said she did
not come with a specific agenda but
would continue to seek out ideas
from the community and read, lis-

ten to and ask questions on all that
was proposed.

Mr. Marotta is a lifelong resident
of Westfield, currently studying for
a master’s degree. He believes there
should be a more extensive technol-
ogy-based curriculum and would
generally like to see more legal,
programming and engineering
classes. He said it may be necessary
to make sacrifices in other areas in
order to prioritize the essential tech-
nology requirements. Mr. Marotta
would like to see Westfield move to
a three-quarter or full-day kinder-
garten and improve on the 97 per-
cent of students who currently go
on to college.

A 12-year resident of Westfield,
Mr. Diamond has a daughter at
Tamaques Elementary School and a
son in kindergarten. He has worked
for Dow Jones for 20 years in a wide
variety of finance jobs, where he
has learned to reduce unnecessary
spending and find new revenue
streams. He is one of the founding
organizers of the annual Miracles
for Myeloma 5K race that has raised
$425,000 in five years. Mr. Dia-
mond said this demonstrated what a
small team with a common goal
could achieve and compared this to
the board.

Westfield born and educated, Mr.
Cirasa returned to live in Westfield
last year with his wife and their two
pre-school sons. He currently is a
senior director of client services
with digital marketing technology
firm Epsilon. The candidate believes
his experience of prudently manag-
ing budgets would be of value in
some of the key duties of the board,
and that his professional expertise
in digital marketing and data man-
agement could help in potentially
developing opportunities for stu-
dents to learn to manage a safe and

Sarah McGrail for The Westfield Leader
BOE CANDIDATES FORUM...Five candidates for Westfield Board of Educa-
tion took part in a forum last Wednesday sponsored by the Westfield PTC Council.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Margaret Oster, Anthony Marotta, Kent
Diamond, Simon Cirasa and Lynne Benner.

WESTFIELD — A lawsuit filed by
the owners of the infamous “Watcher
House” on the Boulevard in Westfield
has been dismissed by a state Supe-
rior Court judge, nj.com has reported.

In their civil suit, Maria and Derek
Broaddus, the new owners of the
house, claimed former owners, John
and Andrea Woods, intentionally hid
from them the letter they received
from “The Watcher” out of fear they
would lose the house sale, nj.com
reported.

The judge also dismissed a counter
suit by the Woodses, who said the
Broaddus family was trying to smear
their reputation by working with lo-
cal and national reporters to publish
their complaint.

The Broaddus family bought the
house for $1.35 million in June 2014.
They said they received three letters
from a writer who called herself “The
Watcher,” claiming she had owner-
ship and control of the house, saying
her father and grandfather had been
observing the home since the 1920s.

The judge said allowing the com-
plaint to proceed would have put a
burden on future sellers to speculate
about what they need to disclose to
buyers.

“We’d be putting uncertainty in
real estate law,” the Judge Camille M.
Kenny said.

The house went back on the market
earlier this month for $1,125,000,
nj.com reported.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
GREETING OUR GUESTS...Blacksmith Dave "Sarge" Bala demonstrates blacksmithing techniques at Miller-Cory House
in Westfield, one of the stops  during Four Centuries in a Weekend tours at historic sites throughout Union County.  He is
a retired New Jersey  State Trooper.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
RUBBER DUCKY RACE...Hanson Park Conservancy’s seventh annual Rubber
Ducky Derby was held on Sunday as over 1,000 individually numbered rubber
ducks are released into the Rahway River at Sperry Park in Cranford.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

BOE Pulls Out of State
Health Benefits Plan

Cranford Bids Farewell To
Clerk, Welcomes PD Chief

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee welcomed a new police
chief on Tuesday evening while also
paying tribute to the departing town-
ship clerk.

Ryan Greco, a 19-year veteran of
the police department, was sworn in
as chief at the committee’s business
meeting before a standing-room-
only crowd of family, friends and
law enforcement colleagues from
Cranford and elsewhere in the area.
Union County Assistant Prosecutor
Michael Sheets administered the
oath to Chief Greco, who was ac-
companied by his two daughters,
his wife and his mother.

After thanking the committee for
its support of the police depart-
ment, Mr. Greco said it was “my
privilege to serve in a town that
brings me so much pride.” And he
pledged “to work each and every
day to keep Cranford a safe com-
munity.” Deputy Mayor Patrick
Giblin told the new chief that he
will have a “tremendous group of

men and women” behind him.
Township Clerk Tara Rowley is

leaving her post after 17 years with
the municipal government, the last
11 as clerk. She confirmed to The
Westfield Leader on Tuesday that
she will be the new town clerk in
Westfield, and will begin working
with retiring Town Clerk Claire Gray
next week prior to Ms. Gray’s for-
mal departure at the end of the year.

Mayor Thomas Hannen, Jr. called
Ms. Rowley the “mother hen” to
many committee members over the
years and described her as “clerk
extraordinaire,” whose shoes “will
be very hard to fill.”

In brief but emotional remarks,
Ms. Rowley called Cranford her
“home away from home” and said
she appreciated the “unwavering
confidence” from the township com-
mittee, adding that it had “been an
honor to serve” the residents of
Cranford. Commissioner Andis
Kalnins said he did not “know of
anyone more dedicated to a job and
to a community” than Ms. Rowley,

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The board of edu-
cation terminated employee partici-
pation in the State Health Benefits
Program at its meeting on Friday
night. Originally scheduled for the
previous Tuesday evening, the meet-
ing was postponed until Friday due
to a water main break.

The board unanimously approved
employees enrolling in the
AmeriHealth/Trust medical and pre-
scription drug plan commencing
January 2018. Garwood Education
Association (Garwood teachers’
union) President Patricia Elias pre-
pared a speech prompting the deci-
sion to be discussed amongst board
members in an impromptu execu-
tive session, asking the board to

postpone the decision entirely, al-
lowing the employees “ample re-
view time.”

Ms. Elias stated that the teachers
were not notified that health ben-
efits options would be changing until
24 hours before the original Tues-
day meeting date. The resolution
changing the benefits for teachers
and administrators was discovered
by Garwood Education Association
(GEA) members reviewing the
agenda for the Tuesday night meet-
ing.

“We were shocked and saddened
to learn the proposal for these new
benefits was received on May 25,
2017, with not a single communica-
tion to the Association. This sudden
and new proposal has been very

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Alt. Side Parking OK’d For Some
During Snow; New Clerk Named

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
HIGH DENSITY HOUSING...Housing developments, including affordable hous-
ing units being mandated by courts, are springing up in the area, including on
Route 22 West in Mountainside.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town coun-
cil Tuesday introduced three ordi-
nances and named a new town clerk
to replace Claire Gray, who is retir-
ing.

Councilman Keith Loughlin said
the snow removal ordinance is to be
amended to allow for parking on
alternate side of the streets in cer-
tain areas where there is limited off-
street parking. It will “improve our
ability to clear the whole road while
respecting the ability of people who

do not have alternate parking,” Mr.
Loughlin said.

The town’s code was amended
for the addition of the ordinance
last year. It called for all streets in
the town to be clear of vehicles in a
snow event that sees snow depth at
three inches or greater in order to
have the streets fully plowed.

The ordinance pertaining to side-
walk snow removal will be amended
to “modernize language,” Mr.
Loughlin said. Property owners are
to remove snow from the sidewalk
on the front, back and side of their
property within 24 hours after a
snow event. Police will enforce the
ordinance this year, Mr. Loughlin
stated. “Please remove snow and
ice from sidewalks,” he said.

A special ordinance was read on
first reading to appropriate $75,000
from capital surplus to pay for sani-
tary and storm sewer improvements
on a property at the corner of
Midvale and Tudor Oval, so that the
property owner can hook up to the
town’s sanitary and storm sewer
systems. The property currently is
on a septic system.

The town council passed a reso-
lution authorizing an interlocal
agreement for a shared service with
Scotch Plains. The agreement al-
lows Scotch Plains to drop off its
leaves picked up from the south

side of Scotch Plains at the Westfield
conservation center, and for
Westfield to drop off its leaves from
the north side of town at the Scotch
Plains public works center. There is
no monetary charge for this agree-
ment, rather a convenience factor in
terms of travel proximity for each
of the municipalities, Town Admin-
istrator Jim Gildea told The
Westfield Leader.

Also, with the mostly mild
weather so far this Fall, the town’s
leaf collection is delayed for a week
or two.

Ms. Gray worked her last council
meeting Tuesday. She is retiring as
of Wednesday, November 1, Mr.
Gildea said at the workshop ses-
sion. Ms. Gray has held the position
of clerk since 1992, after working
her way up the ranks in the munici-
pal building, Ms. Gray told The
Leader. Prior to her government
position, Ms. Gray worked in cus-
tomer service in the airline indus-
try.

Ms. Gray’s replacement will start
Monday. Tara Rowley, the Cran-
ford township clerk, has been hired
to take over the reins.

Mr. Gildea said the “personnel
committee has been very helpful”
in the process to find a new clerk.

“A lot is a testament to you (Mr.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS
FORMER PROSECUTORS

CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS
FORMER PROSECUTORS

2520 US Highway 22 East (Olympia Plaza) Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908) 233-5004 www.wbu.com/scotchplains

B IRD FOOD •  FEEDERS •  GARDEN ACCENTS •  UN IQUE G IFTS

*Valid only at the store listed below.
Offer not valid on previous
purchases; one per person.
Offer expires 11/02/17.

The all-in-one feeder 
that attracts them all 
with seed, suet, nuts 
and fruit.

◉ Great for First Time 
   Bird Feeders

◉ Great Addition to  
   Your Existing Setup

Attract All 
the Birds for
Under $15

Flying Start® 
Combo

FREE*

Feeder ($9 Value) with purchase
of 3 Stackables® for $14.97

Meet The New Store Owner!

RE-ELECT FOR MAYOR

Paid for by Re-Elect Skibitsky for Mayor, Mariella Foley, Treasurer, 241 North Ave. West, Suite 300, Westfield, NJ 07090

Courtesy of Bill Morales
VETERANS DAY...Westfield Leader subscriber Bill Morales of Dunellen visits
the USS Arizona Memorial in Honolulu this week honoring those that gave their
lives for defense of the nation.

Robert P. Connelly for The Westfield Leader
TALKING WESTFIELD ISSUES ...Westfield Democratic candidates for mayor and
town council were interviewed by The Westfield Leader on Friday. Pictured, from left
to right, are: Paul Peyton, editor; Michael Dardia, Ward 2 candidate; Shelley Brindle,
candidate for Mayor; Dawn Mackey, Ward 4 candidate; Linda Habgood, Ward 1
candidate; and David Contract, Ward 3 candidate. See story on page 2.

Time Frame for Fair Share
Hearing Discussed in GW
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough
council approved three ordinances
Tuesday to remain in compliance
with the state’s fair share housing
requirements. The planning board
will now review all ordinances, pro-
viding commentary to be adhered to
or not adhered to in the final ordi-
nance approved by council as devel-
opment terms. The ordinance review
and final approval will be presented
to a judge at the borough’s court
hearing on Monday, October 30, in
State Superior Court in Elizabeth.

The court hearing will assure
Garwood is in compliance with ad-
dressing the requirements in the Fair
Housing Act regarding affordable
housing.

Councilman Joseph Sarno said he
was concerned with the council ap-
proving an ordinance for planning
board review instead of a resolution
for Garwood Planning Board review.

“No matter what, from tonight this
plan needs to go to the planning
board from this body (council) as a
resolution or ordinance, the court
(on October 30) will be looking at an
ordinance. Then on November 14
(next council meeting) action will
taken,” said William Northgrave, the
borough’s re-development attorney.

Mr. Northgrave’s legal analysis
summarized how both the planning
board and council will have time to
review and approve a working reso-
lution or ordinance. His statements
were to summarize a roadmap to-
wards remaining in fair housing com-
pliance for the October 30 court date
while addressing time frames for pre-
cise development calculations or de-
tails on both the council and the
planning board’s behalf.

Mr. Sarno said once an ordinance
is set it is almost impossible to go
backwards and renegotiate the terms
in the ordinance. He said a resolu-
tion allows for more discussion and
planning board feedback on what is
appropriate land development at each
site.

Mr. Sarno said he had concerns
with a disproportionate or undesir-
able three-bedroom mix amount in
the development.

“This should go to the planning
board first. The planning board can
add value. We’re going to be com-
pliant; they’re (planning board mem-
bers) land use experts, not us,” said
Mr. Sarno.

Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro said
she supported Councilman Sarno’s
concerns with the council introduc-
ing an ordinance review versus a
resolution review. Ms. Cuccaro said
she did not want to see the council
rush through something (ordinance
approvals for negotiated develop-
ment terms) that is uncertain.

“I’m sure we could get a two-week
extension,” Ms. Cuccaro said.

“I don’t know if we propose this
(as a working resolution in court on
October 30) what will happen. Not
what we anticipated nor represented
to the court in April (at the last hear-
ing),” Borough Attorney Robert
Renaud said.

Mr. Renaud said several times

throughout the discussion that he did
not want to taint negotiations and
would explain negative court hear-
ing ramifications or not being com-
pliant with the fair share require-
ment in executive session.

“We’re in the 11th hour and stakes
are high,” said Councilwoman Sara
Todisco, describing the downside to
delaying or blindly making an incor-
rect decision by becoming incom-
pliant before a court hearing.

“It is not the 11th hour. You do
have time. I appreciate Mr. Sarno,
who has brought to council what the
planning board has not; which is
bringing the planning board to the
planning. We are not involved,” said
planning board member William
Nierstedt.

Mr. Renaud stated he would refute
Mr. Nierstedt’s claim in executive
session that it is not the 11th hour
and that the planning board could
undoubtedly review a resolution for
another 35 days overlapping the Oc-
tober 30 hearing date.

Mr. Nierstedt said in another pub-
lic commentary session during the
meeting that the council staying uni-
fied and protecting the borough
against financial lawsuits is part of
each council member’s fiduciary re-
sponsibility.

Forum Video to be
Posted Online

WESTFIELD – Wednesday’s
Westfield Mayor and Town
Council candidates forum will
be available for viewing at
www.goleader.com/services/
video/2017/ by Saturday. It will
also be shown on TV36, which
can be watched at home or online
at www.westfieldnj.gov/tv36.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Alt. Side Parking
Gildea),” Councilman Frank Arena
said. “When those positions come
up...they are very eager to talk to us.
It says a lot about the town and your
leadership,” Mr. Arena said.

“We are going to miss Claire,”
Mr. Loughlin said.

“I am going to miss you guys,
too,” Ms. Gray said.

During the passage of resolutions
in the official meeting, the town
received a $5,079 grant for body
armory for the police department.

The council gave permission for
a fireworks display to take place at
Echo Lake Country Club on Satur-
day, November 4, to begin about 10
p.m. and last about 10 minutes.

Most of the new meter heads have
been installed. “A lot of positive
feedback on the new meters,” said
Mr. Gildea.

The new meters will accept mul-
tiple methods of payment. Fifty per-
cent of current pay station payments
are credit or app, Mayor Andy Ski-
bitsky said.

Striping of newly-paved roads is
65 percent complete, Town Engi-
neer Kris McAloon said, with a part
of the northwest portion of town to
be completed.

Foundation Park, located across
from the South Avenue circle, has
been improved with two benches

and new lighting installed. The town
is waiting for PSE&G to turn on the
lights.

Also during the workshop ses-
sion, Michael Endy, president of
the Westfield Art Association,
stopped in to give the council the
association’s membership brochure
and a schedule of events for the
2017-2018 year. The Westfield Art
Association is a 501c(3) non-profit
organization. Memberships begin
at $15, and go up to $60. To learn
more, visit
westfieldartassociation.org.

During the Westfield First pre-
sentation, local business owners
Anna Mastroianni of Sole shoe store
and Asad Hussein of Duke’s Delhi
Indian restaurant were highlighted.
Mr. Hussein said he is donating sales
of one night’s dinner to support a
breast cancer awareness fund.

Chief Spirit Officer Meaghan
Murphy announced the Boys and
Girls Club coat drive is ongoing.
“Teenagers are often overlooked,”
she said, and suggested coat dona-
tions for teenagers be dropped off.
Dirt Culture Beauty on South Av-
enue is collecting.

distressing for your staff,” Ms. Elias
said.

The resolution on the agenda cites
“equal or better benefits guaran-
teed in the May 25, 2017 letter.”

Garwood Business Administrator
Eric Larson said equal or better is a
negotiated term referring to quanti-
fied co-pay amounts, not guaran-
teeing the same health-care provid-
ers (doctors, specialists and facili-
ties) will be in the new plan.

“We did not have any informa-
tion in negotiations,” stated board
member Amanda Langston.

Brown & Brown advisor Anthony
Ciardella “shopped the plan” and
AmeriHealth “offered to take on
Garwood” employees, stated Mr.
Larson. AmeriHealth is a company
focused on small districts, Mr.
Larson said.

Ms. Langston said the board was
made aware the change was a viable
option months after (in September)
the business administrator and the
external advisor Mr. Ciardella ana-
lyzed other plan options.

Mr. Larson said Garwood enter-
ing a health plan is difficult because
it is a smaller workforce. The pre-
vailing industry wisdom is larger
plans or more participants have a
greater diversified risk for issuers,
when analyzing claims-to-premiums
collected.

Mr. Larson said the state plan has

while Commissioner Ann Dooley
called Ms. Rowley the “best ever in
your position” and a “consummate
professional.”

In other business at the
committee’s brief meeting, Com-
missioner Mary O’Connor said she
is hopeful about bringing back the
household bulk waste pickup pro-
gram, and is discussing it with her
committee colleagues. Commis-
sioner Dooley reminded residents
that the township’s annual leaf
pickup program will get underway
next Monday. Mayor Hannen read a
proclamation declaring November
25 as Small Business Saturday.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Health Benefits
seen premium increases of more
than 23 percent in a given year and
an expected 13- to 14-percent in-
crease in cost starting in January.

Board member Linda Koenig said
she remembers when fellow em-
ployees and she had to “scratch up
pennies” to pay for a 23- to 25-
percent state health plan premium
increase in the early 2000s.

“With many districts leaving the
state health plan, it was an oppor-
tune time for Garwood to do so,”
Mr. Larson said.

Mr. Larson said district employ-
ees are expected to pay 1 percent
less in healthcare coverage premi-
ums this year versus a double-digit
cost increase because of the change
to AmeriHealth. Mr. Larson said
rates are guaranteed for 18 months
with AmeriHealth versus 12 months
with the state health plan.

“The issue is the lack of transpar-
ency. If the plan is so great, why
couldn’t we be given specifics four
weeks ago? We could do research
and have our fears alleviated,” GEA
Vice-President Tamara Benc said.

Ms. Benc said a great stressor is
for those with serious and chronic
ailments who seek guidance from a
specific specialist who may not be
covered in the new plan.

“Children with special needs may
no longer be able to access the same
therapists or facilities,” GEA Sec-
retary Lisa Zatorsky said.

Employees will have only 72 days
to find new specialists and general-
ists and to re-schedule important
appointments, “adding a level of
un-needed stress,” stated Ms. Benc.

In other business, this Friday, Oc-
tober 27, the eighth-grade pretzel
sale will take place, followed by the
eighth-grade clothing drive on Sat-
urday, October 28. The Parent
Teacher Association will sponsor a
Trick-or-Trunk on October 28, with
Lincoln School students participat-
ing in Halloween parades and par-
ties on Tuesday, October 31.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BOE Forum
effective online presence.

Ms. Benner has 22 years’ experi-
ence teaching middle and high
school in Linden and has three sons
currently attending Edison Interme-
diate School. As a teacher, she said
she had seen advancements in poli-
cies to give students the right to a
quality education but she also had
seen mismanagement of funds. She
feels it would give a different per-
spective to have a teacher on the
board who could say how policies
and technology would actually work
in the classroom.

The Candidates Night is now air-
ing on Blue Devils Cable TV36
through November 7, at 9 a.m.,
noon, 5 p.m. and 8 p.m. on Tues-
days, Thursdays and Saturdays. On
Sundays, it will be shown at noon.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
GREETING OUR GUESTS...Volunteer Anna Bauer, dressed in late 19th or early
20th century dress, and Civil War reenactor Jim Gelson stand in front of the
Crane-Phillips House in Cranford, one of some two dozen historic sites open for
tours as part of  last weekend's Four Centuries in a Weekend tours around Union
County.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
READY FOR HALLOWEEN...This youngster appears all ready for Halloween
as she attends the Cranford street fair on Sunday.
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Huegel, Carter Discuss
Fanwood Council Campaign

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Democratic can-
didates for Fanwood Council, in-
cumbent Russell Huegel and An-
thony Carter, sat down with The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times Fri-
day to discuss their vision should
they be elected this November 7.

Mr. Huegel, an attorney, has lived
in Fanwood for 12 years, and is seek-
ing his fourth term on the council.
Should he be reelected, he said,
“There are still many things we need
to accomplish...number one is con-
tinue the redevelopment down the
South Avenue corridor, maintain the

quality of life...update infrastruc-
ture.”

Mr. Carter, a municipal compli-
ance supervisor for the Township of
Irvington, has lived in Fanwood for
22 years. He said fellow residents
who know him “look at me as their
voice and that is the reason why I
have chosen to seek election to our
borough council.” Mr. Carter cur-
rently serves as secretary to the rec-
reation commission. If he is elected,
he said residents have told him that
they would like to “maintain the blue-
collar feel. They love the intimacy of
our town, and while they may be
against sprawl, they are not against

organized development.”
Both candidates agree the Fan-

wood Memorial Library needs to be
improved.

“It is the most used public facility
in the borough...The children’s li-
brary is in the basement...and it
floods,” Mr. Huegel said.

Mr. Huegel said he would like the
library to be updated, “technically-
wise, to make sure it is in compli-
ance, to make sure to reduce the
carbon footprint of the building, and
give a smart renovation of the build-
ing so generations to come can enjoy
the Fanwood Library.”

“From a construction
standpoint...the building is not in the
greatest of shape,” Mr. Carter said.
“Does something need to happen
with the building? Yes.”

Mr. Huegel further said another
reason to improve the library is that
when Superstorm Sandy struck, the
library “became the hub of the com-
munity in the aftermath.”

Last year, Fanwood settled its af-
fordable-housing lawsuit with the
Fair Share Housing Center to pro-
vide 218 affordable-housing units
within any newly developed land in
its Third Round before year end of
2025. The candidates responded on
how they would envision incorpo-
rating those units within the bor-
ough.

“We must redevelop the South Av-
enue corridor going towards Plain-
field,” Mr. Huegel said. “On a
broader sweep of the issue, it helps
the tax base of the town,” he stated,
noting that more than 90 percent of
taxes come from single-family
houses.

“The way we have done redevel-
opment has been in a very respon-
sible and incremental way, and we
are always looking for ways to miti-
gate the impact to the community, ‘Watcher House’ Lawsuit

Dismissed by Judge
WESTFIELD — A lawsuit filed by

the owners of the infamous “Watcher
House” on the Boulevard in Westfield
has been dismissed by a state Supe-
rior Court judge, nj.com has reported.

In their civil suit, Maria and Derek
Broaddus, the new owners of the
house, claimed former owners, John
and Andrea Woods, intentionally hid
from them the letter they received
from “The Watcher” out of fear they
would lose the house sale, nj.com
reported.

The judge also dismissed a counter
suit by the Woodses, who said the
Broaddus family was trying to smear
their reputation by working with lo-
cal and national reporters to publish
their complaint.

The Broaddus family bought the
house for $1.35 million in June 2014.
They said they received three letters
from a writer who called herself “The
Watcher,” claiming she had owner-
ship and control of the house, saying
her father and grandfather had been
observing the home since the 1920s.

The judge said allowing the com-
plaint to proceed would have put a
burden on future sellers to speculate
about what they need to disclose to
buyers.

“We’d be putting uncertainty in
real estate law,” the Judge Camille
Kenny said.

The house went back on the market
earlier this month for $1,125,000,
nj.com reported.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TALKING FANWOOD...Democratic candidates for Fanwood Council, in-
cumbent Russell Huegel,  left, and Anthony Carter, sat down with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times Friday to discuss their vision should they be elected on
Tuesday, November 7.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FANWOOD IS ON THE MAP...Visitors to the Fanwood train station look through a historic map book during last weekend's
Four Centuries in a Weekend tours around Union County.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAKING PROGRESS...Housing developments, including affordable-housing
units being mandated by courts, are springing up in the area, including in
downtown Fanwood.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HALLOWEEN IS NEAR...Halloween is next Tuesday, and this Mountain Av-
enue home in Scotch Plains is ready for trick-or-treaters.
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SP-F BOE Announces Final
Strategic Planning Meeting

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The third
in a series of three Strategic Plan-
ning meetings will be held on Thurs-
day, November 2, at 7:30 p.m., as
announced by Board President
Nancy Bauer at last Thursday’s
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education meeting. The meeting
will be held in the Evergreen
School’s multi-purpose room, ac-
cessible to visitors from the Cedar
Street entrance.

According to board members, and
as reported on the district’s website,

the three meetings are all open to
residents of both Scotch Plains and
Fanwood and participants do not
have to attend all three meetings.
Ms. Bauer, as well as the entire
board of education, encouraged resi-
dents of all ages to be a part of the
planning process. To RSVP for the
meeting, call (908) 232-6161, ex-
tension no. 4002, or e-mail
pkane@spfk.

The first meeting, held on Octo-

ber 3, had been reported as identi-
fying strengths and weaknesses of
the district.

Strengths were identified by the
participants, which also included
district teachers and administrators,
as the presence of a strong Parent
Teacher Association (PTA); having
diversity in the schools and com-
munity; maintaining a healthy class
size, and having ongoing profes-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Rec. Commission Discusses
Forest Rd. Park Upgrades

By LAUREN A. SILVA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Improvements
will be made to Forest Road Park,
the recreation commission said Tues-
day night at its monthly meeting.
Recreation Director Bob Budiansky
spoke about the Forest Road Park
master plan that will go into effect in
the near future.

Mr. Budiansky presented the com-
mission with a map of the park’s
improvements and an overlay map
regarding the trees in the park. This
project is in the early stages.

“CME Associates’ contractors
have plans to fill in the area with lots
of landscaping,” he said. “The Fan-
wood Shade Tree Commission was
present at our September meeting.
They said the overlay map is a con-
cept map, not the final design.”

A Fanwood resident implored the
commission not to remove trees in
the park, especially older ones, in
order to maintain the park’s tran-
quility. Mr. Budiansky mentioned
that some trees in the park may have
to be removed for possible expan-

sion of the basketball courts. In re-
gard to the resident’s concerns, Com-
mission Chairman Joe Valente said,
“Nothing is set in stone. The Shade
Tree Commission said one of the
trees has to be removed because it is
sickly. Tree removals will be done
over phases, not a big bang plan.”

Mr. Budiansky spoke about phase
one of the Forest Road Park Master
Plan. He said this will get underway,
“once we get all the dollars lined up
together.” Mr. Budiansky said the
borough needed to match the Green
Acres Grant from Union County. The
recreation commission also will re-
ceive a check this week from the
Union County Kids Recreation Grant
which will go toward the Forest Road
Park Master Plan. In regard to the
repairs that have to be done at the
Forest Road Park skate park, Mr.
Budiansky said, “ARH contractors
have to finalize the deal. There are
some landscaping issues and patches
that have to be repaired on the sur-
face.”

The repairs will begin in Novem-

GW BOE Pulls Out of State
Health Benefits Plan

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The board of edu-
cation terminated employee partici-
pation in the State Health Benefits
Program at its meeting on Friday
night. Originally scheduled for the
previous Tuesday evening, the meet-
ing was postponed until Friday due
to a water main break.

The board unanimously approved
employees enrolling in the
AmeriHealth/Trust medical and pre-
scription drug plan commencing
January 2018. Garwood Education
Association (Garwood teachers’
union) President Patricia Elias pre-
pared a speech prompting the deci-
sion to be discussed amongst board
members in an impromptu execu-
tive session, asking the board to
postpone the decision entirely, al-
lowing the employees “ample re-
view time.”

Ms. Elias stated that the teachers
were not notified that health ben-
efits options would be changing until
24 hours before the original Tues-
day meeting date. The resolution
changing the benefits for teachers
and administrators was discovered
by Garwood Education Association
(GEA) members reviewing the
agenda for the Tuesday night meet-
ing.

“We were shocked and saddened
to learn the proposal for these new
benefits was received on May 25,
2017, with not a single communica-
tion to the Association. This sudden
and new proposal has been very
distressing for your staff,” Ms. Elias
said.

The resolution on the agenda cites
“equal or better benefits guaran-
teed in the May 25, 2017 letter.”

Garwood Business Administrator
Eric Larson said equal or better is a
negotiated term referring to quanti-
fied co-pay amounts, not guaran-
teeing the same health-care provid-
ers (doctors, specialists and facili-
ties) will be in the new plan.

“We did not have any informa-
tion in negotiations,” stated board
member Amanda Langston.

Brown & Brown advisor Anthony
Ciardella “shopped the plan” and
AmeriHealth “offered to take on
Garwood” employees, stated Mr.
Larson. AmeriHealth is a company
focused on small districts, Mr.
Larson said.

Ms. Langston said the board was
made aware the change was a viable
option months after (in September)
the business administrator and the
external advisor Mr. Ciardella ana-
lyzed other plan options.

Mr. Larson said Garwood enter-
ing a health plan is difficult because
it is a smaller workforce. The pre-
vailing industry wisdom is larger
plans or more participants have a
greater diversified risk for issuers,
when analyzing claims-to-premiums
collected.

Mr. Larson said the state plan has
seen premium increases of more
than 23 percent in a given year and
an expected 13- to 14-percent in-
crease in cost starting in January.

Board member Linda Koenig said
she remembers when fellow em-
ployees and she had to “scratch up
pennies” to pay for a 23- to 25-
percent state health plan premium
increase in the early 2000s.

“With many districts leaving the
state health plan, it was an opportune
time for Garwood to do so,” Mr.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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SCHILLER McMAHONSCHILLER McMAHON 
123 SOUTH AVENUE EAST • WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090 • SCHILLERMCMAHON.COM  •  908.233.4840

CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS
FORMER PROSECUTORS

CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS
FORMER PROSECUTORS

2520 US Highway 22 East (Olympia Plaza) Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908) 233-5004 www.wbu.com/scotchplains

B IRD FOOD •  FEEDERS •  GARDEN ACCENTS •  UN IQUE G IFTS

*Valid only at the store listed below.
Offer not valid on previous
purchases; one per person.
Offer expires 11/02/17.

The all-in-one feeder 
that attracts them all 
with seed, suet, nuts 
and fruit.

◉ Great for First Time 
   Bird Feeders

◉ Great Addition to  
   Your Existing Setup

Attract All 
the Birds for
Under $15

Flying Start® 
Combo

FREE*

Feeder ($9 Value) with purchase
of 3 Stackables® for $14.97

Meet The New Store Owner!

RE-ELECT FOR MAYOR

Paid for by Re-Elect Skibitsky for Mayor, Mariella Foley, Treasurer, 241 North Ave. West, Suite 300, Westfield, NJ 07090

Photo courtesy of Bill Morales
VETERANS DAY...Westfield Leader subscriber Bill Morales of Dunellen visits
the USS Arizona Memorial in Honolulu this week honoring those who gave their
lives for defense of the nation.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A SCOTCH PLAINS LANDMARK...Visitors to the Osborn Cannonball House
in Scotch Plains learn about the home's history during last weekend's Four
Centuries in a Weekend tours around Union County.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TREASURE HUNTERS...These women enjoy the Fanwood Vintage Market held
on Sunday in the Fanwood Train Station parking lot. It was presented by JC
Promotions.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Forest Road Park Impr.

Alt. Side Parking OK’d
For Some During Snow

sional workshops and training for
staff.

Challenges were said to have in-
cluded fiscal constraints; keeping up
with technical improvements; the
implementation of more Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art and
Math (STEAM) programs, and at-
tracting a more diverse staff.

The second meeting, held on Octo-
ber 16, was noted as being a concen-
tration of achievements for the dis-
trict in all areas of the curriculum and
both in and out of the classrooms to
include the extracurricular activities.

The November 2 meeting will iden-
tify the improvement needs of the
school district, with a focus on the
aspirations and achievements of stu-
dents within the district.

Each meeting lasted 90 minutes.
The strategic planning process is up-

ber and the skate park may be closed
for a few days.

Last Saturday, the commission
held its annual 5K Superhero Run
and Family Fun Run in LaGrande
Park. Mr. Valente said the event was
a big success, although the number
of participants was about 25 percent
lower than last year’s total. About
320 people participated in the two
races. Mr. Valente said he felt the
change in the weekend the event was
held and the time of day were con-
tributing factors, in addition to the
event’s website crashing as many
were trying to register.

Mr. Budiansky spoke about the
increase in the borough’s summer
camp enrollment from 2016. He said
there are about 90 children per week
attending camp. Mr. Budiansky and
commission members Bruce
Zakarin, Eryn Sinclair and Borough
Council Liaison Erin McElroy-
Barker also discussed the upcoming
Halloween events for this Tuesday,

Larson said.
Mr. Larson said district employ-

ees are expected to pay 1 percent
less in healthcare coverage premi-
ums this year versus a double-digit
cost increase because of the change
to AmeriHealth. Mr. Larson said
rates are guaranteed for 18 months
with AmeriHealth versus 12 months
with the state health plan.

“The issue is the lack of transpar-
ency. If the plan is so great, why
couldn’t we be given specifics four
weeks ago? We could do research
and have our fears alleviated,” GEA
Vice-President Tamara Benc said.

Ms. Benc said a great stressor is
for those with serious and chronic
ailments who seek guidance from a
specific specialist who may not be
covered in the new plan.

“Children with special needs may
no longer be able to access the same
therapists or facilities,” GEA Sec-
retary Lisa Zatorsky said.

Employees will have only 72 days
to find new specialists and general-
ists and to re-schedule important
appointments, “adding a level of
un-needed stress,” stated Ms. Benc.

In other business, this Friday, Oc-
tober 27, the eighth-grade pretzel
sale will take place, followed by the
eighth-grade clothing drive on Sat-
urday, October 28. The Parent
Teacher Association will sponsor a
Trick-or-Trunk on October 28, with
Lincoln School students participat-
ing in Halloween parades and par-
ties on Tuesday, October 31.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Health Plan

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The town council
Tuesday introduced three ordinances
and named a new town clerk to re-
place Claire Gray, who is retiring.

Councilman Keith Loughlin said
the snow removal ordinance is to be
amended to allow for parking on
alternate side of the streets in certain
areas where there is limited off-street
parking. It will “improve our ability
to clear the whole road while re-
specting the ability of people who do
not have alternate parking,” Mr.
Loughlin said.

The town’s code was amended for
the addition of the ordinance last
year. It called for all streets in the
town to be clear of vehicles in a snow
event that sees snow depth at three
inches or greater in order to have the
streets fully plowed.

The ordinance pertaining to side-
walk snow removal will be amended
to “modernize language,” Mr.
Loughlin said. Property owners are
to remove snow from the sidewalk
on the front, back and side of their
property within 24 hours after a snow
event. Police will enforce the ordi-
nance this year, Mr. Loughlin stated.
“Please remove snow and ice from
sidewalks,” he said.

A special ordinance was read on
first reading to appropriate $75,000
from capital surplus to pay for sani-
tary and storm sewer improvements
on a property at the corner of Midvale
Terrace and Tudor Oval, so that the
property owner can hook up to the
town’s sanitary and storm sewer sys-
tems. The property currently is on a
septic system.

The town council passed a resolu-
tion authorizing an interlocal agree-
ment for a shared service with Scotch
Plains. The agreement allows Scotch
Plains to drop off its leaves picked
up from the south side of Scotch
Plains at the Westfield conservation
center, and for Westfield to drop off
its leaves from the north side of town
at the Scotch Plains public works
center. There is no monetary charge
for this agreement, rather a conve-
nience factor in terms of travel prox-
imity for each of the municipalities,
Town Administrator Jim Gildea told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Also, with the mostly mild weather
so far this Fall, the town’s leaf col-
lection is delayed for a week or two.

Ms. Gray worked her last council
meeting Tuesday. She is retiring as
of Wednesday, November 1, Mr.
Gildea said at the workshop session.
Ms. Gray has held the position of
clerk since 1992, after working her
way up the ranks in the municipal
building, Ms. Gray told The Times.
Prior to her government position,
Ms. Gray worked in customer ser-
vice in the airline industry.

Ms. Gray’s replacement will start
Monday. Tara Rowley, the Cranford
township clerk, has been hired to
take over the reins.

Mr. Gildea said the “personnel
committee has been very helpful” in
the process to find a new clerk.

“A lot is a testament to you (Mr.
Gildea),” Councilman Frank Arena
said. “When those positions come
up...they are very eager to talk to us.
It says a lot about the town and your
leadership,” Mr. Arena said.

“We are going to miss Claire,” Mr.
Loughlin said.

“I am going to miss you guys,
too,” Ms. Gray said.

During the passage of resolutions
in the official meeting, the town re-
ceived a $5,079 grant for body ar-
mory for the police department.

The council gave permission for a
fireworks display to take place at
Echo Lake Country Club on Satur-
day, November 4, to begin about 10
p.m. and last about 10 minutes.

Most of the new meter heads have
been installed. “A lot of positive
feedback on the new meters,” said
Mr. Gildea.

The new meters will accept mul-
tiple methods of payment. Fifty per-
cent of current pay station payments
are credit or app, Mayor Andy Skib-
itsky said.

Striping of newly-paved roads is
65 percent complete, Town Engi-
neer Kris McAloon said, with a part
of the northwest portion of town to
be completed.

Foundation Park, located across
from the South Avenue circle, has
been improved with two benches
and new lighting installed. The town
is waiting for PSE&G to turn on the
lights.

Also during the workshop session,
Michael Endy, president of the
Westfield Art Association, stopped
in to give the council the association’s
membership brochure and a sched-
ule of events for the 2017-2018 year.
The Westfield Art Association is a
501c(3) non-profit organization.
Memberships begin at $15, and go
up to $60. To learn more, visit
westfieldartassociation.org.

During the Westfield First presen-
tation, local business owners Anna
Mastroianni of Sole shoe store and
Asad Hussein of Duke’s Delhi In-
dian restaurant were highlighted. Mr.
Hussein said he is donating sales of
one night’s dinner to support a breast
cancer awareness fund.

Chief Spirit Officer Meaghan
Murphy announced the Boys and
Girls Club coat drive is ongoing.
“Teenagers are often overlooked,”
she said, and suggested coat dona-
tions for teenagers be dropped off.
Dirt Culture Beauty on South Av-
enue is collecting.

October 31. The borough will host
its annual Halloween parade and
costume contest. The parade will
begin at the Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary at 6:15 p.m., with the costume
contest starting at 6:30 p.m.

The meeting concluded with the
mention of the borough’s holiday
celebration on Sunday, December 3,
from 3 to 5 p.m. Santa Claus will be
there along with crafts for the chil-
dren, musical performances by local
students and refreshments.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Dems
and if reelected I will look for fur-
ther ways to, while maintaining and
recovering the benefits of the rede-
velopment for our taxpayers,” Mr.
Huegel said.

Mr. Carter said with any further
development he would, “love to see
a setting where we maintain the bu-
colic feel of the downtown” by in-
corporating greenery into any new
construction plans.

Next, The Times asked how each
candidate would provide tax relief
to the borough’s residents.

“From a residential standpoint we
all love to see our taxes go down...but
at the same time we understand im-
provements have to happen,” Mr.
Carter said, while also, “we want to
minimize costs.”

Mr. Carter also said he would sup-
port a $10 tax for improvements to
the library. “So, you can consider it
a tax increase, but at the same time it
is minimal, and it is controlled, and
it is responsible,” he stated.

Mr. Huegel said, “I am going to
continue to look for those shared-
services agreements to save money
and other creative and innovative
ways that we can keep Fanwood the
way it’s going and the way it has
always been going and maintain it
the way people know and love.”

See the video at goleader.com/
video.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Strategic Plan
dated on a regular basis every few
years.

It also was noted that the district
has partnered with the Metropolitan
Opera of New York City through the
Met Opera HD live program to bring
the opera via an HD live experience
to middle-school students. The first
performance that was seen by a group
of students was Mozart’s Die
Zauberflote on October 14. The next
in the series is scheduled for Satur-
day, January 27, 2018, and will fea-
ture Puccini’s Tosca.

The next board of education meet-
ing will be held on Thursday, Novem-
ber 16, at 7:30 p.m., in the adminis-
tration building at Cedar Street and
Evergreen Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GREETING OUR GUESTS...Volunteer Anna Bauer, dressed in late 19th- or
early 20th-century dress, gives a tour of the Crane-Phillips House Museum in
Cranford as part of Four Centuries in a Weekend tours throughout Union County.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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David Contract Dawn MackeyMichael Dardia
 Ward 1For Westfield 

Linda Habgood
 Ward 2For Westfield  Ward 3For Westfield  Ward 4For Westfield 

Habgood4TownCouncil DardiaForWestfield ContractForWestfield MackeyForWestfield

For 17 years I have lived in 
Westfield, all the while working as 
a financial professional with an 
MBA from the Wharton School. I 
have an expertise in building 
profitable businesses around 
public-private partnerships. I will 
use those skills on the Council to 
create new revenue streams and 
better services so Westfield works 
better for you.

My family has lived happily in 
Westfield for 12 years. But I 
believe the town needs new 
leadership to address its major 
issues. I plan to bring fresh ideas 
and a proactive approach for Ward 
3, as I do in my work as a 
marketing executive, and drive 
change so Westfield thrives long-
term.

Since moving to Westfield 12 
years ago, I have been an active 
volunteer and local business 
owner. Running for Westfield Town 
Council is a natural progression 
for me. I believe it is our civic 
responsibility to contribute to the 
improvements we would like to 
see in our hometown.

As a healthcare administration 
leader and living here over 14 
years, I’ve come to understand the 
need to balance stability and 
innovation. We’re all invested in 
the success of our town, and I’m 
committed to contributing my 
experience and enthusiasm to give 
back to a community that has 
been so good to my family.

“

”

“

”

“

”

“

”

Engaged ProactiveCollaborative

Learn more about the candidates at togetherWestfield .com

Invigorate our Downtown
Increase grant revenues

We will:
NOVEMBER 7VOTE Increase road repairs

Improve pedestrian safety

Shelley Brindle 
For Mayor 

shelley@brindleforwestfield.com

brindleforwestfield.com
@brindleforwestfield

Paid for by: Brindle for Westfield Mayor, 900 Minisink Way, 07090

Quattrocchi, Lijoi Discuss
County Taxes, Spending

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — Republican candidates
for Union County Freeholder, Patricia
Quattrocchi of Clark and Peter Lijoi of
Summit, discussed a number of issues
ranging from the role of the county to
county taxes during an interview last
Wednesday with The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
Their running mate, P. Mark Martini of
Westfield, was invited but did not attend.

They will face incumbents Angel
Estrada, Chris Hudak and Angela Gar-
rison, the mayor of Hillside, in the
General Election.

Mrs. Quattrocchi, who is retired from
the executive search industry, served a
four-year term as Garwood mayor and ran
several times previously for freeholder as
has Mr. Martini. Mr. Lijoi previously ran
for county surrogate and county sheriff.

She said she “doesn’t believe” the
current nine-member board, which has
been all Democrat for 20 years, is doing
its job. Mr. Lijoi, an attorney, has lived
in Summit for over 30 years. He said his
goal is to bring representation “from
part of the county that hasn’t been repre-
sented on the county board for a very
long time.”

Mrs. Quattrocchi last ran for freeholder
in 2007, losing by 3,000 votes, saying she
became ill and could not actively cam-
paign, which may have cost her a seat on
the board. She said the board currently is
spending money on areas she calls “ex-
tras” like the Rahway River Park and Oak
Ridge Park, Clark, projects.

“Those things are extras and the resi-
dents of our county are hurting. There
is no representation at all on the free-
holder board from Central Union
County, from Clark, Garwood,
Cranford, and on up the hill to where
Pete (Lijoi) is from,” she said.

Mr. Lijoi said county government
has gotten too big and that a private
audit is needed. He said the county is
going into areas it should not be in like
the Roselle Mind and Body Complex
or when the county bought computers
for school children a number of years
ago. Mrs. Quattrocchi and Mr. Lijoi
both said the purpose of county gov-

ernment is to look after the health,
safety and welfare of county residents.

Mrs. Quattrocchi said the county
should replace curbing on its roadways.
“That’s up to the towns (currently),” she
said, noting that Garwood cannot really
afford the cost. She also said a child
clinic for things like children’s shots
should be made available in all areas of
the county, not just in the cities.

Mr. Lijoi said he would like county
government “cut back to the essential
services.” He said duplication of gov-
ernment services in New Jersey “is just
costing us and our taxpayers more than
they can afford.”

Mrs. Quattrocchi said she would like
all county department budgets cut. Mr.
Lijoi advocates for “zero-based budget-
ing” where government figures what is
the minimum amount needed to run its
operation, including the open space trust
fund and county improvement authority.

Mr. Lijoi also would like to look at
privatizing some areas such as the golf
operations, Watchung Stables and main-
tenance services. “With proper man-
agement you could clearly reduce
costs,” he said.

He said he would like the state to take
over the running of county prosecutor
offices and jails as it did with Superior
Court judges and their staffs in the 1990s.
“If these things were shifted to the state,
you would eliminate many of the needs
for county government at all,” he said.

Mrs. Quattrocchi said the current board
is “like a flock of birds; when one goes
the rest of them follow.” Mr. Lijoi said he
and Mrs. Quattrocchi would bring a “dif-
ferent point of view” to the board.

She also said the county should use
some of its $40 million in surplus to
reimburse towns for the cost of state-
ordered revaluations. She said Westfield
appropriated $700,000, Elizabeth spent
$1 million and Garwood would have to
spend $65,000.

Mr. Lijoi said the county needs to
“work for fiscal prudence and look to
where we can save the taxpayers money
without hurting their essential services.”

Video of the full interview can be
found at goleader.com/services/video/
2017.

DEM Cands. for Mayor,
Council Discuss Objectives

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Democrat candidates
for mayor and council sat down with The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times Friday to discuss their
positions on issues facing the town.

Shelley Brindle is seeking to unseat Re-
publican mayor Andy Skibitsky. A 23-year
Westfield resident, she said she retired from
her career as an executive for HBO after 27
years to “pursue a chapter in public ser-
vice,” and decided to run for mayor.

Linda Habgood, a 17-year resident, is
council candidate for Ward 1. Ms.
Habgood said her background as a volun-
teer and her career in finance will “help to
build more revenue streams in the town.”

Michael Dardia, a 14-year resident
and candidate for Ward 2, is a healthcare
executive. Should he be elected he said
he would “bring people together.” Also,
he would “maximize transparency” in
the town’s budget, and create “alterna-
tive streams of revenue,” such as through
grants or shared services — perhaps
with the board of education and the
County of Union. He also would intro-
duce sustainable environmental pro-
grams “that pay for themselves.”

David Contract is seeking a council
seat for Ward 3. He is a 12-year resident,
and has a business and marketing back-
ground. Mr. Contract said he would like
to see a “more proactive government.”
The issues he said residents have ex-
pressed to him are roads, speeding, and
the struggling downtown.

Dawn Mackey, a 12-year resident, is seek-
ing a council seat representing Ward 4. She
has experience as a local volunteer, a com-
mercial title examiner, with municipal expe-
rience, and also is a small business owner.

The candidates responded to how they
would propose to keep Westfield’s down-
town competitive.“We need to be proactively
driving the outcome…we haven’t proactively
had the foresight to see the trends…We need
a holistic view and vision…instead of tacti-
cal solutions, which I think is happening
now,” Ms. Brindle said. Completing a new
master plan with input from taxpayers and
experts is one of Ms. Brindle’s strategies to
begin that process. In addition to a long-
term plan, “We also need to recognize
what the core issues are that can be re-
solved in the short term,” Mr. Contract
said.Some of the issues facing down-
town, Mr. Contract said he has heard from

the downtown business operators, are the
permitting process, lack of parking and “ag-
gressive” parking enforcement.

Residents have suggested to Mr. Dardia
that they would like to see sustainable envi-
ronmental programs and bike lanes.

Ms. Mackey would like to see the mayor
and council have a hands-on approach
with the downtown business owners. “We
can do more to facilitate successful busi-
nesses than we are doing right now,” Ms.
Mackey said.Ms. Mackey suggested hold-
ing a twice-yearly meeting with business
owners to relay feedback the mayor and
council are hearing from residents.

“We also need to make the business
owners know they matter,” said Ms.
Brindle, who said business owners feel
“nickel and dimed” when charged for out-
door café licenses and sandwich board
signs, among other fees.

In regards to the town’s current AAA
bond rating and surplus, the candidates said
they would like to investigate if such a high
surplus is necessary or if some of that
surplus can be used to make town improve-
ments, such as roads. Ms. Habgood ques-
tioned the need for a AAA rating, when a
AA bond rating would mean a minimal
increase in the interest rate for a bond. Ms.
Habgood said they would “weigh those
pros and cons of a certain bond rating
against the cost that we have to take $11.5
million away from our taxpayers and hold
them in an account that is earning next to
nothing in today’s interest rates.”

Next, the candidates discussed the cur-
rent parking situation.“The types of busi-
ness moving in the town today require a
different type of parking solution. Those
are professional services, wellness services
and restaurants,” Ms. Brindle said. Alter-
nate solutions Ms. Brindle would investi-
gate include an Uber pilot program. Ms.
Brindle and Mr. Contract also suggested a
trolley service to downtown.

Lastly, The Leader and Times asked the
candidates about the town’s direction in
fulfilling its affordable-housing obligation.
Ms. Brindle and Ms. Mackey both said the
town has not communicated the direction it
is taking to fulfill its obligation.“There is a
plan and we are all waiting to know what it
all is,” Ms. Brindle said, and how that
“would impact the community.” Ms.
Brindle said an affordable-housing plan,
if “done right, could be something to
benefit our town.” See the video at
goleader.com/services/video.

SPEAKING TO ROTARY...Mayoral candidate Shelley Brindle was invited to
speak to the Rotary Club of Westfield, a humanitarian outreach non-profit
helping those in need locally and around the world. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Deirdre Gelinne, executive director at Westfield United Fund; Ms. Brindle
and Philip Salerno III, president and chief development officer at Children's
Specialized Hospital and Rotary Club president.

MEET AND GREET FUNDRAISER...The Fanwood Grille was packed on
Sunday afternoon with supporters of Borough Council candidates Russ Huegel,
right, and Anthony Carter, left. Mayor Colleen Mahr and the Fanwood Demo-
cratic Committee hosted the event, which asked for $25 per person or a canned
food donation, and also welcomed residents who just wanted to show up and chat
with the candidates. Also present were the rest of the Fanwood Borough Council
and many of the Union County Freeholders and Hillside Mayor Angela Garretson,
who is running for Freeholder. Food was provided by Paul Watterson and John
Mooney, owners of the Fanwood Grille. All donations of canned foods will be
donated to local food pantries.
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Union Man Convicted of
Murdering Cranford Woman

Nursing Home Does Not
Need Variance for Expansion

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Tmes

CRANFORD — At Monday
night’s meeting Cranford Park Re-
alty, LLC. (Cranford Park Rehabili-
tation and Healthcare Center) was
approved for not needing a variance
for an expansion of a pre-existing
non-conforming atrium. The zoning
board ruled a permit to construct a
ramp leading into the atrium at a .04
percent increase was “de minimis”
to impervious coverage. The nurs-
ing home is located at 600 Lincoln
Park East.

 A de minimis interpretation ruling
is defined as “lacking significance or
importance: so minor as to merit dis-
regard.” Construction review will now
be deferred to Cranford Zoning Of-
ficer Ronald Johnson.

Attorney John J. DeMassi, of
Schiller and Pittenger, P.C., called
upon testimony from the business
owner Eli Hutman who described the
reasoning behind the project.

Mr. Hutman stated the company
will not hire more employees or in-
crease the bed count. The intentions

are to expand a recreational room
(the atrium) for resident relaxation
throughout the different seasons en-
hancing the resident’s life experience
in their final years, Mr. Hutman said.

“Currently, are many clients re-
stricted to certain parts of the build-
ing?” Mr. Demassi asked.

“Yes,” said Mr. Hutman, describ-
ing how creating more common area
space for residents is an inherently
beneficial reason for the expansion.

Mr. DeMassi said the .04 percent
or 34-square-foot increase will be
used to construct a ramp into the
building for wheelchair bound indi-
viduals.

“The increase is negligible and in-
substantial were talking .04 of 1 per-
cent. The increase is for a beneficial
use for a ramp... I would assume the
ramp is required either way under
accessibility guidelines,” said board
member Brian Trelease in his closing
remarks before voting.

Mr. Hutman purchased the nursing
home in 2014. However, the nursing
home has been established in non-
conformity since 1964.

COUNTY — A Union County jury
has returned guilty verdicts on all
charges filed against a Union Town-
ship man who murdered and dismem-
bered his girlfriend nearly four years
ago before scattering her remains in
at least two locations in North Jersey,
acting Union County Prosecutor Tho-
mas K. Isenhour announced last
Wednesday.

Matthew Ballister III, 47, was con-
victed on counts including first-de-
gree murder, two counts of second-
degree desecration of human remains,
third-degree hindering apprehension,
and several other related charges in
connection with the death of 43-year-
old April Wyckoff of Cranford. The
verdict was reached after a brief pe-
riod of jury deliberation Wednesday
morning following a six-week trial
before state Superior Court Judge
Stuart Peim.

A joint investigation involving the
Union County Homicide Task
Force, Union Police Department,
and Union County Sheriff’s Offic-
ers resulted in Ballister being ar-
rested and charged with murder on
Thursday, October 24, 2013 – two
days after Ms. Wyckoff had died at
his hands, according to Union
County Assistant Prosecutors Scott
Peterson and Jillian Reyes, who
prosecuted the case.

Three days after the arrest, follow-
ing an intensive search involving more
than 200 municipal, county, and state
law-enforcement representatives
combing through multiple areas in
Essex, Hudson, and Union Counties,
human remains were recovered on
Raymond Avenue near the Pulaski
Skyway in Newark and positively
identified as belonging to Ms.
Wyckoff, Mr. Peterson and Ms. Reyes
said. The rest of her body was never
found.

Union County Medical Examiner,
Dr. Junaid Shaikh, testified at trial
that dozens of sharp- and blunt-force
pre-mortem injuries were inflicted
on Ms. Wyckoff’s head and legs prior
to Ballister running her over with his
Hummer in the driveway of his home
on the 300 block of Mercer Avenue
in Union Township.

 During the 12 hours that followed,
Ballister disposed of Ms. Wyckoff’s
body, abandoned her car in Newark,
purchased approximately $75 in
cleaning products at the Home Depot
in Watchung, and returned home to
start cleaning.

NEWLY RENOVATED...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, center, helped cut
the ribbon on the newly renovated Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
Westfield East real estate office on 209 Central Avenue. With him at the ribbon-
cutting, from left to rightm, are: Westfield Councilman Sam Della Ferra; John
Bradley, branch vice-president of the Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage,
Westfield East office; New Jersey Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield),
and Dan Mancuso, regional vice-president for Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage.

County to Unveil App For
Watchung Res. Trails

Novice Scientists Showcase
FOSS and STEM Programs

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Principal of
Brookside Place School, Michael
Klimko, along with Brookside Place
teacher Nicole Halkias, reported to
the Cranford Board of Education at
its regular monthly meeting Monday
night on the success of the Full Op-
tion Science System (FOSS) and Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering, Math-
ematics (STEM) programs.

Fifth graders Christian Adamski,
Noel McNeil, Brady Kandel and
Lucas DiDomenico walked the board
through a presentation that highlighted
the benefits of the FOSS and STEM
programs.

Students described FOSS as a pro-
gram that is “hands on” and requires
“minds on” every day.

Through the FOSS program, stu-
dents explore three different investi-
gative units on mixtures and solu-
tions, earth and sun and living sys-
tems.

These young scientists address
complicated focus questions, keep
track of experiments in their journals,
and work both independently and in
groups where each of them takes on
specific roles, engage in online ac-
tivities, learn new vocabulary and
create their own questions for assess-
ment.

“We now work as a team and we
see our group’s mistakes and learn
from them. It’s okay to make a mis-
take,” said Brady.

Novice scientists described STEM
as a movement to develop mathemati-
cal and scientific students to be ready
for the 21st century.

The STEM challenge put before
these students was to design a tower
that could support the weight of a
basketball. Students used newspaper
and masking tape to successfully cre-
ate a tower that supported the basket-
ball for at least 20 seconds.

“I find our STEM hour extremely
fun because it is hands-on learning and
doing things that make me really think,”
Lucas commented on the program.

In other board business, the 2017-
2018 district and board goals and
objectives were discussed and ap-
proved by the board.

Board President Kurt Petschow, Jr.
relayed to audience members that the
board of education will initiate and
support the creation of a new district
strategic plan and will explore refer-

endum options to enhance facilities
and programming, including the in-
corporation of full-day kindergarten.

Superintendent Scott Rubin, Ed.D.,
relayed to the board that goals for the
district include encouraging and sup-
porting personal learning initiatives,
promoting and developing 21st-cen-
tury learning skills, analyzing and
reflecting upon assessment practices
and supporting the implementation
of the New Jersey Student Learning
Standards in Science.

Additionally, goals include imple-
menting an inquiry approach to Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering, Arts,
Mathematics (STEAM), implement-
ing tier 1 and 2 of New Jersey Tiered
System of Supports, implementing
professional development in data col-
lection, establishing a collaborative
process to engage all stakeholders in
the strategic plan, promoting equi-
table access to high-quality educa-
tion across the district and establish-
ing and leveraging partnerships to
provide students with additional op-
portunities.

The board made several coaching
appointments for winter sports in-
cluding appointing Ryan Huber as
head coach for Boys’ Varsity Basket-
ball, Peter Corea for Junior Varsity
and Frank Bartolick as coach of the
Freshman squad.

The board approved Jacquelyn
Dyer as head Girls’ Varsity Basket-
ball coach and Whitney Taylor as the
Junior Varsity coach.

Theresa Pallitto and Ashley Renna
have been chosen as cheerleading
coaches.

Dmitry Chervinsky has been ap-
proved as athletic trainer and Justin
Patrick Gorman was appointed as the
head Varsity Wrestling Coach, with
Justin Bonitatis and Matthew
DiGiovanni as his assistants.

Approved ice hockey coaches in-
clude Head Coach Richard Hurley
and Assistant Coach Michael
Castagno. James Fealey fills the posi-
tion of Varsity Bowling coach.

John Schiano was appointed head
coach for Winter Track, with Chad
Faulcon and Michael Dow brought
on as assistants.

Colleen Donnelly is the head coach
for boys’ swimming and Barbara
Kolesa is the head coach for the girls’
swim team.

The next board meeting will be on
Monday, November 13.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders were given a brief dem-
onstration of a new app for the 47-
mile Watching Reservation trails sys-
tem last Thursday.

Amy Wagner, deputy county man-
ager and director of economic devel-
opment, said the new trails app al-
lows the public “to record any kind of
a hazard they might encounter while
they are using the trails.” She said the
county will roll out the new app “re-
ally soon.”

Matt Mathon, bureau chief for Geo-
graphic Information Systems (GIS)
for the county, said the app will be
available online and is digital. The
app will be accessible through smart
phones or by computer. The app will
give trails users their location as well
as their surroundings. They will be
able to get distances “from point a to
point b.” There also will be a book-
mark tool for the next time they ac-
cess the app. A sharing tool will be
available so a person can share a link
on the app with friends on Facebook
and Twitter.

Freeholder Angel Estrada asked

about the reception for cell phones, to
which County Manager Al Faella said,
“generally in the reservation there is
good reception,” outside one dead
zone in Westfield.

“It’s wonderful to have technology
but to then be able to apply it right
here for our citizens is wonderful,”
Freeholder Chairman Bruce Bergen
said.

In other business, the freeholders
will vote tonight on a resolution to
refinance $44,250,000 in bonds. Fi-
nance Director Bibi Taylor said the
financing is expected to save the
county over $2,009,803 or 4.63 per-
cent. She said state statute for refi-
nancing of bonded debt requires a
minimum savings of 3 percent.

“We’re just taking advantage of
market conditions to realize savings
for the county,” Ms. Taylor said.

The board also will vote tonight
on the awarding of Kids Recre-
ation Trust and Greening Union
County grants. Twenty towns will
receive the Kids Recreation Trust
grants, totaling $1 million, while
16 towns will be awarded Union
County Greening grants totaling
$100,301.

NO HIGH DENSITY HOUSING AT ARMORY...Councilmen Dough Stokes and
Keith Loughlin remove the Westfield Armory from town’s affordable housing
plan. If the state ever sells the Armory property, it will remain zoned for one-
family houses and not high- density, low-income apartments.

Mail-In Ballots
The deadline to apply for mail-in

ballots by mail is Tuesday, October
31 for the Tuesday, November 7 Gen-
eral Election. The last day for voters
to apply in person for a mail-in ballot
at the county clerk’s offices on North
Avenue in Westfield or the Union
County Courthouse in Elizabeth is 3
p.m. on Monday, November 6.

Both the Elizabeth and Westfield
offices will be open on Saturday,
November 4  from 9 a.m. to  1 p.m.,
for anyone wishing to obtain an ap-
plication for a Vote-By-Mail ballot.

Chamber to Host Forum
With State Lawmakers

WESTFIELD — Four of New
Jersey’s top legislators will partici-
pate in a panel discussion on Tues-
day, November 21 at Shackamaxon
Country Club from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m.
The event, which is open to the pub-
lic, is hosted by the Greater Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce
(GWACC) Legislative Committee.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield), Senator Richard
Codey (D-27th, Roseland), Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield)
and Assembly Speaker Vincent Prieto
(D-32nd, Secaucus) will talk about
the current issues that New Jersey
legislators are working on to help
businesses and residents.

“We put together an amazing bi-
partisan panel for this year’s GWACC
legislative event. We’re honored to
present a program with the top lead-
ers in New Jersey and discuss the
tough issues facing our state now and
in years to come,” said Stephanie
Branna, chairwoman of the GWACC

Legislative Committee. The program
will include time for Q&A. Network-
ing begins at 8:30 a.m. and remarks
will begin at 9 a.m. A light breakfast
will be served.

To RSVP, go to gwaccnj.com/
events/panel2017 or call the Cham-
ber at (908) 233-3021. The cost is
$30 for the general public and $20 for
GWACC members.

LEADER/TIMES

CLASSIFIED ADS

BRING RESULTS
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Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Letters to
the Editor

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Stupration – Rape; violation by force
2. Schatchen – A marriage broker
3. Tettix – A cicada
4. Ronion – A mangy, scabby animal

GEMUTLICH
1. A series of standing stones sur-

rounding a central object
2. A miser
3. Awkward; clumsy
4. Agreeable; cheerful

AVENACEOUS
1. Abundant; plentiful
2. In botany, furnished with branches

in pairs
3. Belonging to, or having the nature of

oats
4. Mischievous; devilish

LANGLAUF
1. A clairvoyant
2. An interpreter; translater
3. A narrow pathway; a foot path
4. A cross-country ski run

TIVY
1. With great speed
2. Sass; back talk
3. Discontent
4. An intense or nervous state

Happy Halloween! A Day For
Setting Our Imaginations Free

It’s looking a little scary, a little silly and even a
little surreal out there...No, wait! This isn’t about
any political races. We’re referring instead to the
myriad sights and sounds heralding Halloween, a
day of thrills and chills, mystery and make believe
for the young and young-at-heart.

Elaborate, illuminated displays, towering inflat-
able ghosts and monsters, intricate cobwebs, deco-
rative witches and skeletons or glowing jack-o’-
lanterns adorn the exterior of many local homes.
Costumed revelers will soon parade through our
towns, while youngsters are once again gearing up
for trick-or-treating come Tuesday.

What gives Halloween its enduring mystique?
Is it the time of year, when darkness settles earlier,
the air turns crisper, and sounds of wind and
rustling leaves make us ponder about things that
go bump in the night? Is it something of a more
spiritual nature, with the holiday’s ties to ancient
Celtic festivals and Christian observances honor-
ing saints and other departed souls? Or is it simply
because Halloween gives us permission — per-
haps more than any other day of the year — to let
our imaginations run free?

On Halloween we can escape our normal routines
and adopt a different persona for the day. By donning

makeup, masks and costumes, we can transform
ourselves into heroes or villains, Disney princesses
or Ninja Turtles, comic or cuddly characters, maybe
even a real-life celebrity. Could that really be Presi-
dent Trump ringing your doorbell, hoping to procure
a fun-size Snickers or Kit Kat bar?

Halloween festivities will be in full swing through-
out our communities beginning this weekend. In
Scotch Plains, a Trunk or Treat event will be held on
Saturday adjacent to the municipal building on Park
Avenue. Parades, costume contests and related ac-
tivities are scheduled in Westfield and Cranford on
Sunday, and in Fanwood on Tuesday.

We wish everyone a happy Halloween, and remind
our neighbors that, amid the whirlwind of excitement,
to above all be safe. Parents should review precau-
tions with their children, ensure that costumes will not
impede mobility or visibility, and inspect all candy
collected before it is eaten. Likewise, we urge motor-
ists to be extra vigilant after dark, when trick-or-
treaters are making evening rounds.

Halloween offers us many opportunities to ex-
plore, imagine and create. We hope children and
adults alike are so inspired to let their imaginations
soar any time of the year, long after the costumes are
stored away and treats are a tasty memory.

Long-Time Employees Have
Served Our Community Well

After many years of service to our community,
Westfield is losing two dedicated employees. Lorre
Korecky has served the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion as its director of community relations for the
past 22 years while Traci Kastner has been the
program director for the Westfield Recreation De-
partment for 16 years.

Ms. Korecky has always been a pleasure to work
with for our staff over the years, assisting us with any
questions we have had regarding the town’s public
schools or the school board. Her two daughters,
Kelly and Jennifer, are both Westfield High School
graduates. We even published Kelly’s wedding an-
nouncement and Jennifer’s engagement story in the
same issue in December of 2008.

Ms. Korecky previously worked as the manager of
public affairs for an international firm and traveled
all over the world before joining the Westfield
education district. We agree with Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan, who said Ms. Korecky has
been an asset to the district.

Ms. Kastner has been a centerpiece in the recre-
ation department and, like Ms. Korecky, has always
been helpful to us when we needed information. She

used to write a column on all upcoming recreation
events that was well read by our subscribers.

We also recently said goodbye to Bruce Kaufmann
as Westfield’s recreation director upon his retire-
ment after 16 years in Westfield and 45 years in the
municipal recreation field.

In addition, Scotch Plains Recreation Director
Matt Mercurio is leaving after just one year to head
up the recreation department in his hometown of Old
Bridge.

The recreation department is a busy place in any
community, offering everything from swimming
and tennis lessons to sports camps to programs for
senior citizens.

We wish Ms. Korecky and Mr. Kaufmann the best
in their retirement, as well as Ms. Kastner, who is
moving out of state, and Mr. Mercurio, the best in
their future endeavors.

We are hopeful that Ms. Korecky’s replacement
will be as helpful to the community as she has been.
We also look forward to working with Linda Johnson
as Ms. Kastner’s replacement. She has been with the
department for five years, having previously worked
with the local Red Cross and Westfield Area Y.

Former Mayor McDermott Troubled
By Candidate’s Statements

Setting Straight the Misinformation
About Historic Preservation in Westfield

One of the achievements I hold
most dear is being elected the Mayor
of Westfield, a position I held from
2001-2005. I was born and raised in
Westfield and was so pleased when
my wife, Andrea, agreed to raise our
family there as well. Like most who
serve as Mayor, I was first elected as
a councilperson, then as its Mayor. I
saw the town through incredible loss
on 9/11, 2001, and through happy
times, from grand openings and wed-
dings and so many rewarding interac-
tions with the community. It is a job I
loved and one that I have never re-
gretted.

As a former Mayor, I find it trou-
bling then that any candidate seeking
this same position would make state-
ments involving me and the 2004
parking deck referendum, an issue to
which she had no actual hands-on
knowledge. So let me be clear on the
first fact. I do not know Ms. Brindle.
And I most certainly did not know her
in 2005. I did not resign my position
as Mayor because of any action re-
lated to the parking referendum or for
that matter, anything related to the
Town Council. I do not owe anyone
an explanation but as I said at the
time: I took advantage of a flourish-
ing real estate market at the time and
downsized to a smaller house closer
to my job. With four college tuitions

on the line, it was a prudent decision
for my family at that time.

As for your facts, let me be clear
again: there were no backroom deals.
The town went out for Requests for
Proposals, a process which requires
the utmost of transparency. Further-
more, the deck consumed countless
council meetings, all of which were
open to the public and are always a
matter of record. The ultimate
backroom deal would have been to
just vote for the deck’s approval with-
out voter input, but we made the deci-
sion to put it to referendum because
of the capital outlay involved. That is
called responsible governing.

Like the mayoral candidate, I was
there in 2004 but I was actually work-
ing day-in and day-out on the parking
deck and it wasn’t in a backroom. It
was very much in the public in the
Council Chambers. And yes, I did
resign as Mayor, but not even re-
motely for the reasons Ms. Brindle
has misrepresented. I was very happy
to see Councilman Andy Skibitsky
take the reins as Mayor because I
knew him to be a hardworking, hon-
orable, accountable person who could
lead the town forward – and he still
can today.

Greg McDermott
Former Westfield Mayor

Basking Ridge

Kelly Kessler, presenting herself
as chair of the Historic Preservation
Commission (HPC), recently wrote a
letter containing a gratuitous amount
of factual errors, then endorsed the
Democratic candidate for mayor. The
propagation of misinformation does
a disservice to the community.

As a private citizen, Mrs. Kessler is
free to endorse whoever she chooses.
As chair of the HPC, she’s obligated
to represent the town with decorum
and accuracy. Westfield Board and
Commission members have always
conducted themselves in a non-parti-
san manner.

Instead of fear-mongering (“Our
homes and history are needlessly be-
ing bulldozed at an alarming rate.”),
Mrs. Kessler should reassure the pub-
lic with facts: no designated historic
homes have been demolished; of the
115 private homes identified but
whose owners did not seek designa-
tion, only two have been demolished
in the past 18 years. Instead, Mrs.
Kessler perpetuates the myth that lo-
cal governments have the power to
prohibit demolitions or that by desig-
nating a property as historic, it will be
forever protected from demolition.
Neither is true.

According to the National Register
of Historic Places, “Under Federal
Law, the listing of a property in the
National Register places no restric-
tions on what [the] … owner may do
with their property up to and includ-
ing destruction…”. And, “A property
will not be listed if, for individual
properties, the owner objects, or for
districts, a majority of property own-
ers object.”

It’s private property owners who
control their property’s destiny, not
the government. State law, case law,
the 14thAmendment, and the Takings
Clause of the 5th Amendment (emi-
nent domain and regulatory takings),
are part of the legal framework con-
stituting “private property rights”.
Owners have the right to sell to who-

ever they wish to, seek historic desig-
nation, or demolish the existing struc-
ture and rebuild.

No one, me included, wants to see
historic homes demolished. The town,
however, must operate within the pa-
rameters of applicable laws. Assur-
edly, the town has already taken the
steps necessary to assist any property
owner(s) wishing to seek historic des-
ignation. The next step must come
from the property owner(s).

Mrs. Kessler refers to a meeting
that took place six years ago whereby
the town planner urged the HPC, as
per the ordinance, to contact owners
of identified properties and encour-
age them to seek designation, but the
then members resisted. Perhaps had
Mrs. Kessler reached out to the owner
of the Daniel Pierson House six years
ago, the owner would have agreed to
historic designation and the recent
concern we’ve had about the
property’s destiny could have been
avoided?

One of my first priorities as Mayor
was updating the Historic Preserva-
tion Ordinance (HPO). The 2009
Master Plan Reexamination Report
acknowledged “the action of the Town
in amending the HPO [to] …enhance
the effectiveness of the ordinance in
achieving the goal of preserving and
protecting Town historic resources.”
Further, one of the amendments was
the addition of a section regarding the
very topic of Mrs. Kessler’s letter –
demolitions.

Looking to the future, when I re-
leased my platform in April, one of
my stated priorities was to direct the
HPC to commence a concerted and
sustained effort to reach out to every
identified property owner to advo-
cate for designation of their property.
Formal designation remains the most
powerful means available to preserve
the town’s treasured historic struc-
tures, landmarks, and neighborhoods.

Andy Skibitsky
Mayor of Westfield

Eliz., Linden, Rahway, Ros., Plf., Hillside
Won’t Not Change Voting Habits

All of the members of the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
belong to the Union County Demo-
cratic Party. It has been 18 years since
a Republican sat on the board; the last
three were Ed Force of Cranford,
Hank Kurz of Roselle Park and Frank
Lehr of Summit. According to Ameri-
can author/humorist Samuel Clemens
who used the pen name Mark Twain;
“when a majority becomes too many
it is time for a change.”

Union County is long overdue for a
change; there should be at least one
GOPer on that board to keep an eye
on the situation which has gone un-
checked for way too long. Of course
Twain did not have Union County in
mind when he said those words how-
ever his words are not only worth
thinking about but perhaps even act-
ing on this year.

There is something wrong with a
system where a candidate can win 15 or
16 of the 21 county municipalities but
still loose election to a seat on the
board. It is not a coincidence that the
remaining five or six towns who are
mostly on the periphery of the county
have freeholders residing there with
two exceptions. Central Union County
municipalities and those up on the ridge
are no longer represented on the board.
Those towns also carry the heaviest
county real estate tax burden while

having little or no input into county
spending and receive little or no benefit
into receiving services back on the dol-
lars that they send to Elizabeth.

Voters in the towns of Berkeley
Heights, Summit, New Providence,
Scotch Plains, Clark, Garwood,
Springfield, Kenilworth, Roselle
Park, Winfield and Union, (Cranford
and Fanwood have freeholders in resi-
dence but generally vote for the GOP
candidates as they do not appear sat-
isfied with those ensconced on the
board). The only way to fix this intol-
erable situation, aside from revamp-
ing our form of county government, is
for the voters in the aforementioned
towns to come out in droves united
and vote for a change.

Elizabeth, Linden, Rahway,
Plainfield, Roselle and Hillside are
not changing their voting habits any-
time soon and why should they as they
benefit from the tax dollars of the
central county towns who in more than
one case bestow more money on the
county board than they keep for the
running of their own municipalities.

Central Union County towns and
those on the ridge are for the most
part thriving, schools are good, prop-
erty values are stable, streets are main-
tained and criminal activity is lower
than those towns on the fringes. These
residents are equally deserving of the
county services as the other six. So
we humbly ask for your support on
November 7th to set things straight.

Please vote for Quattrocchi, Mar-
tini and LiJoi, to learn more about us
visit us on Facebook at Union County
GOP Freeholder Candidates.

Patricia Quattrocchi, Clark
Candidate for Freeholder

A Direction Against
Voice of The People

Residents of Garwood, we must
elect Rich and Mike to the Garwood
council [Richard McCormack and
Michael Collings]. Rich and Mike
both long-term residents of Garwood,
active members in their church and
Knights of Columbus; are concerned
for the future of their town. Rest as-
sured Rich and Mike both have had
and will continue to have a vested
interest in Garwood’s future.

Just as many of us all have a vested
interest in Garwood in terms of not
only our children, grandchildren, but
property values, taxes, and most im-
portantly quality of life, overcrowd-
ing.

The direction the present council,
planning board, and mayor have set
us on is a direction of uncertainty and
has gone against the voice of you the
people. What is your vision of the
future of Garwood? Let your voice be
heard in November. Thank you.

Anthony Goodell
Garwood

Parking Ignored Is No
Solution

The Mayor’s Downtown Task
Force 30-page Initial Report put the
most critical issues, Parking Lots,
Decks and New Building Develop-
ment, at the end of the report, “at the
back of the bus.” Section 6. Parking
leaves out many critical recommen-
dations and much factual informa-
tion. These most important issues are
delayed for years and/or totally ig-
nored. Too often they are again de-
ferred to study and further indeci-
sion.

Westfield has studies and reports
going back decades. The time for
action was decades ago. Inaction
made the problems worse and solved
nothing.

Progressive towns are rebuilding,
expanding parking, building parking
decks within new mixed-use projects
using “Public/Private Joint Ventures”
and major private development ben-
efiting the general good. These ac-
tions provide better use of land (than
surface lots), convert tax exempt prop-
erty into millions of dollars from sales
proceeds or rents, and from new tax
ratables.

No substantial property owners or
major tenants/users of Downtown
Properties were on the Task Force.
No independent thinkers or develop-
ment experts were appointed by the
mayor. Perhaps they might threaten
control over the report findings. Why
was it even named the Mayor’s Task
Force? Was it a pre election year
effort to say, “I am doing something?”

At least two thoughts come to mind.
From the Music Man, there is “trouble
right here in River City” and as Bob
Dylan says, “The Times They Are A
Changin.” Vote for Shelley Brindle
as Westfield’s Mayor for a new direc-
tion. Out with the same old, same old!

Tim Harrington
Westfield Property Owner

More letters on 5, 20-22

VVVVVote Novote Novote Novote Novote Nov. 7. 7. 7. 7. 7



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, October 26, 2017 Page 5

908-ROOFING

RoofingOnlyLLC.com • Info@RoofingOnlyLLC.com • LIC #13VH09676200 • PO Box 2381 • Westfield, NJ 07090

FREE Estimates • Fully Insured!
SPECIALIZED IN ALL TYPES

OF ROOFING
CALL US FOR ALL YOUR

ROOFING NEEDS FREE Estimates • Fully Insured 

ROOFINGONLYLLC.com

Paid for by Bramnick for Assembly, Dan Connolly, Treasurer, 279 Watchung Fork, Westfield NJ 07090

‹  Jon with his granddaughter 
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General Assembly

2 Year Term

            JON
 BRAMNICK

Vote Tuesday, November 7th

DEFENDER OF 
THE TAXPAYER

– AFP-NJ

GOOD GUY 
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– WOMEN’S POLITICAL CAUCUS

LEGISLATOR OF  
THE YEAR

– NJ CONFERENCE OF MAYORS

INTEGRITY, HONESTY AND TRUST ARE IMPORTANT IN OUR  
ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES – NOW, MORE THAN EVER.

State Pension Crisis Needs to Be
Addressed by Legislature In Trenton

I Encourage Voters To Support
Candidates for Property Tax Relief

Ms. Brindle’s Ideas on Parking Are
Already In Task Force Report

In last week’s Leader, Ms. Brindle
listed three ideas she espoused as
innovative approaches to Downtown
parking. As I read her letter, I could
not help but think I’d heard these
points before. After a little checking,
I realized I had: in the Mayor’s Down-
town Task Force Report, released in
April 2017. If you check the page
references to the report below, you
will see that Ms. Brindle has pro-
posed some of the best ideas the
Mayor already had.

Specifically, establishing a partner-
ship between ridesharing apps like
Uber or Lyft and downtown busi-
nesses appears on page 27 of the
Report. (Ms. Brindle’s point 1).
“(E)xploring the feasibility of a town-
operated valet program in the eve-
nings,” appears on page 26 of the
Report. (Ms. Brindle’s point 2). Fi-
nally, exploring “public/private tiered
parking,” appears on page 26 of the
Report (Ms. Brindle’s point 3.) Ms.
Brindle also neglects to provide other
critical information regarding her
ideas – first, the Summit Uber part-
nership is actually costing taxpayers
and being renegotiated, and second,
that Westfield previously proposed a
grant-funded jitney service, but resi-
dents rejected the added step in their
commute. The Task Force researched
and carefully crafted its recommen-
dations to reflect this.

Ms. Brindle next claims that we are
“waiting for more stores to close as a
means to solve our parking prob-
lem.” This is the latest in a campaign
filled with attacks labeled as “con-
structive criticism” against our Down-
town, and the Task Force Report that

Ms. Brindle now espouses. A review
of the Task Force’s 9/26 Update, avail-
able on the town’s website, shows
this is untrue. The Mayor and Council
have implemented 29 Task Force rec-
ommendations in the five months
since the Report was released – many
related to parking. Our occupancy
rate per square foot has increased to
91 percent for restaurants and retail
and to 96 percent for all commercial
space during that same time period.
Ms. Brindle has appeared at some of
these grand openings, so she knows
firsthand that stores are opening, not
closing. After her campaign, I’m no
longer asking what Ms. Brindle’s plan
is for our Downtown, I’m asking what
in the world she has against it?

Finally, residents should know that
the task force recommendation to add
parking, benches and landscaping to
Downtown by closing the portion of
Lenox between Central and North
(Report page 10) is to begin shortly,
with $150,000 in grants that Ms.
Brindle claims the town doesn’t ap-
ply for.

Perhaps Ms. Brindle didn’t read
the Report before presenting her ideas.
While it is good to see that she now
agrees with the recommendations the
Mayor’s Task Force made back in
April, this failure to perform basic
research is a leadership negative and
yet another reason why experience
matters. The alternative – that she
read the report and presented these
ideas as her own – would indicate that
her focus is on getting elected, and
not on Westfield.

Robert Benacchio
Westfield

Last Tuesday, October 17, the
Scotch Plains Town Council passed a
resolution calling on the New Jersey
State Legislature to renew the 2 per-
cent Interest Arbitration Salary Cap
to help local governments control
property taxes.

Interest arbitration is used to de-
cide collective bargaining disputes.
If local governments can’t reach con-
tract agreements with labor unions,
unelected third-party arbitrators are
asked to award terms of a new con-
tract. The interest arbitration cap lim-
its salary increases to 2 percent.

Two bipartisan reforms passed in
2010 included a permanent 2 percent
cap to annual property tax levy in-
creases and a corresponding 2 per-
cent cap on interest arbitration salary
increases. The arbitration cap was
only temporary. In 2014, the legisla-
ture renewed the 2 percent interest
arbitration cap by way of unanimous
votes in both the State Assembly and
State Senate, and was signed into law
by the Governor. That extension ex-
pires on December 31, 2017.

While Scotch Plains Township acts
as the sole tax collector of property
taxes, your property taxes are levied
by three governments: Union County,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, and the Township itself.

For the decade preceding the reform
laws, those three government entities
each raised their component of the tax
levy at annual rates of 5.3 percent, 5.7
percent and 5.5 percent, respectively.

 Since the bipartisan laws were
enacted, the increases have been 4.7
percent, 2.2 percent and 1.1 percent,
respectively. While NJ property taxes
are still astronomical, the change in

growth has been noticeable. Unfortu-
nately, the State Legislature is refus-
ing to act on renewal until after the
November 7, 2017 election.

The 2 percent cap on interest arbi-
tration has helped control salaries,
not just through arbitration awards,
but also by encouraging frugal con-
tract negotiations. If the interest arbi-
tration cap expires while the 2 per-
cent property tax levy remains law,
municipalities will be forced to re-
duce services to fund the labor cost
increases and stay under the 2 percent
cap (or seek voter referendum to ex-
ceed the 2 percent property tax cap).
In a couple weeks voters have the
opportunity to elect new leadership
in Trenton.

Republican candidate Lt. Governor
Kim Guadagno has said she would
sign a renewal of the 2 percent interest
arbitration cap. Democratic candidate
Phil Murphy has said he needs time to
study the issue. This is a disingenuous
punt on an issue from a candidate who
has been running for Governor for
well over a year, has decades of fi-
nance experience, and on an item that
passed with unanimous bipartisan sup-
port only a few years ago. Should he
win, I would encourage him to study
the numbers above.

In the meantime, I urge voters who
are concerned with their property tax
bills to research where candidates
running for Governor, State Assem-
bly, and State Senate stand on this
issue. I encourage voters to support
candidates who are committed to
property tax relief.

Councilman LL Jones
Scotch Plains

I’m Rich Fortunato and I am run-
ning in the November 7th election for
the State Assembly for District 22,
which includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Clark.

There’s a big financial issue loom-
ing which will have an effect on all
New Jersey residents, and that is our
state pension crisis. This will affect
not just government retirees and tax-
payers, but also everyone who re-
ceives services of any type from the
state. It is a very serious financial
problem which Trenton is not paying
enough attention to.

In short, over time the state’s obli-
gation to make benefit payments to
government retirees will greatly re-
duce funds available for other state
services, with the result that impor-
tant state services will be cut. It is
only a matter of time before this starts
to happen.

Maybe the state retirement plans
were too generous; but that isn’t my
point. Promises were made, rightly or
wrongly, and government workers
relied on those promises. I don’t think
it would be fair to now reduce ben-
efits which were promised.

The state needs to deal with this
issue, now, in a way that gives retirees
what they were promised and is also
most cost effective to taxpayers, while
minimizing as much as possible the
effect on future state budgets.

We need to move towards a system
where new employees are enrolled in
‘defined contribution plans’ (401(k)’s
for example), existing employees
going forward are phased into de-
fined contribution plans and vested
benefits under the current retirement
plans are valued fairly and the em-

ployees get, in cash, the value of their
vested benefits but they have to put
that cash into either an IRA account
of their own or a tax-deferred annuity
in their name from a qualified insur-
ance company. This is the way busi-
nesses move from defined benefit
plans to defined contribution plans.

Going forward the state and each
employee would make payments into
the employee’s retirement account.
The state would no longer guaranty
the payments to be made upon retire-
ment. Employees will get certainty –
they will not have to worry about the
state being unable or unwilling to pay
their pensions down the road.

The downside of this approach is
the state will have to borrow the cash
needed to fund the payout of its exist-
ing plans. But the upside is the total
dollar amount owed on the existing
plans will be locked in, and can be
paid off over many years.

Elected officials will have to make
the case to the public, the employees
and Wall Street that getting the pen-
sion issue behind us, and putting cer-
tainty around the numbers going for-
ward to pay that debt off rather than
having the unfunded pension specter
looming over the budget every year
makes sense for the state, the taxpay-
ers and the retirees. Needless to say,
the state employee unions will object
to virtually any pension reform, and
our current Assemblymen Green and
Kennedy are unlikely to do anything
to which the unions object.

Please consider voting for me No-
vember 7th.

Rich Fortunato
Dist. 22 State Assembly Candidate
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Scotch Plains Rescue Squad:
Ensuring Halloween Safety

SCOTCH PLAINS — Witches,
ghosts, and goblins, oh my! Hal-
loween is a time for make believe
and fun. Let’s make sure our kids
stay safe and get to enjoy all those
tricks and treats.

Many people are aware of the
importance of checking candy be-
fore letting kids eat them, but there
are other dangers out there as well.
For example, according to the orga-
nization Safe Kids USA, “children
are more than twice as likely to be
killed by a car while walking on
Halloween night than at any other
time of the year.”

If you can, go out early with your
kids so there is still some daylight
left. If this isn’t possible, make sure
there is reflective tape on their cos-
tumes and bags, or have kids carry
glow sticks. Stay on sidewalks at all
times. If there aren’t sidewalks, walk
facing traffic and stay as close to
the side of the road as possible.
Make sure costumes fit well so kids
don’t trip, and instead of masks, try
to use face paint. This is a much
better option, but if kids are wear-
ing masks, make sure they don’t
block their vision. Regarding cos-
tumes, also make sure they are
flame-resistant.

For older kids, stress the impor-
tance of putting down their phones
and paying attention to where they
are going. Tell them to make sure
drivers see them when crossing the
street or walking past driveways.
Also, it is better to go in groups than
all alone, and to stay in neighbor-
hoods they’re familiar with.

Drivers, remember that on Hal-
loween there are more kids out run-
ning around than usual, and take
precautions. Some will be wearing
dark costumes which will make them
hard to see, and because of their
excitement, they may dart out into
the street or between cars unexpect-
edly. So, on this day, drive a little
slower than usual through neigh-

borhoods and be extra vigilant. Turn
down the music, stay off the phone,
and make sure your headlights are
on, even if it’s not dark yet. We want
our little princesses and superhe-
roes to get home safely.

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad is
a volunteer organization of Neigh-
bors Helping Neighbors. With over
90 volunteers, we answer calls not
only in Scotch Plains but in surround-
ing towns as well when needed. Be-
sides answering calls, you will see
our ambulances at many special events
held in town, such as Scotch Plains
Day, the Memorial Day Parade, high
school football games, and the sum-
mer concerts on the Village Green.
We are also available to provide dem-
onstrations for Boy Scout and Girl
Scout troops, clubs, and any other
group that may be interested in what
we do. In addition, we lend out wheel-
chairs, crutches, canes and other as-
sorted medical equipment free of
charge. Please reach out to us if there
is something we can do for you: (908)
322-2103 for non-emergencies or
scotchplainsrescuesquad@gmail.com.

* * *
Contributing Author: Susan

Baldani, a life member of the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad.

SONGS TO REMEMBER...The Florian Schantz Jazz Combo, pictured, will
perform a program of music popular during World War I on Sunday, November
5, at 2 p.m., at the Crossroads in Garwood. The event will benefit the historic
Miller-Cory House Museum in Westfield.

World War I Music Program
To Benefit Miller-Cory

WESTFIELD — The Miller-
Cory House Museum will present a
special historical program and ben-
efit concert on Sunday, November
5. It will take place at the Cross-
roads, located at 78 North Avenue,
Garwood, at 2 p.m. The show is
geared towards all ages.

The theme of the program will be
popular music of World War I, featur-
ing a hit parade of songs popular be-
tween 1914 and 1918. Selections will
include a mixture of early Dixieland,
military music and other standards of
the era, accompanied by educational
content. This year marks the 100th
anniversary of the United States’ entry
into World War I.

Presenting the program will be
Westfield’s own Florian Schantz Jazz
Combo, a group that has entertained
audiences all over the tri-state area
by conducting three annual multi-
state library tours through New Jer-
sey, New York and Connecticut.

Leading the group is Florian Schantz,
a 15-year-old professional trumpet
player who has performed more than
300 engagements since he founded
his band at age 9.

In addition to Florian Schantz on
lead brass, the band features Rup
Chattopadhyay on trombone, Mar-
garet Schantz on flügelhorn, Danny
Tobias on trumpet, Lowell Schantz
on guitar, Jeff Little on bass, and
Nick Scheuble on drums.

Tickets may be purchased in ad-
vance through the museum for $20
or at the door for $25. Children un-
der age 12 may attend for free with
an accompanying adult. For tickets
or more information, call the mu-
seum at (908) 232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
Proceeds will benefit the Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614
Mountain Avenue, Westfield.

For advance lunch reservations for
the event, contact the Crossroads at
(908) 232-5666.

This history/arts program is
made possible in part by a HEART
(History, Education, Arts Reach-
ing Thousands) Grant from the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders.

live up

Tix at www.jccnj.org or Film Festival Hotline at 908-889-8800 x208.
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Fall 2017
October 17 - November 14

Rialto NewVision Theater, 

Plenty of seating...
screening in 2 auditoriums

Monday, November 6 
7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, November 14

7:30 p.m.

The Laser Dental Group P.C.

 301 Lenox Avenue 1205 Coolidge Avenue
 Westfield, NJ 07090 Union, NJ 07083
 908-232-2136 908-686-2080

www.thelaserdentalgroup.com

Dental implants have been known to exist for more than 2000 years according to
historians. Earliest known implants took the form of carved stones evolving to carved
ivory, casted metal and eventually into titanium placed in place of the extracted tooth,
drilled screwed or hammered into place.  Modern day dental implants were pioneered
by a Swedish professor Per-Ingvar Branemark in the early 1980’s, and are surgically
placed in the jaw. They are known as endosseous or root-form implants made of titanium.
Once placed, they become fused to the bone, and the implant fixture or fixtures can be
used to restore a tooth, several teeth or all the teeth by either, cementing, attaching by
screws, or having a detachable appliance that snaps into place. There are several
components and instruments needed in order to restore a dental implant fixture.

There is no denying the fact that implants are successful and last many years when
properly maintained by your dentist.  Because of their success, new implant companies
are sprouting up all over the world with new companies appearing on the horizon every
year! Just like in the auto industry, each company has different parts, sets of instruments
and tools in order to “work” on their product.  However, just like any other industry,
implant companies do fail and go out of business. So these “specials” that you see
advertised may not end up to be such a good bargain given the test of time.

So what makes a good implant system? A long track record is one criterion to use.
Another gauge is worldwide appeal and availability. Regional and smaller companies
have good clinical success also, but due to lack of acceptance, they may not survive,
and their components and instrumentation would become difficult or impossible to obtain
should problems arise. Successful implant companies can be found worldwide and
have other companies copying their design. This makes componentry and
instrumentation more readily available.

Patients that have artificial joints usually get a document that informs them the
manufacturer, lot and reference number to what have been placed. This valuable
information will allow another physician anywhere in the world to treat this patient should
a problem or defects arise.

Dental implant fixtures should be treated in the same manner. A document should be
provided to you by the treating dentist that specifies which company, type, size, reference,
and lot number of the dental implant placed. Granted that few problems occur with
dental implants, but should something occur, any dentist with the proper information
anywhere in the world would be able to obtain the necessary componentry and
instrumentation to treat you.

Be informed. Discuss with your dentist what system would be best for you. Obtain proper
documentation to what implant has been placed. Unlike an automobile, when it gets old
and breaks down, you cannot just go out and trade it in for a new one. Once an implant
fixture fuses to the bone, it would be difficult to remove and replace with a different
fixture. Being able to obtain the necessary parts and instruments to treat them is vital.

Not all dental implants are the same

Peter Louie, D.M.D.
General  Dentistry
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SP-F Newcomers
Have Event Tonight

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains- Fanwood Newcomers and
Neighbors Club will host its annual
Fall Meet and Greet tonight, Thurs-
day, October 26, at 8 p.m. It will
take place at Darby Road, located
at 450 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains.

The Meet and Greet is an opportu-
nity for women to meet current mem-
bers of the organization and learn
about the activities and services the
group offers while enjoying an
evening of fun, food and more. As
part of the club’s community out-
reach program, monetary donations
for the Food Bank of Puerto Rico
will be collected to support hurri-
cane disaster relief efforts.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood New-
comers and Neighbors Club hosts
events throughout the year, includ-
ing Ladies Nights, playgroups, book
club, men’s events and holiday so-
cial activities. For more informa-
tion, visit spfnewcomers.com.

Those interested in attending the
Meet and Greet are asked to con-
tact  Alice Fahey at
president@spfnewcomers.com.

Needle Nite to Meet
Next on November 3
FANWOOD — The next meeting

of the Needle Niters of the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church will be held on
Friday, November 3, at 7 p.m., in
Westminster Hall on Marian Avenue.

The quilters will continue to work on
the Cozy Scarf pattern that was intro-
duced last month. Fabric and instruc-
tions are still available for this item.

Plans for the December meeting
will be announced.

The knitters and those who crochet
will continue to work on the items
they make for different charities.

All are welcome to come and see
what is being done and to join the
group. If fabric, batting or yarn is
needed, e-mail requests to
needlenite@fanwoodpc.org.

For further information or direc-
tions to the church, call the office at
(908) 889-8891, e-mail
admin@fanwoodpc.org or check the
website at fanwoodpc.org.

Hist. Society to Hear About
Rahway River Park Lawn

WESTFIELD — As part of the
Westfield Historical Society’s First
Wednesday Luncheon series, Scott
J. Aruta will present a talk on the
Great Lawn in Rahway River Park
on November 1. The luncheon will
begin at noon at the Echo Lake
Country Club, located at 515
Springfield Avenue, Westfield.

Mr. Aruta is a co-founder and
president of Friends of Rahway
River Parkway. His talk will cover
the efforts to preserve the Great
Lawn in Rahway River Park, one of
Union County’s largest remaining
open spaces, and protect it from
neglect, overdevelopment and the
degradation of its historic structures,
bridges, wildlife and river access.

Mr. Aruta is the owner of Shad-
ing Systems Inc., a specialty con-
tracting company, and he lives on
an Olmstead-designed street that
runs along a section of the Rahway
River known as Jackson Pond.

Those wishing to attend the lun-
cheon may make a reservation by call-
ing Mary at (908) 233-2930 by noon
on Friday, October 27. The luncheon
fee of $35 for Westfield Historical
Society members and $40 for non-
members includes a three-course meal,
coffee/tea and gratuity. The luncheon
fee may be paid at the door. Westfield
Historical Society memberships also
will be available at the luncheon.

For Echo Lake Country Club dress
code information, visit
echolakecc.org/club. Further infor-
mation on Westfield Historical So-
ciety events can be found by visiting
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org and
liking the organization on Facebook.

F-SP Rotary Plans
Veterans Lunch

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Rotary
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will
host a Veterans Appreciation Lunch
at its Wednesday, November 8 meet-
ing. It will be held at noon at the Stage
House Restaurant, located at 366 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains.

The Rotary Club will honor veter-
ans in the club and the local commu-
nity. Veterans in Fanwood and Scotch
Plains are invited to attend, but must
register in advance because space is
limited. To register for the event, con-
tact Julie Murphy at (800) 258-9249
or julie@franchisefalcon.com.
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PAID FOR BY RE-ELECT SKIBITSKY FOR MAYOR, MARIELLA FOLEY, TREASURER, 241 NORTH AVE. WEST, SUITE 300, WESTFIELD NJ 07090

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL EXPERTS AFFIRM:

Westfield is one of the best in New Jersey at 
managing tax dollars

Independent financial experts S&P Global 

Ratings affirmed recently that Westfield 

has earned the highest possible municipal 

bond rating (AAA). 

That’s great news for Westfield families  

and seniors because it significantly 

reduces costs of municipal government 

and our property tax burden. Under Andy’s 

leadership, Westfield has also delivered:

✓ Town budgets under the 2% property tax cap
✓ A rainy day fund to protect taxpayers 
✓ Low taxpayer debt
✓ Important funding for roads, parks, pools and public safety

Re-Elect Skibitsky | November 7th | www.Andy2017.com
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– Obituaries –

Maria N. Zakula

Ethel W. Barth, 90, Active Parishioner;
Longtime Resident of Scotch Plains

Ethel W. Barth, 90, passed away
peacefully on Friday, October 20,
2017, at her home in Scotch Plains
with her family by her side. Born
and raised in Brooklyn, N.Y., she
had been a longtime resident of
Scotch Plains.

Ethel received a Bachelor’s of
Business Administration from
Simmons College in Boston and
worked as a secretary with City
Service Corps in Manhattan for
many years. Ethel and her husband,
Tom, were parishioners of the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield and later moved to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church when it was es-
tablished in Scotch Plains in 1969.
She was a past president and mem-
ber of the Rosary Altar Society.
Ethel also was an active member
and volunteer of the College Club
of Fanwood-Scotch Plains.

Ethel is survived by her beloved
husband of 59 years, Thomas Barth;

her daughter, Ann Barth, and sons,
Robert Barth and his wife, Patrice,
and Thomas Barth and his wife,
Leah. She also is survived by four
grandchildren, Alyssa, Michael,
Lauren and James, and by her
caregiver and dear friend, Carol
Williams. She was predeceased by
her brother, James Mulholland, Jr.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
held on Tuesday, October 24, at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church.
Private interment followed at Saint
Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia. Visi-
tation was at Memorial Funeral
Home in Fanwood on Monday, Oc-
tober 23. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Church, Rosary
Altar Society, 1571 Martine Avenue,
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076. For ad-
ditional information or to sign the
guestbook, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

October 26, 2017

Thelora D. ‘Peddie’ Bliss, 99, Was
Former Resident of Westfield

Thelora “Peddie” Bliss

Thelora “Peddie” Bliss, 99, of
Lancaster, Pa., passed away on
Thursday, October 19, 2017, at
Homestead Village, where she re-
sided since 1991. She
was the dear and lov-
ing wife of the late
John W. Bliss of Val-
ley City, N.D.

Thelora was born in
Bethlehem, Pa.,  to
Charles and Anna
Dullenkopf.  After
graduating from Lib-
erty High School in
Bethlehem, Peddie
went on to become a
Registered Nurse. She
received her training
at the Allentown Hos-
pital School of Nursing, graduat-
ing in 1939.

She married John Bliss, a Lehigh
University mechanical engineer, in
1939. In 1949, after giving birth to
three children, Peddie and John
and their  children moved to
Concepcion, Chile. John Bliss
worked at the Compania de Acero
del Pacifico while Peddie volun-
teered as a surgical nurse at the
local hospital. She was instrumen-
tal in supporting a community or-
phanage in Concepcion. She also
served at the Union Protestant
Church with many European and
American families. She immersed
herself in the cultures of Chile and
spoke and wrote fluent Spanish.

In 1956 the family returned to
the United States and eventually
settled in Westfield, N.J. When the
earthquakes of May, 1960 devas-
tated Concepcion and its peoples,
Peddie raised the plea for dona-
tions and clothing. For a month her
home in Westfield became a “Red
Cross” warehouse for donations to

that international rescue effort. She
was a per diem nurse at Overlook
Hospital in Summit, N.J., to sup-
port college tuitions for her three

children.
Just prior to retire-

ment, Peddie and John
moved to Oceanport,
N.J., where they en-
joyed their three chil-
dren and their spouses,
and their 12 grandchil-
dren. Peddie became
an expert at steaming
crabs caught by the
grandchildren under
their  dock.  They
moved to Homestead
Village, due to John’s
failing health, and they

joined the Church of the Apostles.
Peddie’s hobbies included sewing
and needlework, tole painting and
basket making, and always she was
the observant and helpful nurse.

Thelora Dullenkopf Bliss,
Peddie, is survived by her three
children, Jay W. Bliss (Pegg) of St.
Augustine, Fla., Daniel J. Bliss
(Martha) of Rock Hall, Md., and
Barbara B. Irwin (W. John) of
Valencia, Calif.; 12 grandchildren;
20 great-grandchildren, and her sole
surviving sister, Kathleen Thomas
of Hanover, Pa. Relatives and
friends are invited to attend a Me-
morial Service in the Glasford
Room at Homestead Village, 1800
Village Circle, Lancaster, Pa., on
Saturday, November 25, 2017, at
11 a.m. Friends may greet the fam-
ily from 10:30 a.m. Interment will
be private in the Memorial Garden
of the Church of the Apostles. If
considering a memorial gift, please
make a donation to the Red Cross
for disaster relief.

October 26, 2017

Eugene Panarese, 56, Was Devoted
Family Man, Youth Baseball Coach

Eugene Panarese of Westfield,
N.J., formerly of Hillside, N.J.,
passed away on Saturday night at
Overlook Medical Center in Sum-
mit, surrounded by his loved ones.
He was 56 years old. Eugene was a
loving husband to Rosemarie
Panarese (née Menza), of 32 years,
and a devoted father to Christina
Marie Panarese, Joseph Anthony
Panarese, Gabriella Rose Panarese
and Maria Grace Panarese. Eugene’s
family was what he lived for; he
loved his children deeply and was
so proud of them.

Eugene was a 1979 graduate of
Hillside High School and gradu-
ated from Lincoln Technical Insti-
tute in 1980. He was a draftsman for
almost 40 years. He spent most of
his career working for Nicholas J.
Bouras Inc. in Summit, N.J. He also
worked for CANAM Steel and A.C.
Associates as a project manager.
Eugene was the owner of PANCO
Drafting Services for over 23 years.

Eugene was a long-standing coach
of youth baseball. He had many
fond memories of the boys who he

coached, and formed lasting rela-
tionships with many of them. Eu-
gene was a great supporter of his
children’s athletic endeavors, and
was always on the sidelines cheer-
ing them on.

Eugene was the son of Anthony
Panarese and Rose Panarese (née
Mangiacapre). He is predeceased
by his parents and his sister, An-
gela Marie Panarese. Eugene is
survived by his wife and children;
his brother Anthony; his brother
Louis and his wife, Lisa; his
mother-in-law, Rosemary Menza;
his sister-in-law, Angela Menza;
his  brother- in- law,  Anthony
Menza, and many nieces, neph-
ews, as well as many great-nieces
and nephews.

A Funeral Mass was held on
Wednesday, October 25, at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield.

Arrangements were by Dooley
Colonial Funeral Home, 556
Westfield Avenue, Westfield, N.J.
(www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com).

October 26, 2017

Richard C. Gottlick, of Westfield;
Was Beloved Family Man

Gloria M. Cotier

Gloria M. Cotier, 75, Enjoyed Time
Spent With Family and Friends

Gloria M. Cotier, 75, of Swanton,
Vt., passed away Saturday morning,
October 21, 2017, at the
Franklin County Rehab
Facility in St. Albans, Vt.

She was born March
31, 1942 in Melrose,
Mass., the daughter of
the late Edwin Searle
Mitchell, Jr. and Grace
Mary (Muller) Mitchell.

Gloria moved around
the world as the daugh-
ter of a career Army fa-
ther. She attended BFA
St. Albans and gradu-
ated from high school
while living in Germany. She married
J. Bart Cotier on February 17, 1962,
and they made their home in New
Jersey, where they raised their two
sons. She worked as a systems man-
ager from 1977 through 2000 for an
advertising agency in New Jersey.
The family spent summers at Lake
Champlain and in the summer of 2000,
she bought her lake house, making
Vermont her permanent residence.
Shortly after coming to Vermont she
became a paraprofessional at the
Highgate Elementary School, retir-
ing in 2013.

Gloria loved to spend time at her
lake house with her family and friends.
She also enjoyed reading, especially
crime and mystery novels.

She is survived by her sons and their
wives, Joseph and Eun Cotier of

Glastonbury, Conn. and
Matthew and Charolette
Cotier of Wellington, Colo.;
her grandchildren, Hannah,
Joshua, Christopher, Jessica
and Krystal; her brother,
Edwin Searle Mitchell, III,
and his wife, Lori, of
Guilford, Conn.; her sister-
in-law, Michele Soriero of
Dayton, Ohio, and several
nieces and nephews. Be-
sides her parents and hus-
band, Gloria was prede-
ceased by her brother, Rob-

ert Curtis Mitchell.
Visiting hours will be held today,

Thursday, October 26, 2017, from 4
to 7 p.m., at the Kidder Memorial
Home, 89 Grand Avenue, Swanton,
Vt. A memorial service will be held
in the spring of 2018. Interment will
be private at a time to be arranged by
the family.

For those who wish, contributions in
Gloria’s memory may be made to Voices
Against Violence & Laurie’s House,
P.O. Box 72, St. Albans, Vt. 05478 or to
American Legion Post No. 1, 100 Parah
Drive, St. Albans, Vt. 05478.

Condolences, photos and favorite
memories may be shared through
www.gossfs.com.
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Myron D. ‘Mike’ Waxberg, 84,
Was Real Estate Attorney

Myron D. “Mike” Waxberg, of
Westfield, N.J. and Phoenix, Ariz.,
passed away in his Phoenix home
on Wednesday, October
18, 2017, at age 84,
from Parkinson’s Dis-
ease and dementia. He
was born in Brooklyn,
N.Y., on July 3, 1933,
to Bernice and Louis
Waxberg. As a child, he
was athletic, playing
ball and swimming in
his neighborhood. He
would also play golf
later in life.

After attending Far
Rockaway High School,
Mr. Waxberg attended the Univer-
sity of Michigan and New York
University School of Law. He
served in the U.S. Army, stationed
in Germany, before being brought
back to New York when his mother
was ill. On December 1, 1968, he
married the love of his life, Evelyn
(Herz), eight months after they met.

He spent his career as a real es-
tate attorney. After working for the
law firm of Lynton Klein Opton &
Saslow, then for Steak and Brew,

he spent most of his career work-
ing in Carteret, N.J., for Supermar-
kets General Corporation, parent

company of Pathmark
Stores. After retiring, he
and Evelyn spent their
winters in Phoenix,
where their older son,
David, has lived for
more than 20 years.
Well-rounded in his in-
terests, Mr. Waxberg
was a lifelong fan of the
New York Giants, Mets,
Knicks and Rangers;
loved classical music
and opera; was always
reading books; and took

sculpture classes in adult school.
Survivors include his devoted

wife of 48 years, Evelyn; son,
David; former daughter-in-law,
Doris; future daughter-in-law,
Rhonda Bobst, and grandchildren,
Amanda and Jason; son, Greg, and
daughter-in-law, HeatherAnn; sis-
ter, Sue Juran; nephews, Larry
Juran, Richard Juran and Steve
Juran, and niece, Bonnie Ullner,
and close family friends.
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Myron D. Waxberg

Richard C. “Dick” Gottlick
passed away at home surrounded
by loved ones on Saturday, Octo-
ber 21, 2017.

Dick was born December 10,
1928 and was the son of Edward
and Evelyn Gottlick. Raised in
Westfield, N.J.,  he
graduated from Holy
Trinity High School in
1946. He graduated
from Holy Cross Col-
lege with a degree in
physics in 1950. Soon
after graduating from
Holy Cross, Dick was
drafted into the U.S.
Army and served until
1953.  In 1957 he
graduated with a Mas-
ter of Science degree
from Stevens Institute
of Technology. He worked for
Johnson & Johnson headquarters
as a data processing manager for
most of his  career in New
Brunswick, N.J. Dick ended his
career working as a Loaned Execu-
tive for United Way, where he led
the North Jersey Combined Fed-
eral Campaign (CFC).

During all his years in Westfield,
Dick was a committed parishioner
and dedicated steward for the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church.
He loved the town of Westfield and
was an avid supporter of Scouting
and sports programs. He was pack
leader for Holy Trinity Cub Scouts,
president of the Westfield Boys
Wrestling League and president of
the Westfield High School Boost-
ers Club. He also was active with
the Lupus Foundation of America,
New Jersey chapter. As quoted by
their president and CEO, “What-
ever we needed, he was always
there to help.”

Dick married the love of his life,
Mary Joan Markey Gottlick, on
July 17, 1954. For the first three
years of their marriage they lived
in Cranford, N.J., when two of their

children were born. They then
moved to South Plainfield, where
their next four children were born.
In 1963 they moved to Westfield.
Here, they resided for the remain-
der of their lives, raising nine chil-
dren. Along with his children, Dick

had 22 grandchildren
and three great-grand-
children. One is also
on the way, due in
April, 2018.

Dick enjoyed paint-
ing, golfing, playing
poker with his buddies,
doing the daily cross-
word puzzles in pen,
long walks in the park
with his wife, Mary
Joan, and spending lov-
ing time with his chil-
dren, grandchildren

and great-grandchildren.
Dick was predeceased by his lov-

ing wife, Mary Joan; his son, Eu-
gene, and his parents, Edward and
Evelyn. He is survived by children
Richard (Linda), Jerome, Annmarie
Stancato (Vince),  Mary Joan
Hurley (Vinny), Philip, Laura
Iarkowski (Ron), Irene McGrew
(Robert) and William (Chrisoula),
and his sisters ,  Patr icia and
Geraldine. He also leaves behind
numerous loving relatives and
friends.

Visitation hours are on Friday,
October 27, from 5 to 8 p.m., at
Dooley Colonial Funeral Home, 556
Westfield Avenue, Westfield, N.J.

The Funeral Mass celebrating
Dick’s life will be at the Holy Trin-
ity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield on Saturday, October 28,
at 10 a.m., followed by interment
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions can be sent in his name to the
Lupus Foundation of America, New
Jersey Chapter, website:
www.lupusnj.org; address: P.O.
Box 1184, Springfield, N.J. 07081.
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Patricia Day Connell, Was Church
Member, Golfer and Bridge Player

Patricia Day Connell passed away
on Sunday, October 22, 2017, at her
home in Westfield.

Born in 1916, she was brought up
in Scotch Plains, where her father
was the Chief of Police. She gradu-
ated from Scotch Plains High School
as salutatorian.

Surviving are her husband of 77
years, Grover Connell; two daugh-
ters, Terry Connell of Watchung, N.J.
and Toni Connell of Manassas, Va.,
and three grandsons, Shane Connell

of Mendham, N.J., Duane Connell of
New Vernon, N.J., and Sean Connell
of New York.

Pat belonged to The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, Echo Lake Coun-
try Club and Baltusrol Golf Club,
where she was an avid golfer and
bridge player.

Memorial services will be held at a
future date. The family has requested
no flowers or donations.
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Maryellen D. Doldouras, Was
Local Librarian and Quilter

Maryellen D. Doldouras (née
Howard) of Colorado Springs, Colo.,
formerly of Fanwood, N.J., died on
Thursday, October 19, 2017.

Born March 30, 1938, in Digby,
Nova Scotia, Canada, to Edward and
Dorothy Howard, Maryellen immi-
grated to the United States in 1956 to
study at St. Mary’s College of Mary-
land. During the voyage from Halifax
to New York City on board the M.S.
Giulio Cesare, she met her future
husband, George Doldouras.

While her children were young,
Maryellen was a homemaker and also
volunteered at her children’s school
and her local church, All Saints Epis-
copal in Scotch Plains. She was noted

for her singing in the church choir as
well as her needlework in embroidery
and quilting, which was often seen
for sale at the annual church rum-
mage sale. She worked as a librarian
at the Fanwood Memorial Library for
10 years, retiring in 1991.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band of 56 years, George. Survivors
include her brothers, John Howard
and Alfred Howard (Jane); her chil-
dren, Phillip (Debbie) and Anna
Marshall (Sean); six grandchildren;
eight great-grandchildren; numerous
nephews and nieces as well as sev-
eral close friends. Services will be
private.
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Richard C. Gottlick

Wednesday Morning Club
To Meet on November 1

CRANFORD — The Wednes-
day Morning Club will hold its
first meeting of the month on No-
vember 1 at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center, located at 220 Walnut
Avenue, Cranford.

The guest speaker will be Karen
M. Ensle, a registered dietitian who
has been a family and community
health sciences educator in Union
County since 1987. She is with the
Cooperative Extension of Union
County and her topic will be “Choco-
late, Is It the New Health Food?”

Club President Sue Driscoll will
preside at the meeting, which will
begin at 10 a.m. All are welcome.

The Public Affairs Department will
meet at the home of Carolyn Moran
on Tuesday, November 14, at 1 p.m.,
with guest speaker Emily Marchese
from the organization Roots and
Wings. Ms. Marchese will tell suc-
cess stories about the young people
helped by this organization.

The American Arts and Crafts
Department will meet on Thurs-

day, November 16, at the Visual
Arts Center of New Jersey, located
at 68 Elm Street, Summit. The tele-
phone number is (908) 273-9121.
The group will meet at 10:30 a.m.
To arrange to carpool to the center,
call Joan Davis.

The Literature Department will
meet at the home of Sue Driscoll
on Monday, November 27, at 1
p.m. Ms. Driscoll will lead a dis-
cussion of the book “Lillian
Boxfish Takes a Walk” by Kathleen
Rooney. This book has been de-
scribed by The Boston Globe as “a
witty and heartfelt ode to a city
(New York), to its infinite variety,
and to its melting pot of citizens.”

Club members are reminded to
bring non-perishable items to do-
nate to the food pantry to meet-
ings.

For more information about The
Wednesday Morning Club, call
Vice-President Carolyn Moran at
(908) 233-5635 or e-mail her at
caromm@comcast.net.

Documentary to Spotlight
Journey of Egyptian Jews

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Israel
Support Committee of Central New
Jersey invites the public to attend the
New Jersey premiere of the docu-
mentary Starting Over Again on Sun-
day, November 5, at 2 p.m., at Temple
Beth El/Mekor Chayim, located at
338 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

Egypt had a thriving Jewish com-
munity for centuries, which grew to
75,000. The community was de-
stroyed by anti-Semitism and Arab
nationalism in little more than 10
years, forcing the Jews to leave the
homes they and their ancestors had
known for countless generations.

This film tells the story of Egyp-
tian Jews, many prosperous profes-
sionals and merchants, who became
expelled refugees, forced to start over
again in new countries. Viviane Acker
Levy, herself an Egyptian Jewish
refugee, will share her experiences
after the movie.

Light refreshments will be served.

The cost is $8 in advance and $10 at
the door. Checks can be sent to: Israel
Support Committee, 18 Shalom Way,
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.

The Israel Support Committee of
Central New Jersey represents Congre-
gation Anshe Chesed of Linden, Con-
gregation Beth Israel of Scotch Plains,
Congregation Israel of Springfield,
Temple Beth El/Mekor Chayim of
Cranford, Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah
of Clark, Temple Emanu-El of Westfield
and Temple Sholom of Scotch Plains. Its
mission is to disseminate information
about issues affecting Israel and to pro-
vide support for the people and the State
of Israel. For questions, contact Conrad
Nadell at conradwho@gmail.com or at
(908) 531-8228.

Executive to Describe How
To Distribute Digital Assets

Steve Erikson

SUMMIT AREA — Steve Erikson,
CFP, president emeritus of Hallmark
Capital Management, will speak to
the Summit Area Old Guard at its
Tuesday, October 31
meeting. He will talk
about “Your Digital
Legacy-Digital Estate
Planning.”

As Mr. Erikson will ex-
plain, in today’s digital
age, when people die,
they leave behind a digi-
tal legacy. Relatives no
longer consider what to
do with books, tea sets
and vases; they think
about digital photos, vid-
eos and e-mails. Indi-
viduals today accumulate
far more digital records than they do
physical ones.

Survivors now have to deal with
online bank accounts (those they
know about); social media profiles
and interactions; login data; e-
mails; music collections, photos
and many other valuable items, plus
the conventional medical bills, fu-
neral arrangements and decedent’s
will. Many online services are
cloud-based and add another level
of privacy protection.

How do survivors access these ac-
counts? According to a recent sur-
vey, only 14 percent of people shared
passwords with family members,
leaving survivors unable to access
online assets.

A trusted friend or advisor can
select which posthumous informa-
tion to reveal. Individuals should
compile an inventory of all online

accounts, and what is nec-
essary to access the ac-
counts. It is advisable to
do it manually; online
data can be hacked.

Individuals also should
set out who they want to
grant access to the ac-
counts, and whether they
want the data destroyed
or given to a third party.
Using login data of a de-
ceased person may be
troublesome; many online
services say nobody but
the owner can use the ac-

count.
All active men age 50-plus are

invited to attend the Tuesday morn-
ing meetings of the Summit Area
Old Guard. Meetings are held at the
New Providence Municipal Center,
located at 360 Elkwood Avenue, New
Providence. A coffee hour starts at
9:15 a.m., followed by a 10 a.m.
business meeting brightened by sing-
ing and humor. Guest speakers begin
their talk at 10:30 a.m.

Old Guard members participate in
sports, bridge, hikes, trips, plays,
concerts and other cultural events.
For more information about the or-
ganization, call Jim Hewitt at (908)
233-5507 or log onto the website
summitoldguard.org.

Maria N. Zakula, 60, Dedicated
Mental Health Professional

Maria N. Zakula, 60, formerly of
Westfield, N.J., and most recently
Millsboro, Del., died Wednesday,
September 13, after a long illness.

Known for her dedication to those
in need and her conta-
gious laugh, Maria ex-
celled in a career in the
mental health field, par-
ticularly in the field of
brain injury rehabilita-
tion. She owned Reha-
bilitation Connections
of Delaware Valley,
LLC, which provided
services to individuals
with brain injuries, de-
velopmental disabilities
and other neurological
disabilities.

She was vice-presi-
dent of the executive
board of the Brain Injury Association
of Delaware, and hoped to work to-
ward the expansion of services to
individuals with brain injuries and
their families. She also sat on the
board of the Asperger’s Alliance.

Prior, she was the former director of
vocational development project, cli-
ent services liaison and program coor-

dinator for the Community Skills Pro-
gram in southern New Jersey, where
she lived much of her life.

She earned a Master of Arts degree
in Rehabilitation Counseling from

Seton Hall University,
South Orange, N.J., and
was a certified brain injury
specialist. Her under-
graduate degree in psy-
chology was earned in
1979 from Rowan Univer-
sity, formerly Glassboro
State College.

Maria was predeceased
by her parents, Michael
and Nancy Zakula, and is
survived by cousins, Gail
Matteo Rizkalla of
Westfield and John Matteo
of Berkeley Heights, and
her golden doodle, Gracie.

Services were held on Thursday,
September 28, at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield. She
was buried with her parents in
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Donations can be made to Dela-
ware Hospice Center, 100 Patriots
Way, Milford, DE 19963.
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MR. AND MRS. RYAN ANDREW GUNDRUM
(She is the former Miss Megan Prall)

Ryan A. Gundrum Weds
Miss Megan Prall

Miss Megan Prall, the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Prall of
Hopkinton, Mass., was married on
Thursday, August 10, to Ryan Andrew
Gundrum. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. William Gundrum of Westfield.

The afternoon ceremony took place
at Santa Filomena Church in Paradera,
Aruba, with Father Fuentebella offi-
ciating. A reception followed at Pure
Ocean at the Divi Phoenix Hotel in
Aruba.

The bride was given in marriage by
her mother and father, Cindy and Jeff
Prall. Ms. Brittany Weiss, the bride’s
college friend, was maid of honor,
while her sister, Ms. Marissa Prall,
was junior maid of honor. The bridal
attendants included the groom’s sis-
ter, Mrs. Kristen Kosmaczewski, and
the bride’s friend, Miss Kristen
Aleksandrowicz.

The groom’s brother, Jason
Gundrum, was the best man, while
the bride’s two brothers, Greg and
Travis Prall, served as groomsmen,

along with the groom’s best friend
from college, Steven Freiman.

Mrs. Monica Gundrum, the groom’s
mother; Mrs. Joanna Gundrum, the
groom’s sister-in-law, and Evan
Vanarelli, a childhood friend, all did
scripture readings.

The bride is a 2007 graduate of
Hopkinton High School and earned
her bachelor’s degree from Sienna
College in Loudonville, N.Y., in 2011.
She is employed by Nestle USA as an
account manager.

The groom is a 2006 graduate of
Westfield High School. He graduated
in 2010 with a bachelor’s degree in
economics from the University of
Maryland. He is a vice-president CFA
at JP Morgan in New York City.

The parents of the groom hosted
the rehearsal dinner the evening be-
fore the wedding at Gianni’s restau-
rant in Aruba.

Following their honeymoon in
Aruba, the couple is making their
residence in Hoboken.

White House Floral Designer
To Lead Holiday Program

CRANFORD — The Hanson Park
Conservancy will welcome Cathy
Miller, dried flower designer, lecturer
and author, on Tuesday, November 14,
at 7 p.m. She will present a program
entitled “It’s Holiday Time” at the
Cranford Community Center. The cen-
ter is located at 220 Walnut Avenue.

After decades of creating dried-
flower arrangements for the White
House, Mrs. Miller has many stories
to share. She will demonstrate how to
create a mix of fresh and dried flower
arrangements. Participants will have
the chance to win one of four door
prizes, including two of the arrange-
ments made that evening, as well as a
copy of her book, “Harvesting, Pre-
serving & Arranging Dried Flowers.”

The cost will be $10 for members
of the Hanson Park Conservancy and
$15 for non-members. To register,
visit hansonparkconservancy.com.
Payment is due at time of registration.

Although music was a dominant

factor in her early life, Mrs. Miller’s
love of flowers made her an avid
gardener as well. After she and her
husband settled in Wyckoff, Mrs.
Miller joined the Wyckoff Garden
Club and later served as president.
She was the recipient of many blue
ribbons as well as the coveted Tri-
color and Creativity Awards, locally
and at state levels. Her first article
appeared in Family Circle magazine
in June of 1976, and since then she
has completed dozens of assignments
for several home and garden publica-
tions, as well as appearing on many
television programs. Her crowning
achievement came in October 1979,
when she made her first trip to the
White House to create some of her
very own dried flower arrangements.

Proceeds will go towards the
Hanson Park Conservancy and its
efforts to beautify and maintain
Hanson Park, as well as its educa-
tional programs and workshops.

Toll Brothers CEO to Be
Hale Speaker on Nov. 1

WESTFIELD — The chief execu-
tive officer of the nation’s largest
home-building firm will discuss
“Housing Trends in
America” in the final
talk slated for 2017 by
the Hale Speaker Series.

The speech is sched-
uled for Wednesday,
November 1. It will be
held at the Westfield Me-
morial Library, located
at 550 East Broad Street.

Douglas Yearley, Jr.,
whose company’s cred-
its include develop-
ment of the Enclave at
Shackamaxon in
Scotch Plains, will tell
attendees about the current busi-
ness in the building of single and
attached homes in the United States.

Like previous Hale Series speak-
ers, Mr. Yearley is a Westfield na-
tive. He now resides in Pennsylva-
nia and is active with the Yearley
Family Foundation that supports
charities assisting underprivileged
children through education.

An alumnus of Cornell University

and Rutgers Law School, Mr. Yearley
practiced law with Archer & Greiner
in New Jersey before joining Toll

Brothers in 1990. He
became a vice-president
in 1994 and moved
through other executive
posts until being named
CEO and director in
2010.

The hour-long Yearley
talk is set to start at 7 p.m.
in the library’s meeting
room. It is open to the
public, but registration is
required and may be done
at wmlnj.org or by call-
ing (908) 789-4090, ex-
tension 0.

The Hale Speaker Series, named
after the late Anne and Lee Hale, is
hosted by the Friends of the Westfield
Memorial Library and made possible
by grants from The Anne and Lee
Hale Fund and The Thomas Glasser
Foundation. Selection of the 2018
speakers will be made in the near
future by the Hale Series committee,
headed by Linnea Rhodes, a board
member of the Friends.

Douglas Yearley, Jr.

Immigration Policy to Be
Focus of Clergy Forum

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield will host
a forum on immigration issues on
Wednesday, November 1, from 7:30
to 9 p.m. Free and open to the public,
this event will be held in the sanctuary
at 125 Elmer Street.

Entitled “Immigration
Policy: Current Status,
Concerns and Consider-
ations,” the forum is
sponsored by the
Westfield-Mountainside
Clergy Association. It
will feature a presenta-
tion by immigration at-
torney Sheila Moreira,
Esq., with commentary
from members of the
clergy association.

Among the topics to
be addressed are DACA
(Deferred Action for Childhood Ar-
rivals), the so-called Dreamers, and
other issues surrounding current and
proposed legislation. A question and
discussion period will follow.

Ms. Moreira has practiced immi-
gration law for 14 years. She has
presented at numerous “know your
rights” workshops for immigrants and
taught classes in Constitutional law,
political science and history. She
works with the Roselle-based non-

profit group Adelante Alliance, which
supports the local Hispanic commu-
nity through advocacy, educational
programs, community organizing and
enrichment projects.

“A few months ago, our
association discussed
how we might be a more
regular presence in serv-
ing the Greater Westfield-
Mountainside area as an
entity,” said the Rever-
end Dr. Mark Boyea, se-
nior minister of the First
Congregational Church.
“One of the ways we be-
lieve that aspiration can
be best met is by provid-
ing this type of public fo-
rum on a regular basis —
opportunities for people
to receive and explore vi-

tal information about complex public
issues, as well as insights into under-
standing those issues from an ecu-
menical spiritual perspective.”

The Westfield-Mountainside
Clergy Association is made up of
more than a dozen religious leaders
representing houses of worship in the
local community. For more informa-
tion on the event, call the First Con-
gregational Church office at (908)
233-2494.

HAPPY COUPLE...This scarecrow pair by The Porch Salon is among the 107
presently on display in downtown Cranford for the 10th anniversary of the
Scarecrow Stroll.

Cranford Scarecrow Stroll
Celebrates 10th Anniversary
CRANFORD — This year, 107

“wild and crazy” scarecrows will be
on display throughout downtown
Cranford to mark the 10th anniver-
sary of the popular Scarecrow Stroll
that began on Tuesday.

This year’s festivities also will in-
clude new activities like a Night Time
Stroll tomorrow, Friday, October 27,
with music starting at 6 p.m. Partici-
pants will meet at Eastman Clock
Plaza to get their glow sticks and
treats. Scarecrow Stroll tote bags will
be distributed while supplies last.

There additionally will be a
“Scarecrow Stroll Selfie” spot in Post
Office Plaza. Downtown Director
Kathleen Miller Prunty credited
sponsors for being able to add extras
to this year’s event.

“We are very grateful to Della
Vecchia Financial Group, Dreyer
Farms, Ivy Rehab, Jim and Julie
Murphy, Tammie Costello for Real
Estate at Coldwell Banker East and
Tina Browning of Boroughs to Burbs
at Coldwell Banker East for their
generous support,” she said.

“Of course, there wouldn’t be a
Scarecrow Stroll without the residents,
business owners, clubs, schools and
organizations who create these fabu-
lous displays every year. We are al-
ways impressed by their imagination
and 2017 will be no exception,” said
Ms. Miller Prunty.

The scarecrows will be on display
on every downtown street, and voting
will continue until Sunday, Novem-
ber 5. Ballots are available at partici-
pating businesses and can be dropped
at the bright orange scarecrow mail-
box in Eastman Plaza.

“We encourage people to walk
throughout the entire downtown to see
all of the entries as well as our stores
and restaurants,” added Ms. Miller
Prunty. A map is available on the down-
town Cranford section of the
township’s website, cranfordnj.org.

THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Christopher Academy

Accredited by American Montessori Society

Admissions Open Houses

Kindly RSVP to respective campus

www.christopheracademy.com

Please join us for our

November 2
6:30 p.m.

Westfield Campus
510 Hillcrest Avenue

908-233-7447

November 7
6:30 p.m.

Scotch Plains Campus
1390 Terrill Road

908-322-4652

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Kristin N. Badalamenti, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq.,

Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey, 07016
(908) 272-0200

www.dughihewit.com

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours ·  53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
kaplowlaw@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
·  Divorce ·  Domestic Violence

· Custody ·  Child Support

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

TRICK OR TREAT

BRING YOUR DENTIST SOMETHING SWEET
TURN YOUR CANDY INTO CA$H

BY GIVING US YOUR SECRET STASH
Westfield Pediatric Dental Group is having their Annual
Halloween Contest. So bring your candy into our office

and receive a cash reward for the amount you bring. The
child who brings the most Halloween Candy weekdays
between November 1st and November 8th will receive

four free movie passes to AMC Theaters!!

For further information please contact our office at
908-232-1231 or come visit us at:

WESTFIELD PEDIATRIC DENTAL GROUP
555 WESTFIELD AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
www.kidsandsmiles.com

Tell your friends to stop by our office
and bring their candy!

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PUBLIC AUCTION NOTICE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE the Borough of Fanwood will hold an auction on Saturday,
October 28, 2017, at Fanwood’s Public Works Garage, One Manfra Way, Fanwood, NJ,
at 9 am.  (Preview at 8:30 am).

The following vehicles will be offered in a strictly “as is” condition with no representation
as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose:

Vehicles:
1998 Crown Victoria, Vin # 2FAFP 71W1W X1259 88
1992 Toro Sandpro 5000 (infield groomer) model 08867 Serial #20197
1982 Mack CF Series Pumper Fire Truck, Vin# 1M1A111Y3CM002219
2001 Dodge Durango, Vin# 1B4HS 28N61 F6447 67

Bicycles:
Approximately 30

Equipment:
3 inch Wisconsin gas powered trash pump, Serial #4916472
Stihl 090 AV Chainsaw with 4 foot, 2 man bar.
Echo srm 2502 Weed Wacker

Miscellaneous office supplies

Payment must be made by cash or certified check.  A 10% deposit must be given at time
of sale.

At the time of said sale, the purchaser shall deposit the entire purchase price with the
Borough Clerk. If the purchaser fails to take title and possession within ten (10) days of
the date of purchase, the governing body of the Borough of Fanwood may declare the
contract of sale to be terminated and may retain all monies paid there under as liquidated
damages, and the Borough may resell said property or pursue such other and further legal
and equitable remedies as it may have. If the purchaser fails to take title or possession
within said ten (10) days, purchaser will be liable for reasonable storage fees.

All prospective purchasers are put on notice that no employee, agent, officer, body or
subordinate body has any authority to waive, modify or ament any of the within conditions
of sale.

The Borough of Fanwood reserves the right to reject all bids and shall not be obligated
to accept any bids.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 10/19/17 & 10/26/17, The Times Fee: $66.30

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 17-22

DEVELOPMENT FEE ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL
EXISTING ARTICLE XIII (DE-
VELOPMENT FEES) AND TO
ENACT A NEW ARTICLE XIII
(DEVELOPMENT FEES) IN
CHAPTER 106 (LAND USE)
OF THE CODE OF THE BOR-
OUGH OF GARWOOD

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
17-22, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2017.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 10/26/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 17-21

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE TO ENACT
ARTICLE XIV (AFFORDABLE
HOUSING) IN CHAPTER 106
(LAND USE) OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD TO ADDRESS
THE REQUIREMENTS OF
THE FAIR HOUSING ACT AND
THE UNIFORM HOUSING
AFFORDABILITY CONTROLS
(UHAC) REGARDING COM-
PLIANCE WITH THE
BOROUGH’S AFFORDABLE
HOUSING OBLIGATIONS

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
17-21, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2017.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 10/26/17, The Leader Fee: $27.03

Sheila Moreira
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Library to Continue Series
On ‘WW I and America’

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library will continue
its “World War I and America” se-
ries of programs during November.
The series commemorates the cen-
tennial of the United States’ involve-
ment in World War I and explores
the ongoing experiences of veter-
ans who have served since then.

U.S. Army veteran Ryan Harty will
facilitate a reading-based discussion
on Thursday, November 2, at 7 p.m.,
on “Coming Home: The Toll of War.”
Mr. Harty currently serves as the
operations officer for the 1st Squad-
ron, 102nd Cavalry Regiment sta-
tioned in Westfield and deployed in
2008-2009 as part of Operation Iraqi
Freedom. Readings should be com-
pleted in preparation for the evening
and are available online by going to
wwiamerica.org/coming-home.php.
Advance registration is required.

The series will draw to a close the
following Thursday, November 9, at
7 p.m., with graphic designer and
creator of the “52 Reasons to Love a
Vet” gallery exhibit, Ella Rue-Eyet.

SO ALL MAY EAT...Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains conducted a food
drive for hunger relief during the holiday of Yom Kippur. Congregants brought
non-perishable food to the synagogue at the start of the Jewish High Holy Day, and
the collected food was donated afterwards to the food pantry of Jewish Family
Service (JFS) of Central New Jersey in Elizabeth. The food drive was called “The
Corners of Our Fields,” which references the Biblical commandment for farmers
to leave the corners of their fields un-harvested in order to feed the needy.
Pictured, volunteer Susan Klapper transports donated bags of food to JFS.

Temple Sholom to Host
Kristallnacht Program

SCOTCH PLAINS — Temple
Sholom has announced its 2017
Kristallnacht program to be held on
Sunday, November 5, at 7 p.m. Guest
speaker Florette Cohen, Ph.D., will
focus on “Anti-Semitism Then/Anti-
Semitism Now.” In her lecture, she
will trace the nature of anti-
Semitism from the Holocaust to
newer, modern conceptions which
include anti-Israel attitudes.

On November 9 and 10, 1938,
Nazi Germany started a pogrom that
resulted in the destruction of more
than 1,000 synagogues, much Jew-
ish property, many businesses and
the murder of over 100 Jews. Thou-
sands were imprisoned in concen-
tration camps. Jews no longer felt
safe, even if they had before, and

long lines formed throughout Ger-
many as Jews sought to escape. Al-
though the pogrom appeared to be
spontaneous, it was actually part of
the Nazi plan of ever more virulent
anti-Semitic actions that culminated
in the Holocaust.

Ms. Cohen is associate professor
of psychology at the College of Staten
Island, a prolific author of articles on
the psychology of anti-Semitism, and
co-editor of the volume “Antisemitism
in North America: Theory, Research
and Methodology.”

This program is free and open to
the public. Temple Sholom is lo-
cated at 1925 Lake Avenue, Scotch
Plains. For additional information,
call the temple office at (908) 889-
4900.

Mountainside Library Slates
Genealogy, Couples Events

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library has
announced two events that are hap-
pening at the library during the first
week of November.

Sandy VanderMeer, of the
Mountainside Restoration Commit-
tee, will be at the library on Thurs-
day, November 2, from 5:30 to 7
p.m., for the second of a three-part
series entitled “Connect to Your His-
tory.” This program will be about
accessing online resources.

During this class, Ms.
VanderMeer will demonstrate how
to navigate historical records and
use the genealogy databases that
are available at the click of a button.

Free and open to the public, this
program is sponsored by Arbor Ter-
race Mountainside. To register, call

(908) 760-0599 or call the library at
(908) 233-0115.

“Trading Places,” an interactive
seminar for married senior couples,
will be offered on Thursdays, Novem-
ber 2 and 16, from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.
During the first class, Ronnie Landis,
who holds a Bachelor of Science in
Nursing, will moderate a program de-
signed to teach couples to understand
the responsibilities required for the
running of their household. Then, par-
ticipants will agree to switch tradi-
tional roles and responsibilities, or
just share their knowledge, and return
for the second class to discuss their
experiences.

To register for this program, visit
the library or call (908) 233-0115.
The Mountainside Public Library is
located at 1 Constitution Plaza.

 Westfield Scholars Receive
National, State, Local Recog.

WESTFIELD – Three Westfield
High School (WHS) students re-
ceived praise from the Board of
Education for earning state and
national  recognit ions.  Board
President Gretchan Ohlig pre-
sented Benjamin Kevelson,
Kathryn Armstrong and Justin
O’Boyle with congratulatory cer-
tificates at its public meeting on
October 17.

Benjamin Kevelson, a senior at
WHS, was recognized for being
named a 2018 National Merit
Semi-Finalist.  Approximately 1.1
percent of 1,500,000 juniors who
took the PSAT qualify as National
Merit  Semi-Finalists.  Ben is
among the highest scoring entrants
and is eligible to apply for a Na-
tional Merit scholarship. The pro-
gram honors students who show
exceptional academic ability and
potential for success in rigorous
college studies. He leads the Blue
Devils Marching Band as a Drum
Major and is an accomplished mu-
sician who plays the harp and the
saxophone.  Ben is a member of
the Westfield High School Wind
Ensemble and volunteers at se-
nior citizen homes, a food shelter,
and an after-school program for
homeless and at-risk children.

Eleventh  graders  Jus t in
O’Boyleand Kathryn Armstrong

were honored for being selected
2017 Governor’s STEM Scholars.
The STEM Scholars program re-
ceived 600 applications through-
out the State and selected 85 stu-
dents using very rigorous criteria,
including character, leadership
ability and STEM aptitude.  They
will be participating in a series of
conferences, field trips, a research
project, and professional and
mentoring opportunities. The di-
rector of the program, David
Hodges, explains, “The purpose
of the Governor’s STEM Scholars
is to take New Jersey’s best and
brightest STEM students and in-
troduce them to what New Jersey
has to offer.” Senator Cory Booker
told the scholars that “we need to
empower more young people to
explore, to discover, to innovate.”
The first meeting of the program
took place a few weeks ago at
Rutgers.

Kathryn’s s interest in STEM
has included her attendance at a
two-week Engineering Camp at
Brown University during the sum-
mer between ninth and tenth grade
and is.  A distinguished honor roll
student, she participates in Model
Uni ted Nat ions ,  Westf ie ld
Plainfield Connections, and is a
member of the Blue Devils Soccer
team.

Justin has been described by his
counselor, Christine Hough, as
having a true passion for com-
puter science.  He is an active
member of the WHS “Coding with
a Cause Club,” where he travels to
two Westfield elementary schools
each week to teach younger stu-
dents about computer science.  He
is an honor roll student who is
interested in history, politics and
enjoys reading in his spare time.

She will discuss how her family’s
experience was the impetus for the
founding of a non-profit that serves
veterans. A reception to honor veter-
ans will follow her talk.

“World War I and America” is a
two-year initiative of Library of
America presented in partnership
with the Gilder Lehrman Institute
of American History, the National
World War I Museum and Memo-
rial and other organizations, with
generous support from The National
Endowment for the Humanities.

For more information and to reg-
ister for “Coming Home: The Toll of
War,” visit scotlib.org/2017/
worldwarone, e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the library Reference Desk. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the cen-
ter of the township.

UCC Foundation Gala Raises
Funds for Scholarships

The Union County College Foundation celebrated its Silver Anniversary Scholar-
ship Gala on October 13 at The Westwood in Garwood. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Union County College President Margaret M. McMenamin, Union County
Freeholder Linda Carter, Union County College Board of Trustees Chairman
Victor M. Richel, Greg Flood, Professor Sherry Heidary, Union County College
Foundation Board of Trustees Chairman Anthony Manger and Union County
Freeholder Al Mirabella.

CRANFORD – The Union County
College Foundation celebrated its
Silver Anniversary Scholarship Gala
on October 13 at The Westwood in
Garwood. The event raised more than
$240,000 for scholarships for stu-
dents, which will help further the
core mission of the College, to pro-
vide students with an affordable, ac-
cessible, and quality education.

This year, the Foundation hon-
ored Sherry Heidary, associate pro-
fessor of chemistry in the College’s
STEM division, with the first Fiat
Lux Award and Greg Flood, presi-
dent of IronPro, as the 2017 Man of
the Year. Prof. Heidary received this
award for her years of commitment
to UCC’s students and her support of

the mission of the Foundation. Mr.
Flood was presented his award for
his philanthropic support to the Foun-
dation and the Union County com-
munity.

The evening began with a silent
auction. This was followed by din-
ner, during which awards were given
and calls for support were held. Gor-
don Vickers, the parent of a
UCCgraduate and scholarship do-
nor, spoke about his son’s success at
the College thanks to the supportive
faculty and staff. After Mr. Vickers’
speech, an appeal for donations to
support the cost of tuition and books
was held.

A committee of community vol-
unteers organized and managed the
gala. The chair of this year’s gala
committee was Sharon Katz.

This year, Ironshore A Liberty
Mutual Company, was the Presiden-
tial Sponsor of the event. The Gold
Sponsor was ARC Excess & Sur-
plus, LLC. The Silver Sponsors were
Aon Benfield, DSM, LawCash, and
TransRe. Additional sponsors for stu-
dent scholarships included Arthur J.
Gallagher Risk Management Ser-
vices, Inc., Boston Advisors, LLC,
Cleary Giacobbe Alfieri & Jacobs
LLC, Elizabethtown Gas, Infineum
USA L.P., and UCC President. Mar-
garet M. McMenamin.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 17-25

ORDINANCE OF THE BOR-
OUGH COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY ADOPTING THE
SOUTH AVENUE II REDEVEL-
OPMENT PLAN, PURSUANT
TO THE LOCAL REDEVEL-
OPMENT AND HOUSING
LAW,  N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 ET
SEQ.

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood, in
the County of Union, New Jersey (the
“Borough”), a public body corporate and
politic of the State of New Jersey, is autho-
rized pursuant to the Local Redevelop-
ment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-
1 et seq. (the “Redevelopment Law”), to
determine whether certain parcels of land
within the Borough constitute an area in
need of rehabilitation and/or an area in
need of redevelopment; and

WHEREAS, on June 10, 2014, the Bor-
ough Council (the “Borough Council”)
adopted Resolution No. 14-220 authoriz-
ing the Planning Board of the Borough (the
“Planning Board”) to investigate whether
the area commonly known on the Borough
tax maps as Block 401, Lots 1-5 and Block
403, Lots 1-6 and 19-22 (the “Property”)
met certain criteria under the Redevelop-
ment Law as an “area in need of redevel-
opment”; and

WHEREAS, on May 27, 2015, the Plan-
ning Board recommended to the Borough
Council that the Property met certain crite-
ria under the Redevelopment Law as an
“area in need of redevelopment”; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution 15-274, the
Borough Council designated the Property
as an “area in need of redevelopment” in
accordance with the Redevelopment Law
(the “Redevelopment Area”) and directed
the Planning Board to prepare a redevel-
opment plan for the Redevelopment Area;
and

WHEREAS, the Planning Board held a
public hearing on November 8, 2017, to
review and comment on the proposed re-
development plan entitled “South Avenue
Area II Redevelopment Plan,” as it specifi-
cally pertains to Block 403, Lots 1-6 and
19-22 on the tax maps of the Borough (the
“Redevelopment Plan”), and at its meet-
ing held on November 8, 2017, the Plan-
ning Board resolved to transmit the Rede-
velopment Plan to the Borough Council

with a recommendation that the Redevel-
opment Plan be adopted; and

WHEREAS, upon review of the Plan-
ning Board’s recommendation of the Re-
development Plan, the Borough Council
has determined to adopt the Redevelop-
ment Plan (in the form attached hereto as
Exhibit A), to ensure the success of rede-
velopment within the Redevelopment Area,
as it specifically pertains to Block 403, Lots
1-6 and 19-22 on the tax maps of the
Borough, in conformity with the Borough’s
redevelopment objectives.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Borough Council of the Borough of
Garwood, County of Union, New Jersey
that:

Section 1. The aforementioned recitals
are incorporated herein as though fully set
forth at length.

Section 2. The Borough Council hereby
refers the Redevelopment Plan to the Plan-
ning Board for review and recommenda-
tion pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7.

Section 3. Contingent upon the receipt
of the Planning Board’s recommendations,
the Borough Council hereby adopts the
Redevelopment Plan pursuant to the terms
of N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7 of the Redevelop-
ment Law.

Section 4. A copy of this Ordinance and
the Redevelopment Plan shall be avail-
able for public inspection at the office of the
Borough Clerk during regular business
hours.

Section 5. This Ordinance shall take ef-
fect in accordance with all applicable laws.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 17-25, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 24th, DAY OF OCTOBER 2017,
and that Ordinance No. 17-25, will be taken
up for further consideration for final pas-
sage at the meeting of said Borough Coun-
cil to be held in the Council Chambers of
the Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue,
Garwood, New Jersey, on the 14th, DAY
OF NOVEMBER 2017, at 7:15 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
heard, at which time and place all persons
who may be interested therein will be given
an opportunity to be heard concerning the
same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 10/26/17, The Leader Fee: $99.45

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held October 24,
2017 and that the said Council will further
consider the same for final passage on the
21th day of November, 2017, at 8:00 p.m.,
or as soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2088

AN ORDINANCE AMEND THE
CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield in the County of
Union as follows:

SECTION I - Chapter 13 is hereby
amended to include the following Section
13-16.7:

Sec. 13-16.7.  Alternate Side of Street
Parking.

Notwithstanding the provisions of Sec-
tion 13-16 to the contrary, the Westfield
Police Department is authorized to permit
alternate side of the street parking during
or following snow storms, and shall post
appropriate signage to implement same.

SECTION II.  All ordinances or parts of
ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with
any part of this ordinance are hereby re-
pealed to the extent that they are in such
conflict or inconsistent.

SECTION III.  In the event that any
section or part of this ordinance shall be
held to be unenforceable or invalid by any
court, such holding shall not affect the
validity of this ordinance as a whole, or any
part thereof, other than the part so held
unenforceable or invalid.

SECTION IV.  This ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication as
soon as, and in the manner permitted by
law.
1 T - 10/26/17, The Leader Fee: $45.90

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-17-
019 to be located in Zone C-1, on the
premises known as: 10-12 Commerce
Drive, Cranford, New Jersey, Block No.
636, Lot No. 3 has been submitted by
Applicant: 10-12 Commerce LLC.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit:

The operation of a Cornerstone Day
School on property located in a C1 existing
structure zone where the proposed use is
not a permitted use, in violation of Section
136-32 Use Regulations of the Land De-
velopment Ordinary of the Township of
Cranford, together with such other addi-
tional relief or variances that may be re-
quired by the Board.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on Monday, No-
vember 20, 2017 at 8:15 p.m. in Room
107 of the Cranford Township Municipal
Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
New Jersey. Any person or persons af-
fected by this application will have an op-
portunity to present any objections to the
proposed development. The Board does,
however, have the right to exclude repeti-
tious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

By: Joseph J. Triarsi, Esq.
Triarsi Betancourt Wukovits & Dugan, LLC

Attorney for Applicant
1 T - 10/26/17, The Leader Fee: $40.80

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE OF MEETINGS

(IN COMPLIANCE WITH OPEN
PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT – CHAPTER
231) *ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY

SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education will meet in Executive Session
on Monday, October 30, 2017 at 6:00 p.m.
for a HIB appeal. Meeting will take place in
the Administration Building, Evergreen Av-
enue & Cedar Street, Scotch Plains. No
action will be taken.

1 T - 10/26/17, The Times Fee: $14.79

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held October 24,
2017 and that the said Council will further
consider the same for final passage on the
21th day of November, 2017, at 8:00 p.m.,
or as soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2089

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 24

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield in the County of
Union as follows:

SECTION 1 – Section 24-5 is hereby
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 24-5.  Removal of snow and ice
from sidewalks.

The owner, tenant or occupant of any
premises abutting any street shall remove
all snow from the sidewalks abutting any
portion of said premises within twenty-four
(24) hours after the snow has ceased to
fall.  Where ice is frozen to the sidewalk, it
shall be removed or shall be treated with
salt or other ice melt product.

SECTION II.  All ordinances or parts of
ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with
any part of this ordinance are hereby re-
pealed to the extent that they are in such
conflict or inconsistent.

SECTION III.  In the event that any
section or part of this ordinance shall be
held to be unenforceable or invalid by any
court, such holding shall not affect the
validity of this ordinance as a whole, or any
part thereof, other than the part so held
unenforceable or invalid.

SECTION IV.  This ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication as
soon as, and in the manner permitted by
law.
1 T - 10/26/17, The Leader Fee: $46.41

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

 In accordance with the ordinances of
the Borough of Garwood, and the statutes
of the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
preliminary and final site plan approval for
a proposed development (Case No. PB17-
06) to be located in the South Avenue
Transit Oriented Redevelopment Area (the
“Redevelopment Area”), pursuant to the
South Avenue Transit Oriented Redevel-
opment Plan dated May 27, 2017 (the
“Redevelopment Plan”), at the premises
known as BLOCK 401, LOTS 1, 2, 4 and 5,
having an address of 400, 450-490 South
Avenue, and 50 & 70 Center Street, in the
Borough of Garwood, Union County, New
Jersey (collectively, the “Property”), has
been submitted by South Ave Urban Re-
newal, LLC, a limited liability company of
the State of New Jersey, and Designated
Redeveloper of the Redevelopment Area,
having an address of 570 Commerce Bou-
levard, Carlstadt, New Jersey 07072 (“Ap-
plicant”).

The application proposes the redevel-
opment of the subject Property as a mixed-
use development, including 298 multi-fam-
ily residential apartments, with associated
public space, related parking, and other
improvements, including on-site ameni-
ties serving the prospective residents of
the development, including fitness facility,
pool, interior patio and courtyard area,
leasing office, and other facilities. 482 park-
ing spaces are proposed in a parking struc-
ture and beneath the building (at-grade)
where 435 spaces are required per the
Redevelopment Plan. The application in-
cludes approximately 19,366 square feet
of proposed retail / restaurant / café space,
with outdoor seating and related retail park-
ing. The project proposes a public plaza
northwest of the South Avenue and Center
Street intersection that includes a mixture
of hardscape, grass and landscaping as
well as lighting and planned outdoor din-
ing. A single monument sign is proposed,
central to the Property, to identify the
project. Retail signage is proposed above
individual fixed canopies located in front of
and above the individual retail units.

Applicant requires the granting of the
following minor deviations or other relief
from certain requirements and/or provi-
sions of the Redevelopment Plan:

1. Applicant proposes minimum one
bedroom market-rate residential unit sizes
of 721 square feet (768 with balcony) where
750 square feet is required; and

2. Applicant proposes minimum two bed-
room market-rate residential unit sizes of
1,054 square feet (1,521 sf with balcony)
where 1100 square feet is required.

APPLICANT SHALL ALSO SEEK ANY
SUCH OTHER VARIANCES, DEVIA-
TIONS, DESIGN WAIVERS, OR OTHER
RELIEF AS MAY BE REQUIRED, OR
DETERMINED TO BE NECESSARY IN
ORDER TO ALLOW PRELIMINARY AND
FINAL SITE PLAN APPROVAL OF THE
SUBJECT APPLICATION.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

The Garwood Planning Board (the
“Board”) will conduct a public hearing on
this matter on Wednesday, November 8,
2017 at, 7:30 p.m., in Council Chambers
403 South Avenue, Garwood, New Jer-
sey. Any person or persons affected by
this application will have an opportunity to
present any comments or objections you
may have to the proposed development.
The Board, does, however, have the right
to exclude repetitious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 9:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m., in the Office of the
Municipal Clerk, 403 South Avenue,
Garwood, New Jersey.

SOUTH AVE URBAN RENEWAL, LLC
By: Christopher H. Minks, Esq.

Attorney for Applicant
1 T - 10/26/17, The Leader Fee: $79.05

BOE Candidates Night
Airing on TV36

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education Candidates Night
is now airing on Blue Devils Cable
TV36 through Tuesday, November 7,
at 9 a.m., noon, 5 p.m. and 8 p.m. on
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays.
On Sundays, it will be shown at noon.
Biographies submitted by the candi-
dates to the Parent Teacher Council –
which sponsored the forum – are avail-
able on the Parent Teacher Council
website, westfieldnjk12.org.

The ballot order for the November
7 election is: Kent Diamond, Marga-
ret (Peggy) Oster, Lynn Benner, An-
thony Marotta and Simon Cirasa.

VA Claims Clinic
On Tap at Library

SCOTCH PLAINS — As part of
the “World War I and America” se-
ries, the Scotch Plains Public Library
has been hosting lectures, discussions
and films during October and No-
vember. The series commemorates
the centennial of American involve-
ment in World War I and explores the
ongoing experience of veterans who
have served since that time.

In an effort to further support today’s
veterans, Lillie Nuble, director of the
Department of Veterans Affairs in
Newark, will be at the library on Mon-
day, October 30, from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m., to discuss Veterans Administra-
tion benefits including compensation,
pension, vocational rehabilitation,
employment and education benefits.

For more information and to make
an appointment, call Jennifer Myers
at (973) 297-3384. Refreshments will
be provided by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post No. 10122.

Further information also is avail-
able at scotlib.org, by e-mailing
library@scotlib.org, calling (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or vis-
iting the library Reference Desk. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

Cranford Candidates
Forum Tonight at 8

CRANFORD — The annual
Cranford Township Committee Can-
didates Forum will be held tonight,
Thursday, October 26, at 8 p.m., in
the municipal building at 8 Spring-
field Avenue. It is hosted by the
League of Women Voters and The
Cranford Jaycees.

The candidates running for this
year’s two township committee po-
sitions will answer questions and
discuss their positions on local
Cranford issues. Questions may be
submitted by the public audience in
attendance. The event also will be
carried live on local Cranford tele-
vision TV35. Election Day is Tues-
day, November 7.

St. James Church
Posts Mass Schedule
SPRINGFIELD — St. James the

Apostle Roman Catholic Church has
announced its Mass schedule for
All Saints (Wednesday, November
1) and All Souls (Thursday, No-
vember 2) Feast Days.

All Saints Day’s anticipated Mass
will be held on Tuesday, October 31,
at 7 p.m. Masses on November 1 will
be at 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m., noon and 7
p.m. Evening Prayer of the Dead will
be prayed on All Souls Day at 7 p.m.

All are welcome. St. James
Church is located at 45 South
Springfield Avenue, Springfield.

ADS PLACED IN

THE LEADER/TIMES

BRING RESULTS
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New Faces
For Westfield
Town Council
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Buckets of Love Filled by
McKinley Students

THE BUCKET RUNETH OVER...McKinley School fifth graders, pictured from
left to right,  Jack Hill, Ignacio Marro, Ava Braddock, Mica Gensler-Canale, and
Rachel Feuchtwanger help fill a bucket with cleaning supplies and notes of
encouragement intended for victims of Hurricane Harvey in Houston. Westfield’s
smallest elementary school raised $545 for the supplies to kick off its “We Can”
humanitarian initiative for the school year.

Westfield BOE Candidates
Night Video Now Posted

PARENT VOLUNTEERS...The 2017-2018 Parent-Teacher Council (PTC) of the
Westfield Public Schools met on September 28 for the first of its monthly meetings
in which the group of volunteers share ideas, interests and news about each school.
The PTC, led by President Monica Bergin, is an umbrella organization which
includes all 10 schools’ parent-teacher-student organizations. Topics such as
school policies, district budget, student achievement and PTO initiated fundraising
activities are discussed. Attending the September meeting (seated left to right) are:
PTC Board members Suzanne Sherman, Joelene Ritter, Amisha Mehta, Monica
Bergin, and Donna Kenny. PTO presidents include (standing) Rebecca Scangas-
Verma – Tamaques, Chitra Singh – Jefferson, Wendy Rotella – Jefferson, Melissa
Abo – Wilson, Darcy Varner – Tamaques, Nancy Csorba – Edison, Jenn Czarnecki
– Edison, Thao Tran-Nasser – Lincoln, Lynn Pritti – Lincoln, and Carolyn Miller
– Westfield High School; second row: Amy Root – Board of Education liaison,
Jennifer Moshier – Washington, Suzann Duncan – Roosevelt, Stacey Shepard –
Roosevelt, Christine Dwan – Wilson, Shannon Crooks – Franklin, Cheryl Bishop
– McKinley, Eleonora Zappulla – McKinley, and Liz Miller – Westfield High
School. For a complete listing of PTC public meetings, please check the website.

WESTFIELD – The video of the
Westfield Board of Education Can-
didates Night is now available for
viewing: https://vimeo.com/
239151022.  The Parent Teacher
Council of the Westfield Public
Schools hosted the forum with the
five candidates at Westfield High
School on October 18. Amisha
Mehta, PTC Vice President, arranged
for the informational evening which
was moderated by the League of
Women Voters with questions sub-
mitted by the audience. The Westfield
High School TV Department taped
the event for community members

who were unable to attend.
The ballot order for the Tuesday,

November 7 election is: Kent Dia-
mond, Margaret (Peggy) Oster, Lynn
Benner, Anthony Marotta, and Simon
Cirasa.

Liz Mulholland, Legislative Chair
of the PTC, reports that early voting
is now available in Westfield at the
Colleen Fraser Building, 300 North
Avenue East, on Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.;
Tuesday and Thursday: 8 a.m. to 7:30
p.m.; and Saturday: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Early voting ends Monday, Novem-
ber 6 at 3 p.m.

Junior Achievement Heroes
Program Comes to McGinn

WESTFIELD – For two consecu-
tive weeks in September, McKinley
School in Westfield raised funds and
collected cleaning supplies for the
"Buckets of Love for Texas.”  Along
with the filled buckets, children wrote
messages of love and support for the
people who are trying to clean up
after the flood from Hurricane Harvey.
All of these buckets were shipped to
Texas by truck to the affected areas in
Houston from Hurricane Harvey. The
program is being run out of a local
mission in Point Pleasant.

“The entire school got involved,
raised $545 and bought enough clean-
ing supplies for 14 buckets to be sent
to victims in Houston of Hurricane
Harvey,” explained fifth grade teacher
Joseph Paradise. McKinley has
adopted the “We Can” initiative for

the 2017-2018 school year, with the
Buckets of Love project launching
this school-wide humanitarian pro-
gram.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Over 40 high
school students from the Future Busi-
ness Leaders of America (FBLA) pro-
gram at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School came to teach McGinn stu-
dents in grades one to four about
financial literacy, public responsibil-
ity and the community on October 10.

They came through the Junior
Achievement Heroes Program, which
focuses on three pillars of success:
financial literacy, workforce readi-
ness, and entrepreneurship. Students
serve as role models to young learn-

ers and present five interactive les-
sons that are grade level specific. All
of the content the high school stu-
dents taught our elementary students
addresses New Jersey Learning Stan-
dards for Social Studies and Lan-
guage Arts.

For more information on these stan-
dards, see www.state.nj.us/education/
cccs/2014/ss. For information about
the Junior Achievement Heroes Pro-
gram, visit http://
juniorachievement.com/programs/
high-school/ja-high-school-heroes.

Traiman Joins Transfer
Comm. at UAlbany

ALBANY, N.Y. – Hallie Traiman
of Scotch Plains is now a member of
the Transfer Living-Learning Com-
munities (L-LC) at UAlbany.

L-LCs at UAlbany bring outstand-
ing new transfers into a community of
learners who live on the same resi-
dence hall, take some classes together,
build a strong relationship with their
L-LC lead professor, and study and
participate in co-curricular activities
around the theme or intended major
of the L-LC.

Terrill Middle School Players
Present Murder by the Book
SCOTCH PLAINS – Just in time

for the Halloween Season, the Terrill
Middle School Players' Eighth Grade
Dramatists bring
the community a
deviously funny
play, Murder by
the Book.

Twists and turns
abound in this sur-
prising comedy/
mystery packed
with clever liter-
ary references.
These talented up-
perclassmen will
bring the audience
a mystery with a twist. The cast prom-
ises to bring a production that will
keep audiences smiling on the edge
of thier seat.

Tickets are available in advance at
h t t p : / / t m s m u r d e r . b r o w n
papertickets.com/ and will also be sold
at the door.

Prices are $10 for Adults, $8 for
students and seniors.

Performances are Friday, Novem-

ber 3 at 7 p.m. and Saturday, Novem-
ber 4 at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.

The performances will be held at
the Terrill Middle
School Audito-
rium at 1301
Terrill Road,
Scotch Plains.

Murder by the
Book by Craig
Sodaro has been
produced by spe-
cial arrangement
with Pioneer
Drama Service
Inc, Denver, C.O.

The Cast of Murder by the Book

SPFHS Class of ’77
Posts Reunion Date

AREA — The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Class of 1977
40th reunion will be held on Friday,
November 17, from 7 to 11 p.m., at
the Bridgewater Marriott. For more
information, contact Loretta at
Lornap@fdu.edu.

#brindleformayor@brindleforwestfield brindleforwestfield.com
Paid for by Brindle for Westfield Mayor, 900 Minisink Way, Westfield, NJ.

“
In my professional career

“

To read my platform, watch my videos, or contact me :

full-time, volunteer Mayor and 

Here at home

These experiences inform the Mayor I will be for you in Westfield--

MayorFor  
Shelley Brindle
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DOBOSIEWICZ FIRES IN TWO GOALS, ECHAUSSE NETS GOAL, GOALKEEPER MENDELSON MAKES FOUR SAVES

Blue Devil Soccer Boys Topple Hilltoppers, 3-1, in UCT Semi
By ALEX LOWE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jack Dobosiewicz scored a pair of
goals to help the Westfield High
School boys soccer team past Sum-
mit 3-1, in the semifinals of the Union
County Tournament held on October
21 at ALJ High School in Clark. The
victory puts top-seeded Westfield (15-
1-1) into the finals against Elizabeth,
which defeated Cranford in an earlier
semifinal round match.

The Blue Devils controlled the ac-
tion early against fifth-seeded Sum-

mit (10-6). Westfield had plenty of
first half scoring opportunities with
Dobosiewicz clanking a shot wide off
of the side post in the seventh minute
of play and teammate Andrew
Echausse doing the same in the 14th
minute. Westfield finally broke
through when Dobosiewicz scored
from in front of the net in the 14th
minute for a 1-0 lead.

“It was a throw in,” said
Dobosiewicz, a senior. “We saw what
we wanted from them and we got a
runner to the back post. The ball hit

off of the post and I tapped it into the
net.”

Westfield capitalized on a Summit
breakdown early in the second half to
take a 2-0 lead. Echausse took advan-
tage when Summit goalkeeper James
Ford came out to challenge allowing
the sophomore Blue Devil to tap the
ball into the back of the net.

“We were pressing high and their
center back missed it,” said Echausse.
“I was able to get the ball played in to
me in perfect position to make a move

FILIMONCZAK SCORES OFF CARRACINO FREE KICK

Minutemen Edge Cougars, 2-1
In UCT Boys Soccer Semifinal

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Overtime was looking like a very
strong possibility in the Union County
Tournament (UCT) semifinal game
between the second-seeded Elizabeth
High School boys soccer team and
third-seeded Cranford at A.L. Johnson
High School in Clark on October 21.
But Josser Amaya, on an assist from
Youkendly Pacius, who shifted from
his goalkeeping position to forward,
slipped past a defender in the box,
and tapped the ball past Cougar goal-
keeper Andrew Rojo to give the Min-
utemen a 2-1 lead that held up until
the buzzer, sending them to a UCT

Championship showdown with the
top-seeded Westfield Blue Devils,
who would defeat Summit, 3-1, in the
later game.

There was no letup by either team
as the 9-6 Cougars and the 14-2 Min-
utemen virtually alternated attacks.
The Minutemen launched the first
offensive in the first five minutes but
the Cranford defenders warded off
the first wave then turned the tables.
Cougars co-captain/midfielder Sam
Clark, Matt Ducusin and Dylan DePuy
put the Minutemen defenders and
Pacius, who tended goal for the entire
first half, to the test, and they passed.
Then back came the Minutemen and

Rojo was put to the test.
Finally, Amaya sent a right-to-left

cross into the box where the very
shifty Henry Chavez managed to
squeeze a shot past a Cougar de-
fender and into the net to give the
Minutemen a 1-0 lead with 6:09 left
in the half.

“Our defender, I think it was Kevin
Donovan, had his back to Chavez.
There were inches between the two
and the kid got a good foot on it. He
put it to my right but at the end of the
day, there was nothing you can do
about that one,” Rojo recalled.

“He’s [Chavez] looking to take the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE CHASE IS ON...Blue Devil Jack Dobosiewicz, No. 11, chases a Hilltopper downfield in the UCT semifinal game at A.L.
Johnson High School on October 21. Dobosiewicz scored a pair of goals and the Blue Devils won 3-1.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING THE SAVE...Cougar senior goalkeeper Andrew Rojo makes a save in the UCT semifinal game against Elizabeth
at A.L. Johnson High School on October 21. The Minutemen scored a goal late in the second half to win 2-1.

Laura Ortiz for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BIG NIGHT AGAINST IMMACULATA...Blue Devil running back Juandre House, No. 23, chewed up 233 yards on the
ground and scored a touchdown against the Immaculata Spartans on October 20 in Somerville. Westfield won 23-6.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

See story on page 17

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Call Today!
877.708.1121
FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

MOM & DAD ALWAYS GAVE 
ME GREAT ADVICE, IT’S TIME 

TO RETURN THE FAVOR.
A part of Fellowship Senior Living

One Call to Compassionate Home Care

JEPSEN NOTCHES 2 GOALS, 2 ASSISTS; KELLY 2 GOALS

Field Hockey Blue Devils Lick
Livingston Lady Lancers, 7-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Setting the pace offensively from
the onset paid off well in many ways
for the Westfield High School field
hockey team when it hosted the
Livingston Lancers at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on October 18.
The 6-8-2 Blue Devils scored a pair
of goals within a minute of each other
early in the first half then added two
more in the half en route to a 7-0
shutout of the Lady Lancers.

With the exception of a very few
moments, the Blue Devils’ offensive
push kept the Lancers on their heels,
resulting in the majority of the game
being contested not only in Livingston
territory but especially within 10 yards
of the cage.

“I really liked the way we played
today. I think that we did a few things
that you need to do. We took control
of the pace of the game immediately.
We were the ones holding the major-
ity of the possession. We were inten-
tional with our passes and our shots.
Nothing outside of a few moments
looked sloppy. We played clean and
smart field hockey,” Blue Devil Head

Coach Caitlin MacDonald said.
The first Blue Devil to strike gold

was Maggie Kelly. After Savannah
Stewart initiated a penalty corner, a
scramble ensued, Megan Webber got
a stick on the ball then Kelly tapped it
in with less that 10 minutes off the
clock.

“The first one I was on post waiting
for a wide shot. The ball was crossed
across the middle and I tapped it in. It
was by design. I am on post waiting
for a shot to be wide,” Kelly ex-
plained. “It was left going right.”

It took just over a minute for the
Lancer cage to be rattled again. An-
other scramble in the box stirred up
confusion but not for Kelly and
Hannah Jepsen who were the instiga-
tors.

“We were passing back-and-forth
on a break and Hannah had a shot. She
shot it. The goalie kind of stopped it a
little bit. It went through her legs a
little bit but the ball stopped moving,
so I tapped the ball in from behind the
goalie,” Kelly described.

Midway through the half it was
Jepsen’s turn to connect with the cage.

“It was rebounded off the goalie

after a shot. And Maggie Maguire
drove it in. I just hit it one time in,”
Jepsen said.

The fourth goal of the half came
with 6:02 on the clock and it was
Jepsen again who alertly tapped it in.

“It was off a black and it was on the
white line and the ref hasn’t called the
whistle, so I said like, OK! I am going
the play the whistle.’ So I put it in and
the ref said, ‘that counts.’ It just
stopped on the white line and I shot it
in,” Jepsen explained.

Jepsen also played an important
role in keeping the ball in Lancer
territory as she was not intimidated by
hard shots launched by several Lancer
players.

“That’s why I wear the gloves. You
got to get the ball. You just put your
stick down and do it. There’s no rea-
son to be scared,” Jepsen said.

With a commanding 4-0 lead enter-
ing the second half, the door was
opened for substitutions and substi-
tute they did as every player in the
lineup experienced action.

“Everyone played. It was a good
game. Good subbing. Good commu

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

Get an inside look at vibrant retirement living in New Providence. 
Come and tour our beautiful amenities, campus and maintenance-free 
homes. Light refreshments will be served.

Sunday, October 29, 2017
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

535 Mountain Avenue, New Providence 

Call 1-800-208-1976  
for more information and directions.

Follow event parking signs to enter the  
underground parking garage.

Bring your friends and family!

12
43
27
06

New Providence 

LanternHillCommunity.com

This event will not include a formal marketing presentation,  
but sales associates will be on hand to answer your questions.

Join Lantern Hill for a

Sunday Open House

ELLIOTT, BUTLER SCORE; ‘DOBO’, SKOLETSKY ASSTS

Lady Blue Devils’ Attack Halts
Cougars in Soccer Finale, 2-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Unlike in their first meeting early in
the season when they barely managed
to eke out an overtime win in Cranford,
the Westfield High School girls soc-
cer Blue Devils went on the attack
early and maintained it to secure a 2-
0 victory over the Cougars in their
final regular-season game at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on Octo-
ber 19. By game’s end, Blue Devil
goalkeeper Caitlin Amman was virtu-

ally untested, while the Cougars’
backfield and keeper Emily Lenox
experienced plenty of action.

Both teams had to make some ad-
justments in their lineups due to inju-
ries with the Blue Devils making
moves in their backfield, while the
Cougars had some key attack person-
nel sidelined.

“It’s like this season, you hope to
grow and that first game, the weather
played a huge impact. It’s always
harder to play Cranford. It’s a little bit

smaller of a field. Unfortunately
Cranford has had a bunch of injuries
since then. We’ve had some too. It’s a
long season. Everybody has injuries,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Alex Schmidt
pointed out.

Five minutes into the game Blue
Devil Faith Dobosiewicz worked the
ball down the left side and slid a cross
into co-captain Grace Elliott, who
outmaneuvered Lenox and scored.

“Like a lot of our goals this season,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING A LEG UP...Blue Devil Melina McDevitt, No. 7, gets a leg up on Cougar Abby Ahern, No. 19, during the regular
season finale at Westfield on October 19. The Blue Devils won, 2-0, then went on to defeat Oak Knoll in the UCT semi.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO GAIN POSSESSION...Blue Devil Maggie Kelly, No. 18, tries to gain countrol of the ball in the game with the
Livingston Lancers at Kehler Stadium on October 18. The Blue Devils had complete control with a 7-0 victory.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

5 bedroom, 3 1/2 bath. Newer home with TONS of charm and character in an incredible neighborhood
- NYC transportation just around the block. Updated kitchen (2017), fully finished basement (2011)
includes full bath, exercise room and huge rec room with tons of closet/storage space. 5 large bedrooms.
Gas fireplaces and cedar cut beams in family room and master bedroom add personality and warmth.
Beautifully manicured landscaping includes underground sprinklers, a peaceful waterfall and beautiful
pergola making the backyard great for entertaining. Better than new construction! Offered at $1,199,000.

Kristen Lichtenthal
Realtor Associate

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, October 29th • 1-4PM
625 Glen Avenue, Westfield

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Cell: 908-956-5239
kristen.lichtenthal@cbmoves.com

www.kristenlichtenthal.com
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

COLLINS WINS FOR GIRLS, WEIGAND 2ND FOR BOYS

Blue Devil XC Boys, Girls Win
UC Watchung Division Crown

The Westfield High School boys
and girls cross-country teams swept,
winning the varsity, JV and Frosh
races, for the Union County Confer-
ence Watchung Division crowns at
Warinanco Park in Roselle on Octo-
ber 17. The Union Catholic Viking
boys and girls won their varsity races
in the Mountain Division with Sum-
mit finishing second for the boys and
Governor Livingston taking second
for the girls.

The Blue Devil varsity boys had a
26 total followed by Scotch Plains-
Fanwood with 53 points. After Union’s
Jon Mobisa crossed first with a time
of 16:21, Blue Devils Spencer
Weigand at 16:24 and Matt Meusel at
16:27 finished 2-3. Both Weigand
and Meusel cut 16 seconds off their
personal record (PR) times at
Warinanco. Raiders Ben Fleischer at
16:31 and Brandon Garcia at 16:34
finished 4-5, followed by Blue Devils
James McCutcheon at 16:42, Gabe
Givelber at 16:44, Zach Spergel at
16:47, Ethan Belka also at 16:47 and
Stuart Pollock at 16:49. Raiders Drew
Burfeindt at 17:22 and Ricardo Lopez
at 18:04 finished 11-14.

The Blue Devil varsity girls totaled
21, followed by the Raiders at 40.
Caroline Collins crossed first at 19:42,
followed very closely by Raider
Maddy Bord at the same time. Blue
Devils Grace Morgan at 20:17 (PR by
16 seconds) and Sarah Hacker at 20:31

finished 3-4, while Raider Sofia
Casimiro finished fifth at 20:33. Blue
Devils Lucy Gretsky at 20:39 (PR 21
seconds), Mia Melao at 20:41, Emma
Jackler at 20:41 and Caroline
Stockwell at 21:12 (PR 1:20) finished
6 through 9. Raiders Sara Greene at
21:15 and Amanda Logie at 21:21
finished 10-11.

The Blue Devil JV boys swept the
first eight places with Will Logia tak-
ing first at 16:53, followed by Will
McGlynn also at 16:59, Cooper
Brennan also at 16:59 and Sean
Melone at 17:07. Kevin Yucetepe took
fifth at 17:08, followed by Aidan
Kilbourn at 17:18, Zach Jacobson at
17:24 and Dan Scalia also at 17:24.
Alex Maurillo finished 10th at 17:31.

The Westfield JV girls took nine of
the top-11 spots with Brianna Hatch
crossing first at 20:35, followed by
Paige Radice at 21:03, Elizabeth
Bielen at 21:05 and Molly Mineo at
21:09. Ava Maurillo crossed sixth at
21:16, followed by Abigail Frontera
at 21:17 and Greta Frontera at 21:18.
Julia Burk finished 10th at 21:33,
followed by Jessica Stern at 21:37.

For the Westfield Frosh boys in the
2.2 mile race, Tom Chen finished
second at 12:21, Spencer Harding
finished sixth at 12:50, followed by
Will Fiorentino at 12:52, Will
O’Hagan also at 12:52 and Aidan
Morrison at 12:56. The Frosh girls
won eight of the top-10 spots with

Sammy Satz taking first at 14:02,
followed by Maddie Leamer at 14:05,
Mira Mehta at 14:26 and Natalia
Vollaro at 14:36. Molly Stogner fin-
ished sixth at 14:54. Caroline Bielen
crossed eighth at 15:38, followed by
Chloe Shanebrook-Wein at 15:41 and
Hailey Stogner at 15:42.

For the Mountain Division varsity
boys, the Union Catholic Viking boys
totaled 37 points, followed by Sum-
mit at 50 and Governor Livingston
(GL) at 58. Summit Hilltopper Maxi-
mus Russo took top honors with a
time of 16:31, followed by GL’s Alex
Aranas at 16:32. Vikings Justin Cadas
at 16:47, Trevor Garrity at 16:52 and
Andre Rodriguez at 16:55 finished 3-
4-5. Cranford Cougars David Bartley
at 17:38 and Keith Brown at 17:40
finished 15-17. Cougars Jon Iosso
and Nick Macnab recorded respec-
tive times of 18:22 and 18:23.

For the Mountain Division girls,
the UC Vikings totaled 27, followed
by GL at 37. Cranford took fourth at
92. Viking Jessica Lufrano crossed
first with a time of 18:33, followed by
GL’s Victoria Vanriele at 19:11. Vi-
king Leena Morant took third at 19:38,
followed by Mackenzie Lloyd (GL)
at 19:48 and Viking Zamira Ysaac at
19:55. GL’s Caroline Mondelli fin-
ished sixth at 19:58, followed by Vi-
king Zoe Lee at 20:14. Cranford Cou-
gars Lindsay Aschmies at 20:17 and
Julia Kelly at 20:19 finished 8-9.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17003905

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-006140-16

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC
VS.
Defendant: WILMA J. LOCKHART
Sale Date: 11/01/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/02/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Sixty-Five Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty-
Three and 73/100*** $265,723.73.

Commonly known as address 236 Haven
Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Municipality: Township of Scotch Plains.
Lot and Block: Lot 18, Block 705.
Approximate dimensions: 53.00 x 93.00 feet.
Nearest cross street: Mountain Avenue.
Subject to: Delinquent Sewer, in the amount of

$348.18, open plus interest after 9/30/17; and
Delinquent Taxes, in the amount of $264.88,
open plus interest after 9/30/17.

Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Seventy-Three
Thousand Five Hundred Eighty-Six and 16/100***
$273,586.16 together with lawful interest and
costs.

**To the best of this firm’s knowledge, the
property is not an affordable unit subject to the
Fair Housing Act.**

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
BUCKLEY MADOLE, P.C.
99 WOOD AVENUE SOUTH
SUITE 803
ISELIN NEW JERSEY 08830
(732) 902-5399
4 T - 10/05, 10/12, 10/19
& 10/26/17 Fee: $181.56

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004049

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-043123-14

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC
VS.
Defendant: FIDEL G. VECINO AND SUZETTE

R. VECINO
Sale Date: 11/08/2017
Writ of Execution: 06/05/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred Ten
Thousand Sixteen and 19/100*** $510,016.19.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Garwood.

In the County of Union and the State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 107 Winslow
Place.

Block: 209 Lot: 17.
Dimensions of Lot (approximately): 0.108 AC
Nearest Cross Street: North Avenue.
For interested parties regarding Sheriff’s Sale,

please contact Auction.com at (800) 793-6107 or
at www.auction.com.

Subject to: Taxes current as of 7/13/2017.
Sale subject to subsequent taxes, utilities,

liens and interest since 7/13/2017.
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Twenty-Three

Thousand Seven Hundred and 86/100***
$523,700.86 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
MCCABE, WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 201
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(856) 858-7080
4 T - 10/12, 10/19, 10/26
& 11/02/17 Fee: $167.28

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004172

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-006111-14

Plaintiff: WILMINGTON TRUST
VS.
Defendant: ERIC MIGUELINO AND LISA

MIGUELINO
Sale Date: 11/15/2017
Writ of Execution: 07/10/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred One
Thousand Five Hundred Eighty-Four and 60/
100*** $601,584.60.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Fanwood.

In the County of Union and the State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 54 Montrose
Avenue.

Block 19, Lot 10.
Dimensions of Lot (approximately): 75 feet x

100 feet.
Nearest Cross Street: Forest Road.
For interested parties regarding Sheriff’s Sale,

please contact Auction.com at (800) 793-6107 or
at www.auction.com.

Subject to: Taxes current as of 9/15/17. Sale is
subject to subsequent taxes, utilities, liens and
interest since 9115117.

Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Eighteen Thou-
sand Twenty-Two and 06/100*** $618,022.06
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
MCCABE, WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 201
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(856) 858-7080
4 T - 10/19, 10/26, 11/02
& 11/09/17 Fee: $169.32

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Peter DiNizo
Mason & Contractor

*All Mason Work
*Waterproof Basement
*Professional Electrical

Work with Lic.

Fanwood, NJ
Office: 908-889-5771
Cell: 908-456-1258

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Installation
Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

ARAUJO 2 TDS; KALNINS, CURREN, GLOVER 1 TD EACH

Cougar Gridders ‘Run’ Over
Gov. Liv. Highlanders, 38-0

Kickoff and extra points specialist
Valentino Ambrosio nailed all five of
his points after touchdown, kicked a
31-yard field goal and allowed no
returns with his seven booming kick-
offs as the Cranford High School foot-
ball team shut out the Governor
Livingston Highlanders, 38-0, under
the portable lights in Berkeley Heights
on October 20. The victory boosted
the Cougars’ record to 4-3, while the
Highlanders slipped to 1-5.

The Cougars amassed 383 total
yards and 305 came with their ground
game and 78 yards came through the
air. Quarterbacks senior Dan Curren
and sophomore Connor Katz shared
duties when it came to passing. Curren
completed two of four passes for 20
yards and Katz completed six of 10
for 58 yards, which included a 22-
yard strike to senior wide receiver
Jake Bradford, who also had a seven-
yard reception. Sophomore Tommy
Korzeneski had three receptions for
29 yards, Anthony Araujo had a pair
of receptions for 15 yards and sopho-
more wide receiver Cole Blazek had
a five-yard reception.

Eleven Cougars got involved in the
running game with Araujo carrying
seven times for 25 yards, including a
pair of short-yardage touchdowns.
Sophomore running back Mike
Kalnins carried three times for 64
yards, including a 20-yard touchdown

sprint. Junior James Shriner carried
six times for 58 yards, Curren carried
six times for 36 yards, including a
touchdown, and Cole Zuckerman car-
ried three times for 41 yards.

Senior running back Isaiah Glover
carried twice for 27 yards, which in-
cluded a 12-yard touchdown run. Josh
Cadet carried twice for 30 yards and
Katz carried twice for three yards.
Evan Kanterman had a 13-yard carry,
Phil Marotta had a six-yard carry and
Anthony DeCostello had a two-yard
carry.

Penalties came into play also. The
Cougars were penalized 11 times to-
taling 101 yards and the Highlanders
were penalized eight times for 71
yards.

The Cougars’ first score came with
Ambrosio’s 31-yard field goal early
in the first quarter. Araujo added his
first touchdown bash to give the Cou-
gars a 10-0 lead entering the second
quarter. Kalnins’ 20-yard touchdown
sprint put the Cougars up 17-0 at the
half. Araujo added his second touch-
down run in the third quarter then
Curren made the score 31-0 with his
three-yard touchdown run. The final
touchdown came in the fourth quarter
with Glover’s 12-yard run.

Defensively, senior linebacker
Dylan Budnik made nine tackles,
Shriner made seven tackles (1 throw
for a loss) and junior linebacker Matt
Doran made four tackles. Jamelle
Harper, Ahmed Rasheed, Tim Joyce
and Elijah Arroyo each made three
tackles. John Markase had two tack-
les, including a throw for a loss. Ar-
royo also had an interception. Matt
Hickey and Kevin Schwartz each had
a fumble recovery.

The Cougars will host the Hillside

Comets at Memorial Field tomorrow,
Friday, October 27, at 7 p.m.
Cranford 10   7 14   7 38
Gov. Livingston   0   0   0   0 0

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17003874

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-007518-15

Plaintiff: FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE
VS.
Defendant: LEBA G. AUSTIN ALSO KNOWN

AS LEBA GAIL AUSTIN, MR. AUSTIN, HUS-
BAND OF LEBA G. AUSTIN ALSO KNOWN AS
LEBA GAIL AUSTIN, LEBA G. AUSTIN ALSO
KNOWN AS LEBA GAIL AUSTIN, CACV OF
NEW JERSEY LLC, UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA

Sale Date: 11/01/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/11/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Fifty-Three Thousand Two Hundred Seventeen
and 86/100*** $353,217.86.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Scotch Plains, County of Union, State of New
Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 426
Hunter Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076.

TAX LOT #: 8, BLOCK #: 502.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 60 x 192
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Front Street.
SUBJECT TO ANY OPEN TAXES,

WATERJSEWER, MUNICIPAL OR TAX LIENS
THAT MAY BE DUE.

PRIOR MORTGAGES, JUDGMENTS, LIENS,
ENCUMBRANCES: N/A

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Sixty Thou-
sand Five Hundred Thirty-Eight and 01/100***
$360,538.01 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
UDREN LAW OFFICES, P.C.
111 WOODCREST ROAD
WOODCREST CORPORATE CENTER
SUITE 200
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08003
(856) 669-5400
4 T - 10/05, 10/12, 10/19
& 10/26/17 Fee: $163.20

MUSKUS NOTCHES THE HAT TRICK, LYGHT NETS GOAL

SPF Raiders Down Royals, 4-0,
On Girls Soccer ‘Senior Day’

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Erika Muskus came up big on
“Senior Day” by scoring three goals
during a 4-0 win over Oak Knoll in a
game played on October 19 in Scotch
Plains. It was the second hat trick in a
week for Muskus, who scored three
goals in a 5-2 win over Hunterdon
Central. The win helped the Raiders
(12-3) get back on the winning track
after a 2-1 loss to Union in their
previous game.

“It is pretty upsetting to know that
this is the last scheduled home game
of my career,” an emotional Muskus
said later. “I mean, we could still end
up playing more games here but it just

serves as a reminder that this whole
thing is winding down. I’ve played
with so many of these girls for so
long. You can’t help but get a little
emotional knowing it is going to be
over soon.”

This Scotch Plains-Fanwood team
is loaded with seniors, 14 in all, but it
may yet be a while before it all ends
for Muskus and her mates. The Raid-
ers were set to take on Union in the
Union County Tournament semifinals
this past Sunday at ALJ High School
in Clark. If the Raiders could avenge
their recent defeat at the hands of the
Farmers it would mean another trip to
the UCT finals. Beyond that there are
the state playoffs as well.

In Oak Knoll, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood faced the UCC Mountain
Division Leaders. The Royals came
into the game with a 10-4-1 mark and
were the latest tough test during a
recent slate of games that included
Union and Hunterdon Central. But
Scotch Plains-Fanwood had little
trouble with the visitors on this day.

Muskus got the scoring started by
finding the back of the net on a gor-
geous cross by teammate Kerri
McNeely in the 21st minute for a 1-0
lead. Raider goalkeeper Maya Kessler
made sure the score stayed that way
by charging out of the net to make a
brilliant save in the 29th minute of
play. The Raiders took a 1-0 lead with
them into the half.

Muskus struck quickly after the
break, scoring on a long goal in the
43rd minute. Freshman Corinne Lyght
made it 3-0 after receiving a cross
from co-captain Taylor Diggs in the
57th minute. Muskus put the capper
on the scoring with another long goal
in the 72nd minute for a 4-0 lead.

“You know, on the two second-half
goals, even though they were long
shot attempts, I saw that there was
space between me and the defender
each time,” said Muskus. “We are
taught that if we can see space we can
take the shot. That is what I did.”

The Raiders turned in their second
impressive performance in the last
three games against a quality oppo-
nent. The Raiders had blitzed
Hunterdon Central, 5-2, last week
before getting upset by Union. Muskus
now leads the Raiders in goals this
season with 13. She has 32 goals for
her career.

Danielle Mrozek, Katie Mrozek,
McNeely and Diggs each had an as-
sist in the win for Scotch Plains-
Fanwood. Goalkeeper Kessler was
credited with five saves. Oak Knoll
goalkeeper Katie Lawler stopped nine
attempts.

“We could have played better to-
day,” said Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Head Coach Kevin Ewing. “We had
lots of opportunities in the first half
that we didn’t finish. We need to pos-
sess the ball better and have better
movement off of the ball if we are
going to beat Union and play well in
the states.”
Oak Knoll 0 0 0
Sc Pl-Fanwood 1 3 4

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING FOR THE BALL...Raider Maria DelSordi, No. 10, positions herself between an Oak Knoll Royal and the ball
during the game at Scotch Plains on October 19. The Raiders shut out the Royals, 4-0.
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Blue Devils Topple Summit in UCT Soccer, 3-1
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004171

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-007100-14

Plaintiff: MTGLQ INVESTORS, L.P.
VS.
Defendant: YASUKO KOUSAKA; MARIO

FLORES
Sale Date: 11/15/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/25/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Thirty-One Thousand Four Hundred Eleven and
34/100*** $231,411.34.

Property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of GARWOOD, County of UNION, State
of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 250 WILLOW
AVENUE, GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027-
1327.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 19, BLOCK 502 on
the official Tax Map of the BOROUGH of
GARWOOD.

Dimensions: 100.00 Feet X 40.00 Feet X
100.00 Feet X  40.00 Feet.

Nearest Cross Street: East Street.
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Thirty-Nine Thou-

sand One Hundred Forty-Three and 52/100***
$239,143.52 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 10/19, 10/26, 11/02
& 11/09/17 Fee: $195.84

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004135

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-031462-16

Plaintiff:VFC PARTNERS 25 LLC
VS.
Defendant: FP SANGUILIANO REALTY LLC

AND THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 11/15/2017
Writ of Execution: 07/28/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Nine Hundred
Eighty-Six Thousand Four Hundred Ten and 95/
100*** $986,410.95.

The Premises is more commonly known as
2600 Route 22 and 2591 Mountain Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey. Said Premises is
also known as Block 4703, Lots 3 & 4 on the
Official Tax Map of the Township of Scotch
Plains, New Jersey. The Premises is located
BEGINNING at a point of intersection of the
Northwesterly sideline of Mountain Avenue with
the Southwesterly sideline of Glenside Avenue.
A more concise description of the Premises can
be found in the office of the Union County Clerk
in Deed Book 5446 at Page 22.

Please be further advised that Plaintiff re-
quests the Sheriff’s Notice contain in its Condi-
tions of Sale the statement noticing all bidders
that “all costs of the Sheriff Sale, including
fees due the Sheriff, shall be added to the
price paid by the bidder at the sale.” This
provision allows the Sheriffs fees to be included
in addition to, and not deducted from the amount
of the winning bid at the Foreclosure Sale and is
authorized pursuant Howard Say. Bank v. Sutton,
246 N.J. Super. 482 (Ch. Div., 1990).

Total Upset:  ***One Million Four Thousand
Nine Hundred Eighteen and 95/100***
$1,004,918.95 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
BRACH EICHLER LLC
101 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
ROSELAND NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 228-5700
4 T - 10/19, 10/26, 11/02
& 11/09/17 Fee: $187.68

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004011

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-002341-17

Plaintiff: M&T BANK S/B/M HUDSON CITY
SAVINGS BANK

VS.
Defendant: CHARLES N. TATE A/K/A

CHARLES TATE, DORIS “DOE” (LAST NAME
REFUSED), HERITAGE COMMUNITY BANK,
GLOUCESTER COUNTY BOARD SOCIAL SER-
VICES AND DUNCAN SMYTHE, TENANT

Sale Date: 11/08/2017
Writ of Execution: 06/26/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Million
Twenty-Six Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty-Eight
and 41/100*** $1,026,958.41.

All that certain lot, piece or parcel of land, with
the buildings and improvements thereon erected,
situate, lying and being in the Borough of
Mountainside, County of Union and State of New
Jersey.

Commonly Known as: 600 Sherwood Park-
way, Mountainside, New Jersey 07092.

Tax Lot and Block No.: Lot 29, Block 21.
Nearest Cross Street: Sherwood Parkway &

Mountain Avenue (approximately 420 feet away).
Lot Size (approximately): 1.945 Acres
As the above description does not constitute a

full legal description, said full legal description is
annexed to that certain mortgage recorded in the
Office of the Register/Clerk of Union County in
Mortgage Book 12448 at Page 69, et sec., Eliza-
beth, New Jersey, and the Writ of Execution on
file with the Sheriff of Union County.

Total Upset:  ***One Million Forty-Three Thou-
sand One Hundred Thirty-Four and 14/100***
$1,043,134.14 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
SCHILLER, KNAPP, LEFKOWITZ & HERTZEL LLP
950 NEW LOUDON ROAD
SUITE 109
LATHAM NY 12110
(518) 786-9069
4 T - 10/12, 10/19, 10/26
& 11/02/17 Fee: $220.32

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004000

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-031818-16

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION AS TRUSTEE FOR PHH ALTER-
NATIVE MORTGAGE TRUST SERIES 2007-3

VS.
Defendant: SHIRLEY D. MESSINA; MORT-

GAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYS-
TEMS, INC AS NOMINEE FOR PHH HOME
LOANS, LLC D/B/A ERA HOME LOANS, ITS
SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS; FRANKLIN
MUTUAL INSURANCE

Sale Date: 11/08/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/15/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Sixty-Four Thousand Eight Hundred Ninety-Six
and 08/100*** $764,896.08.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of CLARK, County of UNION, State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 160 MEADOW
ROAD, CLARK, NEW JERSEY 07066-2122

BEING KNOWN as LOT 10, BLOCK 30.06 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of CLARK.

Dimensions: 105.00 Feet X 143.22 Feet X
105.01 Feet X 144.74 Feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Halareb Drive.
Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Eighty-Three

Thousand Nine and 68/100*** $783,009.68 to-
gether with lawful interest and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 10/12, 10/19, 10/26
& 11/02/17 Fee: $ 204.00

and tap it in.”
With a two-goal advantage and stra-

tegic control of the game, Westfield
allowed the Hilltoppers to get back
into the contest on a bizarre goal. In
the 53rd minute, Summit’s Delmar
Argenal attempted a kick to the goal
that was hauled in by Westfield goal-
keeper Josh Mendelson, who cradled
the ball before letting it roll out of his
grasp and back onto the foot of
Argenal, who promptly blasted the
unexpected second chance into the
back of the net.

“Up to that point we had shown
great composure,” said Westfield
Head Coach Eric Shaw. “The mistake
by our goalkeeper gave them (Sum-
mit) great energy, as you would ex-
pect. It gave them belief that they
could rally and win the game. They
began to pressure us and it got them
back into the game.”

Mendelson redeemed himself mo-
ments later when he stopped an at-
tempt by Argenal in the 62nd minute
that would have tied the game.
Westfield, meanwhile, continued to
find it hard to complete a scoring
opportunity. Michael Birle’s header
found the crossbar and ricocheted

away in the 57th minute, while
Dobosiewicz missed just wide left on
an attempt in the 76th minute.

Dobosiewicz put the hammer down
when he got ahead of the field and
drilled one past the keeper in a one on
one situation for a goal with just :18
remaining in the contest.

“Given the situation, with us up by a
goal and time ticking down, they went
to a 4-5-1 set and they tried to pres-
sure,” said Dobosiewicz of his game
clinching goal. “Our midfielders played
a perfect ball to me and I just had to beat
the goalkeeper for the goal.”

Mendelson had four saves in net
for Westfield. The Blue Devils will
face the second-seeded Elizabeth
squad in the finals on October 27. The
Blue Devils have faced Elizabeth
twice this season and beaten them
both times (2-0, 1-0).

“Elizabeth is a very quick team and
they’ve got great ball skills,” said
Echausse. “They like to shoot from
far out too, so you always have to be
up on them.”

But Westfield will be facing a Min-
uteman team which has found a not so
secret weapon in the latter stages of
the season. Youkendly Pacius is one
of the county’s top goaltenders but he
has been pulled out of net with more
frequency in the second half of games
lately where his great size and physi-
cal strength has turned him into a

potent scoring option at forward.
Pacius scored a game winning goal

against Summit last week and had a pair
of goals in a game against Scotch Plains-
Fanwood. He also has a three-goal game
to his credit. Pacius usually manages to
rack up these stats in just one half of
work at forward. Meanwhile, he has
accounted for 73 saves in goal.

“Elizabeth likes to bring him out to
midfield,” said Shaw. “It is something
they have done more of lately and
they did it against Cranford in the
semis. He is a big, physical presence.
Very strong. We’ll have to be very
disciplined in our play against him.”
Summit 0 1 1
Westfield 1 2 3

The image is frozen in time – Thurs-
day, March 12, 1992, at Trenton State
College. WHS swimmer touches the
wall first in the 200 freestyle, sparking
a 1-2-3 finish in the event. Pretre turns
and pounds the water, unable to control
his emotions. He starts waving his arms
to the standing-room-only crowd.

Later that meet he won the 500 free
and swam on the ‘B’ freestyle relays
as Westfield ended St. Joseph
Metuchen’s 12-year reign as state
champions with a 111-59 victory.
Pretre, known as “Animal Ed” back
then because of his work ethic, was
co-captain with Scott Kaslusky of that
17-0 team that earned the school’s
first state swim title since 1975.

Pretre continued his swim career at
West Virginia University, and loved the
sport so much that he made
swimming his career
choice. Almost two de-
cades later his rapid ad-
vancement up the coach-
ing ladder continued when
he was recently named the
assistant coach at
Villanova University.

His professional career
started with a year as an
assistant coach under Ed
Foeri at the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA in
1999. Pretre served as head
coach at FSPY from 2000-
2006, during which time
the program went from
qualifying four swimmers
on one relay for YMCA
nationals to sending 20 in-
dividuals. He coached
two-time national cham-
pion Eric Swenson, and
helped develop future “Y”
national champion Scott
Marino.

Pretre served one year
as a volunteer coach at
Princeton University, when the Tigers
upset Harvard at the Ivy League cham-
pionships, and then was an assistant for
several years at Rutgers, where he
coached eight Olympic Trials qualifi-
ers. In 2009 he moved on to East Caro-
lina, where the Pirates became a Con-
ference USA power.

The last six years at Truman State in
Missouri saw Pretre’s magic touch
help 30 swimmers earn Division 2 all-
American status, while breaking 25
school records. His final team won a
stunning Great Lakes Valley Confer-
ence championship over national
champion Drury.

A freestyle specialist during his WHS
days, the 43-year-old Pretre will be
coaching IM and strokes at Villanova
for head coach Rick Simpson, whose
women’s teams have won the last four
Big East championships.

“I just want to be part of a great

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Pretre Is Named
Villanova Assistant

environment and staff, and work with
great student-athletes that have expec-
tations to become the best they can be,
in and out of the pool,” Pretre said.
“Villanova puts me in that situation,
developing potential NCAA qualifi-
ers, all-Americans and world-class ath-
letes.”

Pretre and his wife Collette have a
son (Brayden, 8), a daughter (Ella
Grace, 5) and a third child due in Feb-
ruary.

BY THE NUMBERS
Juandre House’s 223 yards Friday

night at Immaculata was the 22nd time
a WHS running back had gained 200 or
more yards in a game. It tied him with
Hall of Famer Rudy Brown for the
ninth-best total. Opening the holes for
House’s big night was a revamped of-

fensive line. With right tackle Jordan
Barham injured last week vs. Eliza-
beth, senior Russ Weber made his first
career start at center, with three-year
snapper Jack McCauley moving out to
right tackle.

(Twelve of the 22 200-plus games
have been during coach Jim DeSarno’s
tenure, nine came under coach Gary
Kehler and one under Les Zorge. The
school record of 253 was set by Butch
Woolfolk in 1977 against Montclair.)

Friday’s win was the 88th at WHS
for DeSarno, moving him ahead of Ed
Tranchina (87) and into third spot all-
time, behind Joe Freeman (92) and
Gary Kehler (171). It was also the 32nd
straight victory, four short of the school
record set from 1968-73.

WHS’s three varsity football/futbol
teams – football (7-0), boys soccer (15-
1-1) and girls soccer (15-0) – are a
combined 37-1-1 through Sunday’s
games/matches.

Since the Watchung Conference
started holding boys cross-country
championships in 1960, WHS has won
46 times in 58 meets. Last Tuesday’s
victory (the conference changed its
name to the Union County Conference
in 2009-10) was their 13th straight. On
the girls side, freshman Caroline Collins
helped the Blue Devils to their 18th
conference title in 37 years, and 11th in
a row.

HAPPY 90TH, MRS. GILDAY
There are many ways to celebrate

your 90th birthday, but Claire Gilday
chose to attend Friday night’s WHS’s
football game against Immaculata in
Somerville with her son Dan.

Mrs. Gilday and her late husband
Ray had five children, and the three
boys were outstanding athletes at WHS.
Jimmy captained the 1974 swim team,
Thom (’79) was a solid football-la-

crosse player, and Dan was co-captain
of the 1983 football team (with current
defensive coordinator Kenny Miller)
and the school’s first all-American in
lacrosse. Dan was inducted into the
Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame in 2016.

“Westfield looked strong on both
sides of the ball,” said Gilday, who
lives in Annapolis, Md. “It was great
fun being there with my mom on her
birthday. Seeing Spud Monroe was my
blast-from-the-past sighting.”

  THE NAME GAME
Jack Stagaard, the 6-foot-1, 175-

pound junior quarterback for unbeaten
Phillipsburg, is a “distant cousin” of
Mike Stagaard (’85), a former three-
sport standout (football, wrestling, base-
ball) at WHS. Mike, who co-captained
all three sports, has two daughters, one

playing lacrosse at Michi-
gan, the other a sorority girl.

Mike’s brother John (’86)
and sisters Jen (’88) and
Mine (’90) were all out-
standing athletes at WHS.
Their father, the late Stan
Stagaard, starred in football
and baseball at Plainfield,
graduating in 1959.

GOOD MEMORY
At last month’s football

game vs. Watchung Hills,
WHS boys lacrosse coach
Pat Tuohy noted that he was
once the answer to a Devil’s
Den trivia question: When
was the last time WHS had
three backs gain over 100
yards rushing in a single
game? On Nov. 6, 1999 the
trio of Chris Giacone (18
carries, 116 yards), Tuohy
(18-108), and Terence
Jenkins (11-101) went over
100 in a 21-14 victory at
Kearny.

IN PASSING
Rick Thorne (’67), an

outstanding all-around athlete in the
1960s, passed away Oct. 16 in South
Carolina. He was 69. His brothers Ed
(’64) and Mel (’71) were at his bed-
side. Although Rick never played sports
at WHS, he was a backup catcher be-
hind Charley Widmer on some out-
standing teams for Wallberg American
Legion Post 3 (1964-65) and the semi-
pro Westfield Merchants (1965-67).

The Devil’s Den will appear from
time to time in The Westfield Leader.

Lady Vikings Top Westfield 2-1;
Share V-Ball Conference Crown

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union Catholic defeated Westfield
2-1 (25-27, 25-23, 25-13), in a rous-
ing girls’ volleyball match held on
October 18 at Westfield High School.
The victory was satisfying for the
Vikings, not only in that it offered
them revenge for an early season loss
to Westfield at Union Catholic High
School; but also because it forced a
likely tie between the two schools for
the regular season conference cham-
pionship. The conference crown al-
ways seems to boil down to these two
rivals and Wednesday’s match will be
remembered as one of the finest in the
long history of battles waged between
these two county powerhouses.

“It is always a fight against
Westfield,” said Union Catholic se-
nior Mackenzie Fuhrmann, who will
play at Boston College next year.
“They play a very solid defensive
game and they are our rivals. This was
a conference deciding game in their
place so we knew it was going to be
hard fought all the way through.”

Never was that more evident than in
the marathon first set when Westfield,
trailing 23-18, managed to scratch out
five straight points behind the service
game of Jenna Miller to tie the game at
23-23. Union Catholic scored the next
point and had a chance to close out the
first game but Tyler Scott was wide on
a spike allowing the Blue Devils to tie
the game at 24-24.

Westfield was forced to fight off
another set point after Fuhrmann won
a point at the net for a 25-24 advan-
tage. Stephanie Borr answered for
Westfield with back-to-back kills that
gave the Blue Devils their first oppor-
tunity to take the set at 26-25.
Westfield took advantage and earned
the hard fought first set when Scott
netted the ball on a cross court spike.

“We still had confidence in our-
selves even after losing that tough
first set,” Union Catholic senior
AnnaBella Giacobbe said. “We are
coached to be mentally tough and I
think as the match went on that came
out in our performance.”

Giacobbe and Fuhrmann would
play huge roles in the Vikings even-
tual comeback win. The outside hit-
ting seniors became a deadly scoring
duo with each totaling 13 kills in the
match. Westfield had no answers.

Showing no letdown after the heart-
breaking first-set loss, Union Catho-
lic took command early in the second
set. The Vikings built up a 13-6 ad-
vantage behind the power play of
Fuhrmann and Giacobbe. The Blue
Devils struggled to stay close, even-
tually falling behind 22-14.

But Westfield took advantage of a
brief lapse in concentration by the
Vikings, who gave up three straight
points after serving long and getting
called twice for net violations. Trailing
22-17, the Blue Devils traded points
with Union Catholic before finding
themselves down 24-19 and facing set
point. It was a familiar position for the
home team, which rallied from a simi-
lar deficit in the first set.

A Borr kill followed by three straight
unforced Viking errors drew the Blue
Devils to within a point at 24-23.
Union Catholic took a timeout to settle
down. After re-starting play, the Vi-
kings got the winning point during a
rally when Alexandra Kwasnik
blocked Westfield’s Sydney Swingle
at the net for a 25-23 victory.

While the first two sets were nail
biters, Union Catholic made sure that
the third set would not be in doubt.
Leading 10-9, the Vikings went on an
11-2 run to forge a commanding 21-
11 advantage and never looked back
from there. The difference between

the two top-20 rated squads boiled
down to the same factors that usually
decide the winner. It was Westfield’s
stingy defense and finesse game on
offense versus the outside power hit-
ting game of the Vikings. On this day,
power won out.

“We made a really great comeback in
the first set,” said Westfield Head Coach
Bev Torok. “In the third set we got
down a little bit. This is a mental game
as much as it is a physical game. Union
Catholic always brings a hard hitting
team. It took them a while to find their
groove today. They started serving re-
ally well in the third set and we hit some
balls out when we had opportunities to
change the direction of the set. “

Fittingly, the Vikings got the match
point on a kill by Giacobbe for a 25-
13 third-set victory.

“We’re rivals,” said Giacobbe.
“This is always the game of the sea-
son when we play each other. They
got us in our house earlier this season
and we were determined to return the
favor. I think that our power game
wore them down mentally by the third
set. Their defense is usually so strong
and tight that you have to really think
about your shots. In that third set
though there were openings down the
lines and even in the middle that we
were able to find.”

Fuhrmann had 13 kills, a block, 10
digs, 12 service points and three aces
for the victors. Najlaa Williams led
the Vikings with 15 digs. Liv
Szyskiewicz had seven kills, eight
digs, 16 assists, 11 service points and
two aces.

Borr led the Blue Devils with nine
kills, one block and eight service
points. Stephanie Margolies had five
kills, nine digs and three service
points, while Swingle had 14 digs,
nine service points and an ace. Grace
Serafin led Westfield with 18 assists.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-170040009
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-051704-09
Plaintiff: BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: JOHN R. MAYBERRY
Sale Date: 11/08/2017
Writ of Execution: 06/15/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Seventy-Two Thousand Eight Hundred Thirty-
Five and 94/100*** $572,835.94.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Cranford in the County of Union, and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 604 Willow Street,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

Tax Lot No. 11 in Block No. 163.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 17,250

Square Feet.
Nearest Cross Street: West End Place.
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Seventeen Thou-

sand Two Hundred Forty-Eight and 54/100***
$617,248.54 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 10/12, 10/19, 10/26
& 11/02/17 Fee: $153.00

Ed Petre with his kids

The top-seeded Westfield High
School girls soccer team defeated the
fifth-seeded Oak Knoll Royals, 3-0,
in the semifinal round of the Union
County Tournament in Clark on Oc-
tober 22, while the second-seeded
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders shut-
out the Union Farmers, 4-0, in the
other semifinal. The 16-0, fourth-
ranked Blue Devils will square off
with the 12th-ranked, 13-3 Raiders
for the UCT title at A.L. Johnson
High School in Clark on October 28
at 5 p.m.

Blue Devil Grace Elliott scored

twice against the Royals and Natalie
Bond scored once, while Katie But-
ler, Josie Greenwood and Kylinn
Kraemer each added an assist.
Westfield goalkeeper Caitlin Amman
made one save and Oak Knoll keeper
Katie Lawler made six saves.

Raider Kerri McNeely scored two
goals and added an assist against
Union, while Corrinne Lyght and
Danielle Mrozek each scored once.
Taylor Diggs and Gabby Kowalczyk
each added an assist.
Oak Knoll 0 0 0
Westfield 2 1 3

Union 0 0 0
Sc Pl-Fanwood 3 1 4

Lady Blue Devils Face Raiders for UCT Title

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004125

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-006048-15

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK TRUST N.A. AS TRUSTEE
FOR LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPATION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: LORRAINE MCKENZIE
Sale Date: 11/15/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/24/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred
Twenty-Five Thousand Five Hundred Forty and
36/100*** $625,540.36.

Property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of FANWOOD, County of UNION, State
of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 164 WATSON
ROAD, FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023-1342.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 10, BLOCK 35 on the
official Tax Map of the BOROUGH of FANWOOD.

Dimensions: 12.73 Feet X 42.25 Feet X 114.42
Feet X 76.62 Feet X 100.00 Feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Martine Avenue.
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Forty Thousand

Eight Hundred Fifteen and 28/100*** $640,815.28
together with lawful interest and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 10/19, 10/26, 11/02
& 11/09/17 Fee: $189.72

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004121

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-020028-16

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC
VS.
Defendant: GEORGE E. HALL; MRS.

GEORGE E. HALL, WIFE OF GEORGE E. HALL
AND UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 11/15/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/09/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Fifteen Thousand Sixty and 27/100***
$415,060.27.

Commonly known as address: 526 West Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Municipality: Town of Westfield.
Lot and Block: Lot 34 (fka Lot 37), Block 2708

(fka Block 724).
Approximate dimensions: 33.00 x 145.00 Feet.
Nearest Cross Street: Osborne Avenue.
**To the best of this firm’s knowledge, the

property is not an affordable unit subject to the
Fair Housing Act. **

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Twenty-Seven
Thousand Fifty-Three and 68/100*** $427,053.68
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
BUCKLEY MADOLE, P.C.
99 WOOD AVENUE SOUTH
SUITE 803
ISELIN NEW JERSEY 08830
732-902-5399
4 T - 10/19, 10/26, 11/02
& 11/09/17 Fee: $159.12
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Featuring local children as 
“Rahway Community Mice”

Saturday, November 18 at 2 p.m.
Sunday, November 19 at 1 p.m.

Union County Performing Arts Center
Rahway, NJ

Tickets: ucpac.org | 732.499.8226
- Sensory-Friendly performance

STEWART TD REC; OSLISLO TD RUN, PORTER TD RUN

Rahway Routs Raiders, 64-24,
In High-Scoring Grid Battle

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Putting points on the board this
season has not been a problem for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
football team. The problem has been
preventing opponents from putting
even higher numbers on the board.
Rahway River Park became the scene
of 11 touchdowns but only three be-
longed to the Raiders in a 64-24 set-
back to the 4-2 Rahway Indians on
October 20.

Rahway quarterback Zakir
Robinson may have connected on only
two passes in the second half but they

consisted of a hookup in the left flat to
Keyshawn Cummings that resulted in
a 64-yard touchdown and an 84-yard
touchdown strike to Zion Pendleton.
Robinson also completed two passes
in the first half for 33 yards. Pendleton
also carried nine times for 154 yards,
which included respective touchdown
runs of 14 yards, 25 yards and a
breakaway 59-yard sprint. Running
back Dashon Moore carried 17 times
for 146 yards, including touchdown
runs of 16 yards and 17 yards. Moore
also recovered a Raider fumble for a
touchdown.

Raider quarterback Cooper Heisey

completed 16 of 27 passes for 170
yards, which included a seven yard
touchdown strike to wide receiver
Isaiah Stewart, a pair of two-point
conversions and an interception.
Stewart had eight receptions for 108
yards but did fumble at the Rahway
three-yard line before he could score.
Justin Sanders had five short recep-
tions for 23 yards, including a two-
point conversion. Anthony Porter had
the other two-point conversion and
added a six-yard touchdown run.

Heisey also carried the ball more
times than he usually had, finishing

HOUSE RUNS 233 YDS, TD; VALL-LLOBERA, BARDEN TDS

Football Blue Devils Run Past
Immaculata Spartans, 23-6

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior running back Juandre House
scored a touchdown and ran for 233
yards on 33 carries to lead the
Westfield High School football team
past Immaculata, 23-6, on October
20 at Brooks Field in Somerville.
House got the nod over usual starter
Tim Alliegro, who was still nursing a
right knee injury suffered a week ear-
lier against Elizabeth. House made
the most of his opportunity and in so
doing, helped Westfield (7-0) extend
its state best 32 game winning streak
heading into a bye week.

“I just was really working hard in
practice this week,” said House.
“Knowing that Tim was still recover-
ing I thought there might be a chance
that I was going to play a lot this week.
I’ve got to give all credit to my O-
Line and fullback. They were open-
ing the holes for me all game.”

House scored a touchdown with
4:27 to play in the opening quarter on
a crunching, 14-yard run through the
middle of the Immaculata defense.
House took an inside handoff, burst
through a hole then made a head-on
collision with a Spartan defensive
back at the five-yard line before shed-

ding the tackler and bursting into the
end zone. It was not the kind of run
one would expect to see from a 5’ 8”
150 pound speed back.

“On the touchdown I just hit the
hole that opened up for me and cut to
the right,” said House. “When I got
into the secondary somebody was
there waiting for me, so I just lowered
my pads and drove into him. I never
stopped moving my legs and he kind
of bounced off of me, so I just kept
running towards the end zone.”

House’s violent scoring run capped
a seven- play, 58-yard march and put

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

Charles Mulrooney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING IN ON A GANG SACK...Blue Devils Rory McGovern, No. 65, Joe SanGiacomo, No. 46, Will Kessler, No. 34, and
others deliver a gang sack on the Immaculata Spartan quarterback on October 20 in Somerville. Westfield won 23-6.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO SLIP THROUGH...Raider quarterback Cooper Heisey, No. 15, hopes to get help from Alex Oslislo, No. 24,
lineman Nick Smith, No. 77, and other teammates in the game against Rahway on October 20. Rahway won 64-24.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Minutemen Edge Cougars in UCT Soccer, 2-1
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2016
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006

Cell: (908) 403-9330
jaynebernstein@gmail.com

JAYNE BERNSTEIN
Sales Associate

©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555
COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

New construction from premiere builder, Elegant Homes by Ralph Rapuano. From the
open front porch, guests step into a beautiful foyer and immediately appreciate the spacious
floor plan of this Colonial offering five bedrooms and five and one half baths on four floors
of gracious living space. The main level features lovely appointments throughout the
generously sized rooms and boasts an expansive gourmet eat-in-kitchen. The second and
third floors are home to five bedrooms, including the large master suite w/private bath and
walk-in closet, and another with en-suite bath. Additional living space is found in the finished
basement. Conveniently located to award winning downtown Westfield with its wonderful
shops and restaurants, and NYC transportation, this will be a special home for you!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, October 29th • 1-4PM

627 Fourth Avenue, Westfield
Offered at $1,299,000

Rahway Routs Raiders in Grid Battle, 64-24
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

with 12 carries for 50 yards, which
included two sacks. Running back
Alex Oslislo carried 11 times for 61
yards, including a four-yard touch-
down run, and Javin Scott carried
eight times for 68 yards.

“I think Cooper, I think some of our
offensive linemen did a great job.
Some of our wide outs. I thought we
played pretty well in spurts and spots.
That’s about where we are at,” Raider
Head Coach Mark Ciccotelli said.

Bad news came early and rapidly
for the Raiders when the Indians be-
gan their opening drive from their
own 43 and took just four plays and
58 seconds to score when Pendleton
dashed in from the 14-yard line. How-
ever the Raiders answered with a 14-
play, 75-yard scoring drive that was
concluded with Heisey’s seven-yard
connection to Stewart in the end zone
with 4:26 left in the first quarter. Then
with Porter’s scamper to the left cor-
ner, the Raiders led 8-7.

Moore finished off a six-play, 54-
yard drive when he slit off left guard
for a 16-yard touchdown early in the
second quarter. Four minutes later,
the Indians upped their lead to 21-8
when Pendleton scooted in from the
five. The Raiders put themselves back
in contention with a 10-play, 71-yard
scoring drive when Oslislo found the
opening for his four-yard touchdown.

Heisey hit Porter for the two-point
conversion.

Six plays and 65-yards later after
Cummings, on a shifty reverse,
hooked right for his 25-yard touch-
down, the Indians led 28-16 with 1:36
left in the half. But the Raiders’ hopes
really began to slip away when a bad
snap on a punt resulted in Moore
scooping up the ball at the Raider
three and crossing into the end zone.
Pendleton then dove over the pile for
the two-point conversion and a 36-16
lead at the half.

Rahway went to work again early
in the third quarter. After Raider line-
backer Nick Palazzollo recorded an
eight-yard throw for a loss, Robinson
tossed out to the left flat where
Cummings grabbed the ball and
eluded all Raider defenders for his
64-yard touchdown. The ensuing
kickoff looped over the Raiders’ front
line. No Raider attempted to jump on
the live ball and it was recovered by
the Indians at the Raider 34. Four
plays later Moore scored from 17-
yards out for a 50-16 lead.

The Raiders did respond with an
eight-play, 72-yard scoring drive when
Porter angled six yards into the left
end zone. Sanders made the two-point
conversion reception. Rahway then
recovered an onside kick attempt at
its 41 then on the first play, Pendleton

cut off left tackle and sprinted 59
yards for the touchdown.

The Raiders looked like they were
going to score again when Stewart
grabbed Heisey’s pass and broke
down the left sideline toward the end
zone but the ball was jarred loose and
Rahway recovered at the three.

On the first play of the fourth quar-
ter, Robinson connected with
Cummings for the 84-yard touchdown
and the Mercy Rule was in order. The
Raiders’ final attempt to score ended
when Tyshan Johnson intercepted
Heisey’s pass at the Rahway 25.

Coach Ciccotelli pointed out that it
takes an entire 11 players on the field
to do their job at the same time.

“It certainly does! You can’t put a
pitcher on the mound and strike ev-
erybody out. We have been strug-
gling to stop people and it hurts us.
What can I say? Everybody knows
defense wins championships. Like
baseball, pitching wins games. Foot-
ball, defense wins games. We have to
get back to the drawing board and
keep working hard,” he said.

The Raiders will get back to the
drawing board to work on plays for
their upcoming home game with the
Somerville Pioneers this Saturday,
October 28, at 2 p.m.
Sc Pl-Fanwood   8   8   8   0 24
Rahway   7 29 21   7 64

Lady Blue Devils’ Attack Halts Cougars, 2-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

Faith took it and she crossed it in with
the Bangu play that we talked about.
She crossed it in and I was just lucky
enough to finish it. I was probably on
the six [yard line]. I just wanted to get
in the box and get at least a touch on
it,” Elliott said. “She was right in front
of me. I think I just kicked it right
through her arms.”

Late in the first half junior Eliza-
beth Skolesky made a run down the
right side and ripped a shot towards
the goal. Senior Katie Butler was on
the spot to get the rebound and nudge
the ball across the goal with 8:25 on
the clock.

“We had a build up then it came
from the outside back to Liz and Liz
took a great shot. Then the ball hit off
the post. It hit my shoulder and then it
went in,” Butler explained.

Senior Melina McDevitt made her
presence known on offense. Two min-
utes into the game she received a
cross and tapped it into the net but the
goal was negated due to an offside
call. McDevitt also made several runs
down the right-center to pressure
Lenox and the Cougar backs.

“Melina has been on this team for
three years and I am excited that she
is playing her best soccer right now,”
Coach Schmidt commented.

McDevitt’s strong play also gave
the team a boost with her assist on
Butler’s goal in the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) quarterfinal win over
Governor Livingston on October 14.

“Melina has been playing really
well these past couple of games. She
is using her speed on the sidelines to
get past defenders and then crosses

balls into the box. She did a really
great job of that today. She should
have gotten an assist,” Elliott said.

“That goal on Saturday, she took it
all the way down the side and I was in
the right place and got lucky. It was
really a lot of her hard work that got us
that. Melina should had a goal today
but they called it off,” Butler said.

“Yes she should have gotten a goal.
It was questionable”, Elliott added.

Coach Schmidt was also quite
pleased with the efforts of others who
filled in for some injured starters.

“Our center back Clair [Prevoznak]
has come up with a concussion. Julia
Kuhn has walking pneumonia, so Kate
Armstrong has stepped up and has
played the last couple of games like a
seasoned vet. I am super excited for
girls like Carly Sherman, Brooke
Sullivan who played a huge impact.
Some of them are finding their game
right now. That’s what you want. It’s a
pretty important time of the year. Hope-
fully we can stay healthy and put a good
brand of soccer out there,” he said.

This second outing against the Cou-
gars was a far cry from their first
meeting on September 19 in Cranford
when Dobosiewicz scored the win-
ning and only goal in overtime just
after Butler and Lenox collided. Ironi-
cally just moments before Cougar
Grace DiGiovanni had an open shot
but too much adrenalin lofted the ball
over the crossbar.

“It’s always difficult playing at
Cranford’s place. The field and ev-
erything but we’ve also grown so much
since the beginning of the season. We
have really been working on posses-

sion and combo plays and I think that
really showed today,” Elliott said.

“When we faced them last time we
were playing like in a monsoon. It was
a just a crazy weight on that small
field. This time we stepped up and we
dominated the entire time. It was like
two interesting games. It was a good
comeback,” Butler said.

“Fifteen-and-O is great but we know
there wasn’t a lot of meaning in this
game. We already had the confer-
ence. This is really our dress rehearsal
for Sunday. We wanted to come out
here fast and do the things that we
wanted to do. And I think the girls
were able to accomplish that today,”
Coach Schmidt said.

The Blue Devils were to face the
Oak Knoll Royals in the UCT semifi-
nal at AL Johnson High School on
October 22.

“I know Cranford just played Oak
Knoll. They lost to them in the coun-
ties. Last year Oak Knoll knocked us
out of the tournament, so there’s a
little bit of revenge there. As long as
we can keep mentally in tune and
physically in tune, I’m excited,” said
Coach Schmidt, who added. “I think
one reason why we are 15-0 is be-
cause the last girl on the team and the
first girl on the team there’s not that
big of a difference. They push each
other at practice and everybody has
their own role on this team. They are
still together. They are having fun and
let’s hope this county tournament is
better than years past. That’s our goal
and, of course, the states as well.”
Cranford 0 0 0
Westfield 2 0 2

Field Hockey Blue Devils Lick Livingston, 7-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

nication. Good passing. It was awe-
some,” expressed Jepsen.

“That was our goal. We wanted to
start off strong and set the pace. We
were in the position where we were
comfortable and we weren’t scram-
bling to get goals in,” Kelly added.

Goalkeeper Julia Rickert, who
played the first half, was directly chal-
lenged only once but it came with a 1-
2 punch and she made the stops.

“Julia Rickert played in the first
half and she had a couple of really
nice saves in one of our moments that
was a little sloppier. It was two in a
row. She held her composure,” Coach
MacDonald said.

Defensive back Victoria Rubinetti
also made Rickert’s job easier with a
fine stop in front of the cage.

“That was Victoria! Victoria, the
way she plays, she gets really low on
the ball and forces the opponent to
make the mistake. She very patient,”
Coach MacDonald revealed.

Less than seven minutes into the
second half, Maguire, on an assist

from Webber, ripped the cage for a 5-
0 lead then a minute later Brigid
Raftery, assisted by Jepsen, scored at
close range. The seventh goal came
unassisted when Webber drove from
midfield and flicked the ball past
Lancer goalkeeper Bari Greenwald.

The best defensive save came late
in the second half when defender
Kayla Tupper noticed keeper Colleen
O’Connor was drawn out of position
and she quickly got in front of the
cage to stop a vicious Lancer shot.

“The way the field hockey goalies
have to position themselves some-
times is really uncomfortable. You
really have a lot of equipment on. The
ball change angles very quickly. Some-
times you just get caught a little out of
position. Lucky for our goalies we
have very good defenders who know
how to play that post and Tupper just
happened to be in the right place at the
right time to put a stop on the ball and
get rid of it,” Coach MacDonald said.
“That boosts everybody’s confidence.
Our goalies know that they can take

chances on things and knowing that
they have somebody behind them.”

From that point onward, O’Connor
took control.

“As soon as Tupper made that save,
it seemed like Colleen got better. She
improved from that. She didn’t get
down on her self. She made this beau-
tiful clear out wide to the sideline,
kept it down, a beautiful one onto the
opposite sideline,” Coach MacDonald
said.

Within the past week, the Blue
Devils, who had been struggling find-
ing the cage, seemed to have found
the mark.

“We finished, which is something
early on in the season we were really
struggling with. Monday when we
played Newark Academy, we scored
six goals and now today to score
seven, this is the time of the year when
you start figuring out a way to find the
back of the cage. Today we did that,”
Coach MacDonald expressed.
Livingston 0 0 0
Westfield 4 3 7

quick shot and he can shoot with
either foot. We knew they had a couple
of players in particular that could be
very dangerous. We tried to keep them
in front of us but it took really solid
combination play from them to score
that second goal and a beautiful finish
on the first one. We don’t have any
regrets. We don’t feel like we gave
this away through some error of our
own or poor playing,” Cougar Head
Coach Greg Campbell said.

The Cougars evened the
score 16 minutes into the sec-
ond half when co-captain/
midfielder Mike Carracino
looped a free kick from 41-
yards out into the box where
Steven Filimonczak got a head
onto it and rippled the net.

“When I went up for the
header, all I was thinking about
was getting my head on the
ball. When I saw it go up, I
went at it with no regrets, put
my head on the ball and it
went in,” Filimonczak de-
scribed.

But Filimonczak had plenty
of competition with the mob
scene in the box.

“The goalkeeper was prob-
ably like a foot or two away
from me. There were a lot of
people in there. Everyone
wanted the goal and I just got
lucky with it,” Filimonczak
added.

Filimonczak’s goal con-
vinced Pacius, who finished
with four saves, to move up to
the forward position and he
was replaced by Nelson
Capela. As regulation time was
ticking away, Pacius set up Amaya on
the deciding goal.

“I decided to come out a little bit to
cut down the angle, hoping that maybe
he would hit it to my right or right at
me. He stayed very calm and com-
posed and swatted it right down to the
left. Hats off to him,” Rojo expressed.

The Cougars pressed furiously in
the final minutes, forcing Capela to
come up with five saves.

“I told our players in the huddle
there’s no reason to hang our heads.
We absolutely battled in this one. It
showed now for the second year in a
row that we belong being grouped
with the best teams in one of the best
counties in the state for boys soccer. I
am proud of the guys for the way they

fought out here,” Coach Campbell said.
“We played them before in Eliza-

beth. We lost 2-1. It was another close
game. We knew we could beat this
team because we beat Scotch Plains.
We played very composed against
them. If we played them the same way
with a lot of heart and give it all we
got, we could win this game. We just
came up short,” Filimonczak said.

“I am incredibly proud of my team.
I have been in the county tournament

four years and I’ve never seen a team
this strong. I like what I see because we
have been trying to build this up since
Coach Campbell came. We came out
here. We battled it up. Elizabeth gave
it all they had and at the end of the day,
it came down to one goal. Hopefully
this success can continue through the
next few years because I think Cranford
can be a team like Scotch Plains or
Elizabeth. I want to see this program
be in the final four,” Rojo said.

“We really feel like we only gave
up a couple of chances during the
game. We played sound defense and
we had a game plan coming in. They
[Elizabeth] are quality. They got the
job done today. They had a couple of
opportunities and they put them home.

Two good strikes to beat us,” Coach
Campbell said.

More good news for the Cougars’
future is the success of their JV team
winning their semifinal game.

“Yes! So they are going to be play-
ing in the JV county final next week,
which is really, really exciting. Hope-
fully that means good things for the
future of the program. We have seen
real improvement over the past couple
of years. Only a couple of years ago,

we were winning three or five games
a season. Now we are playing in the
county semifinals each year, so I am
really proud of the program the way
we progressed and we are going to
keep working hard until we win some
titles,” Coach Campbell said.

But this season is not over yet for
the Cougars.

“We still have a lot of soccer left this
season. We are still competing for our
conference title the Mountain Divi-
sion in Union County. A win against
GL [Governor Livingston] later this
week would do that for us. And, of
course, we’ve got our state tournament
coming up,” Coach Campbell said.
Cranford 0 1 1
Elizabeth 1 1 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONCENTRATING ON THE BALL...Blue Devil Sara Israel, No. 9, and Cougar Claire Ganley, left, concentrate on the ball
in the regular season finale at Kehler Stadium in Westfield. The Blue Devils won, 2-0.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MUSCLING FOR POSSESSION...Cougar senior co-captain Sam Clark out-muscles
Minuteman Matt Atmei, No. 10, in the UCT semifinal game on October 21.
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Blue Devils Run Past Immaculata Spartans, 23-6
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

the Blue Devils up 6-0. The extra
point was blocked.

Westfield found pay dirt again the
next time they got the ball. After
forcing an Immaculata punt, the Blue
Devils took over on their 38-yard
line. They proceeded to mount a 10
play, 62-yard drive that culminated in
senior Jake Vall-Llobera punching it
into the end zone on a third-and-goal
from one yard out. After a successful
two-point conversion, Westfield had
a 14-0 lead with 9:44 to go in the first
half.

The Blue Devils took that lead to
the half and improved on it with their
first series of the third quarter. After a
three and out series by the Spartans,
Westfield took possession of the ball
after a punt at their 30-yard line.
House carried the ball six times for 49
yards on the drive, setting up the
offense at the Immaculata 20. From
there, on a first-and-10 play, sopho-
more quarterback Hank Shapiro lofted
a perfect strike to senior wideout
Steven Barden on a fade route inside
the left pylon for a touchdown. Barden
simply out-jumped the defender on
the play. After a successful extra point,
Westfield had a 21-0 lead with 7:28
remaining in the third quarter.

Immaculata (4-3) finally got some-
thing going late in the quarter. The
Spartans began a drive at their 25-
yard line and utilized swing passes to

the running backs mixed with timely
scrambles from their quarterback Nate
Barnett to advance the ball all the way
to the Westfield five. On a second and
goal play, Barnett dropped back to
pass, dodged oncoming rusher Jo-
seph San Giacomo, before ducking
under another tackler then cutting
right and racing into the end zone for
a touchdown. Immaculata’s extra
point was no good leaving the Spar-
tans down 21-6 with 11:47 to play in
the game.

Immaculata could not mount any
more scoring threats in the game and
in fact, gave up two points on a safety
with just under three minutes to play
when Barnett, under heavy pressure,
was called for intentional grounding
in his own end zone.

Lost in the heroics of House’s great
performance was yet another solid
effort turned in by the Blue Devils
defense that limited Immaculata to
just 125 total yards and harassed the
quarterback all game with relentless
pressure.

“Our coach always preaches that
this is our team,” said senior line-
backer Drew Ortiz. “As seniors on
the defense we want to make sure that
we do our part to keep winning. We
don’t look at this as a 30-plus game
winning streak. We view it as a seven-
game streak because every season is
new and we own this one.”

Shapiro completed 11 of 14 passes
for 106 yards and a touchdown for
Westfield. Nick Martini rushed nine
times for 23 yards.

“Juandre did a nice job for us to-
night,” said Westfield Head Coach
Jim DeSarno. “He played a big role
for us in the state championship game
last year so we know he is capable.
This year he has been banged up but
he finally got a good week of practice
in and he got his chance due to
Alliegro’s injury. It is a nice problem
to have when you have options at any
position. We had to move some people
around on the offensive line today
due to injuries and they all did a really
nice job opening holes for the run-
ning game.”

Westfield earned a week to rest up
and get some of their injured offen-
sive linemen and Alliegro back dur-
ing the upcoming bye week before
they take the field against Scotch
Plains-Fanwood.
Westfield 6 8 7 2 23
Immaculata 0 0 0 6 6

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.

Call (908) 654-6091

EXPERT  MATH  TUTOR

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521

CRANFORD OFFICE FOR RENT

ATTORNEY, ACCOUNTANT,
PROFESSIONAL OPPORTUNITY

Single Office attached to
Busy / Established Law Firm
REFERRALS POSSIBLE!

NEAR GSP, WITH PARKING,
NEAR TOWN, IMM OCC

Call (908) 276-4777 for details
HELP WANTED

Small Westfield law firm seeking
a full time office administrator.
Requirements include computer
proficiency with Word, Excel,
strong interpersonal and
organizational skills, and
professional demeanor. Prior
experience with real estate a plus.

Please e-mail resume to
contactus@pfplawfirm.com

YARD SALE

YARD SALE
EVERYTHING MUST GO!

OCTOBER 29TH, 9AM-5PM
12 DITZEL FARM RD
SCOTCH PLAINS NJ

THE REAL SELFIE

THE REAL SELFIE, a source of
party favor/crafting entertainment.
For more information, contact
PaperTrailsNJ LLC, 1058 Pines
Lk Dr W, Wayne, NJ 07470 or visit
www.papertrailsnj.com

SEEKING AFTERSCHOOL CARE

Westfield resident seeking after-
school care for our son, 9 years
old, Monday through Friday, 3 to 6
pm, in Westfield, NJ. Duties would
include picking up from school,
helping with homework, and
driving locally to activities.  We
would need someone who has
access to their own reliable car.

Contact info:
gap_nj@yahoo.com

PREMIUM OFFICE, MTNSIDE

608 Sherwood Pkwy. Extra-large
office. Fits 2-3 people. Shared
lobby, storage, kitchenette. Ample
parking. Next to post office, bank,
restaurants. $1200/month incl.
utilities. Available immediately.

Call (908) 233-7900

CLASSIFIEDS

Westfield ‘Y’ Devilfish Host
Devilfish Classic Invitational

On October 15, the Westfield Area
“Y” Devilfish Swim Team hosted the
22nd Annual Devilfish Classic Invi-
tational Swim Meet (DFC). Under
the guidance of DFC Chairperson,
Beth Riordan, numerous families gra-
ciously volunteered to help make this
meet such a great success. The DFC,
the team’s biggest fundraising effort,
provided over 600 swimmers with an
opportunity to compete early in the
short course season. Of the 256 Dev-
ilfish swimmers who attended, many
achieved personal best times, and two
meet records were broken.

8U Girls: Olivia Constable (2nd
25-breast), Jane Kavanagh (1st 25-
breast, 2nd 25-fly), KH Gao (1st 50-
free, 2nd 25-free), Lila Griffith (3rd
25-back), Lidia Wright (3rd 25-fly)

9-10 Girls: Molly Baker (3rd 50-
back, 100-back), Jacqueline Moser
(1st 100-breast, 3rd 100-fly),
Catherine Ritter (2nd 100-free and
50-back, 3rd 50-free and 100IM), Lois
Wright (2nd 50-breast)

9-10 Boys: Ted Crall (2nd 100-
breast), Benjamin Duan (3rd 100-
breast), Michael Fisher (3rd 50-back),
Cole Sharkey (1st 100-back and 100-
free, 2nd 50-free and 100IM), Logan
Swenson (1st 50-free, 2nd 50-breast,
3rd 50-fly and 100IM)

11-12 Girls: Emily Constable (1st
50-breast and 100-breast, 2nd 100IM,
3rd 50-free), Emily Gao (3rd 100-fly
and 100IM), Lauren Lane (3rd 100-
back), Clare Logan (1st 50-free, 100-
free and 50-fly, 2nd 100-back), Tyler
Partridge (2nd 50-fly)

11-12 Boys: Will Crall (1st 50-
breast and 100IM), Colin Kavanagh
(1st 50-back, 2nd 50-free, 3rd 50-
breast), Christian Tedesco (1st 100-
free, 2nd 50-fly and 100-fly, 3rd 50-
free), Aidan Troy (3rd 50-fly)

13-14 Girls: Abby Bebel (2nd 200-
breast), Riley Gasson (1st 200-breast,
2nd 200IM, 3rd 200-back and 100-
fly), Emma Heinz (3rd 200-free), Viv

Jeckell (1st 50-free – meet record, 1st
100-back and 100-fly), Sarah
Kennedy (2nd 100-back, 3rd 100-
breast and 50-free), Sofia Leonetti
(1st 100-breast), Erin McKinney (2nd
50-free and 100-free), Bridget Tho-
mas (1st 200-back, 2nd 100-breast
and 100-fly)

13-14 Boys: Henry Brown (1st 50-
free, 3rd 100-breast), Seth Camacho
(1st 200IM, 2nd 200-breast), Chris-
topher Cheng (2nd 100-fly), Kevin
Gao (2nd 200-back), Matt London
(1st 100-free, 2nd 50-free, 3rd 100-
back), Billy Maguire (3rd 100-fly),
Colman Scanlan (3rd 100-free), Matt
Swenson (1st 100-back, 2nd 200IM),
Barney Veres (1st 100-breast), TJ
Walsh (1st 200-free), Jack Young (3rd
200-breast)

15-18 Girls: Ireland Applegarth
(3rd 100-back), Emma Conlon (2nd
50-free and 200-breast), Alyssa
Corvelli (1st 200IM and 100-back),
Jenna Daniel (3rd 100-breast), Aidan
Donahue (1st 200-breast, 2nd 100-
back), Maya Grantz (1st 200-free,
3rd 200-breast), Muriel Maloney (1st
100-breast), Erin McAndrew (2nd
200IM), Emilia McCormack (3rd
200-back and 100-free), Abigael
McKinney (2nd 100-breast and 100-
free), Isabella Nicholson (1st 50-free
and 100-free), Abby Riordan (2nd
200-back), Courtney Thomas (1st
100-fly), Keeley Thompson (1st 200-
back, 3rd 50-free)

15-18 Boys: Eric Bebel (1st 50-
free – meet record, 2nd 100-breast
and 100-back), Ryan Bebel (1st 100-
breast and 100-back, 2nd 50-free),
Tommy Brennan (1st 200-breast, 3rd
100-breast), Colin Daniel (1st 100-
free, 3rd 50-free), Teddy
Diamantopoulos (2nd 100-free),
Connor Heffernan (3rd 100-free),
Colm Slevin (1st 100-fly, 3rd 200-
back), Ashlen Suen (2nd 200-back),
Zach Williams (1st 200-back), Zach
Youssef (3rd 100-back)

THE LOOK OF VICTORY...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School field
hockey team defeated Butler, 3-2, on October 13. Raider co-captain Julia Barnes
had a hat trick, assisted by Cassidy Novello on two and Isa Sta. Rosa on the other
goal. Goalkeeper Kelly Nitti had 11 saves. Pictured are several team members with
Coaches Neidig and Weber and the bottom picture is Barnes.

317 Willow Way, Clark, NJ
New Lower Price! This is the home you have been waiting

for! Must see immaculate 4 bedroom, 3 bath colonial is set

on a large lot in one of Clark's finest neighborhoods. The

home has been expanded, renovated and is 100% move in

ready. Offered by Daunno Realty for $749,000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 10/29 • 1-4PM

Call Rudy Daunno Today

for more info: 732-910-3043.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Kelly McAuliffe, a senior on the
varsity gymnastics team, has been a consistent performer this season. She became
the Union County Champion in beam en route to a fourth place finish in the all-
around at Friday’s Union County tournament. She was a key component in
securing a second Union County Championship for the Lady Cougars. Nick
Macchi is a senior on the varsity football team; who converted from guard to
center and was perfect on the night with snaps. He anchored the offensive line in
a dominant running game in the Cougars’ 38-0 shut out against the Governor
Livingston Highlanders.

IOSSO WINS ALL-AROUND, AZZARETTO 2ND

Cougars Win UCT Crown
Westfield 2nd in Gymnastics

The Cranford High School Cougars
repeated as Union County Tournament
gymnastics champions at Cranford
High School on October 20. The Cou-
gars came through with a team total of
109.00 to outdo the Westfield Blue
Devils at 106.25. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood finished third with a total of
104.175 and Summit took fourth at
98.35, followed by Union at 98.25,
Jonathan Dayton at 97.05, AL Johnson
at 94.875, Union Catholic at 80.00 and
Rahway at 30.675.

Cougar junior Bee Iosso took top
all-around honors with a 36.55 total,
followed by Blue Devil Kayla
Azzaretto with a 36.4. Raider Sami
DiFabrizio took third with a total of
36.20, followed by Cougars Kelly
McAuliffe at 36.025 and Erin Infante
at 35.225. Union Catholic Viking
Hope Handlin took sixth at 35.025.
Cougar Maddie Larrabee took sev-
enth at 34.60, followed by Alyssa
Schramm (Dayton) at 34.175, Raider
Shelby Kumpf at 34.075 and Union
Farmer Jasmine Jourdain at 33.90.

Iosso took first on the uneven bars
with a 9.125, followed by teammate
Catherine Blowe at 8.925, Azzaretto
at 8.875, Handlin at 8.80 and
DiFabrizio at 8.65. Infante and Blue

Devil Alexis Fasano tied for sixth at
8.60 and McAuliffe took eighth at
8.50, while Schramm and Jourdain
tied for ninth at 8.45.

Iosso mastered the vault with a 9.425.
DiFabrizio and Blue Devil Sydney
Keenan tied for second at 9.30 and
Blue Devil Nicole Dispenza took fourth
at 9.25. Azzaretto and Infante tied for
fifth at 9.20, followed by Blue Devil
Julia Singer at 9.10, Kumpf at 9.05 and
Angela Pieros (ALJ) at 9.025. Sofia
Confalonieri and Raider Kayla Giuffe
tied for 10th at 9.00.

Iosso tied Azzaretto for the top spot
on the floor exercise with totals of
9.425. DiFabrizio took third at 9.375.
McAuliffe and Handlin tied for fourth
at 9.125. Infante and Keenan tied for
sixth at 9.025. Cougar Gabby Markase
took eighth at 9.00, followed by
Hayley Jenkins (Union) at 8.85 and
Kumpf at 8.75.

McAuliffe won the balance beam at
9.45, while Azzaretto and Blowe tied
for second at 8.9 and DiFabrizio took
fourth at 8.875. Larrabee took fifth at
8.85, followed by Caroline Griffith
(Summit) at 8.65, Iosso at 8.575 and
Handlin at 8.5. Blue Devil Halle Riordan
took ninth at 8.45, while Jenkins and
Infante tied for 10th at 8.40.

Courtesy of Sandeep Talati

GIRLS BBALL ON THE RISE...Over 60 Westfield fourth through eighth grade
girls basketball players attended the WHS Girls Basketball Pre-Season Camp this
fall, under the instruction of former WHS and Division I college athletes and
current WHS girls basketball coaches Liz McKeon (WHS Hall of Fame, Class of
2018) and Brian Ciemniecki (WHS Hall of Fame, Class of 2006). This first ever
preseason girls basketball camp in Westfield was presented by the Westfield
P.A.L. and the WHS Girls Basketball Program.

WF Football Assn. to Host
Multi-Family Yard Sale

The Westfield Football Parents’
Association (WFPA) is going to be
hosting a Multi-Family Yard Sale on
Sunday, November 5, with all the
proceeds going to benefit your two-
time defending state champion,
Westfield High School football pro-
gram. We are in the process of secur-
ing a great location and will send out
the details over the coming week. In
the meantime, we are asking for do-
nations for great stuff to sell.

Please take advantage of this op-
portunity to de-clutter your house a
bit over the next couple of weeks.
Let’s gets those garages, attics and
basements cleaned out and find lots
of hidden treasures for us to sell.

Please feel free to ask friends, fam-
ily and neighbors if they have any
donations as well. We need: Furni-

ture, Electronic Items, small appli-
ances, etc. that work, Tools, Kitchen
Items, Books, Toys, Clothing/Shoes
— gently used, Bikes, Sporting Goods

Anything left over after the sale
will be donated to Goodwill, unless
you specify otherwise.

Lastly, we also strongly encourage
you to come to the Yard Sale, along
with your family and friends, to see if
you can pick up a bargain and support
Westfield Football – Everything will
be priced to sell !!

Please contact Ralph Elliott with
donations and questions @
wfpa.yard.sale@gmail.com or (908)
868-1250.

Thanks for your continued support
of our two-time defending state
champs.

GO BLUE DEVILS!!!!!!

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 17-24

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND §106-147 (APPLICATION FEES) IN ARTICLE
XII (FEES), IN CHAPTER 106 (LAND USE) OF THE CODE OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD TO REVISE THE FEES FOR CERTAIN APPLI-
CATIONS.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD:

SECTION 1. §106-147 (Application Fees) in Article XII (Fees) in Chapter 106 (Land
Use) of the Code of the Borough of Garwood is hereby amended to read as follows:

§106-147. Application Fees.
Fees for all applications for development, applications for rezoning and appeals shall

be paid with the application to the Planning Board. All checks are to be made payable to
the Borough of Garwood.  Failure to submit payment or the submission of checks that are
found to be improperly drawn will cause an application to be deemed incomplete and a
hearing on the application to be delayed.  Required fees shall be calculated by totaling
all applicable fees. Such fees shall be as follows:

A. Variance relief pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-70(d).
(1) For a one- or two-family residential use: $ 1,000.
(2) For all other uses: $ 1,000, plus $ 75 for each additional unit.

B. Variance relief pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55-70(c) (each variance).
(1) One- or two-family residential use: $ 75.
(2) Other uses:  $ 200.

C. Conditional use authorization: $ 1,000.
D. Site plan review.
Residential: Preliminary Final

$ 1,000 plus $ 250 for each $ 700
Additional dwelling unit over
3 units

Non-residential:
(Lot area shall be calculated as the total lot area of the property)
0 to 5,000 square feet $ 1,000 $ 700
5,001 to 20,000 square feet $ 2,000 $ 1,000
20,001 to 50,000 square feet $ 3,000 $ 1,000
Over 50,001 square feet and $ 4,000 plus $0.05 for each $ 1,000
above additional square foot over

60,000 square feet
E. Subdivision review. Preliminary Final
Two (2) lot minor subdivision,
lot line adjustment $ 1,000 n/a
Major subdivisions, three lots
and greater $ 1,200 base plus $ 150 for each

additional lot $ 500
F. Concept Plan:
Minor Subdivision (2 lots) $ 300.
Major Subdivision $ 500.
Site Plans (w/o subdivision) $ 400.
G. Design standard waiver.
The fee for each request for a design standard waiver from Article IX shall be $ 50.
H. Appeals and requests for interpretation pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-70(a) and (b):

$ 400.
I. Application for rezoning. The fee for an application for rezoning shall be $ 2,500. The

applicant shall simultaneously make the escrow deposit required by §106-87. Addition-
ally, applicant shall be liable for all publication fees, mailing costs and any other
disbursements by the municipality in connection with the consideration or adoption of an
amendment to the Land Use Ordinance, which fees shall be paid in advance by the
applicant or deducted from the applicant’s escrow deposit.

J. Public hearings.  Each application shall require hearing fees. Fees for hearings
before the Planning Board shall be as follows:

1. Where a public notice is required, $ 850 to accompany the application.
Individual lot applications for single and two family homes are exempt.

2. Where a public notice is not required, $ 500 to accompany the application.
Individual lot applications for single and two family homes are exempt.

3. Where a hearing is continued to a subsequent session, $ 500 to be paid ten
days prior to the date of the continued hearing. Individual lot applications for single and
two family homes are exempt.

K. Certificate of nonconformity.  The fee for each request or application for a certificate
of nonconformity pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-68 shall be $ 200.

SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby
repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.

SECTION 3. If any portion of this ordinance shall be determined to be invalid, such
determination shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of said ordinance.

SECTION 4. This ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication in
accordance with law.

SECTION 5. A certified copy of this ordinance shall be filed with the Union County
Planning Board.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance No. 17-24, was introduced and passed on first
reading at a meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the County
of Union, State of New Jersey, held on the 24th, DAY OF OCTOBER 2017, and that
Ordinance No. 17-24, will be taken up for further consideration for final passage at the
meeting of said Borough Council to be held in the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey, on the 14th, DAY OF NOVEMBER
2017, at 7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as said matter can be heard, at which time and
place all persons who may be interested therein will be given an opportunity to be heard
concerning the same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 10/26/17, The Leader Fee: $150.96

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

STATE CHAMPS...The Westfield Blue Devil football team after defeating
Bridgewater-Raritan for the Group 5 State champiosnhip

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

Tired of cleaning your house or
apartment? I will do it for you.
Good Prices. Excellent
references. Free Estimates!

(862) 307-3481
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
following proposed ordinance was intro-
duced and passed on first reading at a
meeting of the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, held on the 24th day of Octo-
ber, 2017, and that said ordinance will be
taken up for further considera-tion for final
passage at the meeting of said Town Coun-
cil to be held at the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey,
on the 21st day of November, 2017, at 8:00
P.M., or as soon thereafter as said matter
can be reached, at which time and place all
persons who may be interested therein will
be given an oppor-tunity to be heard con-
cerning the same.

A copy of this ordinance has been posted
on the Bulletin Board upon which public
notices are customarily posted in the Mu-
nicipal Building of the Town, and a copy is
available up to and including the time of
such meeting to the members of the gen-
eral public of the Town who shall request
such copies, at the office of the Clerk in
said Municipal Building in Westfield, New
Jersey.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

Town of Westfield
County of Union

State of New Jersey

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2210

CAPITAL ORDINANCE OF
THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
IN THE COUNTY OF UNION,
NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING
THE UNDERTAKING OF
VARIOUS SANITARY AND
STORM SEWER IMPROVE-
MENTS IN, BY AND FOR THE
TOWN, APPROPRIATING
THEREFOR THE SUM OF
$75,000 AND PROVIDING
THAT SUCH SUM SO APPRO-
PRIATED SHALL BE RAISED
FROM CAPITAL SURPLUS
OF THE TOWN.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield, in the County of
Union, New Jersey, as follows:

Section 1.  The Town of Westfield, in the
County of Union, New Jersey (the “Town”)
is hereby authorized to undertake various
sanitary and storm sewer improvements
in, by and for the Town.  Said improve-
ments shall include all work, materials and
appurtenances necessary and suitable
therefor.

Section 2.  The sum of $75,000 is hereby
appropriated to the payment of the cost of
the improvements authorized and de-
scribed in Section 1 hereof (hereinafter
referred to as “purpose”).  Said appropria-
tion shall be raised from Capital Surplus of
the Town.  The sum of $75,000 is hereby
appropriated from Capital Surplus of the
Town to the payment of the cost of said
purpose.

Section 3.  Said improvements are law-
ful capital improvements of the Town hav-
ing a period of usefulness of at least five (5)
years.  Said improvements shall be made
as general improvements, no part of the
cost of which shall be assessed against
property specially benefited.

Section 4.  The capital budget is hereby
amended to conform with the provisions of
this capital ordinance to the extent of any
inconsistency therewith and the resolu-
tions promulgated by the Local Finance
Board showing full detail of the amended
capital budget and capital program as ap-
proved by the Director, Division of Local
Government Services, is on file with the
Town Clerk and is available for public
inspection.

Section 5. This ordinance shall take
effect at the time and in the manner pro-
vided by law.
1 T - 10/26/17, The Leader Fee: $77.52

What Happened To Bagger House Was
Disrespectful To The Town History

Shouldn’t We Revisit The Town’s
Masterplan At Least Every Decade?

Although I appreciate the passion
of Kelly Kessler and the Historical
Preservation Commission, I remain
amazed at the outrage of the older
historical homes being torn down.
We lived next to the Bagger house for
many years. The developer reached
an agreement with town to move the
house to the corner of Karen Terrace
and East Broad and to have the house
restored.

Over a 10 year period after the
agreement nothing was done. The
house deteriorated. The roof partially
collapsed and the property became
unsafe for the many curious children
on the block. Despite many calls to
the town and the present administra-
tion, nothing was done. We had even
contacted the health department about
the unsafe and unsanitary condition
of the property. This house was very
visible from East Broad and I’m sure
the members from the Historical Pres-
ervation Commission and our elected
officials had seen the gradual deterio-
ration of the house over this time.

Yet the only time we heard any
concern was when the developer
moved the house but it was in such

disrepair it could not be restored and
had to be torn down. None of the
politicians or members of the Histori-
cal Preservation Commission would
stand to live next to this deteriorated
property. Unless there is an effort to
restore these houses thought to have
historical significance then all this
talk about these houses being torn
down is hypocritical.

What happened to the Bagger
House was disrespectful to the his-
tory of this town. The perception of
the people on this block was that no
one was advocating for us or the
house. The Historical Preservation
Commission although may not have
had the resources to restore this house,
it was perceived that they were not
vocal in advocating for it during the
10 year period. The house was al-
lowed to fall apart without regard to
history or the people on our block.

Unless these houses can be restored,
and the people living next to and
around these houses can be respected,
it should be no surprise that these
houses are disappearing.

Marc Bogin
Westfield

A few weeks ago, a small crew
came and filled some of the potholes
and paved over the grass growing
along the edge of our street. We have
lived in our house in Westfield for
over thirty years. For more than 20 of
those years we have been trying to get
our street paved. Not a few holes
filled but actually milled and paved.
We understand that it is not one of the
busiest streets in town but it seems
that over more than 30 years every
street should be repaved at some point.

Years ago I called the Public Works
Dept. about the condition of the street
and was told to call my town council
members. I never understood exactly
why—is having a street paved a politi-
cal issue? But I called them anyway
and was told that there was a
Masterplan and that our street would

get on the list. Every year we’re told
that we didn’t make it to this year’s list.

I finally saw the town’s “Masterplan.”
It is from 2002, with some minor addi-
tions regarding fair share housing in
2009 and 2013. Much of it is based on
data from 1964-1997. It says nothing
about paving streets. Shouldn’t we have
a plan based on rational data about pav-
ing the streets? Shouldn’t we revisit the
town’s Masterplan at least every de-
cade? (Municipal Land Use Law re-
quires that the Masterplan be reexam-
ined every six years!) Has nothing
changed since 2002? Planning is at the
core of what the mayor and town council
are supposed to be doing so that the town
can be a vibrant place to live and work.

Arlene Gardner
Westfield

Courage to Change Westfield’s
Policy for Leaf Removal

With the advent of fall, Westfielders
must reacquaint ourselves with the
Town’s policy for leaf removal. At
first glance, the 2017 Leaf Collection
Program seems comprehensive and
well thought out, with all questions
concerning leaf removal answered.
However, there is no mention of how
these policies will be enforced! How
does the Town intend to prevent any
violations of the Collection Program?

Leaf removal becomes the same
haphazard process each year. Already
we see leaf piles in our neighborhood
prior to the October 21 start date. We
also see professional lawn care pro-
viders mixing leaf piles with twigs and
plant material, another violation of the
Town policy. Parking and child drop
off are impossible on the streets around
our schools. Removal of these leaves
becomes a nightmare, often times af-
fecting our snow removal efforts and
continually clogging of our sewer gut-
ters. How does the Town discourage
or even prevent these violations? Is
there a leaf collection hotline where
complaints can be made?

Could the Town do a better job? Can
our residents be better educated to

comply with the program? We think
yes. As residents of Westfield for 26
years, we know all too well that we will
get the same results again unless we
choose a new direction in Town gov-
ernment. Many of us have witnessed
problems and the lack of change in
Westfield and we are worried. We can
do a better job. We just have to have
the courage to change. When we all
work together, great things happen!

Westfield needs fresh eyes, inno-
vative ideas, community involvement,
a set of goals we can all embrace and
follow, and finally, a town govern-
ment that communicates with, and
listens to, its residents. For these rea-
sons, we are voting for Linda Habgood
for Town Council Ward 1, and for
Shelley Brindle for Mayor. We have
listened to their ideas, and they, in
turn, have listened to our concerns.
We believe Shelley Brindle, Linda
Habgood, Michael Dardia, David
Contract, and Dawn Mackey are the
change Westfield needs now!

John Beil
Jessica Rinald

Westfield

Making Way For Oversized,
Cookie Cutter-Style McMansions

In reading the candidate statements for
those running for election/reelection to
Westfield Town Council in a recent edi-
tion of The Leader, I was disappointed to
read that only a single candidate addressed
the topic of teardowns, a malady that has
plagued our town for the past few years
but is now ravaging Westfield at epi-
demic levels.

If you’ve noticed Westfield’s stock of
modest single family homes disappear-
ing at an alarming rate, you’re not alone.
In fact, so many houses are being knocked
down in Westfield, the Town Council no
longer approves these demolitions via
Council resolution, effectively turning a
blind eye to this problem. In 2016 alone,
at least 92 homes were leveled to make
way for million-dollar, oversized, cookie
cutter-style McMansions.

Since 2006, under our Town Council
and the appointed Planning Board, ap-
proximately six hundred homes have
fallen victim to the wrecking ball in what
has become a builders’ paradise. This
figure represents approximately seven
percent of Westfield’s entire stock of
single family houses. Six hundred
homes—that’s a tragedy.

The Westfield Planning Board, whose
members are appointed by the mayor, is
supposed to be our last line of defense
between over-aggressive development
and preserving what remains of
Westfield’s small-town neighborhood
character. Recent Planning Board deci-
sions have not only allowed for the prolif-
eration of these McMansions, but have
also permitted the subdivision of numer-
ous properties in Town. Along with those
decisions came the demolition of more of
Westfield’s existing homes and the crowd-
ing in of additional structures in our al-
ready-overdeveloped Town. This new
tactic squeezes in even more homes, when
the builders’ insatiable demand for in-
creasingly larger homes on normal-sized
lots cannot be met. While the Board oc-
cupies itself with new land use ordi-
nances proposed by the Downtown Task
Force, each Westfield property that is
subdivided results in the demolition of
one home and the crowding in of two
McMansions.

Some entire neighborhoods in
Westfield have been literally been over-
run by this aggressive form of develop-
ment. ‘Zombie’ homes awaiting demoli-
tion permits sit neglected. Grass over-
grown. Stripped of siding. Gaping holes
in the ground where modest homes once
stood sit fenced off, awaiting the next

McMansion. Dust, construction noise and
newly-paved streets patched from utility
work have turned our neighborhoods into
construction zones.

While our Planning Board listens to
builders’ hired ‘experts’ speak about
‘oversized lots’ and proposed construc-
tion that ‘will conform with the character
of the neighborhood’, residents’ objec-
tions, including those related to drainage,
tree removal, encroachment, traffic and
design are ignored.

Simply put, subdivisions equal more
houses and more houses equate to in-
creased population. Increased population
means more traffic, more children in our
schools, increased school taxes and greater
demands on utilities and our police, fire
and ambulance services. These issues
strain the municipal budget and nega-
tively impact our property taxes. Sus-
tained development in the form of mil-
lion-dollar McMansions also depletes our
stocks of anything remotely resembling
‘affordable’ housing, the absence of which
opens our Town up to so-called ‘builders
remedy’ lawsuits and the resulting con-
struction of dense, multi-unit develop-
ments that contain a tiny number of ‘af-
fordable’ units and claim what little open
space and quality of life we have left in
our Town.

While all eyes are on Westfield’s down-
town, retail and dense housing develop-
ment outside of our downtown continues
unchecked, gobbling up public streets
and smaller lots, while encroaching on
residential neighborhoods. Many of these
projects require a slew of variances and—
in some cases—changes to the actual
Town Code via ordinances passed by the
Town Council. These have all been
granted, with nary an objection. While
the Town Council rushes to pass ordi-
nances that will make it easier for Down-
town businesses to operate, our neigh-
borhoods (North- and Southside alike)
have been left to fend for themselves.

Our elected officials and those who
aspire to become elected officials this fall
should spend some time looking beyond
the issues of the Downtown and act to
preserve what little is left of Westfield’s
small town character. Strict adherence to
our Town Code and Master Plan, as well
as the nomination of qualified individu-
als to our appointed Boards who are
committed to enforcing these regulations
would be good first steps.

Shawn Mullen
Westfield

Labeling Our Production as X-Rated
Is Misleading to Your Readers

I am writing to you in regards to
your recent review of our production
of The Wild Party. As the president of
the CDC Theatre and the producer of
The Wild Party, I am disappointed by
your labeling of our production as
“X-Rated.” A reference like that is
misleading to readers and suggests
we are putting pornography on our
stage, and we are not. Yes, there is
simulated sex and violence, but, it is
simulated, as you said. There is no
nudity on stage.

 The Wild Party was written by
Andrew Lippa and performed Off
Broadway with award-winning ac-
tors such as Idina Menzel, Taye Diggs
and Brian D’arcy James. They were
not doing pornography on stage and
neither are we. If you had referred to
the production as having adult con-
tent, not for children under 18 or even
R-Rated, those would have been more
accurate descriptions. The label “X-
Rated” is upsetting to the director, the
production team, the cast and the
theatre. By calling the show “X-
Rated” in the first paragraph of an

otherwise well considered and favor-
able review, we fear you have preju-
diced potential audience members
against coming to experience the show
for themselves. Theater often pushes
the boundaries of convention and The
Wild Party certainly does that. But,
for 99 years, as New Jersey’s oldest
continuously producing community
theatre, we take pride in every one of
our productions and I can assure you,
we would never put anything on the
stage that would deserve to be la-
beled “X-Rated.”

Please know, that we always appre-
ciate your reviews and your support
of the CDC Theatre in The Westfield
Leader. But, we take exception label-
ing our production of The Wild Party
as “X-Rated.” As the producer of the
show and the president of the theater,
I felt it was necessary to share our
reaction with you. We look forward
to welcoming you to CDC Theatre in
the future, as we have many times in
the past.

Joe Leo, President, CDC Theatre
Cranford

I’m Sure The Democratic Candidate
Would Not Want To Mislead Residents

Serving as Mayor is more than a
full-time job — it’s a 24/7, 365 days
a week job with no vacations or holi-
days. And to be clear, it has never
been a paid position (except for the
symbolic $1 annual check that is never
cashed!).

The Democratic candidate for
Mayor has been advertising that she
will be a “full-time Mayor for no
pay”. Perhaps she is not aware of the
24/7 commitment or that there never

has been any pay or benefits for the
Westfield Mayor or the Westfield
Town Council members. I’m sure the
Democratic candidate would not want
to mislead Westfield residents by
implying that she is willing to make a
“sacrifice” by not accepting some-
thing (pay) that never existed in the
first place!

JoAnne Neyland, Westfield
Ward 2 Councilwoman

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinances were passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 17th of October
2017, and that said Ordinances will be
considered for final adoption at a meeting
of the said Township Council to be held in
the Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue,
on the 13th day of NOVEMBER 2017 at
7:00 p.m., at which time and place a public
hearing will be held prior to final passage
of said Ordinances and all interested per-
sons will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning the same. Copies of
said Ordinances can be obtained from the
Township Clerk’s Office at any time prior to
final adoption at no cost to any member of
the general public who requests same.

ORDINANCES 2017-23

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
AND SUPPLEMENTING SEC-
TION 10 (DEPARTMENT OF
CIVIL DEFENSE AND DISAS-
TER CONTROL) IN CHAPTER
II (ADMINISTRATION) OF THE
REVISED GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS.

ORDINANCE 2017-24

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
AND SUPPLEMENT CHAP-
TER 19, SECTION 3.8A (AP-
PLICATION FOR DEVELOP-
MENT) TO ADD NEW SEC-
TION FOR “INFORMAL RE-
VIEW.”

ORDINANCE 2017-25

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
AND SUPPLEMENTING
CHAPTER 23 (ZONING), SEC-
TION 1.8 (DEFINITIONS) TO
ADD DEFINITION FOR “CON-
CEPT SKETCH.”

ORDINANCE 2017-26

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
AND SUPPLEMENTING
SCHEDULE XXIII (LANE RES-
ERVATION), CHAPTER VII
(TRAFFIC), TO DESIGNATE
HETFIELD AVENUE NORTH-
BOUND LEFT LANE RE-
SERVED FOR LEFT TURN
ONLY.

ORDINANCE 2017-27

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
AND SUPPLEMENTING
SCHEDULE XXII (RIGHT
TURN ONLY), CHAPTER VII
(TRAFFIC) TO INCLUDE
DRIVEWAY FROM GREEN
FORREST PARK ON
WESTFIELD RD. AS RIGHT
TURN ONLY.

ORDINANCE 2017-28

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SCHEDULE IV (TIME LIMITED
PARKING) IN CHAPTER VII
(TRAFFIC) OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS TO RESTRICT PARK-
ING ON EAST 2ND STREET.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that on the 16th day of
October, 2017, the Zoning Board of the
Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following actions:

1. Application #ZBA-17-0015: Adopted
a Resolution of Memorialization granting
approval to David and Jamie Gaetano,
Applicants, to permit reconstruction of the
front entry stairs with a covered landing
with the following variances: to exceed the
maximum allowable projection into the front
yard setback for stairs; and the following
pre-existing condition: to exceed the maxi-
mum allowable lot coverage on Block: 173
Lot: 11 as designated on the Township
Tax Map, also known as 409 Orchard
Street in the R-4 Zone.

2. Application #ZBA-17-0017: Adopted
a Resolution of Memorialization granting
approval to Joseph Perri, Applicant, to
permit construction of a second story addi-
tion, new masonry landing and steps, modi-
fication to existing front porch with the
following variance: less than the minimum
required combined side yard setbacks on
Block: 581 Lot: 5 as designated on the
Township Tax Map, also known as 175
Mohawk Drive in the R-4 Zone.

Jeffrey Pistol
Board Secretary
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New Voices With Cutting-Edge Business
And Civic Experience

We moved our young family to
Westfield 40 years ago, becoming the
youngest family on the block, strug-
gling financially to afford the advan-
tages and values the town offered, and
it has been worth it even more than we
anticipated. We reared three children
here and we are now new grandparents
as our grown children have become
Westfield homeowners themselves and
started their families here in their home-
town. As we ease into the grandparent
role, we try to follow the example of
the older, established residents of our
neighborhood who welcomed us and
our young children to our new home
many years ago.

I founded and ran a non-profit edu-
cation organization here for more than
a decade, offering my services pro
bono throughout, to serve local and
regional children with special needs.
Neil and I have been cooperatively
active on several town issues over the
years. We look forward to staying on
in our chosen home and watching the
next generation grow and embrace
the values and protections that our
children reaped here in Westfield.

We are grateful to Andy Skibitsky
and others for their service to our
town and we appreciate Mayor
Skibitsky’s achievements. While my

voice has been heard and my service
offered here to the best of my ability
over the years on behalf of Westfield
families, today my grown children,
now parents and Westfield
homeowners themselves, are the com-
pelling voice of Westfield’s future.
They see their hometown through a
fondly familiar but less presumptive
lens than mine, not mired in any po-
litical constraints or collegial obliga-
tions of the past. The town deserves
the same chance to refresh and ex-
pand its views and affiliations. As we
acknowledge the long service of
Mayor Skibitsky, we hope our own
years of commitment to our town and
those of our many active neighbors
and friends here are also appreciated.

But in today’s volatile and stalled
state and national political environ-
ment, it’s more important than ever to
seek fresh ideas and to refresh and
renew our commitments without re-
gard to partisan affiliation, just with
an eye to the common good. It’s time
for new voices with recent and cut-
ting-edge business and civic experi-
ence and enthusiastic commitment to
full citizen representation. We see
that in the intentions of candidate
Shelley Brindle – ideas, energy, ac-
tive interface with surrounding towns
and entities, and determination to pro-
tect all that is good about our town
and tweak what needs change so that
Westfield can thrive and excel in this
new century.

Hilary Brown
Westfield

Voting Yes for NJ Library Bond
Will Stimulate Our Economy

Voting yes to support the New Jer-
sey Library Construction Bond Act
will create construction jobs, small
business opportunities, and stimulate
New Jersey’s economy. Libraries serve
as community centers, maker spaces,
and job search centers. In New Jersey,
libraries with 3-D printers have cre-
ated prosthetics for people in need,
offer assistance in job searches, and
provide children with early literacy
experiences. They serve their com-
munities through partnerships in a
variety of ways. State Senate Minor-
ity Leader Tom Kean (R-21st,
Westfield) stated, “I strongly believe
that public libraries play a critical
educational, cultural and economic
role in our communities, which is why
I lent my sponsorship to the legisla-
tion enabling The New Jersey Library
Construction Bond Act.”

State Senator Kip Bateman (R-16,
Somerset), a primary sponsor of the
legislation explained, “Public libraries
bridge the digital divide, by providing
internet access, computer classes and
job training for people of all ages and
economic backgrounds. They can’t
continue to offer these services without
funding for upgrades. We can jumpstart

the economy and quickly create hun-
dreds of construction jobs.” Viewing
The New Jersey Library Construction
Bond Act as a $125,000,000 invest-
ment in both the present and future
costing less than $1 per person in New
Jersey per year over the term of the
bonds makes this a sensible use of
resources. When you factor in that all
applicants must provide a 1:1 match, it
doubles that investment.

Senator Kean, Assemblyman
Bramnick, and Assemblywoman
Munoz (all R-21) and Senator Scutari,
Assemblyman Green, and Assembly-
man Kennedy (all D-22) are sponsors
of this legislation, reflecting on a local
level the strong bi-partisan support
this bill enjoyed in both houses of the
Legislature to get to the ballot. It had
50 percent legislative sponsorship, and
passed both houses by a super major-
ity before Governor Christie signed it
to put it on the ballot. Hopefully, the
voters will support both libraries and
economic stimulus just as strongly!
For more information, please visit:
www.njlibrariesbuildcommunities.org.

Jeanne Marie Ryan, Westfield
NJ Libr. Assoc. Pub. Policy Chair

Westfield Race: Change for the Sake of
Change Isn’t Wise

Making a change in leadership for
the sake of change isn’t always wise.
In Westfield’s Mayoral election this
is especially true with the accom-
plishments and progress made under
Andy Skibitsky. They’re many ex-
amples of long-term leaders in gov-
ernment and organizations, but we
don’t need to look too far. The late
Mountainside Mayor Robert Viglianti
was elected to serve 6 terms. Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr is serving her
4th term. As a NY Jets fan, it pains me
that Bill Belichick is in his 18th sea-
son as the NFL Patriots Head Coach.
Unfortunate for this resident, the Pa-
triots owner didn’t think “it was time
for a change” and their fans celebrated
5 Super Bowl championships.

Back in Westfield, the accomplish-
ments under Mayor Skibitsky’s leader-
ship have been outstanding. Maintain-
ing the “status-quo” in Westfield didn’t
cause a budget surplus while improv-
ing town services and keeping property
taxes relatively stable. Having S&P
assign a “AAA rating” to our town and
bond occurred with due diligence and a
line-by-line budget reviews. Managing
Westfield’s taxes wisely is important,
but leadership has been shown many
times over during his term.

Think back to Super Storm Sandy,
with town-wide conference calls on

electrical service, tree removals and
road closure status. Mayor Skibitsky’s
emergency management team, com-
munication and responsive our Pub-
lic Works Dept. were appreciated by
this resident. Other states were im-
pressed, as the Mayor was invited to
Georgia as keynote speaker at a Hur-
ricane Preparedness Conference.
More recently with renovations to the
Conservation Center, reduced decal
and sewer fees, renovations of our
Parks and improved Downtown.

Practically every year Westfield is
recognized, including nationally, for
the appeal of its downtown, quality of
life and other town benefits. In the last
two years alone we received acco-
lades from The New York Times, In-
dustry Magazine, USA Today, New
Jersey Monthly, Gannett News and
NJFamiliy.com. While Amazon is put-
ting a dent in most ‘brick and mortar’
sales, the Mayor initiated business dis-
trict changes to ensure local govern-
ment isn’t the problem. Improved in-
frastructure, additional parking options
and new spaces have also helped.

The improvements and progress
under Mayor Skibitsky have led to a
better Westfield. Experience counts
and I wouldn’t change a thing.

Bill West
Westfield

I Support Mike Dardia
Thanks to all the candidates who

are volunteering their time to run for,
or are currently serving the Town of
Westfield. I wanted to show my sup-
port for my good friend Mike Dardia
as Second Ward Councilman. Mike
brings a vast experience from years
of working in the healthcare industry
as well as a tireless work ethic.

Mike is a family man and the first
person to offer to lend a hand to a
neighbor or friend in need. I’ve been
lucky enough to share a sideline with
Mike while coaching youth sports in
town and know that he would be an
asset to any team.

I’ve listened to Mike voice his con-
cerns about the state of our down-
town and was thrilled to hear he was
running for Town Council in the Sec-
ond Ward. I admire the passion Mike
brings to everything he does. His
message is simple: the status quo has
us moving backwards. I believe that
Westfield will benefit from your vote
for Dardia on November 7th.

Hugh McGuire
Westfield

The Town I Am Most Proud Of
Is Westfield

I am an 80 year old former resident
of Westfield. In my life time I have
lived in Brooklyn, Des Plains, Ill.,
Schaumburg, Ill....., Scotch Plains and
now Lavallette.

All good towns and well run but the
town I am most proud of is Westfield.
Whenever I meet people who ask
“where are you from and I say
Westfield. The expression on their
face shows a pleasant smile. Every-
body in NJ knows what a well run and
classy place Westfield is.

Great schools, low crime rate and a
good credit rating, which is why I
hope the current Republican team

will be reelected. I have met life long
Democrats who were my neighbors
and most voted Republican because
of the Towns reputation and good
standing. It is the only Republican
town left in Union County. So I say to
my old friends, “Don’t change it –
vote for Mayor Andy and his fellow
running mates. Westfield is a great
place to raise a family and go to
school.

Please support the R team. You will
never regret it.

Francis Quinn
Lavallette
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Shelley’s Inconvenient ‘Truths’
I hope one of the lessons candidate

Shelley Brindle learned in business
about politics and leadership is that
those who serve are held accountable
for their words, and not just their
actions.

In her parking manifesto published
last week, candidate Brindle charged
that the controversial parking deck
was “born out of backroom deals.”
What Ms. Brindle “conveniently”
won’t tell the citizens of Westfield is
that the “birthing” of the parking deck
began and was in full swing under her
good friend and former Democratic
Mayor Tom Jardim.

I also find it funny that Mayor
Jardim, in his article last week, “con-
veniently” didn’t tell the citizens of
Westfield about his public decision in
February 2000 to pursue a 3rd con-
secutive term and that building a park-
ing deck was a top priority. It’s all
there in black and white on page 2 of
The Westfield Leader dated February
3, 2000 (Look it up!!). Mayor Jardim
is quoted “I didn’t want to leave with-
out having built a parking deck in the
town!”

I am bringing these issues to the

attention of Westfield voters because
I served as First Ward Councilman
from 2001 to 2007, when this policy
initiative had long left the station
under Mayor Jardim, and Mayor
McDermott felt it was appropriate to
finish the analysis and make a deci-
sion.

For Shelley Brindle to make the
offensive charge of a “backroom deal”
is outrageous and truly a stain on the
reputations and integrity of many good
men and women, elected from BOTH
parties, who worked tirelessly on this
proposal for years.

Bring forth your facts Shelley, and
when none are forthcoming, an apol-
ogy will suffice. I was in office and a
vocal opponent of the final flawed
plan, but smearing others for my own
political gain was never in my reper-
toire leading up to the town referen-
dum where it died handily.

As to how the deck proposal was
born, Brindle needs to take responsi-
bility for an insulting charge with
either proof or a retraction. That would
be leadership.

Peter Echausse
Westfield

Running For Office Is A New
Experience; Many Surprises

As an entrenched member of our
community I am used to (and love)
running into residents all over town.
The greetings have shifted from “Will
I see you at the game?” and “How are
the twins?” to “What will you guys do
about Downtown?” and “How is
Shelley to work with?”

Most recently, during a routine der-
matologist appointment, I was re-
minded once again, how exposed we
are as candidates, when during the
exam, my doctor inquired about
Shelley Brindle. It made me realize
that when I see people, they want to
hear my personal opinion on our
mayoral candidate. It made me de-
cide to write this letter, for anyone
who may be wondering what my
thoughts are.

You may not know that I had never
met Shelley until we both declared our
interest in running for office. As a
longstanding supporter of the Wash-
ington School Show, I was familiar
with Shelley’s husband Kip, who often
took on memorable roles in the shows.
He was, and is, a hometown celebrity.

I read Shelley’s bio, and – let’s face
it – it’s impressive. And perhaps to
some, even intimidating. But still, I
didn’t KNOW her. Then we spent some
time together, sitting in a room, all five
candidates, discussing our reasons for
running and what we hoped we could
accomplish. In that moment, I knew I
was in the right place, at the right time.
We had five people in who were in
agreement – We all loved Westfield.
We all saw similar areas that needed
attention, and we all wanted to be a
part of the solution

It took months for us all to really
get to know each other. Each of us
with school-aged children, jobs and
the task of trying to establish our-
selves as candidates. During the days
I canvassed with Shelley, I learned
more about her as a person. Every
time, Shelley would ask, “How is

your family holding up?”
I’ve watched Shelley engage local

business owners and community
members. I’ve watched her actively
seek the expertise of industry leaders,
and consult with numerous mayors of
thriving neighboring towns. Shelley
seeks knowledge, answers and a path
to the vision Westfield needs. I am
privy to how tirelessly she is working
behind the scenes, and how acces-
sible she is to team members and
interns. I know her commitment, sac-
rifice and dedication to our town.

Someone asked me once about
Shelley’s ego. And that startled me,
because it isn’t anything I’ve had to
consider in my time working alongside
her. This woman walked away from a
very public career, at the pinnacle of her
success. She mentored and cultivated a
succession plan, as visionary and con-
fident leaders do. She has the creden-
tials to do almost anything she wants
with her “second chapter,” as she calls
it, and has chosen to devote herself to
public service. That is to me equally as
impressive as her outstanding profes-
sional achievements

Back to the question I started with
– “How is Shelley to work with?” She
is strong. Sometimes tough. Always
fair. She is quick, smart and funny.
Self-deprecating, inclusive and in-
spirational. Her passion, her forward
thinking and unquestionable leader-
ship make me very enthusiastic about
this election.

As a Ward 4 council candidate I am
honored to share the ticket with Shelley
Brindle. As a Westfield resident, I am
excited to vote for her. If you haven’t
had the chance to meet her in person,
please watch her video. I am certain
that once you hear her vision for
Westfield and her plan to execute that
vision, you will share my enthusiasm.

Dawn Mackey, Westfield
Ward 4 Council Candidate

I Will Use My Expertise to Create
Strategic Plan for Dynamic Downtown

I am humbled and honored to be run-
ning for Town Council in my hometown
of Westfield. As many of you know, I
grew up in Westfield, and graduated from
Franklin, Roosevelt, and Westfield High
School. I was also inducted into the
Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame as a
member of the State Champion 1991
Blue Devils soccer team. I went on to
obtain a full-ride scholarship at Villanova
University where I also met my wife. I
currently work at a prestigious global real
estate firm and am the senior vice-presi-
dent of finance. My wife and I are fortu-
nate to be raising our four young daugh-
ters in this beautiful town. My dedication
and commitment to our town is steadfast
during all stages of my life.

Since launching my campaign this past
spring, I have tirelessly walked the 2nd
ward meeting countless members of our
community. I set up a series of Neighbor-
hood Exchanges where I met with small
groups of neighbors with varied personal
and professional backgrounds. I listened
to their observations, opinions and ideas
regarding Westfield. These exchanges
were invaluable to me in ensuring that I
set an agenda for my time on the Council
that addresses the issues that Westfielders
care most about. Ultimately I found that
the issues people were most passionate
about were the ones that I too cared most
for, and already had a plan to address:

1. Union County taxes – The Union
County Board of Freeholders has in-
creased Westfield’s proportional tax bur-
den to $40 million per year, which repre-
sents a $11.2 million increase over the
last six years. This increase was purport-
edly to fund “operations.” Union County
has continuously increased its spending
and it is disproportionately being funded
by Westfield taxpayers.

My plan: First, we will prepare an
independent audit on the equalization
formula and tax ratios the county tax
board imposes each year. Before entering
the real estate sector, I audited counties
and municipalities and know exactly what
questions to ask, making sure we leave no
stone unturned. Secondly, we will create
a multi-town, bipartisan committee to
help devise an action plan. Together we
will review county services provided to
each town to ensure it is directly equiva-
lent to each town’s tax portion. This will
also allow us to see what services could
be streamlined, and how we may be able
to create synergies by working with other

towns on shared services.
2. Downtown shopping district – As is

the case all over America, online sales are
hurting brick and mortar businesses. And
Westfield’s beloved downtown shopping
district is no different. But our Town
Council, together with Downtown
Westfield Corporation, has done a great
job responding to these changing times
by making measured changes designed to
keep our shopping district vibrant and
current. In fact, and as a result of these
measures, Westfield’s retail occupancy
rate downtown has recently increased
from 88 percent to 91 percent – a signifi-
cant accomplishment. Westfield needs a
Council that can be agile and can respond
to needs as they arise, and before it be-
comes too late. If elected, I plan to con-
tinue this growth.

My plan: Leveraging my professional
expertise in real estate finance, I will
create a comprehensive strategic market-
ing plan that is focused on creating a
downtown that is dynamic and responds
to the desires of today’s consumer. For
example, I think downtown could benefit
from seasonal offerings and short-term,
temporary retail events that will satisfy
those consumers constantly looking for
something new. Brands worldwide are
looking for these types of opportunities,
and I will make sure that Westfield is an
attractive place for these businesses to
invest.

In addition, Westfield has a multitude
of interesting and successful home busi-
nesses and current retail trends are em-
bracing local, unique businesses. As a
community, we can support the growth of
many of these businesses by aligning
them with the right retail space. Shared
work spaces, for example, provide one
solution to help small businesses take on
space with less overhead costs than going
it alone. These homegrown businesses
can flourish downtown with the right
support and I plan to make that happen.

My passion, commitment, and compe-
tency is what Westfield needs to continue
pushing it forward. I will work with re-
lentless determination for what is right
for you and for Westfield. I am ready to
give back as much as Westfield has given
me.

I humbly ask for your vote on or before
Tuesday, November 7th.

James Corcoran
Westfield Ward 2 Candidate

Letter Was Misleading Concerning
Mayoral Candidate Shelley Brindle

Re-Elect Sam Della Fera, Our
Councilman and Neighbor

Residents of Westfield, please be
warned. Edward Stellingwerf’s Oc-
tober 11th opinion piece is mislead-
ing and misguided. In it, he suggests
Shelley Brindle is “entitled” and only
capable of “disingenuous com-
plaints.” Not true! Not even close.
Anyone who has spent any real time
with Shelley knows this characteriza-
tion is completely false. Reading it
compelled me to write to you. I want
to fix the injustice perpetrated by Mr.
Stellingwerf on behalf of the incum-
bent Mayor. Why is Mr. Stellingwerf’s
opinion misleading? Because he
doesn’t know Shelley. He is unin-
formed and has no foundation to make
his assertions. Whereas I’ve known
Shelley for more than half of my
career.

 I worked with her when she diag-
nosed problems and rallied people to
solve them generating record-break-
ing results. Not because she was en-
titled, but because Shelley genuinely
cared about the people around her,
she worked hard, and was relentless
in the quest for winning solutions.

And she always made it fun. Shelley
is successful because she inspires
people to exceed their own expecta-
tions of themselves. It’s remarkable
to witness and experience. Westfield
would be fortunate to have Shelley
Brindle as their Mayor. Why is Mr.
Stellingwerf misguiding you? Be-
cause it appears he wants you to find
fault, any fault, whether true or not, in
Shelley and to vote for the incumbent
Mayor. I imagine this would advance
his political ties. On the other hand, I
have no direct stake in the outcome of
the Westfield’s Mayoral election. I’m
not a resident of Westfield. I’m your
neighbor to the north in Ridgewood,
and a lifelong resident of NJ who
cares deeply about all parts of the
Garden State.

Significantly, I’m also a life-long
Republican who is urging you to care
more about quality leadership than
local political party ties, unlike Mr.
Stellingwerf would mislead you to
do.

Peter Ban
Ridgewood, NJ

A few years ago, on a cold night in
December, my husband was bringing
our recycling to the curb when he
noticed someone walking down our
street. The person stopped underneath
a streetlight that was out, and began
typing on his phone. As my husband
approached, Sam Della Fera, who
we’ve had the pleasure of knowing
since we moved to Westfield nine
years ago (my husband for longer),
turned and said hello. When Rob
asked Sam what he was doing, he
explained that he was reporting the
outage to PSE&G, then showed him
how to file a report using the serial
number on the pole.

Sam’s next statement to my hus-
band is what sets him apart as a coun-
cilman. He told Rob that every two
weeks, he walks different sections of
the ward in the evening to look for
streetlights that are out, drains that
are clogged, and potholes that need
repair. Sam does this because he cares
about us; I feel lucky to live in
Westfield every day knowing that
neighbors like Sam are leading our
town and looking out for us.

Anyone who has spoken to Sam or
seen what he does on a daily basis as

our councilman knows the real work
of representing others is hard. It isn’t
about photo opportunities, sitting on
a dais at council meetings, or titles. It
isn’t about flashy social media ads or
video productions – those are things
that matter to politicians. The won-
derful thing about living in our town
over the last nine years is that we are
not represented by politicians, but by
our neighbors. Sam is a great council-
man, and an even better friend and
neighbor.

I can think of a lot of positives to
describe Sam and the fantastic job he
has done working for us in the First
Ward. But perhaps the best word to
describe him is “here.” In uncertain
times, I know that Sam is here to
protect our property values, here to
ensure my kids are safe, here to walk
our Ward on those cold evenings to
be sure the lights are on. Sam is here
for us as a representative, here for us
as a friend and here for us as a neigh-
bor. I encourage all of us to keep Sam
here, as our First Ward councilman,
on November 7.

Michele Benacchio
Westfield

Westfield Has Thrived with
Leadership Of Mayor Andy Skibitsky
My husband and I moved to

Westfield 25 years ago. We moved
here because we recognized what a
wonderful place this would be to raise
a family, with amazing schools, a
vibrant downtown and the true sense
of community. I am proud to say that
Westfield has become even more de-
sirable and vibrant since we first
moved into town. One of the people
who has impacted our community in
a very positive way is our Mayor,
Andy Skibitsky. During his tenure he
has dedicated countless hours to his
office. He has an open door policy,
listening to the needs of the residents
and business owners and implement-
ing strategies that have kept our town
robust and an enviable place to live.

There have been many articles writ-
ten highlighting Mayor Skibitsky’s
accomplishments, and in truth his
accomplishments are almost too nu-
merous to count. I would like to break
them into three categories: 1) Fiscal
responsibility. During Andy’s term
he has kept our property taxes as low
as possible, has managed our fiscal
budget responsibly so that we have a
AAA bond rating and a budget sur-
plus. 2) Focus on our downtown. Andy
has advocated tirelessly for our down-
town to ensure that it continues to
thrive. He has increased parking

spaces, increased free parking hours,
adding free 15-minute parking spots,
changed antiquated liquor laws so
restaurants and diners can have more
options. He has implemented a Down-
town Task Force to look into ways to
increase pedestrian traffic and adapt
to the changing retail environment. 3)
Civic involvement. This category in-
cludes the numerous thing Andy has
done through the years which many
people do not know about. He attends
school events, ribbon-cutting ceremo-
nies for businesses, meets with faith
communities, scouting and sports
events, etc. He is a man who truly
loves the community he serves and is
fully invested in its future. Andy’s
unwavering passion for our commu-
nity has not diminished over time,
and I am grateful that he is seeking re-
election and wants to bring his expe-
rience and exuberance to the office
for another term.

Local politics is about community.
Westfield has thrived under Andy’s
leadership, and I am voting for him in
the upcoming election because I be-
lieve it will continue to thrive with his
commitment, experience and love for
Westfield.

Catherine Clifford
Westfield

Experience Matters; I Will Bring A
Fresh Perspective As Mayor

We’re lucky to live in a town with
talented and experienced people
working on our behalf in Town Hall.

Jim Gildea, for example, has been
our dedicated town administrator for
16 years. Don Sammet, our full-time
town planner, came to Westfield from
Asbury Park almost two years ago.
Our firemen, police officers, DPW
workers, and numerous town employ-
ees all work to keep us safe and the
town operating. We have four Town
Council members, with a collective
32+ years on the Council, who will
continue serving past this election for
at least two more years.

All of these folks bring decades of
municipal service and institutional
knowledge. While we benefit from
their years of practical experience,
we need someone with the skills to
succeed today, and a vision for the
future — a new voice and fresh ap-
proach that provides ideas and new
solutions for the challenges we face.

I experienced the benefit of this
first hand at HBO when I led the team
of tenured employees on a mission to
launch HBO’s first streaming service
when Netflix was emerging as a
streaming competitor. We did it, and
HBO Go not only transformed our
business, but ensured the long-term
relevancy of the network. This com-
bination of experience, vision, and a
new approach, from folks who’d been
with HBO for decades working along-
side our newest hires, ignited a wave
of innovation at our company and
record achievements.

That same urgency to bring a fresh
perspective to Westfield compelled
me to meet with various municipal
experts to seek context, understand-
ing, and best practices for the chal-

lenges our town is facing today. I’ve
had the pleasure of spending time
with the Mayors of Summit, Fanwood,
Cranford and South Orange. I’ve also
met with municipal finance experts to
complement my years of managing a
$4.5B business, as well as affordable
housing, parking, and economic de-
velopment experts from Princeton,
Cranford and Morristown.

My family and I have lived in
Westfield for 23 years. From being
the Girl Scout Cookie mom, a mem-
ber of the Washington School show, a
board member of the Westfield Day
Care Center and The Westfield Foun-
dation, I’ve seen the best of our com-
munity. My husband Kip blazed his
own trail as the first male president of
the Washington School PTO (and
school show fan favorite!), serving as
Cub Scout leader, basketball coach,
Westfield Boosters member and regu-
lar volunteer at the VA. And, we’ve
both been on the sidelines of sports
fields cheering on our three kids. Like
a lot of us in town, commitment and
service to Westfield is a family effort.

These professional, community and
personal experiences inform the
Mayor I will be. A leader who will
bring a fresh perspective, and usher
in a new era of accountability. A leader
who knows when to rely on experi-
enced experts and how to pull in the
talents of a community to achieve a
shared vision. That’s the leader I was
at HBO, and it’s the Mayor I will be
for you in Westfield.

I look forward to serving as your
full-time volunteer Mayor and hum-
bly ask for your vote on November 7.

Shelley Brindle
Candidate for Westfield Mayor

Our Town And Prop. Values Are Too
Important to Put In Hands of Novices
This year’s local election is not just

about getting people elected whom
we know and like; it is about preserv-
ing the character and economic well-
being of our town. The Mayor and I
have a record of doing just that. Are
political newcomers with no munici-
pal governance experience likely to
do the same?

Take the following example. In July
2015, the Fair Share Housing Center,
an affordable housing advocacy
group, filed in state court its calcula-
tions for each town’s alleged afford-
able housing need through 2025. Us-
ing the New Jersey Supreme Court’s
decisions in the Mt. Laurel cases,
which held that every town has an
obligation to provide affordable hous-
ing, Fair Share is suing towns through-
out the state, including Westfield, to
compel them to allow high-density
development sufficient to meet an
alleged local “need” for affordable
housing units.

For Westfield, Fair Share argued in
court that our town, with fewer than
10,000 homes, needed an additional
1,600 units of affordable housing. Of
course, no developer is willing to
develop housing containing only af-
fordable units, because there is little
profit in that. Rather, developers use
the Mt. Laurel decisions and Fair
Share as swords to build high-density
market-rate units with a partial set
aside for affordable ones (typically
10 percent to 20 percent). Thus, in
order to construct the 1,600 afford-

able units that Fair Share said were
needed in town, a total of 8,000 to
16,000 units would have to be built,
doubling the town’s population.

Where would these buildings go?
How tall would they be? What would
be the impact on class size in our
schools, on our police and fire staff-
ing needs, on traffic and pedestrian
safety? Thanks in large part to
Westfield’s experienced leadership,
we need not worry about the answers
to those questions. The town has
settled the lawsuit brought by Fair
Share, so that for the foreseeable fu-
ture high-density housing is not going
to be built in places like the Armory,
in the heart of our downtown, or the at
far end of Prospect Street – each of
which was a possibility.

Would political newcomers, with
no municipal governance experience,
have been able to achieve the same
result? How are the newcomers in
Cranford doing on the affordable
housing issue? Unlike Westfield, our
next door neighbors are facing pend-
ing applications to build more than
1,100 housing units. What exactly is
the “change” that the local opposition
promises to bring to Westfield? Our
families, our town, and our property
values are too important to put in the
hands of novices.

Experience matters. I have it. Please
vote for proven leadership on No-
vember 7.

Sam Della Fera
Westfield Ward 1 Councilman

Fostering Two-Way Dialogue With
Westfield Ward 3 Voters

As I’ve campaigned door to door
since April and talked to well over
1,000 voters in Ward 3, I’ve been
surprised by how few residents know
either of their Ward 3 Town Council-
man. I’ve been even more surprised
by how few Ward 3 residents say
they’ve ever been asked by either of
their current Councilman “what’s on
your mind” or “what do you think the
town should do about a particular
issue like the downtown vacancy
rate.” To me, two-way dialogue is
essential to a healthy and effective
voter-councilman relationship and
effective government.

My goal is to represent Ward 3
voters differently and better. If I’m
elected on Nov. 7, I’ll foster a mean-
ingful two-way dialogue with Ward 3
voters because I want to make sure I
hear from you and you hear from me.
Here’s how:

Send Out Regular Updates So
You’re Informed. I’ll send out up-
dates to Ward 3 voters so you know
what’s going on in the town, major
issues being discussed and changes
that have occurred. This doesn’t hap-
pen all the time today. For example,
when the recycling guidelines were
recently changed, no official update
occurred, which is unfortunate be-
cause this is a positive change that
saves residents time. I want to make
sure you’re informed and never sur-
prised.

Be Accessible 24/7. I’ll be very
accessible so you can share ques-
tions, concerns or even praise. You’ll
always be able to reach me via email,
mobile phone, landline, by mail or
just by stopping by my home.

Distribute Surveys to Find Out
What’s On Your Mind. I’ll send out
surveys to Ward 3 voters periodically

so I can find out what you think. I’ll
ask your opinion on key town issues
and your overall satisfaction with the
town and its government. That way,
I’ll be able to more effectively repre-
sent you on the Town Council. As a
marketing executive, this type of
market research is second nature to
me and I’ve found in my career that
it’s a very effective way of finding out
what thousands of people think
quickly and efficiently. If you’d like
to make sure you’re on the list to
receive a survey, please email me at
david@contractforwestfield.com.

Make Government More Acces-
sible To You. I believe it’s important
for government to be more accessible
to voters in ways that are more conve-
nient to you and your schedule. I’ll
advocate setting up additional ways
that voters can participate in Town
Council meetings including live
streaming and offering a dial-in num-
ber. And I’ll push for a web-based
question-and-answer system so any
voter can submit a question, com-
ment or request to anyone in the gov-
ernment and receive a prompt re-
sponse.

 By developing a successful two-
way dialogue with voters, your town
government will be more responsive
to you. And it will enable me, if I’m
elected, to be a better Ward 3 Town
Councilman representing you. If
you’d like to see these types of
changes, please vote “Contract for
Council” for Ward 3 on Election Day
(11/7). Please feel free to share your
thoughts by emailing me at
david@contractforwestfield.com.
Thanks!

David Contract,
Westfield Ward 3 Candidate

Westfield’s Town Council Needs a
Finance Professional

Westfield needs a finance profes-
sional on its Town Council. This is not
a criticism of any Councilman/woman
who has served, some for multiple
terms. I think all residents of Westfield
are grateful for the men and women
who have stepped up to offer their time
and talent as members of the govern-
ing board of our town, all for the
princely sum of $1 per year. But that
does not negate the need for a finance
professional on the Council.

The primary function of the Town
Council is to make sure that Westfield
operates well and according to a bud-
get. Currently those annual budgets
are recommended by a board of nine
professionals, the majority of whom
are lawyers, and a Finance Commit-
tee, also chaired by a lawyer.

I like lawyers. In fact, I am married
to a very good one. I would, however,
never ask him to chair a Finance
Committee.

I am running for Town Council
because I think my skills can be addi-
tive to those the Council currently
has. I am a finance professional. I
started out my career on Wall Street
working for The Chase Manhattan
Bank. I completed Chase’s credit
training program in 1989 when it was
one of the most lauded on the Street.
At Chase, I was an internal credit
auditor traveling the world to review
the Bank’s credit portfolios, and then
joined the corporate finance team
lending to the airline industry, ex-
press package carriers, and the de-
fense and transportation industries. I
then moved to D.C. and took a posi-

tion at the Overseas Private Invest-
ment Corporation where I led a team
structuring long-term financing for
infrastructure projects in emerging
markets while obtaining my MBA
from Wharton. For the past 20 years,
I have worked with two partners to
build a firm helping investors tap into
the resources of government money
available to support economic devel-
opment in emerging markets. We have
raised $11+ billion for more than
1,000 companies by writing effective
business plans reflective of sound
proforma financial modeling. I help
companies structure their great busi-
ness ideas into successful public pri-
vate partnerships—ones that are prof-
itable, impactful and attractive to eq-
uity investors and lenders alike.

On the Council, I can help Westfield
structure great business ideas into suc-
cessful public private partnerships—
ones that are profitable, impactful and
attractive to taxpayers and residents
alike. And in addition to providing a
new revenue stream to our town, these
businesses can offer vital services to
improve our quality of life.

I attract new clients to my firm
every year based on my track record
of closing successful, profitable trans-
actions that achieve enviable returns
on the capital investment made up
front, and on the Town Council I can
accomplish those same financial re-
sults for you. I humbly ask for your
vote on November 7th.

Linda Habgood
Candidate for Council Ward One
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I Am Appalled By Vendetta Being
Carried Out By My Political Party

For those of the readers that don’t
know me and for the sake of transpar-
ency, I would like to begin this letter
by stating that yes, I am a close, long-
time friend of Council President Sara
Todisco. I am also a fourth-generation
resident of Garwood and received a
rather disturbing mailer a few days
ago. This letter, however, has very
little to do with my relationship to the
woman attacked in the mailer and
more to do with the fact that I am a
registered Republican and I am ap-
palled by the vendetta being carried
out by my political party.

In a town as close-knit as Garwood,
I tend to think that one of the most
important components of local lead-
ership is bipartisan cooperation. When
the Garwood Republican Party mailed

out this type of slanderous, hateful,
and generally distasteful literature,
they made it clear to the Democrats in
the town that they were not at all
interested in working together to make
our town the best that it could be. It is
a gross misrepresentation of many of
the conservative voters in town and I
refuse to let myself be associated with
it.

Furthermore, on October 13, 2017,
Republican candidates Collings and
McCormack stated on their campaign
Facebook page that they “spoke to
Sara Todisco on a Tuesday night and
told her that (they) weren’t in it for
dirty politics.” This is just one of the
many contradictions between what
their page says and what their party is
doing. Are we to believe that the Re-
publican Party in Garwood is so frac-
tured that they cannot even align them-
selves with their own candidates? Or
is all of this the campaign’s way of
providing themselves with an alibi
while still getting away with playing
rough?

It is becoming clear to me that the
Republican Party lacks a platform.
What do they plan to do if they are
elected? If they do know, they cer-
tainly don’t know how to communi-
cate it to the residents. It does, how-
ever, appear that they are resorting to
playground bullying tactics. Rather
than building up their own candidates,
they are aiming to tear down their
opponents, which I have concluded
indicates a lack of preparedness.

I was raised in this town. I was
raised as a member of the Church of
Saint Anne. I was raised to believe
that you told the truth, regardless of
how much you could benefit from
distorting it. I was also raised to know
that every person in this town is my
neighbor and that I should be kind and
courteous to them, even if we don’t
always agree. I feel that, as a commu-
nity, we can easily forget some of the
most important values that we were
taught. I am disappointed in the Re-
publican Party and I hope that people
can see the truth behind all of the
poisonous things being said this cam-
paign season, regardless of personal
political affiliation.

Sarah Frazier
Garwood

I Am Honored to Be On Ballot to
Serve You as Fanwood Councilman

My name is Anthony “Coach”
Carter and with the utmost humility, I
am honored to be on the ballot to serve
you as Councilman in this great Bor-
ough of Fanwood, NJ.

Over 22 years ago, my family began
to immerse itself in this fine and bu-
colic community. I am the proud dad
of a daughter, Toni, 22, and three boys
– Jayson, 15; Brett, 10, and Aidan, 8.

Apart from God and family, noth-
ing pleases me more than when I am
walking and hear someone call out
“Hey Coach Carter” and I am met
with a huge smile and hug.

My life has been as a picture of life’s
travails and hard-fought successes.
Throughout it all, I have been able to
uphold my unabashed commitment to
moving forward my community spe-
cifically and mankind as a whole.

Some may ask, “Is Coach Carter a
Yes Man?” ABSOLUTELY!! Not to
any one individual or group, but a
resounding YES to my constituents
and neighbors!

YES to supporting the ideas of our
residents in a meaningful and fiscally
responsible manner.

YES to continuing to be the voice of
those in our community that may oth-
erwise be silenced.

YES to upholding the core prin-
ciple of democracy – ALL voices will
be heard.

YES to utilizing my wealth of expe-
rience and resources to continue to
build a better Fanwood.

These are just a few of the reasons
why former Fanwood Republican
Councilmen, Mike Szuch and Anthony
Parenti, have stated that they fully
endorse and will vote for Anthony
Carter and Russ Huegel in the upcom-
ing election.

My twenty-two plus years of ser-
vice to our community includes (but is

not limited to) the following: Recre-
ation Commissioner and secretary of
our Recreation Commission; collabo-
rated with members of our commu-
nity, recreation Commission, Free-
holders, Borough Council and our
Mayor, Colleen Mahr, to spearhead
the successful design, development
and construction of our skate park at
Forest Road Park and numerous im-
provements to our recreation facilities
and programs, and Commissioner of
the Summer Basketball League.

My educational accomplishments
include: Studies at Columbia Univer-
sity, Stevens Institute of Technology,
NJIT and UCC; degree in psychology
with a concentration in education from
Columbia University; degree in psy-
chology from UCC. My graduation
ceremonies from UCC and Columbia
occurred on the same day and are
chronicled in an extensive article and
filmed documentary by the Star Led-
ger and NJ.com, “Mr. Blue Collar/
White Collar.”

I have been employed by the Town-
ship of Irvington as a municipal compli-
ance supervisor since 1986; member of
Local 164, IBEW Construction Union;
since 1990, a licensed electrical con-
tractor. Donated labor to install the base-
ball scoreboard at LaGrande Park.

This submission is limited to 500
words. See more at https://
www.fanwooddems.com/candidates

I humbly ask that you come out on
Tuesday, November 7 – Election Day
– and vote for Anthony Carter and
Russ Huegel as well as Angela
Garretson for Freeholder and Phil
Murphy for Governor and the Demo-
cratic Team.

Thank you for the consideration
and continued support.

Anthony “Coach” Carter
Candidate for Fanwood Council

I Support Russ Graham
and Sara Todisco

Confidently and with great enthusi-
asm, I have had the good fortune to
work with both of them in our volun-
teer capacity for several years.

In the years that I served on the
Board of Education with Mr. Graham,
I had the opportunity to witness first-
hand the many contributions he made.
His astute business acumen and sound
judgment were crucial to the Board.
He served as our Building and Grounds
Chair, a member of the Negotiation
Committee and as Liaison to the Gov-
erning Body. His input was invaluable
as he consistently provided sensible
insights in all the Board’s delibera-
tions and decisions.

In her capacity as the Education
Foundation of Garwood president, I
have had the opportunity to directly
observe Sara Todisco’s drive and dedi-
cation to our community. Her bound-
less energy, pride and love for our
community is apparent. Under her
direct tenure, the EFG has grown and
successfully advance its mission of
support for the school community.

Russell Graham and Sara Todisco
have served the Borough of Garwood
with proven dedication, integrity and
distinction. I wholeheartedly support
their willingness to continue serving
our community.

Adele Lewis
Garwood

Fanwood Kranz Endorses DEMs
For Fanwood Borough Council

I’m writing to heartily endorse
Councilman Russ Huegel for re-elec-
tion and Anthony “Coach” Carter for
election to the Fanwood Borough
Council. I also urge our residents to
vote YES on the ballot question ask-
ing them to approve a bond issue by
the state of $125 million for library
repairs and maintenance.

Russ is a three-term Councilman
who is experienced at budget matters
and concerned about the ever-grow-
ing burden of the school tax on our
residents, a tax that commands 60
percent of our total tax bill in
Fanwood. As chairman of the Public
Works Committee for six years, he
oversaw millions of dollars in street
and infrastructure repairs and was
extremely accessible to the public
about the disruptions some of those
projects might have incurred. He cur-
rently chairs our Administration and
Finance committee which makes de-
cisions on how almost every dollar of
taxpayer money is spent.

He is honest and honorable with no
hidden agenda. Anthony has a calling
to public service. He has spent many
years coaching various sports in our
town to the benefit of thousands of
young people, many of whom still
call him “coach.” He is a working
man with a family who came up from
hard times and earned two degrees
and is a professor/lecturer at Rutgers
University and other institutions.

As a lifelong electrical contractor,
he has served as general foreman on
many projects including the $8-bil-
lion restoration of rail service from
Jersey City to the WTC after 9/11. As
one of our Recreation Commission-
ers, Anthony’s volunteer service has
helped guide our town through many
projects including the skate park,
renovation of the LaGrande Park ten-
nis courts, numerous events includ-
ing the Easter egg hunt and the Party
in the Park and pending improve-
ments to Forest Road Park. Anthony
seeks to bring his volunteerism to the
next level by serving our town at the
Council level.

Recent remarks by the Republican
council candidate cry out for a re-
sponse. So far, his main criticism of
our governing body is that it’s popu-

lated only by Democrats and that this
implies some kind of nondescript,
back-room political intrigue result-
ing in frequent unanimous “yes” votes.
If the Republican candidate would
show up at a regular council meeting
once in awhile, he would know that is
not true. We have plenty of disagree-
ments over plenty of issues (three-
way stop signs, the library renova-
tion, parking fees to name three).

Everything this council has done in
my five years of involvement has
been done in public at multiple meet-
ings (at least two a month in the
Council chambers) and meetings held
in community settings. Our residents
wouldn’t have it any other way and,
oh yes, it’s the law.

Our mayor won re-election unop-
posed. Our last two council elections
also saw no opposition to incum-
bents. I believe the voters of Fanwood
vote for people, not parties, and our
people have earned their places at the
Council table. Finally, the idea that
the discussion about our library’s res-
toration or expansion has been held
behind closed doors shows sheer ig-
norance. Anyone who has a clue about
what’s gone on in our town knows
that this has been discussed numer-
ous times in public at our regular
meetings, at a special meeting held in
the Carriage House a year ago and at
two public forums at the library itself
at which the mayor and council mem-
bers were present.

The library board’s current expan-
sion plan is very expensive for a small
town, and so there’s been concern in
the Council over just how much tax-
payer money should be spent on this
resource. All eyes are on the voters on
November 7th as they decide whether
the state should issue $125 million in
general obligation bonds for library
repairs statewide. While it’s true that
New Jersey has a huge amount of
debt already, this is a necessary in-
vestment in a resource that is a center-
piece in our town and others that
citizens will see come back to them in
many positive ways. Please get out
and vote on November 7th!

Tom Kranz
Fanwood Councilman

I Believe My Background Will Be
Helpful On Westfield BOE

I was fortunate enough to have been
raised in Westfield and educated in its
public schools, graduating from
Westfield High in 2000. After gradu-
ating from the University of Colorado
at Boulder in 2004, I lived and worked
in Manhattan before relocating last
year with my wife Kristen (also a
Westfield native) and our two sons
Brady and Reed (ages 4 and 2) back to
our home town with excitement at the
privilege of providing our children the
same outstanding community and edu-
cation that our parents provided us.

It is with the same sense of privilege
that I am standing for election to the
Westfield Board of Education. As the
son of two career educators (a profes-
sor and a vice-principal) whose
dinnertime conversations seemed al-
ways to be one way or another about the
value of education, I am particularly
mindful of and thankful for the great
preparation for a productive and re-
warding life that the Westfield schools
provided me, and I want, in return, to
contribute all I can to preserving and
enhancing Westfield’s impressive tra-
dition of educational excellence in ev-
erything from academics and athletics
to the formation of good character and
civic responsibility.

As a senior director of client ser-
vices for the digital marketing tech-
nology firm Epsilon, an Alliance Data
Systems company, managing our siz-
able business relationship with a New
Jersey headquartered Fortune-35-com-
pany, I believe my acumen in budget-
ing, resource allocation, and outcomes
assessment will be applicable to some
chief duties of the school board. I also
hope to make my professional exper-
tise in digital marketing and data man-

agement of use to the district in devel-
oping opportunities for our students
to learn the effective, prudent, and
safe navigation of their online pres-
ences in the online marketplace with
all its new identity-driven marketing
practices that are to dominate their
lives as consumers.

I will devote myself to learning all
that I can about the district’s current
initiatives and challenges — the feasi-
bility of an all-day kindergarten and
the best management of PARCC test-
ing, for instance — and I will put my
unique perspective (as a Westfield
native) and talents to their most con-
structive use. I especially want to help
the board’s efforts to inform residents
about the district’s accomplishments
and needs and its efforts, in turn, to
keep the district as responsive as pos-
sible to the needs of our residents. I
believe my deep familiarity with the
town and especially with its current
generation of child-rearing families
(such as my own) equip me well to
help along these lines.

I am eager to serve in any way
possible the town and schools that I
love, and now is an especially promis-
ing time to do so. Some modest reform
of state funding this year has gained
the district a meaningful increase in
aid, and perhaps more is to follow.
With such additional funding, the
Westfield schools, already excellent,
are poised to flourish as never before.
I can imagine no greater privilege... or
responsibility... than to help steer the
district to what I am confident will be
an ever brighter future, and I ask for
your vote.

Simon Cirasa
Westfield BOE Candidate

I Support Shelly Brindle for Mayor
And Linda Habgood for Ward 1

The residents of Westfield love our
town as a standard of excellence but
we cannot rest on our laurels. We, like
all towns and cities today, must con-
tinually evolve to meet the fast-paced
changes in the financial and retail
environment of today’s world. We
must change our approach and pre-
pare Westfield for the coming years.
In order to do that, we need new
leaders with vision and enthusiasm.
Both are critical if we are to success-
fully face these challenges. With new
leadership, we can achieve progress
and immediate action.

Our town needs individuals in gov-
ernment who have experience in the
business world and who have proven
analytical and leadership skills. These
are the characteristics that candidates
for our mayor and town council mem-
bers must have. Shelley Brindle, can-
didate for mayor, and Linda Habgood,
candidate for Ward 1 council person,
are two candidates who have these
skills. Shelley and Linda understand
that you need to continue to evolve and
change in this fast-paced digital world.

Shelley Brindle and Linda Habgood
are also proponents of an updated,
revised master plan. Westfield has a
master plan from 2002. Ask your-
selves, are there any businesses run-
ning today using a 15 year-old master
plan? Shelley has already met with
leaders of other towns and munici-
palities to understand their “best prac-
tices.” Linda has knocked on nearly
1,500 doors in Ward 1 to meet with her

neighbors to hear their ideas. Have
you read Shelley’s ideas to address
our downtown parking problem and
Linda’s 2017 platform for change?
Their vision is an amalgam of proven
best practices and new ideas from our
Westfield citizens. Shelley and Linda
are the proven leaders who will forge
ahead with positive solutions for our
town.

It is time for new leadership in our
town government. We have virtually
had the same mayor and town council
members for the past 12 years. Resi-
dents have offered their valuable ideas
and solutions during this time; but
they have not been enacted. I know
this from first-hand experience. In
2004 , I helped lead a citizen town
parking task force which conducted
months of research resulting in a sub-
stantive parking solution submitted to
the mayor. The mayor at that time
ignored the traffic findings and de-
cided to build a parking deck in a
location that did not fit with the find-
ings. Mayor McDermott made his plan
as part of the election and the plan was
defeated 78 to 22 percent. Very little
has been done since then to solve our
downtown parking problem.

For these reasons, I encourage my
friends and neighbors to get out and
vote for Shelley Brindle and Linda
Habgood on November 7th. I know
they will take positive action to meet
the challenges Westfield faces today.

Jim Baker
Westfield

There Appears To Be Shortage Of
Parking For South Ave. Development
Dear Garwood Council and Plan-

ning Board: Recently, the issue of
adequate parking again has arisen,
that Garwood faces insufficient proper
parking for persons such as:
Firefighters during call and station,
seniors during their club meetings
and exercise classes, the Borough
Hall employees, the District 2 polling
place during elections, the promised
spots for the downtown addition at
105 Center Street that the planning
board agreed as to give approval.

I understand that presently there
are negotiations ongoing with Russo
South Avenue Developers for the
property next to the firehouse. As of
this writing our governing bodies has
received from Russo nine additional
parking spots that is in addition to the
nine existing spots at the firehouse
for a total of 18 parking spots. From
the persons and activity requirements
listed in first paragraph, it appears we
are woefully short by multiples. By
random observation of existing con-
ditions, there are normally five static
municipal vehicles along with ap-
proximately 10 municipal employee
vehicles and during fire calls adds
another 5-10 and/or senior meetings,
another 15-20. These are only ap-
proximations and could exceed these
numbers on possibly many other days.

There appears to be a dire shortage
found. We have not given thought to
normally the needs for the fire dept.
maintenance where they roll out their
hosing and equipment in the open
parking lot many times a year and that
takes up lots of space.

If our gov. bodies do not want to
use the tool of eminent domain for its
heavy lifting even though it was in-
jected and approved into the redevel-
opment process, then, for your nego-
tiations, I proposed a possible easy
resolution, for both sides to consider
and receive an advantage:

Proposal: Russo noted that he has
480 parking spots in his parking ga-
rage at Russo One project on the
north side of South Avenue. He has
also stated he has 47 miscellaneous
parking spots within that garage,
which works out to near 10 percent
being unused. Since the garage is in
the back of the project against the
tracks, and thus entails a longer walk

to the boro center and across our “F”
rated dangerous South and Center
intersection, these 47 spots could eas-
ily be addressed in the solution as
follows. Russo notes the parking ga-
rage construction will cost $8.2 mil-
lion. Using 10 percent of this value
(for the 47 unused spots) that works
out to $800,000 for that portion. In
other words, if those 47 spots are
deleted there could be a “raw” sav-
ings of $800,000 excluding any
derates since it’s actually not a strait
deduct. Across the street, the parking
lots have a rough assessed normal
land value by realty docs of $600,000
to $1 million/acre. So the $800,000
savings from the unused spots in the
garage could be used against the value
of the land next to the garage. This
works out in essence to be approxi-
mately one acre. However, derates
come into play on the Russo side, and
our boro requirements do not need
that full acre on the boro’s side of
negotiation. An acre of land would
provide easily 150 parking spots. At
most we would need 1/3, maybe ½ an
acre to provide the additional suffi-
cient spots to satisfy our parking needs
from the first paragraph. That means
Russo gives up $300-400,000 in land
value, against his savings of the “raw”
$800,000 from the garage downsize.

Considerations in moving forward
is how his logistics would be of his
townhomes at Russo 2, plus his sur-
rendered unused 47 spots. However,
he noted that people can walk across
the street from his garage, and so if
this proposal is acceptable, his Russo
1 projects then dictates his miscella-
neous people if they need to park,
then they can walk across the street.

The residents cannot stress enough
that the direction these redevelop-
ments projects are going, our dire
parking shortage situation will end up
being exacerbated after final devel-
opment is done with Russo 1 and 2.
Critical thinking must be ramped up
to resolve this pending travesty fac-
ing the boro and its public good.

I can be reached at my cell if any
further questions and help you may
require.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Change for The Sake of Change:
Let The Buyer Beware

With mounting concern, I have read
several letters to the editor address-
ing the upcoming mayoral election in
Westfield. Several of these letters have
a common theme. They acknowledge
the competence, decency, and con-
siderable accomplishments of Mayor
Skibitsky. They then call for a change.
Isn’t there something missing?

Unfortunately, similar calls for
“change for the sake of change” has
resulted in our current occupant of
the White House. Don’t get me wrong.
I am not suggesting that mayor candi-
date Brindle in any way resembles
that occupant. I applaud her private
sector accomplishments and desire to
become involved in local government.
I am suggesting, however, that the

thought process, or more precisely
the absence of a thought process, that
contributed to our President’s elec-
tion should not be repeated in our
mayoral election.

Let’s dispassionately look at the
candidates record of public service
and accomplishment. Let’s scrutinize
what they have done and what they
propose. In any context, have these
candidates demonstrated that they can
overcome opposition and convert
their proposals into reality?

Let’s not short-circuit this critical
analysis by reflexively acting upon
slogans calling for change.

Ellen Cronin
Westfield

Elected Official Means You Need To Be
Creative And Open To New Ideas

I have lived in Fanwood for 12
years with my wife and two daugh-
ters, and serving as your Councilman
has been a privilege. There is still
work to do, and we will accomplish it
together and that’s why I am running
for another term.

For the past 10 years, I, along with
my Council colleagues and our Mayor
have redeveloped the downtown and
have shown the state how a small
town can thrive. This is only the be-
ginning, our next step must be to push
smart reasonable development along
the South Ave. corridor to increase the
borough’s tax receipts and to continue
our commitment to deliver services at
the lowest cost possible. We were
recently awarded an $800,000 grant,
the largest in our history, to help us
with our plans along the South Av-
enue corridor.

Increasing revenues is only one side
of how to make Fanwood fiscally
sound. I see further opportunities to
share services with other communi-
ties in order to bring you the services
you need while maintaining a tight
budget. Our curbside recycling pro-
gram is an example of a successful
shared service. There are more un-
tapped opportunities that show prom-
ise which will make our local govern-
ment smarter and more efficient. Be-
ing an elected official means you need

to be creative and open to new ideas.
I will continue to fight for shared
services that make sense for Fanwood.

I am proud of our continuing rela-
tionship with Garwood in which we
provide management of their Public
Works, and this year we provided the
same management service to our
neighbor Scotch Plains when they had
a retirement. Not only are we cutting
costs, we are leading the way in these
efforts.

Our parks are great but we need to
be constantly looking at ways to im-
prove them so they meet the needs of
all Fanwoodians. The pavilion in
LaGrande Park and the walking path
at Forest Road Park were great addi-
tions. I, with Council, and my running
mate Anthony Carter who sits on the
Recreation Commission, are working
on a five-year improvement plan for
Forest Road Park, so it continues to be
a destination for active Fanwoodians.

There is never a shortage of issues
to move forward on in Fanwood and
we have a great team here in Fanwood
which is why I’m asking voters to
return me to the Council to continue to
be part of it. I hope you share this
vision and support myself and my
running mate, Anthony “Coach” Carter
on Election Day, November 7.

Russell Huegel
Fanwood Councilman

I Have Deliberately Avoided Questions
Of Cost And Property Taxes

I wish to respond to the letter pub-
lished on behalf of Fanwood Library
Board of Trustees regarding the pro-
posal to construct a new library. Re-
gardless of whether Mr. Walter’s origi-
nal comments were taken in context or
not, certain things need to be said.

The library proposal was indeed
discussed openly. I attended many of
the meetings. The Council did raise
questions – personally I wish they had
raised more because I would also say
that much of what has passed for com-
munity discussion constituted “preach-
ing to the choir.” I will say without
equivocation that the petition drive
did not represent a cross-section of the
community...almost by definition pe-
titions are a function of how they are
framed, and are self-selecting.

None of this is necessarily wrong or
underhanded – building momentum
and consensus to get anything done in
a political process is arduous, and the
Trustees are actually to be applauded
for what they have accomplished to
this point. But here is the thing about
momentum: sometimes you get
steamrollered into making bad deci-
sions just to get anything done at all. It
just happens.

One thing that was emphasized in
all the discussions I attended was the
fact that the original report was based
on a specific set of parameters. I would
agree without hesitation that, based
narrowly on those parameters, the pro-
posal in the report represents the best
solution possible to the problems
plaguing the current facility.

I fully understand that at this point
no one would wish to reopen any of it
and take a step back – not least be-
cause the opportunity exists to get
some help with funding should the
November Library Bond issue be
passed. However, at the time the re-
port was done there was no siting

flexibility.
Circumstances have changed. The

former Recycling Center is now a po-
tential alternative, offering parking and
an equally-central location that would
offer a more-logical basis for partici-
pation with Scotch Plains and the BOE
than previous proposals along these
lines (Full Disclosure: I was against
the original proposed merger with the
SP Library and the construction of the
facility proposed at the time due to
cost and siting). The integrity of the
neighborhood surrounding the current
library site could be maintained (in-
deed, a gazebo would be more in keep-
ing with the current site than at Forest
Road Park). My ideal solution (absent
complete County regionalization
which is a likely non-starter) would be
to repurpose an existing school build-
ing (or portion thereof) for a library
and community space if and when the
BOE decides to upgrade its facilities,
but at this point even I would concede
that to be speculative at best.

I have deliberately avoided ques-
tions of cost and property taxes. It may
sound crass to some, but I will shame-
lessly admit that it is getting more and
more difficult to “cover the property
tax nut” every year, and incremental
tax costs do not exist in vacuum – they
just pile up on top of normal day-to-
day increases. Make no mistake – I
value the Library – my daughter lived
there as a child – and do not question
the need to invest in the future. I do
increasingly question whether my fam-
ily can stay to pay for it and other
budgetary needs. Suffice to say that I,
like the Trustees, simply wish maxi-
mum value for dollars spent.

Unfortunately, I also think accom-
plishing that may require a rethink.

Michael Lewis
Fanwood

Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21
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 NOVEMBER 2017   WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY EVENTS 
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

Hours: Mon-Thurs  9:30 am - 9:00 pm  Fri & Sat 9:30 am - 5:00 pm   
Sunday  1:00-5:00 pm 

Closed November 11 for Veterans Day 
Closing at 5:00 pm on November 22 and Closed November 23 for Thanksgiving 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS  CHECK WEBSITE FOR ALL SIGN UP INFO 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN  Check website for sign up information 

11/3  1:30 pm TGIF! Dream of Life-Patti Smith (video) 

11/8  2:00 pm Create a Resume in Word (Part 1 of 2) 

11/8  7:00 pm Tribute to the Grammys with singer Stan Edwards 

11/10  1:30 pm TGIF! The Making of West Side Story (video) 

11/14  6:30 pm Watch an Indian Cooking Demonstration 

11/17  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie: Mamma Mia 

11/2 10:30 am 3’s on Thursdays Storytime 

11/3  3:45 pm Chess Club for Kids-No age    
restriction but players must know 
how to move the pieces 

11/4 10:00 am Paws to Read-Beginning readers 
read to library dogs 

11/6, 13, 20, 27 10:00 am Yoga Storytime  2-5 years old. 
Caregiver attends. Stories & yoga.  

11/8, 15, 22, 29 10:30 am Zumba Fun  2-5 years old. Care-
giver or parent attends with child.  

11/17 10:00 am All about Thanksgiving  3+years.  
Stories and crafts. Caregiver stays. 

11/21  6:30 pm Evening LEGO Club 5+years 

150-152 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090 

(908) 789-9696    njwa2@aol.com 
www.njworkshopforthearts.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Preschool Music Class 
Now Accepting 3-5 Year-Olds 

 

Call for your FREE TRIAL today! 

 Music Lessons for All Ages 

 Performing Ensembles 

 Music Store & Rentals 

 Music Therapy 

 Programs for Kids With 

Special Needs 

 Alexander Technique 

OUT OF SIGHT

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

908-232-4407    sales@goleader.com

in

ADVERTISE         REGULARLY

DON’T LET YOUR BUSINESS BE

OUT OF MIND
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Professor Marston and the Wonder Women
La Différence to the Rescue

3 popcorns

BEST OF THE BEST...Westfield’s marching band was recognized as having the
Best Drum Majors at the U.S. Bands competition at Hillsborough High School last
weekend. Westfield High School Seniors Nadia Matin and Ben Kevelson and
Junior Mary Joy Sidhom received the award at the competition. The Drum
Majors are the central cogs in the band’s wheel, keeping the musicians marching
to the same beat and the band running like a well-oiled machine. Simply Distorted,
the band’s 2017 show, aims to challenge the audience by distorting their percep-
tion of sound and sight. The band will next be competing in the New Jersey State
Championships at Rutgers University on Saturday, October 28, and can next be
seen in Westfield at the home football game at Kehler Stadium on Saturday,
November 4, when they will be hosting the eighth-grade musicians who may join
the band next year.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JUGGING AROUND...On October 14 the Back Porch Jugband with Gary
Cohen, John LaSala and Mark Toman entertain patrons of Mara's Cafe and
Bakery in Fanwood. The casual spot on 250 South Avenue features live music
every Saturday night from 7 to 9 p.m.

Westfield Weavers Guild to
Hold Annual Holiday Show

 Public Invited to Music
From the Heart of Europe

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

I was a terrible grammar school
student. Bored out of my mind, I
survived the droning lessons by draw-
ing cars and baseball stadiums. It also
didn’t help that I was rather sleepy in
class, the result of loving, liberal par-
ents who allowed me to watch old
movies on TV way past a growing
boy’s acceptable bedtime. The one
exception to this unsatisfactory scho-
lasticism was reading. I got straight
A’s. But when the teacher asked me to
tell the class why I was such a good
reader and I answered “comic books,”
I was immediately shushed out of my
First Amendment rights.

That’s pretty much changed. Good
teachers encourage kids to read, read,
read, whatever it is… food labels,
billboards and yes, even comic books.
I was especially fond of “Superman,”
“Richie Rich” (the poor little rich
boy) and “Little Lulu.” Beats
me…that last one. Maybe Lulu put
me in touch with my feminine side, a
subject dramatically, intellectually
and engagingly dissected in writer-
director Angela Robinson’s “Profes-
sor Marston and the Wonder Women.”

 What immediately came to mind
as the fascinating biopic unreeled,
beginning with Dr. William Moulton
Marston’s days as a heralded psy-
chology professor, was how many
second tier, illustrious people there
are…folks who did something major,
but who are now all but forgotten. Oh,
how fleeting is fame, especially if
said celebrity was attended by no
small amount of disassembling con-
troversy. The origins of Marston’s
super heroine, “Wonder Woman,”
might render less tolerant souls aghast.

Marston, a Harvard Ph.D. and free-
thinker in many connotations of the
term, was married to Elizabeth
Holloway, an archetypal feminist of
her day. He devoted most of his scien-
tific research to quantifying and quali-
fying La Différence. Decidedly pro
women’s rights, in the course of de-
veloping a systolic blood pressure
test that laid the groundwork for John
Augustus Larson’s invention of the
lie detector, he became convinced
that women were, in many areas of
pursuit, more honest than men. From
this deduction emerged Wonder
Woman.

One might then whimsically defend
Professor Marston’s unconventional
lifestyle— which included his wife,
the co-inventor of the prototype poly-
graph test, as well as Olive Byrne, a
young lab assistant and daughter of
feminist royalty— as a necessary com-
ponent of his research. It’s one of the
few instances in movie biographies
where the more salacious aspects of
the story are not dramatic license taken
to pepper up a script, but actually true.

 So be warned, ye who prefer that
certain aspects of sexual behavior be

treated with a modicum of discretion.
Part of Marston’s theories, elaborated
under the heading of DISC (Domi-
nance, Inducement, Submission,
Compliance), might seem to the skep-
tical viewer as just a sophisticated
way of dabbling in a realm that brought
the curious yellow into theaters show-
ing Fifty Shades of Grey (2015).  Such
is not the case. However, though I’m
confident a genetic test wouldn’t in-
form I was more than 3% Puritan, I
did find some of this stuff, well, kind
of icky.

It is a bit arduous to wrap your
brain around the strands of ideas that
went into the creation of Dr. Marston’s
über feminist. The film matter-of-
factly informs he was fond of role
playing in connection with his explo-
rations of the psyche, with a special
emphasis on restraint using ritually
tied ropes. Voila…the inspiration for
Wonder Woman’s Lasso of Truth.
“Suffering Sappho!” as our defender
of truth and justice famously exclaims.
Or, as my Aunt Sadie might’ve mused,
“Who’d a thunk it?”

Thus the viewer is put in the posi-
tion of challenging Jack Nicholson’s
Colonel Nathan R. Jessep’s opinion
in A Few Good Men (1992) when he
vociferously declares that we “can’t
handle the truth.” Fact is, though
Marston’s cogitations ostensibly led
to morality lessons via comic book
entertainment for generations of chil-
dren, the backstory is anything but
kid’s stuff. The fictional character is
actually but a byproduct of auteur
Robinson’s sociological survey of
attitudes toward women from the years
just following female suffrage until
the early 1950s.

We are once again reminded how
difficult it is for humankind to shed its
stone age of the mind when it comes
to accepting progressive reality. Em-
bodying the intriguing ball of psy-
chological wax from whence the
greatest lady superhero sprang, Luke
Evans is provocative as the perenni-
ally upbeat and enthusiastic Marston,
a dedicated if not entirely altruistic
proponent of feminism. Assumedly
helping keep that smile on his face,
Rebecca Hall is cynically superb as
Elizabeth, and Bella Heathcote is sym-
pathetically vulnerable as the
triangle’s novitiate.

As Amazon hadn’t yet delivered
my time machine, I couldn’t read my
review before entering the theater.
Therefore, expecting something much
different, “Professor Marston and the
Wonder Women” left me educated,
but also a bit hogtied and horn-
swoggled, so to speak.

***
Professor Marston and the Won-

der Women, rated R, is an Annapurna
release directed by Angela Robinson
and stars Luke Evans, Rebecca Hall
and Bella Heathcote. Running time:
108 minutes.

SPRINGFIELD – On Saturday,
November 4, the Springfield Public
Library (66 Mountain Avenue, Spring-
field) will be the site of a unique
opportunity to appreciate and under-
stand weaving and its related art forms.
The show, which represents the work
of a collective of fiber artists named
the Westfield Weavers Guild, will
take place from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. that
day.

Weaving and spinning demonstra-
tions will be ongoing as the artists are
eager to share their passion for weav-
ing and to educate visitors about the
tools and techniques of the fiber arts.

Admission is free.
Celebrating their 70th year as a

guild, the wide variety of pieces in the
show highlight the diversity of talent
and expertise within the WWG. These
one of a kind items include handwoven
wearables such as scarves, hats, hand-
bags, jewelry and unique hand knit
clothing for children and babies.
Home goods from table linens, bas-
kets, throw rugs and holiday orna-
ments further illustrate the ways the
Guild artists use fiber.

All items in the show are available
for purchase. For more information:
contact@westfieldweavers.org.

Orchestra of St. Peter by the
Sea Planned at UCPAC

WESTFIELD – The Musical Club
of Westfield is planning a special
event for Sunday, November 19
which will feature the musical heri-
tage of central Europe. Celebrating
its 102nd year, The Musical Club is
a 501(c) 3 non-profit organization
that offers monthly performances by
local and guest musicians, sponsors
the monthly meetings and the yearly
concerts of the
Junior Musical
Club, and sup-
ports college mu-
sic majors with
scholarships.

The upcoming
November con-
cert, “Music
From the Heart of
Europe,” is a bi-
e n n i a l
fundraising con-
cert to support the Musical Club of
Westfield scholarship program. Each
year, college bound students from
Union County have the opportunity
to apply and audition for scholar-
ships to assist them as they pursue a
degree in music. In 2017, the club
granted over $14,000 in scholarships.
Each scholarship is renewable; pro-
viding up to four years of financial
support to young musicians.

This year’s Scholarship Concert
will feature club members and spe-
cial guests, performing instrumental
and vocal music of Chopin,
Tchaikovsky, Mussorgsky and other
noted composers, along with a won-
derful selection of traditional music.
Tickets for the event, which will be
held at the Baptist Church of
Westfield, 170 Elm Street, Westfield,

are $10 and include a post-concert
reception to meet the artists. A 100
percent of ticket sales will go to the
scholarship fund.

One of the dozen musicians per-
forming will be pianist Helen Ryba.
Ms. Ryba started studying music at
the age of four at Mykola Lysenko
Music School in Kiev, Ukraine, and
earned a B.A. in music from Glière

Music College in
Kiev, Ukraine.
She then earned
a M.M. with high
honors from Kiev
State Conserva-
tory. Ms. Ryba
performs a wide
range of solo pi-
ano repertoires
with emphasis on
the music of
Bach, Mozart,

Debussy, Ravel, and Shostakovich.
Additionally, Ukrainian music takes
a special place in her repertoire; she
performs Ukrainian music of all his-
toric periods – from the classical era
composer Dmytro Bortniansky to the
modern Ukrainian composer
Myroslav Skoryk. For this special
event Ms. Ryba will be performing
Victor Kosenko’s two etudes -
gavottes in the form of the old dances
no. 1 and no. 7 and Myroslav Skoryk’s
Prelude and Fugue F Major.

For tickets to the event please con-
tact Kay Macrae at (973) 376-4307
or Drude Crane at (908) 233-0030.
This special program is made pos-
sible in part by a HEART (History,
Education, Arts Reaching Thou-
sands) Grant from the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

Crescent Choral Society to
Sing Brahms Requiem

Pianist Helen Ryba

PLAINFIELD – Crescent Con-
certs presents The Crescent Choral
Society in a “Basically Brahms” con-
cert on Saturday, November 4 at 4
p.m. in the gothic nave of the Cres-
cent Avenue Presbyterian Church in
Plainfield.

Maestra Deborah King, Crescent
Concerts’ new Artistic Director, will
conduct the Choral Society in
Johannes Brahms’ German Requiem
featuring guest soloists Mary Ellen
Assue (soprano) and Andrew Tho-
mas Pardini (baritone). Ms. Assue
has performed internationally and
with such esteemed groups as the
Florida Grand Opera, the Houston
Ebony Opera and Opera Naples and
Colorado. Most recently she per-

formed the role of Clara in Porgy
and Bess with the Fresno Grand
Opera. Mr. Pardini was extolled by
the DC Metro Theatre Arts for “a
heart-stopping high voltage bass-
baritone voice.” Most recently he
made his debut with the Atlanta
Opera.

Tickets for this November 4th con-
cert can be obtained at the door on
the afternoon of the performance or
in advance from the church office.
For more information, please call
(908) 756-2468 or visit
CrescentConcerts.org.

Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church is located at Watchung Av-
enue at East Seventh Street in
Plainfield.

Local Poet to be at
Town Book Store

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store will be hosting a meet and
greet for local poet Robert Cozzi,
author of Sky of Dreams on Satur-
day October 28 from 2 to 4 p.m.

Mr. Cozzi is a 2017 National Elit
award winning author/poet, and a
1982 graduate of Westfield High
School. He is the author of Tide
Pool of Words (2013), Handful of
Memories (2014), and Blanket of
Hearts (2016) and has worldwide
acclaim for his works of poetry and
prose. Educated at James Madison
University and New York Univer-
sity, he resides in Bound Brook.

Mr. Cozzi was first inspired to
write by his ninth grade English
teacher, Paul Kocum. Since then,
Mr. Cozzi has kept a writing journal
where he documents the events of
the day and begins crafting new
writing pieces. Returning to The
Town Book Store as a published
author is personal for Mr. Cozzi
because he bought his first book
there with his paper boy money in
fifth grade, (George Orwell’s 1984).

The public is invited to meet Mr.
Cozzi at The Town Book Store lo-
cated at 270 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

RAHWAY – On Saturday, Decem-
ber 2 at 8 p.m., the Orchestra of St.
Peter by the Sea, led by accomplished
conductor, Father Alphonse
Stephenson, will be bringing holiday
spirit and cheer once again to the
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter. This performance will be early on
in the Orchestra’s December tour of
New Jersey, and it has become a yearly
must-see show for dedicated fans at
the center.

The orchestra consists of a strings
section (violin, cello, bass, viola), a
brass section (trumpet, trombone,
horn, tuba), a woodwind section (flute,
bassoon, clarinet, oboe), and a per-
cussion section (drums, timpani,
harp). When counted altogether, the
48 musicians, who are all members of
the American Federation of Musi-
cians, have attended 177 universities
and colleges. They’ve studied for 750
years collectively, and have performed
in 57,000 recitals and concerts. Their
experience and hard work comes
across in exceptional, stunning per-
formances.

Father Alphonse Stephenson is also
no stranger to conducting. He’s con-
ducted over 3,000 performances of A
Chorus Line on Broadway, received
a Doctorate of Music from Monmouth
University, and acted as a guest con-
ductor for such big names as the Metro
Lyric Opera, Key West Pops Orches-
tra, The Greater Palm Beach Sym-
phony Orchestra, the Fresno Philhar-
monic, and the Delaware Valley Phil-
harmonic. He was taught by Robert
Abramson of the Julliard School and
George Schick of the Metropolitan
Opera, and his conducting debut was
with another Metropolitan Opera
member: bass soloist Paul Plishka. In
1975 Father Alphonse was ordained
a Catholic priest for the Diocese of
Paterson, and his first orchestra was
formed while he was serving at St.
Malachy's, the Actor's Chapel, in New
York’s Theater District. His other ac-
complishments include serving as an
Air National Guard assistant to the
Air Force chief of chaplains at the
Pentagon and as chaplain, Brigadier
General, and director of the Joint
Chaplaincy staff at the National Guard
Bureau.

The great cause behind the Orches-
tra of St. Peter is called the Cecelia
Foundation, and it was founded by
Father Alphonse himself in 1987. The
Cecelia Foundation is a not-for-profit
501(c)3 charitable organization that
brings the Orchestra to Catholic
schools within the tri-state area and
gifts scholarships and professional-

quality instruments to talented, hard
working students pursuing music. It
is funded by private contributors and
the sale of Christmas recordings by
music enthusiasts, the Paul F. Zito,
M.D. Foundation, and of course, The
Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea.

Tickets for the Orchestra of St.
Peter by the Sea are $27 and can be
purchased online at ucpac.org, over
the phone by calling (732) 499-8226,
or by stopping by the box office in
person. The Union County Perform-
ing Arts Center is located in down-
town Rahway at 1601 Irving Street
and is easily accessible to major roads
and public transportation.
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Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices has been 

awarded “Highest Overall Satisfaction for 

Repeat Home Sellers Among National Full 

Service Real Estate Firms” in the J.D. Power 

2017 Home Buyer/Seller Satisfaction StudySM.

THE CHOICE IS CLEAR

FOR REPEAT HOME SELLERS
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BY CHANCE ON PURPOSE

Satisfied Sellers return to Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices as a result 

of the previous experience they had with their agent, the closing process, 
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 Trust the Brand with Proven Results. 
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NJWA Music Studio Offers Bands,
Orchestras for Ability Levels

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMMUNITY MUSIC...Claudine Flynn sings on a porch on Hillcrest Avenue during Cranford's first annual Porchfest on
Saturday where local talent performed on the porches of six homes within the township. About a group of 30 or more people
sat on the lawn and across the street to watch the singer belt out tunes.

WESTFIELD – In addition to indi-
vidual music lessons, the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) Music
Studio is offering opportunities for mu-
sicians of all ages and ability levels to
participate in a multitude of bands and
orchestras.

The latest bands include the Inspired
Instrumentalists, offered on Mondays
and Tuesdays from 11 a.m. to noon.
and 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. This group is
intended for adults who have little or no
playing experience.

Another new band is The Rockets,
for students in second and third grade.
They will meet on Wednesdays, be-
tween 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. This is an
introduction to playing band instru-
ments and no experience is necessary.

A number of opportunities are avail-
able to musicians in the Saturday Bands
and Orchestras. Orchestra 1 is intended
for those with one to three months
experience and will meet from 2 p.m. to
2:30 p.m. Those who have four to 12
months experience may join Orchestra
2, which meets from 3 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Orchestra 3 will be held  from 3:30 p.m.
to 4:30 p.m. and  involves musicians
with two or more years playing experi-
ence. For those interested in playing
jazz music, the Intro to Jazz group, also
known as Jumpin’ Jazz Band, for play-
ers with one to three years of experi-
ence, will meet between 5:30 p.m. and
6:30 p.m. More experienced jazz musi-
cians may join the NJWA Jazz Band
which will also meet on Saturdays from

6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Teen musicians will have an oppor-

tunity to rock out with their peers on
Friday and Saturday evenings. Vocal-
ists and musicians, with some playing
experience, are invited to join the Rock
Performance Workshop. One group will
meet at 7:30 p.m. on Saturdays for four
months, starting in late October. Other
times will be announced. Teens who are
inexperienced in playing may join the
Intro to Rock Performance group.

For more information on these bands
and orchestras, or any programs of the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts, visit
their studios at 150-152 East Broad
Street in Westfield, phone (908) 789-
9696 or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

New Theater Company in
Cranford Born from Dreams

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Life is made up of
dreamers. Bernard J. Solomon,
known to his friends as B.J., had a
dream in 2015 that is now coming to
fruition. As the executive artistic di-
rector of the newly formed Dream
Theater Productions housed in
Cranford, he is excited for what his
new production company will bring
to the area.

In a recent phone interview, Mr.
Solomon told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Times that he dreamed up the concept
of Dream Theater Productions while
he was driving on a long trip to Cin-
cinnati. It’s taken almost two years to
get the production company off the
ground, but now that it’s here, he
thinks it is just what the state needs.

“First, we want to make theater
affordable to everyone in New Jer-
sey,” he said. Tickets for their pro-
ductions are set at a range of $15 to
$30. As part of the vision of Mr.
Solomon, Dream Theater Productions
plans to give away hundreds of tick-
ets away to low-income families, criti-
cally-ill children and others who
would benefit from a night at the
theater.

The productions involve profes-
sional actors and give young actors a
chance to act, sing and dance along-
side the professionals. Through the
multi-faceted mission, Mr. Solomon
says, “We will pay performers a wage
or get them equity points for mem-
bership in the professional actor’s
union.”

Their first full scale production was
Disney’s High School Musical pre-
sented at the Union County Perform-
ing Arts Center (UCPAC) in Rahway
last weekend. I attended a Saturday
matinee and saw what the excitement
was all about. Veteran Equity actors
Zita Geoffroy and Peter Herrick took
the roles of Mrs. Darbus and Coach
Bolton, respectively. But truthfully,
because the caliber of the dancing
and singing was so high, it wasn’t
easy to distinguish the professionals
from the amateurs. “Our target per-

formers have just graduated from
training or schooling and waiting for
their first big break,” Mr. Solomon
explained.

The program bios listed many of
the teens as participants in Paper Mill
Playhouse’s Summer Conservatory
and part of Paper Mill Playhouse’s
Rising Star program. Mr. Solomon,
who himself has an impressive di-
recting and performing resume, feels
that their first production was an ap-
propriate choice. And with Mrs.
Darbus in the plumb role the drama
teacher stated, “Anything is possible
in theater” and “You’re only limited
by your own imagination,” it was a
family-friendly show that was inspir-
ing for all. At the end of the musical
when the two seemingly disparate
groups of “jocks” and “brainiacs”
sing the iconic, “We’re all in this
together,” the audience believes them.

The Dream Theater will soon be a
part of the Equity Membership Can-
didates program that allows potential
members to earn one point per week
that they work in an approved profes-
sional Regional Theater.

Relying on donations from corpo-
rations, companies and individuals,
the Dream Theater has an upcoming
fundraiser, a Mystery Theatre,
planned for Friday, October 27 at 7
p.m. at the Westwood in Garwood.
Professional actors will interact with
the guests for an intriguing night of
food, adult beverages and entertain-
ment. For more information about the
Dream Theater, visit their website at
www.DreamTheaterProductions.org.

Young Playwrights
Competition Open

AREA – The Theater Project is once
again reaching out to creative young
people in its 16th annual Young Play-
wrights Competition. Winners receive
cash prizes and see their work per-
formed by professional actors at the
awards ceremony in March of 2018.

The submission deadline is Mon-
day, January 22. New Jersey’s high
school playwrights submit their short
plays at TheTheaterProject.org
website, where they will find all the
necessary entry guidelines and for-
matting rules.

The Theater Project is an award-
winning professional company in resi-
dence at The Burgdorff Cultural Cen-
ter in Maplewood.

Complete competition guidelines
are available at
TheTheaterProject.org.
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BLUE DEVILS ELLIOTT, BUTLER SCORE IN 1ST HALF; DOBOSIEWICZ, SKOLETSKY ADD ASSISTS

Lady Blue Devils’ Attack Halts Cougars in Soccer Finale, 2-0
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Unlike in their first meeting early
in the season when they barely
managed to eke out an overtime
win in Cranford, the Westfield
High School girls soccer Blue
Devils went on the attack early
and maintained it to secure a 2-
0 victory over the Cougars in
their final regular-season game
at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on October 19. By
game’s end, Blue Devil goal-
keeper Caitlin Amman was virtu-
ally untested, while the Cougars’

backfield and keeper Emily Lenox
experienced plenty of action.

Both teams had to make some
adjustments in their lineups due
to injuries with the Blue Devils
making moves in their backfield,
while the Cougars had some key
attack personnel sidelined.

“It’s like this season, you hope
to grow and that first game, the
weather played a huge impact.
It’s always harder to play
Cranford. It’s a little bit smaller
of a field. Unfortunately Cranford
has had a bunch of injuries since
then. We’ve had some too. It’s a

long season. Everybody has inju-
ries,” Blue Devil Head Coach Alex
Schmidt pointed out.

Five minutes into the game Blue
Devil Faith Dobosiewicz worked
the ball down the left side and
slid a cross into co-captain Grace
Elliott, who outmaneuvered
Lenox and scored.

“Like a lot of our goals this
season, Faith took it and she
crossed it in with the Bangu play
that we talked about. She crossed
it in and I was just lucky enough
to finish it. I was probably on the
six [yard line]. I just wanted to
get in the box and get at least a
touch on it,” Elliott said. “She
was right in front of me. I think I
just kicked it right through her
arms.”

Late in the first half junior Eliza-
beth Skolesky made a run down
the right side and ripped a shot
towards the goal. Senior Katie
Butler was on the spot to get the
rebound and nudge the ball
across the goal with 8:25 on the
clock.

“We had a build up then it came

from the outside back to Liz and
Liz took a great shot. Then the
ball hit off the post. It hit my
shoulder and then it went in,”
Butler explained.

Senior Melina McDevitt made
her presence known on offense.
Two minutes into the game she
received a cross and tapped it
into the net but the goal was
negated due to an offside call.
McDevitt also made several runs
down the right-center to pres-
sure Lenox and the Cougar backs.

“Melina has been on this team
for three years and I am excited
that she is playing her best soc-
cer right now,” Coach Schmidt
commented.

McDevitt’s strong play also gave
the team a boost with her assist
on Butler’s goal in the Union

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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County Tournament (UCT)
quarterfinal win over Governor
Livingston on October 14.

“Melina has been playing re-
ally well these past couple of
games. She is using her speed
on the sidelines to get past de-
fenders and then crosses balls
into the box. She did a really
great job of that today. She
should have gotten an assist,”
Elliott said.

“That goal on Saturday, she
took it all the way down the side
and I was in the right place and
got lucky. It was really a lot of
her hard work that got us that.
Melina should had a goal today
but they called it off,” Butler
said.

“Yes she should have gotten a
goal. It was questionable”, Elliott

added.
Coach Schmidt was also quite

pleased with the efforts of oth-
ers who filled in for some injured
starters.

“Our center back Clair
[Prevoznak] has come up with a
concussion. Julia Kuhn has walk-
ing pneumonia, so Kate
Armstrong has stepped up and
has played the last couple of
games like a seasoned vet. I am
super excited for girls like Carly
Sherman, Brooke Sullivan who
played a huge impact. Some of
them are finding their game right
now. That’s what you want. It’s
a pretty important time of the
year. Hopefully we can stay
healthy and put a good brand of
soccer out there,” he said.

This second outing against the

Cougars was a far cry from their
first meeting on September 19
in Cranford when Dobosiewicz
scored the winning and only goal
in overtime just after Butler and
Lenox collided. Ironically just
moments before Cougar Grace
DiGiovanni had an open shot but
too much adrenalin lofted the
ball over the crossbar.

“It’s always difficult playing at
Cranford’s place. The field and
everything but we’ve also grown
so much since the beginning of
the season. We have really been
working on possession and combo
plays and I think that really
showed today,” Elliott said.

“When we faced them last time
we were playing like in a mon-
soon. It was a just a crazy weight
on that small field. This time we

stepped up and we dominated
the entire time. It was like two
interesting games. It was a good
comeback,” Butler said.

“Fifteen-and-O is great but we
know there wasn’t a lot of mean-
ing in this game. We already had
the conference. This is really our
dress rehearsal for Sunday. We
wanted to come out here fast
and do the things that we wanted
to do. And I think the girls were
able to accomplish that today,”
Coach Schmidt said.

The Blue Devils were to face
the Oak Knoll Royals in the UCT
semifinal at AL Johnson High
School on October 22.

“I know Cranford just played

Oak Knoll. They lost to them in
the counties. Last year Oak Knoll
knocked us out of the tourna-
ment, so there’s a little bit of
revenge there. As long as we can
keep mentally in tune and physi-
cally in tune, I’m excited,” said
Coach Schmidt, who added. “I
think one reason why we are 15-
0 is because the last girl on the
team and the first girl on the
team there’s not that big of a
difference. They push each other
at practice and everybody has
their own role on this team. They
are still together. They are hav-
ing fun and let’s hope this county
tournament is better than years
past. That’s our goal and, of
course, the states as well.”
Cranford 0 0 0
Westfield 2 0 2
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WF Lady Blue Devils’ Attack Halts Cranford Cougars in Soccer Season Finale, 2-0
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** Rahway Indians Rout SPF Raiders, 64-24, in High Scoring Football Battle **
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Football Blue Devils Run Past Immaculata Spartans, 23-6 – photos by Laura Ortiz

more photos next page
Photo on page 13 Story on page 17

of The Westfield Leader
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Football Blue Devils Run Past Immaculata Spartans, 23-6 – photos by Laura Ortiz
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Football Blue Devils Run Past Immaculata Spartans, 23-6 – photos by Laura Ortiz
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Football Blue Devils Run Past Immaculata Spartans, 23-6 – photos by Charles Mulrooney
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Football Blue Devils Run Past Immaculata Spartans, 23-6 – photos by Charles Mulrooney
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Football Blue Devils Run Past Immaculata Spartans, 23-6 – photos by Charles Mulrooney
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Minutemen Edge Cougars in Union County Tournament Boys Soccer Semis, 2-1

more photos next pageStory on page 13

of The Westfield Leader
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Minutemen Edge Cougars in Union County Tournament Boys Soccer Semis, 2-1
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Minutemen Edge Cougars in Union County Tournament Boys Soccer Semis, 2-1
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** Westfield Field Hockey Blue Devils Lick Livingston Lady Lancers, 7-0 **

more photos next page

Story on page 14 of The Westfield Leader
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** Westfield Field Hockey Blue Devils Lick Livingston Lady Lancers, 7-0 **

more photos next page
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** Westfield Field Hockey Blue Devils Lick Livingston Lady Lancers, 7-0 **
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Blue Devil Soccer Boys Topple Summit, 3-1, in Union County Tournament Semis

Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader
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Cranford Bids Farewell To
Clerk, Welcomes PD Chief

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee welcomed a new po-
lice chief on Tuesday evening
while also paying tribute to the
departing township clerk.

Ryan Greco, a 19-year veteran
of the police department, was
sworn in as chief at the
committee’s business meeting
before a standing-room-only
crowd of family, friends and law
enforcement colleagues from
Cranford and elsewhere in the
area. Union County Assistant
Prosecutor Michael Sheets ad-
ministered the oath to Chief
Greco, who was accompanied by
his two daughters, his wife and
his mother.

After thanking the committee
for its support of the police de-
partment, Mr. Greco said it was
“my privilege to serve in a town
that brings me so much pride.”
And he pledged “to work each

and every day to keep Cranford a
safe community.” Deputy Mayor
Patrick Giblin told the new chief
that he will have a “tremendous
group of men and women” be-
hind him.

Township Clerk Tara Rowley is
leaving her post after 17 years
with the municipal government,
the last 11 as clerk. She con-
firmed to The Westfield Leader
on Tuesday that she will be the
new town clerk in Westfield, and
will begin working with retiring
Town Clerk Claire Gray next week
prior to Ms. Gray’s formal depar-
ture at the end of the year.

Mayor Thomas Hannen, Jr.
called Ms. Rowley the “mother
hen” to many committee mem-
bers over the years and described
her as “clerk extraordinaire,”
whose shoes “will be very hard to
fill.”

In brief but emotional remarks,
Ms. Rowley called Cranford her

Garwood Board of Education Pulls Out
Of State Health Care Benefits Plan

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The board of edu-
cation terminated employee par-
ticipation in the State Health
Benefits Program at its meeting
on Friday night. Originally sched-
uled for the previous Tuesday
evening, the meeting was post-
poned until Friday due to a water
main break.

The board unanimously ap-
proved employees enrolling in
the AmeriHealth/Trust medical
and prescription drug plan com-
mencing January 2018. Garwood
Education Association (Garwood
teachers’ union) President
Patricia Elias prepared a speech
prompting the decision to be dis-
cussed amongst board members
in an impromptu executive ses-
sion, asking the board to post-
pone the decision entirely, al-
lowing the employees “ample re-
view time.”

Ms. Elias stated that the teach-
ers were not notified that health
benefits options would be chang-
ing until 24 hours before the
original Tuesday meeting date.
The resolution changing the ben-
efits for teachers and adminis-
trators was discovered by
Garwood Education Association
(GEA) members reviewing the
agenda for the Tuesday night
meeting.

“We were shocked and sad-
dened to learn the proposal for
these new benefits was received
on May 25, 2017, with not a
single communication to the As-
sociation. This sudden and new
proposal has been very distress-
ing for your staff,” Ms. Elias said.

The resolution on the agenda
cites “equal or better benefits
guaranteed in the May 25, 2017

letter.”
Garwood Business Administra-

tor Eric Larson said equal or bet-
ter is a negotiated term referring
to quantified co-pay amounts,
not guaranteeing the same
health-care providers (doctors,
specialists and facilities) will be
in the new plan.

“We did not have any informa-
tion in negotiations,” stated board
member Amanda Langston.

Brown & Brown advisor An-
thony Ciardella “shopped the
plan” and AmeriHealth “offered
to take on Garwood” employees,
stated Mr. Larson. AmeriHealth
is a company focused on small
districts, Mr. Larson said.

Ms. Langston said the board
was made aware the change was
a viable option months after (in
September) the business admin-
istrator and the external advisor

Mr. Ciardella analyzed other plan
options.

Mr. Larson said Garwood en-
tering a health plan is difficult
because it is a smaller workforce.
The prevailing industry wisdom
is larger plans or more partici-
pants have a greater diversified
risk for issuers, when analyzing
claims-to-premiums collected.

Mr. Larson said the state plan
has seen premium increases of
more than 23 percent in a given
year and an expected 13- to 14-
percent increase in cost starting
in January.

Board member Linda Koenig
said she remembers when fellow
employees and she had to
“scratch up pennies” to pay for a
23- to 25-percent state health
plan premium increase in the
early 2000s.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
READY FOR HALLOWEEN...This youngster appears all ready for Halloween
as she attends the Cranford street fair on Sunday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
GREETING OUR GUESTS...Volunteer Anna Bauer, dressed in late 19th or
early 20th century dress, and Civil War reenactor Jim Gelson stand in front of
the Crane-Phillips House in Cranford, one of some two dozen historic sites open
for tours as part of  last weekend's Four Centuries in a Weekend tours around
Union County.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Time Frame for Fair Share
Hearing Discussed in GW
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough
council approved three ordi-
nances Tuesday to remain in com-
pliance with the state’s fair share
housing requirements. The plan-
ning board will now review all
ordinances, providing commen-
tary to be adhered to or not
adhered to in the final ordinance
approved by council as develop-
ment terms. The ordinance re-
view and final approval will be

presented to a judge at the
borough’s court hearing on Mon-
day, October 30, in State Supe-
rior Court in Elizabeth.

The court hearing will assure
Garwood is in compliance with
addressing the requirements in
the Fair Housing Act regarding
affordable housing.

Councilman Joseph Sarno said
he was concerned with the coun-
cil approving an ordinance for
planning board review instead of

“home away from home” and
said she appreciated the “unwa-
vering confidence” from the town-
ship committee, adding that it
had “been an honor to serve” the
residents of Cranford. Commis-
sioner Andis Kalnins said he did
not “know of anyone more dedi-
cated to a job and to a commu-
nity” than Ms. Rowley, while Com-
missioner Ann Dooley called Ms.
Rowley the “best ever in your
position” and a “consummate
professional.”

In other business at the
committee’s brief meeting, Com-
missioner Mary O’Connor said
she is hopeful about bringing
back the household bulk waste
pickup program, and is discuss-
ing it with her committee col-
leagues. Commissioner Dooley
reminded residents that the
township’s annual leaf pickup
program will get underway next
Monday. Mayor Hannen read a
proclamation declaring Novem-
ber 25 as Small Business Satur-
day.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
RUBBER DUCKY RACE...Hanson Park Conservancy’s seventh annual Rub-
ber Ducky Derby was held on Sunday as over 1,000 individually numbered
rubber ducks are released into the Rahway River at Sperry Park in Cranford.

“With many districts leaving the
state health plan, it was an op-
portune time for Garwood to do
so,” Mr. Larson said.

Mr. Larson said district employ-
ees are expected to pay 1 percent
less in healthcare coverage pre-
miums this year versus a double-
digit cost increase because of the
change to AmeriHealth. Mr. Larson
said rates are guaranteed for 18
months with AmeriHealth versus
12 months with the state health
plan.

“The issue is the lack of trans-
parency. If the plan is so great,
why couldn’t we be given specif-
ics four weeks ago? We could do
research and have our fears alle-
viated,” GEA Vice-President
Tamara Benc said.

Ms. Benc said a great stressor
is for those with serious and
chronic ailments who seek guid-
ance from a specific specialist
who may not be covered in the

new plan.
“Children with special needs

may no longer be able to access
the same therapists or facilities,”
GEA Secretary Lisa Zatorsky said.

Employees will have only 72
days to find new specialists and
generalists and to re-schedule
important appointments, “add-
ing a level of un-needed stress,”
stated Ms. Benc.

In other business, this Friday,
October 27, the eighth-grade
pretzel sale will take place, fol-
lowed by the eighth-grade cloth-
ing drive on Saturday, October
28. The Parent Teacher Associa-
tion will sponsor a Trick-or-Trunk
on October 28, with Lincoln
School students participating in
Halloween parades and parties
on Tuesday, October 31.

Garwood BOE Pulls Out Of
State Health Benefits Plan

Probitas Verus Honos

CF Bids Farwell to
Clerk, Welcomes Chief

Cranford Candidates
Forum Tonight at 8

CRANFORD — The annual
Cranford Township Committee
Candidates Forum will be held
tonight, Thursday, October 26,
at 8 p.m., in the municipal build-
ing at 8 Springfield Avenue. It is
hosted by the League of Women
Voters and The Cranford Jay-
cees.

The candidates running for this
year’s two township committee
positions will answer questions
and discuss their positions on
local Cranford issues. Questions
may be submitted by the public
audience in attendance. The
event also will be carried live on
local Cranford television TV35.
Election Day is Tuesday, No-
vember 7.

Nursing Home Does Not
Need Variance for Expansion

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Tmes

CRANFORD — At Monday night’s
meeting Cranford Park Realty,
LLC. (Cranford Park Rehabilita-
tion and Healthcare Center) was
approved for not needing a vari-
ance for an expansion of a pre-
existing non-conforming atrium.
The zoning board ruled a permit
to construct a ramp leading into
the atrium at a .04 percent in-
crease was “de minimis” to im-
pervious coverage. The nursing
home is located at 600 Lincoln
Park East.

 A de minimis interpretation rul-
ing is defined as “lacking signifi-
cance or importance: so minor
as to merit disregard.” Construc-
tion review will now be deferred
to Cranford Zoning Officer Ronald
Johnson.

Attorney John J. DeMassi, of
Schiller and Pittenger, P.C., called
upon testimony from the busi-
ness owner Eli Hutman who de-
scribed the reasoning behind the
project.

Mr. Hutman stated the company
will not hire more employees or
increase the bed count. The inten-

tions are to expand a recreational
room (the atrium) for resident
relaxation throughout the differ-
ent seasons enhancing the
resident’s life experience in their
final years, Mr. Hutman said.

“Currently, are many clients
restricted to certain parts of the
building?” Mr. Demassi asked.

“Yes,” said Mr. Hutman, de-
scribing how creating more com-
mon area space for residents is
an inherently beneficial reason
for the expansion.

Mr. DeMassi said the .04 per-
cent or 34-square-foot increase
will be used to construct a ramp
into the building for wheelchair
bound individuals.

“The increase is negligible and
insubstantial were talking .04 of
1 percent. The increase is for a
beneficial use for a ramp... I
would assume the ramp is re-
quired either way under accessi-
bility guidelines,” said board
member Brian Trelease in his
closing remarks before voting.

Mr. Hutman purchased the nurs-
ing home in 2014. However, the
nursing home has been established
in non-conformity since 1964.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Union Man Convicted of
Murdering Cranford Woman
COUNTY — A Union County jury

has returned guilty verdicts on
all charges filed against a Union
Township man who murdered and
dismembered his girlfriend nearly
four years ago before scattering
her remains in at least two loca-
tions in North Jersey, acting Union
County Prosecutor Thomas K.
Isenhour announced last
Wednesday.

Matthew Ballister III, 47, was
convicted on counts including
first-degree murder, two counts
of second-degree desecration of
human remains, third-degree
hindering apprehension, and sev-
eral other related charges in con-
nection with the death of 43-
year-old April Wyckoff of
Cranford. The verdict was
reached after a brief period of
jury deliberation Wednesday
morning following a six-week trial
before state Superior Court Judge
Stuart Peim.

A joint investigation involving
the Union County Homicide Task
Force, Union Police Department,
and Union County Sheriff’s Offic-
ers resulted in Ballister being
arrested and charged with mur-
der on Thursday, October 24,
2013 – two days after Ms. Wyckoff
had died at his hands, according
to Union County Assistant Pros-
ecutors Scott Peterson and Jillian
Reyes, who prosecuted the case.

Three days after the arrest,
following an intensive search in-
volving more than 200 munici-
pal, county, and state law-en-
forcement representatives comb-
ing through multiple areas in
Essex, Hudson, and Union Coun-
ties, human remains were recov-
ered on Raymond Avenue near
the Pulaski Skyway in Newark
and positively identified as be-
longing to Ms. Wyckoff, Mr.
Peterson and Ms. Reyes said.
The rest of her body was never
found.

Union County Medical Exam-
iner, Dr. Junaid Shaikh, testified
at trial that dozens of sharp- and
blunt-force pre-mortem injuries
were inflicted on Ms. Wyckoff’s
head and legs prior to Ballister
running her over with his Hum-
mer in the driveway of his home
on the 300 block of Mercer Av-
enue in Union Township.

 During the 12 hours that fol-
lowed, Ballister disposed of Ms.
Wyckoff’s body, abandoned her
car in Newark, purchased ap-
proximately $75 in cleaning prod-
ucts at the Home Depot in
Watchung, and returned home
to start cleaning.

a resolution for Garwood Plan-
ning Board review.

“No matter what, from tonight
this plan needs to go to the plan-
ning board from this body (coun-
cil) as a resolution or ordinance,
the court (on October 30) will be
looking at an ordinance. Then on
November 14 (next council meet-
ing) action will taken,” said Wil-
liam Northgrave, the borough’s
re-development attorney.

Mr. Northgrave’s legal analysis
summarized how both the plan-
ning board and council will have
time to review and approve a
working resolution or ordinance.
His statements were to summa-
rize a roadmap towards remain-
ing in fair housing compliance for
the October 30 court date while
addressing time frames for pre-
cise development calculations or
details on both the council and
the planning board’s behalf.

Mr. Sarno said once an ordi-
nance is set it is almost impos-
sible to go backwards and rene-
gotiate the terms in the ordi-
nance. He said a resolution al-
lows for more discussion and
planning board feedback on what
is appropriate land development
at each site.

Mr. Sarno said he had concerns
with a disproportionate or unde-
sirable three-bedroom mix
amount in the development.

“This should go to the planning
board first. The planning board
can add value. We’re going to be
compliant; they’re (planning
board members) land use ex-
perts, not us,” said Mr. Sarno.

Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro
said she supported Councilman
Sarno’s concerns with the coun-
cil introducing an ordinance re-
view versus a resolution review.
Ms. Cuccaro said she did not
want to see the council rush
through something (ordinance
approvals for negotiated devel-
opment terms) that is uncertain.

“I’m sure we could get a two-
week extension,” Ms. Cuccaro

said.
“I don’t know if we propose this

(as a working resolution in court
on October 30) what will happen.
Not what we anticipated nor rep-
resented to the court in April (at
the last hearing),” Borough At-
torney Robert Renaud said.

Mr. Renaud said several times
throughout the discussion that
he did not want to taint negotia-
tions and would explain nega-
tive court hearing ramifications
or not being compliant with the
fair share requirement in execu-
tive session.
“We’re in the 11th hour and
stakes are high,” said Council-
woman Sara Todisco, describ-
ing the downside to delaying or
blindly making an incorrect de-
cision by becoming incompliant
before a court hearing.
“It is not the 11th hour. You do

have time. I appreciate Mr.
Sarno, who has brought to coun-
cil what the planning board has
not; which is bringing the plan-
ning board to the planning. We
are not involved,” said planning
board member Will iam
Nierstedt.
Mr. Renaud stated he would re-
fute Mr. Nierstedt’s claim in ex-
ecutive session that it is not the
11th hour and that the planning
board could undoubtedly review
a resolution for another 35 days
overlapping the October 30 hear-
ing date.
Mr. Nierstedt said in another
public commentary session dur-
ing the meeting that the council
staying unified and protecting
the borough against financial
lawsuits is part of each council
member’s fiduciary responsibil-
ity.

Time Frame for Fair Share Hearing Discussed

Novice Scientists Showcase
FOSS and STEM Programs

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Principal of
Brookside Place School, Michael
Klimko, along with Brookside
Place teacher Nicole Halkias, re-
ported to the Cranford Board of
Education at its regular monthly
meeting Monday night on the
success of the Full Option Sci-
ence System (FOSS) and Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering,
Mathematics (STEM) programs.

Fifth graders Christian Adamski,
Noel McNeil, Brady Kandel and
Lucas DiDomenico walked the
board through a presentation that
highlighted the benefits of the
FOSS and STEM programs.

Students described FOSS as a
program that is “hands on” and
requires “minds on” every day.

Through the FOSS program,
students explore three different
investigative units on mixtures

and solutions, earth and sun and
living systems.

These young scientists address
complicated focus questions,
keep track of experiments in their
journals, and work both inde-
pendently and in groups where
each of them takes on specific
roles, engage in online activities,
learn new vocabulary and create
their own questions for assess-
ment.

“We now work as a team and
we see our group’s mistakes and
learn from them. It’s okay to
make a mistake,” said Brady.

Novice scientists described
STEM as a movement to develop
mathematical and scientific stu-
dents to be ready for the 21st
century.

The STEM challenge put before
these students was to design a
tower that could support the

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Mail-In Ballots
The deadline to apply for mail-

in ballots by mail is Tuesday,
October 31 for the Tuesday,
November 7 General Election.
The last day for voters to apply
in person for a mail-in ballot at
the county clerk’s offices on
North Avenue in Westfield or
the Union County Courthouse
in Elizabeth is 3 p.m. on Mon-
day, November 6.

Both the Elizabeth and
Westfield offices will be open
on Saturday, November 4  from
9 a.m. to  1 p.m., for anyone
wishing to obtain an applica-
tion for a Vote-By-Mail ballot.
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HAPPY COUPLE...This scarecrow pair by The Porch Salon is among the 107
presently on display in downtown Cranford for the 10th anniversary of the
Scarecrow Stroll.

Cranford Scarecrow Stroll
Celebrates 10th Anniversary
CRANFORD — This year, 107

“wild and crazy” scarecrows will be
on display throughout downtown
Cranford to mark the 10th anniver-
sary of the popular Scarecrow Stroll
that began on Tuesday.

This year’s festivities also will
include new activities like a Night
Time Stroll tomorrow, Friday, Oc-
tober 27, with music starting at 6
p.m. Participants will meet at
Eastman Clock Plaza to get their
glow sticks and treats. Scare-
crow Stroll tote bags will be dis-
tributed while supplies last.

There additionally will be a
“Scarecrow Stroll Selfie” spot in
Post Office Plaza. Downtown Di-
rector Kathleen Miller Prunty
credited sponsors for being able
to add extras to this year’s event.

“We are very grateful to Della
Vecchia Financial Group, Dreyer
Farms, Ivy Rehab, Jim and Julie
Murphy, Tammie Costello for Real
Estate at Coldwell Banker East
and Tina Browning of Boroughs to

Burbs at Coldwell Banker East for
their generous support,” she said.

“Of course, there wouldn’t be a
Scarecrow Stroll without the resi-
dents, business owners, clubs,
schools and organizations who
create these fabulous displays
every year. We are always im-
pressed by their imagination and
2017 will be no exception,” said
Ms. Miller Prunty.

The scarecrows will be on dis-
play on every downtown street,
and voting will continue until Sun-
day, November 5. Ballots are
available at participating busi-
nesses and can be dropped at
the bright orange scarecrow mail-
box in Eastman Plaza.

“We encourage people to walk
throughout the entire downtown
to see all of the entries as well as
our stores and restaurants,”
added Ms. Miller Prunty. A map is
available on the downtown
Cranford section of the township’s
website, cranfordnj.org.

weight of a basketball. Students
used newspaper and masking
tape to successfully create a
tower that supported the bas-
ketball for at least 20 seconds.

“I find our STEM hour extremely
fun because it is hands-on learn-
ing and doing things that make
me really think,” Lucas com-
mented on the program.

In other board business, the
2017-2018 district and board
goals and objectives were dis-
cussed and approved by the
board.

Board President Kurt Petschow,
Jr. relayed to audience members
that the board of education will
initiate and support the creation
of a new district strategic plan
and will explore referendum op-
tions to enhance facilities and
programming, including the in-
corporation of full-day kinder-
garten.

Superintendent Scott Rubin,
Ed.D., relayed to the board that
goals for the district include en-
couraging and supporting per-
sonal learning initiatives, pro-
moting and developing 21st-cen-
tury learning skills, analyzing and
reflecting upon assessment prac-
tices and supporting the imple-
mentation of the New Jersey Stu-
dent Learning Standards in Sci-
ence.

Additionally, goals include
implementing an inquiry ap-
proach to Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts, Mathematics
(STEAM), implementing tier 1
and 2 of New Jersey Tiered Sys-
tem of Supports, implementing
professional development in data
collection, establishing a collabo-
rative process to engage all
stakeholders in the strategic plan,
promoting equitable access to
high-quality education across the
district and establishing and le-
veraging partnerships to provide
students with additional oppor-
tunities.

The board made several coach-
ing appointments for winter

sports including appointing Ryan
Huber as head coach for Boys’
Varsity Basketball, Peter Corea
for Junior Varsity and Frank
Bartolick as coach of the Fresh-
man squad.

The board approved Jacquelyn
Dyer as head Girls’ Varsity Bas-
ketball coach and Whitney Tay-
lor as the Junior Varsity coach.

Theresa Pallitto and Ashley
Renna have been chosen as
cheerleading coaches.

Dmitry Chervinsky has been
approved as athletic trainer and
Justin Patrick Gorman was ap-
pointed as the head Varsity Wres-
tling Coach, with Justin Bonitatis
and Matthew DiGiovanni as his
assistants.

Approved ice hockey coaches
include Head Coach Richard
Hurley and Assistant Coach
Michael Castagno. James Fealey
fills the position of Varsity Bowl-
ing coach.

John Schiano was appointed
head coach for Winter Track, with
Chad Faulcon and Michael Dow
brought on as assistants.

Colleen Donnelly is the head
coach for boys’ swimming and
Barbara Kolesa is the head coach
for the girls’ swim team.

The next board meeting will be
on Monday, November 13.

Novice Scientists Showcase FOSS, STEM Programs

Wednesday Morning Club
To Meet on November 1

CRANFORD — The Wednesday
Morning Club will hold its first
meeting of the month on Novem-
ber 1 at the Cranford Community
Center, located at 220 Walnut
Avenue, Cranford.

The guest speaker will be Karen
M. Ensle, a registered dietitian
who has been a family and com-
munity health sciences educator
in Union County since 1987. She
is with the Cooperative Exten-
sion of Union County and her
topic will be “Chocolate, Is It the
New Health Food?”

Club President Sue Driscoll will
preside at the meeting, which
will begin at 10 a.m. All are wel-
come.

The Public Affairs Department
will meet at the home of Carolyn
Moran on Tuesday, November
14, at 1 p.m., with guest speaker
Emily Marchese from the organi-
zation Roots and Wings. Ms.
Marchese will tell success stories
about the young people helped
by this organization.

The American Arts and Crafts

Department will meet on Thurs-
day, November 16, at the Visual
Arts Center of New Jersey, lo-
cated at 68 Elm Street, Summit.
The telephone number is (908)
273-9121. The group will meet at
10:30 a.m. To arrange to carpool
to the center, call Joan Davis.

The Literature Department will
meet at the home of Sue Driscoll
on Monday, November 27, at 1
p.m. Ms. Driscoll will lead a dis-
cussion of the book “Lillian Boxfish
Takes a Walk” by Kathleen
Rooney. This book has been de-
scribed by The Boston Globe as
“a witty and heartfelt ode to a
city (New York), to its infinite
variety, and to its melting pot of
citizens.”

Club members are reminded to
bring non-perishable items to do-
nate to the food pantry to meet-
ings.

For more information about The
Wednesday Morning Club, call
Vice-President Carolyn Moran at
(908) 233-5635 or e-mail her at
caromm@comcast.net.

Probitas Verus Honos
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UCC Foundation Gala Raises
Funds for Scholarships

CRANFORD – The Union County
College Foundation celebrated its
Silver Anniversary Scholarship
Gala on October 13 at The
Westwood in Garwood. The event
raised more than $240,000 for
scholarships for students, which
will help further the core mission
of the College, to provide stu-
dents with an affordable, acces-
sible, and quality education.

This year, the Foundation hon-
ored Sherry Heidary, associate
professor of chemistry in the
College’s STEM division, with the
first Fiat Lux Award and Greg
Flood, president of IronPro, as
the 2017 Man of the Year. Prof.
Heidary received this award for
her years of commitment to UCC’s
students and her support of the
mission of the Foundation. Mr.
Flood was presented his award
for his philanthropic support to
the Foundation and the Union
County community.

The evening began with a silent
auction. This was followed by
dinner, during which awards were

given and calls for support were
held. Gordon Vickers, the parent
of a UCCgraduate and scholar-
ship donor, spoke about his son’s
success at the College thanks to
the supportive faculty and staff.
After Mr. Vickers’ speech, an ap-
peal for donations to support the
cost of tuition and books was
held.

A committee of community vol-
unteers organized and managed
the gala. The chair of this year’s
gala committee was Sharon Katz.

This year, Ironshore A Liberty
Mutual Company, was the Presi-
dential Sponsor of the event. The
Gold Sponsor was ARC Excess &
Surplus, LLC. The Silver Spon-
sors were Aon Benfield, DSM,
LawCash, and TransRe. Addi-
tional sponsors for student schol-
arships included Arthur J.
Gallagher Risk Management Ser-
vices, Inc., Boston Advisors, LLC,
Cleary Giacobbe Alfieri & Jacobs
LLC, Elizabethtown Gas, Infineum
USA L.P., and UCC President.
Margaret M. McMenamin.

The Union County College Foundation celebrated its Silver Anniversary Schol-
arship Gala on October 13 at The Westwood in Garwood. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Union County College President Margaret M. McMenamin, Union
County Freeholder Linda Carter, Union County College Board of Trustees
Chairman Victor M. Richel, Greg Flood, Professor Sherry Heidary, Union
County College Foundation Board of Trustees Chairman Anthony Manger and
Union County Freeholder Al Mirabella.

Local Letters to the Editor
I Support Russ Graham

and Sara Todisco
Confidently and with great en-

thusiasm, I have had the good
fortune to work with both of them
in our volunteer capacity for sev-
eral years.

In the years that I served on
the Board of Education with Mr.
Graham, I had the opportunity to
witness first-hand the many con-
tributions he made. His astute
business acumen and sound judg-
ment were crucial to the Board.
He served as our Building and
Grounds Chair, a member of the
Negotiation Committee and as
Liaison to the Governing Body.
His input was invaluable as he
consistently provided sensible
insights in all the Board’s delib-
erations and decisions.

In her capacity as the Educa-
tion Foundation of Garwood presi-
dent, I have had the opportunity
to directly observe Sara Todisco’s
drive and dedication to our com-
munity. Her boundless energy,
pride and love for our commu-
nity is apparent. Under her direct
tenure, the EFG has grown and
successfully advance its mission
of support for the school com-
munity.

Russell Graham and Sara
Todisco have served the Bor-
ough of Garwood with proven
dedication, integrity and distinc-
tion. I wholeheartedly support
their willingness to continue serv-
ing our community.

Adele Lewis
Garwood

There Appears To Be Shortage Of
Parking For South Ave. Development
Dear Garwood Council and Plan-

ning Board: Recently, the issue
of adequate parking again has
arisen, that Garwood faces in-
sufficient proper parking for per-
sons such as: Firefighters during
call and station, seniors during
their club meetings and exercise
classes, the Borough Hall em-
ployees, the District 2 polling
place during elections, the prom-
ised spots for the downtown ad-
dition at 105 Center Street that
the planning board agreed as to
give approval.

I understand that presently
there are negotiations ongoing
with Russo South Avenue Devel-
opers for the property next to the
firehouse. As of this writing our
governing bodies has received
from Russo nine additional park-
ing spots that is in addition to the
nine existing spots at the
firehouse for a total of 18 parking
spots. From the persons and ac-
tivity requirements listed in first
paragraph, it appears we are
woefully short by multiples. By
random observation of existing
conditions, there are normally
five static municipal vehicles
along with approximately 10
municipal employee vehicles and
during fire calls adds another 5-
10 and/or senior meetings, an-
other 15-20. These are only ap-
proximations and could exceed
these numbers on possibly many
other days.

There appears to be a dire short-
age found. We have not given
thought to normally the needs
for the fire dept. maintenance
where they roll out their hosing
and equipment in the open park-
ing lot many times a year and
that takes up lots of space.

If our gov. bodies do not want
to use the tool of eminent do-

main for its heavy lifting even
though it was injected and ap-
proved into the redevelopment
process, then, for your negotia-
tions, I proposed a possible easy
resolution, for both sides to con-
sider and receive an advantage:

Proposal: Russo noted that he
has 480 parking spots in his park-
ing garage at Russo One project
on the north side of South Av-
enue. He has also stated he has
47 miscellaneous parking spots
within that garage, which works
out to near 10 percent being
unused. Since the garage is in
the back of the project against
the tracks, and thus entails a
longer walk to the boro center
and across our “F” rated danger-
ous South and Center intersec-
tion, these 47 spots could easily
be addressed in the solution as
follows. Russo notes the parking
garage construction will cost $8.2
million. Using 10 percent of this
value (for the 47 unused spots)
that works out to $800,000 for
that portion. In other words, if
those 47 spots are deleted there
could be a “raw” savings of
$800,000 excluding any derates
since it’s actually not a strait
deduct. Across the street, the
parking lots have a rough as-
sessed normal land value by re-
alty docs of $600,000 to $1 mil-
lion/acre. So the $800,000 sav-
ings from the unused spots in the
garage could be used against the
value of the land next to the
garage. This works out in es-
sence to be approximately one
acre. However, derates come into
play on the Russo side, and our
boro requirements do not need
that full acre on the boro’s side of
negotiation. An acre of land would
provide easily 150 parking spots.
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At most we would need 1/3,
maybe ½ an acre to provide the
additional sufficient spots to sat-
isfy our parking needs from the
first paragraph. That means
Russo gives up $300-400,000 in
land value, against his savings of
the “raw” $800,000 from the
garage downsize.

Considerations in moving for-
ward is how his logistics would be
of his townhomes at Russo 2,
plus his surrendered unused 47
spots. However, he noted that
people can walk across the street
from his garage, and so if this
proposal is acceptable, his Russo
1 projects then dictates his mis-
cellaneous people if they need to
park, then they can walk across
the street.

The residents cannot stress
enough that the direction these
redevelopments projects are
going, our dire parking shortage
situation will end up being exac-
erbated after final development
is done with Russo 1 and 2. Criti-
cal thinking must be ramped up
to resolve this pending travesty
facing the boro and its public
good.

I can be reached at my cell if
any further questions and help
you may require.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

I Am Appalled By Vendetta Being
Carried Out By My Political Party

For those of the readers that
don’t know me and for the sake
of transparency, I would like to
begin this letter by stating that
yes, I am a close, long-time friend
of Council President Sara Todisco.
I am also a fourth-generation
resident of Garwood and received
a rather disturbing mailer a few
days ago. This letter, however,
has very little to do with my
relationship to the woman at-
tacked in the mailer and more to
do with the fact that I am a
registered Republican and I am
appalled by the vendetta being
carried out by my political party.

In a town as close-knit as
Garwood, I tend to think that one
of the most important compo-
nents of local leadership is bipar-
tisan cooperation. When the
Garwood Republican Party mailed
out this type of slanderous, hate-
ful, and generally distasteful lit-
erature, they made it clear to the
Democrats in the town that they
were not at all interested in work-
ing together to make our town
the best that it could be. It is a
gross misrepresentation of many
of the conservative voters in town
and I refuse to let myself be
associated with it.

Furthermore, on October 13,
2017, Republican candidates
Collings and McCormack stated
on their campaign Facebook page
that they “spoke to Sara Todisco
on a Tuesday night and told her
that (they) weren’t in it for dirty
politics.” This is just one of the
many contradictions between
what their page says and what
their party is doing. Are we to
believe that the Republican Party
in Garwood is so fractured that
they cannot even align them-
selves with their own candidates?
Or is all of this the campaign’s
way of providing themselves with

an alibi while still getting away
with playing rough?

It is becoming clear to me that
the Republican Party lacks a plat-
form. What do they plan to do if
they are elected? If they do know,
they certainly don’t know how to
communicate it to the residents.
It does, however, appear that they
are resorting to playground bully-
ing tactics. Rather than building
up their own candidates, they are
aiming to tear down their oppo-
nents, which I have concluded
indicates a lack of preparedness.

I was raised in this town. I was
raised as a member of the Church
of Saint Anne. I was raised to
believe that you told the truth,
regardless of how much you could
benefit from distorting it. I was
also raised to know that every
person in this town is my neigh-
bor and that I should be kind and
courteous to them, even if we
don’t always agree. I feel that, as
a community, we can easily for-
get some of the most important
values that we were taught. I am
disappointed in the Republican
Party and I hope that people can
see the truth behind all of the
poisonous things being said this
campaign season, regardless of
personal political affiliation.

Sarah Frazier
Garwood

New Theater Company in
Cranford Born from Dreams

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Life is made up of
dreamers. Bernard J. Solomon,
known to his friends as B.J., had
a dream in 2015 that is now
coming to fruition. As the execu-
tive artistic director of the newly

formed Dream Theater Produc-
tions housed in Cranford, he is
excited for what his new produc-
tion company will bring to the
area.

In a recent phone interview,
Mr. Solomon told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that he dreamed
up the concept of Dream The-
ater Productions while he was
driving on a long trip to Cincin-
nati. It’s taken almost two years
to get the production company
off the ground, but now that it’s
here, he thinks it is just what the
state needs.

“First, we want to make theater
affordable to everyone in New
Jersey,” he said. Tickets for their
productions are set at a range of
$15 to $30. As part of the vision
of Mr. Solomon, Dream Theater
Productions plans to give away
hundreds of tickets away to low-
income families, critically-ill chil-
dren and others who would ben-
efit from a night at the theater.

The productions involve pro-
fessional actors and give young
actors a chance to act, sing and
dance alongside the profession-
als. Through the multi-faceted
mission, Mr. Solomon says, “We
will pay performers a wage or
get them equity points for mem-
bership in the professional
actor’s union.”

Their first full scale production
was Disney’s High School Musi-
cal presented at the Union
County Performing Arts Center
(UCPAC) in Rahway last week-
end. I attended a Saturday mati-
nee and saw what the excite-
ment was all about. Veteran
Equity actors Zita Geoffroy and
Peter Herrick took the roles of
Mrs. Darbus and Coach Bolton,
respectively. But truthfully, be-
cause the caliber of the dancing

and singing was so high, it wasn’t
easy to distinguish the profes-
sionals from the amateurs. “Our
target performers have just
graduated from training or
schooling and waiting for their
first big break,” Mr. Solomon
explained.

The program bios listed many
of the teens as participants in
Paper Mill Playhouse’s Summer
Conservatory and part of Paper
Mill Playhouse’s Rising Star pro-
gram. Mr. Solomon, who him-
self has an impressive directing
and performing resume, feels
that their first production was
an appropriate choice. And with
Mrs. Darbus in the plumb role
the drama teacher stated, “Any-
thing is possible in theater” and
“You’re only limited by your own
imagination,” it was a family-
friendly show that was inspiring
for all. At the end of the musical
when the two seemingly dispar-
ate groups of “jocks” and
“brainiacs” sing the iconic,
“We’re all in this together,” the
audience believes them.

The Dream Theater will soon be
a part of the Equity Membership
Candidates program that allows
potential members to earn one
point per week that they work in
an approved professional Re-
gional Theater.

Relying on donations from cor-
porations, companies and indi-
viduals, the Dream Theater has
an upcoming fundraiser, a Mys-
tery Theatre, planned for Friday,
October 27 at 7 p.m. at the
Westwood in Garwood. Profes-
sional actors will interact with
the guests for an intriguing night
of food, adult beverages and en-
tertainment. For more informa-
tion about the Dream Theater,
visit their website at
www.DreamTheaterProductions.org.
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