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CRANFORD — The Mental
Health Association in New Jersey
(MHANJ) and its partner, Mon-
arch Housing Associates, invite
community organizations, neigh-
bors and friends to participate in
its 10th Annual 5K Walk for
Wellness and Recovery on Sat-
urday, October 14 in Nomahegan
Park on Springfield Avenue in
Cranford.

Registration for the event is
$25 online and $30 on the day of
the event. Last year’s Walk drew
participation from over 300 walk-
ers. To register for the Walk,

please visit mhanj.org.
Registration opens at 8:30 a.m.

with the opening ceremony at
9:45 a.m. following by the start
of the walk at 10 a.m. Activities
include a DJ, children’s play-
ground, warm-up stretches and
exercises, complimentary re-
freshments and snacks before
and after the walk, prize raffles
following the walk, community
resources and an information al-
ley. The walk is a family and dog
friendly event. The severe
weather date for the walk is Sat-
urday, October 28.

Walk for Wellness on Oct. 14 at Nomahegan

ELA, overall the district has
“shown tremendous growth,” ac-
cording to Ms. Azukas.

Fifty-five percent of fourth-
grade students in the district were
proficient in ELA in 2015, while
51 percent were proficient in 2016
and 2017. Forty-eight percent of
fifth-grade students were profi-
cient in mathematics in 2015
while 59 percent were proficient
in 2016 and 2017.

Overall, district-wide, 70 per-
cent of Cranford students were
proficient in ELA in 2016 while 77
percent were proficient in 2017.
Likewise, 56 percent of Cranford
students district-wide were pro-
ficient in mathematics in 2016
while 60 percent were proficient
in mathematics in 2017.

Moving forward, Ms. Azukas told
the board members they should
celebrate the success of the
scores, do what they could to
replicate that success, continue
to work on effective integration
of technology, continue to align
assessments to standards, depth
of knowledge and PARCC style
and continue to monitor and as-
sess instruction.

Ms. Azukas told the board,
“we’ll continue to drill down into
those scores and look at exactly
where the issues are so we can

target them.”
Superintendent Scott Rubin,

Ed.D., commented that the dis-
trict also is using “data ware-
housing and data analysis” that
teachers will have access to so
they can examine why some stu-
dents are successful and others
struggle. This can help teachers
get a better understanding of
what they need to do to provide
proficiency.

Board member William Hulse
inquired about data collected in
regards to the number of stu-
dents taking the PARCC test from
2015 until the present time.

Ms. Azukas told Mr. Hulse,
“we’ve remained fairly consistent”
with a slight increase each year
the test has been administered.

“Last year we were one of the
few districts in the county that
had a 95-percent participation
rate,” Ms. Azukas told the board.

In other business, the board
accepted a donation from the
Livingston Avenue School Parent
Teacher Association in the
amount of $4,000 to support the
Elementary STEAM/Makers space
development in the Livingston
Avenue School Library.

The next regular board meet-
ing will be on Monday, October
23.

BOE PARCC Results Addressed Presby. Church of Cranford
Plans Fish and Chips Dinner
CRANFORD — The First Pres-

byterian Church of Cranford, lo-
cated at 11 Springfield Avenue,
will host a Fish and Chips Din-
ner on Friday, October 20. Din-
ners will be served continuously
from 5 to 7:30 p.m. The menu
will include a fish or chicken
option, served with French fries
and coleslaw. The cost is $17
for adults and $9 for children.
Participants may dine in or take
out their meals.

Tickets may be obtained by
calling the First Presbyterian
Church office at (908) 276-
8440. Proceeds will help sup-
port church mission programs.

The First Presbyterian Church
of Cranford is an active and
vibrant congregation of the
Presbyterian Church (USA).
Morning worship begins at 10
a.m. on Sunday in the sanctu-
ary. Sunday school begins at

10:15 a.m. with children at-
tending worship with their par-
ents for the first 15 minutes.
There are multiple choir oppor-
tunities for young people and
for adults.

Multiple mission opportunities
also are offered, including serv-
ing on a weekly soup kitchen
team in Elizabeth, assisting with
homeless programs, youth mis-
sion trips and youth group ac-
tivities, an annual adult mission
trip to Nicaragua and a Grief
Recovery Group. The church’s
mission program supports more
than 25 different organizations,
with service opportunities avail-
able to all in each one.

For more information about the
life of the First Presbyterian
Church of Cranford, call the
church office at (908) 276-8440
or visit the church website,
firstprescranford.org.

Cranford High School
Opening Gala Concert
CRANFORD – Cranford High

School (CHS) Performing Arts De-
partment will present its annual
Opening Gala Concert on Thurs-
day, October 12 at 7:30 p.m. The
concert has become a back-to-
school tradition in Cranford and
provides parents and the com-
munity a first look at the per-
forming groups for the coming
year.

The concert features first per-
formances from the Cranford High
School Concert Choir, Madrigal
Choir, and newly formed co-ed a
cappella ensemble, as well as
the CHS Performing Arts Acad-
emy Dancers and Actors, the CHS
Jazz Band and Cougar Marching
Band.  The Cranford High School
spring musical production will
also be announced.

“Over the years, parents and
community members have said
this is one of their favorite con-
certs of the year, because they
get a little taste of everything we
do,” said Anthony Rafaniello, the
new supervisor of fine and per-
forming arts for Cranford Public
Schools.  The concert is free and
open to the public.

Carved Pumpkin Contest
To Be at Hanson House

CRANFORD — The Great Pump-
kin Carve Out, a carved pump-
kin contest (evening display),
will be held on Saturday, Octo-
ber 21, at the Hanson House,
with a rain date of Saturday,
October 28. The Hanson House
is located at 38 Springfield Av-
enue, Cranford.

The contest is open to all ages,
with cash awards given for fun-
niest, scariest and most origi-
nal in age groups 4 to 8, 9 to 12,
13 to 17 and 18-adult. Carved
pumpkins should be dropped
off between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.
at Hanson Park on October 21
along with a completed regis-
tration form. The pumpkins will
be displayed at night on their
own pedestals along the lighted

garden pathways of Hanson
Park, from 6 to 9 p.m.

In addition to the stroll, the
1954 camp classic movie THEM!
will bring atomically altered gi-
ant ants to Cranford on a giant
screen. Attendees are encour-
aged to bring blankets to sit on.

Registration forms are avail-
able at jcas.org or from the
Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford, before the event, or
the day of the event at the Hanson
House between 10 a.m. and 3
p.m. This is a free event for the
public made possible by Jersey
Central Art Studios, Hanson Park
Conservancy, Cranford Jaycees
and The Friends of the Cranford
Public Library.

Chamber to Host
Coffee Breakfast

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Area Chamber of Commerce will
be hosting its first Cranford Con-
nections Over Coffee Breakfast
today, October 12, at Homewood
Suites by Hilton, 2 Jackson Drive,
Cranford, from 8 a.m. to 9:30
a.m.

The event offers the commu-
nity the opportunity to meet area
business professionals and con-
nect to make new leads and re-
ferrals. Attendees should bring
business cards.

Register now at
www.cranford.com/chamber/ or
call (908) 272-6114. The cost is
$25 per person for Chamber
members and $35 for non-mem-
bers.


