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Blue Devils’ Pressure Cracks Oak Knoll Royals
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Cranford Captures Title at Cougar Gym Invt’l
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12
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Goods & Services You Need

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Peter DiNizo
Mason & Contractor

*All Mason Work
*Waterproof Basement
*Professional Electrical

Work with Lic.

Fanwood, NJ
Office: 908-889-5771
Cell: 908-456-1258

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Our company offers professional
& efficient cleaning at amazing
prices. We offer our services to
residential and commercial
locations. We also specialize in
offices and post construction.

For more info,
Please contact Dulce at

(973) 951-8540

OVAR  REAL
CLEANERS

Cranford’s McAuliffe finished just
a tick behind in third place with a
score of 9.20. Raider Izzy Sutton was
fourth (9.10) with Iosso (9.05) in fifth
place. Infante (Cranford), DiFabrizio
(SPF) and Halle Riordan (Westfield)
tied for sixth with scores of 9.00.

McAuliffe took home first in the
Floor Exercise with a score of 9.575,
just nudging out Iosso (9.50).
Cranford swept the top three spots in
the floor with Infante scoring 9.30.
Azzaretto (9.275) was fourth.
DiFabrizio (9.20) was fifth and
Maddie Larabee (9.15) of Cranford
was sixth.

While Cranford dominated the ac-
tion across the board, other partici-
pants found lots of reasons for opti-
mism in the results.

“For us, this was our third-highest
score of the season,” said Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Head Coach Lisa
Cerchio. “We’ve relied very heavily
on freshmen this season and they
helped us again today. We also had
some very inspirational efforts today
like the one turned in by Sami
DiFabrizio. She finished fifth in the
individual All-Around and she was
third in the vault. She was really strug-
gling entering the vault as her eye had
become irritated and it was tearing
up. She performs a very difficult
Yurochenko round off back hand-
spring entry on the vault and she ex-
ecuted it very well. She will be com-
peting in the All-Around at the Union
County Tournament.”

Strong showings were also put for-
ward by McAuliffe who finished
fourth in the All-Around individual
results with 36.10 points. DiFabrizio
(35.80) was fifth. Scotch Plains team-
mate Shelby Kumpf (33.775) was
sixth.

Other local teams that participated
in the Cougar Invitational included

fourth place finisher Summit (98.475),
followed by Union Catholic in fifth
place (97.80) and Arthur L. Johnson
(97.40) in sixth place. Also compet-
ing was Union High School (96.875)
and Rahway (33.60).

TEAM TOTALS:
1. Cranford 109.625, 2 Westfield

106.125, 3. SP-F 105.20, 4. Summit
98.475, 5. Union Catholic 97.80, 6. ALJ
97.40, 7. Union 96.875, 8. Rahway 33.60

VAULT:
1. Iosso (C) 9.4, 2. Dispenza (W) 9.2,

3. DiFabrizio (SPF) 9.15, 4. Infante (C)
9.1, 5. Azzaretto (W) 9.05, 6. Singer (W)
9.0

UNEVEN BARS:
1. Iosso (C) 8.95, 2. Infante (C) 8.85,

3. Azzaretto (W) 8.75, 4. Markase (C)
8.6, 5T McAuliffe (C)/ Handlin (UC) 8.575

BALANCE BEAM:
1T. Azzaretto (W)/Blowe (C) 9.3, 3.

McAuliffe (C) 9.2, 4. Sutton (SPF) 9.1,
5. Iosso (C) 9.05, 6T Infante (C)/
DiFabrizio (SPF)/ Riordan (W) 9.0

FLOOR EXERCISE:
1. McAuliffe (C) 9.575, 2. Iosso (C)

9.5, 3. Infante (C) 9.3, 4. Azzaretto (W)
9.275, 5. DiFabrizio (SPF) 9.2, 6.
Larrabee (C) 9.15

GARCIA, MELLON, RINALDI SCORE PAIR OF GOALS EACH

Cranford Blanks Raiders, 7-0,
In UCT Field Hockey Match

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fifth seeded Cranford defeated
eighth seed Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
7-0, in a Union County Tournament
first round field hockey match held on
October 4 at Memorial Field in
Cranford. The Cougars used a bal-
anced attack, getting two goals each
from Maddie Garcia, Jayna Mellon
and Lucia Rinaldi to power their way
into a quarterfinals of the tournament.
It was a strong overall showing for
Cranford, which was set to face fourth-
seeded Summit this past Saturday.

“We are a pretty balanced team,”
said Cranford second year Head
Coach Samantha Berk. “Today we
spread out the scoring between a lot
of different players. Our passing was
really on today. We created space and
held our spots, which really helped
open nice passing lanes.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood (3-6), field-
ing its first varsity team in 35 seasons,
earned entry into the tournament with
a 3-2 preliminary round win over
Koinonia. The Raiders played well
over the first 20 minutes, holding
their own defensively even as
Cranford moved the ball smartly into
scoring position.

Mallon finally got things started
for Cranford by scoring a goal with
20:24 left in the first half for a 1-0
lead. Minutes later, Rinaldi followed
with a goal making it 2-0 with 16:14
remaining in the half. The Raiders,
though struggling to gain possession
of the ball, still hung tough defen-

sively keeping the score at 2-0 until
late in the opening half.

But disaster struck with 4:04 to go
in the half when a Raider attempt to
clear the ball deep in their end was
intercepted in front of their net. Rinaldi
quickly took advantage, netting her
second goal of the game that gave
Cranford a 3-0 lead. Mallon added to
the lead when she scored her second
goal with 1:20 to go in the half.

“Too often in the game we were
trying to dribble through the middle
against pressure instead of getting the
ball out wide,” said Scotch Plains-
Fanwood first year Head Coach
Alexandra Neidig. “It is product of
being young and inexperienced, while
Cranford has very good skill sets.”

The Raiders were forced to play
this game without their fine goaltender
Kelly Nitti (31 saves on the season)
who was out with an injury. Her sister
Kayla took her place between the
pipes and acquitted herself well. But
the bigger problem for the Raiders
was an inability to move the ball into
scoring range against a taut Cougar
defense that frequently took the ball
away at midfield. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood managed just two shots on
goal the entire game against Cranford
goalkeeper Sophia McMullan.

Cranford put the game away for
good in the second half with a pair of
goals from Garcia coming at 28:53
and 21:05, respectively. Katie
Dombrowski closed out the scoring
with a goal at 9:05 to play.

Brooke Bishop, Paige Brogan,

Laura Feeney, Garcia, Martha Hurley
and Katherine Ruane each chipped in
with assists for Cranford, which im-
proved to 7-2 on the season.

“This was a good performance for
us because at times we don’t always
play to our level in games,” said Berk.
“Today I was pleased with the consis-
tency we showed in all phases of play.
Scotch Plains looks great for a brand
new program and they played very
well. We need to repeat what we did
today and take it up another notch
against Summit if we want to advance.”

For Scotch Plains-Fanwood, the
goals are much more grounded in the
short term. Neidig, a graduate of
Montclair State University, joined the
school system in 2013 as a teacher at
Park Middle School and immediately
went to work trying to resurrect the
field hockey team, which had not been
a part of the varsity sports program at
the high school for decades.

Neidig began with a junior varsity
team last season, before fielding the
newly re-established 2017 varsity
squad. There have been growing pains
along the way but the program is
moving forward ahead of schedule.

“I think to win three games in your
initial season of play is not bad at all,”
said Neidig. “The success of this pro-
gram will be all about getting girls at
the middle school level to love the
game. We are always looking for girls
that have tried soccer or volleyball to
come out and give our sport a try.”
Sc Pl-Fanwood 0 0 0
Cranford 4 3 7

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECOND PLACE AT THE COUGAR...The Westfield High School Blue Devils placed second in the team totals the Cougar
Invitational Gymnastics meet at Cranford High School on October 5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THIRD PLACE AT THE COUGAR...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders placed third in the team totals the Cougar
Invitational Gymnastics meet at Cranford High School on October 5.

Probitas Verus Honos

with my left foot right to her. We love
it,” Dobosiewicz expressed.

“Coach always says, ‘Stay wide! Stay
wide!’ and when you see it cut in, like
trigger. So I did. I was there. Perfect
timing! I saw the girl on my back. I was
right on the six [yard line] It was like
goalie, girl me and I tapped it in. I kind
of turned around. I didn’t know where it
went,” Kirby described. “I turned around
and said, ‘Oh that’s cool!”

The deal was nearly sealed less
than nine minutes into the second half
when Bond slipped a cross over to the
right side where Butler, with the sun
at her back, launched a high looping
shot just over the reach of Lawler and
the ball lodged into the left corner for
the score.

“Me and Nat had a good give-and-
go. I was looking for more of a cross
and then it hit off the wrong part of my
foot. It went up and over. I was just
lucky. She couldn’t see. Sometimes it
happens,” Butler expressed.

With changes of personnel going
on and off the field for the Blue Dev-
ils, the Royals had a moment of glory
when Ngoma won a scramble and
pushed a shot past keeper Erin Harris
for a 3-1 score. Nine minutes later
with 14:01 on the clock, Butler, on the
right, ripped a long cross to McDevitt,
who was charging in from the left.
McDevitt headed it toward the net.
Lawler made the stop but the ball
slipped away and Dobosiewicz was
in position to tap it in.

“I was on a give-and-go with Sophie
Hendricks. I saw Melina. I crossed
over to Melina. Melina headed it to
the goal and the goalie punched out
then Faith put it in,” Butler described.

“Katie had a very nice cross to Mel.

She had a beautiful header right to the
goalie and the goalie hit it out to me
and I was there to put it in,”
Dobosiewicz confirmed.

With 5:53 remaining, Ngoma
slipped past some defenders, forcing
Harris to come out, then tapped it in
for the score.

“We took it to them first half. Re-
ally good plays. Second half we go up
3-0. We don’t love giving up goals
obviously, and we gave up two of
them at the end but that’s what hap-
pens when you have sub players and
you don’t have your regulars in there.
We messed up a couple of times. We
got some the younger ones in there.
They got the lay of the land, which we
are excited about. They will learn,”
Coach Schmidt said.

“They didn’t get out of their entire
half. That was our emphasis. High
press! High Press! And we played
that, especially in the first half. That’s
what we are looking to do and carry it
on throughout the rest of our regular
season games. We have some big ones
coming up this week and especially in
the county tournament and state tour-
nament as well,” Bond said.

“We are really happy. The first half
especially. We played really well the
first half. The second half we were
trying some people in different places,
so you are going to lose some of the
momentum,” Coach Schmidt noted.
“This is a big week for us — Oak
Knoll, Summit and Scotch Plains. So
to kick off this week, we had a really

good practice yesterday and kicked
off against Oak Knoll, who was 6-1-
1. We might see them again in the
county semis if they beat Cranford.
We are excited for that.”
Oak Knoll 0 2 2
Westfield 2 2 4

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING A FOOT ON THE BALL...Blue Devil co-captain Grace Elliott, No. 15, gets her foot on the ball before an Oak
Knoll Royal can get to it at Gary Kehler Stadium on October 3. Westfield beat Oak Knoll, 4-2.

Soccer Blue Devils Beat
Hilltopper Boys, 4-2

The No. 16 Westfield High School
boys soccer team defeated Summit,
4-2, in Summit on October 5. Jack
Dobosiewicz scored a goal and an
assist, and Andrew Echausse, Tate
Kronick and Devon Tikku each net-
ted a goal, while Lee Beauchamp,
Dave Sprung and Mark Walters added
an assist. Delmar Argenal and Luc
Curragh scored for the Hilltoppers.
Goalkeeper Josh Mendelson made six
saves for Westfield and James Ford
had four saves for Summit.
Westfield 2 2 4
Summit 2 0 2

Soccer Raiders Blank
Highlander Boys, 1-0
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School boys soccer team continued
on its winning roll with a 1-0 shutout
of Governor Livingston in Berkeley
Heights on October 5. Zidan Abdella
on an assist fro co-captain Jack Brady
scored the sole goal in the first half.
Goalkeeper Aaron Schack made three
saves, while GL keeper Andre Perez
Santella made 11 saves.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballhoo Sports


