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SOUND THE SHOFAR...Fourth grader Yael Klieger was the youngest
congregant to blow the shofar during Rosh Hashanah services last month at
Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains. Prior to the Jewish High Holidays,
Yael also visited all the classes in the synagogue’s religious school to demonstrate
how this ancient instrument is sounded. Yael is pictured with her own shofar,
practicing in the office of Cantor Matt Axelrod, who had taught her the
traditional shofar notes.

St. Bart’s to Host
Panel on Refugees

SCOTCH PLAINS — St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church will host a panel
discussion entitled “The Refugee
Crisis — What Don’t We Know?” on
Thursday, October 19, at 7 p.m. It
will be held in the gym at the church,
located at 2032 Westfield Avenue,
Scotch Plains.

The community is invited to join
in on the conversation and learn more
about refugee issues from a panel of
experts who have worked in the field
of refugee resettlement. For more
information, interested persons may
contact Elaine Coupe at
stbcommunityoutreach@gmail.com.
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BUBBLY...Olivia Perez, 7, creates a soap bubble at the annual welcome-back
picnic September 17 at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield. St. Paul’s also
last month welcomed a new rector, the Reverend Duncan Johnston, D.Min.

Planting-Cleanup On Tap
Saturday at Mindowaskin

WESTFIELD — The Friends of
Mindowaskin Park have scheduled a
Fall planting and cleanup for
Mindowaskin Park this Saturday,
October 14, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Volunteers and organizations are en-
couraged to participate and to bring
gloves, rakes and tools to trim shrubs
and for planting, to ready the park
for “Mindowaskin 2018.”

All volunteers should meet at The
Bandstand, located in the center of the
park, for registration and assignments.
Coffee, bottled water and bagels will
be available for volunteers. For more
information, call (908) 233-0028 or e-
mail info@mindowaskinpark.org.

According to the Friends, the plant-
ing and cleanup event can serve as a
“done-in-a-day” activity for organiza-
tions, schools and families or a way for
students, Scouts or congregants of
houses of worship to earn service hours.

The Friends of Mindowaskin is a
non-profit 501 (c)(3) organization,
founded in the early 1990s to revital-
ize and preserve the park. Its mission
is to ensure the long-term enjoyment

of this public park by the Westfield
community. Currently underway is a
fund-raising campaign for the
“Memory Walk” at the Bandstand
and other projects in preparation for
Mindowaskin’s 100th anniversary in
2018. Granite pavers with personal-
ized inscriptions are available for pur-
chase from The Friends. For further
information, visit the Friends’ website,
mindowaskinpark.org, or call (908)
233-0028.

Elected board members for 2017
include: Deborah Burslem, Gail Smith,
B. Carol Molnar, Robert Burslem, Jane
Curtis, Fontaine Gatti, Bruce Long,
Paul Nazzaro, Richard Rader, Kevin
Redden, Craig Stock and Barbara
Vincentsen.

MLK Association to Hold
Open House October 28

WESTFIELD — The Dr. Martin
Luther King Association of
Westfield invites the public to at-
tend an open house program on
Saturday, October 28, to learn more
about the Association, now in its
31st year, and to consider joining
the organization in its endeavors.
This event will take place from 3 to
5 p.m. at the Westfield Community
Center, located at 558 West Broad
Street, Westfield.

For more than three decades the
MLK Association has promoted
events and activities in the com-
munity that promulgate justice and
respect for others. The Association
sponsors an annual essay, poetry
and art contest in the schools that
encourages students to think about
how to improve community life for
diverse people. The Association’s
annual commemoration service will
be held this year on Monday, Janu-
ary 15, with the time and location
to be announced.

In addition, the Association
erected the monument honoring the
life of Dr. King on South Avenue
that “serves as a sacred community
space to give voice to concerns for
justice in our country,” according
to the organization.

In April of last year, the Associa-

tion organized a well-attended
“Community Discussion on Race”
that featured a panel of community
leaders representing different sec-
tors of the town. The questions
raised conversations with the
mayor, police chief, town adminis-
trator, school superintendent and
high-school principal.

Attendees at the open house will
have an opportunity to learn more
about upcoming projects and
events, and/or volunteering. For
more information, call Donnell
Carr at (908) 456-3931.

Scotch Plains Library Posts
October Book Club Dates

Support Group to Be
Held For Alzheimer’s
WESTFIELD — Jewish Family

Service (JFS) of Central New Jersey,
a non-sectarian health and social ser-
vice agency, will host an Alzheimer’s
Support Group, through Alzheimer’s
New Jersey, on Friday, October 20.
The group will meet from 10 to 11
a.m. at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, located at 140 Mountain
Avenue, Westfield.

Free and open to Alzheimer’s/de-
mentia caregivers in the community,
this program is run in accordance
with Alzheimer’s New Jersey guide-
lines. Participants are welcome to
join the group at any time. The sup-
port group is not suitable for indi-
viduals with the dementia diagnosis.

Registration is recommended. If
planning to attend, or seeking more
information about JFS’ program for
Alzheimer’s and Dementia Disorders,
contact Alice Greenberg-Sheedy at
agreenberg-sheedy@jfscentralnj.org
or (908) 352-8375.

Presby. Church of Cranford
Plans Fish and Chips Dinner

CRANFORD — The First Pres-
byterian Church of Cranford, lo-
cated at 11 Springfield Avenue, will
host a Fish and Chips Dinner on
Friday, October 20. Dinners will
be served continuously from 5 to
7:30 p.m. The menu will include a
fish or chicken option, served with
French fries and coleslaw. The cost
is $17 for adults and $9 for chil-
dren. Participants may dine in or
take out their meals.

Tickets may be obtained by call-
ing the First Presbyterian Church
office at (908) 276-8440. Proceeds
will help support church mission
programs.

The First Presbyterian Church
of Cranford is an active and vi-
brant congregation of the Presby-
terian Church (USA). Morning
worship begins at 10 a.m. on Sun-
day in the sanctuary. Sunday school

begins at 10:15 a.m. with children
attending worship with their par-
ents for the first 15 minutes. There
are multiple choir opportunities for
young people and for adults.

Multiple mission opportunities
also are offered, including serving
on a weekly soup kitchen team in
Elizabeth, assisting with homeless
programs, youth mission trips and
youth group activities, an annual
adult mission trip to Nicaragua and
a Grief Recovery Group. The
church’s mission program supports
more than 25 different organiza-
tions, with service opportunities
available to all in each one.

For more information about the
life of the First Presbyterian
Church of Cranford, call the
church office at (908) 276-8440
or visi t  the church websi te ,
firstprescranford.org.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Public Library has
revealed the dates and details for
upcoming meetings of its book
clubs during October.

The Evening Book Club will dis-
cuss “Necessary Lies” by Diane
Chamberlain on Monday, October
16, at 7 p.m. Set in rural Grace
County, N.C., in a time of state-
mandated sterilizations and racial
tension, “Necessary Lies” tells the
story of two young women, seem-
ingly worlds apart, but both haunted
by tragedy. Jane and Ivy are thrown
together and must ask themselves:
how can you know what you be-
lieve is right, when everyone is
telling you it is wrong.

The Afternoon Book Club will
discuss “Commonwealth” by Ann
Patchett on Tuesday, October 17,
at 1 p.m. “Commonwealth” is the

story of two broken families and
the paths their lives take over the
course of 40 years, through love
and marriage, death and divorce,
and a dark secret from childhood
that lies underneath it all.

The library’s book clubs are free
and open to the public. For more
information, go to scotlib.org, e-
mail library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or
stop by the library Reference Desk.
The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township.

Westfield Area Y to Begin
Fall 2 Registration Today

WESTFIELD — Registration for
the Westfield Area YMCA Fall 2
session will begin at 6 p.m. today,
Thursday, October 12, for Full
members, and at 7:30 a.m. on Mon-
day, October 16, for Basic and non-
members. The Fall 2 session runs
from October 29 to December 23.

The Y is gearing up for its youth
basketball league season with a
three-week, pre-season clinic on
Sundays, October 22, 29 and No-
vember 5. Winter basketball leagues
for boys and girls in Kindergarten
through age 14 are registering now.

Two new aquatics programs will
be offered in the Fall 2 session: Ad-
vanced Stroke Mechanics for youth
ages 8 to 12 and a six-hour Aquatics
Leader program offered over three

Sundays in November for those ages
12 to 15. The Y continues to offer
sports classes and swim lessons for
every age and skill level. Free swim
assessments are available.

Dance Academy and Tae Kwon
Do offer programs for participants
preschool age through adult.

Adults and senior adults can enjoy
Bridge classes, land and water exer-
cise classes, lunchtime lectures and
holiday events. Special health group
programs such as Delay the Disease:
Exercise to Fight Parkinson’s Symp-
toms, Arthritis Exercise Program,
Aquatics for People with Disabili-
ties, Project Healthy Bones, and Spe-
cial Population Personal Training
continue to be offered. Programs for
people with special needs of all ages
also are available.

For information on all classes,
programs, leagues and events of-
fered at the Westfield Area YMCA,
visit westfieldynj.org or the Main Y
Facility Welcome Center, located at
220 Clark Street, Westfield. The
Welcome Center also can be reached
at (908) 301-YMCA (9622).

The Y is dedicated to strengthen-
ing communities through youth de-
velopment, healthy living and social
responsibility. Financial assistance
is available for those who qualify.

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.
1992 - 2017 • CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Teen Anime Club
To Meet Oct. 23

SCOTCH PLAINS — Local
youth are invited to join the teen
librarians and the ever-expanding
membership of the Teen Anime
Club at the Scotch Plains Public
Library for conversation and ac-
tivities taking place on Monday, Oc-
tober 23, at 7 p.m.

Participants will watch the
widely-acclaimed anime series
Your Lie in April, discuss favorite
titles and enjoy snacks. They are
invited to come dressed in their
favorite anime/manga costume or
any costume at all. Registration is
required. This club is for teens in
grades 6 to 12 only.

To register, visit scotlib.org, e-
mail library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or
stop by the library Reference Desk.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township.

THEY’RE PLAYING
BASKETBALL...Westfield Area
YMCA teens sharpen their basketball
skills. Registration for the YMCA’s
Fall 2 session will get underway today.
Among the offerings are Winter bas-
ketball leagues and clinics.

Library Now Offers
Digital Magazines

GARWOOD — The Garwood Pub-
lic Library is now offering digital
magazines. Through the Garwood
Library’s website, RBdigital/Zinio
Magazines now offers full-color digi-
tal magazines for desktops and mo-
bile devices, with no holds, no check-
out periods and no limits.

More than 65 digital magazines are
provided through the library website.
Magazines such as Better Homes and
Gardens, Family Handyman and
Highlights, among others, can be
downloaded onto an iPad, personal
computer or phone to read anytime,
online or offline.

Interested persons can go to the
library’s website, youseemore.com/
garwood, click on the Zinio tab and
use their library card number as their
password.

Rosary Altar Society
Offers Tropicana Trip
GARWOOD — The Rosary Altar

Society of the Church of St. Anne
has planned a trip to the Tropicana in
Atlantic City for Sunday, October
29. The bus will leave at 11:30 a.m.
sharp from St. Anne’s Church, lo-
cated at 325 Second Avenue,
Garwood, and return at approxi-
mately 9:30 p.m.

The cost is $30 per person with a
slot return of $25. Interested persons
are asked to make their reservations
for the trip as soon as possible by
calling Jennie at (908) 789-0778 or
Eileen at (908) 789-0414.
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