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live up

Tix at www.jccnj.org or Film Festival Hotline at 908-889-8800 x208.

1 3 t h  A N N U A L
Fall 2017

October 17 - November 14
Rialto NewVision Theater 

Plenty of seating...
screening in 2 auditoriums

Tuesday, October 17

7:30 p.m.

Monday, October 23 

7:30 p.m.

Monday, November 6 
7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, November 1 
7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, November 14

7:30 p.m.

Shelley Brindle 
For Mayor 

shelley@brindleforwestfield.com

brindleforwestfield.com

@brindleforwestfield

Paid for by: Brindle for Westfield Mayor, 900 Minisink Way, 07090

Garwood Voters Interested
In Borough’s Redevelopment

Brian McGann Joins
Beacon Trust Co.

WESTFIELD — Brian McGann of
Westfield has joined Beacon Trust Com-
pany as executive managing director of
investment strategy. He will also lead and
direct a team that is responsible for in-
vestment strategy and deployment, port-
folio management, research and trading,
and institutional distribution.

Prior to joining Beacon Trust he was
executive director of portfolio solutions
for UBS Private Bank. He has held simi-
lar positions with HSBC Bank USA, JP
Morgan Securities, and Marine Midland
Securities.

Mr. McGann received a bachelor’s
degree from the University of Delaware.

GARWOOD – The most frequent ques-
tions submitted by Garwood residents to
be asked of the candidates for Borough
Council during a discussion later this
month concern redevelopment.

All Garwood residents have been in-
vited to submit further questions to
PointeForum@gmail.com and to attend
the discussions, which will be held in the
clubhouse at the Pointe, the condominium
complex between Maple and Chestnut
Streets.

The Democratic candidates – Russ
Graham and Sara Todisco – will appear at
the session at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday,
October 26. The Republican nominees –
Michael Collings and Richard
McCormack – have said they will not
participate.

Ms. Todisco, a middle-school teacher,
has been a member of the Council since
2011 and currently serves as its presi-
dent. Mr. Graham, a former member of
the Board of Education and a Vietnam
veteran, is a retired small-business owner.

Mr. Collings and Mr. McCormack,
both longtime residents of Garwood and
active members of the Knights of Colum-

bus, are newcomers to elective politics.
“The redevelopment of our town is a

major issue for Garwood,” said Christine
Spear, the president of the condominium’s
board. “But our discussions will not be
limited to that topic. We will also hear the
candidates out on such matters as taxes
and shared services.”

Light refreshments will be served after
the formal discussion. Parking is avail-
able in the large lot behind the commer-
cial buildings on North Avenue between
Maple and Chestnut Streets. A stairway
leads from the lot to the clubhouse.

WESTFIELD AREA YMCA  
220 Clark St., Westfield  908-301-9622  westfieldynj.org        westfieldareay      westfieldareaymca 
Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.  Financial assistance is available.  

Improve your health, enrich your 

family’s life, and be part of the 

community:  

¶ Sports, aquatics, family classes  

¶ Youth/teen enrichment and leadership 

¶ Basketball leagues and preseason clinics 

Kindergarten-age 14 

¶ Dance Academy and Tae Kwon Do 

¶ Programs for people with special needs  

¶ Adult and senior social, recreational and 

health and wellness  

¶ Full-day, half-day and before/after 

school child care education  

… and more! 

JUMP START 

YOUR GAME 

Priority registration 

opens 10/12  
for the Fall 2 session!  

Positive PARCC Results
Addressed at BOE Meeting

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Assistant Superin-
tendent for Curriculum and Instruction
Liz Azukas reported to the Cranford Board
of Education Monday night on district-
wide PARCC (Partnership for Assess-
ment of Readiness for College and Ca-
reers) scores at the open work session
meeting.

Ms. Azukas reported that Cranford is
“exceeding the state average and the cross
state average in some cases rather signifi-
cantly” for proficiency levels.

For PARCC testing, a score of 1 did
not meet expectations, a 2 partially met
expectations, a 3 approached expecta-
tions, a 4 met expectations and a 5 ex-
ceeded expectations. Students are con-
sidered proficient if they score a 4 or
above.

In the English/Language Arts/Literacy
Assessment (ELA) portion of the test,
63.5 percent of Cranford third-grade stu-
dents achieved level 4 results while the
state average is 50.4 percent and the cross
state average is 40 percent.

For the mathematics assessment por-
tion of the test, 76.3 percent of fifth-grade
Cranford students achieved a 4 while the
state average was 47.3 percent and the
cross state average was 35.8 percent.

A comparison of scores in the district
over the last three years shows that, while
there are a couple of areas that need to be
looked at, such as a decrease in level 4
and 5 scores in grade 3 for ELA, overall
the district has “shown tremendous
growth,” according to Ms. Azukas.

Fifty-five percent of fourth-grade stu-
dents in the district were proficient in
ELA in 2015, while 51 percent were
proficient in 2016 and 2017. Forty-eight
percent of fifth-grade students were pro-
ficient in mathematics in 2015 while 59
percent were proficient in 2016 and 2017.

Overall, district-wide, 70 percent of
Cranford students were proficient in ELA
in 2016 while 77 percent were proficient
in 2017. Likewise, 56 percent of Cranford
students district-wide were proficient in
mathematics in 2016 while 60 percent
were proficient in mathematics in 2017.

Moving forward, Ms. Azukas told the
board members they should celebrate the
success of the scores, do what they could
to replicate that success, continue to work

on effective integration of technology,
continue to align assessments to stan-
dards, depth of knowledge and PARCC
style and continue to monitor and assess
instruction.

Ms. Azukas told the board, “we’ll con-
tinue to drill down into those scores and
look at exactly where the issues are so we
can target them.”

Superintendent Scott Rubin, Ed.D.,
commented that the district also is using
“data warehousing and data analysis” that
teachers will have access to so they can
examine why some students are successful
and others struggle. This can help teachers
get a better understanding of what they
need to do to provide proficiency.

Board member William Hulse inquired
about data collected in regards to the
number of students taking the PARCC
test from 2015 until the present time.

Ms. Azukas told Mr. Hulse, “we’ve
remained fairly consistent” with a slight
increase each year the test has been ad-
ministered.

“Last year we were one of the few
districts in the county that had a 95-
percent participation rate,” Ms. Azukas
told the board.

In other business, the board accepted a
donation from the Livingston Avenue
School Parent Teacher Association in the
amount of $4,000 to support the Elemen-
tary STEAM/Makers space development
in the Livingston Avenue School Library.

The next regular board meeting will be
on Monday, October 23.

CURBSIDE RECYCLING...Fanwood Democratic council candidates Anthony
Carter, second from left, and incumbent Russ Huegel, right, are pictured with
Nicole Seymour of Estelle Lane, one of the satisfied customers of Fanwood’s
curbside recycling program. The program was begun a year ago after more than
28 years of residents hauling recyclables to a drop-off center.

Fanwood 5K on Oct. 21
FANWOOD — The Fanwood 5K Su-

per Hero Run and Family Fun Run re-
turns on Saturday, October 21, at La
Grande Park in Fanwood.

The fun run starts at 3:30 p.m. fol-
lowed by the 5K at 4 p.m.

All proceeds from the event will go to
the Fanwood Recreation Department to
help purchase new playground equip-
ment, build new recreation facilities and
expand recreational programs for all lo-
cal residents.

Westfield GOP Discuss
2017 Election Issues

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield has four
open town council seats, one for each ward
this year, as well as the mayoral seat.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky is seeking his
third term as mayor, and has served on the
council for 15 years, first serving as coun-
cilman in the third ward. He has lived in
Westfield for 20 years with his wife,
Debbie, and raised his four children and
nephew in the town.

“I am running again because I have the
energy, definitely the expertise…and the
compassion to continue being mayor,”
Mayor Skibitsky said in an interview with
his running mates for council at The
Westfield Leader and The Times.

James Corcoran is running for his first
seat on council, in Ward 2. Mr. Corcoran is
a graduate of Westfield High School and
Villanova University. He currently is work-
ing as a senior vice-president for a global real
estate company. He is looking to “give back
to this town and continue to lead this town in
the successful direction it has been going.”

Sam Della Fera is looking to continue
serving Ward 1 as councilman for a third
term. “My experience has helped the town
successfully overcome challenges of the
great recession, the terrible storms…Irene
and Sandy,” said Mr. Della Fera, a 21-
year resident.

Keith Loughlin, born and raised in town,
is seeking his third term as councilman for
Ward 4. He has worked with the recreation
commission to develop plans for renovat-
ing Tamaques Park, which he said he
would see it come to fruition if elected.
Also, he has worked with the mayor to get
one-seat train rides to New York City for
peak times and also on weekends. “We
didn’t have any one-seat rides, we now
have nine outbound and nine inbound on
weekdays, next step is peak, and then
weekends,” he said. Mr. Loughlin also
said it is important to him to protect prop-
erty values, and keep the town safe.

David Oliveira is seeking for re-elec-
tion for Ward 3 councilman. He has lived
in town with his wife for 14 years and
have raised their children here. During
his time as Public Works Committee chair,
he has seen the Department of Public
Works plant 500 trees this year, upgrades
to parks, and increased services at the
conservation center. “I am proud of those

accomplishments,” he said. “I am a busi-
ness administrator of a school district and
well versed in public finance and it has
been a great asset for the finance commit-
tee,” Mr. Oliveira said.

Westfield’s downtown has seen some
changes as a result of initiatives being
implemented per recommendations of the
Mayor’s Downtown Task Force over the
last year. The Leader/Times asked about
the vacancy rate downtown and how the
town proposes to keep Westfield’s down-
town competitive.

“We are at 93 percent occupancy rate on
the first floor and if you include the second
floor even higher,” the Mayor  said, calling
it “phenomenal.” He said the council has
added about 120 shopper parking spaces
downtown, changed antiquated liquor
laws that allowed Addams Tavern to open,
which in turn he said, “helped bring busi-
ness to other restaurants in town.”

Mr. Corcoran said he has met people run-
ning business in their home who are interested
in renting office space downtown. “I’d like to
put them together…and do a shared space...and
cut down on their overhead and do combined
advertising marketing for their businesses…,”
Mr. Corcoran said.

The town currently has a AAA bond
rating by Standard & Poor’s. “It is mean-
ingful because It is evidence of good
government, it is meaningful because its
saves taxpayers’ money,” Mr. Della Fera
said because it allows the town take on
debt at lower interest rates.

In regards to the town’s surplus, Mayor
Skibitsky said, “We have done the smart
thing. We built up the surplus…When we
enter another recession or an emergency
happens we have the funds needed to
handle it. It’s a balance.” “I think we are
right at the right number. The credit agen-
cies seem to agree,” Mayor Skibitsky said.

In terms of development and affordable
housing, Mr. Della Fera said the town’s
recent development 333 Central Avenue
has been seen as a positive asset amongst
downtown business owners because it
brings added shoppers and diners down-
town. “We have done a very good job
managing our affordable housing obliga-
tions,” Mayor Skibitsky said.“We haven’t
had a builder’s remedy lawsuit,” he said.

Audio of the full interview can be
heard at www.goleader.com/services/
video/2017.


