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Mayor: Downtown Redevelop.
Is Moving Forward in Township

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Members of
the downtown redevelopment com-
mittee were peppered last week with
questions from residents and busi-
ness owners about various aspects of
the redevelopment effort that is now
starting to shift into gear.

At a town hall meeting at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School on Oc-
tober 4 that was attended by several
dozen, Mayor Alexander Smith, who
heads the committee, said redevelop-
ment efforts will hopefully start in the
first half of 2018, with the focus be-
ing on some of the township-owned
properties that include the library,
municipal building, north-side

firehouse and some of the municipal
parking lots.

As he has at previous meetings, he
said that redevelopment efforts will
be centered to a great extent around
building enough affordable housing
to satisfy the township’s obligations
under a still-to-be finalized settle-
ment of litigation with several devel-
opers. He expects about 3,000 new
overall housing units to be built in
Scotch Plains over the next eight or
so years, with slightly more than half
to be located on whatever large tracts
of land are available on the south side
of town and at the site of the Bowcraft
Amusement Park.

The remaining 1,300 or so units
will be constructed in and around the

downtown business district. Fifteen
percent of new housing developments
must be deemed “affordable,” with
renters having to meet certain income
requirements to live in those units at
lower rental rates. That would mean
about 450 of the total new housing
stock would be identified as afford-
able. The mayor estimated that nearly
half of those 450 units would be lo-
cated in the general downtown area
as part of the overall 1,300 or so units
to be built in that neighborhood.

And he emphasized that all the new
housing will not be situated solely in
the central business district — along
Park Avenue from Grand Street to
Westfield Avenue and the first block-
and-a-half of East Second Street
where the first phase of redevelop-
ment is focused. There are six other
phases that will eventually be ad-
dressed by the redevelopment com-
mittee and new housing also will be
located there. Phase 2 encompasses
Park Avenue from Grand Street to
Route 22, Phase 3 includes Park Av-
enue from East Second Street/
Westfield Avenue to Portland Avenue,
Phase 4 is East Second Street from
Senger Place to Myrtle Avenue, and
Phase 5 runs from Myrtle Avenue to
Farley Avenue on East Second Street.
Phases 6 and 7 encompass Terrill
Road from the Fanwood border north
to the Watchung border.

After the mayor’s remarks, resi-
dents and property owners spoke
about a number of concerns, includ-
ing the impact of potentially 6,000
new residents — and the resulting
number of school-age children — on
the township’s infrastructure and ser-
vices as well as on the school system.
The mayor said that there would be an
impact on the school system, but
added that the new buildings — which
will be a mix of commercial and retail
on the ground floor and residential
units on second and third floors —
would result in more tax revenue to

Zoning Bd. to Vote On Cell
Tower Antennas In Nov.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment will complete its
hearing next month on a cell tower
application by New Cingular Wire-
less, which is seeking to replace its
antennas on a PSE&G transmission
tower in the Judy Lane neighborhood
off Terrill Road.

At its October 5 meeting, the board
started its fourth hearing on the appli-
cation by listening to seven neighbor-
hood residents voice their objections
to the proposal. New Cingular Wire-
less has housed its antennas on tem-
porary poles for the past several years
while PSE&G undertook its multi-
year project to upgrade and modern-
ize its transmission towers and power
lines.

Thomas Patterson, a Judy Lane resi-
dent, told the board the antennas and
utility building that will be built at the
tower’s base would have a detrimen-
tal impact on his neighborhood, which
he described as being “very quiet.”

He also raised concerns about poten-
tial health risks from the antennas,
saying they “don’t belong in a resi-
dential neighborhood.” Joe Guidi,
who lives on Ramapo Way within
sight of the tower, accused New
Cingular of having “shown no inter-
est” in looking at any other sites for its
antennas. Another Judy Lane resi-
dent spoke about the impact of the
antennas “on this beautiful residen-
tial community.”

At last Thursday’s meeting, there
were six voting members of the board
in attendance, as well as Albert Muller,
who joined the board that evening but
was ineligible to vote on the applica-
tion. Board Chairman Ken Anderson
said New Cingular had the option of
waiting until the board’s Thursday,
November 2 meeting, when seven
board members are expected to be in
attendance, for a vote. With five affir-
mative votes needed to approve a
use-variance request, New Cingular’s
attorney, Christopher Quinn, asked

Emergency Generator Is
Eyed for Police Academy

Walter Discusses High
Density Housing, Library

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder board reviewed a number
of resolutions involving contracts for
facilities and road or bridge improve-
ment projects at its agenda setting
meeting last Thursday.

The board will vote at its regular
meeting tonight to award a $1.4-mil-
lion contract to Colonnelli Brothers,
Inc., of Hackensack, for replacement
of the East Hazelwood Avenue minor
bridge in Rahway. The board also
will vote on a $589,265 contract to
Tony & Son, Inc., of Colonia, for the
superstructure replacement of the
Hussa Street Bridge in Linden. The
Linden project is funded through the
New Jersey Department of
Transportation’s 2015 Local Bridge
Future Needs Program.

Also considered was a $12,965 in-
crease in the contract to LCA Engi-
neering, LLC, of Union, for addi-
tional engineering services for the
installation of an emergency genera-
tor at the John H. Stamler Police
Academy in Scotch Plains. The new
contract is for $91,085. Joseph
Graziano, director of the Department
of Engineering, Public Works and
Facilities Management, said the same
company installed a generator a few
years ago at the engineering depart-
ment in Scotch Plains. He said the
Police Academy and the engineering
generator projects were “tied into one”
contract.

He said some additional changes
were needed for the engineering build-
ing project as well as where the gen-
erator was to be situated due to under-
ground conditions found during dig-

ging. There also is an emergency gen-
erator at the public safety complex in
Westfield. Mr. Graziano said the three
locations can now be used as emer-
gency operation centers during
storms.

The board also inquired about a
lease agreement the county is about
to enter into with the Elizabeth branch
of Gateway Family YMCA for rent
space for Intoxicated Driver Resource
Center education classes in 2018. The
rent will be $520 per day for a mini-
mum of 52 days in an amount not to
exceed $27,040. The one-year con-
tract begins January 1, 2018. The
space is at 1564 Irving Street in
Rahway. Acting Director of Human
Services, Karen Dinsmore, said the
county is required to offer 26 sessions
for the program. She said there will
be no cost to the county.

The board is set to concur with
Cranford to close Springfield Av-
enue between North Avenue and
North Union Avenue on Sunday,
October 15, for the 125th anniver-
sary event for the Cranford Fire De-
partment. The event runs from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. (Please see editorial
on page 4.)

Another resolution will proclaim
Saturday, October 21, as Red Ribbon
Day throughout Union County.

“Red Ribbon is celebrated locally
and nationally to increase awareness
and support for substance abuse pre-
vention, treatment and recovery,” ac-
cording to Prevention Links, a non-
profit organization based in Roselle.

At the start of the meeting, Daphne
Lee of Rahway was honored as the
first woman from New Jersey to win
the Miss Black USA title.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Brian Walter is
running as a Republican candidate
for Fanwood Borough Council. The
council has two seats open this elec-
tion year. Mr. Walter is running against
Democratic incumbent Russell
Huegel and newcomer Anthony
Carter.

Mr. Walter is hopeful to add an-
other voice to the all-Democratic
council. “A voice that is different
than a one-party voice, and the coun-
cil has been that way for a very long
time,” Mr. Walter said.

Mr. Walter lives in Fanwood with
his wife and two children. Born and
raised in Scotch Plains, he graduated
from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School in 1997. He subsequently at-
tended the French Culinary Institute,
where he graduated with honors in
1999. As a volunteer, he has served as
president of the Fanwood Business
Association, board member for the
Fanwood Community Foundation,
and a founder and president of the
Fanwood St. Patrick’s Day fundraiser,
among many other organizations.

In an interview October 4 with The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, Mr.
Walter discussed issues such as high-
density housing and the Fanwood
Memorial Library renovation and
expansion.

Fanwood has designated redevel-
opment zones and areas in need of
rehabilitation to allow for builders to
develop lots while having the ability
to make payments in lieu of taxes, or
tax abatements, which are tactics to
persuade developers to buy and rede-
velop land, as well as to encourage
improvements to existing properties.
In recent years, Fanwood’s main cor-
ridors have evolved with new mixed-
use and residential buildings.

“My neighbors and I want to know
what is going on. I think that is impor-
tant. I live on Fourth Street…just to CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SAVING TREES...Union County held a paper-shredding event Saturday morn-
ing at Union County Vocational-Technical Schools’ parking lot in Scotch Plains.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LIGHTING THE CANDLES…Before the October 6 Vigil for Vegas, candles are lit at the Dhammakaya Meditation Center’s
garden in Fanwood. The service honored the victims of the tragedy that occurred the prior Sunday in Las Vegas, in which
58 people were killed.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUPPORTING DACA...On Thursday night a rally to protest the end of DACA
(Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) took place outside the office of Con-
gressman Leonard Lance (R-7th)  in Westfield.  "Sun Sets on DACA and We Rise
Up" rallies took place across New Jersey, including in Westfield, to demand
Congress support a path to citizenship for immigrant youth. Several organizations
including Make the Road New Jersey took part.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TALKING FANWOOD...Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times reporter Christina M.
Hinke meets with Republican candidate for Fanwood Borough Council Brian
Walter last Wednesday. Please see story on this page.

have gigantic buildings being put up
with the promise that it is going to
make the town better and our town
beautiful...,” he said, “but they don’t
have to pay taxes and our taxes still
go up.”

Another recent issue facing the
council is funding improvements to
the library. The Fanwood Memorial
Library Board of Trustees has re-
quested the council consider invest-
ing in renovations and an expansion,
which is estimated to cost $3 million.
However, as the mayor and council
are considering the proposal, Mayor
Colleen Mahr has said that the bor-
ough is facing a shortage of revenue.

“Does it have to be triple the size
and take away all that beauty that is in
that neighborhood? I don’t think so.
Can we do something to expand it or
add space for tutoring?…I don’t have
the zoning or bids in front of me…but
certainly, if there is enough people
who want it, there is something we
have to talk about it…. There are
people in that neighborhood who have
come to me and are very upset with
the possibility of them losing some-
thing — the view of that beautiful
neighborhood or the aesthetics of that
neighborhood [should the library be
expanded], and the library adds to
that beauty...It is an important part of


