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School for Special Needs
OK’d for Commerce Dr.

By REBECCA GLASSER-BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Cranford zon-
ing board of adjustment on Monday
granted Cornerstone Day School a D
variance to turn a vacant location at
10-12 Commerce Drive into a school
for children with special needs. The
building, located in a commercial zone
where such a school is not currently
permitted, has been vacant for two
years.

Leonore Johnston, the executive
director of Cornerstone Day School,
told the board that one of the biggest
reasons that the company is inter-
ested in this location is due to the
outdoor area, saying it would be ben-
eficial to their cause. Cornerstone
had six witnesses speak on their be-
half.

Allan Blau, the founder of Corner-
stone Day School, said they were
planning on using the first and second
floors for classrooms, as well as
therapy rooms. The school would have
grades 5 through 12, but the middle
school would be separate from the
high school. The goal for this pro-
gram is to prepare special needs stu-
dents for being integrated back into
their public school, which takes ap-
proximately 18 to 22 months, accord-

ing to Mr. Blau.
The applicant said they will not

make any adjustments to the exterior
of the building. However, they sought
a variance to create a barrier in the
outdoor area to protect the students
from noise from the nearby Garden
State Parkway. The applicant also is
to make changes to the interior of the
building in order to make it acces-
sible to everyone. They also have
proposed a second bathroom for stu-
dents, as well as an elevator to allow
the building to be accessible to all
students.

Traffic studies presented at the
meeting showed that ultimately this
proposed use will not impact the
moderate to low vehicular traffic al-
ready occurring in the area. Students
will be dropped off by buses from
their local school districts at 7:45
a.m.

According to the school’s website,
“Cornerstone accepts students with
significant psychiatric and emotional
problems who cannot function within
a public school setting.”

“Cornerstone Day School is the
only school in New Jersey that is
accredited academically and licensed
to provide mental health services,”
the website states.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
A SUCCESSFUL CASINO NIGHT…On Saturday night Bonds of Courage, a non-profit organization that honors the
courage and commitment of armed service personnel who serve in the military, offered a night of games of chance and raffle
baskets at the Westfield National Guard Armory. Much of the food and drink was donated by area stores for this event that
celebrated its seventh anniversary.

New Town Clerk Sworn In
Following Gray’s Retirement

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Town Clerk
Claire Gray was given a proclama-
tion during her last town council meet-
ing Tuesday by Mayor Andy Skib-
itsky, thanking her for her “many years
of hard work and dedication to duty,”
with the governing body extending
“our collective very best wishes for a
long, healthy, and happy retirement.”

Ms. Gray first became a Registered
Municipal Clerk (RMC) in 2005.
Before becoming the town clerk, Ms.
Gray served as an office clerk in the
fire department and the recreation
department, and later as an executive
assistant in the Office of Administra-
tion.

Joining Ms. Gray at the meeting

were her husband, Tom; son, Gavin
Gray, and his daughter, Sadie; her
daughter, Kristin, her husband, Chad,
and their daughter, Lila.

“I feel very grateful to serve as
Westfield’s town clerk. I tried to be a
resource to whoever came to the
clerk’s office, and I have met so many
wonderful people over the years...,”
Ms. Gray told the board.

She thanked Town Administrator
Jim Gildea, with whom she has
worked for 20 years. “I have never
met a more dedicated, hardworking
person,” Ms. Gray said, holding back
tears.

“Mayor and council, I really en-
joyed working with you all. You al-
ways leave your ego at the door and
do the best you can for the citizens of

Westfield,” she told the governing
body. “You think about how your
decisions will affect them.”

“I am looking forward to retire-
ment, but it is sad. But I feel good that
I am leaving you with such capable
hands as (new Town Clerk) Tara
(Rowley),”she added.

Ms. Rowley was sworn in as the
new town clerk. She was formerly the
township clerk in Cranford for the
last 11 years, and has worked in a
municipal clerk’s office for 20 years.
“I am very excited to be here,” she
said.

Maureen Lawshe, who first started
as an intern, recently received her
RMC license, and was appointed to
the position of deputy town clerk.

During the business portion of the
meeting, three ordinances were
adopted. A $75,000 appropriation
raised by capital surplus was autho-
rized for the sanitary and storm sewer
improvements. The code of the town
was amended to read that snow and
ice is to be removed from sidewalks
within 24 hours after the snow has
ceased to fall. During or after snow-
storms, the police department will be
allowed to permit alternate side of the
street parking, and will post signage
where designated.

A special bond ordinance was in-
troduced to authorize the replace-
ment of the playground at
Mindowaskin Park and to appropri-
ate $1.3 million to fund the project.
Two matching grants, totaling
$60,000, from the Optimist Club and
the Union County Kids Recreation
Trust Fund have already been com-
mitted, and the town has applied for
other grants to help fund the improve-
ment.

Details of the new equipment and
design have yet to be determined, Mr.
Gildea told The Westfield Leader. The
town is hopeful to have the play-
ground ready in time for the June
centennial celebration of
Mindowaskin Park.

Improvements to Tamaques Park
also was on the agenda. A resolution
was passed to award a contract to
Amy Greene Environmental Consult-
ant for professional engineering ser-
vices to the recreation department to
prepare a master plan for future work
at Tamaques.

In the town’s first steps to achieve
compliance with its affordable-hous-
ing settlement, two ordinances were

Lawmakers Discuss Transportation,
Afford. Housing, Pensions at Forum

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS— State Sena-
tor Richard Codey (D-27th,
Roseland), Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield), Sena-
tor Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield),
Assemblywoman Nancy Pinkin (D-
18th, Edison) and Assemblyman Raj
Mukherji (D-33rd, Jersey City) pro-
vided candid insights and opinions
on a wide range of issues at a legisla-
tive breakfast hosted by the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (GWACC) on Tuesday at the
Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch
Plains. Assembly Speaker Vincent
Prieto (D-32nd, Secaucus) was un-
able to attend the event, which was
moderated by Stephanie Branna,
chairwoman of GWACC’s Legisla-
tive Committee.

The state’s crumbling infrastructure
and transit system were the focus of
considerable discussion. Mr. Codey,
who had served as New Jersey gover-
nor, said the current system is a “disas-
ter” and reminded the audience that

had outgoing Governor Chris Christie
not killed the Access to the Region’s
Corridor tunnel project in 2010, com-
muters today would have another tun-
nel connection to New York City. Ac-
cording to Sen. Codey, the health of all
of the communities in Union County
and other areas of the state depends on
the ability of residents to commute to
New York, and the funds raised from
the increased gasoline tax must be
dedicated to improving the roads and
transit system.

Sen. Kean and Asm. Bramnick
agreed. Mr. Kean noted that the Leg-
islature needs to support commuters
by pushing NJ Transit to provide Mid-
Town Direct train service during off-
peak hours. Mr. Bramnick said he
was proud of his vote to increase the
gasoline tax in order to replenish the
state’s Transportation Trust Fund
since it was coupled with a reduction
in the New Jersey estate tax. Asm.
Mukherji noted that while NJ Transit
fares have increased an average of 35
percent, the delays and breakdowns
have increased as well. He reminded
the audience that governors from both
parties raided the Transportation Trust
Fund, and as a result, it would be
necessary to “triage” programs in the

future to insure that the area’s most in
need of roadway improvements re-
ceived funds.

The panelists all acknowledged that
New Jersey recently ranked 50 out of
50 for fiscal solvency and that the
estimated $6 billion in unfunded pen-
sion liabilities was a significant chal-
lenge to the state, with no easy solu-
tions on the horizon. Mr. Codey
claimed there were limitations on how
much more state employees could be
asked to contribute to the shortfall,
while Sen. Kean contended that the
state needs to focus on creating con-
sistent tax policies and avoid the mis-
takes made by Connecticut or Seattle,
which, he noted, had recently driven
businesses from their states.

Asm. Bramnick said New Jersey
has an “affordability crisis,” as more
and more residents were moving to
less expensive areas. Asw. Pinkin
agreed and said hard choices will
need to be made. She advocated more
mergers and consolidation among
towns and communities, noting that
there was no need for each commu-
nity to have its own library or school
system. Sen. Kean disagreed, observ-
ing that in his opinion, while

Happy Thanksgiving!

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
NEWS FROM TRENTON...The Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
sponsored legislative forum Tuesday morning at the Shackamaxon Country Club
with state lawmakers. The panel answered questions from a moderator at the
event. Pictured, from left to right, are: Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-
21st, Westfield), Senator Dick Codey (D-27th, Roseland), Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield), Assemblyman Raj Mukherji (D-33rd,
Jersey City), and Assemblywoman Nancy Pinkin (D-18th, Edison).

Mirabelli: Meeting Planned
With BOE Re: Soccer Field

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Dozens of
residents asked the borough coun-
cil Tuesday night for clarity and
additional information regarding the
possible installation of soccer fields
and playground equipment at the
Beechwood School.

Several residents explained that
they had received an anonymous
letter which indicated that new soc-
cer fields had been approved and
would be installed at Beechwood,
and many others expressed concern
over the perception that the grant
money that the board of education
obtained would be used to build a
soccer field rather than to install
playground equipment.

After assuring all those present
that no soccer fields had been ap-
proved and no construction could
or would occur without the approval
of the board of education, Mayor
Paul Mirabelli read a statement that

explained that the 2017 Union
County Kids Recreation Trust Fund
grant application, which was sub-
mitted by the board of education,
was for a total of $90,000 —
$30,000 for the playground and
$60,000 for a potential soccer field.

Since the county only approved a
$50,000 grant, the council had
planned to pro rate the amount.
However, the mayor stated that the
council was now willing to commit
funds from its portion of the grant
to make sure that the playground is
fully funded, and a meeting will
soon be held with the board of edu-
cation to resolve the matter. The
mayor assured the public that the
council was anxious to support the
installation of playground equip-
ment at Beechwood and that no
fields would be authorized without
notice to and comment from the
public.

In other business, the council be-

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE…Mayor-Elect Shelley Brindle greets
Donald Kondroski at Casino Night held at the Westfield National Guard Armory
Saturday night. The fundraiser, organized by the Bonds of Courage, celebrated its
seventh year of this event that annually draws 400 soldiers, their families and the
community at-large for an evening of celebration for veterans. Seventy raffle
baskets and donated raffle items and games of chance provided a night of fun for
a good cause.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
GOODBYE AND WELCOME...Retiring Westfield Town Clerk Claire Gray,
left, stands next to Town Administrator Jim Gildea at her last town council
meeting on Tuesday night. At right is newly sworn in Town Clerk Tara Rowley,
who was previously township clerk in Cranford for the last 11 years.
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LEADER IN GREEN BAY...Robert Cozzolina of Westfield, right, holding a copy
of The Westfield Leader, attends Sunday’s Green Bay Packers game against the
Baltimore Ravens at Lambeau Field in Green Bay, Wis. Baltimore won, 23-0.

Freeholders Note Efforts
Of Cranford Track Friday

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The Union County
Freeholder Board recognized rep-
resentatives of the Cranford Jay-
cees Tuesday night for their efforts
to raise money for charity through
Cranford Track Friday, an event to
be held this Friday, November 24,
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the Ray
White Track on Myrtle Avenue.

According to its website, Track
Friday is a community-based move-
ment to mobilize people to support
charitable giving. Participants run
laps on a nearby high-school track
to raise awareness and funds for
causes that they care about. They
can then go online and donate to
their favorite charity through the
Track Friday online link, https://
trackfriday.razoo.com/team/Cran-
ford2017.

Eric Rubinson of the Jaycees told
the freeholders he first started a
Track Friday in his hometown of
Middletown, Monmouth County,
following the aftermath of Hurri-
cane Sandy in 2012. His goal of
raising $5,000 turned into $22,000.
As of Wednesday, more than $5,700
had been raised for a dozen differ-
ent charities in Cranford.

Mr. Rubinson said his choice to
hold the event on the day after
Thanksgiving each year was a take
on Black Friday, considered the
busiest shopping day of the year. He
said the goal is to have the commu-
nity redirect some of their time and
money to something good. Partici-
pants walk for the charity of their
choice and raise as much money as
they like and walk as far as they
want. This year, hurricane relief for
Puerto Rico and new musical in-
struments for Cranford middle
schools are among the various chari-
ties to benefit from Cranford Track
Friday.

Mr. Rubinson said the idea has
mushroomed and spread to towns
across 21 states. Every year he raises
money for the food bank while his
kids raise funds for the Linden Ani-
mal Shelter, “because they want ani-
mals to have homes.”

Arthur Hearns of the Cranford
Jaycees said he was looking to help
a charity group called Cranford
Family Care. He raised $2,000 at
last year’s Cranford Track Friday
for the charity, and said the overall

event raised more than $15,000 for
charity.

“This is a great program that re-
ally is inspirational in terms of the
community coming together to do
good works,” Freeholder Chris
Hudak said. “We hope to see it grow.
This is a great thing in terms of the
spirit of giving of the holidays.”

In other business, the board in-
creased a contract by $50,371 for a
new total of $525,711 to T. Slack
Environmental Services of
Kenilworth for the replacement of
two underground tanks at the
county’s public works facility in
Scotch Plains. Also approved was
the $135,000 purchase of synthetic
turf for the Warinanco Sports Cen-
ter, which recently underwent a $7-
million upgrade.

Union County Men’s Soccer
Coach Alex Louis was recognized
by the board for achieving his 300th
win as coach. He accomplished the
feat in September in a 7-1 victory
over Cumberland College.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HOLIDAY SEASON...Mountainside Restoration Committee Holiday Boutique
volunteers Carol Clark, Carol Goggi, Sandy Vandermeer and Ruth Goensi stand
in front of a Christmas Tree at Saturday’s Hetfield House Holiday Boutique.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
LOOKING FOR A RAFFLE WIN…A woman looks over the items up for raffle
at Casino Night, held Saturday night at the Westfield National Guard Armory.
The annual event was sponsored by Bonds of Courage, a non-profit organization
that honors the courage and commitment of armed service personnel who serve in
the military.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HOLIDAY SHOPPING...Pam Shaw shops for holiday gifts at last Saturday’s
Hetfield House Holiday  Boutique in Mountainside.

Quigley, Emmons Pleased
With PARCC Test Results
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Superintendent
of Schools Teresa Quigley, Ed.D.,
alongside Lincoln School Principal
Mary Emmons, presented the
PARCC (Partnership for Assess-
ment of Readiness for College and
Careers) year three results for grades
3 through 8 at the board of educa-
tion meeting Tuesday evening. The
test is a federal effort to standardize
education.

Both Superintendent Quigley and
Ms. Emmons stated they were
pleased with the Lincoln School
students’ overall performance. The
superintendent said a positive to
standardize testing is it allows stu-
dents from different states to de-
velop the same academic skill set.
The “common core standards” al-
low for children who move to a new
school district or who eventually go
to college to have similar academic
proficiency, Ms. Quigley said.

The PARCC test uses a scoring
rubric categorizing a student’s pro-
ficiency in mathematics and En-
glish Language Arts/Literacy. Each
grade level is analyzed as separate
cohorts from year to year as the
“student’s growth percentile” is
observed. The student’s growth per-
centile is how each student is scor-
ing from year to year as well as each
cohort.

“Students typically get better at
the test as they go along. If the
student does go down, we research
and ask why,” Superintendent
Quigley said.

Students are categorized amongst
five performance levels, from “Did
Not Yet Meet Expectations” Level
1 to “Exceeded Expectations” Level
5. Level 2 students are scored as
“Partially Met Expectations.” Level
3 students are scored as “Ap-
proached Expectations.” A student
scoring Level 4 has “Met Expecta-
tions.”

Except for grades 5 and 8, every
Lincoln School class surpassed the
PARCC average and all other New
Jersey school districts’ average in
mathematics. The seventh grades
outperformed the PARCC average,
but tied with the state mathematics
average. Fifty percent of students in
grades 3, 4 and 6 have scored as
meeting expectations or exceeding
expectations. No students in grades
5, 7 or 8 scored exceeding expecta-
tions in mathematics.

The PARCC test results average
“special-needs” students with the
overall grade cohort. The superin-
tendent said that to average test
scores under these guidelines is a
bit deceptive, because it makes it
harder for administrators to iden-
tify what is driving the results.

For instance, one-third of the fifth
grade class quantifies under a dis-
ability guideline, Ms. Emmons
stated. Students with a certified dis-
ability are allowed extra time and
must test under special proctor in an
isolated environment, Ms. Quigley
added.

However, 43 percent of grade 5
scored within the “meeting expec-
tations” level in mathematics. For
grades 3 through 8, Garwood out-
performed the PARCC average for
English Language Arts/Literacy

content area (ELA). Grades 4, 6 and
7 all outperformed the state average
(ELA). Grade 3 underperformed the
state average by one point (ELA).

Superintendent Quigley and Ms.
Emmons stated they do not believe
when New Jersey’s contract with
PARCC ends next year that Gover-
nor-elect Phil Murphy will reinstate
the test. New Jersey ranked third
overall in general public education
out of all 50 states. Only nine of 25
states that adopted the testing mea-
sure, including New Jersey, con-
tinue to use PARCC as a standard-
ized measure.

“Mr. Murphy said he would throw
the test in the garbage if he was
elected,” Superintendent Quigley
said.

Changes in testing format and
standards makes tracking student
progress and consequently improv-
ing classroom standards difficult,
Principal Emmons stated.

“I think they did okay. I find it
rewarding to inspire students to go
out and learn something on their
own they don’t already know,” said
teacher Carol Del Conte in summa-
rizing her opinions on the PARCC
results and how to create an
impactful educational experience.

Superintendent Quigley said she
appreciates the students and teach-
ers for achieving standardized test-
ing proficiency and exceeding pro-
ficiency, but reminded the board
Lincoln School will never solely
teach for any test.

A well-rounded educational ex-
perience highlighting each student’s
individual gifts with unique ap-
proaches is the academic environ-
ment Lincoln School embodies, she
stated.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Clerk
introduced that would amend the land
use ordinance. The town is to have a
compliance hearing with the special
master in April 2018. A special mas-
ter is an individual appointed by the
court to oversee a town’s affordable-
housing obligations.

Community Grants Planning and
Housing (CGPH) was granted an-
other year to its agreement to act as
the town’s administrative agent for
affordable housing. The cost for 2018
is $13,350. CGPH was the agent that
placed tenants in the nine affordable
units at the new apartment building at
333 Central Avenue, and which will
fill other affordable units in new de-
velopments expected to be built next
year.

On the Sundays of December 24
and December 31, any store selling
alcoholic beverages may do so be-
fore noon. This is an exception for
this year only due to a request by
ShopRite Liquors, which told the town
that it would help to be more competi-
tive with neighboring municipalities
that offer earlier sales, Mr. Gildea
said.

A resolution to approve an agree-
ment for a telephone 9-1-1 system
received a green light from the gov-
erning body. Additionally, a resolu-
tion was passed to allow the fire de-
partment to sign a contract for a pro-
motional test.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Lawmakers
regionalization can work in certain
circumstances, the government that is
closest to the people governs the best,
and he cautioned against taking power
away from local residents. All of the
panelists agreed that the public em-
ployee pension system cannot be fixed
overnight, and both parties shared the
blame for the current shortfall.

Despite their different party affilia-
tions, all of the panelists agreed that the
state’s recent offer of $5 billion in tax
breaks and incentives to persuade Ama-
zon to build its second corporate head-
quarters in New Jersey was too high
and that reforms were needed to the
corporate relocation program, which,
they noted, lacked a mechanism for
insuring that companies that receive
incentive packages actually deliver jobs
and economic growth. All of the speak-
ers repeatedly stated that it was impera-
tive that state lawmakers embrace fis-
cal prudence in order to deal with the
many economic challenges facing New
Jersey and its residents.

Several residents asked pointed
questions during the audience par-
ticipation section of the meeting.
Cynthia Meryl described how she and
her husband had lived in Westfield
for more than 54 years and were be-
ing forced from the community due to
the high real estate taxes, and asked
what the Legislature planned to do to
help senior citizens who wanted to
remain in the area. Sen. Kean urged
Ms. Meryl to contact his office so it
could help her investigate eligibility
for the Senior Tax Freeze program.

Liz Rapport asked why, despite
overwhelming opposition to making
standardized tests such as the Part-
nership for Assessment of Readiness
for College and Careers (PARCC) a
graduation requirement, the State
Senate had not passed any of the
legislation supported by parents and
teachers. Mr. Codey urged patience,
stating that the era of “demeaning
teachers is over,” and several of the
other panelists agreed that the mil-
lions of dollars and thousands of class-
room hours which were being spent
on test preparation and administra-
tion needed to be reconsidered.

Mayor Alexander Smith of Scotch
Plains asked what could be done to help
communities such as Scotch Plains,
which has been ordered to build more
than 3,000 units of affordable housing
over the next eight years. Mayor Smith
detailed how the court order supporting
COAH (Council on Affordable Hous-
ing) did not consider the impact of such
massive development on the schools,
roads or the local transportation sys-
tem. Mr. Kean and Mr. Bramnick
agreed, noting that they had tried to get
a “common sense” legislative solution
which would take a regional approach.

Mr. Codey agreed that the present
system is “absurd” and suggested the
Legislature investigate bringing back
regional contribution agreements,
which would allow communities with
limited open space for new construc-
tion to meet their fair share obliga-
tions via monetary contributions to
communities in need of development.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Soccer Field
gan by voting in favor of designat-
ing a bond anticipation note as a
qualified tax exempt obligation and
authorizing the issuance of build-
ing department refunds, and partial
refunds to homeowners who with-
drew renovation applications.

Council members voted in favor
of issuing a resolution expressing
opposition to legislative proposals
regarding the Open Public Meet-
ings Act and the Open Public
Records Act. According to the reso-
lution, the New Jersey Senate Bud-
get and Appropriations Committee
took action in June on Senate Bills
No. 1045 and No. 1046. Senate Bill
S-1045 would amend the Open Pub-
lic Meetings Act to expand the types
of public meetings required to post
public notices and increase the num-
ber of such postings online. The
second bill, S-1046, would amend
the Open Public Records Act to
expand the types of records that can
be accessed by members of the pub-
lic, and create a searchable online
database of state financial and legal
data and would mandate that mu-
nicipalities create similar websites.

The New Jersey League of Mu-
nicipalities has opposed the pro-
posed amendments on the grounds
that the bills would place an undue
burden on communities already de-
voting a significant amount of re-
sources to dealing with numerous
and lengthy requests. According to
the League, the amendments would
reduce the time frame to respond to
requests while increasing the types
of information that can be requested.

The resolution passed by the bor-
ough council urged state lawmakers
to draft new legislation which would
modernize the Open Public Meet-
ings Act and the Open Public
Records Act while providing mu-
nicipalities and local town clerks
with the monetary resources to ef-
fectuate change for the benefit of
the public.
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PBA Contract to Be Finalized;
Afford.-Housing Plan Has Shortfall

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council on
Monday passed a resolution autho-
rizing the mayor to sign an agreement
with Fanwood Police Benevolent
Association Local 123, the police
union, for the term of January 1, 2018
through December 31, 2021.

“The council has not finalized the
agreement as of this time. It is still
being negotiated and needs counsel
review so we have no information for
you,” Borough Clerk Eleanor
McGovern told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times when asked for more
information on the contract.

In other business, the borough’s
amended affordable-housing spend-
ing plan adopted by council shows a
shortfall of $94,686. In the plan, the
borough has a balance as of Decem-
ber 31, 2015 in its affordable-hous-
ing trust fund account of $169,097.
The borough is to collect a total of
$221,150 in payments in lieu of con-
struction from Messercola, The
Chelsea, Fanwood Plaza Partners
(Town Bank) and Fanwood Crossing
I. Trust Fund revenues from January
1, 2016 to December 31, 2025 show
a total of $450,296, which includes
$40,000 from the payments in lieu of
construction.

The spending plan allocates

$255,000 to housing rehabilitation;
$80,000 to create one new additional
affordable-housing unit; up to
$142,473 for administrative purposes;
and $237,176 to be dedicated to
affordability assistance. In the end,
between 2016 and 2025, the total
revenue is shown as $619,393, and
total expenditures projected at
$714,079. Revenue is from develop-
ment fees, payments in lieu of con-
struction and interest. Expenditures
are for funds used for rehabilitation,
new construction, affordability assis-
tance and administration.

CTM Environmental Services was
awarded two contracts for continuing
remediation of the borough property
at 229 La Grande Avenue. The two
contracts total about $25,000. Funds
from an existing bond ordinance for
borough property improvement were
used to clean ducts and remove mold
from Borough Hall.

The borough council approved a
resolution for a dedication by rider of
revenue received by the borough from
construction code fees. This resolu-
tion is in line with the state’s request
that municipalities exclude construc-
tion code fees from the general bud-
get, and sets those fees up as trust,
said Patricia Celardo, assistant trea-
surer for the borough, at the agenda
session two weeks ago.

The borough received just over
$5,000 in grants from Greening Union
County, Body Armor Replacement
Fund, and Heart Grant Trust Fund.

Salient Architects was awarded a
contract for $2,500 for consulting
fees relevant to the wireless telecom-
munications facilities at the borough’s
cellular tower. Millennium Strategies
was awarded an additional $5,000 for
grant writing services due to the
company’s “extra time and effort from
the staff that increase the cost,” ac-
cording to the resolution. The origi-

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STILL GOING STRONG AFTER 40 YEARS...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Soccer Association receives a proclamation at
Monday’s borough council meeting from Mayor Colleen Mahr, left, noting its 40th year in existence. “It has been such a
significant piece of our community,” Mayor Mahr said. The association had 450 players in 1977, and now has 2,400 players.
Andrew Bondarowicz, standing in back, is president of the association.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEWEST ADDITION TO SPFD...The Scotch Plains Fire Department welcomes
its new ladder truck last Thursday night at the south-side fire house. The vehicle
was built in Wisconsin and driven to the township last week.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COMMUNITY SERVICE...Several dozen attendees listen to hymns and remarks
from local religious leaders at Monday night's annual Community Thanksgiving
Service, which is sponsored by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ministerium and was
held at the Fanwood Presbyterian Church.

Freeholders Note Efforts
Of Cranford Track Friday

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County
Freeholder Board recognized repre-
sentatives of the Cranford Jaycees
Tuesday night for their efforts to raise
money for charity through Cranford
Track Friday, an event to be held this
Friday, November 24, from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m., at the Ray White Track on
Myrtle Avenue.

According to its website, Track
Friday is a community-based move-
ment to mobilize people to support
charitable giving. Participants run laps
on a nearby high-school track to raise
awareness and funds for causes that
they care about. They can then go
online and donate to their favorite
charity through the Track Friday
online link, https://
trackfriday.razoo.com/team/Cran-
ford2017.

Eric Rubinson of the Jaycees told
the freeholders he first started a Track
Friday in his hometown of

Middletown, Monmouth County, fol-
lowing the aftermath of Hurricane
Sandy in 2012. His goal of raising
$5,000 turned into $22,000. As of
Wednesday, more than $5,700 had
been raised for a dozen different chari-
ties in Cranford.

Mr. Rubinson said his choice to
hold the event on the day after Thanks-
giving each year was a take on Black
Friday, considered the busiest shop-
ping day of the year. He said the goal
is to have the community redirect
some of their time and money to some-
thing good. Participants walk for the
charity of their choice and raise as
much money as they like and walk as
far as they want. This year, hurricane
relief for Puerto Rico and new musi-
cal instruments for Cranford middle
schools are among the various chari-
ties to benefit from Cranford Track
Friday.

Mr. Rubinson said the idea has
mushroomed and spread to towns

Happy Thanksgiving!

Lawmakers Discuss Trans.,
Afford. Housing, Pensions

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — State Sena-
tor Richard Codey (D-27th,
Roseland), Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield), Sena-
tor Tom Kean, Jr.  (R-21st,
Westfield), Assemblywoman Nancy
Pinkin (D-18th, Edison) and As-
semblyman Raj Mukherji (D-33rd,
Jersey City) provided candid in-
sights and opinions on a wide range
of issues at a legislative breakfast
hosted by the Greater Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (GWACC)
on Tuesday. Assembly Speaker
Vincent Prieto (D-32nd, Secaucus)
was unable to attend the event, which
was moderated by Stephanie
Branna, chairwoman of GWACC’s
Legislative Committee.

The state’s crumbling infrastruc-
ture and transit system were the
focus of considerable discussion.
Mr. Codey, who had served as New
Jersey governor, said the current
system is a “disaster” and reminded
the audience that had outgoing Gov-
ernor Chris Christie not killed the
Access to the Region’s Corridor
tunnel project in 2010, commuters
today would have another tunnel
connection to New York City. Ac-
cording to Sen. Codey, the health of
all of the communities in Union
County and other areas of the state
depends on the ability of residents
to commute to New York, and the
funds raised from the increased
gasoline tax must be dedicated to
improving the roads and transit sys-
tem.

Sen. Kean and Asm. Bramnick
agreed. Mr. Kean noted that the
Legislature needs to support com-
muters by pushing NJ Transit to
provide Mid-Town Direct train ser-

vice during off-peak hours. Mr.
Bramnick said he was proud of his
vote to increase the gasoline tax in
order to replenish the state’s Trans-
portation Trust Fund since it was
coupled with a reduction in the New
Jersey estate tax. Asm. Mukherji
noted that while NJ Transit fares
have increased an average of 35
percent, the delays and breakdowns
have increased as well. He reminded
the audience that governors from
both parties raided the Transporta-
tion Trust Fund, and as a result, it
would be necessary to “triage” pro-
grams in the future to insure that the
area’s most in need of roadway im-
provements received funds.

The panelists all acknowledged
that New Jersey recently ranked 50
out of 50 for fiscal solvency and
that the estimated $6 billion in un-
funded pension liabilities was a sig-
nificant challenge to the state, with
no easy solutions on the horizon.
Mr. Codey claimed there were limi-
tations on how much more state
employees could be asked to con-
tribute to the shortfall, while Sen.
Kean contended that the state needs
to focus on creating consistent tax
policies and avoid the mistakes
made by Connecticut or Seattle,
which, he noted, had recently driven
businesses from their states.

Asm. Bramnick said New Jersey
has an “affordability crisis,” as more
and more residents were moving to
less expensive areas. Asw. Pinkin
agreed and said hard choices will
need to be made. She advocated
more mergers and consolidation
among towns and communities,
noting that there was no need for
each community to have its own
library or school system. Sen. Kean

Benjamin C. Corbin for The  Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEWS FROM TRENTON...A crowd listens at the Greater Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce sponsored legislative forum Tuesday morning at the
Shackamaxon Country Club with state lawmakers. The panel included Senate
Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield), Senator Dick Codey (D-
27th, Roseland), Assembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield),
Assemblyman Raj Mukherji (D-33rd, Jersey City) and Assemblywoman Nancy
Pinkin (D-18th, Edison).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

SP-F BOE Honors Soccer Assoc.
On 40-Year Anniversary

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Opening
the board of education meeting held
last Thursday evening, members
honored the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Soccer Association on reaching its
40th anniversary. Before an audi-
ence of uniformed soccer players
and members of the public, a reso-

lution was read recognizing the
longtime association.

According to the resolution, the
SP-F Soccer Association was started
in 1977 with 450 members and has
grown to currently serve 2,400. It
noted that the association was
started to “bring educational com-
petitive soccer programs to the com-
munity.” The resolution also stated
that more than 45,000 players have
participated in the non-profit pro-
gram over the last 40 years and that
it has generated the help of over
10,000 volunteers.

Speaking on behalf of the soccer
association and accepting the
framed resolution were Soccer As-
sociation President Andrew
Bondarowicz and Vice-President
Susan Wojcik. Both thanked the
board for the recognition and noted
that the soccer club serves the youth
of Scotch Plains and Fanwood from
the ages of 4 to 17.

In other business, Kathi Mantell,
of Nisivoccia and Co., Inc., gave
her report on the annual audit of the
2016-2017 school year. According
to Ms. Mantell, the 174-page audit

report showed that the district was
fiscally responsible, and she stated,
“of the 75 school districts that I
audit, this is by far one of the best
places that I audit. The staff here is
always well prepared and easy to
work with.”

In her report, Ms. Mantell stated
that the surplus cap was down, and
noted that there was a notable in-
crease in the amount of improve-
ment projects that had taken place
around the district within recent
months and throughout the year.

She also observed that as audi-
tors her group does commend the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood district for
keeping a decent amount of money
in the surplus for use on capital
improvements when they do arise.
Presently there is $800,000 in open
projects, she stated.

Ms. Mantell also confirmed that
sales from food services had been
up by $232,000 since last year, help-
ing to make the district fiscally
strong.

It was noted that there are no
official comments to be made on

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH...Teresa Seefeldt was honored Monday night
by the Fanwood Borough Council as the Fanwood Volunteer of the Month. She
was a recreation commission member and then became a planning board member
in 2012. Councilman Jack Molenaar presents her with the acknowledgment.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SALUTING OUR VETERANS...Joe McCourt, a member of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post 10122, accepts the Veterans Day resolution from Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr at Monday’s borough council meeting. He recognized the
generations of veterans who have served the United States in the armed forces.
There are some 200 to 300 veterans residing in Fanwood.

LEADER IN GREEN BAY...Robert Cozzolina of Westfield, right, holding a
copy of The Westfield Leader, attends Sunday’s Green Bay Packers game
against the Baltimore Ravens at Lambeau Field in Green Bay, Wis. Baltimore
won, 23-0.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WELCOMING NEWEST ENGINE...Township Manager Al Mirabella, left, and
Councilman Ted Spera, second from left, help members of the Scotch Plains Fire
Department welcome their new ladder truck last Thursday night at the south-side
firehouse. The vehicle was built in Wisconsin and driven to the township last week.
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Lawmakers
disagreed, observing that in his
opinion, while regionalization can
work in certain circumstances, the
government that is closest to the
people governs the best, and he cau-
tioned against taking power away
from local residents. All of the pan-
elists agreed that the public em-
ployee pension system cannot be
fixed overnight, and both parties
shared the blame for the current
shortfall.

Despite their different party af-
filiations, all of the panelists agreed
that the state’s recent offer of $5
billion in tax breaks and incentives
to persuade Amazon to build its
second corporate headquarters in
New Jersey was too high and that
reforms were needed to the corpo-
rate relocation program, which, they
noted, lacked a mechanism for in-
suring that companies that receive
incentive packages actually deliver
jobs and economic growth. All of
the speakers repeatedly stated that
it was imperative that state lawmak-
ers embrace fiscal prudence in or-
der to deal with the many economic
challenges facing New Jersey and
its residents.

Several residents asked pointed
questions during the audience par-
ticipation section of the meeting.
Cynthia Meryl described how she
and her husband had lived in
Westfield for more than 54 years
and were being forced from the com-
munity due to the high real estate
taxes, and asked what the Legisla-
ture planned to do to help senior
citizens who wanted to remain in
the area. Sen. Kean urged Ms. Meryl
to contact his office so it could help
her investigate eligibility for the
Senior Tax Freeze program.

Liz Rapport asked why, despite
overwhelming opposition to mak-
ing standardized tests such as the
Partnership for Assessment of
Readiness for College and Careers
(PARCC) a graduation requirement,
the State Senate had not passed any
of the legislation supported by par-
ents and teachers. Mr. Codey urged

patience, stating that the era of “de-
meaning teachers is over,” and sev-
eral of the other panelists agreed
that the millions of dollars and thou-
sands of classroom hours which
were being spent on test prepara-
tion and administration needed to
be reconsidered.

Mayor Alexander Smith of Scotch
Plains asked what could be done to
help communities such as Scotch
Plains, which has been ordered to
build more than 3,000 units of af-
fordable housing over the next eight
years. Mayor Smith detailed how
the court order supporting COAH
(Council on Affordable Housing)
did not consider the impact of such
massive development on the
schools, roads or the local transpor-
tation system. Mr. Kean and Mr.
Bramnick agreed, noting that they
had tried to get a “common sense”
legislative solution which would
take a regional approach.

Mr. Codey agreed that the present
system is “absurd” and suggested
the Legislature investigate bringing
back regional contribution agree-
ments, which would allow commu-
nities with limited open space for
new construction to meet their fair
share obligations via monetary con-
tributions to communities in need
of development.

nal contract was granted for $20,000.
The law firm of Palumbo, Renaud

& DeAppolonio was granted an in-
crease to its contracts of $5,000 for
tax appeals and $10,000 for its litiga-
tion expenses for the lawsuit against
the borough’s planning board by
Sandberg Enterprises, LLC. As pre-
viously reported by The Times,
Sandberg, the owner of the Exxon
gas station at the corner of Terrill
Road and La Grande Avenue, filed a
lawsuit in 2016 against the planning
board for its denial of the CVS site
plan application. Sandberg was to
sell the land to First Hartford Realty
Corp., which was to build a CVS and
subdivide the property.

A contract for milling and paving
of North Avenue between Martine
and Midway Avenues was awarded
to P&A, and will be about $1,000
over their bid price of $154,117 be-
cause of the work occurring in the
spring, when asphalt prices are ex-
pected to increase. “We wanted to
pave it this year...but we need to
allow the road to settle” after the new
water mains were installed, said Bor-
ough Engineer Antonios
Panagopoulos. “The water company
has agreed to pave the trench to make
it bearable through winter.”

In committee reports, Councilman
Jack Molenaar announced that Fan-
wood Department of Public Works

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

PBA Contract
(DPW) Director Clint Dicksen re-
ceived an award for Public Works
Manager of the Year at the New Jer-
sey League of Municipalities (LOM)
conference held in Atlantic City.
While not mentioned at the council
meeting, Mayor Mahr was presented
with the 2017 Outstanding Woman in
Municipal Government Award at the
LOM conference.

The recreation commission will
hold its annual holiday festivities on
Sunday, December 3, from 3 to 5
p.m., in front of the North Avenue
Train Station. “When Santa comes,
you will have to bring your own cam-
era to take a picture. They have had
problems in the past printing,” Mr.
Molenaar said.

The volunteer fire department will
bring Santa Claus on Saturday, De-
cember 16, to Fanwood homes. Those
who want to know more are asked to
call Borough Hall or to go to the
borough’s website to find out more
details.

This Saturday, Fanwood will par-
ticipate in Shop Small Saturday. As
part of the day, local home-based
businesses Wild Tree, Thirty One
bags, J. Ciro Designs and Hospital-
ity10 Card will sell their goods at a
pop-up store to be held inside a va-
cant store at Fanwood Crossing II on
South Martine Avenue (next to IvyEd),
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Track Friday
across 21 states. Every year he raises
money for the food bank while his
kids raise funds for the Linden Ani-
mal Shelter, “because they want ani-
mals to have homes.”

Arthur Hearns of the Cranford
Jaycees said he was looking to help
a charity group called Cranford
Family Care. He raised $2,000 at
last year’s Cranford Track Friday
for the charity, and said the overall
event raised more than $15,000 for
charity.

“This is a great program that really
is inspirational in terms of the com-
munity coming together to do good
works,” Freeholder Chris Hudak said.
“We hope to see it grow. This is a
great thing in terms of the spirit of
giving of the holidays.”

In other business, the board in-
creased a contract by $50,371 for a
new total of $525,711 to T. Slack
Environmental Services of
Kenilworth for the replacement of
two underground tanks at the county’s
public works facility in Scotch Plains.
Also approved was the $135,000 pur-
chase of synthetic turf for the
Warinanco Sports Center, which re-
cently underwent a $7-million up-
grade.

Union County Men’s Soccer Coach
Alex Louis was recognized by the
board for achieving his 300th win as
coach. He accomplished the feat in
September in a 7-1 victory over
Cumberland College.

Mirabelli: Meeting Planned
With BOE Re: Soccer Field

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Dozens of
residents asked the borough council
Tuesday night for clarity and addi-
tional information regarding the pos-
sible installation of soccer fields and
playground equipment at the
Beechwood School.

Several residents explained that
they had received an anonymous let-
ter which indicated that new soccer
fields had been approved and would
be installed at Beechwood, and many
others expressed concern over the
perception that the grant money that
the board of education obtained would
be used to build a soccer field rather
than to install playground equipment.

After assuring all those present that
no soccer fields had been approved
and no construction could or would
occur without the approval of the
board of education, Mayor Paul
Mirabelli read a statement that ex-
plained that the 2017 Union County
Kids Recreation Trust Fund grant
application, which was submitted by
the board of education, was for a total
of $90,000 — $30,000 for the play-
ground and $60,000 for a potential
soccer field.

Since the county only approved a
$50,000 grant, the council had
planned to pro rate the amount. How-
ever, the mayor stated that the council
was now willing to commit funds
from its portion of the grant to make
sure that the playground is fully
funded, and a meeting will soon be
held with the board of education to
resolve the matter. The mayor as-
sured the public that the council was
anxious to support the installation of
playground equipment at Beechwood
and that no fields would be autho-
rized without notice to and comment
from the public.

In other business, the council be-
gan by voting in favor of designating

a bond anticipation note as a quali-
fied tax exempt obligation and autho-
rizing the issuance of building de-
partment refunds, and partial refunds
to homeowners who withdrew reno-
vation applications.

Council members voted in favor of
issuing a resolution expressing oppo-
sition to legislative proposals regard-
ing the Open Public Meetings Act
and the Open Public Records Act.
According to the resolution, the New
Jersey Senate Budget and Appropria-
tions Committee took action in June
on Senate Bills No. 1045 and No.
1046. Senate Bill S-1045 would
amend the Open Public Meetings Act
to expand the types of public meet-
ings required to post public notices
and increase the number of such
postings online. The second bill, S-
1046, would amend the Open Public
Records Act to expand the types of
records that can be accessed by mem-
bers of the public, and create a search-
able online database of state financial
and legal data and would mandate
that municipalities create similar
websites.

The New Jersey League of Munici-
palities has opposed the proposed
amendments on the grounds that the
bills would place an undue burden on
communities already devoting a sig-
nificant amount of resources to deal-
ing with numerous and lengthy re-
quests. According to the League, the
amendments would reduce the time
frame to respond to requests while
increasing the types of information
that can be requested.

The resolution passed by the bor-
ough council urged state lawmakers
to draft new legislation which would
modernize the Open Public Meetings
Act and the Open Public Records Act
while providing municipalities and
local town clerks with the monetary
resources to effectuate change for the
benefit of the public.

School for Special Needs
OK’d for Commerce Dr.

By REBECCA GLASSER-BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – The Cranford
zoning board of adjustment on
Monday granted Cornerstone Day
School a D variance to turn a vacant
location at 10-12 Commerce Drive
into a school for children with spe-
cial needs. The building, located in
a commercial zone where such a
school is not currently permitted,
has been vacant for two years.

Leonore Johnston, the executive
director of Cornerstone Day School,
told the board that one of the big-
gest reasons that the company is
interested in this location is due to
the outdoor area, saying it would be
beneficial to their cause. Corner-
stone had six witnesses speak on
their behalf.

Allan Blau, the founder of Cor-
nerstone Day School, said they were
planning on using the first and sec-
ond floors for classrooms, as well
as therapy rooms. The school would
have grades 5 through 12, but the
middle school would be separate
from the high school. The goal for
this program is to prepare special
needs students for being integrated
back into their public school, which
takes approximately 18 to 22
months, according to Mr. Blau.

The applicant said they will not
make any adjustments to the exte-
rior of the building. However, they
sought a variance to create a barrier
in the outdoor area to protect the
students from noise from the nearby
Garden State Parkway. The appli-
cant also is to make changes to the
interior of the building in order to
make it accessible to everyone. They
also have proposed a second bath-
room for students, as well as an
elevator to allow the building to be
accessible to all students.

Traffic studies presented at the
meeting showed that ultimately this
proposed use will not impact the
moderate to low vehicular traffic
already occurring in the area. Stu-
dents will be dropped off by buses
from their local school districts at

7:45 a.m.
According to the school’s website,

“Cornerstone accepts students with
significant psychiatric and emo-
tional problems who cannot func-
tion within a public school setting.”

“Cornerstone Day School is the
only school in New Jersey that is
accredited academically and li-
censed to provide mental health ser-
vices,” the website states.

the district’s audit.
Ms. Mantell concluded her re-

port by saying that next year the
audit will become more labor inten-
sive because of post-employment
medical benefits and pension liabili-
ties.

The next board of education meet-
ing will be held on Thursday, No-
vember 30, at 7:30 p.m., in the ad-
ministration building.
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Judge Throws Out  Summonses
Issued to Hillside Mayor

A State Superior Court judge has
overturned convictions on three traf-
fic summonses the Hillside police
union president gave to Hillside  Mayor
Angela Garretson last year amid a
political battle over who would serve
as the police chief, nj.com reported.
Judge Frederic McDaniel on October
30 ruled that Mayor Garretson, who
was elected a Union County Free-
holder on Election Day, was not guilty
of charges that she disregarded a po-
lice officer's hand signals and improp-
erly passed other cars stopped at a
construction work site and used a cell
phone while driving.

Mayor Garretson's lawyers had
arfued that police Officer Matthew
Casterline issued her five tickets,
two of which previously were
thrown out, as political retribution
for her attempts to demote then-
Police Chief Louis Panarese, nj.com
reported.
Menendez Trial Ends In Mistrial
After Jury Deadlocks on Charges

Senator Robert Menendez (D-N.J.)
bribery trial ended in a mistrial last
Thursday after jurors said they were
deadlocked on corruption charges
against the two-term Senator and a
wealthy Florida eye doctor, accord-
ing to media accounts.

Prosecutors had charged that Mr.
Menendez accepted gifts from Dr.
Melgen, including a luxury hotel
stay, private jet flights, and cam-
paign donations, in exchange for
which he tried to help the doctor get
U.S. visas for his girlfriends, inter-
vened in the doctor’s $8.9 million
billing dispute with Medicare, and
assisted with a port security con-
tract of the doctor’s in the Domini-
can Republic. Dr. Melgen is await-
ing sentencing for a previous con-
viction for defrauding Medicare.
Both men were on trial for bribery,
while Sen. Menendez was also ac-
cused of lying on government dis-
closure forms about his finances
when he did not report gifts of flights
paid for by Dr. Melgen.
Murphy Transition Team Include

NJEA Pres., Hoboken Mayor
Gov.-elect Phil Murphy has an-

nounced his transition team. The team
includes New Jersey Education As-
sociation President Marie Blistan,
Jennifer Velez, a St. Barnabas Health
executive who had previously served
as commissioner of the state Depart-

ment of Human Services, nj.com has
reported.

Also included are: Woodbridge
Mayor John McCormac, the state trea-
surer under Governor Jim
McGreevey; Communications Work-
ers of America State Director Hetty
Rosenstein, and Hoboken Mayor
Dawn Zimmer.

He has also named former Gover-
nor Richard Codey’s chief of staff,
Pete Cammarano, to work as his in-
coming chief of staff. Mr. Cammarano
is a partner at a Trenton-based lobby-
ist. Matt Platkin, Mr. Murphy’s cam-
paign policy director, will be his chief
counsel.

Lance Opposes GOP Tax Bill
Saying It Hurts Constituents
Congressman Leonard Lance (R-

7th) released the following statement
after opposing the tax reform plan
that eliminated the state and local tax
deduction.

“I believe tax reform should ben-
efit all Americans and not pick win-
ner states over loser states. Yet, the
House-passed proposal would nega-
tively affect too many hard-working
constituents and small businesses in
my congressional district and many
other parts of New Jersey. That’s why
leading business groups and elected
officials across the Garden State op-
pose this tax reform as currently
drafted. We need tax reform that is
fair for all Americans — including
the taxpayers of New Jersey — and I
will continue to work toward that
goal.”

Pallone, Pascrell Oppose
GOP ‘Flood Reform Act

Congressman Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-
6th) and Congressman Bill Pascrell,
Jr. (D-9th) voted against H.R. 2874,
the “21st Century Flood Reform Act.”
They say the bill would make flood
insurance more expensive, less avail-
able, and less fair for millions of
Americans.

According to a press release from
Mr. Pallone, H.R. 2874 would make
flood insurance less affordable by
forcing homeowners to pay higher
insurance premiums. The legislation
raises the minimum annual increase
on properties built before the first
flood insurance rate map from 5 per-
cent to 6.5 percent over three years
and increases annual surcharges re-
quired by the Homeowner Flood In-
surance Affordability Act (HFIAA)
from $25 to $40 surcharge on pri-
mary residences.

Mayor Mahr Named
First Vice-Pres. of NJLM

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr of Fanwood is the new first
vice-president of the New Jersey State
League of Municipalities (NJLM).
Mayor Mahr, who previously was the
League’s second vice-president, was
elected at the League of Municipali-
ties’ annual business meeting Friday
in Atlantic City.

As first vice-president of the New
Jersey League of Municipalities,
Mayor Mahr will help lead the Asso-
ciation of New Jersey’s 565 munici-
pal governments. She will represent
the interests and needs of New Jersey’s
local elected officials to county, state,
and federal governments.

Beginning her career in public ser-
vice as mayoral aide in Jersey City,
she rose through the ranks to earn the
post of Jersey City’s assistant direc-
tor of housing and economic devel-
opment where she developed in-depth
analyses of business trends, legisla-
tion, real estate and industrial capac-
ity, and applied the resulting data
towards planning, organizing, and
directing economic enhancement for
Jersey City.

Elected as mayor in 2003, Mayor
Mahr had an opportunity to apply her
development experience to the dete-
riorating downtown of her hometown,
Fanwood. She kick-started the lan-
guishing downtown redevelopment
plans that had been discussed for de-
cades and worked with local property
owners directly in order to avoid us-
ing eminent domain. A decade later
Fanwood had been transformed with
a downtown redevelopment project
that was awarded the 2014 Smart
Growth Award for Redevelopment
and featured placement in the New
Jersey Handbook on Redevelopment.

A strong voice for her constituents,
Mayor Mahr led a coalition of may-
ors working with the Raritan Valley
Rail Line to secure direct rail service
to Manhattan and continues to work
with this coalition to advance the
Gateway Tunnel Project, which would

be a service to the entire state.
Mayor Mahr has served as an ex-

ecutive board member of the New
Jersey League of Municipalities,
chairwoman of the NJLM Legisla-
tive Committee, leads the Mayors
Coalition of The Raritan Valley Rail
Coalition, a member of Mayors
Against Illegal Guns, past president
and Legislative Committee chair-
woman for the New Jersey Confer-
ence of Mayors, Board of Directors
of the Irish Network New Jersey, a
member of the Governor’s Local
Government Ethics Task Force,
Muhlenberg Hospital Community
Advisory Group member and board
member of the Union County Acad-
emy for the Performing Arts. She
currently serves as director of busi-
ness development for DMR Archi-
tects in Hasbrouck Heights.

Mayor Mahr was also presented
with the 2017 Outstanding Woman in
Municipal Government Award at the
NJLOM Conference. Mayor Mahr
was one of five women honored at the
Women in Municipal Government
Committee’s awards dinner for her
continuous leadership and dedication
towards promoting positive growth
in Fanwood.

“I am honored to have been recog-
nized by the Women in Municipal
Government Committee with this in-
credible award,” stated Mayor Col-
leen Mahr. “I believe that in local
government, our residents want to
receive the best services at the most
efficient cost possible and I am thank-
ful for the opportunity to provide that
to the residents of Fanwood with the
support of the council and adminis-
tration over the past several years.”

Mayor Mahr has applied her devel-
opment experience to downtown
Fanwood during her time as Mayor
and has worked directly with local
property owners to ensure that any
redevelopment plan will provide the
most beneficial outcome for Fanwood
residents.
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OUTSTANDING!...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr was presented with the
2017 Outstanding Woman in Municipal Government Award at the New Jersey
League of Municipalities Conference in Atlantic City. Mayor Mahr was one of
five women honored at the Women in Municipal Government Committee’s
awards dinner for her continuous leadership and dedication towards promoting
positive growth in Fanwood. Pictured, from left to right, are: Councilman-elect
Anthony Carter, Councilman Jack Molenaar, Councilman Russ Huegel, Mayor
Mahr, Councilwoman Erin McElroy Barker, Department of Public Works
Director Clint Dicksen, and Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell

YFCS Offers Support to
NJ Vets And Their Families
WESTFIELD — In an effort to

continue raising awareness about the
work nonprofits are doing in the com-
munity, the Greater Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (GWACC)
would like to highlight Bravest First,
a program developed by Youth and
Family Counseling Service (YFCS).
Bravest First was created in 2015 to
support the counseling needs of New
Jersey’s veterans, military members
and their immediate families.

Based on 2012 data from the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, the num-
ber of veteran suicides averages 22
per day. In light of these staggering
numbers, YFCS recognized the need
for mental health care services to sup-
port the New Jersey military commu-
nity. The Bravest First program is a
free service provided through the gen-
erous donations of individuals and
companies to YFCS.

“We know how important it is to
have affordable access to mental health
care services, especially when it comes
to our bravest,” said Carol M. Pedro,
executive director of YFCS. “By
partnering with organizations like
Bonds of Courage as well as the
GWACC, we are able to increase
awareness about this free service we
offer to the veteran and military com-
munity of New Jersey.”

The YFCS is a non-profit social

service agency and one of the few
regional counseling centers offering
professional family systems-based
psychological counseling, preven-
tion, education, crisis intervention
and supportive services to all income
levels.

Since its establishment in 1918,
YFCS has served over 50,000 people
— empowering and restoring count-
less lives in the community.

“We are delighted to be working
with nonprofit organizations like
YFCS,” said Stephanie Branna,
Board Member and chairwoman of
the GWACC Nonprofit Committee.
“It is important to support our veter-
ans and military in all capacities in-
cluding mental health care, which is
why the GWACC is committed to
raising awareness about free pro-
grams like Bravest First.”

For more information about YFCS
and the Bravest First program, please
call (908) 233-2042 or visit
www.yfcsnj.org.

Celebrate Season at
Warinanco on Dec. 3
ROSELLE — The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders and the
Department of Parks and Recreation
invite county residents to celebrate
the holiday season at the Warinanco
Sports Center on Sunday, December
3.

Kick-off the season with family
and friends at the newly modernized
facility in Warinanco Park from 3
p.m. until 7 p.m. Skate on the new ice
rink ($4 for skate rental), visit with
Santa and skate with his elves, sing
holiday carols with the Celebration
Singers, sit by the fire, or dine in the
new café.

There will also be crafts and face-
painting for all the kids in atten-
dance.

This event is free of charge, so
come out and partake in the holiday
spirit at the newly modernized
Warinanco Sports Center, located at
1 Park Drive, Warinanco Park in
Roselle, New Jersey.

For more information you can log
on to ucnj.org/skating.

Westfielder Honored With
Cornerstone Award

WESTFIELD — Westfield resi-
dent Joann B. Birle was honored ear-
lier this month with a Cornerstone
Award from the Lawyers Alliance for
New York. The award recognizes
outstanding pro bono legal services
to nonprofit groups that are improv-
ing the quality of life for low-income
New Yorkers.

Ms. Birle is counsel in the real
estate department of Herrick,
Feinstein LLP, based in the firm’s
Newark office. She received a
bachelor’s degree from Fordham
University in 1987 and her law de-
gree from New York Law School in
1990. Since 2012  Ms. Birle has been
assisting Iris House, which provides
support for women and families af-
fected by HIV/AIDS and other health
issues with a particular emphasis on
supporting women of color. The non-
profit organization has operated its
center in East Harlem since 1992.
With Ms. Birle’s guidance, Iris House
entered into a lease in 2012 to rent
space in Plainfield, NJ. Iris House
serves an additional 1,300 people each
year.

“I always jump at the chance to
work with Lawyers Alliance to assist
nonprofits with their leasing issues.
Whether it’s securing new space to

start a vital program, or negotiating
other types of occupancy arrange-
ments to meet a nonprofit’s changing
needs, the work is both personally
and professionally rewarding. The
clients are always appreciative, and
I’m grateful that I can support the
wonderful work they do in their com-
munities,” Ms. Birle said.

Lance Backs Defense
Authorization Act

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gressman Leonard Lance (R-7th) re-
leased the following statement after
the U.S. House passed the confer-
ence report of the National Defense
Authorization Act:

“The world is a dangerous place
and the brave Americans who step
forward to protect the United States
and our allies need support, compen-
sation and the tools to do the job.
This legislation authorizes the criti-
cal missions to confront emerging
threats and enables the U.S. to re-
main a global force for good. And it
includes a significant pay raise for
our men and women in uniform.

“As we conclude Veterans Day
weekend we are reminded that our
nation counts on the volunteer ser-
vice of those willing to protect our
country. We must give them the tools
to defend themselves and maintain
American military superiority.”

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, November 23, 2017 Page 3

‘Tis the season to
gift responsibly.
The New Jersey Lottery is a provider of fun and entertaining games that 
are not intended for anyone under the age of 18. Parents are urged to 
think twice about gifting lottery tickets to children. For more information 
about responsible gaming, visit njlottery.com.

Lottery is not child’s play.

Must be 18 or older to buy a lottery ticket. Please play responsibly.
If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, call 1-800-GAMBLER®.

Parents are urged to think twice about gifting lottery tickets to children.

Debbie-Ann Anderson Is
New Human Services Dir.

COUNTY — Debbie-Ann Ander-
son, the former executive director of
HomeFirst Interfaith Housing Ser-
vices and a former executive vice-
president of the United Way of Greater
Union County, has been appointed
director of the Union County Depart-
ment of Human Services. The ap-
pointment was effective October 30.

“Debbie-Ann brings both experi-
ence and enthusiasm to the position
of human services director,” County
Manager Alfred J. Faella said. “As an
executive of two non-profit agencies
that have collaborated with county
government, she brings a familiarity
and knowledge of our government
operations and the non-profit world
that will greatly assist her in running
the department.”

Ms. Anderson succeeds Frank
Guzzo, the former director, who re-
tired earlier this year after having run
the department for the past 27 years.

“I am humbled by the opportunity
to lead the many dedicated public
servants in our 10 different divisions
and offices that provide services and
respond to the quality of life needs of
our residents,” Ms. Anderson said. “I
am grateful to the county manager for
his support and appointment, and I
look forward to working with our
Board of Chosen Freeholders.”

Freeholder Chairman Bruce Bergen
welcomed Ms. Anderson.

“The Department of Human Ser-
vices is an essential agency and safety
net of county government that touches
all our different populations, and in
particular, those who need it the most
— the elderly, poor, unemployed,
underemployed and youth popula-
tions,” Mr. Bergen said. “We are
pleased to have found someone in
Debbie-Ann Anderson who is pre-
pared to lead the department and un-
derstands these challenges, and we
look forward to working with her.”

The Department of Human Services,
with 747 full- and part-time employ-
ees, is county government’s largest
agency, and contains the following
units: the Division of Aging and Dis-
ability Resource Connection; Division
of Planning; Division of Social Ser-
vices (in Plainfield and Elizabeth);
Division of Youth Services; Office of
Veterans’ Affairs; the Office on
Women; Paratransit (and Route 22
Shuttle); Contract Unit; Workforce De-
velopment operations (One Stop Ca-
reer Centers, Elizabeth and Plainfield
offices) and Cornerstone Behavioral
Health Hospital of Union County.

Ms. Anderson had served the past
two years as executive director at

Homefirst in Plainfield. Homefirst
serves over 2,000 clients on a yearly
basis by providing social service pro-
grams and community-building prac-
tices that strengthen families includ-
ing transitional, permanent and sup-
portive housing, homelessness pre-
vention, emergency assistance and
family support services.

Prior to that, she worked for seven
years at the United Way of Greater
Union County, serving the last three
years of her tenure as the executive
vice-president and chief operating of-
ficer. Her professional career began in
1997 and has included sales and mar-
keting as well as governmental and
public affairs while working with top
law firms and a variety of government
agencies. Ms. Anderson began her pro-
fessional fund-raising career in 2004 at
the Muscular Dystrophy Association
(MDA) in Towson, Md. She rose to the
executive director role and relocated to
manage the Northern New Jersey chap-
ter of MDA. She joined United Way of
Greater Union County in 2008.

Ms. Anderson has a Bachelor of
Science in Business and Marketing
from Mount Saint Mary’s College
and currently serves on the following
nonprofit boards: Habitat for Human-
ity Greater Plainfield and Middlesex
County and Plainfield Community
Outreach Organization.

Debbie-Ann Anderson

908.233.2225 • www.anthonyjames.com

When you want it to be beautiful

FOSTER THE DREAM...More than 300 community members, movers and shakers,
advocate volunteers and other supporters of Court Appointed Special Advocates
(CASA) of Union County gathered recently for its fifth annual Foster the Dream gala
to celebrate the volunteer-based nonprofit’s success in protecting the interests of local
youth placed in foster care due to abuse, neglect or abandonment. Pictured, from left
to right, are: Standing, Scotch Plains residents Linda and Bob Grimm, CASA
volunteer Christie Rothenberg, Wes Chase, Chris and Chuck Quesada, and Ellen
Chase; seated, from left, Adam Rothenberg and Ed and Jean Fiedler.

Barbara Bagger Receives
CASA Volunteer Award

COUNTY — More than 300 com-
munity members, movers and shak-
ers, advocate volunteers and other
supporters of Court Appointed Spe-
cial Advocates (CASA) of Union
County gathered recently for its fifth
annual Foster the Dream gala to
celebrate the volunteer-based
nonprofit’s success in protecting the
best interests of local youth placed
in foster care due to abuse, neglect
or abandonment — and highlight in
particular the exemplary work of
two.

Long-time Westfield resident Bar-
bara Bagger received the Dream-
Keeper Award for Outstanding
Volunteerism. An adoptive and bio-
logical mother, and wife to former
state Senator Richard Bagger, Bar-
bara advocates for four foster youth
with histories of substance abuse,
homelessness, medical and educa-
tional needs, sexual and physical
abuse, and neglect. Through 15 court
appearances, the judge has accepted
60 of her 76 recommendations. Long-
time Summit resident Marité
Robinson, previously a CASA volun-
teer out-of-county who then volun-
teered 10 years as a board member for
CASA of Union County, received the
Honorable Jo-Anne B. Spatola
Dream-Maker Award.

 “Barbara and Marité are shining
examples of the power of passion-
ately preserving the welfare of oth-
ers. Each have busy lives and other
responsibilities yet they choose to
serve and change the course for chil-
dren without a safety net. They are
that safety net,” CASA Executive Di-
rector Marla Higginbotham said. “It’s
CASA of Union County’s privilege to
have them. Despite these great strides
and all the work of our dedicated
advocates, nearly half the local youth
in foster care still need their own
Barbara or Marité, their voice in the
system. As the only organization in
the county providing this service to
the judiciary, it’s our duty to trumpet
the urgent need for more volunteers
to step up, speak up and lift up a
fragile child. The power to change the
trajectory of a life is there for the
taking.”

CASA volunteers are court-em-
powered to speak to all parties in the
child’s life and serve as eyes and ears
for the judge. Two advocate training
sessions are forming now that incor-
porate six in-person classes with
online coursework. They will held
Saturday mornings starting February
24 and Tuesday evenings starting
April 3. For details, contact Lisa Poris
at (908) 293-8135.

Kean Seeks Moderate Min.
Wage Hike With Dems

TRENTON — Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) expressed disappointment
that Democratic leaders have ignored
his offer to work in a bipartisan fash-
ion to enact a moderate increase in
New Jersey’s minimum wage and
middle-class state income tax cuts.
He issued the following statement fol-
lowing Monday’s minimum wage an-
nouncement by Governor-elect Phil
Murphy, Senate President Stephen
Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester), and
Assembly Speaker-designate Craig
Coughlin (D-19th, Woodbridge):

“It’s clear that New Jerseyans are
tired of the extreme partisanship that
has consumed national politics in
Washington, and they want more civil-
ity at all levels of government, includ-
ing here in New Jersey. That’s why my
first public statement following the
election was an offer to work with
Governor-elect Murphy and the Demo-
cratic leadership of the Senate and
General Assembly on a proposed bi-
partisan effort to increase the mini-

mum wage to a fair and modern level
and cut income taxes for middle-class
New Jerseyans.

“My proposal was and remains a
good faith effort to put aside partisan-
ship and reach a reasonable compro-
mise in a manner that most legislators,
and their constituents, could support.
While I’m disappointed that New
Jersey’s Democratic leaders have not
yet accepted my offer to work to-
gether, I remain hopeful that they will
reconsider. It’s not too late for New
Jersey to set an example for the rest of
the country of how reasonable Repub-
licans and Democrats can work to-
gether to improve the lives of every-
one they represent.”

According to news reports, Gover-
nor-Elect Murphy said he would like
to phase in an increase to $15 per
mininum wage over three or four
years. New Jersey’s current minimum,
$8.44, will rise to $8.60 in January
2018 as a result of a constitutional
amendment approved by New Jersey
voters in 2013.

EFG to Hold Second
Annual Wine Tasting
GARWOOD — The Education

Foundation of Garwood’s (EFG) sec-
ond annual Night at Rosie’s Wine
Tasting will take place on Wednes-
day, December 6 from 7 p.m. to 9
p.m. at Rosie’s Wine Bar, 514 North
Avenue, Garwood.

Tickets are $30 each and can be
purchased in advance or at the door
that night. The price includes four
pours and appetizers. For advanced
tickets, visit the Garwood Library or
Lincoln School or contact EFG Presi-
dent Sara Todisco at (908) 377-7890
or saramtodisco@gmail.com. Pro-
ceeds will go to scholarships for 8th
grade and high school students as
well as grants for educators.

To date, the EFG has given out over
$50,000 in the last 13 years. Last
year’s wine tasting raised over $1,500.

Summit PBA and FMBA
Holding Toys for Tots Drive
SUMMIT – The Summit

Policemen’s Benevolent Association
55 (PBA) and the Summit Firefighters
Mutual Benevolent Association 54
(FMBA) are partnering with the United
States Marine Corps Reserve for its
annual “Toys for Tots” toy drive.

The campaign will run through Fri-
day, December 15, during which a
number of donation boxes will be
located at several spots throughout
Summit. The PBA and FMBA will
drop off the toys to the Marine Corps
Reserve on December 15. To partici-

pate, bring new and unwrapped toys
to the donation boxes at the following
Summit locations until Friday, De-
cember 15:

Summit Police Department head-
quarters, 512 Springfield Avenue);
Summit Fire Department headquar-
ters, 396 Broad Street; Summit Post
Office, 61 Maple Street; Starbucks, 2
Beechwood Road; Lakeland Bank,
510 Morris Avenue; Peapack-
Gladstone Bank, 48 Deforest Avenue,
and Wells Fargo Bank, 1 Maple Street.

The toys collected will be distrib-
uted to less fortunate children through-
out Union County and the surround-
ing area. For more information about
the Toys for Tots Foundation, visit
toysfortots.org or contact Lieutenant
Rick Proctor at (908) 522-3603.

Alzheimer’s At Holidays
Topic For SAGE

SUMMIT – Changes brought on
by Alzheimer’s disease can impact
how families celebrate the holidays.
Alzheimer’s New Jersey will present
a program at SAGE Eldercare, 290
Broad Street, Summit,  on Saturday,
November 28,  from 7 to 8 p.m,.
highlighting ways to modify mean-
ingful traditions, celebrate away from
home, and cope with caregiver stress.
To register, call (908) 598-5548 or
email education@sageeldercare.org.

Sierra to Hold Meet
And Greet Hol. Party
CHATHAM — The New Jersey

Sierra Club Loantaka Group’ will hold
a Meet and Greet Holiday Party
Wednesday, December 13 from 7:30
to 9 p.m. at The Library of The
Chathams, 214 Main Street, Chatham.
Rich Isaac, chapter chairman, will
give an update on 2017 New Jersey
Sierra Club activities. A dialogue on
group activities and programs for
2018 will also be addressed. Music,
Snacks and beverages will be pro-
vided. Those who would like to at-
tend should RSVP to
loantakasc@gmail.com.
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Letters to
the Editor

It’s Not All About Football And
Soccer; There’s Cross Country Too

Thank You For Putting Your Faith In
Me to Serve Garwood Education

Apolitical?
Mr. Shoeman lectures on how we

have to be apolitical yet he “honors”
Chris Christie and Andy Skibitsky
then later in the tome takes a shot at
Corey Booker. Hmmm? Apolitical?

I do want to thank Andy for his
dedication and service to the town.
Chris Christie – not so much.

Morgan O’Brien
Westfield

On November 22, 1963, at 12:30 pm...

I would like to thank all voters who
exercised their right to vote Novem-
ber 7. I believe it is one of the most
patriotic actions Americans can take
and it is a privilege that more people
should assert. I would especially like
to that all of the people who sup-
ported me in spirit and all
Garwoodians who pulled a lever in
favor of my candidacy for Board of
Education.

I feel strongly about quality educa-
tion, and it has been my honor to

serve the citizens of Garwood the
past 12 years on the board. I will
continue to work with my fellow board
members to assure that the students
of Garwood from preschool to 12th
grade are well educated, caring, com-
munity minded, successful citizens.

Thank you again for putting your
faith in me. “Together Everyone
Achieves More.”

Christine Guerriero
Garwood

In recent years, it seems that TV
news media has forgotten the anni-
versary of one of the darkest days in
American history, the assassination
of our 35th President, John Fitzgerald
Kennedy. I am hoping you of the
printed word find this tribute to our
35th President an important part of
our American history and needs to be
remembered.

JFK – A Place in Time: On Novem-
ber 22, 1963, at 12:30 pm, our great
nation was changed forever. Camelot
ceased to exit. The ideals of a bright
future turned into dust. Our beloved
President John Fitzgerald Kennedy is
dead, the victim of a domestic assas-
sin. This 35th President set a tone of
youthful enthusiasm that raised a be-
lief in America’s future.

During his inaugural address, he
urged his fellow Americans, “ask not
what your country can do for you, ask
what you can do for your country.” To
that end he established the Peace
Corps., Americans volunteering for
service abroad. Pride as Americans
grew; the world looked at us with
admiration. President Kennedy spoke
of new frontiers that remained for us
a nation.

When the Soviet Union threatened
our sovereignty with the placement of
nuclear missiles in Cuba bringing us to
the brink of a nuclear holocaust, the
President stood his ground. He put a
blockade closing off Cuba to all ship-
ping. In six days, the Soviets backed
down and removed their missiles.

In domestic affairs, President
Kennedy stimulated the race to send
astronauts to the moon.

President Kennedy championed the
Civil Rights movement. He ordered
the University of Mississippi to ac-
cept James Meredith, the first black
to attend that university. In 1963, he
used the threat of federal troops to
win desegregation of public accom-
modations in Birmingham, Ala. Many
of his proposals on integration were
enacted in the Civil Rights Act of
1964.

As we remember and honor Presi-
dent John Fitzgerald Kennedy this
day, I can’t help imagine what if the
assassin’s bullet missed its mark and
the President was able to serve two
full terms. How much better we as a
nation would be.

Walter Sosnosky
Kenilworth

The Westfield HS Cross Country
Teams are approximately 230 dedi-
cated boys and girls. On Nov. 4, the
boy’s team won the NJSIAA Sec-
tional 4 Championship and the girls
placed 3rd. You, The Leader, chose
to bury the article of the win on the
4th page of the Sports section. While
it took me several attempts, and quite
a while to find it, so little was written
that it took only a few seconds to read
it. There is more than football and
soccer in our athletic community and
you should recognize all teams rea-
sonably and comparably.

The Cross Country Teams are made
up of the largest group of kids in the
fall season. The determination, pas-
sion and heart that these kids and
coaches have are remarkable. The
perseverance and camaraderie of the

team are infectious. There are alumni
runners, parents and running enthusi-
asts who attend the meets to volun-
teer, to cheer and to encourage each
and every runner who crosses the
finish line. Running is a life-long sport
and these teams shape and give our
children valuable lessons to carry with
them once they leave WHS. Come
out and see how girls run at the
NJSIAA Meet of Champions! Come
out and see how the boys cheer them
on. Come out to see the boys run at the
NJSIAA Meet of Champions and how
the girls cheer them on. Then give
these hard-working kids the recogni-
tion and support they deserve in The
Leader. It’s not all about football and
soccer.

Maureen Belka
Westfield

Honest Gov.; Conspiracy, Bribery,
Extortion, Perjury, And Tax Evasion

Presidential candidate Jimmy Carter
famously called for “a government as
good as its people.” But we still do not
have “a government as good as its
people!”

Thomas Jefferson, July 1764, “The
whole art of government consists in the
art of being honest” but who is listen-
ing?

Senator Menendez’s political favor-
itism.

President Clinton’s sexual relations
with a White House intern.

President Trump’s “I don’t even wait.
And when you’re a star, they let you do
it, you can do anything...grab them by
the p…..”

Hillary Clinton’s private e-mail sys-
tem.

President Obama’s “If you like the
plan you have, you can keep it. If you
like the doctor you have, you can keep
your doctor, too. The only change you’ll
see are falling costs as your reforms take
hold.”

Vice-President Theodore Agnew re-
signed because of conspiracy, bribery,
extortion, and tax evasion when Gover-
nor of Maryland.

Federal District Court Judge Alcee
Hastings impeached and convicted for
bribery and perjury but now a Congress-
man!

Alabama senatorial candidate Roy
Moore’s sexual relations with girls when
he was in his thirties.

Senator Al Franken forcibly kissing
with tongue in mouth and groping a
radio newscaster while she was sleep-
ing.

Senatorial candidate Ohio Supreme
Court Justice William O’Neill boast-
ing, “In the last fifty years I was sexu-
ally intimate with approximately 50 very
attractive females.”

Former Paterson Mayor Jose Torres
convicted of second-degree conspiracy
to commit official misconduct and sen-
tenced to five years in prison.

Trenton Mayor Tony Mack convicted
of a $119,00 bribery scheme involving

a parking garage project.
Manalapan Mayor Andrew Lucas

convicted of fraud, false statements to
the IRS, identity theft, and obstructing
a grand jury investigation.

Passaic Mayor Alex Blanco pleaded
guilty in federal court to receiving a
$110,000 bribe from developers in ex-
change for directing federal house funds
to their projects.

Former Chesterfield Mayor and
Councilman Lawrence Durr sentenced
to 364 days in the county jail for filing
fraudulent ethics disclosure forms.

Bloomfield Councilman Elias Cha-
let pleaded guilty to taking a $15,000
bribe from a resident trying to sell his
property to Bloomfield.

Newark Mayor Sharpe James con-
victed for fraud and conspiracy in help-
ing his mistress buy nine plots in a city
redevelopment zone.

Married with three children Governor
Eliot Spitzer frequenting prostitutes.

Governor Jim McGreevy appointing
his lover as state homeland secretary
even though the man lacked experience
or qualifications for the position.

Senator Robert Torricelli withdrew
from the 2008 Senate re-election race
because of campaign impropriety for
which the Senate Ethics Committee se-
verely admonished him.

Assemblyman Robert Schroeder
pleaded guilty to second-degree mis-
conduct as a corporate official and for
issuing bad checks.

Married with four children, South
Carolina Governor Mark Sanford fly-
ing to Buenos Aires to be with mistress
while leaving his state in turmoil be-
cause his whereabouts were not known
for six days but now a Congressman!

And then there is Anthony Weiner.
And President Nixon and Watergate.

The voters must learn how to sepa-
rate the wheat from the chaff if they are
to have any chance of having honest
government!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Commentary
Fake News

The Internet has made world more
insulated (endless sites that will vali-
date your own thinking) and less smart
(surprising despite having access to
every bit of information available).
The Internet, along with 24-hour cable
news (which has to fill 1,440 minutes
daily with attention-grabbing ‘break-
ing news’ that usually is anything
but!) and talk-radio (populated by
ideological carnival barkers who rank
just above used-care salesman), have
completely and forever ruined intelli-
gent discourse. And there is no way to
ever go back to the way it was. (Fred
Rossi, Scotch Plains)

We Seem To Be Regressing
https://www.linuxinsider.com -

“Back when the Internet first came to
be, there was the belief that the result
would be more facts, less censorship,
more intelligent discourse and less
successful manipulation. Being able
to converse with each other would
lead people to be more honest, and
our world increasingly would re-
semble a utopian ideal of peace and
prosperity. Now, decades later, “fake
news” has proliferated.

... instead of becoming more literate,
we seem to be regressing. Last week,
we discovered that Russia allegedly
paid US$100K for ads to piss us off; we
saw the emergence of Verrit, a biased
news service that Hillary Clinton thinks
is a better Snopes; and the rumor spread
that Hurricane Irma was a category 6,
even though the highest classification
for a Hurricane is 5.”

Political Chatter
NJ.COM – “New Jersey will be

only the seventh state in the U.S.
where Democrats control both the
governor’s office and the State Legis-
lature. But it comes at a time when
New Jersey stares down a slew of
issues: underfunded school districts,
mountains of pension debt, troubled
transportation system, an the highest
property taxes in the nation.

And Democrats won’t be able to
point the finger at  Christie anymore
if something goes amiss.

Some lawmakers fear that Murphy
and Sweeney might begin their ten-
ure with a strained relationship be-
cause Murphy, who was endorsed by
the NJEA, did not publicly choose a
side in the union’s war with Sweeney.

Republicans retained those seats
despite being hamstrung by the un-
popularity of both Christie and Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

“Considering all that, we did pretty
well,” Asm. Jon Bramnick said.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Desipient – To lack sense; foolish
2. Uraeus – The figure of the cobra on

the headdress of ancient Egyptian rulers
3. Gecarcinian – Land crabs
4. Amyctic – Abrasive; irritating

STRE
1. Fussy
2. Scatter
3. Straw
4. Revenge; reprisal

CERRIAL
1. Shiny; glossy; beaming with light
2. Pertaining to the bitter oak
3. Friendly; likeable
4. Found or growing in pastures

BAQUET
1. An astringent or repellent
2. A valet; servant
3. A wine glass used by sixteenth cen-

tury French aristocracy
4. A small tub

RESE
1. To pierce
2. A sneeze or grunt
3. To tremble or shake
4. A thrusting forward; a lunging

This Holiday Season, See All
Our Downtowns Have to Offer

Each year, Black Friday is the traditional kickoff
to the holiday shopping whirlwind. Many folks try to
get a jump on it even sooner, some forsaking
Grandma’s pumpkin pie to dash out to those stores
that are open Thanksgiving night. We favor savoring
one holiday at a time, but then again, who are we to
stand in the way of doorbuster deals?

So we’re off and running, chasing down must-
haves ranging from that 75-inch, LED TV to this
year’s trendiest toy; from jewelry and fashions to the
latest iPhone or gadget to hit the market. Our incli-
nation may lead us to the malls or big department
stores, decked out in all their holiday splendor,
which do have their own appeal. On the flip side,
however, we may soon find ourselves in a crush of
shoppers, bags and winding checkout lines. And
that’s after we’ve circled the parking lot multiple
times in search of a space that doesn’t feel like it’s in
a different zip code from the store.

These days, many gift seekers sidestep these yule-
tide hurdles by making their purchases online. How-
ever, we suggest another alternative as well: shop-
ping close to home.

Patronizing local merchants benefits everyone.
Retailers thrive through the support of the towns-
people, and a successful business district plays a

major role in maintaining the vitality of an entire
community. Shoppers, meanwhile, have the oppor-
tunity to purchase quality goods without the hustle
and bustle of larger venues, while also getting better
acquainted with their downtowns.

Among the most attractive features about the
communities we serve is, indeed, their business
districts. The downtowns of Westfield, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Cranford, along with the retail centers
of Mountainside and Garwood, feature a diverse
range of stores offering an array of merchandise.
Some have been operating here for generations,
while others are new to the local landscape, but
collectively they are bound to satisfy just about
everyone’s wish list.

This holiday season, we encourage everyone to
check out the many businesses that make up our
local downtowns, including the restaurants and per-
sonal service establishments to be found there, and
to continue to revisit them during the remainder of
the year as well. Through our patronage, we are
giving back to the community of which we are all a
part.

We wish all members of our business communi-
ties, and their customers, a happy and prosperous
holiday season and an equally rewarding new year.

Should All Westfielders Have To
Pay For Full-Day Kindergarten?

The Westfield Board of Education is considering full-
day kindergarten. All households in town have been asked
to fill out an online survey to gauge support among
residents. In discussions at last week’s board meeting,
board members were told that if the district opts to
proceed with full-day kindergarten, another bond referen-
dum would be necessary, as additional classrooms would
have to be constructed at one or more elementary schools
on top of what currently is offered at the district’s early
childhood center at Lincoln School. Westfield is among
the 20 percent of districts that currently do not offer full-
day kindergarten in New Jersey.

Our concern is the financial impact on residents. Board
members were told last week that moving from a half-day
to full-day kindergarten would cost residents an addi-
tional $290 a year, which includes $40 for additional
classrooms (to be funded through a bond referendum) and
$250 per home to be included in the operating budget for
additional teachers. In the past, Westfield has not cut
programs in order to meet other financial requirements.
Will they be able to keep with this practice?

Also, is it fair for all homeowners to have to financially
support full-day kindergarten? Shouldn’t those who ben-
efit be responsible for the burden of extra teachers and
related costs? After all, Westfield has exceeded $100
million in annual operating costs with the total budget and
debt at $113 million.

Adding another bond referendum will continue to put
the burden on homeowners. Westfield voters previously
passed bond referendums of $12.6 million in January of
2016, $13.6 million in December 2012 and $9.4 million
in December 2007. The 2012 vote came three months
after voters rejected a larger $17-million request that also
included $3.5 million for a lighted soccer field. Currently,
as the result of the 2007 referendum, all kindergarten and
pre-k classes are housed at Lincoln School.

By comparison, Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public Schools
began offering full-day kindergarten at no charge to par-
ents in September of 2016. Cranford is offering a tuition-
based, full-day kindergarten pilot program. There also is
a push by state lawmakers to require all New Jersey school
districts to offer full-day kindergarten. A bill (S-1455)
sponsored by Senator Teresa Ruiz (D-29th, Newark) was
approved by the Senate Education Committee in March of
2016, but has not been advanced to a vote by the full
Senate. Another bill, A-1016, to establish a task force to
study the issue was passed overwhelmingly in the Assem-
bly, 63 to 8, in February of 2016. Governor Chris Christie
vetoed legislation a few years ago to require full-day
kindergarten over concerns of taking local control away
from school districts. What happened to state mandate,
state pay?

Will Governor-elect Phil Murphy sign a full-day kin-
dergarten mandate if legislation hits his desk?
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Letters to the Editor

ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE
Whether you are thinking about getting divorced, going through a divorce, or already divorced, there is 

important information that you should know! This is your opportunity to have your questions answered by 
four experienced attorneys who devote their entire practice to family law.

Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of the Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C., and his 
team of attorneys, Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq., and Kristin N. Badalamenti, Esq. will 
review the law, explain the legal process and answer your questions concerning prenuptial agreements, separa-
tion, divorce, custody and parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child support, domestic violence, post-
divorce Court review of changed financial and child-related circumstances, and how the current economic 
climate, recent alimony and child support legislation and possible changes to the tax code will impact divorce 
and post-divorce matters. Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to the 

traditional contested proceeding.

A FREE Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees
Reservations Required (No last names needed)

Call: (908) 272-0200
Refreshments will be served

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2017
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
THE WESTWOOD

438 North Avenue
Garwood, New Jersey 07027

908-789-0808
www.thewestwood.com

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2017
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

HOLIDAY INN
36 Valley Road

Clark, New Jersey 07066
732-574-0100

www.hiclarknj.com

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

COAH Blight; Garwood Is
Experiencing This First Hand

The following is an issue, two ex-
amples and a warning to all towns of
our state to be wary on COAH applica-
tions. The Fair Share housing man-
dates out of the NJ Superior Court and
with abetting by the Legislature is
actually accelerating the high-density
development into a death spiral for
each town’s residents of the state, but
a boon to developers and the existing
land owners who are selling to them.
We include the legislators who are
receiving tens of thousands of dollars
of campaign donations from these de-
velopers as reported by the ELEC
website. Always be suspicious when it
comes to politicians, land and builders
because that’s where a lot of money
can be found. Our Garwood has two
good examples of how developers and
landowners are enriching themselves
while placing undue high density on
the backs of the boro, while our politi-
cians turn a blind eye toward it all. We
are finding that the developer is pay-
ing excessive amounts of money over
the land value of the properties and
then demanding higher-density
projects to cover this excess while
saying they can satisfy the COAH.

Garwood has a blighted factory
complex on South Avenue on five
acres of land. This land is also found
to have serious contamination. A fig-
ure of $5 million in remediation costs
have been estimated to clean this land.
Since its fallow land, it is a good
target to clean and build a project to
satisfy some COAH obligations. This
works out that Hazmat costs per acre
is around $1 million. Normally we
find clean undisturbed land in this
area is appraised between $800,000
and $1.2 million/acre. No one would
buy land at $1 million/acre then turn
around and spend another $1 million
to clean it up for a grand total of $2
million. With such Hazmat liability,
the property should go for at most
maybe $200,000/acre since impaired.
However, in a presentation by the
developer, he confirmed just that, they
bought the land as-is for $1 million/
acre and are now paying another
$1mil./acre to clean it up. He outra-
geously overpaid.

However, into this process steps
the Garwood Planning board and the
Garwood Council, who is supposed
to represent the Boro of Garwood
facing the COAH obligations. Since
the developer overpaid by at least
twice for the property, the planning
board dismissed protecting our boro
and agreed with the developer to build
an accelerated high-density project
to offset his excessive purchase costs
and also allowed the COAH percent
to drop from our area’s normal 15 to

20 percent down to 10 percent. This
works out to an astronomical density
of 60 units/acre. The excessive land
cost impacts the total project costs,
the extra bonding costs and the other
prorated project costs are so that it
dictated the accelerated higher num-
ber of residential units were needed.
Without proper deliberation and criti-
cal thought, our boro entities exacer-
bated the situation by not vetting out
all the developer’s numbers, despite
the ongoing outcry from the residents
to do so.

Another example is a second project
now on the table in Garwood. We
again find the developer overpaying
for portions of the land to build the
high-density project. Part of this new
project’s two acres are two lots 50x100
that have a minor drive-in bank kiosk
on the property. Normal buildable
lots in Garwood run around $200,000,
maybe $225,000 tops. However, the
developer paid $675,000 for these
two lots, which is $338,000 per lot,
50 percent more. Thus, the plan the
developer now puts forward is for 52
townhouse units, each 2,800 sq. ft.
and many of them three bedrooms.
This project proposes eight units of
COAH. This is now in review with
our boro’s govt. entities. Throughout
these projects, we hear nothing but
the Planning Board and Council say-
ing their hands are tied, they are afraid
of a lawsuit and have to move for-
ward, and “they are getting the best
possible deal.” This is the alibi for
poor deliberation and analysis.

We put these examples forward to
the other town councils and planning
boards, to note that developers have
found a loophole provided by the
COAH mandates to pay excessive
amounts of money for property and
then pass that liability onto the towns
by way of overly high-density projects
under cover of COAH obligations. If
the developer wants to overpay, he
takes on this liability, not the towns.
These unfortunate Garwood failures
should now give ample heed to others.

The imperative suggestion moving
forward is that towns must retrieve
the developers’ financials ASAP and
see what they are paying for the tar-
geted property. And, the towns should
get an appraisal to assure developers
are just not paying excess money to
existing landowners to motivate them
to sell. The COAH projects can in-
crease the land value more than it
should without diligence from the
govt. bodies protecting the towns.
Garwood is unfortunately experienc-
ing this first hand.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

WESTFIELD
Monday, October 30, a resident from

the 100 block of East Grove Street re-
ported an abandoned blue Huffy Tundra
mountain bicycle. Officers located the
bicycle but were unable to identify the
owner. The bicycle was transported to
police headquarters and secured for safe-
keeping until the owner could be located.

Thursday, November 2, Marquetta
Christmon, 38, of Irvington was arrested
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at Central
Avenue and Sussex Street on a charge of
possession of drug paraphernalia and on
three warrants. They included a no-bail
Essex County warrant and traffic warrants
from Newark and Fort Lee with bail
amounts of $200 and $120, respectively.
She was transported to police headquar-

ters, where she was processed and turned
over to the Essex County Sheriff’s Office.

Thursday, November 2, Victoria N.
Bernhard, 19, and Eric Romulus, 20, both
of Brooklyn, N.Y., were arrested pursuant
to a motor vehicle stop at North Avenue
and Prospect Street. Bernhard was charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana, while Romulus was
charged with obstructing the administra-
tion of law. Both were transported to po-
lice headquarters, where each was pro-
cessed and released with a summons.

Sunday, November 5, Takisha M.
Marcelle, 42, of Brooklyn, N.Y. was ar-
rested on an outstanding criminal warrant
from Westfield with $1,500 bail pursuant to
being picked up at the Union Police Depart-
ment. Further investigation revealed the ex-

istence of three additional outstanding crimi-
nal warrants for Marcelle, from South Amboy
and from Holmdel, each with $1,000 bail,
and Pequannock, with $350 bail. Marcelle
was processed and, unable to post bail, was
turned over to the Union County jail.

Monday, November 6, a resident of the
100 block of Jefferson Avenue reported
being the victim of theft. One or more
unknown suspects gained entry to the
victim’s unsecured motor vehicle and stole
$200 worth of items from the vehicle.

Wednesday, November 8, Vatrell A.
Sinclair, 23, of Piscataway was arrested
on an active Westfield traffic warrant
with $500 bail pursuant to a motor ve-
hicle stop at Central Avenue and Quimby
Street. Sinclair was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released af-
ter posting full bail.

Thursday, November 9, Ralph Cortese,
Jr., 47, of Blairstown was arrested on an
active Paterson traffic warrant with $750
bail pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at
Munsee Way and Bailey Court. He was
transported to police headquarters, processed
and released on his own recognizance.

Thursday, November 9, Frank Sconzo,
23, of Staten Island, N.Y., was arrested and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop in the area of Central
Avenue and Oxford Terrace. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and released with a complaint-summons.

Saturday, November 11, subsequent to a
motor vehicle stop at East North Avenue
and South Chestnut Street, Elma Acosta,
44, of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant with $217
bail. Acosta posted bail and was released.

Sunday, November 12, a 2008 Dodge
Charger was reported stolen from the drive-
way of a residence on the 700 block of
Highland Avenue between 2 p.m. on No-
vember 11 and 10 a.m. on November 12.

Sunday, November 12, motor vehicle
burglaries were reported on the 800 block
of Ramapo Way. Two residents each re-
ported the burglary of two vehicles while
they were parked in the victims’ driveways.
The vehicles in one driveway were entered
between 7 p.m. on November 11 and 7 a.m.
on November 12, while the other two ve-
hicles were burglarized between 1 a.m. and
10 a.m. on November 12. At the time of the
reports, nothing of value was reported sto-
len from any of the vehicles.

Sunday, November 12, a resident of
the 700 block of Lenape Trail reported a
motor vehicle burglary that occurred be-
tween 10 a.m. on November 11 and 11:56
a.m. on November 12. At the time of the
report nothing of value had been reported
stolen from the vehicle.

Sunday, November 12, Brittney N.
McNeal, 24, of Caldwell was arrested on
an outstanding North Caldwell traffic
warrant with $500 bail pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop in the area of 600 West
South Avenue. She was transported to
police headquarters, where she was pro-
cessed and released on her own recogni-
zance.

Sunday, November 12, a BMW X3 was
reported stolen from the driveway of a
residence on the 700 block of Norman
Place.

Monday, November 13, Jenny
Camarillo, 28, of Somerset was arrested
on two outstanding traffic warrants from
Westfield with $114 bail pursuant to a
traffic stop in the area of Central Av-
enue near Hardwick Avenue. She was
transported to police headquarters,
where she was processed and released
after posting bail.

Tuesday, November 14, a resident of
the 300 block of Linden Place reported an
attempted motor vehicle burglary that
occurred between 11 a.m. on November
13 and 8:30 a.m. on November 14 while
the vehicle was parked in the victim’s

driveway. Nothing of value was reported
stolen.

FANWOOD
Wednesday, November 8, Syrron Hall,

19, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor stop at Midway Avenue and
Tillotson Road for a motor vehicle viola-
tion. While speaking with the driver po-
lice could detect a strong odor of mari-
juana coming from the inside of the ve-
hicle. A search of the vehicle revealed
suspected marijuana in the vehicle and
the driver was arrested, processed, charged
with possession of marijuana and motor
vehicle violations. He also posted bail on
active warrants out of North Plainfield
and Berkeley Heights. Hall was released
pending his court appearance.

Thursday, November 9, Keithley
Connor, 53, of Piscataway was arrested
on an active warrant out of Piscataway
following a motor vehicle stop at Mid-
way Avenue and Paul Place. Connor was
processed, posted bail and released.

Thursday, November 9, Donald
Palacios, 25, of Westfield was arrested on
an active warrant after police conducted a
random license plate check on a vehicle
traveling on Terrill Road. A motor vehicle
stop was made to confirm that the driver
was the registered owner. Palacios was
processed, posted bail and released.

Friday, November 10, Jessica Miller, 31,
of Plainfield was arrested on an active war-
rant out of Hillside after a random license
plate check on a vehicle traveling on the 200
block of Terrill Road. A motor vehicle stop
was made to confirm the driver was the
registered owner. The registered owner was
the passenger in the vehicle; she was ar-
rested, processed, posted bail and released.

Sunday, November 12, Elder Fuentes-
Velasquez, 25, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after police responded to the
area of Terrill Road and East 7th Street for
a possible accident. When police arrived

and located the vehicle, it appeared that
the driver was asleep. Police woke the
driver up and also detected a strong odor of
an alcoholic beverage coming from the
inside of the vehicle. The driver was asked
to perform some sobriety tests which he
could not complete. Fuentes-Velasquez
was arrested, processed and charged with
DWI. He released to a responsible person.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Monday, November 6, a resident of

Winding Brook Way heard his motor ve-
hicle alarm sound at approximately 2:45
a.m. and saw a tall adult male running from
the vehicle. Nothing was reported taken.
The incident is under investigation.

Tuesday, November 7, a resident of the
400 block of Hunter Avenue reported the
theft of one of the tires on her motor vehicle.
The vehicle was parked in front of her home
and the theft occurred sometime overnight.

Tuesday, November 7, Christopher J.
Richards, 23, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of Roselle
Park during a motor vehicle stop. He was
transported to police headquarters and
processed.

Friday, November 10, at approximately
11:40 p.m. an officer stationed on Route
22 East conducted a random plate inquiry
on a four-door grey 2010 Toyota Camry
that showed the vehicle had been entered
as stolen by Bloomfield Police. Police
attempted to stop the vehicle, which fled.
The vehicle was pursued into Hillside, at
which time the operator of the vehicle
caused a minor motor vehicle accident.
The pursuit was terminated at that time.
No injuries were reported. The incident is
under investigation.

Saturday, November 11, Christopher J.
Richards, 23, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with possession of a weapon dur-
ing a motor vehicle stop. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters and processed.

Sunday, November 12, patrol officers
responded to Jacobs Lane at approxi-
mately 10:30 p.m. on a report of a car
burglary. A resident saw a suspect enter
their vehicle, which was located in their
driveway. The suspect reportedly ran to-
wards two waiting vehicles in the street

and fled the area. Officers were ap-
proached by a neighbor who also re-
ported the theft of two of her vehicles. A
2015 black Infiniti QX6 and a black
Nissan Murano were stolen from a resi-
dence a few doors down. The incident
currently is under investigation.

Monday, November 13, at approxi-
mately 2:48 a.m. patrol responded to Muir
Terrace on a report of a motor vehicle
burglary. The resident saw two suspects
standing near his vehicle, which was parked
in the street. The suspects fled in a silver
vehicle. Entry was not gained to the victim’s
vehicle; however, it was damaged. The
incident in under investigation.

Monday, November 13, a burglary was
reported on the 300 block of Hunter Av-
enue. Someone forced entry into a vacant
house. The incident currently is under
investigation.

Wednesday, November 15, Keirjovan
D. Rasulala, 31, of Plainfield was arrested
on outstanding warrants out of Fanwood,
Linden and Woodbridge during a motor
vehicle stop. Rasulala was transported to
police headquarters and processed.

Wednesday, November 15, a resident of
Homestead Terrace reported an incident of
fraud. Someone gained access to the victim’s
personal information and opened several
credit cards in the victim’s name. The inci-
dent currently is under investigation.

Thursday, November 16, a resident of
Canterbury Drive reported an incident of
fraud. Someone gained access to the
victim’s credit card information and made
an online purchase. The incident cur-
rently is under investigation.

Saturday, November 18, Vandana
Kumar, 28, of Linden was arrested on
outstanding warrants out of Linden and
Rahway while at police headquarters at-
tempting to get her motor vehicle re-
leased from impound. Kumar was pro-
cessed and posted bail.

Sunday, November 19, Sean C.
Hairston, 44, of North Brunswick was
arrested on outstanding warrants out of
Elizabeth and East Orange during a mo-
tor vehicle stop. He was transported to
police headquarters and processed.
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SANTA SWIM...The Westfield Area YMCA invites the community to its second
annual “Swim with Santa” on Sunday, December 3, from 1 to 3 p.m., at the Main
Y Facility, located at 220 Clark Street, Westfield. Participants choose a 30-
minute time slot to swim with Santa and his elves. A parent or guardian must be
in the pool with children under age 8 or children who cannot swim. Before or
after swimming, families can enjoy more fun with Santa in the Arts and Crafts
Room. Registration is open to members and non-members online or in-person at
the Welcome Center. Proceeds benefit the Y’s Annual Support Campaign. For
more information, contact Sharon London at slondon@westfieldynj.org or call
(908) 301-YMCA (9622).

Green Thumb Garden Club
Sets Annual Christmas Sale
CRANFORD — Cranford’s

Green Thumb Garden Club has an-
nounced that its 33rd Annual Christ-
mas Sale will take place on Sunday,
December 3, from 11 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. It will be held at the Hanson
House, located at 38 Springfield
Avenue, Cranford.

The sale will feature fresh wreathes
adorned with exquisite bows; little
boxwood trees; fuzzy little lamb’s ear
trees, and one-of-a-kind arrange-
ments. Shoppers can decorate their
front porch with a festive porch pot.
These recent and very popular offer-

HOLIDAY GREETINGS...Woman’s Club of Westfield members display stock-
ings they have stuffed for United States troops deployed overseas. Pictured left to
right, they are, front row: Anne Magnotti, Pat D’Angelo, Vivian O’Neil, Julie
Nardone and Mary Ann Sepe, and second row: Nancy Muserlian, Ruth Positan,
Nancy Hatfield, Diana Peterson and Jane Wallswear.

Woman’s Club Fills Stockings
With Cheer For U.S. Troops

WESTFIELD — Ten women who
are members of The Home Life De-
partment of the Woman’s Club of
Westfield recently spent an after-
noon together filling many Christ-
mas stockings to the brim with a card
of greeting, writing pads, pens, decks
of cards, candy, lotion, fun items and
so much more.

The stockings will be shipped to
those active in the military with the
hope of bringing a smile to a soldier’s
face and as a way of showing appre-
ciation and thanks for all the work
that service men and women do and
all the sacrifices they make defending
their country.

These stockings will join many
other stockings as part of the
“Boatsie’s Boxes” delivery system.
Boatsie’s Boxes began in 2004 when
Master Sergeant Patrick R. Boatsie’s
mother, Gail, forwarded a personal
request from the Deputy of Pro-
grams in Baghdad for personal items
needed for the military in Baghdad
hospitals. Four months later, Mas-
ter Sergeant Boatsie was deployed

to Balad, Iraq, and the care package
delivery system was extended to
include any deployed troop in need
of support.

The Woman’s Club of Westfield
meets at a general meeting on the
second Monday of the month, held at
The Masonic Lodge in Westfield.
Interested women are urged to write
to: The Woman’s Club of Westfield,
P.O. Box 1157, Mountainside, N.J.
07092 for more information.

Author Matt Phelan Due
At Mountainside Library

MOUNTAINSIDE — Author and
illustrator Matt Phelan will be at the
Mountainside Public Library on Sat-
urday, December 2, from 11 a.m.
until 3 p.m. Mr. Phelan is the creator
of the graphic novels “The Storm in
the Barn” (winner of a Scott O’Dell
Award), “Around the World” and
“Bluffton.” His latest graphic novel
is the New York Times bestseller
“Snow White.”

Mr. Phelan has been nominated
for five Will Eisner Awards, includ-
ing Best Writer/Artist and Best
Graphic Album for “Bluffton.” He
also is the illustrator of many books
for young readers, including “Flora’s
Very Windy Day” by Jeanne Birdsall,
“Marilyn’s Monster” by Michelle
Knudsen, “Druthers,” and “The
Higher Power of Lucky” by Susan
Patron, winner of a Newbery Medal.

There will be a one-hour general
presentation starting at 11 a.m., fol-

lowed by two 45-minute workshops.
The first, from 1:15 to 2 p.m., will be
for children ages 5 to 9, and the
second, from 2:15 to 3 p.m., will be
for middle- and high-school students,
ages 10 to 18. Lunch with the author
will be served from noon to 1 p.m.

All children and adults from Union
County are welcome. To register for
a session and reserve a seat for lunch,
call (908) 233-0115. The author’s
books will be available for purchase,
cash or check only, courtesy of the
Town Book Store of Westfield.

The library is located at 1 Constitu-
tion Plaza, Mountainside, and can be
reached at (908) 233-0115. For more
information, call (908) 233-0115 or
e-mail Elizabeth Perrin at
eperrin@mountainsidelibrary.org.
The Matt Phelan author visit is made
possible through a grant for children’s
programming from the 2017 Union
County Library Grant program.

– Obituaries –Rita E. Pyle, 97, Maintained Gardens
At Miller-Cory and St. Anne Church
Rita E. Pyle (née Gottlick), 97,

passed away peacefully on Thursday,
November 16, 2017. She was prede-
ceased by her beloved husband of 33
years, George A. Pyle, and her daugh-
ter, Donna Lisa Pyle Juhasz.

She was born June 2, 1920 and
lived in Westfield with her parents
until the end of World War II, when
she and her husband, George, bought
their home in Garwood.

Rita was a graduate of Holy Trinity
High School and Paine Institute of
New York City, where she trained as
a laboratory and X-ray technician.
She worked for Dr. S. Wm. Kalb in
Newark, N.J., in her early years. Later,
Rita worked as an assistant to the late
artist Joseph Dawley, both in his stu-
dio and then as director of the Eugenie
Gallery in Scotch Plains.

Trained as a Master Gardener, she
maintained the herb garden at the
Miller-Cory House Museum in
Westfield and volunteered at the
Watchung Reservation as well as the
gardens at the Church of St. Anne in

Garwood. Friends and family relied
on Rita’s green thumb wisdom. Her
own gardens were enjoyed and ad-
mired by family, neighbors and friends.

She is survived by five children, 11
grandchildren and 15 great-grandchil-
dren. Her children are Victoria
(Stephen) Adik of Valparaiso, Ind.,
Gregory (Wendy) Pyle of Clifton Park,
N.Y., Christopher (Karen) Pyle of
Chester, N.J., Melanie Rhodes of
Westfield, N.J., and Daniel (Zulma)
Pyle of Warren, N.J. She also is sur-
vived by her son-in-law, Victor Juhasz
(Terri) of Averill Park, N.Y.

Visitation took place on Sunday,
November 19, at Dooley Funeral
Home of Cranford, N.J. A Funeral
Mass was held on Monday, Novem-
ber 20, at 10 a.m., at the Church of St.
Anne in Garwood. Burial followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made to Center for Hope Hospice,
1900 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains,
N.J. 07076.
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Antoinette Fanelli

Antoinette Fanelli, 94, Was Beloved
Wife, Mother, Grandmother, Sister

Antoinette (Sutera) Fanelli, 94,
passed away on Saturday,
November 11, 2017.

Born in Brooklyn,
N.Y.,  she l ived in
Westfield since 1954.

Mrs. Fanelli had been
a communicant of St.
Helen’s Roman Catho-
lic Church of Westfield.

She was predeceased
by her beloved husband,
Louis.

Surviving are three de-
voted sons, Raymond
(Kathleen), Richard
(Judy) and Robert; five
beloved grandchildren, Ryan, Nicho-

las, Dana, James and Vincent; two
loving brothers, Joseph
and Vincent Sutera, and
her beloved sister,
Jacqueline Morse.

A Mass of Christian
Burial was offered on
Tuesday, November 14, at
St. Helen’s Roman Catho-
lic Church of Westfield.
Entombment followed at
Saint Gertrude Cemetery
in Colonia.

Arrangements were by
the Dooley Funeral
Home, 218 North Avenue
West, Cranford.

November 23, 2017

Stephen G. Crum, One Year
Anniversary of Westfielder’s Death

Stephen G. Crum, 1969 Westfield
High School graduate, died in San
Antonio, Tex., on December 12, 2016,
following a long illness.

Stephen graduated from Lebanon
Valley College in 1973 and later en-
tered the U.S. Army Band. His Army
career took him to Japan, Guam,
Panama, and Maryland, California,

and finally San Antonio, where he
retired and spent the last years of his
life.

He is survived by his wife, Peggy;
his brother, the Reverend David Crum
of California, and his sister, Judy
Anderson of Plainfield, N.J., as well
as nephews and nieces.

November 23, 2017

Cranford Chamber Reveals
Holiday Festivities For All

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Chamber of Commerce has an-
nounced its upcoming holiday
events for November, which in-
clude a full day of activities on
Friday, November 24, beginning at
11 a.m. with the Girl Scout Dai-
sies, Brownies, Juniors, Cadettes,
Seniors and Ambassadors decorat-
ing the Christmas tree located in
Mayor’s Park at the corner of
Springfield and North Union Av-
enues.

Afternoon events will begin at 1
p.m. with a face painter and bal-
loon maker sponsored by New Jer-
sey Family Medical; moon walk
sponsored by Arnold’s Pest Con-
trol, and a horse-drawn wagon ride
sponsored by St. Michael Church,
which will be located in Parking
Lot No. 7 on Miln Street. These
events will run until 4 p.m. The
Cranford Jaycees will provide hot
chocolate.

At 4 p.m., the Celebration Sing-
ers will perform on the stage lo-
cated by the Christmas tree at North
Union and Springfield Avenues,
followed by the High School Mad-
rigals and the Brass Ensemble at 5
p.m. Santa will arrive for the light-
ing of the township tree at 6 p.m.,
escorted by the Cranford Fire De-
partment.

Chamber representatives will be
available to take photos of chil-
dren with Santa for a price of $3,
and each child will receive a candy

cane from Santa. In addition, each
family will receive a “Small Busi-
ness Saturday” canvas bag filled
with information and valuable cou-
pons from many local businesses
in Cranford.

Santa’s mailbox will be inside
the Post Office from November 24
to December 18. Santa letters must
have a return address, as Santa re-
plies to each letter received.

The Cranford Chamber of Com-
merce expressed appreciation to
its sponsors and local businesses
for their valued support.

ings overflow with greenery and say
“Welcome!” to everyone who ap-
proaches their front door.

Additionally, individuals will have
an opportunity to complete their col-
lection of the Landmark Series, or to
bring home a treat or an original
ornament.

Boxwood trees and porch pots can
be preordered up to Thursday, No-
vember 30. For more information, call
Ellen McHenry at (908) 230-3302.
This sale is an important fundraiser to
help maintain and beautify Memorial
and 911 Parks in Cranford.

Westfield Library to Offer
Origami, Yoga Events

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will host an
origami workshop on Thursday,
November 30, from 2 to 3:30 p.m.,
and Total Body Renew Yoga on
three consecutive Thursdays, No-
vember 30, December 7 and De-
cember 14, at 7 p.m. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.

Origami is the traditional Japa-
nese art of paper folding. Partici-
pants will learn basic origami folds
and how to make a simple winter
bouquet to take home. Materials
will be provided.

Origami expert and arts teacher
Joy Ann J. Cabanos will teach the
class how to make an exquisite
winter flower bouquet. No experi-
ence with origami or particular ar-
tistic talent is required. Ms.
Cabanos is a mixed-media artist,
poet and arts educator who teaches
painting and origami in county and
after-school programs, as well as
in private workshops.

Total Body Renew Yoga will be
presented by yoga teacher Lorraine
Harwelik.  According to Ms.
Harwelik, the class is for anyone
who feels stiff, sore or grumpy.
“Do your joints feel like they need
a grease job?” she asks. “Did you
know that you can upgrade your
body’s strength, flexibility, and
agility? Total Body Renew Yoga
can increase your efficiency and
overall comfort level.”

This system of yoga movements
is designed to help class members
unlock their movement and com-
fort potential by safely warming
and releasing muscle fibers and
increasing the joints’ range of mo-

tion.
Ms. Harwelik is a registered yoga

teacher, certified herbalist and li-
censed New Jersey educator. She
has presented many well-attended
programs at the library including
Yoga for Gardeners and the Health
Benefits of Herbs.

Participants can take one, two or
all three classes, but classes are
small, so registration is strongly
suggested. They are open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 43 li-
braries that  are part  of  the
Middlesex Union Reciprocal
Agreement Libraries. Interested
persons are advised to visit the
Westfield Memorial  Library
website, wmlnj.org, and click on
the “About Us” tab to see if their
library is a MURAL participant.
To register for the origami or yoga
programs, visit wmlnj.org and click
on the Online Calendar, or call
(908) 789-4090, option 0.

SENDING CHEER...Franklin Elementary School Cub Scouts, Pack 172, of
Westfield, recently made cards and decorations for the troops serving over-
seas. The Cub Scouts are among the many organizations and classes through-
out Westfield, Cranford, Kenilworth, Scotch Plains-Fanwood and Mendham
that participated in making more than 3,000 handmade cards, ornaments and
decorations that were mailed by several organizations, including the American
Legion in Westfield, and local mom Colby Sheppard, who sends out packages
of cards sponsored by Surgent’s Elite Gym in Westfield.

Westfield Service League
Readies For Holiday Sale

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Service League (WSL), a nonprofit,
volunteer-based organization, has
announced that the holiday sale at
its thrift shop will take place on
Saturday, December 2, from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m.

Hundreds of holiday items, includ-
ing brand-new toys, clothing and
decorations, will be available at dis-
counted prices. Merchandise will be
replenished throughout the day due
to the large volume of items on hand.

In preparation for this sale, both
the WSL’s thrift shop and its con-
signment shop will be closed on Fri-
day, December 1. The shops are lo-
cated at 114 Elmer Street, Westfield.

Additionally, the thrift shop will

have large discounts on fall/winter
merchandise for sale on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday, Novem-
ber 28 to 30, to make room for
holiday merchandise. Shoppers also
are invited to visit the consignment
shop for special prices on holiday
gift selections.

The thrift and consignment shops
are open Tuesday through Friday, 9
a.m. to 5 p.m., and Saturday, 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call the thrift shop at (908)
233-2530 or the consignment shop
at (908) 232-1223. The WSL, cel-
ebrating its 85-year history, donates
its sale proceeds to various commu-
nity organizations. To date, the
League has donated $2,743,000.

Fanwood Tree Lighting
To Be Held on Dec. 3
FANWOOD — The Borough of

Fanwood welcomes all to its Holi-
day Celebration and Tree Lighting
event on Sunday, December 3, be-
ginning at 3 p.m.

Everyone is invited to come to
the big tent on the lawn in front of
the North Avenue Train Station and
enjoy an afternoon of seasonal mu-
sic, holiday crafts, refreshments
and a visit with Santa Claus — all
for free.

Children also can enter contests
and win prizes. The celebration
will conclude at 5 p.m. when Mayor
Colleen Mahr lights the Fanwood
Christmas tree on the train station
lawn. This event is sponsored by
the Fanwood Recreation Commis-
sion.

Center For Hope Holding
Annual Super Bowl Raffle

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Center
for Hope Hospice and Palliative Care
has rolled out its annual Father
Charles Hudson Super Bowl Raffle.
This is the 22nd year that the non-
profit organization is raffling off two
tickets to the Super Bowl as the first
prize. This year’s game will be played
in Minneapolis, Minn.; the grand
prize winner also will receive a flight
voucher worth $500 and enjoy a
three-night complimentary stay in a
Minneapolis-area hotel.

Second prize is a 60-inch LED
smart TV and third prize is a $500
VISA gift card. Tickets are $10 each
and may be requested online at
cfhh.org/super-bowl-raffle.html or
by calling (908) 889-7780. All pro-
ceeds from the sale of Super Bowl
Raffle tickets support the Center’s
Charitable Care Program, which pro-
vides nearly $3 million a year in free
or reduced-cost residential hospice

care. The raffle is named after the
organization’s cofounder.

The Center for Hope Hospice of-
fers residential hospice and pallia-
tive care at Father Hudson House in
Elizabeth and Peggy’s House in
Scotch Plains; it also provides hos-
pice care in the community for ter-
minally ill patients in Union County
and surrounding areas.

“At just $10 each, the raffle tickets
are a great way to observe Giving
Tuesday and support people in our
communities who have the need but
lack the means to pay for hospice
care,” noted Frank Brady, president
of the Center. Giving Tuesday is the
Tuesday following Thanksgiving and
falls this year on November 28.

For more information about hos-
pice and palliative care services avail-
able at the Center for Hope, or to
purchase Super Bowl Raffle tickets,
visit cfhh.org or call (908) 889-7780.

Old Guard to Hear Talk
On Cold War Defense

Joseph M. Polyak

SUMMIT AREA — Joseph M.
Polyak, a retired computer engineer,
will speak to the Summit Area Old
Guard at its Tuesday, November 28
meeting. He will talk
about the “Cold War Mis-
sile Defense.”

Thule (Greenland) is
home to the 821st Air
Base Group. It hosts the
12th Space Warning
Squadron, a Ballistic
Missile Early Warning
Site designed to detect
and track ICBMs
launched against North
America. At more than
700 miles north of the
Arctic Circle, Thule Air
Base was intended as a
potential staging area
against the Soviet Union during the
Cold War. Outside the base, there is
not much of anything for miles.

It is not uncommon for the base to be
wracked by massive snowstorms that
trap personnel in their dorms. When
Mr. Polyak was there, Thule had close
to 10,000 personnel from the United
States and Denmark; today, that num-
ber is below 1,000. The base is now
used for allied surveillance of the north-
ern polar region, served by about 450
Danes, Greenlanders and Canadians,
plus 140 American military and sup-
port staff.

Thule is locked in by ice for nine
months of the year. In the summer, a
Canadian icebreaker ship clears the
base’s port to allow for a resupply of

food, fuel and other cargo,
before the bay freezes
again in mid-October.

The United States mili-
tary, along with the mili-
taries of China, Russia,
Canada, Norway and
Denmark, has concluded
that Arctic ice is melting.
A race is already under-
way between these coun-
tries to secure trade lanes
that will open in the com-
ing years as the ice con-
tinues to melt.

All active men age 50-
plus are invited to attend

the Tuesday morning meetings of the
Summit Area Old Guard. Meetings
are held at the New Providence Mu-
nicipal Center, located at 360 Elkwood
Avenue, New Providence. A coffee
hour starts at 9:15 a.m., followed by a
10 a.m. business meeting brightened
by singing and humor. Guest speakers
begin their talk at 10:30 a.m.

Old Guard members participate in
sports, bridge, hikes, trips, plays, con-
certs and other cultural events. For
more information, call Jim Hewitt at
(908) 233-5507 or log onto the
website summitoldguard.org.

Friday Senior Club
Slates Casino Trips

CRANFORD — The Friday Se-
nior Club of Cranford sponsors a trip
the second Wednesday of the month
to Resorts Casino at Atlantic City.
The next trip is scheduled for Decem-
ber 13. The cost is $30.

Additionally, the club will sponsor
a trip to the Sands Casino in
Bethlehem, Pa., on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 28. For information and reserva-
tions regarding either trip, call Helen
at (908) 654-1236.

When You
Want Results–

Use 
Leader/TIMES
Classified Ads

Inexpensive
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Westfield Library Among
Food Drive Participants

WESTFIELD — Area residents
are invited to help check out hunger
this holiday season with donations
to a food drive being sponsored by
the Libraries of Union County Con-
sortium. Collection bins will be lo-
cated at public libraries. Library
staff will then route 100 percent of
the donations to designated food
banks.

Among the participants will be the
Westfield Memorial Library, which will
accept donations of non-perishable food
items between Monday, November 27,
and Monday, December 18, to benefit
the New Jersey Community FoodBank
and other local food pantries.

Other participating libraries include
the Cranford Public Library, Eliza-
beth Public Library, Fanwood Me-
morial Library, Garwood Free Public
Library, Hillside Public Library,
Kenilworth Public Library, Linden
Public Library, Mountainside Public
Library, Plainfield Public Library,
Rahway Public Library, Roselle Free
Public Library, Roselle Park Veter-
ans Memorial Library, Scotch Plains
Public Library, Springfield Public Li-
brary, Summit Public Library and

Union Free Public Library.
Although experts say the economy

is in recovery, many people in New
Jersey continue to struggle just to
fulfill basic needs. Among them are
low-income families, struggling
single parents, the elderly on a fixed
income and the unemployed. The New
Jersey Community FoodBank assists
by supplying food to more than 1,500
non-profit charities in 19 counties,
including soup kitchens, food pan-
tries, shelters, local food banks, after-
school programs and senior centers.

Groceries most urgently needed are
canned meat and fish; canned soups
and stews; peanut butter (in plastic
jars); boxed pasta and rice; powdered
milk; infant formula; canned veg-
etables and fruits.

Donations are accepted anytime the
Westfield Memorial Library is open:
Sunday, 1 to 5 p.m.; Monday through
Thursday, 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., and
Friday and Saturday, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The library is located at 550 East Broad
Street. For more information, call the
Westfield Memorial Library at (908)
789-4090 or visit the Libraries of Union
County Consortium at luccnj.org.

Temple Sholom Announces
Holiday Boutique Dec. 3

SCOTCH PLAINS — Temple
Sholom has reinvented its Annual Holi-
day Boutique, featuring unique ven-
dors who offer one-of-a-kind,
handcrafted gifts. Open to the public, it
will take place on Sunday, December 3,
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Admission is free.

The boutique will showcase local
artisans including Cassava Handcrafted
Bath and Body (handcrafted, Cuban-
inspired soaps, salt bars, lotions and
other products); Lemondrop Designs
(custom wooden signs); Remy’s Gems
(handcrafted jewelry featuring natural
gemstones and crystals); Suburban Hip-
pie (specially-designed furniture from
reclaimed wood), and Soul Bowls (col-
orful, plant-based bowls).

Other participating artisans and ven-
dors are Jojo’s Bags and Things (fun,
fashionable clothing, handbags, jew-
elry, scarves, gloves, accessories);
Edyn Designs (stationery, gift stick-

ers, notepads, camp items, other
paperie); Creations by Cathee
(handcrafted jewelry, decorated glass
blocks); The Pink Pear (children’s
crafts, games, toys, gifts); JLS by De-
sign (art, travel, landscape photogra-
phy); Bling It Up (trendy selection of
accessories, jewelry, hats, gloves,
scarves, handbags, clothing); Fairy
Dreams Pillows (tooth fairy pillows),
and Judaica Gallery from Highland
Park (Shabbat candles, challah cov-
ers, tallit, Chanukah items, home
décor).

Temple Sholom is located at 1925
Lake Avenue, Scotch Plains. A per-
centage of the proceeds will support
the temple’s educational programs.

For more information about the
temple or joining the congregation,
call (908) 889-4900, e-mail
sholom@sholomnj.org or visit
sholomnj.org.

Boy Scouts to Hold
Wreath-Garland Sale
WESTFIELD — St. Paul’s Epis-

copal Church Boy Scout Troop No.
77 will hold its annual Christmas
wreath and garland sale on Saturday,
December 2, and Sunday, December
3, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. each day. The
sale will take place in the parking lot
of the church, located at 414 East
Broad Street, Westfield.

Troop 77 will sell live, fresh fir
wreaths with red bows, and live, fresh
fir garland roping by the foot. Large
wreaths will be $35 and medium
wreaths will be $25. All proceeds go to
support troop activities, which help
towards achieving the Boy Scouts of
America’s objectives of building char-
acter, citizenship and personal fitness.

SANTA’S PALS...Families are invited to enjoy Breakfast with Santa on Saturday,
December 2, from 8:30 a.m. to noon, at the Trinity Episcopal Church in Cranford.
The event will feature a pancake breakfast plus activities for the whole family.
Kate, Christian, Luke and Will Robinson are pictured with Santa.

Trinity Church to Present
Breakfast With Santa

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 Forest
Avenue, Cranford, will offer Break-
fast with Santa on Saturday, De-
cember 2, from 8:30 a.m. to noon,
in Sherlock Hall.

Families are invited to join Santa
for a pancake breakfast and have
their children’s picture taken with
him. The event will feature fun for
the whole family, including a gift
basket raffle, 50/50 tickets, the
Cranford High School Madrigal
Singers, wreaths and greens sale,
face painting and a children’s book
sale.

“It is a great event for the whole
family. Everybody has a good time,”
said Bonnie Gentesse, Breakfast
with Santa event coordinator. “With
close to 100 beautiful gift baskets,
there will be something for every-
one to bid on. There will also be a
special jewelry sale that will ben-
efit Food For The Poor that cares
for poor in Latin America.”

Breakfast is $6 per person; chil-
dren under age 3 may attend for
free. Photos with Santa are $7. Ev-
eryone is welcome. For additional
information, call (908) 276-4047
or visit trinitycranford.org/.

Trinity Episcopal Church,
founded in 1872, is a faith-based

family church that welcomes all
people and strives to “know Christ
and to make him known through
faith, fellowship, and service.”

Sunday services, celebrated by
the Reverend Andy Kruger, Trinity’s
Priest-in-Charge, are at 8 a.m. and
10 a.m. In addition, from Monday
to Thursday, the Daily Offices of
Morning and Evening Prayer are
led by Father Kruger in the
Witherington Chapel at 8:30 a.m.
and 5 p.m., respectively. For more
information about Trinity, call (908)
276-4047 or visit
trinitycranford.org/.

Trinity also provides Trinity Epis-
copal Day School (TEDS), a state-
licensed facility serving children
from age 2½ through kindergarten.
More information about TEDS is
available by calling (908) 276-2881
or visiting tedscranford.org.

Pancake Breakfast
On Tap This Sunday
GARWOOD — The Garwood Li-

ons Club will host its annual Pan-
cake Breakfast this Sunday, Novem-
ber 26, from 8 a.m. to noon. As in
past years, it will be held at The
Westwood in Garwood, located at
438 North Avenue. Tickets can be
purchased at the door for $7; chil-
dren under age 6 may attend for free.

All-you-can-eat pancakes, sau-
sage and bacon will be served along
with juice, coffee and tea.

This year marks the Garwood Li-
ons Club’s 88th year of service to
the community. The main mission
of this international organization is
to help the blind. Additionally, the
Garwood Lions Club sponsors many
community events, including the
annual Halloween Parade and Se-
nior Citizens’ Picnic.

The Garwood Lions Club also
provides selected Garwood students
graduating either eighth grade or
high school with scholarships each
year as well. Interested persons are
invited to follow the club on
Facebook at “Garwood Lions Club”
for updates.

CATCHING THE WAYVE…Representatives of the Westfield Foundation and
Jewish Family Service of Central New Jersey celebrate the WAYVE program for
youth. Pictured, from left to right, are: Betsy Chance, executive director, Westfield
Foundation; Westfield Foundation Trustee Ray Kostyack; Westfield Foundation
Board President Janet Sarkos; Jill Dispenza, WAYVE project coordinator; Vicki
Simpson, WAYVE assistant project coordinator; Tom Beck, Jewish Family
Service of Central New Jersey executive director; Westfield Foundation Trustee
and Mayor-elect Shelley Brindle, and Westfield Foundation Trustee Mark Swingle.

WAYVE Offers Youth
Volunteer Opportunities

WESTFIELD — WAYVE
(Westfield Area Youth Volunteer Ex-
perience) is a new program that pro-
vides youth in Westfield and sur-
rounding communities with quality
volunteer opportunities. This pro-
gram is made possible through a
$42,000 grant from the Westfield
Foundation to Jewish Family Ser-
vice of Central New Jersey.

“At the Westfield Foundation, we
are constantly looking to fund new,
local initiatives that enrich the lives
of people in our community,” said
Janet Sarkos, Westfield Foundation
board president. “WAYVE is a pro-
gram that fits our mission and which
we are excited to be a part of.”

The mission of WAYVE is to match
agencies and individuals in need of
volunteers with enthusiastic teens and
young adults looking to enrich their
lives through volunteerism.

“WAYVE will introduce teens to
new skills, enhance life experiences
and provide useful knowledge as they
embark on college and a future ca-
reer,” said Tom Beck, executive di-
rector of Jewish Family Service of
Central New Jersey.

WAYVE was established to engage
Westfield teens and generate excite-
ment towards helping others through

volunteerism. The program has a vari-
ety of focus areas allowing teens to get
involved with something they are pas-
sionate about or explore a possible
career path. There are opportunities in
social service advocacy, tutoring, nu-
trition and food pantry, peer volunteer
leadership and a Teen Foundation
board. This new teen board will re-
view grants and allocate funds to local
agencies while grooming the next gen-
eration of philanthropists.

Since 1975, the mission of the
Westfield Foundation has been to
provide funding support in the arts,
health, aging, historic preservation,
social services and civic projects. In
pursuit of these goals, the Foundation
has granted more than $6,400,000 to
various organizations.

Jewish Family Service of Central
New Jersey is a non-sectarian health
and social service agency with a history
of over 100 years of providing a vast
array of personalized services to 7,000
individuals a year in Union County.

Any teen, young adult or local
agency seeking to get involved with
WAYVE is asked to contact Jill
Dispenza at
jdispenza@jfscentralnj.org or Vicki
Simpson at vsimpson@jfscentralnj.org
or to call (908) 666-7033.

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Kristin N. Badalamenti, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq.,

Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey, 07016
(908) 272-0200

www.dughihewit.com

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours ·  53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
kaplowlaw@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
·  Divorce ·  Domestic Violence

· Custody ·  Child Support

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

HAPPY THANKSGIVING...The Ward family of Westfield has donated more
than 7,000 pounds of turkeys this year to families in Elizabeth and Newark for
Thanksgiving. The tradition started 20 years ago with 20 turkeys, and over the
years has grown to several hundred turkeys. Both Ethan and Sophia Ward, who
attend Franklin Elementary School, were a big help in the distribution.

Westfield Holiday Festivities
To Kick Off This Weekend

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) will
sponsor its annual holiday events
beginning Thanksgiving weekend.

Photos with Santa and Mrs. Claus,
co-sponsored by Lord & Taylor, will
be available Friday through Sunday,
November 24 to 26, at Lord & Tay-
lor in Westfield. The store is located
at 609 North Avenue West.

Hours for the photos are 1 to 7
p.m. on Friday and Saturday and 1 to
4 p.m. on Sunday. Participants will
receive a free, five-by-seven-inch
photo for a donation of two cans of
non-perishable food for the Holy
Trinity Westfield Food Pantry. A
nominal shipping fee will apply.

Small Business Saturday is sched-
uled for this Saturday, November 25,
during which shoppers are encour-
aged to patronize Westfield stores
and restaurants. Free parking will be
available all day, courtesy of the Town
of Westfield.

Small Business Saturday will fea-
ture roaming entertainment; Santa and
Mrs. Claus between 10 a.m. and noon;
yuletide carolers from 1 to 2 p.m.; the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
Brass Quintet from 2:30 to 4 p.m.,
and The Harmonics from 3 to 5 p.m.

The Annual Tree Lighting with Santa
and Mrs. Claus will take place this

Sunday, November 26, at 5:30 p.m., at
the North Avenue Train Station.

The annual Menorah Lighting cer-
emonies will occur at the North Av-
enue Train Station, sponsored by the
Union County Torah Center, which
can be reached at (908) 789-5252.

Hanukkah begins the evening of
Tuesday, December 12, and ends the
evening of Wednesday, December 20.

Free parking will be available Sat-
urday, December 16, through Mon-
day, January 1, 2018, courtesy of the
Town of Westfield. For more details
and a complete schedule of holiday
events, visit westfieldtoday.com.

Crescent Concerts
Plans Yule Program

AREA — Crescent Concerts will
present the 46th annual Yuletide by
Candlelight on Saturday, December
16, at 5 p.m., at the Crescent Avenue
Presbyterian Church, located at 716
Watchung Avenue, Plainfield.

This free concert will feature the
Crescent Singers performing holiday
anthems and carols. Audience mem-
bers will be invited to join in many of
the carols during this Crescent Con-
certs tradition. All ages are welcome.
For more information, call (908) 756-
2468 or visit crescentconcerts.org.
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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

HOUSE 56-YD TD RUN, ALLIEGRO 16-YD SCREEN FOR TD; ORTIZ INTERCEPTION; KESSLER FUMBLE RECOVERY

MetLife it Is! Blue Devils Top Minutemen in Grid Semi, 13-6
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Penalty after penalty on the part of
both teams may have thrown both
teams out of rhythm but it did not
deter the top-seeded Westfield High
School football team from earning its
third straight trip to MetLife Stadium
after the conclusion of the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 5 semifinal
game at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on November 18. In a clash

of stubborn defenses, the Blue Devils
created two golden opportunities and
capitalized on both to emerge with a
13-6 victory over fifth-seeded Eliza-
beth to set up a third straight show-
down on Thursday, November 30, at
8 p.m. with Bridgewater-Raritan, 27-
6 winners over Piscataway.

“Elizabeth always plays us really
well but we set a goal to get back to
MetLife a third time in a row. I am
really happy we accomplished that,”

defensive back/co-captain Adam
McDaniel said.

The penalties in the first half were
seemingly out of hand as both teams
had a combined 15 amounting to 125
yards. One holding penalty just sec-
onds before halftime proved costly
for the Minutemen as it negated a
potential touchdown. The Blue Dev-
ils’ offensive was also doing a dance
of two steps forward and one back-
wards in the half. The second half was

a bit more sane with only four penal-
ties accepted.

However, as it had been doing all
season, the Blue Devils’ defense
proved to be key, limiting the Minute-
men to just 86 yards rushing and 59
yards in the air. The front four,
linebacking crew and defensive backs
harassed quarterback LeShane Tay-
lor and big running back Naseem
Daniels all afternoon, recording sev-
eral throws for losses and a sack, a
fumble recovery by linebacker Will

Kessler that was jarred loose by line-
backer/co-captain Jacob Dayon and
an interception by senior linebacker
Drew Ortiz.

Aside from their multiple tackles,
linebackers Shea Elliott (co-captain)
and Joe SanGiacomo tipped passes,
defensive linemen Jake Vall-Llobera,
Rory McGovern and Noah Levy lim-
ited runs to low or no gains. Defen-
sive backs, seniors McDaniel and
Stevie Barden, and junior Jordan
Simpson got into the act also, espe-

cially when Barden and McDaniel
combined to bat down a pass in the
left corner of the end zone with just
seconds remaining in the half.

“That was big! It was a great play,”
expressed McDaniel, who added,
“Like most games, our D-line stepped
up in the trenches as well. Our line-
backers stepped up in stopping the
run. Our secondary, we build off what
our defensive line and linebackers do
and we are able to lock down things in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Laura Ortiz for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HANDLING A MINUTEMAN...Blue Devil defensive back Stevie Barden, No. 1, gets a firm grip on Elizabeth’ Gabriel Nash,
No. 8, as defensive end Jake Vall-Llobera, No. 8, closes in during the North 2, Group 4 semifinal won by Westfield, 13-6.

Charles Mulrooney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NOT GOING ANYWHERE...Blue Devil Colin Freer, No. 84, grabs Minuteman running back Javon Wacter’s, No. 7, shirt
as linebacker Drew Ortiz, No. 50, is about to make sure he goes no further but down at Kehler Stadium in Westfield.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Thursday is Thanksgiving Day. And
the only thing I really give thanks for
on that day is that I get another chance
to attend a Westfield vs. Plainfield
football game. It’s been scheduled
every Turkey Day since before I was
born in 1945, and it’s been part of my
life since 1960. Back in those glori-
ous pre-playoffs days of old it was
when teams would end their season
against their biggest rival and in front
of the easily biggest crowd of the
year.

This year’s 113th meeting of the
ancient rivals will see the winningest
senior class in WHS football history

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Winningest Football Class
Can Make Some History

take the field at Gary Kehler Stadium
for the final time. This year’s 25 se-
niors – Fran Alliegro, Ethan Bandelli,
Steve Barden, Jordan Barham, Aiden
Boland, Ben Buontempo, Jason
Cassett, Chris Culhane, Jacob Dayon,
Sean Dwyer, Shea Elliott, Juandre
House, Jack McCauley, Adam
McDaniel, Rory McGovern, Isaac
Montez, Jacob Obsgarten, Chris
O’Connor, Drew Ortiz, Isaiah
Reese, Joe SanGiacomo, Casey
Scheper, Payton Schlewitt, Jake
Vall-Llobera, Russ Weber – have
won 34 games, topping the Class
of 2017, which had 31 victories.

They’ll be shooting for a school
record third-straight sectional title
next Thursday at MetLife Stadium
against Bridgewater-Raritan, and
maybe to break the school record
for longest winning streak in
school history. Currently they’re
at 35 in a row, going into the
Plainfield game. The record of 36
was set from 1969-73, as part of
the school-record 48-game un-
beaten streak, which started in
1968.

The 36 straight wins – like the
48-game unbeaten streak it was
three-quarters of – was one of
those “it will never be broken”
records, like the WHS boys swim
team’s 42 consecutive Union
County championships or 10 straight
state championships, or Jay Cook’s
40-game hitting streak.

The current winning streak started
in the snow and mud of Hub Stine
Field on Thanksgiving Day 2014,
when WHS bounced back from a play-
off loss at Linden to post a tougher-
than-expected 6-0 overtime victory.
Back-to-back 12-0 seasons in 2015
and 2016 brought WHS into this sea-
son riding a 25-game win streak.

While the scores may not have been
as convincing as the past two years,
the current 10-0 record is all a team
can be after 10 games.

The Blue Devils lead the series
with the Cardinals by a 60-45-7 mar-
gin. WHS has won the last five games
and 10 of the past 11 under Jim
DeSarno. The next win for the 12th-
year coach will be his 92nd at WHS,
tying Hall of Famer Spittin’ Joe Free-
man for No. 2 alltime, behind Gary
Kehler’s 171.

Incidentally, the WHS-PHS rivalry
was ranked No. 17 by nj.com in its
“New Jersey’s 35 Fiercest Football
Rivalries.”

There was a time, the 1940s, the
1960s and for much of the 1970s,
when it was a Top 5 rivalry in New
Jersey. Unbeaten seasons, conference
titles and sectional titles were often
up for grabs when the teams met be-
fore crowds that regularly were “re-
ported” at 10,000-plus.

But Westfield vs. Plainfield can
still be the epitome of a fierce rivalry.
In 2011 Plainfield (3-7) cost WHS (7-
3) an outright conference title with a
22-21 victory that was won on a 99½-
yard drive in the fourth quarter. In
2014 Plainfield (1-9) took Westfield
(7-4) into overtime before falling 6-0
in the snow.

WHO? IS NO. 1
Speaking of the “35 Fiercest Rival-

ries” post, the correct choice should
have been Phillipsburg vs. Easton
(Pa.). It may be the best rivalry in the
entire country. But the website went
with (surprise!) Bergen Catholic vs.
Don Bosco.

They did get most of the state’s
best/oldest/fiercest rivalries on their
list. But really, did BC, Bosco and St.
Joseph Montvale need to each have
two of the top 31 rivalries? BC has
only been in existence since 1955,
and St. Joe’s started in 1962. Couldn’t
Burlington City vs. Palmyra, the
state’s second longest rivalry, or Long

Blue Devil Girls Finish 6th;
Boys Get 9th at X-C MOC

The Westfield High School girls
cross-country team finished a banner
season by placing sixth at the Meet of
Champions (MOC) held at Holmdel
Park on November 18. The top six
teams were recognized at the awards
ceremony and for the Lady Blue Dev-
ils, who finished with a total of 223, it
was the first time the Westfield girls
earned team medals since 1995 when
they also placed sixth.

Senior Mia Melao also rose to the
occasion, crossing 39th with a per-
sonal record time of 19:39 (6 seconds
better), which also set a Westfield
High School record for the course.
Sarah Hacker finished 55th with a
time of 20:03, Grace Morgan finished
71st at 20:16 and Caroline Collins
finished 85th with a time of 20:28.
Lucy Gretsky finished 109th at 20:55,

Brianna Hatch finished 111th at 20:57
and Caroline Stockwell finished 133rd
with a PR 21:29.

This season, the Blue Devil girls
also won the Union County Champi-
onship and placed third in the North
2, Group 4 meet and Group 4 meet.
The Blue Devil boys also had a fine
season, winning the Union County
title and the sectional title, placing
third in the Group 4 meet and placing
ninth at the MOC with a 230 total.

Matt Meusel and Ethan Belka (with
a PR of eight seconds) finished 51-
52, with respective times of 16:44.
Spencer Weigand crossed 85th at
17:08 and Stuart Pollock crossed 87th
at 17:09. Jonathan Givelber finished
95th at 17:13, Zach Spergel finished
99th at 17:15 (8 second PR) and James
McCutcheon finished 104th at 17:20.

Branch-Red Bank, Asbury Park-Nep-
tune, Clifton-Passaic, Florence-Riv-
erside, maybe Blair vs. Peddie have
been named?

The P-burg-Easton game pits New
Jersey’s alltime winningest program
vs. Pennsylvania’s second-winningest
program before 15,000-to-20,000
fans every Thanksgiving at Lafayette
University. It has been nationally tele-
vised several times, including in 1988
on ESPN, and been written about in
Sports Illustrated. They played in the
Great American Rivalry Series sev-
eral times (2008, 2014).

Since PIAA playoff games are held
on both the Saturday before and after
Thanksgiving, Easton has been put in
a precarious situation several times.
But without hesitation and rather than

forfeiting either game, the Red Rov-
ers have faithfully played P-burg on
Thanksgiving. And no, they definitely
do not rest their starters for some silly
state playoff game 48 hours later. (No
problem this year, as Easton lost to
Parkland on Nov. 10.) Hoisting up the
“Fork of the Delaware” Trophy is just
more important out there.

Famously, the schools played a 7-7
tie game in 1993 and for more than a
decade that result stewed in the minds
of players from both sides of the river.
In April 2008 more than 60 of those
players decided to do something about
it and “replayed” the game at
Lafayette. NFL stars Eli (Phillipsburg)
and Peyton (Easton) Manning served
as honorary coaches. Phillipsburg won
27-12 before a crowd estimated at
15,000 people.

HAPPY/UNHAPPY ENDINGS
It made me proud last Saturday when

WHS coach Jim DeSarno had quarter-
back Hank Shapiro kneel three times
at the goal line in the closing seconds
of a 13-6 game. Adding a meaningless
touchdown against an Elizabeth team
that had absolutely played its hearts
out would have been shameful.

Speaking of shameful, the other
side of that coin was seen in the catho-
lic playoff game between Montvale
St. Joseph and Sparta Pope John. That
game was ended by officials with 14
seconds remaining after a midfield
riot/brawl following a late 20-yard
touchdown run by St. Joseph.

HAPPY ENDINGS II
Nice job by the cross-country teams

at last Saturday’s Meet of Champi-
ons. The boys finished ninth, while
the girls were sixth, equaling the 1995
team for the best finish in program
history.

ON THIS DATE
1944: Sophomore Bobby

Dougherty threw for a 38-yard touch-
down to Jack Salvato in the first pe-
riod and ran two yards for a fourth-
quarter TD to lead WHS’s football
team to a 12-0 win over Plainfield. It
was the first game in the ancient ri-
valry to be played on Thanksgiving
Day. The victory completed a 10-0
season for Joe Freeman’s club.

2002: The girls soccer team lost to
Brick Memorial, 3-1, in the state
Group 4 final. Pete Giordano’s club
finished 20-2-3.

2002: The girls volleyball team lost
to Hunterdon Central, 2-1, in the state
Group 4 final. Coach Bev Torok’s
club finished 23-3.

TRIVIA ANSWER
Faithful reader Bill Monninger from

Kamas, Utah, was the first correct
responder. Plainfield and WHS played
scoreless ties in 1985 and 1993, both
at Recreation Field (now Kehler Sta-
dium).

DEN TRIVIA
From 1929-43, WHS filled the

opening on its Thanksgiving Day
schedule with several different teams.
Five of the following six schools was
once a Turkey Day opponent for WHS.
Which one was not? Jersey City Ferris,
Haverstraw (N.Y.), Nyack (N.Y.),
Pearl River (N.Y.), Ridgewood,
Spring Valley (N.Y.). Answer will
appear next Thursday.

NIT-PICKING
Oak Knoll’s field hockey team re-

cently finished a “perfect” season with
a 25-0-1 record according to a website.

The Devil’s Den appear from time
to time in The Westfield Leader. Send
comments, corrections or suggestions
to bj1019@aol.com.
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SIXTH AT THE MOC...The Westfield High School girls cross-country team placed sixth at the Meet of Champions. Pictured
left to right, are: front row; Caroline Stockwell, Brianna Hatch and Caroline Collins; back row, Assistant Coach Joe Berardi,
Mia Melao, Sarah Hacker, Grace Morgan, Lucy Gretsky, Emma Jackler and Head Coach Jen Buccino.

Westfield PAL A Shuts Out
Chatham, 27-0, for Crown

PAL CHAMPS...Westfield PAL A Team pictured, left to right, are: front row; Justin Colby, Lucas Levy, Duke Edmondson,
Theo Shapiro, Luke Jacobs, Aiden Scheper, Ryan Rubel, David Link, Jack Ferris, Duncan Foster, Kyle Trower and Emre
Erparlak; middle row, Connor Ballingall, Jake Hobson, Zander Barraza, Sean Czarnecki, Mark Gialluisi, Jalen Wade, Nick
Mase, Tyler Sontz, Sean Koellhoffer, Elliott Digney, Nick Schoen and James Csorba; back row, Carlos Emmanuelli,
Jonathan Giglio, Frank Wietry, Trey Constantinou, Jack Price, Logan Howland, Steven Angeli, Ronan Fowler, Dylan
Murphy, Malachi Mercer, Tyrone Hamilton, Stephen Harvey; Coaches (not pictured): Peter Gialluisi, Scott Selert, Tom
Allenbaugh, Ryan Brand, John Czarnecki, Joe Schoen, Joe Vaszily, Michael Price.

The Westfield PAL Football A team
defeated Chatham, 27-0, in the North
Jersey Suburban Youth Football
League Super Bowl on November 19.
With this win, the A Team finished
undefeated at 11-0 in NJSYFL action.
The undefeated 2017 season was not
the only record at stake in Sunday’s
championship game, but rather a 43-
game winning streak that dates back
to September 14, 2014, when this
team, entering the NJSYFL as 5th
graders, began their perfect march
through the league. In the 47 year
history of the NJSYFL, no team has
ever completed four perfect seasons
to finish 44-0, until now.

Westfield earned its spot in the
Super Bowl by defeating Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 40-0, in the Ameri-
can Division championship game on
November 12. Chatham earned its
spot by defeating New Providence,
30-28, to win the National Division
championship. This was the third con-
secutive year the two teams have met
in the Super Bowl.

“Chatham is a very well coached
football team,” noted Head Coach
Peter Gialluisi. “While we have had
success against them in the past, we
knew that the game would be a good
and physical match up.”

The Blue Devils set the tone early
with their running game. Co-MVP
Jalen Wade rushed for touchdowns
on the first two plays from scrim-
mage, but unfortunately each play
was called back for a holding penalty.
“That is not the start we were looking
for,” added Gialluisi. “The early mis-
takes only emboldened Chatham’s
resolve.”

Chatham kept the game close with

some gritty defense and some un-
timely turnovers and the score re-
mained 6-0 well into the second quar-
ter. But Westfield’s defense was
equally up to the task and Chatham
had very little success moving the
football.

“With our offense playing a bit less
crisp than usual, we knew we needed
a big defensive performance,” said
defensive coach Scott Selert. “Our
boys on defense really stepped up”.

Selert noted the play of Co-MVP
David Link, who picked off two
Chatham passes, for anchoring a stel-
lar defensive performance. “Having
David share MVP honors for his de-
fensive performance highlights the
accomplishments this defense has
been making to the team performance
all year, added Selert.

“We have a lot of really good play-
ers on our team,” added Gialluisi.
“Going into the game, David may
have been a dark horse to win MVP
honors, but to me, that just exempli-
fies the depth of our team. Each week,
for the last four years, someone al-
ways steps up and contributes to the
team victory.”

In going 44-0 over the pas four
years, the Blue Devils put up some
amazing stats. On offense, the team
compiled 1,331 points or an average
of 30 points per game. On defense
they let up only 178 points or four
points per game and 26 of the 44
victories were shutouts.

“I have been involved with
Westfield Football my whole life,”
said assistant coach Ryan Brand. “And
I can certainly say that this is a special
group who will accomplish a lot more
at the next level.”

photo courtesy of Chris Collins

FIRST DEVIL IN...Matt Meusel fin-
ished 51st at the Meet of Champions.

photo courtesy of Chris Collins

SECOND DEVIL IN...Ethan Belka fin-
ished 52nd at the Meet of Champions.
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Jim DeSarno and the WHS football team will play at MetLife Stadium next Thursday
against Bridgewater-Raritan for the third straight year in the North 2 Group 5
championship game.
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

QUIGLEY, MIKE FERRARA NAMED 1ST TEAM ALL-UC

Raider Boys Experienced Rare
Soccer Season, Finished 11-11

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Murphy’s Law seemed to pay a
visit and decided to make itself at
home, at least, for the first seven games
of the season for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys soccer
team that had to reorganize itself to
salvage an 11-11 record.

“It was like Murphy’s Law. What
could go wrong went wrong! Soccer
could be a cruel game at times. Very,
very often the best team doesn’t al-
ways win more so than some other
sports because there’s a lot of intan-
gibles that can take place in a soccer
match,” said Raider Head Coach Tom
Breznitsky, whose career record
stands at 729-176-58 (.805 percent).

The Raiders just could not buy a
goal for the first seven games of the
season, except for a 1-0 victory over
Plainfield. The other six games were
also 1-0 scores but in favor of the
opponents.

“The season obviously started out
in a way that we certainly never ex-
pected because we scored 18 goals in
the six scrimmages we had and they
were quality opponents. Then we go
into our next seven games and we
score only one goal, not one at home
and lose every game 1-0. Fortunately
much to the kudos of the kids, they
rebounded. We got back over .500
mark,” Coach Breznitsky said.

Among those first six losses were
to rivals Westfield and Elizabeth and
a stunning setback to Linden. Win-
ning just did not seem to be in the
cards and the reasons for the losses
were numerous.

“Officiating is one, the way the ball
bounces is another, injuries and the
inability to put the ball in. It’s the most
difficult thing to do in the game. It
seemed to be in this particular year
more than in any collectively in the
last four or five years, that so many
intangibles go against us. We didn’t
have for any more than three games in
a row defensively the same four de-

fenders because of injuries,” Coach
Breznitsky pointed out.

The Raiders’ fearfully bad start
forced their hand to make drastic
changes.

“That’s what you got to do coach
wise. You got to see what appears to
be working, what doesn’t appear to be
working,” Coach Breznitsky said.

Those moves worked very well and
the Raiders reeled off six straight wins,
outscoring opponents 27-2 during that
reign of terror, yielding only a point to
AL Johnson in a 4-1 victory and an-
other to Cranford in a 2-1 victory.

Among the changes, Breznitsky
moved juniors Zidan Abdella, Mike
Ferrara and Alex Ferrara forward and
co-captain Brogan Quigley to hold-
ing midfielder. By year’s end, Abdella
would lead the team in scoring with
nine goals, while adding an assist.
Mike Ferrara, who was selected Sec-
ond Team All-State Central Jersey
and First Team All-Union County
(UC) — Soccer Coaches Association
of New Jersey (SCANJ), finished with
five goals and three assists. Quigley
(First Team All-State Central Jersey
and First Team All-UC) finished with
four goals and four assists. Alex
Ferrara (Second Team All-UC) fin-
ished with four goals.

“One of the moves that paid divi-
dends for us was Zidan, who was not
played in the first several games as a
center forward and along with the two
Ferraras, who we had in midfield and
then moved up top as the left and right
forwards, and Brogan Quigley as our
holding midfielder. That helped turn
things around for us,” Coach
Breznitsky said.

Come Union County Tournament
time, the Raiders received the sixth
seed and won their first two games but
were upset, 2-1, in overtime to third-
seeded Cranford in the quarterfinals.

“First time I lost to Cranford in 34
years! Sooner or later its got to hap-
pen. It had to be, at least, a dozen
years that we weren’t in either the

county finals or the county semifi-
nals,” Coach Breznitsky expressed.

The Raiders qualified for the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tourna-
ment as the 10th seed and defeated
Watchung Hills, 2-1, before dropping
a 2-0 decision to second-seeded
Bridgewater-Raritan in the
quarterfinal round.

By season’s end, other Raiders con-
tributed offensively. Junior Rock
Valian (Second Team All-UC) had
two goals and four assists. Although
playing defense, co-captain Jack
Brady (Second Team All-UC) scored
twice and added a pair of assists.
Junior Jon Koseoglu scored twice,
junior Steve Feinman-Riordan added
a goal and an assist, senior Anthony
Miguelino added a goal and senior
Ben Essenfeld contributed an assist.

Other underclassmen also contrib-
uted in the scoring with sophomore
Ryan Widman netting four goals and
two assists and sophomore Owen
Murphy scoring once and adding two
assists. Alvaro Fufara scored two goals
and had two assists.

“We brought up a couple of kids
from the JVs and ended up with 30
kids on our roster and 21 of them
return next year,” Coach Breznitsky
pointed out.

The Raiders’ two goalkeepers this
season. Senior co-captain Aaron Schack
finished with 56 saves and sophomore
Dan Coyle, who played later in the
season, finished with 10 saves.

The experience from this topsy-
turvy season surely built character.

“Sometimes you eat the bear and
sometimes the bear eats you. That’s
certainly a life’s lesson,” commented
Coach Breznitsky. “It was an honor and
a pleasure to have coached this team.
The kids were one of the best groups of
kids in the many years that I have
coached. They worked day-in and day-
out. They worked hard the entire season
and we got into the counties, we got into
the states. They never gave up. They
fought till the bitter end.”

McCAFFERY 1ST TEAM ALL-CONF., AHERN 2ND TEAM

Cougar Soccer Girls Played
With Quality, Finished 8-11-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Quality has been the style of play
that was mandatory for the Cranford
High School girls soccer team that
competed in the Union County Con-
ference Watchung Division, which
featured two top-10 teams and a top-
20 team. Despite the stiff competition
in their conference with the unde-
feated No. 4 ranked, 19-0-2 Westfield
Blue Devils, No. 8, 15-4-1 Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Raiders and the No.
19 Union Farmers, the Cougars, fea-
turing a mix of seven seniors, seven
juniors, five sophomores and three
freshmen, hung tough and finished
with an 8-11-1 record.

Six of the Cougars’ losses came at
the feet of their three conference oppo-

nents and another was a 1-0 squeaker
to No. 20 Morris Hills. In their second
outing with the Raiders and the Farm-
ers, the Cougars were nipped, 4-3, and
2-1, respectively. But the most excit-
ing game was a home game with
Westfield that went to overtime and
was nearly won by the Cougars but a
missed open shot gave the Blue Devils
new life and they responded with a
goal to win 1-0.

Although the Cougars recorded fine
regular-season wins over Summit (2-
1), Oak Knoll (1-0 — who took sec-
ond in the Union County [UC] Tour-
nament last year), Metuchen (4-2)
and Pingry (2-1), their most impres-
sive victory came in the first round of
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
Tournament against defending cham-
pions Hopewell Valley (2-1) before
dropping a 1-0 decision to third-
seeded West Morris.

“Our record definitely didn’t indi-
cate our quality of play. We had some
great moments of exciting and posi-
tive soccer throughout the season.
Our team continued to grow through-
out the campaign, and we had our
annual tough battles. We’ve shown
that we can play with the best in the
state, but our consistency just wasn’t
where it needed to be this season,”
Cougar Head Coach Andrew
Gagliardo said.

Co-captains Caroline McCaffery
and Meagan Montague led the seven
seniors and the fine mix of under-
classmen. Offensively Montague, a
midfielder, contributed a goal and
two assists and although she played at
center back with senior Maggie Ro-
man, McCaffery — both were four-
year starters — netted three goals.
McCaffery was selected First Team
All-Conference. Playing the wings
on defense were junior Grace
DiGiovanni and sophomore Clair

Ganley, who both contributed a goal
this season.

“Caroline has been a consistent
starter as a central defender in the
program for four years. She was a
player who never backed down from
a challenge, whether on the ground or
in the air, and always gave 110 per-
cent for our team. That just continued
this season for her final year,” Coach
Gagliardo said. “We will miss her
dearly, as she was a senior captain and

a great leader for the team.”
Others who fortified the defense

were senior Katelyn Normann (2
goals), juniors Jackie Smith and Jenna
Besnecker, and freshmen Abby Ahern
(Second Team All-Conference) and
Morgan Heim.

“Starting as a wing back and playing

close to every minute in every game as
a freshman is another level of work,”
Coach Gagliardo said of Ahern. “Abby
stepped in and has done a fantastic job
for us with her work rate, challenges,
and great attitude. As a freshman mak-
ing that team, in our county, with the
talent all around us in different schools,
is a huge honor.”

Senior Lindsay Wielgus (2 goals),
and Abby Ganley (1 goal), junior KC
Pringle (goal, 2 assists) and sopho-
mores Laurel Teel (goal) and Caroline
Ewing (assist) patrolled the midfield.
Senior veteran midfielder Anna
Kalafatis missed the entire season
due to injury.

The Cougars had a very talented
group of underclassmen attackers with
junior Kenzie Butler (5 goals), and
sophomores Maggie Murray (4 goals,
3 assists) and Brooke Swandrak (3
goals).

“Kenzie was another bright player
for us this season. She’s a speedy
striker who’s agile and can finish. She
had some good goals for us this sea-
son, including the game winner against
Hopewell that advanced us into the
quarterfinals of the state tournament.
We’re looking for her to have an even
better senior year,” Coach Gagliardo
said.

Murray’s season was cut short with
an injury midway through the season.

“Maggie was on her way to having
a really good season for us, as she’s
put in a handful of goals already in her
first few games. Unfortunately, her
season ended early in the last few
minutes of a great game against Scotch
Plains-Fanwood with a fractured fe-
mur,” Coach Gagliardo noted. “She’s
very talented, has good game IQ, and
makes good runs off the ball. She’s
already started rehab and will be back
and ready to go for her junior year

next fall.”
Junior goalkeeper Emily Lenox fin-

ished the season with 58 saves and
she was backed up by junior keeper
Kristina Kourbaoui.

Coach Gagliardo added, “We suf-
fered some unfortunate setbacks with
injuries to key players in key posi-

tions [Maggie Murray, a key striker;
Anna Kalafatis not getting fully
cleared from her ACL injury last
year], But I think to bounce back as
we did is definitely showing our
resiliency.”

Seven Lady Cougars will gradu-
ate but the remaining 15 are ex-
pected to return with added punch
with DiGiovanni, Butler, Smith,
Pringle, Besnecker, Lenox and
Kourbaoui as seniors, Murray,
Swandrak, Teel, Claire Ganley and
Sophia Montague as juniors
andAhern and Heim as sophomores.

“While we have some seniors
leaving us this year, we’ve been
lucky enough to have a lot of young
girls who have been excited to play,
eager to learn more, and have shown
they’re ready to step up next sea-
son,” Coach Gagliardo said. “Our
prospective seniors are also veter-
ans with plenty of experience. They
will also be back and ready to play
hard. I’m extremely excited and

ready to get to work with next season’s
group of talented girls, and I know
they’re excited to play and compete
again as well.”

WESTFIELD
WESTCongratulations

to the Top Ten Club for October 2017

Sharon Steele
Sales Associate

Cathy Splinter
Sales Associate

Julie Murphy 
Sales Associate

The Deborah Citarella Team
Sales Associate

#600NORTH  600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090 
908.233.0065 • ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Westfield  
West Office

©  2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the 
Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage. 98565NJ_11/17

Eulondia Reese-Turner 
Sales Associate

Janice Good-Piga
Sales Associate

Ileen Cuccaro
Sales Associate

Cynthia Alexander
Sales Associate

Beth Sullivan
Sales Associate

Joyce Taylor 
Sales Associate

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

David B. Corbin (September files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST TEAM ALL UNION COUNTY...Raider junior Mike Ferrara, No. 3, who was moved up to the forward position after
the first seven games, was selected First Team All-Union County by the Soccer Coaches Association of New Jersey.

David B. Corbin (September files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST TEAM ALL CONFERENCE...Cougar senior center back Caroline McCaffery, No. 12, was selected First Team All-
Union County Conference Watchung Division this season.

David B. Corbin (October files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FOUR YEAR STARTER...Cougar senior center back Maggie Roman, No. 5, was a
four-year starter and scored three goals this season.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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2017 Westfield Volleyball:
Blue Devils Were ‘Warriors’

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The 2017 season represented a re-
turn to championship volleyball for
the Westfield High School girls vol-
leyball team. The Blue Devils won
the Union County Tournament (UCT),
vanquishing perennial rival Union
Catholic in the championship match
after having lost against them in each
of the prior two county finales.
Westfield would go on to post a 23-4
record, advancing all the way to the
Group IV A sectional final before
losing a classic match to top-seeded
and undefeated eventual champ Ridge.

“Warriors,” said veteran Head
Coach Bev Torok when asked to de-
scribe her 2017 team. “This team
wanted to win all of the time. They
were going to do what it took to get
the job done. There were some per-
sonalities that would not let others
give up or give in. Also, Steph had
won the county as a freshman and
then lost the next two years. She let
her teammates know that we had to
win this year.”

Stephanie Borr led a talented group
of Blue Devil seniors. Borr led the

team in most offensive categories in-
cluding Kills (176), Aces (48) and
Service Points (142). Borr finished
her Blue Devil career with 660 Kills
and will continue playing volleyball
next season for Brandeis University.
For much of the year, Borr seemed to
be on a mission to reclaim the UCT
title that had eluded her since winning
it her freshman season. Borr made
sure to relay that sense of urgency to
her teammates.

“Steph truly developed into a great
leader this season,” said Torok. “She
rallied the team, kept them calm in
tough spots and communicated with
each of them on the court. She will be
sorely missed next year. She played
for four years and accumulated many
statistics but became our all-time kill
leader in the program.”

There were other key performers
among the senior class. Grace Serafin,
Sydney Swingle, Leah Andrews and
Yenteen Hu all contributed to the cause
in their own way. Serafin was the
team leader in Assists (382) and was
second to Borr in Service Points (136).
Swingle came up with 248 Digs to
pace the Blue Devils in that category.
Andrews had 23 Blocks, good for
second on the team.

“The seniors led this team,” said
Torok. “Steph was the catalyst but
Grace was there to set her up and used
a varied attack. Sydney was a strong
leader throughout the season and de-
veloped into a wonderful passer that
kept us in every match. Leah Andrews
was a middle that could run a slide
and take away the opponents hit with
a block. Yenteen Hu was very sup-
portive throughout the season. She
gave us a lot of practice as part of the
scout team and made her mark each
time she played.”

This team was not all about the
senior class though. The Blue Devils
had a dynamic group of underclass-
men that contributed mightily to the
cause. Jenna Miller racked up big
numbers (144 Digs, 124 Service
Points and 116 Kills) and by season’s
end was a force. Stephanie Margolies
added 137 Digs and 121 Kills. Uuzi
Ijoma led the team in Blocks (29) and
scored 117 Service Points. Lydia
Nisita, Sam Colucci, Anne Friel, Grace
Gruters, Nora Brindle and Maria
Biegler all got court time this season
and will return next year.

“Jenna Miller played a key role as
opposite this year,” said Torok. “She
played all the way around and was a
defensive help and back row hitter as
well as our offensive threat in the front
row. Stephanie Margolies and Uzi
Ijoma came into the summer workouts
ready to take the next step up on this
team. They immediately stepped into
their positions and never let them go.
Lydia Nisita was a go to player this
year and really helped us when we
needed a boost. Sam Colucci will be
one of our setters next year. Defen-
sively, Anne Friel will help us control

the hits from the opponents. Many
positions are up in the air next season.”

As a unit, this group had a special
chemistry right from the start but there
was a particular moment when Torok
knew she had something special in
place that would lead eventually to a
county title.

“I knew we had the ability when we
played Union Catholic the first time.
We were so focused and fought every
point together. We made key adjust-
ments within that match and made it
ours. When we played in a tourna-
ment at Bloomfield and the second
section of the tournament we were
reseeded with Union Catholic,
Hunterdon Central and Bogota. We
split with them all, so again it showed
us that we could win some big games.”

All good things must come to an
end though and for the Blue Devils
that end came against top seeded,
undefeated Ridge in a sectional final
match held in Basking Ridge.
Westfield made sure they made some
noise before submitting though. The
Blue Devils handed Ridge their first
defeat in a set after having run off a
streak of 40 straight wins. Ridge went
on to defeat Cherokee for the champi-
onship.

“It is always tough when you are in
a match and momentum swings or an
error makes a swing change in the
match,” said Torok. The loss was hard,
but was even harder when I saw Chero-
kee and knew we could have been in

finals and beat them.”
Torok has been at the helm of the

Westfield program since 1995 and
plans to continue in that role.

“I started teaching here in 1993 and
coached the JV in the spring of 1994.
I took over the varsity program in
1995. I am not done yet.”

WEBBER NETTED 8 GOALS, 9 ASSTS.; KELLY 9 GOALS

Lady Blue Devils Rolled With
Strong Finish in Field Hockey

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Synchronization among teammates
midway through the season trans-
formed a somewhat dismal beginning
into a very strong regular-season win-
ning streak for the Westfield High
School field hockey team that fin-
ished its season with an 8-10-3 record.

“After starting the season 2-6, we
were really happy to end the last two
weeks of our regular season by going
5-0,” Blue Devil Head Coach Caitlin
MacDonald pointed out.

During that 2-6 beginning, the Blue
Devils’ only wins were over Union (3-
1) and Governor Livingston (1-0) but in
the first four games of their late-season
winning streak, they outscored their
opponents 20-1, beginning with a 6-1
thrashing of Newark Academy. The
Blue Devils followed with their high-
est-scoring game of the season with a 7-
0 triumph over the Livingston Lancers.

In the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 Tournament, the Blue Devils
faced North Hunterdon and after a 2-
2 tie, advanced to the second round by
winning on penalty strokes when se-
nior midfielder Kaeley Hazard,
Maggie Kelly and Savannah Stewart
found the mark. Megan Webber and
Erin McDonald scored in regulation.
Their season ended in the next round
with a 4-1 setback to second-seeded
Hunterdon Central.

The Blue Devils totaled 44 goals
and Kelly, a junior left wing, led the
team with nine. Kelly scored two of
her goals in the 7-0 triumph over

Livingston and the very versatile jun-
ior midfielder Hannah Jepsen, who
finished with five goals and six as-
sists, netted two goals and a pair of
assists in that game.

“Hannah Jepsen played on all of
our lines this year, defense, mid and
offense. She was a major utility player
for us this season who used her knowl-
edge of the game to make an impact at
every position she played,” Coach
MacDonald said.

Webber, a senior forward, terrorized
opposing defenses with her blazing
speed down the right side and accurate
shooting. Webber finished the season
with eight goals and nine assists.

“Megan Webber, was definitely our
most valuable offensive player using
her speed to be the catalyst of our
offense as the right wing,” Coach
MacDonald expressed.

Senior forward Brigid Raftery cer-
tainly got into the scoring act with six
goals and an assist. Junior Olivia
Pierce also worked the forward posi-
tion to apply pressure on the oppos-
ing teams’ defenders. Sophomore
midfielder Maggie Maguire ripped in
five goals and added a pair of assists.
McDonald, a junior forward, finished
with two goals and an assist and jun-
ior midfielder Nicole Murray con-
tributed two goals. Chloe Beaulieu
had a goal and five assists. Stewart, a
junior midfielder who initiated the
majority of the penalty corners, fin-
ished with three assists. Although a
defender, junior Lily Maz contrib-
uted an assist.

A solid defense always keeps a
team in contention. The Blue Devils
finished with 11 defensive stick saves
and junior defender Alex Sumas ended
the season with a team-leading nine
defensive stick saves. Other defend-
ers included seniors Kayla Tupper,
Victoria Rubinetti, Evie Miller, Sarah
Ward, Kaitlyn Depp and Lizzie Evans.

“Our defense was led by junior Lily
Maz who played both center back and
defensive center mid. She controlled
the ball so well for us and was able to
put a stop to most offensive pursuits.
She also was our fly on corners and
one of strikers on offensive corners,”
Coach MacDonald pointed out.

The Blue Devils worked with two
junior goalkeepers, Colleen O’Connor
and Julia Rickert.

“Our goalies, Colleen O’Connor
and Julia Rickert largely split time
this season. Julia ended the season
making 71 saves and allowing 24
goals. Colleen stopped 132 shots and
allowed 34 goals. We are looking to
both goalies to come back next year,
their senior years, and make a big
impact,” Coach MacDonald said.

The Blue Devils are graduating a
number of fine players but still return
a large number of experienced under-
classmen.

“We are losing nine seniors this
season and are looking for a big im-
pact from our sophomores and fresh-
men on varsity next season. We are
looking forward to seeing how much
they improve in the off-season,”
Coach MacDonald concluded.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on December 20,
2017 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 185 Westfield Road, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 46 Lot
11, as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map,
owned by Austin and Davonne Berry.

The applicant requests 6 foot Cedar
Fence which is in violation of:

Section 184-163 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Side Yard
Setback; Permitted: 3 feet; Present: 0 feet;
Proposed: 0 feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Austin and Davonne Berry

185 Westfield Road
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

1 T - 11/23/17, The Times Fee: $33.15

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

REQUEST FOR QUOTES

The Township of Scotch Plains is look-
ing to solicit the services of a PLUMBER
and ELECTRICIAN.  If you are interested
in submitting a quote please fill out the
quote sheet available on the Township of
Scotch Plains website scotchplainsnj.gov
or by requesting a quote sheet from the
Township Clerk via email at
blacina@scotchplainsnj.com.

The successful low quote will be re-
quired to submit the appropriate paper
work within one week after being notified in
writing that you are the apparent low quote:

1. Business Registration Certificate
2. Certificate of Insurance naming the

Township Insured and have the following
A. General Liability, including products/

Completed Operations Limit $1,000,000.00
CSL Authority be named as additional
insured

B. Auto Liability: Limit $1,000,000.00
CSL

C. Workers’ Compensation Insurance-
Statutory Limits

3. Completed Risk Transfer Agreement
with an embossed copy of your seal

All Quotes are to be e-mailed to
blacina@scotchplainsnj.com by De-
cember 12, 2017 at 10:00am. It is incum-
bent on the contractor to insure that the
Township has received the quote.

Any questions are to be e-mailed to
blacina@scotchplainsnj.com by De-
cember 8, 2017 at 1:00pm.

The Township is not responsible to in-
sure that we have received the quote.

Please call 908-322-6700 Ext 211 to
confirm.

Alexander Mirabella
Township Manager

Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk

1 T - 11/23/17, The Times Fee: $38.76

WHS Ice Hockey Team Goes
To Boston for Annual Trip

Alex Lowe (October files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PRETTY IN PINK...The Westfield Blue Devil girls volleyball team poses for a photo after defeating Watchung Hills in the
Ninth Annual “Pink Out” for Cancer Classic at Westfield High School on October 13.

The Westfield High School boys
varsity ice hockey team made its
annual preseason pilgrimage to
Boston this past weekend. The trip
promoted bonding among team-
mates and coaches, while testing
the cohesiveness and competitive-
ness of the newly formed team.

While in Boston, Westfield held
two scrimmages against perennial
Massachusetts  powerhouse
Scituate High Sschool at Boston
University’s and Harvard’s storied
barns. The scrimmages produced
exciting hockey and a promising
outlook for Westfield’s upcoming
season.

While the score during a scrim-
mage is less important, the unoffi-
cial score had Westfield topping
Scituate, 4-3, in game 2 on the
Harvard sheet behind Ollie’s daz-
zling goal with less than two min-
utes remaining. Not to be over-
shadowed, Westfield’s net-minders
were stingy and the defense deliv-
ered some explosive plays, while
containing the opponent.

The season opener is November

29 at 8:45 p.m. against Governor
Livingston at the newly renovated
Warinanco Ice Center. Come out to
support the BLUE DEVILS! To
follow the team visi t
www.westfieldicehockey.net

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
December 7, 2017 at 7:30 pm., Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor
Council Chambers to hear the application
of Donna L. Sicola, 2292 Old Farm Road,
Block 6802, Lot 2, R-2 Zone who proposes
to install a 6 foot fence along the front area
of the aforementioned property, contrary
to the following Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-2.3(o)-Fences: Maximum
Allowed: Four (4) feet in the front yard.
Proposed: Six (6) feet in the front yard.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 11/23/17, The Times Fee: $26.01

Probitas Verus Honos

FSPY ‘Black’ Team Edges
Somerset Hills, 209.5-163.5

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y”
(FSPY) Girls “Black” team defeated
Somerset Hills “A” Team, 209.5-
163.5 on November 11 in Basking
Ridge. The meet was tight right up
until the final relays.

In the Individual Medleys, Gina
Yip and Shae Trenery took 2nd and
3rd in the 9/10 age group, while
Katherine Li touched 2nd for the 11/
12s. Abby DiGiorgio and Chloe
Howell were 2nd and 3rd for the 13/
14s and Anna Dunchus took 2nd for
the 15-18 year olds.

In Freestyle, Vivian Yu took first

in the 8U 50-free and Sophie Isleta
took 3rd. Laura Kim and Elle Cadigan
came in 2nd and 3rd in the 9/10 100-
free. FSPY swept the 11/12 100
(Billie Sherratt, Naomi Maurer, Ellie
Moose), and the 15-18 200-free
(Marlise Moesch, Rachel Maizes,
DeeDee Maizes). In the 13/14 con-
test, Fiona Strout and Bree Dy
touched 1-2.

In the breaststroke, victories were
earned by Fiona Rovito (8U),
Victoria Gee (11/12), DiGiorgio (13/
14) and R. Maizes (15-18). Others
placing in the top-three were 8U Isleta
(2nd), 9-10s G.Yip (2nd ) and Phoebe
Kaplan (3rd), Ellie Moose (2nd –11/
12) and Bree Dy (3rd –13/14).

In backstroke, the winners were
Janice Yip (8U), Trenery (9/10),
Sherratt (11/12) and Erika Frazier (15-
18). Yu (8U) took 2nd. Alex Moore
came in 3rd for the 11/12s, while Strout
touched 3rd for the 13/14s.

Yip (age 7) took top honors in the
25-butterfly, finishing in 17.24.
Rovito was 3rd. Kim won for the 9/
10s in the 50-free, while Li and Moore
were 2nd and 3rd, both under 32
seconds. FSPY swept the 13/14s with
Amanda Pina, Isabella Betman and
Nicole Ben-David. Monika
Burzynski and Macie Schaper closed
out the individual races with 2nd and
3rd place finishes.

FSPY won all five medley relays:
8Us (Yip/Rovito/Yu/Isleta), 9/10s
(Trenery/Yip/Kim/Cadigan), 11/12s
(Sherratt/Gee/Li/Maurer), 13/
14s(Dy/DiGiorgio/Pina/Howell) and
15-18s (Frazier/R.Maizes/Burzynski/
Moesch).

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will hold a public
hearing on December 7, 2017 at 7:30 pm,
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the appli-
cation of Jennifer Fluharty, of Manalapan,
New Jersey, for property located at 1740
Front Street, Block 1101, Lot 17, R-3A
Zone for the continued use and certifica-
tion of the pre-existing, non-conforming
use as a two-family dwelling under Section
23-3.8 R-3A Zone of the Township Land
Use Ordinance which only permits single-
family dwellings.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 11/23/17, The Times Fee: $27.03

David B. Corbin (October files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY DANGEROUS WITH THE STICK...Blue Devil senior co-captain Megan Webber, left - No. 13, fired in eight goals
and added nine assists this season.

NOT BANNED IN BOSTON...The Westfield Ice Hockey team made its annual trip to Boston.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Black” swim team topped Somerset Hills

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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SCOOTING IN FOR THE TD...Blue Devil Tim Alliegro, No. 30, scoots into the end zone to complete a 16-yard screen pass
from quarterback Hank Shapiro in the second quarter. The Blue Devils will face Bridgewater-Raritan for the Group 5 title.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 13th of Novem-
ber 2017.

ORDINANCE 2017-23

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
AND SUPPLEMENTING SEC-
TION 10 (DEPARTMENT OF
CIVIL DEFENSE AND DISAS-
TER CONTROL) IN CHAPTER
II (ADMINISTRATION) OF THE
REVISED GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS.

ORDINANCE 2017-24

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
AND SUPPLEMENT CHAP-
TER 19, SECTION 3.8A (AP-
PLICATION FOR DEVELOP-
MENT) TO ADD NEW SEC-
TION FOR “INFORMAL RE-
VIEW.”

ORDINANCE 2017-25

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
AND SUPPLEMENTING
CHAPTER 23 (ZONING), SEC-
TION 1.8 (DEFINITIONS) TO
ADD DEFINITION FOR “CON-
CEPT SKETCH.”

ORDINANCE 2017-26

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
AND SUPPLEMENTING
SCHEDULE XXIII (LANE RES-
ERVATION), CHAPTER VII
(TRAFFIC), TO DESIGNATE
HETFIELD AVENUE NORTH-
BOUND LEFT LANE RE-
SERVED FOR LEFT TURN
ONLY.

ORDINANCE 2017-27

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
AND SUPPLEMENTING
SCHEDULE XXII (RIGHT
TURN ONLY), CHAPTER VII
(TRAFFIC) TO INCLUDE
DRIVEWAY FROM GREEN
FORREST PARK ON
WESTFIELD ROAD AS RIGHT
TURN ONLY.

ORDINANCE 2017-28

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SCHEDULE IV (TIME LIMITED
PARKING) IN CHAPTER VII
(TRAFFIC) OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS TO RESTRICT PARK-
ING ON EAST 2ND STREET.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 11/23/17, The Times Fee: $58.14

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-017575-17
FILE NO. 23966-17

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
AARON ROBINSON, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; ALBERT L. ROBINSON;
MRS. ALBERT L. ROBINSON;
MRS. JOHN L ROBINSON,
WIFE OF JOHN L ROBINSON;
NEW UPLIFTERS;
FERGUSON ENTERPRISES
INC; MICHAEL DISPOTO;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which FWDSL & ASSOCIATES L.P. is the
plaintiff and AARON ROBINSON, HIS
HEIRS, ET ALS; are defendants, pending
in the Superior Court of New Jersey, Chan-
cery Division, UNION County and bearing
Docket No. F-017575-17 within thirty-five
(35) days after November 23, 2017 exclu-
sive of such date. If you fail to answer or
appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6,
Judgment by Default may be rendered
against you for relief demanded in the
Complaint. You shall file your Answer and
Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 14-0499, sold
on 10/9/2014, dated 10/15/2014, and was
recorded on 10/23/2014 in Book 13834 at
Page 491, made by DAVID MARSHALL,
Collector of Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and
State of New Jersey to FWDSL & ASSOCI-
ATES L.P. and subsequently assigned to
plaintiff, FWDSL & ASSOCIATES L.P..
This covers real estate located in
PLAINFIELD, County of UNION, and State
of New Jersey, known as LOT 17 BLOCK
547 as shown on the Tax Assessment Map
and Tax Map duplicate of PLAINFIELD
and concerns premises commonly known

as 1016-18 WEST 5TH STREET,
PLAINFIELD, New Jersey.

YOU, AARON ROBINSON, HIS HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST AND ALBERT L.
ROBINSON, are made party defendant to
the above foreclosure action because you
are the owner of a property which is the
subject of the above entitled action.

YOU, MRS. ALBERT L. ROBINSON,
WIFE OF ALBERT L. ROBINSON AND
MRS. JOHN L ROBINSON, WIFE OF
JOHN L ROBINSON, are made party de-
fendant to the above foreclosure action
because plaintiff has been unable to deter-
mine whether defendants ALBERT L.
ROBINSON AND JOHN L ROBINSON are
married, and if married, the name of
ALBERT L. ROBINSON and JOHN L
ROBINSON’s spouses. If ALBERT L.
ROBINSON and JOHN L ROBINSON are
married, the plaintiff joins MRS. ALBERT
L. ROBINSON, WIFE OF ALBERT L.
ROBINSON and MRS. JOHN L
ROBINSON, WIFE OF JOHN L ROBINSON
as defendants for any possessory or mari-
tal rights you may have.

YOU, NEW UPLIFTERS, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on March 14, 2002, a judgment
was entered in the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Passaic County, by New Uplifters
against Johnny Robinson disclosing a debt
in the amount of $6,000.00, plus costs.
Said judgment was entered as Judgment
No. J-066127-2002. Said judgment is sub-
ordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU, FERGUSON ENTERPRISES INC,
are made party defendant to the above
foreclosure action because on July 1, 2016,
a judgment was entered in the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Ocean County, by
Ferguson Enterprises Inc against John
Robinson, Personal Guarantor and
Bayshore Plumbing & Heating LLC D/B/A
Bayshore Plumbing and Htg LLC disclos-
ing a debt in the amount of $17,051.39,
plus costs. Said judgment was entered as
Judgment No. J-111315-2016. Said judg-
ment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU, MICHAEL DISPOTO, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on January 8, 2002, a
judgment was entered in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Cape May County, by
Michael Dispoto and State of New Jersey
against Waugh Enterprises Inc and John
Robinson disclosing a debt in the amount
of $897.20 with interest. Said judgment
was entered as Judgment No. DJ-007874-
2002. Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.

DATED:  November 17, 2017
Michelle M. Smith, Clerk

Superior Court of New Jersey
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 11/23/17, The Leader Fee: $118.32

PUBLIC NOTICE

MetLife it Is! Blue Devils Top Minutemen, 13-6
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

2014 ‘Slop Bowl’ – The Beginning of a Streak

David B. Corbin (November 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE BEGINNING OF A STREAK...The 2014 Thanksgiving Day game between the Westfield Blue Devils and the Plainfield
Cardinals, known as the “Slop Bowl” was a classic. The Blue Devils scored in overtime to earn a 6-0 victory.

D. Blair Corbin’s

Walk Down Memory Lane

Raiders
Blue Devils

Cougars

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will hold a public
hearing on December 7, 2017 at 7:30 pm,
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the appli-
cation for a Temporary Operating Permit
for Azhar Abbas, 211 Willow Avenue, Block
704, Lot 2, R-3A Zone who proposes to
operate and park one (1) five passenger
town car limousine (with limousine plates)
overnight in the garage at this property
contrary to the following section of the
Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-4.3 (b) – Temporary Oper-
ating Permits

…temporary operating uses not cus-
tomary or incidental to single-family dwell-
ings within single-family residential zone
districts in the township.

Permission for a period of one (1) year,
if granted, is pursuant to Section 23-4.3
allowing for temporary permission to oper-
ate a limousine business.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.  The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 11/23/17, The Times Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing
December 7, 2017, at 7:30 pm., Munici-
pal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor
Council Chambers to hear the application
of Rutland & Jocelyn Paal, 5 Greenbrier
Lane, Block 14602, Lot 9, R-1 Zone, who
proposes to construct a shed at the rear of
the aforementioned property (which is ad-
jacent to a neighbor’s front yard), contrary
to the following Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-2.3 (h) Regulations Appli-
cable to All Zones, Single Family Dwell-
ing: Required: No secondary building shall
be placed in any other location that vio-
lates the front yard of any adjacent prop-
erty, either developed or undeveloped as
it relates/applies to subsections 23-3.4A
and 23-3.4B, and with the provisions of
subsection 23-3.4D. This subsection shall
apply to all lots and all configurations, but
not limited to cul-de-sacs, corner lots,
through streets, and any other configura-
tion that may apply. Proposed: 8 feet x 12
feet shed.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 11/23/17, The Times Fee: $35.70

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing
December 7, 2017, at 7:30 pm., Munici-
pal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor
Council Chambers to hear the application
of Brian C. Santos, 250 Westfield Road,
Block 2803, Lot 19, R-3A Zone, who pro-
poses to construct a shed in an area of his
yard that is adjacent to the front yard of an
adjoining property on Mountain Avenue,
contrary to the following Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-2.3 (h) Regulations Appli-
cable to All Zones, Single Family Dwell-
ing: Required: No secondary building shall
be placed in any other location that vio-
lates the front yard of any adjacent prop-
erty, either developed or undeveloped as
it relates/applies to subsections 23-3.4A
and 23-3.4B, and with the provisions of
subsection 23-3.4D. This subsection shall
apply to all lots and all configurations, but
not limited to cul-de-sacs, corner lots,
through streets, and any other configura-
tion that may apply. Proposed: 8 feet x 11
feet shed.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 11/23/17, The Times Fee: $35.70

the secondary.”
“It doesn’t really matter who makes

the tackles for us. Yes! It’s nice to
have a lot of tackles but at the same
time, we have a very balanced de-
fense. We don’t have any weak play-
ers and that shows on the scoreboard,”
Elliott added.

“We struggled today. They had a
really good defensive scheme and
were very, very aggressive. We didn’t
respond well to it up front but our
defense shined again as usual,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Jim DeSarno said.

The Minutemen’s defense was stub-
born also but not as much. The Blue
Devils finished with 168 yards rush-
ing and quarterback Hank Shapiro
completed 10 of 18 passes for 93
yards, including a screen pass to Tim
Alliegro which was good enough for
a 16-yard touchdown. Jake Vall-
Llobera added a two-yard shuffle pass.
Senior running back Juandre House
carried 13 times for 111 yards and did
indeed take one to the house with a
56-yard touchdown sprint early in the
fourth quarter that gave Westfield a
13-6 lead.

Shapiro’s 16-yard touchdown
screen pass to Alliegro, followed by
Aidan Bolan’s point after came with
1:42 left in the first half.

“That was a screen play. We just let
the defense come in and he just caught
the ball and walked right in,” House
said.

The Minutemen made the game

interesting when Taylor connected
on a 24-yard touchdown pass on their
first series of the third quarter. A bad
snap on the point after attempt ac-
companied by extreme pressure by
Vall-Llobera, Dayon and company
kept the score at 7-6.

Early in the fourth quarter,
Westfield got possession on its own
37 and on the third play, the offensive
line opened up the hole and House
galloped 56 yards for the touchdown
with 10:06 on the clock. A 15-yard
penalty forced a long point after at-
tempt that was missed.

“Playing offensive line is not a glory
position but I love being in the
trenches. I love being physical. That’s
just my nature. A football team is a
bond itself and the offensive line is a
different type of bond. I love being
with my offensive line, with my
brother [Declan]. I love playing with

my best friends every day,” offensive
lineman/co-captain Jack McCauley
expressed.

“I believe it was our tight end [Colin
Freer] and the linebackers came in off
the fake because they felt I would
keep the ball. I just saw green and I
kicked it in and kept it going. Our
receiver [Griffin Rooney] held his
block, so it worked out fine,” House
described.

“We struggled early. We were iffy
on our blocking assignments. We just
came through and we were able to
open up some holes late and get the
win, which is the most important
thing,” McCauley said.

Every time the 148-lb House car-
ried the ball he was confronted by
huge defensive linemen who may
outweigh him by 100 or more pounds.

“It really doesn’t phase me. I have

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 17-23

GARWOOD MALL OVERLAY ZONE
ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE TO ENACT §
106-98.5 (GARWOOD MALL
OVERLAY ZONE) IN ARTICLE
VIII (ZONE REGULATIONS) IN
CHAPTER 106 (LAND USE)
OF THE CODE OF THE BOR-
OUGH OF GARWOOD TO
PROVIDE DISTRICT REGU-
LATIONS FOR AN OVERLAY
ZONE AND TO ADDRESS
COMPLIANCE WITH THE
BOROUGH’S AFFORDABLE
HOUSING OBLIGATIONS

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
17-23, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2017.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 11/23/17, The Leader Fee: $26.01

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

TAKE NOTICE that the Town Council of
the Town of Westfield will meet in Confer-
ence Session on December 11, 2017 in
the Administrative Conference Room in
the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at 7:00 p.m.,
at which meeting the public may attend
and make comments, and address Coun-
cil to discuss and consider matters of pub-
lic business, upon which no formal action
will then be taken but which may subse-
quently be acted upon in a regular Council
Meeting to be held upon adjournment of
the Conference Session on December 11,
2017 in the Council Chambers of the Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at 8:00 p.m. at
which meeting the public may attend and
make comments, and address Council to
discuss and consider matters of public
business.

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Town
Council Conference Session and Regular
Meeting originally scheduled for Decem-
ber 5, 2017 are canceled and both are
rescheduled for December 11, 2017 as
stated above.

Westfield Town Clerk
1 T - 11/23/17, The Leader Fee: $26.01
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From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times

Thanksgiving, 2014: Sloppy con-
ditions on a very muddy field covered
with wet snow, multitudes of sloppy
penalties and unavoidable sloppy
plays set the stage for an “All-Mad-
den” style of Thanksgiving Day foot-
ball game between the Westfield High
School Blue Devils and the Plainfield
Cardinals at Hub Stein Field in
Plainfield on November 27, 2014.

After all the slipping and sliding,
the Blue Devils managed to score on
their first series in overtime then halt
the Cardinals on theirs to emerge with
very muddy uniforms and a 6-0 vic-
tory to give Westfield a 58-47-7 se-
ries lead after the 110th meeting.

November 25, 2010: Thanksgiv-
ing Day was special for the seniors on
the Blue Devils football team in the
annual “Turkey Day” classic against
Plainfield at Hub Stine Field. The 7-
3 Blue Devils literally grounded the
4-6 Cardinals with their swarming
defense, while trampling the Cardi-
nals’ defense with a ground game that
chewed up 224 yards and blanketing
them with an aerial attack that totaled
204 yards in a 35-6 triumph.

Senior tail back A.J. Murray, who
galloped for 148 yards to break the
1,000-yard plateau for the season –
had touchdown (TD) runs of 29 yards
and 14 yards, and added another TD
on a short screen pass that he turned
into a 60-yard scoring play. Quarter-
back Danny Kerr hit junior James
McCrea near the right pylon for a 16-

yard TD. Senior Garrett Pryor bashed
through the line for a seven-yard TD.

November 13, 2015: Friday the
13th was no problem for the top-
seeded Cranford football team but it
definitely became a horror show for
eighth-seeded Voorhees in the first
round of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 playoffs held at Memorial

Field in Cranford. Senior quarterback
Jack Schetelich delivered two huge
touchdown (TD) strikes and ran for
another, while Ryan Bakie added a
pair of TD runs all in the first quarter
to lead the 10-0 Cougars to a 56-7
thrashing of the 5-4 Vikings

November 14, 2015: Senior run-
ning back Jack Curry was being
watched very closely by teammates,
fans and opponents throughout the
Blue Devil football team’s North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 5 first round
match-up with the Columbia Cougars
at Gary Kehler Stadium. And what
they all witnessed was Glen Kehler’s
WHS all-time career rushing record
being shattered by Curry, who gal-
loped 186 yards and recorded five
touchdowns in the Blue Devils’ 49-14
victory.

November 13, 2014: Senior
Jassiem Wahtuse sent a clear message
very early in the game then a 1-2-3
punch that resulted in a goal by sopho-
more Ryan Peterson awarded the
Raider boys soccer team the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 champion-
ship after shutting out Elizabeth, 2-0,
in Scotch Plains. Wahtuse scored less
than four minutes into the game. In the
second half, Justin Rodriques slid a
ball into co-captain Jake Longo, who
slid the ball back to Rodriques on the
left. Rodrigues then spotted Ryan
Peterson in the center and slid the ball
to him. Peterson banged the ball into
the net with 16:01 on the clock

November 15, 2013: Big plays and
hard hits were delivered by both teams,
but in the end, it came down to an
interception return for a touchdown
(TD), two key fumble recoveries to
set up TDs and a kickoff return to
midfield that gave the top-seeded
Ridge Red Devils the edge to hold off
eighth-seeded Westfield, 35-28, in the

David B. Corbin (November 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IT’S FINALLY OVER...Jackson Sincox walks off the field after the 6-0 overtime,
“Slop Bowl” victory over the Cardinals on Thanksgiving Day 2014.

David B. Corbin (November 2015) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHATTERING A RECORD...Blue Devil senior Jack Curry, No. 27, broke Glen
Kehler’s WHS all-time career rushing record when he galloped 186 yards and
scored five touchdowns in Westfield’s 49-14 win over Columbia (November 14,
2015).

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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D. Blair Corbin’s Walk Down Memory Lane
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MetLife it Is! Blue Devils Top Minutemen, 13-6
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that sealed
submissions will be received by the Town-
ship Clerk, or designated representative
for the Township of Cranford, County of
Union, State of New Jersey on Tuesday,
December 5, 2017 at 10:00 am prevailing
time, at which time they will be opened and
read in Room 108, Municipal Building,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016 for the follow-
ing:

INTERSECTION IMPROVE-
MENTS AT NORTH UNION
AVENUE & ALDEN STREET

Submission packages may be obtained
at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 709-
7210, during regular business hours, 8:30
A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays, or by downloading the
documents on the Township’s website:
https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids.  Registra-
tion on the Township’s website is required.

The Township Committee reserves the
right to reject any or all submissions due to
any defects or waive informalities and ac-
cept any submissions that in their judg-
ment will be in the best interest of the
Township. The Township Committee shall
award the contract or reject all submis-
sions no later than 60 day from receipt of
same.

Respondents are required to comply with
the requirements of P.L. 1975, C. 127 and
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and N.J.A.C. 17:27.

By authorization of the Township Com-
mittee, of the Township of Cranford, Union
County, New Jersey.

Heather Capone, RMC
Deputy Township Clerk

1 T - 11/23/17, The Leader Fee: $36.21

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinances as follows were passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
November 21, 2017.

Tara Rowley,
Town Clerk

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2210

CAPITAL ORDINANCE OF
THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
IN THE COUNTY OF UNION,
NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING
THE UNDERTAKING OF
VARIOUS SANITARY AND
STORM SEWER IMPROVE-
MENTS IN, BY AND FOR THE
TOWN, APPROPRIATING
THEREFOR THE SUM OF
$75,000 AND PROVIDING
THAT SUCH SUM SO APPRO-
PRIATED SHALL BE RAISED
FROM CAPITAL SURPLUS
OF THE TOWN

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2088

“AN ORDINANCE AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13”

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2089

“AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 24”

1 T - 11/23/17, The Leader Fee: $31.62

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 13th of Novem-
ber 2017, and that said Ordinance will be
considered for final adoption at a meeting
of the said Township Council to be held in
the Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue,
on the 12th day of December 2017 at 7:00
p.m., at which time and place a public
hearing will be held prior to final passage
of said Ordinance and all interested per-
sons will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning the same. Copies of
said Ordinance can be obtained from the
Township Clerk’s Office at any time prior to
final adoption at no cost to any member of
the general public who requests same.

ORDINANCE 2017-29

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
AND SUPPLEMENT CHAP-
TER II (ADMINISTRATION) TO
CREATE THE POSITION OF
MUNICIPAL HOUSING LIAI-
SON FOR THE PURPOSE OF
ADMINISTERING THE TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS’
AFFORDABLE HOUSING
PROGRAM PURSUANT TO
THE FAIR HOUSING ACT.

ORDINANCE 2017-30

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
AND SUPPLEMENTING
CHAPTER FIVE (ANIMALS)
OF THE REVISED GENERAL
ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS.

ORDINANCE 2017-31

ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING
SALARIES AND WAGES FOR
MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 11/23/17, The Times Fee: $42.84

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on December 20,
2017 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 239 South Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, also known as Block
118 Lot 11, as shown on the Fanwood Tax
Map, owned by Maurice Avalishvili.

The applicant requests building a shed
which is in violation of:

Section 184-115(E9) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Impervious Coverage; Permitted: 35%;
Present: 41.08%; Proposed: 43.88%.

Section 184-134(B2) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested: Max
Shed Size; Permitted: 100 square feet;
Present: 0; Proposed: 140 square feet.

Section 184-115(E1) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested: Lot
Size; Permitted: 7500 square feet; Present:
5000 square feet; Proposed: 5000 square
feet.

Section 184-115(E2) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested: Lot
Width; Permitted: 75 feet; Present: 50 feet;
Proposed: 50 feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Maurice Avalishvili

239 South Martine Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

1 T - 11/23/17, The Times Fee: $43.86

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served that an application for develop-
ment, Application No. ZBA-17-031 to be
located in Neighborhood Commercial
District on the premises known as 496
Centennial Avenue, Cranford, New Jer-
sey 07016, Block No. 594, Lot No. 8, has
been submitted by Applicant: Emanuel
Nimrud of 12 Hickory Street, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016.

Applicant is applying for preliminary and
final site plan approval for a mixed use
structure consisting of two (2) bedroom
apartments, two (2) one bedroom apart-
ments and one store. Eleven parking
spaces are provided. Variances are re-
quested for use, front yard, side yard,
parking distance from residential zone and
for loading zone. Existing non-conforming
conditions include minimum lot area and
minimum lot width.

Applicant also requests any other vari-
ances, waivers or relief that the Board may
require.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on Monday, De-
cember 11, 2017 at 8:15 p.m., in Room
107 of the Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building,  8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016. Any per-
son or persons affected by this application
will have an opportunity to present any
objections to the proposed development.
The Board does, however, have the right
to exclude repetitious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:30
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Zoning/Plan-
ning Department, Cranford Township
Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Av-
enue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

Gary S. Goodman, Esq.
23 North Avenue East

Cranford, New Jersey 07016
Attorney for: Emanuel Nimrud

1 T - 11/23/17, The Leader Fee: $43.86

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-009716-17
FILE NO. 23647-17

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
ELMINA G. SAUNDERS F/K/
A ELMINA G. BROWN, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; DAVY E. MORALES;
MRS. DAVY E. MORALES,
WIFE OF DAVY E. MORALES;
LESLIE VINAS;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Amended Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which US BANK C/F TOWER
DBW IV 20141 is the plaintiff and ELMINA
G. SAUNDERS F/K/A ELMINA G. BROWN,
HER HEIRS, ET ALS; are defendants,
pending in the Superior Court of New Jer-
sey, Chancery Division, UNION County
and bearing Docket No. F-009716-17 within
thirty-five (35) days after November 23,
2017 exclusive of such date. If you fail to
answer or appear in accordance with Rule
4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be ren-
dered against you for relief demanded in
the Amended Complaint. You shall file
your Answer and Proof of Service in dupli-
cate with the Clerk of the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex -
CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in
accordance with the Rules of Civil Practice
and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 14-0097, sold
on 10/19/2014, dated 10/15/2014, and was
recorded on 12/12/2014 in Book 13856 at
Page 222, made by DAVID MARSHALL,
Collector of Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and
State of New Jersey to US BANK C/F
TOWER DBW IV 20141 and subsequently
assigned to plaintiff, US BANK C/F TOWER
DBW IV 20141. This covers real estate
located in PLAINFIELD, County of UNION,
and State of New Jersey, known as LOT 12
BLOCK 125 as shown on the Tax Assess-
ment Map and Tax Map duplicate of
PLAINFIELD and concerns premises com-
monly known as 964-66 WEST 3RD
STREET, PLAINFIELD, New Jersey.

YOU, ELMINA G. SAUNDERS F/K/A
ELMINA G. BROWN, HER HEIRS, DEVI-
SEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE
AND INTEREST and DAVY E. MORALES,
are made party defendant to the above
foreclosure action because you are the
owner of a property which is the subject of
the above entitled action.

YOU, MRS. DAVY E. MORALES, WIFE
OF DAVY E. MORALES, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because plaintiff has been unable to deter-
mine whether defendant DAVY E. MO-
RALES is married, and if married, the
name of DAVY E. MORALES’s spouse. If
DAVY E. MORALES is married, the plain-
tiff joins MRS. DAVY E. MORALES, WIFE
OF DAVY E. MORALES as a defendant for
any possessory or marital rights you may
have.

YOU, LESLIE VINAS, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on November 16, 2011, a judg-
ment was entered in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Ocean County, by Leslie Vinas
against David Menendez a/k/a David Mo-
rales Menendez disclosing a debt in the
amount of $1,400.00, plus costs. Said judg-
ment was entered as Judgment No. J-
316490-2011. Said judgment is subordi-
nate to the Plaintiff’s lien.

DATED:  November 17, 2017
Michelle M. Smith, Clerk

Superior Court of New Jersey
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 11/23/17, The Leader Fee: $94.35

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

COUNTY OF UNION NEW JERSEY

TAKE NOTICE, there will be a public
hearing for input on the Community Devel-
opment Block Grant Year 44 applications
on Monday, November 27, 2017 at 7:30
PM in Room 108 of the Cranford Municipal
Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
New Jersey.

Heather Capone, RMC
Deputy Municipal Clerk

1 T - 11/23/17, The Leader Fee: $11.73

been playing football basically my
whole life and I never been the big-
gest guy on the field, so I just have to
use my speed and try to get around
players and hit the hole hard,” House
answered.

Minutes later Ortiz intercepted Tay-
lor and barreled forward 15 yards
before he was brought down.

“Coach Dayon, we work on pass
stops all the time. He keys in the
middle and knows exactly where to
go. He read it well, got under it. He
had one at Ridge and he wasn’t able to
run it back, so I know he’s been wait-
ing for this,” Elliott said.

“He’s such a good player,” Coach
DeSarno expressed. “In the run game,
he’s phenomenal. He is a total foot-
ball player. We put him in on short
yardage plays. I’m even not afraid to
give him the ball. He reads his keys.
He’s smart.”

The Blue Devils did on occasion
use their “Aces in the Hole” by mov-
ing Vall-Llobera, Elliott, Dayon and
Ortiz into the offense for added sup-
port.

“Aces in the hole is fun. We want to
be the guys when the game matters,
we want to put it on our shoulders,”
Dayon said.

The game was not over yet. Eliza-
beth tried again but Freer’s sack of
Taylor followed by an incomplete
pass gave the ball back to Westfield at
the Minuteman 23. After two short
running plays, Shapiro completed a
19-yard pass to Emmett Smith at the
two. Shapiro took a knee three times
to run out the clock.

“It really hasn’t sunk in yet. It’s just
an amazing feeling to make it to
MetLife for a third time in a row. I
love these guys. I know they will fight
for me. I fight for them. I am really
impressed with the way the team has
come together this year with the losses
we had from our senior class last
year,” McCauley said.

“I am holding back tears. It’s your
lifelong friends you are playing with.
Senior class, we set a goal the whole
time to get to MetLife since PAL. We
were going to bring this team back.
It’s a special moment,” Dayon ex-
pressed.

“It was my sophomore year when
we won the first time. The next year
preseason, no one had us returning.
Everyone counted us out. We ended
up going playing Bridgewater, beat-
ing Bridgewater. This year same thing,
even more so. Here we are! Going

back to MetLife playing Bridgewater.
I know we are going to work all week
in practice. I know we will be ready,”
Elliott added.

“It’s a great feeling just going there.
We are playing Bridgewater again, so
that’s going to be a great game,” House
said.

“Every single year since the first
one we went undefeated, we had that
thing about the winning mentality to
go undefeated again, go back to
MetLife. I think coach really puts that
in our heads. It’s not the pressure that
he puts on us, it’s more of the pressure
we put on ourselves because we know
we are good enough to get there,”
McDaniel expressed.

“We start six sophomores. You are
supposed to lose a game for each
sophomore. That didn’t happen.
These kids keep battling. The seniors
are a special group. They got this
refuse-to-lose thing going and I am
just jumping on board with them,”
Coach DeSarno said.
Elizabeth   0   0   6   0 6
Westfield   0   7   0   6 13

first round of the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 5 tournament in Bask-
ing Ridge.

Blue Devil quarterback Chris
Hogge completed 17 of 25 passes for
189 yards, including four TDs.
Flanker Dylan Elliott hauled in nine
passes for 114 yards, including TD
receptions of 33 yards and four yards.
Running back Eugene Rawles had
two receptions for 42 yards, includ-
ing a screen pass that he turned into a
37-yard TD. Tight end Dave Kane
had a TD reception of nine yards to go
with a 10-yard reception.

November 15, 2012: Blue Devil
gymnasts Abby Cook and Jenna
Rizkalla were the two All-Around
state championship qualifiers at the
Sectional Championship.

November 16, 2012: A variety of
successful offensive plays coupled with
remarkable defense allowed the sec-
ond-seeded Cranford Cougar football
team to glide to a 37-12 victory over
seventh-seed South Plainfield in the
first round of the NJSIAA North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 playoffs in Cranford.
The 7-2 Cougars harvested 416 total

yards on the ground and 33 yards in the
air, while their defense limited the 4-5
Tigers to one rushing touchdown and
one touchdown via the air.

Cougar senior quarterback Reggie
Green galloped for 251 yards on 27
carries including (TD) touchdowns
runs of 16 and one yard, respectively,
and threw for a third. Senior running
back Jimmy Dwyer broke away for a
two-yard (TD) touchdown, junior quar-
terback/defensive back John
Oblachinski ran for a 12-yard touch-
down, senior running back Bobby
Bruns snagged a 14-yard touchdown

and junior kicker Troy Kettler kicked
a 27-yard field goal to cap the scoring.

November 10, 2011: One hundred
minutes of soccer and the outcome of
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
girls championship came down to
penalty kicks [PK] at Shimme Wexler
Field in Scotch Plains. Ana Doyle
launched a left-to-right shot into the
net, and the representative for the
host team missed to the right to give
the West Morris Central High School
girls a 7-6 victory over No. 16 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood in the fourth round
of the sudden death phase. Raider
senior Erin Pierce scored first and
Sarah Vanbuskirk later tied the score
in regulation.

November 13, 2010: Junior Jack
Leahy and senior co-captain Andrew
Kirna turned in personal-best times
to lead the No. 2-ranked Westfield
High School (WHS) boys cross-coun-
try team to its second straight Group
4 championship at Holmdel Park. The
Blue Devils totaled 99 points, while
West Windsor-Plainsboro South
placed second with 120 points and
Ridge finished third at 144 points.

Leahy crossed the line fifth in his
race with a time of 16:02 (fourth all-
time WHS), and Andrew Kirna fin-
ished 13th with a time of 16:13 (fifth
all-time WHS). But junior David
Carville was the big surprise when he
filled in for Evan Tarlow, who was ill,
and finished 47th with a time of 17:01
to become the fifth Blue Devil to
cross the finish line.

November 12, 2010: Defensive
stubbornness was in the driver’s seat
throughout most of the consolation
game between the Cranford Cougars
football team and Red Bank Regional

at Memorial Field in Cranford.
The 6-4 Cougars had several long

drives but made good on two of them
to earn a 14-3 victory. The Cougars
chewed up 195 yards on the ground,
and quarterback Joey Papandrea ac-
counted for 104 of them, which in-
cluded touchdown runs of one yard
and seven yards. Papandrea also
added a 23-yard completion to senior
running back Sean Trotter.

November 28, 2009: Friendly
competition with a purpose resulted
in a 6-0 senior girls victory over the
juniors in the annual Raiders Powder
Puff Football Game sponsored by
DECA. Ally Prestridge followed a
horde of great blockers around the
right end to score a six-yard touch-
down. Kim Wenson had a pair of
interceptions.

November 10, 2009: It took 25
games, but somebody finally got the
best of the Cranford boys soccer team,
as Millburn edged the newly crowned
Union County champs, 1-0 in the
NJSIAA state sectional semifinal at
Memorial Field in Cranford. The
Cougars wrapped up the season with

a number of milestones to their credit,
including their first-ever Union
County Tournament championship,
their third consecutive conference
championship and a school-record
22 victories, which shattered the
former mark of 16.

The Cougars gave up just eight
goals the entire season, thanks to stel-
lar defense led by goalie Scott Boyer,
sweeper Pat Kaskiw, stopper Eric
Walano and wingbacks Ryan Lopes
and Rob Ghiretti. Senior forward
Patrick Hartnett finished with a Union
County best 27 goals, including game
winners in the county semifinals and
final and a 1-0, state quarterfinal vic-
tory over Somerville on November 5.

November 12, 2009: Seven years
ago was the last time the Westfield
High School girls soccer team won a
sectional tournament championship
when, back in 2002, senior forward
Susan Williams, senior halfback Staci
Spass and sophomore halfback Gio
Palatucci ripped the net in a shootout,
and senior goalkeeper Megan
Connors made a sensational stop on
the final attempt to earn the Blue
Devils a victory over Randolph.

The wait was long, but junior Hannah
Kronick took advantage of teammate
Sam Costello’s point-blank shot that
deflected off charging goalie Emily
Wheatley and buried it into the net to
give the 20-0-2 Blue Devil girls a 2-1
overtime victory and the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 title over 20-4 Ridge
at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEADING DOWNFIELD...Blue Devil running back Juandre House, No. 23, with split end Emmett Smith, No. 80, head
downfield in the semifinal game against Elizabeth. House rushed for 111 yards, including a breakaway 56-yard touchdown.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HOLDING ONTO THE SHIRT...An Elizabeth Minuteman defensive back clings
to split end Emmett Smith’s, No. 80, shirt during the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 5 semifinal game at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on November 18.

David B. Corbin (2011 Season files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLING FOR CONTROL…Raider Erin Pierce, No. 7, and Cranford Cougar
Danielle Jakubik, No. 4, battle for control of the ball at Memorial Field in
Cranford (2011).

David B. Corbin (Cranford/Rumson game – 2009) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY DANGEROUS SCORING THREAT…Cougar senior forward Pat Hartnett, left, netted a Union County leading 27
goals this season. Hartnett scored the winning goal in the Union County semifinal game and in the championship game. He
also nailed the game winner in the sectional quarterfinal win over Somerville (November 2009).
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SP-FHS Inducts 89 Students
Into National Honor Society

HONORABLE STUDENTS...On October 24 the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Chapter of the National Honor Society inducted 89 new members. Students with
a cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA) of 3.75 and above, and students who are in grades 11 and 12 are eligible to apply for membership.

Wardlaw Students Gain
Insight at STEM Workshop

HARD AT WORK...Anushka Dalal of Scotch Plains works on assembling the
wheels of her solar car at Wardlaw-Hartridge School’s STEM Workshop.

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD –
On October 24 the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Chapter of the
National Honor Society inducted 89
new members. The criteria for mem-
bership is rigorous. Students with a
cumulative Grade Point Average
(GPA) of 3.75 and above, and stu-
dents who are in grades 11 and 12 are
eligible to apply for membership.

Students must also be able to dem-
onstrate excellence in the areas of
leadership, service and character.
The National Honor Society is the
nation’s premier organization es-
tablished to recognize outstanding
high school students.  The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School stu-
dents will be working around the
community this year conducting a
variety of individual service
projects, as well as a group service
project schedule for later in the aca-
demic year.

The students inducted are: Grace
Ahlin, Nicole Alvarez, Katyana
Avila, Persis Baah, Aubrey
Bagdonas, Christopher Bagdonas,
Amanda Ball, Sara Barshap, Lauren
Barth, Tierra Buissereth, Drew
Burfeindt, Michelle Cagnassola,
Jack Cannon, Rachella Carlino,
Gianni Caro Esposito, Castro
Giancarlo, Samuel Colao, Nirmit
Damania, Lilliana Dec, Stefanie

DeVizio, Ashley Diamond, Gabrielle
Dickstein, Michael Dieu, Nicholas
Dionisio, Jessica Edelman, Hope
Edwards, Alexandra Fischmann,
Michael Fleck, Matthew Fleck,
Grace Fontana, Cristabella Fortna,
Mary Fossaceca, Colette Franciscus,
Theodore Giandana, Brandon
Glickstein, Emily Gonyou, Avery
Greenberg, Sara Greene, Caroline
Gutierrez, Vanessa Handy, Shane
Hernandez, Jaclyn Horre, Mohamed
Ramy Hosny, Payton Howell, John
Huby, Raina Jablon, Kayla Joseph,
Jennifer Kirian, Gabriella
Kowalczyk, Andrew Kriney, Julianna
Lamagna, Jeffrey Lapidus, Julia
Lomonte, Amy Magrino, Jared
Mann, Alexa Melnitsky, Rae Mikula,
Sara Miller, Massimo Modica,
Nicole Muenzen, Dhvanil Nanshah,
Victoria O’Connor, John Petris, Anna
Piekutowski, Carter Pomponio,
Molly Pritchett, Nathaniel
Redmount, Rachel Rojek, Molly
Ryan, Jessica Sadel, Cheryl
Schneider, Shalini Shah, Megan
Small, Audrey Smith, Emily
Smulewitz, LeeDar Sneor,
Jacqueline Stovall, Paul Szanto,
Mikaela Tajo, Rachel Tang, Lauren
Trentacoste, Isabella Verga, Ryan
Vincent, Justin Walsh, Caroline War-
ren, Isaac Wong, Samuel Wustefeld,
Lucy Zhang and Julia Zucosky.

CHS Class of ‘54 Rearick
Honored by Univ. of Maine

Wine Tasting Planned by
Edu. Foundation of Garwood

CAPED CRUSADERS...School One PTA hosted a “Wear the Cape” assembly on
October 6 for all staff and students. Everyone was encouraged to wear a superhero
t-shirt to show their support. The “Wear the Cape” assembly focused on character
building and addressed all grade levels from pre-K to grade four. Everyone left
with a positive attitude and with the message of helping others and “wearing the
cape”. Cayden Benoit and Fiona Ashe are pictured proudly “Wearing the Cape”.

CRANFORD – Daniel Rearick,
Cranford High School, Class of
1954, was inducted into the Univer-
sity of Maine Sports Hall of Fame
on September 8. In 1958 he set the
UMaine mile run in 4 minutes, 13.9
in his final race for the “Black
Bears”. Mr. Rearick was a member
of three UMaine cross-country
teams which won New England and
Yankee Conference titles 1955-
1957. He served as captain of the
indoor and outdoor track teams in
his senior year.

After graduation, with degrees in
Civil Engineering and Mechanical
Engineering, Mr. Rearick served in
the military for eight years and com-
peted for the Air Force team and
added steeplechase and marathons
to his list of accomplishments. Fol-
lowing that he went on to earn a
Master’s Degree in the Physiology
of Exercise at Springfield Univer-
sity in 1973. A life-long runner, he
continued to compete into the early
years of the 2010 decade. He ran in

25 marathons, including the hun-
dredth Boston Marathon in 1996.

At Cranford High School, Mr.
Rearick ran indoor and outdoor
track and cross-country with out-
standing performances for the cham-
pionship teams coached by J. Seth
Weekly.

Danny and wife Nancy reside in
New Brunswick, Canada. They are
parents of Peter Rearick and Celinda
Rearick-Crandall and have three
grandchildren.

EDISON – Last week, 20 Middle
School students at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison, with the
help of The Stone House Group, set
out to understand the promise and
limitations of sustainable energy and
solar power in an exciting after school
STEM workshop.

The week began with students learn-
ing the importance of harnessing solar
power as a heating and cooking source
and the challenges facing people with-
out access to cooking fuel. In a hands-
on experiment, students built solar
ovens and measured the temperature
throughout the day, learning to adjust
their ovens based on environmental
and engineering factors. The experi-
ment ended with a solar cooked treat
of s'mores.

In the middle of the week, the stu-
dents enjoyed a field trip to the roof of
the W-H main building. They learned

the technology behind the solar panels
and each group was asked to measure
the proper angles of the solar panels to
maximize their efficiency during the
fall and spring months. Students were
asked to use the information they gath-
ered alongside the school's energy
consumption to figure out the school's
environmental and financial savings.

“It was an interesting topic and I
learned things I didn’t know before,
like that photons of light push the
electrons away from the atoms to gen-
erate electricity in the panel and that
we don’t use all the energy it gener-
ates,” Kori Brown of Plainfield said.
“I am interested in signing up for the
next STEM program in the spring.”

At the end of the week, students
worked in teams to build their own
solar powered cars using solar panels
and their own ingenuity. The teams
raced the cars using only solar power.

GARWOOD – The Education
Foundation of Garwood (EFG) an-
nounces its second annual Night at
Rosie’s Wine Tasting, which will take
place on Wednesday, December 6
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Rosie’s Wine
Bar, 514 North Avenue, Garwood.
Tickets are $30 each and can be pur-
chased in advance or at the door that
night. Ticket price includes four-pours
and appetizers.

For advanced tickets, visit the
Garwood Library or Lincoln School
or contact EFG President Sara
Todisco at (908) 377-7890 or
saramtodisco@gmail.com. Proceeds
will go to scholarships for eighth grade
and high school students as well as
grants for educators. To date, the EFG
has given out over $50,000 in the last
13 years. Last year's wine tasting
raised over $1,500.

Junior Achievement Heroes
Program Comes to McGinn
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

– Over 40 high school students from
the Future Business Leaders of
America (FBLA) program at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School vis-
ited McGinn students in grades one
to four to teach about financial lit-
eracy, public responsibility and our
community. They came through the
Junior Achievement Heroes Pro-
gram, which focuses on three pil-
lars of success: financial literacy,
workforce readiness and entrepre-
neurship. Students serve as role
models to young learners and

present five interactive lessons that
are grade level specific. All of the
content the high school students
taught the elementary students ad-
dresses New Jersey Learning Stan-
dards for Social Studies and Lan-
guage Arts.

For more information on these
standards see www.state.nj.us/edu-
cation/cccs/2014/ss. For informa-
tion about the Junior Achievement
Heroes Program, visit
juniorachievement.com/programs/
high-schoool/ja-high-school-he-
roes.

Terrill Middle Embarks
On Kindness Initiative

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD –
This year, Terrill Middle School
(TMS) has embarked on a year-long,
school-wide Kindness Initiative.
Throughout the school year, Terrill
students and staff will engage in ac-
tivities that support kindness, car-
ing, empathy, and compassion for
others.

The year began with three student
leadership groups planning, imple-
menting, and facilitating a project
around the picture book, Each Kind-
ness. Under the leadership of their
peers, students, students in grades
five to eight discussed the meaning
of using every opportunity to be pro-
active about reaching out to offer a
word of encouragement, a helping
hand, or a smile. Also, as part of this
project, all participants, through
small group sessions, developed sce-
narios and related suggestions re-
garding how to handle challenging
social situations.

This event ignited the mantra of
paying it forward. For this phase of
the Kindness Campaign, all students
were given a locker tag with an act of
kindness printed on it. Students had
the option to perform the act of kind-
ness on the tag or one of their choos-
ing. From there, recipients of kind
acts were encouraged to report the
acts done for them.

As one of many related extensions
of the Each Kindness kick-off activ-
ity, a lesson was designed for the
seventh grade TMS students to ex-
amine the scientifically proven ben-
efits of being kind. After a rationale
of the lesson was shared, students
watched a short video to learn about
the biological response to kindness—
specifically, the release of certain
neurotransmitters “the natural ‘feel
good’ brain chemicals” that affect
our mood, and lower our levels of
stress.

Students were provided several re-
search-based articles that identified
the personal, biological, social, and
emotional effects of receiving, wit-
nessing, or participating in a kind
act. Students discussed an article,
“Getting the right D.O.S.E. (dopam-
ine, oxytocin, serotonin, and endor-
phins) to naturally boost our level of

happiness,” which explains the chem-
istry of the brain’s reward system
and its connections to kindness. In
another article, students examined
the kindness-reward chain, also
known as the “psychological feed-
back loop”, which is responsible for
making people more altruistic; and,
an altruistic lifestyle attributes to
happiness. Being kind is linked to
prosocial behaviors and helps re-
duce social anxiety. Students identi-
fied the medial prefrontal cortex of
the brain as an area that deals with
empathy, which is proven to be a
learned skill.

Using these facts and many more,
students collaborated with their
group members to design a “scien-
tific based kindness” poster to be
displayed in the school to share their
findings with their peers.
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KEEPING WITH TRADITION...Volunteers from the Men’s Club of Congrega-
tion Beth Israel in Scotch Plains built the synagogue’s Sukkah (booth) on October
1 in preparation for the Jewish holiday of Sukkot. In keeping with tradition, the
volunteers erected the Sukkah on the synagogue’s outdoor patio to replicate the
temporary huts that their ancestors dwelled in while wandering in the desert.
Throughout the week-long celebration of Sukkot, which began October 4 at
sundown, congregants and religious-school students were able to eat in the
synagogue’s Sukkah.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004437

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-045029-14

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC D/
B/A CHAMPION MORTGAGE COMPANY

VS.
Defendant: JOHN BARICH, HIS HEIRS, DE-

VISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS/HER, THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUC-
CESSORS IN RIGHT, TITTLE AND INTEREST
(1-10), JASON R. BARICH, BARBARA
MAKOWSKI, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AND
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 12/06/2017
Writ of Execution: 03/27/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Thirty Thousand Eight Hundred Sixty-One and
56/100*** $330,861.56.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains.

In the County of Union and the State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 564 Hunter
Avenue.

Block 405, Lot 2.
Dimensions of Lot (approximately): 75 feet x

113 feet.
Nearest Cross Street: Weaver Street
For interested parties regarding Sheriff’s Sale,

please contact Auction.com at (800) 793-6107 or
at www.auction.com.

Subject to: Taxes current as of 9/27/17. Sale is
subject to subsequent taxes, utilities, liens and
interest since 9/27/17.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Forty-One
Thousand Six Hundred Twenty-Eight and 05/
100*** $341,628.05 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
MCCABE, WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 201
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(856) 858-7080
4 T - 11/09, 11/16, 11/23
& 11/30/17 Fee: $187.68

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004471

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004004-16

Plaintiff: INVESTORS BANK
VS.
Defendant: KIRSTEN C. FRODEN
Sale Date: 12/06/2017
Writ of Execution: 07/31/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Forty-Eight Thousand Nine Hundred Sixteen and
45/100*** $248,916.45.

The property to be sold is located in the BORO
OF GARWOOD, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 454 2ND AVENUE,
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY
07207.

It is known and designated as Block 107, Lot
19.

The dimensions are approximately 28 feet X
150 feet.

Nearest cross street: Maple Street.
Prior lien(s): 3rd Quarter taxes open/due in the

amount of $1,615.98.
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Fifty-Five Thou-

sand Two Hundred Ninety-Eight and 62/100***
$255,298.62 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL & FRANKENBERG, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 11/09, 11/16, 11/23
& 11/30/17 Fee: $183.60

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004356

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-35565-09

Plaintiff: MTGLQ INVESTORS
VS.
Defendant: JOSEPH TUFARO; CATHERINE

M TUFARO, HIS WIFE; CATHERINE
MORTARULO AND MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC
REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. AS NOMI-
NEE FOR CITIBANK, N.A.

Sale Date: 11/29/2017
Writ of Execution: 06/27/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Eight Hundred
Twelve Thousand Three Hundred Thirty-Eight
and 97/100*** $812,338.97.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS, County of Union
and State of New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 228 WATCHUNG
TERRACE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY
07076.

It is known and designated as Block 3907, Lot
17.

The dimensions are approximately 75 feet X
100 feet.

Nearest cross street: Mountain Avenue.
Prior lien(s): 3rd Quarter taxes open/due in the

amount of $3,154.29.
Sewer account past due in the amount of

$132.27.
Sewer account open/due in the amount of

$129.69.
Sewer lien redemption in the amount of $823.29

(includes interest to 9/26/2017).
Total Upset:  ***Eight Hundred Thirty-Four

Thousand Eight Hundred Ten and 68/100***
$834,810.68 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL & FRANKENBERG, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 11/02, 11/09, 11/16
& 11/23/17 Fee: $208.08

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004304

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-016448-16

Plaintiff: DITECH FINANCIAL LLC
VS.
Defendant: FANNY JARAMILLO; MR.

JARAMILLO, SPOUSE OF FANNY JARAMILLO;
BRIDGET JARAMILLO; NELSON JARAMILLO;
MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION
SYSTEMS, INC. AS NOMINEE FOR
COUNTYWIDE HOME LOANS

Sale Date: 11/29/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/15/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Sixty-Five Thousand Five Hundred Ninety-Three
and 18/100*** $565,593.18.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of SCOTCH PLAINS in the County of
UNION and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 2311 CAROL PLACE,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

Tax LOT 1, BLOCK 3402 (f/k/a BLOCK 196,
LOT 8).

Dimensions of Lot: 83 feet wide by 108 feet
long.

Nearest Cross Street: CEDAR STREET.
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Seventy-Eight

Thousand Six Hundred Six and 75/100***
$578,606.75 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON, LLC
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 11/02, 11/09, 11/16
& 11/23/17 Fee: $189.72

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004473

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-5154-16

Plaintiff: MTGLQ INVESTORS, L.P.
VS.
Defendant: ORLANDO PRODE; MRS. OR-

LANDO PRODE, WIFE OF ORLANDO PRODE;
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.; BUILDERS GEN-
ERAL SUPPLY COMPANY

Sale Date: 12/06/2017
Writ of Execution: 09/26/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Fif-
teen Thousand Two Hundred Forty-Seven and
74/100*** $615,247.74.

The property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of GARWOOD, County of UNION, and
the STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

Commonly known as: 210 CENTER STREET,
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027.

Tax Lot No. 14, Block 405.
Dimensions of Lot (Approximately): 50 x 100;

0.1148 AC.
Nearest Cross Street: Myrtle Avenue.
SUBJECT TO: SEE CONDITIONS OF SALE
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Twenty-Eight

Thousand Five Hundred Twenty-Eight and 75/
100*** $628,528.75 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
LEOPOLD & ASSOCIATES, PLLC
90 EAST HALSEY ROAD
SUITE 202A
PARSIPPANY NEW JERSEY 07054
(914) 219-5787
4 T - 11/09, 11/16, 11/23
& 11/30/17 Fee: $163.20

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004479

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-001784-17

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK TRUST, N.A., AS
TRUSTEE FOR LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPA-
TION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: CHARLES ARGILA; ANN ARGILA;

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY; JOAN M. ARGILA; COLUMBIA
BANK

Sale Date: 12/13/2017
Writ of Execution: 09/26/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Twenty-Five Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty-
Eight and 14/100*** $425,728.14.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, in
the State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 11
Laurie Court, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

TAX LOT# 10, Block# 15303, PRIOR LOT
#21, Prior Block # 316.M.

APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 000. 926 AC
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Terrill Road.
Taxes: 4th Quarter of 2017 open balance

amount of $5,400.70, good through 11/1/17*
Other: Sewer open balance amount of $269.61*
*Plus interest on these figures through date of

payoff and any and all subsequent taxes, water
and sewer amounts.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Thirty-Four
Thousand Nine Hundred Seventy and 11/100***
$434,970.11 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN & EISENBERG, PC
1040 NORTH KINGS HIGHWAY
SUITE 407
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(609) 397-9200
4 T - 11/16, 11/23, 11/30
& 12/07/17 Fee: $179.52

Cranford Rec. to Begin
Winter Registration

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department has
announced that registration for its
Winter 2017 programs will start at 9
a.m. on Tuesday, December 5. The
department strongly encourages that
registration for all classes be done
online by visiting
register.communitypass.net/cranford.

Online registration will enable in-
dividuals to register 24 hours a day,
seven days a week; to make pay-
ment by credit card and to receive
the latest program updates as they
occur through their account. If need-
ing assistance to register online, visit
the recreation department at 220
Walnut Avenue or call (908) 709-
7283.

Details of classes can be found in
the brochure that was mailed to all
Cranford residents, as well as on
the website cranfordnj.org/recre-
ation-parks. Interested persons also
may find new classes not listed in
the brochure on the Cranford Rec-
reation and Parks Department’s
Facebook page at facebook.com/
CranfordRecreationAndParks.

Anyone with questions or requir-
ing additional information may call
the Cranford Recreation and Parks
Department at (908) 709-7283.

FESTIVE GREEN...The Green Thumb Garden Club of Cranford invites all to
attend its 33rd Annual Christmas Sale on Sunday, December 3, from 11 a.m. to
3:30 p.m., at the Hanson House in Cranford. A variety of holiday décor will be
featured, such as items pictured on the boutique table above. Proceeds from the
sale benefit Memorial and 9/11 Parks in Cranford.

Westfield Library Friends
Reveal Book Sale Success

WESTFIELD — The Friends of
the Westfield Memorial Library
have revealed that the Seventh An-
nual Children’s and Teens’ Book
Sale it sponsored last month proved
very successful.

The sale, held October 26 to 28,
generated more than $3,400, all of
which will go towards funding pro-
grams at the library. The diverse
selection of books and media of-
fered during the sale was due to
generous donations from the com-
munity, according to the Friends.

The sale included two new fea-
tures this year, Story Corner and an
award section. During Story Cor-
ner, librarians and volunteers read
to children, providing parents and
guardians some time to shop at their

leisure. Newbery, Caldecott and
other award winners were located
together, making it easy to find these
books.

“A heartfelt thank you to the 40
volunteers who truly made the book
sale happen,” the Friends stated fol-
lowing the event. “Your efforts are
appreciated and we look forward to
your dedication and energy come
the spring sale in April 2018. A
special thank you goes out to the
Board of Education and the
Westfield Memorial Library for
their logistical support.”

For more information on the
Friends of the Westfield Memorial
Library or to volunteer during the
spring book sale, contact the Friends
at WMLvolunteers@gmail.com.

Needle Nite Posts
Holiday Meeting

FANWOOD — The next meeting
of the Needle Nite group of the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church will
be held on Friday, December 1, at 7
p.m., in the church dining room. At-
tendees may enter through the middle
door off Marian Avenue.

This is Needle Nite’s evening of
fun, food and sharing. The activity
for the evening will be filling gift
bags with items for the church’s Food
Bank clients. A portion of the meeting
also will be devoted to “Show and
Tell.” Participants are asked to bring
a new, old or interesting piece of
fabric art. This is the group’s holiday
meeting; those attending are asked to
bring light refreshments to share.

All are welcome to come and see
what is being done and to join the
group. If fabric, batting or yarn is
needed, Needle Niters may e-mail
their requests to
needlenite@fanwoodpc.org.

For further information about these
projects or directions to the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, call the church
office at (908) 889-8891, e-mail
admin@fanwoodpc.org or check the
website at fanwoodpc.org.

CLASSIFIEDS

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

Tired of cleaning your house or
apartment? I will do it for you.
Good Prices. Excellent
references. Free Estimates!

(862) 307-3481

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.

Call (908) 654-6091

EXPERT  MATH  TUTOR

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521

OFFICE / MED SPACE FOR RENT

In the heart of Downtown
Westfield. Includes parking!
Join our existing group of
successful professionals.

Please call (917) 519-6140
or (212) 563-6140 Thank you!

DENTAL ASST PT / FT

Our quality driven practice is
looking for a Dental Assistant to
join our team.  The individual must
be dedicated, professional, self
motivated and enjoys working with
people.  HS Diploma req.  Dental
Asst exp pref.  Willing to train the
right candidate.  Send resumes to
mystr92463@gmail.com.

ACCOUNTING ASSISTANT

A fast-growing company located
in Westfield, NJ is looking for an
energetic individual with attention
to detail and a friendly, positive
attitude to assist the Accounts
Payable & Finance department.
Responsibilities will be diverse in
nature to support the day to day
requirements of the accounts pay-
able department and periodically
assisting with other accounting
projects as needed.
• Perform accounting and cleri-
cal functions to support AP
• Reconciliations of credit cards
• Reconciliation of Travel & Ex-
pense vouchers according to com-
pany guidelines.
• Assist with obtaining approval,
entering, coding, and matching in-
voices to purchase orders
• Maintenance of various spread-
sheets
• Enter and apply monthly recur-
ring payments
• Heavy data entry (bills, invoices,
etc.)
• Assist with filing and scanning
Requirements:
• Strong attention to detail and
accuracy
• Ability to maintain a high level of
accuracy in preparing and enter-
ing financial information
• Ability to maintain confidential-
ity concerning financial informa-
tion
• Strong written and verbal com-
munication skills
• Proficient in Microsoft Excel and
Outlook
• Knowledge of some type of ac-
counting software is preferred
Please contact Mike Taylor @
miket@redcomllc.com, with your
interest and resume.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-17-022
to be located in Zone: R-4, on the premises
known as 30 Columbia Avenue, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016, Block No. 236, Lot No.
12, has been submitted by: Marc and Me-
lissa Ricci of 30 Columbia Avenue, Cranford
, New Jersey 07016.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit: An increase in square footage
and area of the attic and any additional
relief that may be required from the board.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on December 4,
2017 at 8:15 p.m. in Room 107 of the
Cranford Township Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jer-
sey. Any person or persons affected by
this application will have an opportunity to
present any objections to the proposed
development. The Board does, however,
have the right to exclude repetitious testi-
mony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Applicant:
Marc and Melissa Ricci

30 Columbia Avenue
Cranford , New Jersey 07016

1 T - 11/23/17, The Leader Fee: $35.70

Plainfield Historical Society
Schedules Holiday Programs

PLAINFIELD — The Historical
Society of Plainfield invites the pub-
lic to two special events this holi-
day season. Both will be held at the
Drake House Museum, located at
602 West Front Street, Plainfield.

A Holiday Craft event will be held
on Sunday, December 3, from 2 to 4
p.m. Participants will be able to en-
joy craft making and storytelling,
and to make reservations for the 2017
Annual Tree Lighting on Friday, De-
cember 8, starting at 6:30 p.m.

Due to the record number of visi-
tors and safety concerns, the His-
torical Society of Plainfield is in-
troducing timed entry ticket reser-
vations for the tree lighting.

Timed tickets are free and will be
allocated on a first-come, first-
served basis during the Holiday
Craft event at the Drake House
Museum. Tickets are limited. Timed
tickets are not available via phone.

Only holders of scheduled timed
tickets will be allowed entry to the
annual tree lighting. Each timed
ticket group is allotted 30 minutes
for the visit.

Santa will make a visit with a gift
for every child under age 12. In
addition to the large Christmas tree
in the ballroom, there will be three
decorated theme trees in the period
rooms of the museum.

This program also is made pos-
sible by the Historical Society of
Plainfield/Drake House Museum
and by a generous gift from a
Plainfield resident. Light refresh-
ments will be served. Donations are
always appreciated.

Onsite parking is available. For
directions and more information
about the Drake House and the His-
torical Society of Plainfield, visit
drakehouseplainfieldnj.org.

SP-F Hist. Soc. to Welcome
‘Hendrick Fisher’ Tuesday

FANWOOD — Who knew that
one of the most prominent New Jer-
sey colonial figures was Somerset
County’s Hendrick Fisher. His
homework was taking home one of
the original copies of the Declara-
tion of Independence after it had
been signed in Philadelphia.

Previously, Fisher had been one
of the three New Jersey delegates to
the Continental Congress in 1765.
He also was elected to New Jersey’s
Committee of Correspondence,

served as a member of the Commit-
tee of Safety, was president of the
Colonial Assembly, was the first
president of the Provincial Con-
gress of New Jersey in 1775 and
was the first president of the board
of trustees of Rutgers University,
then called Queens’ College.

Members of the community are
invited to come to the monthly meet-
ing of the Historical Society of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood on Tuesday,
November 28, and “meet” Hendrick
Fisher in the person of George
Schaefer-Apgan, who has portrayed
this Revolutionary War Jersey Blue
Patriot from Piscataway for seven
years now. He will bring to life this
man who was an aide to George Wash-
ington. Attendees will relive some of
the American Revolution through him.

Free and open to everyone, the
meeting will start at 7:30 p.m. and is
being held at the Fanwood Train
Station at North and Martine Av-
enues. Refreshments and fellowship
will follow the program. For further
information, call Connie Klock at
(908) 232-9489.

Library to Present
iDiscover For Kids

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library will offer “iDiscover
Coding,” a monthly introduction to
computer programming. Each class
will acquaint children with a coding
concept through the use of fun, edu-
cational apps.

Students will create interactive sto-
ries, animation and even video games.
Sessions will be offered on Tuesday,
December 5, at 6:30 p.m. for children
in grades 1 to 3 and at 7:30 p.m. for
those in grades 4 to 6.

Registration is required and space
is limited. This free program is spon-
sored by a grant from the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers. For a list of other upcoming pro-
grams, visit the library Web page at
cranfordlibrary.org.

DBSA to Hear About
‘Positive Psychology’
AREA — The Depression and Bi-

polar Support Alliance (DBSA) will
feature at its Wednesday, December
13 meeting Suruchi Saini, who will
speak on “Positive Psychology.”

Ms. Saini previously was a lead
clinician at Rutgers-UBH and is
trained in psychological counseling/
therapy for individuals, families and
groups. She also is a certified trauma
specialist and a volunteer with NAMI
(National Alliance on Mental Illness).

These educational meetings of the
DBSA take place on a Wednesday
every month, at 7:45 p.m., using the
facilities of the Morristown Unitarian
Fellowship, 21 Normandy Heights
Road, about one block east of the
Morris Museum, in Morristown.

The public is invited to attend all
meetings; a nominal donation is re-
quested from non-members, when
possible. For more information, visit
dbsanewjersey.org/morristownarea.

Library Announces
Beading Workshop

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library invites mem-
bers of the community to learn to
bead on Monday, December 4, at 10
a.m., using the library’s beading kits.

Local artist Perthea Brown will
show participants how to get started
with this fun craft. Pre-registration is
required for this event.

For more information or to regis-
ter, go to scotlib.org, e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the library Reference Desk. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

Probitas Verus Honos

SCOTCH PLAINS MOVING SALE

1351 Terrill Road
Friday 11/24 & Saturday 11/25

10am to 3pm
An Eclectic Mix of Art, Furniture &
Decorative Accessories. Mirrors,
Lamps, Sofas,Tables, Curio,
Dressers, China, Glass, Books,
Records, CD’s, Clothing, Costume
Jewelry, Linens, Pillows, Washer,
Dryer, Tools and more! For pics

DovetailsUSA.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that on the 20th day of
November, 2017, the Zoning Board of the
Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following action:

1. Application #ZBA-17-019 Granted
approval to 10-12 Commerce, LLC, Appli-
cant, to permit a change in use to permit
use and occupancy of a day school on the
first and second floor for a private thera-
peutic school in a zone where not permit-
ted on Block: 636, Lot: 3 as designated on
the Township Tax Map, also known as 10-
12 Commerce Drive in the C-1 Zone. No
changes to the property are anticipated
other than interior.

Jeffrey Pistol
Board Secretary

1 T - 11/23/17, The Leader Fee: $18.87
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Murder on the Orient Express”
Has you Humming the Scenery

2 & ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

 The beautiful romanticization of
an era that in truth was only elegant
for the well-to-do makes director
Kenneth Branagh’s version of
Agatha Christie’s Murder on the
Orient Express a veritable feast for
the eyes and imagination if not for
the movie house detective in you.
Oh, there are wonderfully opulent
appurtenances aboard the luxury
train where famed Belgian sleuth
Hercule Poirot plies his craft with
genius, whimsy and a gallantry too
often eclipsed by humankind’s less
noble instincts.

Starring an all-star cast to match
the assemblage of beautiful people
in Sidney Lumet’s 1974 adaptation
of Miss Christie’s 1935 mystery,
this group is also outfitted in the
most glamorous of finery. It is a rag
trade aficionado’s fantasy set in a
reverie of rarified air, the click-
clickity-clack of the lavish convey-
ance suggesting an ultimate desti-
nation someplace where the rich are
additionally rewarded for having
the good sense to be well heeled. It
is artistic affirmation for the afflu-
ent, fantasy for the poor, and some-
thing to philosophize about for the
bourgeoisie.

Witty performances by those play-
ing the presumed strangers aboard
the Orient Express further augment
the entertaining portrait of time and
place, all pigeonholed into conve-
nient castes from which we can make
judgements, prejudicial or not, con-
cerning their culpability. They
moan, they groan and try to make
do when the train emanating from
Istanbul derails following an ava-
lanche in Eastern Europe. Never
mind that almost everyone has some-
where important to get to, and soon.
Only Poirot, seeking a tranquil hia-
tus, has no pressing engagement.

Of course, as is tradition for all
those dedicated to unearthing the
bad guys and in general making the
world a safer place, no such rest is
ever possible. In all the hubbub and
snobbish repartee among haves,
have-nots and pretenders-to-have,
there has been a murder. But look at
it from a positive point of view.
Since no one has a laptop or iPhone
to keep them busy while workmen
from the closest town toil in the
frigid weather to clear the snow and
hopefully put the train back on the
tracks, at least there’s this bit of
nastiness to help wile away the time.

Problem is, without committing
heresy one cannot liberally change
the structure of the famous who-
dunit to make it more of a challenge
for armchair gumshoes who already
know the gambit scripture and verse.
As with any work that has achieved
classic status, both screenwriter and
director must tread carefully. A cer-
tain familiarity has to be maintained,
and it is only in nuance, subtextual
message and minor alterations to
perhaps make a present-minded so-
cial statement where variation on

the theme is acceptable.
Therefore, unless you’re unfamil-

iar with all previous iterations and
consequently unprejudiced by how
the tale has been handled, the en-
joyment lies in re-celebrating the
work and deriving pleasure from
particularly engaging aspects of the
whole. Similar to how you might
note, “I liked Olivier’s Hamlet best,”
the well-traveled cineaste could
knowledgably opine, “Kenneth
Branagh’s Poirot sure gives Albert
Finney’s rendition a run for the
money,” and probably be right. Be-
yond that, any detail by detail com-
parison is more trivia than art ap-
preciation.

That said, Kenneth Branagh does
indeed imbue his supersleuth with
that combination of egotistical con-
fidence, style, grace, peerless vir-
tue and an uncanny knack for near
clairvoyant deduction. It is an en-
tertainment in and of itself. We
“ooh” and “ah” as if the Watson to
his Holmes, tickled pink in awe as
the mustachioed bloodhound re-
gales us with the paths to his con-
clusions, all of it flourished in diz-
zying, Rube Goldberg of the mind
description. Combined with a peek
into a lost love he shares only with
us, Poirot earns our intrigued empa-
thy.

The remaining dramatis perso-
nae, some quirkily amusing in their
own right, are mere thespic
widgets…characters whose sole
raison d’etre is to be either a victim
or a culprit. In Greek chorus form,
each gets a turn through either ora-
tory, interaction or a combination
thereof to both absolve and indict
themselves. Michelle Pfeiffer is the
oft-married Mrs. Hubbard, the
group’s middle-aged vamp; Johnny
Depp’s shady Edward Ratchett says
he’s an art dealer; Penelope Cruz is
the dooming Holy Roller; and
Willem Dafoe is Professor
Hardman, the requisite Aryan su-
premacist.

If this is your first trip aboard
Miss Christie’s legendary choo-
choo, you’ll doubtless appreciate
the well-woven puzzler. As for sea-
soned travelers who kind of remem-
ber how it all goes down, the joy is
in imbibing both the exquisite fur-
nishings and the pageantry of a pe-
riod when people at least dressed
for dinner and spoke in eloquent
tones before killing each other. Per-
sonally, I’m hoping that now, since
he’s finished with his Murder on the
Orient Express, maybe Poirot can
help me find those fantastic art deco
sconces that festoon the train.

***
Murder on the Orient Express,

rated PG-13, is a Twentieth Century
Fox release directed by Kenneth
Branagh and stars Kenneth Branagh,
Michelle Pfeiffer and Judy Dench.
Running time: 114 minutes

DRAMATIC STUDENTS...Pingry's Drama Department presented Sophocles's
Antigone from November 9 to 11. The cast is pictured in the Macrae Theatre of
Pingry's Hostetter Arts Center. Among the cast members are: Lydia Gargano ’19
of Westfield, Alex Kaplan ’23 of Westfield, Corbey Ellison ’20 of Westfield, and
Director Meaghan Singer of Fanwood.

A Very Special (Holiday)
Special At Dreamcatcher

Eighth Graders Wow in
High School Musical Jr.

State Ballet of Russia Brings
Sleeping Beauty to UCPAC

RAHWAY – One of the world’s
most beloved ballets comes to the
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter Stage for one-night performance
only. The State Ballet Theatre of Rus-
sia is bringing all-time favorite ballet
classic to the Union County Perform-
ing Arts Center stage performing
Marius Petipa’s grand, full-length
Sleeping Beauty.

The end of the 19th century led to
the creation of the three great Petipa/
Tchaikovsky masterpieces: The Sleep-
ing Beauty, The Nutcracker and Swan
Lake. Although they were not imme-
diately successful these three ballets
have come to be considered by many
the greatest ballets of all time, show-
ing classical ballet at its best. They
are definitely some of the most popu-
lar ballets in the world still today.

Sleeping Beauty holds a notable
place in the history of ballet, not only
as a great work in its own right but
also as a defining moment in many
lives. Sleeping Beauty was interpreted
as a ballet before the Petipa/
Tchaikovsky version, but none of the
prior versions enjoyed the longevity
of popularity of the 1890 Russian

version. It was the first successful
ballet composed by Tchaikovsky.

The treasured story comes to life in
this enchanting performance filled
with stunning dancers, lavish sets,
beautiful costumes, and
Tchaikovsky’s immortal music. Spend
an evening in Sleeping Beauty’s en-
chanted kingdom and relish this be-
loved fairy tale once again. This is an
evening to share with the entire fam-
ily.

Founded by legendary dancer and
former Prima Ballerina of The Bolshoi
Theatre Ballet, Maya Plisetskaya, The
State Ballet Theatre of Russia – now
under the direction of award-winning
dancer and Moiseyev Dance Com-
pany soloist Nikolay Anokhin – pre-
sents the most passionate love story
Ballet.

The State Ballet Theatre of Russia
will perform the timeless love story at
7:30 p.m. on Friday, December 1.

Tickets range from $35 to $65 and
can be ordered online at
www.ucpac.org/events, by calling
(732) 499-8226 or in person at the
box office located at 1601 Irving
Street in Rahway, New Jersey.

Chansonettes Embark on
Holiday Concert Tour

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Each year Lincoln
School eighth graders all participate
in a requisite “theatrical perfor-
mance”. The class performed Disney’s
High School Musical Jr. on Friday
and Saturday night. The production
included a variety of solos and duets
by the leads. However, all students
were involved in acting, singing, and
dancing throughout, making the pro-
duction a valuable curriculum expe-
rience.

The storyline details a budding
friendship between Troy Bolton,
played by Leo DeSantis and high
school newcomer Gabriella Montez,
played by Karla Morales on Friday
night and Alyssa Domingues on Sat-
urday night.

Mr. DeSantis’ performance help
set the tone on both nights as he
jumped into dance routines while lead-
ing solos with a seasoned responsi-
bility. Ms. Morales’s vivacious per-
sonality shined through as she op-
posed oppressing peers and exhib-
ited confidence on being her own
person. The same confidence ap-
peared equal to her singing abilities
when she jumped on the lunch table
in a group song and dance number as
Martha Cox on Saturday night.

Ms. Domingues’s voice as
Gabriella on Saturday night when
singing duets with Troy was so re-
sounding it was eerie to think the
performance was coming from a
middle school student.

The characters find friendship while
pursuing each other and a role in the
high school musical. Troy is a basket-
ball player and Gabriella is a new-
comer, so Gabriella is a perceived
outsider in the social hierarchy. Simi-
lar to Troy, Gabriella is a “brainiac”
education decathalon team competi-
tor based on her interests not a “mu-
sical kid”

Troy is a basketball player whose
father is the school’s basketball coach,
Coach Bolton, played by Joseph
Carney. Mr. Carney did an excellent
justice to the Coach Bolton character.
Mr. Carney embodied the try hard,
self-centered and focused coach.

Mr. Carney played a coach whose
primary focus is winning at all cost
and his blind to his own sons desire to
give singing a try in the school musi-
cal. Mr. Carney stated his experience

as a basketball player in real life al-
lowed acting as a coach to come natu-
rally and is a part he really enjoyed.

Coach Bolton’s rival is the eccen-
tric theatre arts teacher Ms. Darbus,
played by Raina Ridente. Ms. Darbus
is a theatre arts teacher opposed to
student athletes, but equally ignorant
to the possibility athletes could be
singers. Ms. Ridente was infused in
adult character, a difficult task per-
formed with a grace that made it look
seamless or completely believable.
One would forget the student was not
an actual theatre arts teacher as she
was delivering her lines.

Ms. Ridente opposed Mr. Carney
in a shouting match with a realistic
dualism in which both “teachers”
fought to prove “their students or
interests” were more important.

Each scene was progressed through
song and dance setting the tone for
how the student’s perceptions are
changing or what the students are
feeling at a given moment. Comedic
interludes were provided with an en-
tertaining accent by Jonah Bilyeu as
“student morning announcement
man”, Jack Scott.

Ryan Evans, played by Christo-
pher O’ Reilly and Sharpay Evans by
Madison Tabares and Elizabeth
Dustin were “peer foils” to Troy and
Gabriella’s relationship and ability to
be their own person.

If best dancer or most enthused
while choreographed was an award.
Mr. O’Reilly would win hands down.
Mr. O’Reilly was very well composed
with dance maneuvers, showing no
shyness, his comfort with the stage
was apparent.

Ms. Tabares and Ms. Dustin are
“really good friends” in real life and
described practicing their lines “a lot”.
On interchanging nights, Ms. Tabares
and Ms. Dustin both played Sharpay
Evans a self-absorbed character who
wants to be the best at everything and
wants Troy’s affection at all cost.

On inter-changing nights both Ms.
Tabares and Ms. Dustin successfully
played the supportive and consider-
ate Taylor McKessie who the oppo-
site of Sharpee.

From the gymnastic cheerleaders,
to group songs, constant set changes,
and the general amount of moving
parts the production had. The entire
eighth grade did a tremendous job
making the performance worthwhile.

WESTFIELD – The Chansonettes
of Westfield are ready to begin their
2017 holiday concert tour. Their
new winter concert "Once Upon A
Holiday" is scheduled to make stops
in December at Chelsea-Fanwood,
Atria in Cranford and Cranford Se-
nior Housing and Runnells Special-
ized with more to be added.  The all
female chorus will perform favor-
ites like "I've Got My Love to Keep
Me Warm", "White Christmas",
"Traditions of Chanukah", "Oh Holy
Night" and "Santa Claus is Coming
to Town."

The Chansonettes, in existence for

over 60 years, performs a holiday
concert series every December and a
spring concert series each May. The
women rehearse once a week on
Wednesday nights at the Presbyte-
rian Church on Mountain Avenue in
Westfield, under the direction of Jean
Schork and accompanied by Mel
Freda. The group is happy to wel-
come new voices: first Soprano, sec-
ond Soprano and Alto.

Anyone needing more informa-
tion regarding joining the group or
booking a future concert may call
co-president of the group, Jacquie
Tannenbaum at (908) 591-2560.

First Movie Night
Planned in Garwood
GARWOOD – Garwood’s Green

Team will present its first ever Free
Family Movie Night on Friday, De-
cember 8 at 6:30 p.m. at Lincoln
School, 400 Second Avenue, in the
all-purpose room. The Green Team is
excited to partner with the Garwood
PTA for this event.

The movie is Over the Hedge, a 2006
movie about what happens when wood-
land creatures wake up from winter’s
hibernation to discover humans and
more have sprung up in the middle of
their home. Baked goods and water/
soda will be available for purchase.
Please follow the Garwood Green Team
Facebook as well as Garwood PTA
Facebook pages for updates.

SUMMIT – Kick off the holiday
season with the Dreamcatcher Com-
pany with their annual irreverent spoof
of the holiday specials of yesteryear.
For those that enjoyed the corny fun
of those old-fashioned holiday vari-
ety shows starring Donny and Marie,
Perry Como and The Mandrell Sis-
ters, “A Very Special (Holiday) Spe-
cial” at Dreamcatcher Repertory The-
atre on Saturday, December 2 at 8
p.m. is for them. Located at their
home at the Oakes Center in Summit,
Dreamcatcher takes a break from their
mainstage schedule to perform their
affectionate send-up of traditional
holiday entertainment.

The Dreamcatcher Resident Act-
ing Company will entertain with holi-
day songs, comic sketches and
improv, and lots of good old-fash-
ioned fun. Each year’s show is origi-
nal; past years’ performances in-
cluded an ode to binge shopping, a
spoof of Hallmark Channel movies
and a holiday cooking show gone
bad. This year’s show will include
musical parodies, topical sketches,
and unique silliness. Performing in
the show are Dreamcatcher Com-
pany members Clark Carmichael,
Harry Patrick Christian, Laura
Ekstrand, Noreen Farley, Scott
McGowan, and perhaps a special
guest or two.

“A Very Special (Holiday) Spe-
cial”, a unique and hilarious way to

celebrate the holiday season, will take
place at Dreamcatcher on one night
only: Saturday, December 2 at 8 p.m.
Tickets are $20 and $15 for students
25 and younger. Tickets can be pur-
chased in advance at
www.dreamcatcherrep.org, or by call-
ing Brown Paper Tickets at (800)
838-3006.

Performances are at The Oakes
Center, located at 120 Morris Avenue
in Summit. Parking is available in the
lot behind the theatre on Ashwood
Avenue and at the Summit Recre-
ation Center on Morris Avenue, as
well as on the street.  The facility is
wheelchair accessible. To purchase
tickets or for information on any of
Dreamcatcher Repertory Theatre's
programs, please visit
www.dreamcatcherrep.org or contact
Dreamcatcher Repertory Theatre at
The Oakes Center, 120 Morris Av-
enue, Summit, N.J. 07901, (908) 514-
9654.

Small Bus. Saturday
Events Planned at
Town Book Store

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store is hosting two authors on Small
Business Saturday, November 25.
This day is also known as Indies
First Day where authors help to spot-
light the importance of independent
bookstores in our communities.

Laura Sassi, children's book au-
thor of Goodnight Manger and
Goodnight Ark (both in hardcover
and board book) will be the guest
bookseller from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Robin Newman, children’s book
author of Hildie Bitterpickles Needs
Her Sleep and The Case of the
Poached Egg will be the guest book-
seller from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Robin is
also the adapter of the official tie-in
to the new Sesame Christmas spe-
cial airing on PBS in 2017, “Once
Upon a Sesame Street Christmas.”

Both authors will be signing their
books, making recommendations
and talking about their creative pro-
cesses, as well as, potential sponta-
neous readings.

The Town Book Store is located
at 270 E. Broad Street, Westfield.

OPERATION GRATITUDE...Calvary Nursery School and Child Care in
Cranford again participated in the annual Operation Gratitude candy collection
with the support of their staff, families and students. The program teaches
children the value of giving back by donating their excess Halloween Candy, in
support of deployed U.S. Troops and First Responders serving here at home.
Along with their handwritten letters and cards the children packaged candy,
toothbrushes and toothpaste for their heroes. The Cranford Jaycees generously
covered the cost of shipping the items. For more information about Calvary School
call (908) 272-3962 or email calvarynscc@verizon.net.

Community Invited to
Holiday Shopping Event

WESTFIELD – The Franklin El-
ementary School PTO invites the com-
munity to attend a marketplace event
for holiday shopping. It will feature
such vendors as: Parker's Petals,
Wildtree Spice, Just Name it, 4 Fash-
ions Clothing, Pampered Chef, IT'S
ORGANIZED and more. Shoppers
will enjoy free services while they
shop including Chill Cryotherapy
mini-facials.

The event takes place on Friday,
December 1, from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. in
the school gymnasium located at 700

Prospect Street, Westfield. It will be a
fun way to do some holiday shopping
and support Franklin School.
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R E A L T O R S®

These homes are just the beginning of all you’ll find on Weichert.com.

Nancy
Kronheimer

Tressa “Teri”
Malone

WESTFIELD. Custom Built Colonial with architectural details,
open flow and upscale amenities. Following a bluestone path onto
the front porch and through the beautiful mahogany doors is a
welcoming 2 story entry foyer with sweeping staircase. Wonderful sun-filled rooms,
beautiful architectural details and an open flow accentuate the elegance of this
Colonial. Fabulous amenities including Sonos surround sound system, custom built-
in’s, high end professional appliances and 3 car garage. $1,725,000.

Sales Associate
of the Month

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. 2014 Exquisite Westfield Colonial at Edge of
Wychwood. 4500 sf; MZ heat/CAC, Generator, Central VAC with
“floor sweepers”. 5 Bedrooms, 5 1/2 Baths. Gourmet kitchen,
granite counters, quartz center-island, Jenn-Aire stainless appliance package. Gas
fireplace in Family Room and Living Room, wet-bar, beverage cooler.  Manor panels,
Hardwood throughout. Finished basement has Rec Room, Game Rm, full bath.
HardiPlank/stone exterior, brick patio, privacy fence, 2 car garage. $1,300,000.

COLONIAL

Michael
Triarsi

Top Lister

Sales Associate
of the Month

Jacqueline
“Jackie” Mandell

Top Units

Sales Associate
of the Month

Hannah
Hergenhan

Top Sales

Sales Associate
of the Month

Peter
Lisciotto

Top Dollar
Volume

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9 
AT 7PM | WESTFIELD

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10 
AT 3 PM | MADISON  

CODY AUSTIN

CAMERON SCHUTZA

MATTHEW WHITE

RETURN OF THE

THREE 
HOLIDAY 
TENORS

RETURN OF THE

THREE 
HOLIDAY 
TENORS

N E W  Y E A R ’ S  E V E
Celebrate the Season! 

~WITH~
Puttin' On 

the 

Ritz
Puttin' On 

the 

Ritz
~GET TICKETS ONLINE AT WWW.NJFESTIVALORCHESTRA.ORG OR CALL 908 232 9400~

Westfield Theatre Department
Shows Staying Power With Dinner

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Last weekend the
Westfield High School (WHS) The-
atre Department put on a wondeful
production of The Man Who Came To
Dinner by George Kaufman and Moss
Hart.

Julian Mazzolla played the pro-
tagonist Sheridan Whiteside in WHS’
rendition of The Man Who Came To
Dinner.

Mr. Mazzolla plays a spot on
Sheridan Whiteside, depicting a man
propelled by his wealth and status,
yet significantly weak in “real confi-
dence”. Mr. Mazzolla did an excel-
lent job portraying Whiteside as ob-
noxiously superior at times to people
who are insignificant, yet vulnerable
to those he secretly needs.

Mr. Mazzolla’s Whiteside rendi-
tion left the audience in stitches as he
bossed his nurses and the actual own-
ers of the home (the Stanley’s) around
like they were his servants. Mr.
Mazzolla created a comedic harmony
with both nurses who played dis-
tressed caretakers to childish
Whiteside.

Whiteside insists on staying at the
Stanley’s home after slipping on ice.
Whiteside is faking his injuries for
quite some time and ends up staying
at the home until Christmas Eve.
Whiteside does not fancy his long-
time assistant Maggie Cutler falling
in love with local newspaper journal-
ist Bert Jefferson. Whiteside, in be-
tween threatening to sue the Stanley’s
and quarreling with pesky caretakers

attempts to derail his assistant from
marrying Jefferson and leaving him.

Maggie, played by Kimberly Faith
Zimmermann provided an immediate
connection to Mr. Mazzolla on stage.
The dynamic made the audience feel
as if the two have worked under the
prevailing status quo for years. Ms.
Zimmermann’s frustration and disap-
pointment with Whiteside after real-
izing he had been sabotaging her per-
ception of Mr. Jefferson left the audi-
ence feeling for her.

The most impressive performance
came from Meghan Johnson playing
Harriet Stanley. Mrs. Stanley was
portrayed as a dimwitted, quirky, and
weird character who is mesmerized
by Whiteside. Ms. Johnson filled in
for Abbie Painter who fell ill less than
48 hours before the performance.

Ms. Johnson was so comedic and
bizarre with her ways of entering and
interacting with Whiteside, next to
the nurses and Whiteside himself.
The audience was genuinely excited
every time she appeared to lighten the
mood.

Matt Meixner did an excellent job
playing Bert Jefferson. Mr. Meixner
portrayed the young suitor blinded by
love, his own convictions and vision
to understand Whiteside’s egotistical
jabs or sabotage.

The set design really helped set the
time period and time of year. The
falling snowflakes provided a good
introduction to Christmas Eve, look-
ing professionally back-dropped. The
lighting provided a pre-1950s feel
which was the time period the play
was originally written in.

THE MAN WHO DIDN’T LEAVE...Julian Mazzolla plays Sheridan Whiteside
in Westfield High School’s production of The Man Who Came to Dinner.

WF Community Concert Band
Plans 27th Annual Holiday Concert

HOLIDAY TRADITION....Thomas Connors will conduct the Westfield Commu-
nity Concert Band for its 27th annual Holiday Concert on Friday, December 8 at
7:30 p.m. at Westfield High School in Westfield. The band will be joined by the
Edison Intermediate School Broadway Singers, directed by Kenneth Horn and
Stephen Markowski.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Rec-
reation Department will host its 27th
Annual Holiday Concert featuring the
Westfield Community Concert Band
and the Edison Intermediate School
Broadway Singers on Friday, Decem-
ber 8 at 7:30 p.m. at a special venue,
Westfield High School in Westfield.
This free public concert culminates a
year-long series of performances by
the Westfield Community Concert
Band in celebration of the band’s
105th anniversary concert season. The
band performed its first annual Holi-
day Concert at the Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School in December 1990
with the Roosevelt “Sharps and Flats”
chorus.

Highlighting a program of holiday
favorites, the band will perform John
Wasson’s setting of Jingle Bells, the
renowned 1857 composition by James
Pierpont. The words and music were
written for a Thanksgiving program
at Pierpont’s church in Boston. Origi-
nally entitled “One Horse Open
Sleigh”, it was so well received that
the children were asked to repeat it
for another performance at Christ-
mas. It has been a famous Christmas
song ever since.

The band’s program all includes,
Twas in the Moon of Wintertime, a
contemporary arrangement by Rob-
ert Smith of what is considered the
earliest Christmas carol written in
North America,  Shalom!, by Philip
Sparke, Snow!, by Jerry Brubaker,
and Christmas Variations, by Roland
Kernan. The band will also perform
an arrangement of Albert Hague’s
popular score for the 1966 animated
classic How the Grinch Stole Christ-
mas, and Leroy Anderson’s holiday
standard, A Christmas Festival, writ-
ten in 1950 for the Boston Pops.

The Broadway Singers will also
perform a selection of holiday music
featuring the choir’s unique arrange-
ments and choreography, including

Here Comes Santa Claus, Kindle the
Lights of Hanukkah, Have Yourself a
Merry Little Christmas, Little Saint
Nick and Let It Snow!.

The program will conclude with a
combined performance of Irving
Berlin’s White Christmas with both
the band and choir, an annual tradi-
tion dating back more than twenty-
five years.

The Westfield Community Con-
cert Band is conducted by Thomas
Connors, now in his eleventh season
with the band. Westfield music edu-
cators Kenneth Horn and Stephen
Markowski, vocal specialists in the
Westfield School District, co-direct
the Edison Broadway Singers.

Members of the Westfield Com-
munity Concert Band recently par-
ticipated in Westfield’s Holiday Tree

Lighting event, performing traditional
Christmas music as a festive back-
drop for the lighting of the Christmas
tree at the north side Westfield train
station along with a special appear-
ance by Santa and Mrs. Claus for
hundreds of families in attendance.
As the band completes its milestone
105th concert season, the band con-
tinues to seek out area musicians to
perform a wide variety of concert
band literature for its many area con-
cert events. Interested musicians
should contact Mr. Connors through
the band’s website,
info@westfieldcommunityband.com.
The band rehearses each Wednesday
evening from 7:15 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
in the community room located in the
Westfield Municipal Building 425
East Broad Street.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

HOUSE 56-YD TD RUN, ALLIEGRO 16-YD SCREEN TD; ORTIZ INT; KESSLER FUMBLE RECOV

MetLife it Is! Blue Devils Top Minutemen in Grid Semi, 13-6
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader
and The Times

Penalty after penalty on the
part of both teams may have
thrown both teams out of rhythm
but it did not deter the top-
seeded Westfield High School
football team from earning its
third straight trip to MetLife Sta-
dium after the conclusion of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 5
semifinal game at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on Novem-

ber 18. In a clash of stubborn
defenses, the Blue Devils cre-
ated two golden opportunities
and capitalized on both to emerge
with a 13-6 victory over fifth-
seeded Elizabeth to set up a third
straight showdown with
Bridgewater-Raritan, 27-6 win-
ners over Piscataway.

“Elizabeth always plays us re-
ally well but we set a goal to get
back to MetLife a third time in a
row. I am really happy we accom-
plished that,” defensive back/co-
captain Adam McDaniel said.

The penalties in the first half
were seemingly out of hand as
both teams had a combined 15
amounting to 125 yards. One
holding penalty just seconds be-
fore halftime proved costly for
the Minutemen as it negated a
potential touchdown. The Blue
Devils’ offensive was also doing a
dance of two steps forward and
one backwards in the half. The
second half was a bit more sane
with only four penalties accepted.

However, as it had been doing
all season, the Blue Devils’ de-
fense proved to be key, limiting
the Minutemen to just 86 yards
rushing and 59 yards in the air.
The front four, linebacking crew
and defensive backs harassed

quarterback LeShane Taylor and
big running back Naseem Daniels
all afternoon, recording several
throws for losses and a sack, a
fumble recovery by linebacker
Will Kessler that was jarred loose
by linebacker/co-captain Jacob
Dayon and an interception by
linebacker Drew Ortiz.

Aside from their multiple tack-
les, linebackers Shea Elliott (co-
captain) and Joe SanGiacomo
tipped passes, defensive line-
men Jake Vall-Llobera, Rory
McGovern and Noah Levy limited
runs to low or no gains. Defen-
sive backs, seniors McDaniel and
Stevie Barden, and junior Jordan
Simpson got into the act also,
especially when Barden and
McDaniel combined to bat down
a pass in the left corner of the

end zone with just seconds re-
maining in the half.

“That was big! It was a great
play,” expressed McDaniel, who
added, “Like most games, our D-
line stepped up in the trenches
as well. Our linebackers stepped
up in stopping the run. Our sec-
ondary, we build off what our
defensive line and linebackers
do and we are able to lock down
things in the secondary.”

“It doesn’t really matter who
makes the tackles for us. Yes!
It’s nice to have a lot of tackles
but at the same time, we have a
very balanced defense. We don’t
have any weak players and that
shows on the scoreboard,” Elliott
added.

“We struggled today. They had
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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a really good defensive scheme
and were very, very aggressive.
We didn’t respond well to it up
front but our defense shined again
as usual,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Jim DeSarno said.

The Minutemen’s defense was
stubborn also but not as much.
The Blue Devils finished with 168
yards rushing and quarterback
Hank Shapiro completed 10 of
18 passes for 93 yards, including
a screen pass to Tim Alliegro
which was good enough for a 16-
yard touchdown. Jake Vall-
Llobera added a two-yard shuffle
pass. Senior running back
Juandre House carried 13 times
for 111 yards and did indeed
take one to the house with a 56-
yard touchdown sprint early in
the fourth quarter that gave
Westfield a 13-6 lead.

Shapiro’s 16-yard touchdown
screen pass to Alliegro, followed
by Aidan Bolan’s point after came
with 1:42 left in the first half.

“That was a screen play. We
just let the defense come in and
he just caught the ball and walked
right in,” House said.

The Minutemen made the game
interesting when Taylor con-
nected on a 24-yard touchdown
pass on their first series of the

third quarter. A bad snap on the
point after attempt accompanied
by extreme pressure by Vall-
Llobera, Dayon and company
kept the score at 7-6.

Early in the fourth quarter,
Westfield got possession on its
own 37 and on the third play, the
offensive line opened up the hole
and House galloped 56 yards for
the touchdown with 10:06 on the
clock. A 15-yard penalty forced a
long point after attempt that was
missed.

“Playing offensive line is not a
glory position but I love being in
the trenches. I love being physi-
cal. That’s just my nature. A
football team is a bond itself and
the offensive line is a different
type of bond. I love being with
my offensive line, with my brother
[Declan]. I love playing with my
best friends every day,” offen-
sive lineman/co-captain Jack
McCauley expressed.

“I believe it was our tight end

[Colin Freer] and the linebackers
came in off the fake because
they felt I would keep the ball. I
just saw green and I kicked it in
and kept it going. Our receiver
[Griffin Rooney] held his block,
so it worked out fine,” House
described.

“We struggled early. We were
iffy on our blocking assignments.
We just came through and we
were able to open up some holes
late and get the win, which is the
most important thing,” McCauley
said.

Every time the 148-lb House
carried the ball he was confronted
by huge defensive linemen who
may outweigh him by 100 or
more pounds.

“It really doesn’t phase me. I
have been playing football basi-
cally my whole life and I never
been the biggest guy on the field,
so I just have to use my speed
and try to get around players and

Legal Newspaper for Union CountyLegal Newspaper for Union CountyLegal Newspaper for Union CountyLegal Newspaper for Union CountyLegal Newspaper for Union County, Cranfor, Cranfor, Cranfor, Cranfor, Cranforddddd
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hit the hole hard,” House an-
swered.

Minutes later Ortiz intercepted
Taylor and barreled forward 15
yards before he was brought
down.

“Coach Dayon, we work on pass
stops all the time. He keys in the
middle and knows exactly where
to go. He read it well, got under
it. He had one at Ridge and he
wasn’t able to run it back, so I
know he’s been waiting for this,”
Elliott said.

“He’s such a good player,”
Coach DeSarno expressed. “In
the run game, he’s phenomenal.
He is a total football player. We
put him in on short yardage plays.
I’m even not afraid to give him
the ball. He reads his keys. He’s
smart.”

The Blue Devils did on occasion
use their “Aces in the Hole” by
moving Vall-Llobera, Elliott,
Dayon and Ortiz into the offense
for added support.

“Aces in the hole is fun. We
want to be the guys when the
game matters, we want to put it
on our shoulders,” Dayon said.

The game was not over yet.
Elizabeth tried again but Freer’s
sack of Taylor followed by an
incomplete pass gave the ball
back to Westfield at the Minute-
man 23. After two short running
plays, Shapiro completed a 19-
yard pass to Emmett Smith at
the two. Shapiro took a knee
three times to run out the clock.

“It really hasn’t sunk in yet. It’s
just an amazing feeling to make
it to MetLife for a third time in a
row. I love these guys. I know
they will fight for me. I fight for
them. I am really impressed with
the way the team has come to-
gether this year with the losses
we had from our senior class last
year,” McCauley said.

“I am holding back tears. It’s
your lifelong friends you are play-
ing with. Senior class, we set a
goal the whole time to get to
MetLife since PAL. We were go-
ing to bring this team back. It’s a
special moment,” Dayon ex-
pressed.

“It was my sophomore year
when we won the first time. The
next year preseason, no one had

us returning. Everyone counted
us out. We ended up going play-
ing Bridgewater, beating
Bridgewater. This year same
thing, even more so. Here we
are! Going back to MetLife play-
ing Bridgewater. I know we are
going to work all week in prac-
tice. I know we will be ready,”

Elliott added.
“It’s a great feeling just going

there. We are playing Bridgewater
again, so that’s going to be a
great game,” House said.

“Every single year since the
first one we went undefeated, we
had that thing about the winning
mentality to go undefeated again,

go back to MetLife. I think coach
really puts that in our heads. It’s
not the pressure that he puts on
us, it’s more of the pressure we
put on ourselves because we
know we are good enough to get
there,” McDaniel expressed.

“We start six sophomores. You
are supposed to lose a game for
each sophomore. That didn’t hap-
pen. These kids keep battling. The
seniors are a special group. They
got this refuse-to-lose thing going
and I am just jumping on board
with them,” Coach DeSarno said.

Elizabeth   0   0   6   0 6
Westfield   0   7   0   6 13
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MetLife it Is! Blue Devils Stop Minutemen in North 2, Group 5 Semifinal, 13-6

More photos next page
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MetLife it Is! Blue Devils Stop Minutemen in North 2, Group 5 Semifinal, 13-6
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MetLife it Is! Blue Devils Top Minutemen in Semifinals, 13-6 – by Charles Mulrooney
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MetLife it Is! Blue Devils Top Minutemen in Semifinals, 13-6 – by Charles Mulrooney
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MetLife it Is! Blue Devils Top Minutemen in Semifinals, 13-6 – by Charles Mulrooney
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MetLife it Is! Blue Devils Top Minutemen in N 2, Group Semi, 13-6 – by Laura Ortiz
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MetLife it Is! Blue Devils Top Minutemen in N 2, Group Semi, 13-6 – by Laura Ortiz
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* Cranford Cougar Soccer Girls Played With Quality, Finished Season 8-11-1 *

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader

More photos next page
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* Cranford Cougar Soccer Girls Played With Quality, Finished Season 8-11-1 *
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* Cranford Cougar Soccer Girls Played With Quality, Finished Season 8-11-1 *
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SPF Raider Boys Expereinced Rare Soccer Season, Finished with 11-11 Record
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** Westfield Lady Blue Devils Rolled With Strong Finish in Field Hockey **
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** Westfield Lady Blue Devils Rolled With Strong Finish in Field Hockey **
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** Westfield Lady Blue Devils Rolled With Strong Finish in Field Hockey **
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School for Special Needs
OK’d for Commerce Dr.

By REBECCA GLASSER-BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Cranford zon-
ing board of adjustment on Mon-
day granted Cornerstone Day
School a D variance to turn a
vacant location at 10-12 Com-
merce Drive into a school for
children with special needs. The
building, located in a commercial
zone where such a school is not
currently permitted, has been
vacant for two years.

Leonore Johnston, the execu-
tive director of Cornerstone Day
School, told the board that one of
the biggest reasons that the com-
pany is interested in this location
is due to the outdoor area, say-
ing it would be beneficial to their
cause. Cornerstone had six wit-
nesses speak on their behalf.

Allan Blau, the founder of Cor-
nerstone Day School, said they
were planning on using the first
and second floors for classrooms,
as well as therapy rooms. The
school would have grades 5
through 12, but the middle school
would be separate from the high
school. The goal for this program
is to prepare special needs stu-
dents for being integrated back
into their public school, which
takes approximately 18 to 22
months, according to Mr. Blau.

The applicant said they will not
make any adjustments to the
exterior of the building. How-
ever, they sought a variance to
create a barrier in the outdoor
area to protect the students from
noise from the nearby Garden
State Parkway. The applicant also
is to make changes to the inte-
rior of the building in order to
make it accessible to everyone.
They also have proposed a sec-
ond bathroom for students, as
well as an elevator to allow the
building to be accessible to all
students.

Traffic studies presented at the
meeting showed that ultimately
this proposed use will not impact
the moderate to low vehicular
traffic already occurring in the
area. Students will be dropped
off by buses from their local school
districts at 7:45 a.m.

According to the school’s
website, “Cornerstone accepts
students with significant psychi-
atric and emotional problems who
cannot function within a public
school setting.”

“Cornerstone Day School is the
only school in New Jersey that is
accredited academically and li-
censed to provide mental health
services,” the website states.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Superintendent
of Schools Teresa Quigley, Ed.D.,
alongside Lincoln School Princi-
pal Mary Emmons, presented the
PARCC (Partnership for Assess-
ment of Readiness for College
and Careers) year three results
for grades 3 through 8 at the
board of education meeting Tues-
day evening. The test is a federal
effort to standardize education.

Both Superintendent Quigley
and Ms. Emmons stated they
were pleased with the Lincoln
School students’ overall perfor-
mance. The superintendent said
a positive to standardize testing
is it allows students from differ-
ent states to develop the same
academic skill set. The “common
core standards” allow for chil-
dren who move to a new school
district or who eventually go to
college to have similar academic
proficiency, Ms. Quigley said.

The PARCC test uses a scoring
rubric categorizing a student’s
proficiency in mathematics and
English Language Arts/Literacy.
Each grade level is analyzed as
separate cohorts from year to
year as the “student’s growth
percentile” is observed. The
student’s growth percentile is
how each student is scoring from
year to year as well as each
cohort.

“Students typically get better
at the test as they go along. If the
student does go down, we re-
search and ask why,” Superin-
tendent Quigley said.

Students are categorized
amongst five performance lev-
els, from “Did Not Yet Meet Ex-
pectations” Level 1 to “Exceeded
Expectations” Level 5. Level 2
students are scored as “Partially
Met Expectations.” Level 3 stu-
dents are scored as “Approached

Expectations.” A student scoring
Level 4 has “Met Expectations.”

Except for grades 5 and 8, ev-
ery Lincoln School class sur-
passed the PARCC average and
all other New Jersey school dis-
tricts’ average in mathematics.
The seventh grades outper-
formed the PARCC average, but
tied with the state mathematics
average. Fifty percent of stu-
dents in grades 3, 4 and 6 have
scored as meeting expectations
or exceeding expectations. No
students in grades 5, 7 or 8
scored exceeding expectations
in mathematics.

The PARCC test results aver-
age “special-needs” students with
the overall grade cohort. The
superintendent said that to av-
erage test scores under these
guidelines is a bit deceptive, be-
cause it makes it harder for ad-
ministrators to identify what is
driving the results.

For instance, one-third of the
fifth grade class quantifies under
a disability guideline, Ms.
Emmons stated. Students with a
certified disability are allowed
extra time and must test under
special proctor in an isolated
environment, Ms. Quigley added.

However, 43 percent of grade 5
scored within the “meeting ex-
pectations” level in mathemat-
ics. For grades 3 through 8,
Garwood outperformed the
PARCC average for English Lan-
guage Arts/Literacy content area
(ELA). Grades 4, 6 and 7 all
outperformed the state average
(ELA). Grade 3 underperformed
the state average by one point
(ELA).

Superintendent Quigley and Ms.
Emmons stated they do not be-
lieve when New Jersey’s contract
with PARCC ends next year that
Governor-elect Phil Murphy will
reinstate the test. New Jersey
ranked third overall in general

public education out of all 50
states. Only nine of 25 states
that adopted the testing mea-
sure, including New Jersey, con-
tinue to use PARCC as a stan-
dardized measure.

“Mr. Murphy said he would
throw the test in the garbage if
he was elected,” Superintendent
Quigley said.

Changes in testing format and
standards makes tracking stu-
dent progress and consequently
improving classroom standards
difficult, Principal Emmons
stated.

“I think they did okay. I find it
rewarding to inspire students to
go out and learn something on
their own they don’t already
know,” said teacher Carol Del
Conte in summarizing her opin-
ions on the PARCC results and
how to create an impactful edu-
cational experience.

Superintendent Quigley said
she appreciates the students and
teachers for achieving standard-
ized testing proficiency and ex-
ceeding proficiency, but re-
minded the board Lincoln School
will never solely teach for any
test.

A well-rounded educational ex-
perience highlighting each
student’s individual gifts with
unique approaches is the aca-
demic environment Lincoln
School embodies, she stated.

Superentendent Quigley, Emmons Pleased
With PARCC Year 3 Test Results

Reading is Good For You
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Library to Present
iDiscover For Kids

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library will offer
“iDiscover Coding,” a monthly
introduction to computer pro-
gramming. Each class will ac-
quaint children with a coding
concept through the use of
fun, educational apps.

Students will create interac-
tive stories, animation and
even video games. Sessions
will be offered on Tuesday,
December 5, at 6:30 p.m. for
children in grades 1 to 3 and at
7:30 p.m. for those in grades 4
to 6.

Registration is required and
space is limited. This free pro-
gram is sponsored by a grant
from the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders. For a
list of other upcoming pro-
grams, visit the library Web
page at cranfordlibrary.org.
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Green Thumb Garden Club
Sets Annual Christmas Sale
CRANFORD — Cranford’s Green

Thumb Garden Club has an-
nounced that its 33rd Annual
Christmas Sale will take place on
Sunday, December 3, from 11
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. It will be held
at the Hanson House, located at
38 Springfield Avenue, Cranford.

The sale will feature fresh
wreathes adorned with exquisite
bows; little boxwood trees; fuzzy
little lamb’s ear trees, and one-
of-a-kind arrangements. Shop-
pers can decorate their front
porch with a festive porch pot.
These recent and very popular

offerings overflow with greenery
and say “Welcome!” to everyone
who approaches their front door.

Additionally, individuals will
have an opportunity to complete
their collection of the Landmark
Series, or to bring home a treat
or an original ornament.

Boxwood trees and porch pots
can be preordered up to Thurs-
day, November 30. For more in-
formation, call Ellen McHenry at
(908) 230-3302. This sale is an
important fundraiser to help
maintain and beautify Memorial
and 911 Parks in Cranford.

Trinity Church to Present
Breakfast With Santa

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 For-
est Avenue, Cranford, will offer
Breakfast with Santa on Satur-
day, December 2, from 8:30 a.m.
to noon, in Sherlock Hall.

Families are invited to join Santa
for a pancake breakfast and have
their children’s picture taken with
him. The event will feature fun
for the whole family, including a
gift basket raffle, 50/50 tickets,
the Cranford High School Madri-
gal Singers, wreaths and greens
sale, face painting and a children’s
book sale.

“It is a great event for the
whole family. Everybody has a
good time,” said Bonnie
Gentesse, Breakfast with Santa
event coordinator. “With close to
100 beautiful gift baskets, there
will be something for everyone
to bid on. There will also be a
special jewelry sale that will ben-
efit Food For The Poor that cares
for poor in Latin America.”

Breakfast is $6 per person; chil-
dren under age 3 may attend for
free. Photos with Santa are $7.

Everyone is welcome. For addi-
tional information, call (908) 276-
4047 or visit trinitycranford.org/.

Trinity Episcopal Church,
founded in 1872, is a faith-based
family church that welcomes all
people and strives to “know Christ
and to make him known through
faith, fellowship, and service.”

Sunday services, celebrated by
the Reverend Andy Kruger,
Trinity’s Priest-in-Charge, are at
8 a.m. and 10 a.m. In addition,
from Monday to Thursday, the
Daily Offices of Morning and
Evening Prayer are led by Father
Kruger in the Witherington Chapel
at 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m., respec-
tively. For more information
about Trinity, call (908) 276-
4047 or visit trinitycranford.org/
.

Trinity also provides Trinity
Episcopal Day School (TEDS), a
state-licensed facility serving
children from age 2½ through
kindergarten. More information
about TEDS is available by call-
ing (908) 276-2881 or visiting
tedscranford.org.

SANTA’S PALS...Families are invited to enjoy Breakfast with Santa on Satur-
day, December 2, from 8:30 a.m. to noon, at the Trinity Episcopal Church in
Cranford. The event will feature a pancake breakfast plus activities for the whole
family. Kate, Christian, Luke and Will Robinson are pictured with Santa.

Pancake Breakfast
On Tap This Sunday
GARWOOD — The Garwood Li-

ons Club will host its annual Pan-
cake Breakfast this Sunday, No-
vember 26, from 8 a.m. to noon.
As in past years, it will be held at
The Westwood in Garwood, lo-
cated at 438 North Avenue. Tick-
ets can be purchased at the door
for $7; children under age 6 may
attend for free.

All-you-can-eat pancakes, sau-
sage and bacon will be served
along with juice, coffee and tea.

This year marks the Garwood
Lions Club’s 88th year of service
to the community. The main mis-
sion of this international organi-
zation is to help the blind. Addi-
tionally, the Garwood Lions Club
sponsors many community
events, including the annual Hal-
loween Parade and Senior Citi-
zens’ Picnic.

The Garwood Lions Club also
provides selected Garwood stu-
dents graduating either eighth
grade or high school with scholar-
ships each year as well. Inter-
ested persons are invited to fol-
low the club on Facebook at
“Garwood Lions Club” for updates.

First Movie Night
Planned in Garwood
GARWOOD – Garwood’s Green

Team will present its first ever
Free Family Movie Night on Fri-
day, December 8 at 6:30 p.m. at
Lincoln School, 400 Second Av-
enue, in the all-purpose room.
The Green Team is excited to
partner with the Garwood PTA
for this event.

The movie is Over the Hedge, a
2006 movie about what happens
when woodland creatures wake
up from winter’s hibernation to
discover humans and more have
sprung up in the middle of their
home. Baked goods and water/
soda will be available for pur-
chase. Please follow the Garwood
Green Team Facebook as well as
Garwood PTA Facebook pages
for updates.

CHS Class of ‘54 Rearick
Honored by Univ. of Maine
CRANFORD – Daniel Rearick,

Cranford High School, Class of
1954, was inducted into the Uni-
versity of Maine Sports Hall of
Fame on September 8. In 1958
he set the UMaine mile run in 4
minutes, 13.9 in his final race for
the “Black Bears”. Mr. Rearick
was a member of three UMaine
cross-country teams which won
New England and Yankee Con-
ference titles 1955-1957. He
served as captain of the indoor
and outdoor track teams in his
senior year.

After graduation, with degrees
in Civil Engineering and Mechani-
cal Engineering, Mr. Rearick served
in the military for eight years and
competed for the Air Force team
and added steeplechase and mara-

thons to his list of accomplish-
ments. Following that he went on
to earn a Master’s Degree in the
Physiology of Exercise at Spring-
field University in 1973. A life-long
runner, he continued to compete
into the early years of the 2010
decade. He ran in 25 marathons,
including the hundredth Boston
Marathon in 1996.

At Cranford High School, Mr.
Rearick ran indoor and outdoor
track and cross-country with out-
standing performances for the
championship teams coached by
J. Seth Weekly.

Danny and wife Nancy reside in
New Brunswick, Canada. They
are parents of Peter Rearick and
Celinda Rearick-Crandall and
have three grandchildren.
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Cranford Chamber Reveals
Holiday Festivities For All

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Chamber of Commerce has an-
nounced its upcoming holiday
events for November, which in-
clude a full day of activities on
Friday, November 24, begin-
ning at 11 a.m. with the Girl
Scout Daisies, Brownies, Jun-
iors, Cadettes, Seniors and Am-
bassadors decorating the
Christmas tree located in
Mayor’s Park at the corner of
Springfield and North Union Av-
enues.

Afternoon events will begin at 1
p.m. with a face painter and bal-
loon maker sponsored by New
Jersey Family Medical; moon walk
sponsored by Arnold’s Pest Con-
trol, and a horse-drawn wagon
ride sponsored by St. Michael
Church, which will be located in
Parking Lot No. 7 on Miln Street.
These events will run until 4 p.m.
The Cranford Jaycees will pro-
vide hot chocolate.

At 4 p.m., the Celebration Sing-
ers will perform on the stage

located by the Christmas tree at
North Union and Springfield Av-
enues, followed by the High
School Madrigals and the Brass
Ensemble at 5 p.m. Santa will
arrive for the lighting of the town-
ship tree at 6 p.m., escorted by
the Cranford Fire Department.

Chamber representatives will
be available to take photos of
children with Santa for a price of
$3, and each child will receive a
candy cane from Santa. In addi-
tion, each family will receive a
“Small Business Saturday” can-
vas bag filled with information
and valuable coupons from many
local businesses in Cranford.

Santa’s mailbox will be inside
the Post Office from November
24 to December 18. Santa let-
ters must have a return address,
as Santa replies to each letter
received.

The Cranford Chamber of Com-
merce expressed appreciation to
its sponsors and local businesses
for their valued support.

COAH Blight; Garwood Is
Experiencing This First Hand

The following is an issue, two
examples and a warning to all
towns of our state to be wary on
COAH applications. The Fair
Share housing mandates out of
the NJ Superior Court and with
abetting by the Legislature is
actually accelerating the high-
density development into a death
spiral for each town’s residents
of the state, but a boon to devel-
opers and the existing land own-
ers who are selling to them. We
include the legislators who are
receiving tens of thousands of
dollars of campaign donations
from these developers as re-
ported by the ELEC website. Al-
ways be suspicious when it comes
to politicians, land and builders
because that’s where a lot of
money can be found. Our
Garwood has two good examples
of how developers and landown-
ers are enriching themselves
while placing undue high density
on the backs of the boro, while
our politicians turn a blind eye
toward it all. We are finding that
the developer is paying exces-
sive amounts of money over the
land value of the properties and
then demanding higher-density
projects to cover this excess while
saying they can satisfy the COAH.

Garwood has a blighted factory
complex on South Avenue on
five acres of land. This land is
also found to have serious con-
tamination. A figure of $5 million
in remediation costs have been
estimated to clean this land. Since
its fallow land, it is a good target
to clean and build a project to
satisfy some COAH obligations.
This works out that Hazmat costs
per acre is around $1 million.
Normally we find clean undis-
turbed land in this area is ap-
praised between $800,000 and
$1.2 million/acre. No one would

buy land at $1 million/acre then
turn around and spend another
$1 million to clean it up for a
grand total of $2 million. With
such Hazmat liability, the prop-
erty should go for at most maybe
$200,000/acre since impaired.
However, in a presentation by
the developer, he confirmed just
that, they bought the land as-is
for $1 million/acre and are now
paying another $1mil./acre to
clean it up. He outrageously over-
paid.

However, into this process steps
the Garwood Planning board and
the Garwood Council, who is sup-
posed to represent the Boro of
Garwood facing the COAH obli-
gations. Since the developer
overpaid by at least twice for the
property, the planning board dis-
missed protecting our boro and
agreed with the developer to build
an accelerated high-density
project to offset his excessive
purchase costs and also allowed
the COAH percent to drop from
our area’s normal 15 to 20 per-
cent down to 10 percent. This
works out to an astronomical
density of 60 units/acre. The
excessive land cost impacts the
total project costs, the extra
bonding costs and the other pro-
rated project costs are so that it
dictated the accelerated higher
number of residential units were
needed. Without proper delib-
eration and critical thought, our
boro entities exacerbated the
situation by not vetting out all
the developer’s numbers, despite
the ongoing outcry from the resi-
dents to do so.

Another example is a second
project now on the table in
Garwood. We again find the de-
veloper overpaying for portions
of the land to build the high-
density project. Part of this new

project’s two acres are two lots
50x100 that have a minor drive-
in bank kiosk on the property.
Normal buildable lots in Garwood
run around $200,000, maybe
$225,000 tops. However, the
developer paid $675,000 for
these two lots, which is $338,000
per lot, 50 percent more. Thus,
the plan the developer now puts
forward is for 52 townhouse units,
each 2,800 sq. ft. and many of
them three bedrooms. This
project proposes eight units of
COAH. This is now in review with
our boro’s govt. entities.
Throughout these projects, we
hear nothing but the Planning
Board and Council saying their
hands are tied, they are afraid of
a lawsuit and have to move for-
ward, and “they are getting the
best possible deal.” This is the
alibi for poor deliberation and
analysis.

We put these examples for-
ward to the other town councils
and planning boards, to note that
developers have found a loop-
hole provided by the COAH man-
dates to pay excessive amounts
of money for property and then
pass that liability onto the towns
by way of overly high-density
projects under cover of COAH
obligations. If the developer
wants to overpay, he takes on
this liability, not the towns. These
unfortunate Garwood failures
should now give ample heed to
others.

The imperative suggestion
moving forward is that towns
must retrieve the developers’
financials ASAP and see what
they are paying for the targeted
property. And, the towns should
get an appraisal to assure devel-
opers are just not paying excess
money to existing landowners to
motivate them to sell. The COAH
projects can increase the land
value more than it should with-
out diligence from the govt. bod-
ies protecting the towns.
Garwood is unfortunately expe-
riencing this first hand.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Local Letters to the Editor

FESTIVE GREEN...The Green Thumb Garden Club of Cranford invites all to
attend its 33rd Annual Christmas Sale on Sunday, December 3, from 11 a.m. to
3:30 p.m., at the Hanson House in Cranford. A variety of holiday décor will be
featured, such as items pictured on the boutique table above. Proceeds from the
sale benefit Memorial and 9/11 Parks in Cranford.
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By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Each year Lincoln
School eighth graders all partici-
pate in a requisite “theatrical per-
formance”. The class performed
Disney’s High School Musical Jr.
on Friday and Saturday night. The
production included a variety of
solos and duets by the leads.
However, all students were in-
volved in acting, singing, and
dancing throughout, making the
production a valuable curriculum
experience.

The storyline details a budding
friendship between Troy Bolton,
played by Leo DeSantis and high
school newcomer Gabriella
Montez, played by Karla Morales
on Friday night and Alyssa
Domingues on Saturday night.

Mr. DeSantis’ performance help
set the tone on both nights as he
jumped into dance routines while
leading solos with a seasoned re-
sponsibility. Ms. Morales’s viva-
cious personality shined through
as she opposed oppressing peers
and exhibited confidence on be-
ing her own person. The same
confidence appeared equal to her
singing abilities when she jumped
on the lunch table in a group song
and dance number as Martha Cox
on Saturday night.

Ms. Domingues’s voice as
Gabriella on Saturday night when
singing duets with Troy was so
resounding it was eerie to think
the performance was coming from
a middle school student.

The characters find friendship
while pursuing each other and a
role in the high school musical.
Troy is a basketball player and
Gabriella is a newcomer, so
Gabriella is a perceived outsider in
the social hierarchy. Similar to Troy,
Gabriella is a “brainiac” education
decathalon team competitor based
on her interests not a “musical kid”

Troy is a basketball player whose
father is the school’s basketball
coach, Coach Bolton, played by
Joseph Carney. Mr. Carney did an

excellent justice to the Coach
Bolton character. Mr. Carney em-
bodied the try hard, self-centered
and focused coach.

Mr. Carney played a coach whose
primary focus is winning at all
cost and his blind to his own sons
desire to give singing a try in the
school musical. Mr. Carney stated
his experience as a basketball
player in real life allowed acting
as a coach to come naturally and
is a part he really enjoyed.

Coach Bolton’s rival is the eccen-
tric theatre arts teacher Ms.
Darbus, played by Raina Ridente.
Ms. Darbus is a theatre arts teacher
opposed to student athletes, but
equally ignorant to the possibility
athletes could be singers. Ms.
Ridente was infused in adult char-
acter, a difficult task performed
with a grace that made it look
seamless or completely believable.
One would forget the student was
not an actual theatre arts teacher
as she was delivering her lines.

Ms. Ridente opposed Mr. Carney
in a shouting match with a realis-
tic dualism in which both “teach-
ers” fought to prove “their stu-
dents or interests” were more
important.

Each scene was progressed
through song and dance setting the
tone for how the student’s percep-
tions are changing or what the stu-
dents are feeling at a given mo-
ment. Comedic interludes were pro-
vided with an entertaining accent by
Jonah Bilyeu as “student morning
announcement man”, Jack Scott.

Ryan Evans, played by Christo-
pher O’ Reilly and Sharpay Evans
by Madison Tabares and Elizabeth
Dustin were “peer foils” to Troy
and Gabriella’s relationship and
ability to be their own person.

If best dancer or most enthused
while choreographed was an
award. Mr. O’Reilly would win
hands down. Mr. O’Reilly was very
well composed with dance maneu-
vers, showing no shyness, his com-
fort with the stage was apparent.

Ms. Tabares and Ms. Dustin are
“really good friends” in real life

and described practicing their lines
“a lot”. On interchanging nights,
Ms. Tabares and Ms. Dustin both
played Sharpay Evans a self-ab-
sorbed character who wants to be
the best at everything and wants
Troy’s affection at all cost.

On inter-changing nights both
Ms. Tabares and Ms. Dustin suc-
cessfully played the supportive
and considerate Taylor McKessie
who the opposite of Sharpee.

From the gymnastic cheerlead-
ers, to group songs, constant set
changes, and the general amount
of moving parts the production
had. The entire eighth grade did a
tremendous job making the per-
formance worthwhile.

OPERATION GRATITUDE...Calvary Nursery School and Child Care in Cranford
again participated in the annual Operation Gratitude candy collection with the support
of their staff, families and students. The program teaches children the value of giving
back by donating their excess Halloween Candy, in support of deployed U.S. Troops and
First Responders serving here at home. Along with their handwritten letters and cards
the children packaged candy, toothbrushes and toothpaste for their heroes. The
Cranford Jaycees generously covered the cost of shipping the items. For more informa-
tion about Calvary School call (908) 272-3962 or email calvarynscc@verizon.net.

8th Graders Wow in High School Musical Jr.

Wine Tasting Planned by
Edu. Foundation of Garwood
GARWOOD – The Education

Foundation of Garwood (EFG)
announces its second annual
Night at Rosie’s Wine Tasting,
which will take place on Wednes-
day, December 6 from 7 p.m. to
9 p.m. at Rosie’s Wine Bar, 514
North Avenue, Garwood. Tick-
ets are $30 each and can be
purchased in advance or at the
door that night. Ticket price
includes four-pours and appe-
tizers.

For advanced tickets, visit the
Garwood Library or Lincoln School
or contact EFG President Sara
Todisco at (908) 377-7890 or
saramtodisco@gmail.com. Pro-
ceeds will go to scholarships for
eighth grade and high school stu-
dents as well as grants for edu-

cators. To date, the EFG has
given out over $50,000 in the
last 13 years. Last year's wine
tasting raised over $1,500.

Friday Senior Club
Slates Casino Trips

CRANFORD — The Friday Se-
nior Club of Cranford sponsors a
trip the second Wednesday of
the month to Resorts Casino at
Atlantic City. The next trip is
scheduled for December 13. The
cost is $30.

Additionally, the club will spon-
sor a trip to the Sands Casino in
Bethlehem, Pa., on Tuesday, No-
vember 28. For information and
reservations regarding either trip,
call Helen at (908) 654-1236.

Cranford Rec. to Begin
Winter Registration

CRANFORD — The Cranford Rec-
reation and Parks Department has
announced that registration for its
Winter 2017 programs will start at
9 a.m. on Tuesday, December 5.
The department strongly encour-
ages that registration for all classes
be done online by visiting
register.communitypass.net/
cranford.

Online registration will enable
individuals to register 24 hours a
day, seven days a week; to make
payment by credit card and to
receive the latest program up-
dates as they occur through their
account. If needing assistance to
register online, visit the recre-
ation department at 220 Walnut
Avenue or call (908) 709-7283.

Details of classes can be found in
the brochure that was mailed to all
Cranford residents, as well as on the
website cranfordnj.org/recreation-
parks. Interested persons also may
find new classes not listed in the
brochure on the Cranford Recre-
ation and Parks Department’s
Facebook page at facebook.com/
CranfordRecreationAndParks.

Anyone with questions or requir-
ing additional information may call
the Cranford Recreation and Parks
Department at (908) 709-7283.


