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GARWOOD — After reviewing
the planning board’s commentary
on the South Avenue redevelop-
ment plan, known as Russo Devel-
opment II, the borough council on
Tuesday night decided to table an
ordinance related to the plan. The
property has been designated for
52 stacked town homes.

Tabling the ordinance enables
further review and discussion,
allowing for possible changes to
be made to the redevelopment
plan before a new ordinance is
approved.

Mayor Charles Lombardo said
he wanted the council to table
the redevelopment plan until fur-
ther revisions are made. He said
his decision was based on three
major issue categories uncov-
ered by the planning board’s re-
view: the number of three-bed-
room units or density, parking or
the amount of private parking
available, and the need for fiscal
and traffic impact studies.

The decision to detail a suc-
cessful redevelopment plan for
the borough’s best interest comes
with a pressing time schedule,
according to Borough Attorney
Robert Renaud.

The borough had 60 days from
October 30 to draft a redevelop-
ment plan. The redevelopment
plan must be adopted within 120
days as per affordable-housing
compliance rules.

The council agreed to add a
third meeting to the December
meeting schedule to discuss the
redevelopment plan, as suggested
by Councilman Joseph Sarno.

“As many things that have been
done, the borough was provided
with another checklist (as per
affordable-housing redevelop-
ment compliance) that has to be
done in a short period of time,”
Mr. Renaud said.

Mr. Renaud said at the October
30 court hearing that the bor-
ough was “patted on the back”

for all the activities completed to
remain compliant with the af-
fordable-housing settlement. The
borough’s next hearing is Mon-
day, March 12, 2018.

“I understand that there are
time constraints to review and
update the Phase 2 plan, but
given the most recent court-
granted time extension, there is
time to make requisite changes
to this plan before it is adopted,”
Mayor Lombardo said.

Mayor Lombardo said he does
not want to see a plan just put in
place to remain compliant, but
the “right plan” for Garwood resi-
dents.

Council President Sara Todisco,
when proposing to table the rede-
velopment plan, said, “it would be
wise” for the borough’s hired re-

education, at Orange Avenue
School, effective November 14.

Cranford resident Mark Zucker
stood to address the board in
regards to his granddaughter, a
first-grade student in the dis-
trict, and her math homework.
Mr. Zucker relayed that in trying
to aid his granddaughter with
her homework, he “knew the an-
swer,” but what he could not
relay was the “concept” of how it
was taught.

“I’m asking the board to con-
sider if not this year, in the fu-
ture, to do a little workshop for
parents and grandparents to
learn the concept of how to assist
in subjects like math,” Mr. Zucker
commented to the board.

Board member Maria Loikith
relayed that these sessions were
going on in different schools, but
it may not have been properly
publicized.

Mr. Petschow assured Mr.
Zucker the board would work on
communicating when those ses-
sions would be held.

The board recognized and hon-
ored veterans Jim Darcy, Jay
Boxwell, Jim Silkenson (not
present), Drew Burns, Lee
Blough, Jerry Krov, Frank Drohas
and Joe Delgrippo for “their con-
tributions and efforts in serving
our country and ensuring our
freedom and peace.”

The board created a resolution
in which it made evident that
Cranford as a district endorses the
observance of Veterans’ Educa-
tion Awareness Week, November
13 to 17, 2017, “as a way to honor
our veterans” and to remind young
people in the community “of the
strong principles upon which the
nation was founded.”

The next board meeting will be
held on Monday, November 27.

development financial advisor,
Acacia Financial Group, to review
the project’s financial statements.

“We never received the
financials,” said Mr. Sarno, in com-
menting on Russo Development’s
profit margins regarding the af-
fordable-housing units needed to
keep the borough compliant ver-
sus extra units proposed by the
developer for profit.

Mr. Sarno said the developer
needs to justify why there is a 50-
percent three-bedroom unit mix
proposed for the development.
“Four separate buildings have
been proposed,” Mr. Sarno said.

Mr. Sarno said the proposed
current unit layout in a four sepa-
rate building format may not be
what is best for the borough’s
aesthetic or desired downtown.

He said the development’s im-
pact on the student population,
the lack of a storm water man-
agement system, aesthetically
unappealing chain-link fences,
entrances and exits to the units
from a traffic feasibility perspec-
tive, the impact on public park-
ing, and the actual size for each
of the 130 total units proposed
were some concerns noted by
planning board members.

An affordable-housing liaison
position will have to be filled by a
paid professional at the borough’s
expense as per state mandate.
Ms. Todisco said the position is
another unfunded state mandate
the borough has to shoulder the
cost for and that the borough can
be punished if it does not provide
for the position.

“We’re not paying for any of this,
correct?” Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro asked in stating that she
believes the developer should have
to pay for the position.

The borough will have to as-
sume the cost until fees are re-
couped or collected from the
operating development, said Mr.
Renaud, explaining the devel-
oper only pays fees when the
development opens, but not the
conceptual phase.

In other business, planning
board member Bill Nierstedt
spoke of the need to raise aware-
ness for Ewing sarcoma. Mr.
Nierstedt’s nephew, Colin, passed
away in his teens from the condi-
tion. Ewing sarcoma is most
prevalent in teenagers.

Mr. Nierstedt announced that
the third annual Turkey Trot, spon-
sored by The Friends of Colin, will
be held at Unami Park on Friday,
November 24. The 5K event will
start at 10 a.m. Registration will
begin at 8:30 a.m. for people
waiting to register late. Interested
persons can visit friendsofcolin.org
to register now and find out how to
participate. The walk raises aware-
ness and funding for research on
Ewing sarcoma.
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Cranford Girl Scout Creates
Program For Tutoring Kids
CRANFORD — A free drop-in

tutoring program is being offered
at the Cranford Public Library for
students in kindergarten through
fifth grade. This program has been
created by Cranford Girl Scout
Julia Lachenauer as her Gold
Award project. The Gold Award is
the highest award a Girl Scout
can attain.

Parents can bring their children
to the library on Wednesdays,
from 4 to 5:30 p.m., for free
academic tutoring in any subject
by local high-school students.
Tutoring is done on the first floor,
near the magazine rack. Parents
do not need to sign up to bring
their children. However, they
should bring any homework,
books or other materials that
would be useful for tutoring.

High-school students also can
sign up to be tutors, and get
community service hours for par-
ticipating, as well as valuable
experience working with children.

This program is designed to ben-
efit elementary-school children
and their parents, as well as
high-school students.

According to Julia, this initia-
tive has helped many children
with their schoolwork, and their
parents have expressed satis-
faction with the program.

The program is looking to expand
the number of children being tu-
tored. The Cranford Public Library
is located at 224 Walnut Avenue.
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