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Planning Board Critical of
Redevelopment Ordinance

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At Wednesday’s
planning board meeting, board
members provided “critical com-
mentary” after reviewing the
South Avenue redevelopment
plan ordinance. The ordinance
approving the South Avenue
(Casale/Petro site) redevelop-
ment plan was sent by the coun-
cil for planning board review be-
fore adoption. The board’s con-
sensus is the plan should not be
adopted “as is” by the council at
its next meeting.

“The plan is purely for the ap-
plicant (Russo Development).
Russo can do better than this. I
don’t see how the borough is
benefiting from this plan,” said
planning board member Bill
Nierstedt, a former borough
councilman.

At the next council meeting,
the planning board’s redevelop-
ment plan commentary will be
interpreted.

“My hope is council takes the
advice and commentary from the
planning board seriously. They
scrap this plan for Russo II with
the recommendations from the
planning board,” said board
member Joseph Sarno, a mem-
ber of the borough council.

The council can approve the
ordinance “as is” or utilize the
planning board’s commentary to
ask Russo development to an-
swer board members’ questions
and concerns with a revised re-
development plan.

“The most significant redevel-
opment plan aspect the planning
board and myself has a problem
with is the number of three-bed-
room units. Twenty-six, three-
bedroom units were proposed in
this plan,” Mr. Sarno said.

Board member Kathleen
Villaggio said she found this num-

ber to be “high” and “not eco-
nomically feasible for Garwood.”

“I saw nothing in the affordable-
housing settlement plan address-
ing a need for 26, three-bedroom
units. Everything in the court rul-

ing addresses the affordable-unit
numbers,” said Ms. Villaggio.

Mr. Nierstedt said he believes
the units will have an impact on
the school system, the prevail-
ing assumptions being a three-
bedroom unit can fit a family
while single units are marketed
towards “millennial” commuters.

“I do not understand how they
will fit these units. We were not
given an official size for each unit
at this point,” Mr. Nierstedt said.
He said the redevelopment plan
does not mention retaining or
displacing storm water nor ad-
dresses possible traffic issues.

Planning Board Chairman
Stephen Greet said he believes
input should be provided on why
no indication or need for elevators
has been addressed in the plan.

“We’re talking 52 units and no
elevators,” Mr. Greet said.

 Board member Gene Jannotti
said he does not understand how
when developing 52 additional
units and considering 26 three-
bedroom units no green or open
space was allotted.

The plan’s mention of vinyl sid-
ing drew criticism as the board
has disallowed vinyl siding from
residences in the borough, ac-
cording to Mr. Jannotti.

“I don’t like it. This is not what
we are used to. No drawings
have been provided showing me
what a stacked townhome is or
will look like,” said Mr. Jannotti,
saying the redevelopment plans
lack transparency in depicting
what will actually be built at the
site.

Mr. Jannotti said the plan was
dissimilar to even residential
homeowners seeking variances
who provide what their struc-
tural changes will look like when
completed.

Mayor Charles Lombardo said

Birchwood Redevelopment
To Have 225 Units, 3 Bldgs.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Once an office
use, 215-235 Birchwood Avenue
is planned to become a residen-
tial use with three, four-story
apartment buildings, according
to a redevelopment plan pre-
sented to the township commit-
tee and introduced on first read-
ing Monday by the township com-
mittee.

The redevelopment plan lays
out an inclusionary, multi-family
residential development consist-
ing of 225 apartments, 34 of
which are affordable, and spread
amongst three separate build-
ings. It is to be built by Birchwood
Developers Associates, LLC, aka
Garden Communities.

The plan is subject to approval
by state Superior Court in Eliza-
beth, for an amendment of the
township’s current affordable-
housing obligations set forth in
the Court Order dated December

9, 2011 and the Judgment of
Compliance and Repose dated
March 22, 2013, as stated in the
redevelopment plan.

The court records say that in
2011 the township has a short-
age of 54 affordable units in its
prior round obligation, and in
2013 the township has an indig-
enous need of 55 units, and 138
units in the prior round. The 55
units were to be fulfilled with the
previous development plan by
Cranford Development Associ-
ates (CDA), which had won a
builder’s remedy lawsuit against
the township. The committee has
until the end of next year to fulfill
its affordable-housing obligation
and retain immunity from
builder’s remedy lawsuits.

The inclusionary, multi-family
affordable-housing component of
15 percent, as negotiated with
the developer, is made up of very
low income, 13 percent or five

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
FIFTY YEARS IN CRANFORD...Perrotti's was honored Monday by the
Cranford Township Committee Monday for being in business in Cranford for 50
years. Pictured, from left to right, are:  Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.,  DMC
member Barry O'Donovan, Jim Capodice, Nick Perrotti, and Dave Perrotti, Jr.

Todisco, McCormack
Winners After

Provisional Votes
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Union County
Board of Elections has projected
Councilwoman Sara Todisco, a
Democrat, and Richard
McCormack, a Republican, the
uncertified winners in last
Tuesday’s council election fol-
lowing the counting of 17 provi-
sional ballots. The results are not
“official” until certified by County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi.

Mr. McCormack defeated Russ
Graham, a Democrat, by six total
votes after provisional votes were
counted by the Union County
Clerk’s Office.

Ms. Todisco, who serves as
council president, garnered a
total of 719 votes, or 26.18 per-
cent of the total vote, followed by
Mr. McCormack, who received
685 votes, or 24.95 percent of
the total vote. Mr. Graham fin-
ished third with 679 votes, or
24.73 percent of the vote, fol-
lowed by Republican Michael
Collings, who garnered 659 votes,
or 24 percent of the vote.

The provisional vote count was
led by Ms. Todisco, with 32.26
percent, or 10 votes. Mr. Gra-
ham received nine votes, or 29.03
percent of the total provisional
vote, with Mr. McCormack and
Mr. Collings each obtaining six
votes, or 19.35 percent of the
total provisional vote. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGECONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE




