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l'ennemi du journaliste

VALL-LLOBERA TWO TDS; ELLIOTT (INT)& LEVY FUMBLE RECOVERY; ORTIZ 13 TACKLES

Blue Devils Hold Back Ridge’s Running in Grid Section, 17-10
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fullback RJ Milligan proved to
be a difficult individual to bring
down but the Westfield High
School Blue Devils, who bent
somewhat, did not break and
created some key turnovers to
emerge with a 17-10 victory over
the eighth-seeded Ridge Red
Devils in the first round of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 5
playoffs at Gary Kehler Stadium
in Westfield on Veterans’ Day
(11th hour of the 11th day of the
11th month).

The top-seeded, 9-0 Blue Dev-
ils recovered a pair of fumbles
and stopped a fake punt maneu-
ver, which set up all three of their
scores, added a key touchdown-
preventing tackle then sealed the
victory with an interception late
in the fourth quarter to advance
to the semifinal round on No-
vember 18 at 1 p.m. to host the
fifth-seeded Elizabeth Minute-
men, who defeated fourth-seeded
East Orange, 26-7.

The Red Devils relying almost
exclusively on a running game
chewed up 187 yards on 35 car-

ries and Milligan was responsible
for 171 of them, including a three-
yard touchdown (TD) run and a
41-yard sprint that was cut short
of being another TD thanks to a
saving tackle by defensive back
Jordan Simpson. Quarterback
Wesley Hudkins passed only twice
in the first half but needed to go
to the air often in the final min-
utes of the game and finished
with two receptions in 11 at-
tempts for 33 yards, which in-
cluded the victory-sealing inter-
ception by co-captain/linebacker
Shea Elliott.

“I know he’s hard to take down.
He ran really well,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Jim DeSarno said.
“They had a good scheme for us

on offense and defense. They
came out with a defense they
haven’t run all year. It took some
time to get adjusted to it then in
the second have we were moving
the ball.”

The Blue Devils were no strang-
ers to the ground game either.
Sophomore running back Tim
Alliegro carried 17 times for 91
yards, senior Juandre House car-
ried 12 times for 43 yards and
quarterback Hank Shapiro, who
was sacked four times in the first
half, finished with 18 positive
yards. Shapiro did take to the air
13 times, completing nine for
101 yards. Colin Freer had four
receptions for 43 yards, Tommy
Norris had two receptions for 30
yards, Stevie Barden had a nine-
yard reception and Emmett Smith
had two receptions for 19 yards.

The “aces in the hole”, how-
ever, were senior defensive end
Jake Vall-Llobera and company.
When the situation presented it-
self, Vall-Llobera would shift to
the offense and take some snaps.
Three other primarily defensive
players, Drew Ortiz (13 tackles),
and co-captains Elliott and Jacob
Dayon were inserted for blocking
to assist co-captain John
McCauley and the rest of the
offensive line. It paid off as Vall-
Llobera carried eight times for
31 yards, including TD runs of six
yards and two yards.

The Red Devils’ defense pre-
sented its determination early.
After delivering a six-yard sack
to Shapiro, the Blue Devils were
forced to punt and it was blocked.
Ridge took over at the Westfield

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE




