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Featuring local children as 
“Rahway Community Mice”

Saturday, November 18 at 2 p.m.
Sunday, November 19 at 1 p.m.

Union County Performing Arts Center
Rahway, NJ

Tickets: ucpac.org | 732.499.8226
- Sensory-Friendly performance

Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor  
Cell: (908) 413-0040  
Email: josie@wardrealtygroup.com

James Ward - Realtor 
Cell: 908.482.2450  

John Ward - Realtor
Cell: 908.425.6947    

Don’t let the burdens of selling your existing home and dealing with the move keep you from enjoying your new lifestyle 
at The Savannah. WE’RE HERE TO HELP.  We’ve assisted many of our homebuyers with all aspects of their move. 

BROKERS
WELCOME

             Located in Downtown Westfield

C O N D O M I N I U M  R E S I D E N C E S

Christmas Classic Nutcracker
Comes to Rahway’s UCPAC

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – It’s a tradition at Christ-
mas. Parents take their children to see it
each year, older couples put it on their
calendar as a “must see” for the season
and ballet classes get their group tickets
before it’s sold-out. This year, Union
County residents don’t have to wait
long or go far to see the iconic Nut-
cracker. The American Repertory Bal-
let (ARB), New Jersey’s premier pro-
fessional ballet company, presents two
performances of Nutcracker locally at
the main stage of the historic Union
County Performing Arts Center
(UCPAC) in Rahway on Saturday,
November 18 at 2 p.m. and Sunday,
November 19 at 1 p.m. This season
marks the 54th year the ballet company
presenting this classic holiday ballet.

Six area children have been selected
to be a part of the production as “Com-
munity Mice”: Makayla Addisyn Slater,
Raquelle Reinoso and Hailey Lynn
Gatling, students at Madison Elemen-
tary School; Mia Pravia, a student at
Roosevelt Elementary School; as well
as Sophia Kendall Douglas and Zoe
Collins-Murphy, students at Grover
Cleveland Elementary School.

 “The American Nutcracker is our
annual celebration of family and com-
munity, of childhood and fantasy, hope
and joy,” says Douglas Martin, Artistic
Director of ARB. “We are thrilled to be
bringing it to various audiences through-
out New Jersey. The piece brings us
together to slow down the hectic pace
of our daily routines and to help us
focus on what really matters - family
and community.”

On November 19, ARB presents a
sensory-friendly production of Nut-
cracker. This abridged, one-hour per-
formance is especially attuned for chil-
dren and adults with special needs. In a
phone interview with The Westfield
Leader and the Scotch Plains/Fanwood

Times, Mr. Martin explained the con-
cessions that will be made to accommo-
date those needs. “We follow specific
guidelines of not making the theatre
completely dark, not using flashing
lights or crashes, gunshots or cannons
that would startle our guests. We are
grateful to the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders who are helping
fund this performance as part of their
U.C. Sensory-Friendly Theatre series.”

Tchaikovsky’s score has become one
of the most famous compositions rec-
ognized by ballet enthusiasts and nov-
ices alike. The ballet is based on the
story, The Nutcracker and the King of
Mice written by E.T.A. Hoffman in
which a German girl dreams of a Nut-
cracker Prince who rages a fierce battle
against a Mouse King. The ballet’s
choreography has morphed over the
years but basically follows the original
plotline and choreography. According
to Mr. Martin, the American Repertory
Ballet has produced this ballet since
1964. It is a tradition for not only ador-
ing audiences, but also for members in
the production. Sherry Alban, one of
the smallest mice that first year made
her debut with ARB.  “Over the last five
decades, as she grew up, Sherry played
different roles,” Mr. Martin said, “and

today, this woman who is a professor of
dance at Rutgers University, still par-
ticipates in our yearly production.”

The ballet’s story opens on Christ-
mas Eve in the home of a family and
their friends gathering around a gigan-
tic Christmas tree. The daughter, Clara,
receives a beautiful Nutcracker that
becomes the hit of the party. After the
guests leave, the magical aspect of the
ballet takes flight with toy soldiers, the
Nutcracker and the Mouse King com-
ing to life. In this dream portion, the
Nutcracker turns into a Prince and takes
Clara on a journey to the Land of Snow
and then shows her the Land of Sweets.
A celebration of dances follows only to
have Clara awaken from her dream to
find all is well.

Of the lovely fantasy, Mr. Martin
says, “This is a chance for young danc-
ers to perform on stage with profes-
sional dancers of American Repertory
Ballet. It is an experience they will
hopefully never forget.”

For tickets to the Nutcracker at the
Union County Performing Arts Center
performances in Rahway, call (732)
499-8226 or visit the website at
ucpac.org. Tickets also may be pur-
chased at the door at the 1601 Irving
Street location in Rahway.

LITTLEST MICE...For  the upcoming production of the Nutcracker at the Union
Country Performing Arts Center in Rahway, area children auditioned and have
been selected to perform at the performances on Saturday and Sunday, November
18 and 19.

Westfield High School Presents
The Man Who Came to Dinner

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School (WHS) Theatre Department is
proud to present The Man Who Came
to Dinner on Thursday, November 16,
Friday, November 17 and Saturday,
November 18.

The three-act comedy, written in 1939
by George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart,
has long been acknowledged as one of
the funniest plays ever written.

The Man Who Came to Dinner takes
place during Christmas at the Ohio
home of wealthy industrialist Ernest W.
Stanley (Nicolas Guerriero). When a
freak accident on the Stanley’s door-
step lands dinner guest and loud-
mouthed, venomous, witty theater critic/
radio personality Sheridan Whiteside
(Julian Mazzola) in a wheelchair, he
becomes stranded, along with his faith-
ful secretary, Maggie Cutler (Kimmi
Zimmermann). Hysteria ensues as
Whiteside exerts his reign of terror,
monopolizing the house with his bi-
zarre guests, including paroled con-
victs and Hollywood friends who bring
their eccentric holiday gifts ranging
from cockroaches, to penguins and even
an octopus.

The play is based on an incident with
the writers’ real-life friend, radio per-
sonality Alexander Woollcott, upon
whom they based the lead character.

Other featured cast include: Emma
Shakal as Mrs. Stanley, Ethan Manning
as Richard Stanley, Abby Rothenberg
as June Stanley, Abbie Painter as Harriet
Stanley, Abigail Connolly as Miss Preen,
Maggie Bergin as Joan, Lauren Singer
as Sarah, Charlotte Fountain-Jardim as

Lorraine Sheldon, and Matthew
Meixner as Bert Jefferson. Additional
cast members include: Olivia Ebel,
Katie Ceraso, Julia Salvato, Lily Paone,
Noah Lipkind, Gianni Pizzi, Daniel
Howard, Anthony Butera, Vincent
Mora, Finn McGurn, Jack Cerria,
Connor Abrams, Remi Shendell, Emma
Herber, Alexandra Sica, Liz Rosenberg,
Christina Arida, Jessie Karlin, Talia
McRoberts, Sophia Rossetti, Sophie
Tananbaum, McKenzie Waddell, Noah
Plotkin, Sean Marner.

In addition to the on-stage talent,
WHS students play a large role be-
hind the scenes, working on the show’s
costumes, makeup, props, lighting and
sound, and designing and building
the set.

The award-winning Westfield High
School Theatre Department is an inclu-
sive community offering outstanding
opportunities for all students to de-
velop their skills in acting, technical
theatre, and live performance. Its mis-
sion is to help every student reach their
highest potential as an artist and as an
individual.

Tickets for The Man Who Came to
Dinner are $14 each and are on sale at
whstd.booktix.com. Advance purchases
are recommended. Any tickets not sold
in advance will be available at the door.
Tickets are reserved seating. Perfor-
mances are November 16, 17, and 18 at
7:30 p.m. All performances will be held
in the auditorium of Westfield High
School, located at 550 Dorian Road.

READY FOR DINNER...Students at Westfield High School in rehearsal for The
Man Who Came to Dinner.




