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Planning Board Critical of
Redevelopment Ordinance

DWC Honors Council Rep.
For Years of Service

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — During its board of
directors’ meeting held Monday
evening, the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration (DWC), the management en-
tity of the Special Improvement Dis-
trict (SID), honored outgoing town
council representative Sam Della Fera
for his years of service to the board and
to the people of Westfield. Mr. Della
Fera lost a reelection bid November 7
to Linda S. Habgood for one of the two
Ward 1 seats on the town council.

DWC Executive Director Sherry
Cronin provided a statement saluting
Mr. Della Fera. “Sam Della Fera has
been the town council liaison to the
DWC since 2011. He has been a dedi-
cated and committed member of the
board, always communicative and shar-
ing ideas and information about the
town and the downtown. In his role as
finance chairman of the town council,
he has been instrumental in ensuring
that the DWC has a voice as well as
funding from Westfield’s Special Im-
provement District.

“Sam has always been supportive of
the downtown while balancing the needs
of residents he represents as a town
councilman. Sam recently led the down-
town subcommittee of the Downtown
Task Force, championing meetings with
property owners and business owners,
and perhaps most importantly, updat-
ing ordinances to accommodate the
changing needs of downtown. Sam’s
contributions on the town council and
its planning board have definitely helped
the town and will positively impact the
residents and business community long
into the future. Sam will be missed at
the DWC, and we thank him for his
support over the last six years.”

Mr. Della Fera was presented with a
plaque from the board that recognized

his service.
Mr. Della Fera made additional com-

ments regarding his tenure as the town
council liaison to the DWC. “Thank
you very much. It’s certainly been a
pleasure to serve. It’s been great. I hope
others will come to appreciate the hard
work that this board does, what Sherry
and others do for the town. That’s the
upside. Other people will have the op-
portunity to take a peek behind the
curtain and see how you work.”

Mayor-elect Shelley Brindle will se-
lect a new town council liaison to the
DWC after she is sworn into office as
mayor on January 1, 2018.

During the DWC’s first board of
directors’ meeting to be held in January,
the new Town Council liaison will be
announced at the board’s annual reor-
ganization assembly and begin his or
her duties as a member of the board.

In other news, the board announced
the schedule of events to be held in
Westfield this holiday season.

Known as “Welcome Home to
Westfield,” Ms. Cronin provided a brief
summary of the annual holiday season
promotion. “Welcome Home to
Westfield was the name used when the
boys returned home from World War
I,” she said. “The DWC uses the name-
sake to describe how families return
home for the holidays. We have many
entertainment events scheduled
throughout December, but it’s kicking
off Thanksgiving weekend.”

Photos with Santa and Mrs. Claus
will be held at Lord & Taylor, 609
North Avenue West, Westfield, on Fri-
day, Saturday and Sunday, November
24 to 26, from 1 to 7 p.m. on Friday and
Saturday, and from 1 to 4 p.m. on
Sunday. Participants will receive one
free five-inch by seven-inch photo with
a donation of two cans of non-perishable

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At Wednesday’s
planning board meeting, board mem-
bers provided “critical commentary”
after reviewing the South Avenue rede-
velopment plan ordinance. The ordi-
nance approving the South Avenue
(Casale/Petro site) redevelopment plan
was sent by the council for planning
board review before adoption. The
board’s consensus is the plan should
not be adopted “as is” by the council at
its next meeting.

“The plan is purely for the applicant
(Russo Development). Russo can do
better than this. I don’t see how the
borough is benefiting from this plan,”
said planning board member Bill
Nierstedt, a former borough council-
man.

At the next council meeting, the plan-
ning board’s redevelopment plan com-
mentary will be interpreted.

“My hope is council takes the advice
and commentary from the planning
board seriously. They scrap this plan
for Russo II with the recommendations
from the planning board,” said board
member Joseph Sarno, a member of the
borough council.

The council can approve the ordi-
nance “as is” or utilize the planning
board’s commentary to ask Russo de-
velopment to answer board members’
questions and concerns with a revised
redevelopment plan.

“The most significant redevelopment
plan aspect the planning board and
myself has a problem with is the num-
ber of three-bedroom units. Twenty-
six, three-bedroom units were proposed
in this plan,” Mr. Sarno said.

Board member Kathleen Villaggio
said she found this number to be “high”
and “not economically feasible for
Garwood.”

“I saw nothing in the affordable-
housing settlement plan addressing a
need for 26, three-bedroom units. Ev-
erything in the court ruling addresses
the affordable-unit numbers,” said Ms.
Villaggio.

Mr. Nierstedt said he believes the
units will have an impact on the school
system, the prevailing assumptions be-
ing a three-bedroom unit can fit a fam-
ily while single units are marketed to-
wards “millennial” commuters.

“I do not understand how they will fit
these units. We were not given an offi-
cial size for each unit at this point,” Mr.
Nierstedt said. He said the redevelop-
ment plan does not mention retaining or
displacing storm water nor addresses
possible traffic issues.

Planning Board Chairman Stephen
Greet said he believes input should be
provided on why no indication or need
for elevators has been addressed in the
plan.

“We’re talking 52 units and no eleva-
tors,” Mr. Greet said.

 Board member Gene Jannotti said
he does not understand how when de-

veloping 52 additional units and con-
sidering 26 three-bedroom units no
green or open space was allotted.

The plan’s mention of vinyl siding
drew criticism as the board has disal-
lowed vinyl siding from residences in
the borough, according to Mr. Jannotti.

“I don’t like it. This is not what we are
used to. No drawings have been pro-
vided showing me what a stacked
townhome is or will look like,” said Mr.
Jannotti, saying the redevelopment
plans lack transparency in depicting
what will actually be built at the site.

Mr. Jannotti said the plan was dis-
similar to even residential homeowners
seeking variances who provide what
their structural changes will look like
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AT ATTENTION…Veterans salute the United States Flag during Saturday’s Veterans Day ceremony at the World War I
Memorial in Westfield on North Avenue.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
VETS DAY PROCESSION...The American Legion Color Guard leads the Veter-
ans Day procession on Saturday to Westfield’s World War I Memorial on North
Avenue.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
FIFTY YEARS IN CRANFORD...Perrotti's was honored Monday by the Cran-
ford Township Committee Monday for being in business in Cranford for 50 years.
Pictured, from left to right, are:  Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.,  DMC member
Barry O'Donovan, Jim Capodice, Nick Perrotti, and Dave Perrotti, Jr.

Todisco, McCormack
Winners After

Provisional Votes
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Union County
Board of Elections has projected
Councilwoman Sara Todisco, a
Democrat, and Richard McCormack,
a Republican, the uncertified winners
in last Tuesday’s council election fol-
lowing the counting of 17 provisional
ballots. The results are not “official”
until certified by County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi.

Mr. McCormack defeated Russ
Graham, a Democrat, by six total
votes after provisional votes were
counted by the Union County Clerk’s
Office.

Ms. Todisco, who serves as council
president, garnered a total of 719
votes, or 26.18 percent of the total
vote, followed by Mr. McCormack,
who received 685 votes, or 24.95
percent of the total vote. Mr. Graham
finished third with 679 votes, or 24.73
percent of the vote, followed by Re-
publican Michael Collings, who gar-
nered 659 votes, or 24 percent of the
vote.

The provisional vote count was led
by Ms. Todisco, with 32.26 percent,
or 10 votes. Mr. Graham received
nine votes, or 29.03 percent of the
total provisional vote, with Mr.
McCormack and Mr. Collings each
obtaining six votes, or 19.35 percent
of the total provisional vote.
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District Survey Seeks Opinion
On All-Day Kindergarten

By SARAH MCGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Residents are be-
ing asked whether they agree to paying
out an additional $290 a year to fund a
full-year kindergarten. A board of edu-
cation survey is seeking the opinion of
townspeople on whether Westfield
should provide a service that is already
offered in 90 percent of the public
school districts in New Jersey.

All Westfield residents are invited
to participate in the brief online sur-
vey, which can be found at
westfieldnjk12.org under the head-
ing Important Messages. The survey
takes around three minutes to com-
plete and will be open until Monday,
November 20.

Westfield Schools’ Superintendent
Margaret Dolan, Ed.D., reminded board
members at Tuesday’s meeting that the
school district currently offers half-day
kindergarten – either a morning or af-
ternoon session – at Lincoln School,
and that this meets the requirements for
state education standards in a kinder-
garten curriculum.

Mark Friedman, committee chair-
man on Long Range Planning and Fi-
nance, said 200 children currently at-
tend Lincoln School and another 200
Westfield children currently attend pri-
vate kindergarten programs.

“In order to accommodate 400 to
450 full-time kindergarten students, the
district would continue to operate Lin-
coln as a kindergarten facility and would

have to build additional kindergarten
classrooms onto one or more existing
schools,” he said.

Mr. Friedman said a bond referen-
dum, resulting in a $40 tax increase for
the average Westfield household for
the 20- to 30-year life of the bond,
would be needed to pay for this addi-
tional building.

In addition, the school district would
need to hire extra teachers and incur
other costs that would total an approxi-
mate increase per household of $250
annually. The facilities to provide a
full-day kindergarten would not be avail-
able until the 2019-2020 school year or
later.

Also at the meeting, Maureen
Mazzarese, the school district’s direc-
tor of counseling, spoke about the role
of school counselors in Westfield
schools.

She told board members, “You will
always see an elementary-school coun-
selor on the playground; you will al-
ways see a middle-school counselor or
high-school counselor sitting with an
upset child, sometimes in their office,
sometimes in the cafeteria, sometimes
when they walk around the building.
You will always see a counselor fine-
tuning the schedule or helping a student
get organized...and organized...and or-
ganized again.

“At every level, you will always see
counselors looking ahead, preparing
students for the next transition coming
up, seeking ways to do more and better
for both students and parents.”

Ms. Mazzarese said that, between
September 6 and November 13 of this
year, a total of 3,440 students had come
into the counselors’ office at Westfield
High School.

“They come in for a lot of reasons.
Some are there for a few minutes, some
are there for a few hours,” she said. “I
have observed groups at every level.

Birchwood Redevelopment
To Have 225 Units, 3 Bldgs.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Once an office use,
215-235 Birchwood Avenue is planned
to become a residential use with three,
four-story apartment buildings, accord-
ing to a redevelopment plan presented
to the township committee and intro-
duced on first reading Monday by the
township committee.

The redevelopment plan lays out an
inclusionary, multi-family residential
development consisting of 225 apart-
ments, 34 of which are affordable, and
spread amongst three separate build-
ings. It is to be built by Birchwood
Developers Associates, LLC, aka Gar-
den Communities.

The plan is subject to approval by
state Superior Court in Elizabeth, for an
amendment of the township’s current
affordable-housing obligations set forth
in the Court Order dated December 9,
2011 and the Judgment of Compliance
and Repose dated March 22, 2013, as
stated in the redevelopment plan.

The court records say that in 2011 the
township has a shortage of 54 afford-
able units in its prior round obligation,
and in 2013 the township has an indig-
enous need of 55 units, and 138 units in
the prior round. The 55 units were to be
fulfilled with the previous development
plan by Cranford Development Asso-
ciates (CDA), which had won a builder’s
remedy lawsuit against the township.
The committee has until the end of next
year to fulfill its affordable-housing
obligation and retain immunity from
builder’s remedy lawsuits.

The inclusionary, multi-family af-
fordable-housing component of 15 per-
cent, as negotiated with the developer,
is made up of very low income, 13
percent or five units; low income, 37
percent or 12 units, and moderate in-
come, 50 percent or 17 units. Three of
the affordable units are one-bedroom
dwellings, 24 have two bedrooms, and
seven have three bedrooms. The 191
market-rate units must only be one- or
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING OUR FALLEN VETS…A wreath is laid at the Westfield
World War I Memorial as part of  the town’s Veterans Day Ceremony.
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Bridgewater, NJ 08807
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Sponsored by Friends Retirement Concepts, Inc.
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Redevelopment Concerns
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DWC
food to the Holy Trinity Westfield Food
Pantry.

After the photo session on Sunday,
Santa and Mrs. Claus will be trans-
ported via fire truck to the North Av-
enue train station for the annual tree
lighting. The lighting will take place at
5:30 p.m. Mayor Andy Skibitsky and
Santa and Mrs. Claus will officiate the
tree lighting while the Westfield Com-
munity Band will provide entertain-
ment.

More information and a full sched-
ule of events may be found on the
DWC’s website, located at
WestfieldToday.com.

At press time, the schedule for 2018’s
board of directors’ meetings has not
been finalized. When complete, the
schedule will be posted on the DWC’s
website.

Council Tables Ordinance
On South Ave. Development

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — After reviewing the
planning board’s commentary on the
South Avenue redevelopment plan,
known as Russo Development II, the
borough council on Tuesday night de-
cided to table an ordinance related to the
plan. The property has been designated
for 52 stacked town homes.

Tabling the ordinance enables further
review and discussion, allowing for pos-
sible changes to be made to the redevel-
opment plan before a new ordinance is
approved.

Mayor Charles Lombardo said he
wanted the council to table the redevel-
opment plan until further revisions are
made. He said his decision was based on
three major issue categories uncovered
by the planning board’s review: the num-
ber of three-bedroom units or density,
parking or the amount of private parking
available, and the need for fiscal and
traffic impact studies.

The decision to detail a successful
redevelopment plan for the borough’s
best interest comes with a pressing time
schedule, according to Borough Attor-
ney Robert Renaud.

The borough had 60 days from Octo-
ber 30 to draft a redevelopment plan. The
redevelopment plan must be adopted
within 120 days as per affordable-hous-
ing compliance rules.

The council agreed to add a third meet-
ing to the December meeting schedule to
discuss the redevelopment plan, as sug-
gested by Councilman Joseph Sarno.

“As many things that have been done,
the borough was provided with another
checklist (as per affordable-housing re-
development compliance) that has to be
done in a short period of time,” Mr.
Renaud said.

Mr. Renaud said at the October 30
court hearing that the borough was “pat-
ted on the back” for all the activities
completed to remain compliant with the
affordable-housing settlement. The
borough’s next hearing is Monday, March
12, 2018.

“I understand that there are time con-
straints to review and update the Phase 2
plan, but given the most recent court-
granted time extension, there is time to
make requisite changes to this plan before
it is adopted,” Mayor Lombardo said.

Mayor Lombardo said he does not
want to see a plan just put in place to
remain compliant, but the “right plan” for
Garwood residents.

Council President Sara Todisco, when
proposing to table the redevelopment

plan, said, “it would be wise” for the
borough’s hired redevelopment financial
advisor, Acacia Financial Group, to re-
view the project’s financial statements.

“We never received the financials,”
said Mr. Sarno, in commenting on Russo
Development’s profit margins regarding
the affordable-housing units needed to
keep the borough compliant versus extra
units proposed by the developer for profit.

Mr. Sarno said the developer needs to
justify why there is a 50-percent three-
bedroom unit mix proposed for the de-
velopment. “Four separate buildings have
been proposed,” Mr. Sarno said.

Mr. Sarno said the proposed current
unit layout in a four separate building
format may not be what is best for the
borough’s aesthetic or desired downtown.
He said the development’s impact on the
student population, the lack of a storm
water management system, aesthetically
unappealing chain-link fences, entrances
and exits to the units from a traffic feasi-
bility perspective, the impact on public
parking, and the actual size for each of the
130 total units proposed were some con-
cerns noted by planning board members.

An affordable-housing liaison posi-
tion will have to be filled by a paid
professional at the borough’s expense as
per state mandate. Ms. Todisco said the
position is another unfunded state man-
date the borough has to shoulder the cost
for and that the borough can be punished
if it does not provide for the position.

“We’re not paying for any of this,
correct?” Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro
asked in stating that she believes the
developer should have to pay for the
position.

The borough will have to assume the
cost until fees are recouped or collected
from the operating development, said
Mr. Renaud, explaining the developer
only pays fees when the development
opens, but not the conceptual phase.

In other business, planning board mem-
ber Bill Nierstedt spoke of the need to
raise awareness for Ewing sarcoma. Mr.
Nierstedt’s nephew, Colin, passed away
in his teens from the condition. Ewing
sarcoma is most prevalent in teenagers.

Mr. Nierstedt announced that the third
annual Turkey Trot, sponsored by The
Friends of Colin, will be held at Unami
Park on Friday, November 24. The 5K
event will start at 10 a.m. Registration
will begin at 8:30 a.m. for people waiting
to register late. Interested persons can
visit friendsofcolin.org to register now
and find out how to participate. The walk
raises awareness and funding for research
on Ewing sarcoma.

Erratum
In the front page election story of

the November 9 edition of The
Westfield Leader Mayor-elect Shelley
Brindle’s name was misspelled. We
regret the error.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Birchwood
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Kindergarten
We have boys’ groups, anger-manage-
ment groups, girls’ groups, social-anxi-
ety groups, newcomer groups, social-
skills groups, divorce groups, study-
skills groups and grief groups.”

Ms. Mazzarese said the role of coun-
selors in college applications also had
changed as, since 2013, the number of
students applying Early Action and
Early Decision to colleges had almost
doubled.

This meant college application coun-
selors were coming to the high school
earlier and earlier; counselors were
writing between 50 and 60 letters of
recommendation in September and
October rather than October and No-
vember and, as of November 1, 3,533
transcripts had been sent out.

“To say that college is a big business
is an understatement. To say it’s getting
bigger every day...you do not need a
crystal ball to know that,” she said.

However, Ms. Mazzarese said coun-
selors also were proud of the work they
had done with the 3 percent of students
who were not going to college or were
choosing community college or other
“out-of-the-box” options.

“We try very hard to say to a student,
‘What are you thinking about after high
school?’ and not ‘Where are you going
to college?’ It opens the kid up to very
different answers,” she said.

when completed.
Mayor Charles Lombardo said bor-

ough officials updated State Superior
Court Judge Karen Cassidy at last
month’s court hearing regarding af-
fordable-housing deadlines per the
borough’s Fair Share Housing Plan.

“Judge Cassidy is pleased with our
progress. The next milestone will be a
hearing with Judge Cassidy on March
12, 2018,” Mayor Lombardo said.

Mr. Nierstedt, in closing discussion,
stated the borough, council and the
planning board have “additional pro-
tection time,” referring to the time until
the next hearing before Judge Cassidy.

“Let’s use it constructively,” Mr.
Nierstedt said.

Resident Jim Mathieu, a former coun-
cilman, said the Russo development is
trying to make money and “the govern-
ing body has done a poor job of repre-
senting us.”

“This is a partisan issue and do not be
surprised if you get push back with four
Democrats and two Republicans on
council (at the next council meeting),”
Mr. Mathieu said.

Mr. Mathieu asked Mayor Lombardo
to “rein in his council” on the redevel-
opment plan and to “not put it on Joe
Sarno.”

In other business, attorney John D.
Gulyas represented applicants David
and Rose Conceicao, of 550 4th Av-
enue, who were approved for two D-2
variances for an expansion of non-con-
forming use for a two-family dwelling.

two-bedroom units, according to the
plan. There are 51 one-bedroom, 15
one-bedroom with a den, 96 two-bed-
room units located in the interior of the
buildings, and 29 two-bedroom units
located on the corners of the buildings.

The bedroom distribution for the af-
fordable units compensates for the short-
age of two, two-bedroom units, and the
excess of two, one-bedroom units in the
Riverfront at Cranford Station devel-
opment. The developer, chosen by the
township committee in July, is the same
developer of Riverfront.

Parking is contained at ground level,
underneath the apartments situated on
the second, third and fourth stories, and
within driveways on the property; for a
total of 416 parking spaces.

The total impervious coverage in the
more than 15 acres of land is 27 per-
cent, according to Mike Mistretta of
Harbor Consultants, the planner retained
by the township.

Resident Liz Sweeney of Wadsworth
Terrace asked if Birchwood Avenue is
to be elevated, as the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Protection
(NJDEP) had concluded for the previ-
ous application by CDA, that portions
of the roadway be elevated by 1.3 feet.
Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr. said the
new developer will need to resubmit
the plan to the NJDEP, which will then
reevaluate.

The plan also depicts a small flood
storage area, which the committee has
yet to determine if it is to be built.

Resident Frank Krause urged the
committee to review recent hydraulic
studies on the site that lies on a flood-
plain, flood hazard area, and wetlands.
“This whole area is bowl,” Mr. Krause
said, which is being fed by the Orange
Avenue stream, Kenilworth brook and
stream runoff from the adjacent Con-
servation Center, as well as storm water
runoff from the Verizon parking lot
across the street, he said.

Flooding calculations were not pre-
sented for the new development. Dur-
ing a 2014 NJDEP hearing, Leo Coakley
of Hatch Mott MacDonald, engineer-
ing consultant for the township, said the
proposed development by CDA would
raise the water level between 1.7 to 2.3
feet, and would affect the properties
across from the site and upstream.

The township purchased the prop-
erty from CDA last year in order to
reduce the density on the site. Mr.
Mistretta cited positive differences be-
tween the previous plan by CDA at a
360-unit build out and the new plan by
Birchwood Developers at a 225-unit
build out. Those differences were a
reduction of impervious coverage of 4
percent, a reduction of units per acre,
from 24 to 14 units per acre, front-lot

The homes’ proposed height is 33 feet,
4 inches while only 30 feet is permitted.
The applicant was granted a d variance
for a proposed expansion into munici-
pal zone.

“This is my first home. We have
been working on this for over a year. I
want to move in and start a family,”
said Mr. Conceicao in thanking the
planning board for its support and
explaining his intentions for modify-
ing the dwelling.

setbacks increased from 30 feet to 45
feet, and building height reduced by
five feet, as well as 20 less affordable
units, and 135 less total units.

The plan is to have a public hearing
and be adopted Tuesday, November
28, when a full presentation will be
displayed on the newly installed TV
screens in the municipal chambers. A
site plan will then be presented to the
planning board.

The committee also passed resolu-
tions. The hourly rate increase for Emer-
gency Medical Technicians within the
fire department was approved to be
“more competitive,” Deputy Mayor
Patrick Giblin said, since the depart-
ment has had turnover. The hourly rate
will be increased from $16.39 to $18,
up a dollar per hour.

The committee amended a contract
with McElroy Deutsch Mulvaney &
Carpenter, attorneys, for litigation ser-
vices in connection to a lawsuit filed in
2013 by plaintiffs Edan and Edna Ben
Elazar against Macrietta Cleaners, also
known as Swan Cleaners, and the town-
ship, due to environmental contami-
nants on township property behind the
cleaners located on North Avenue.

Also, a resolution was passed to amend
the Land Development ordinance to state
that any applications submitted to the
zoning board of adjustment or planning
board also is to include a CD/DVD or
flash drive containing the documents for
the application.
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Downtown Group Discusses
Traffic and Parking Issues

Council Okays Parking and
Downtown Ordinances

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Members of
the downtown redevelopment com-
mittee and the public last week heard
from Mayor Alexander Smith about
timetables for getting the redevelop-
ment process underway and from
Police Chief Ted Conley about traffic
and parking concerns and potential
solutions.

At its monthly meeting last Wednes-
day, the mayor, who is chairman of
the committee, said he is hoping to
have one or more developers selected
by mid-2018 to start the initial phase,
which will likely focus on township-
owned properties in the central busi-

ness district, namely the library and
adjacent land as well as the municipal
building, firehouse and municipal
parking lot.

A planner’s study of downtown
properties that may be designated as
Areas in Need of Redevelopment was
set to be submitted to the township
planning board late last week. The
board is expected to hold public hear-
ings on the planner’s findings and
then make recommendations to the
township council, which then will
decide on a redevelopment plan be-
fore issuing requests for proposals
from planners and developers.

Saying that one of the goals of the
redevelopment effort is to grow the

township’s tax base, the mayor said
90 percent of property taxes paid in
Scotch Plains come from residential
properties, a figure that is much larger
than Cranford’s, which is 83 percent
and where 13 percent of tax revenue
comes from commercial properties,
and Watchung, which has figures of
77 percent and 18 percent, respec-
tively. The mayor said at the Novem-
ber 8 meeting that he would like to see
Scotch Plains get to levels similar to
those of the two towns, adding that
new commercial development in the
downtown would help achieve that
goal.

The mayor also said the township
is still awaiting a final settlement of
litigation with developers that will
result in about 3,000 new housing
units — with about 450 of them
deemed “affordable” — being built
in Scotch Plains over the next eight
years, with slightly less than half to be
located in and around the downtown
business district. Not all of those 1,300
or so units will be in the Park Avenue
corridor, but will be spread out among
the other areas where the committee
is focusing its redevelopment efforts.
They include Park Avenue from Grand
Street to Route 22, Park Avenue from
East Second Street/Westfield Avenue
to Portland Avenue, East Second
Street from Senger Place to Farley
Avenue and Terrill Road from the
Fanwood border to the Watchung
border.

The new buildings will likely be a
mix of commercial units on the ground
floor and apartments on the upper
floors, with the first buildings likely
to be on the property where the li-
brary is presently housed on Bartle
Avenue. Proposals are being consid-
ered to build a new library and possi-
bly a community center on the prop-
erty while also constructing new
mixed-use buildings as well. The
mayor said last week that consider-

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council passed several ordi-
nances on Monday related to parking
and traffic and to downtown redevel-
opment efforts.

At its regular meeting, before offi-
cials from the municipal government
headed to Atlantic City for the annual
State League of Municipalities con-
vention this week, the governing body
gave final approval to an ordinance
that adds the driveway from Green
Forest Park as a right-turn-only on to
Westfield Road. A second ordinance
formally designates the left lane on
northbound Hetfield Avenue at its

intersection with South Avenue as a
left-turn-only lane.

A third parking ordinance will re-
strict parking on East Second Street.
Parking will be prohibited on both
sides of the street on Monday morn-
ings from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. and will be
limited to two hours on weekdays
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. for the entire
length of the thoroughfare. Tom Read,
owner of an auto parts store on East
Second Street, told the council that,
“taking away all-day parking on the
western end” of East Second Street,
where most of the buildings are resi-
dential, versus commercial, could
“create more friction” than any “ben-
efits you might see” by the new re-
strictions.

He also noted that Saturdays are a
popular day for businesses, and the
new restrictions do not take Saturday
parking into account. Police Chief
Ted Conley addressed Mr. Read’s
points, saying that only a handful of
residents on East Second Street will
be affected by the new rules and that
they will be provided permits allow-
ing them to park beyond the new
limits. He also said the police depart-
ment will address the Saturday park-
ing issues in the next phase of its
efforts.

Two other ordinances were ap-
proved on Tuesday that set out the
specifics of how township profes-
sionals will charge developers and
planners for their services in review-
ing potential downtown redevelop-

ment plans and sketches. Mayor
Alexander Smith said the new defini-
tions will be useful as the redevelop-
ment efforts move forward.

The council also introduced an
ordinance to create the position of
municipal housing liaison that will
administer the township’s afford-
able-housing program. A public
hearing on the ordinance is set for
Tuesday, December 12. The mu-
nicipal government is said to be in
the final stages of agreeing on a
court settlement with a group of
builders. Once settled, the builders
are to begin construction of new
housing units, of which a portion
are to be designated as affordable.
Nearly half of the new housing is
expected to be located in and near
the downtown business district.

In other business, Township Man-
ager Al Mirabella said the search for
a new recreation director is continu-
ing, with 10 applicants having been
interviewed in recent weeks. The rec-
reation commission will make the
final decision on a successor to Matt
Mercurio, who left his position as
director last month.

Councilwoman Rose Checchio said
that the annual holiday celebration
will be held on Sunday, December 3,
on Park Avenue, from 1 to 5 p.m.,
with Santa arriving at 3 p.m. and the
lighting of the Christmas tree set for
later that afternoon. The annual
menorah lighting will take place on

GW Planning Bd. Critical of
Redevelopment Ordinance
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — At Wednesday’s
planning board meeting, board mem-
bers provided “critical commentary”
after reviewing the South Avenue
redevelopment plan ordinance. The
ordinance approving the South Av-
enue (Casale/Petro site) redevelop-
ment plan was sent by the council for
planning board review before adop-
tion. The board’s consensus is the
plan should not be adopted “as is” by
the council at its next meeting.

“The plan is purely for the appli-
cant (Russo Development). Russo
can do better than this. I don’t see
how the borough is benefiting from
this plan,” said planning board mem-
ber Bill Nierstedt, a former borough
councilman.

At the next council meeting, the
planning board’s redevelopment plan
commentary will be interpreted.

“My hope is council takes the ad-
vice and commentary from the plan-
ning board seriously. They scrap this
plan for Russo II with the recom-
mendations from the planning
board,” said board member Joseph
Sarno, a member of the borough
council.

The council can approve the ordi-
nance “as is” or utilize the planning
board’s commentary to ask Russo
development to answer board mem-
bers’ questions and concerns with a
revised redevelopment plan.

“The most significant redevelop-
ment plan aspect the planning board
and myself has a problem with is the
number of three-bedroom units.
Twenty-six, three-bedroom units
were proposed in this plan,” Mr.
Sarno said.

Board member Kathleen Villaggio

said she found this number to be
“high” and “not economically fea-
sible for Garwood.”

“I saw nothing in the affordable-
housing settlement plan addressing
a need for 26, three-bedroom units.
Everything in the court ruling ad-
dresses the affordable-unit numbers,”
said Ms. Villaggio.

Mr. Nierstedt said he believes the
units will have an impact on the
school system, the prevailing as-
sumptions being a three-bedroom
unit can fit a family while single
units are marketed towards
“millennial” commuters.

“I do not understand how they will
fit these units. We were not given an
official size for each unit at this
point,” Mr. Nierstedt said. He said
the redevelopment plan does not
mention retaining or displacing storm
water nor addresses possible traffic
issues.

Planning Board Chairman Stephen
Greet said he believes input should
be provided on why no indication or
need for elevators has been addressed
in the plan.

“We’re talking 52 units and no
elevators,” Mr. Greet said.

 Board member Gene Jannotti said
he does not understand how when
developing 52 additional units and
considering 26 three-bedroom units
no green or open space was allotted.

The plan’s mention of vinyl siding
drew criticism as the board has dis-
allowed vinyl siding from residences
in the borough, according to Mr.
Jannotti.

“I don’t like it. This is not what we
are used to. No drawings have been
provided showing me what a stacked
townhome is or will look like,” said

WESTFIELD
WEST

Westfield West Office • 600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090 • 908.233.0065 • ColdwellBankerHomes.com
#600NORTH©  2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are 

registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. #98564NJ_11/17

Congratulations to the Top Producers of the Month!

Beth Sullivan
Sales Associate
Top Listings

Cell: 908.578.3812

The Deborah 
Citarella Team

Sales Associate
Top Team

Cell: 908.577.0977

Sharon Steele
Sales Associate

Top Sales
Cell: 908.447.3579
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBERING OUR VETERANS...At Saturday’s service in Scotch Plains, a gun salute offers a tribute to the fallen
heroes of our nation.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HONORING ALL WHO SERVED...At the Scotch Plains Veterans Day com-
memoration on Saturday, November 11, Commander Kevin Burns from Ameri-
can Legion Post 209 reminded the crowd of the sacrifices that veterans made for
our country.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ADDRESSING OUR VETS...Scotch Plains Mayor Alexander Smith speaks of
the commitment and sacrifice our veterans have made during Saturday’s
Veterans Day commemoration.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SOLEMN MOMENT...Nora Dunn, a Vietnam War veteran, places the wreath
of remembrance during the Scotch Plains Veterans Day commemoration on
Saturday.
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DWC Honors Council Rep.
For Years of Service

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — During its board
of directors’ meeting held Monday
evening, the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC), the management
entity of the Special Improvement
District (SID), honored outgoing town
council representative Sam Della Fera
for his years of service to the board
and to the people of Westfield. Mr.
Della Fera lost a reelection bid No-
vember 7 to Linda S. Habgood for
one of the two Ward 1 seats on the
town council.

DWC Executive Director Sherry
Cronin provided a statement saluting
Mr. Della Fera. “Sam Della Fera has
been the town council liaison to the
DWC since 2011. He has been a
dedicated and committed member of
the board, always communicative and
sharing ideas and information about
the town and the downtown. In his
role as finance chairman of the town
council, he has been instrumental in
ensuring that the DWC has a voice as
well as funding from Westfield’s Spe-
cial Improvement District.”

Mr. Della Fera was presented with

a plaque from the board that recog-
nized his service.

Mayor-elect Shelley Brindle will
select a new town council liaison to
the DWC after she is sworn into of-
fice as mayor on January 1, 2018.

In other news, the board announced
the schedule of events to be held in
Westfield this holiday season.

Known as “Welcome Home to
Westfield,” Ms. Cronin provided a
brief summary of the annual holiday
season promotion. “Welcome Home
to Westfield was the name used when
the boys returned home from World
War I,” she said. “The DWC uses the
namesake to describe how families
return home for the holidays. We have
many entertainment events scheduled
throughout December, but it’s kick-
ing off Thanksgiving weekend.”

Photos with Santa and Mrs. Claus
will be held at Lord & Taylor, 609
North Avenue West, Westfield, on
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, No-
vember 24 to 26, from 1 to 7 p.m. on
Friday and Saturday, and from 1 to 4
p.m. on Sunday. Participants will re-
ceive one free five-inch by seven-
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Fanwood Officer Bernard
Returns From Puerto Rico

FANWOOD — Like many other
visitors to post-hurricane Puerto
Rico, Fanwood Police Officer Elliott
Bernard says the images you see on
TV and online simply do not capture
the enormity of the damage, even
two months after the storm. Roads
with giant fissures, downed utility
poles, epic food and water shortages
and the lack of power make day-to-
day life exhausting.

“Every day, you have to secure
water, fuel for your generators. You
have to get food. It’s a daily thing,”
he recalled from his desk at the Fan-
wood Police Department, where he
has been a patrolman since 2009.

Officer Bernard, a member of the
Union County Emergency Response
Team (UCERT), was among five law
enforcement officers from Union
County to be selected for Operation
New Jersey Pride, a statewide effort
organized by the New Jersey State
Police to help keep law and order in
Puerto Rico in the wake of Hurri-
cane Maria. He was there from Oc-
tober 21 to November 4 with a group
totaling 100 law enforcement offic-
ers, all of whose salaries were paid
by the federal government.

After their first assigned hotel in
the town of Dorado was found to
have black mold everywhere, Of-
ficer Bernard and 21 others were
bussed to the Hilton in San Juan. It
had a generator and running water.

The Hilton would be his home
away from home for 14 days, room-
ing with another police officer and
being part of a four-man team that
would be out assisting the Puerto
Rican State Police in Caguas, a city
about 25 miles southwest of San
Juan, a city that took a direct hit
from Maria.

Officer Bernard’s group of 22 of-
ficers was divided into five patrol
teams of four plus two supervisors.
Each team was given a marked New
Jersey State Police car (26 were
shipped to the island and will remain
there as a donation) and one satellite
phone.

“There were several reports of
people getting their generator, get-
ting their food and water, then walk-
ing out to their car and getting robbed
by gang members and people who
were desperate,” said Officer Ber-
nard, whose team spent time provid-

ing security at food and water distri-
bution points, each of which had its
own story of misery.

Because there is no electricity,
there are no working traffic lights.

“They have seven-lane highways
like we have here in New Jersey,”
said Officer Bernard, recalling his
team’s other major assignment, traf-
fic control. “The cars are meeting at
intersections with no lights. It’s a
free-for-all. We saw accidents ev-
erywhere. Cars were on the side of
the road because they ran out of fuel
or because they were disabled or
struck and couldn’t get a tow
truck...We were relieving the local
police officers from traffic posts so
they could actually go into the town
and answer calls. It was a huge help
for them.”

Officer Bernard’s lasting memo-
ries from the 14-day trip linger on
the great spirit of the people he met
everywhere.

Officer Bernard was effusive in
his praise for the New Jersey State
Police, who organized the trip in the
face of tremendous logistical chal-
lenges.

“I give so much credit to the State
Police, the way they were able to put
together 24 police agencies to work
together. They were able to be self-
sufficient, getting vehicles there,
food, water, housing. The way they
ran the operation was absolutely
amazing,” Officer Bernard said.

Officer Bernard’s parents are from
Puerto Rico and he has aunts, uncles
and cousins on the island. He was
able to visit some of them briefly
during the trip.

“They’re exhausted,” he said.
“I couldn’t be prouder of Elliott,”

said Fanwood Police Chief Richard
Trigo. “He did great work down there
and represented us in the best possible
way. I appreciate our Mayor, Colleen
Mahr, giving us the green light.”

“This was an easy decision,” said
Mayor Mahr. “The borough council
and I are proud that Elliott repre-
sented us in supporting Puerto Rico’s
recovery.”

December 12, at 6 p.m., at Alan Au-
gustine Village Green.

Councilman John Del Sordi, Jr. led
off the meeting by reading a council
resolution congratulating the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Soccer Association
on its 40th anniversary. Association
President Andrew Bondarowicz and
some 15 players and their parents
were on hand to accept the resolution.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Ordinances

HELPING PUERTO RICO AFTER MARIA...Fanwood Police Officer Elliott
Bernard, a member of the Union County Emergency Response Team (UCERT),
kneeling in front, was among five law enforcement officers from Union County to
be selected for Operation New Jersey Pride, a state-wide effort organized by the
New Jersey State Police to help keep law and order in Puerto Rico in the wake of
Hurricane Maria. He was there from October 21 to November 4 with a group
totaling 100 law enforcement officers, all of whose salaries were paid by the federal
government. Officer Bernard is pictured with  Puerto Rican State Police in
Caguas, a city about 25 miles southwest of San Juan.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TRIBUTE...A wreath is laid at the Westfield World War I Memorial as part of  the
town’s Veterans Day Ceremony.
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Bridgewater, NJ 08807
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Sponsored by Friends Retirement Concepts, Inc.

BELONGS here.

STORY

Your

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Board Critical of Ordinance
Mr. Jannotti, saying the redevelop-
ment plans lack transparency in de-
picting what will actually be built at
the site.

Mr. Jannotti said the plan was
dissimilar to even residential
homeowners seeking variances who
provide what their structural
changes will look like when com-
pleted.

Mayor Charles Lombardo said
borough officials updated State Su-
perior Court Judge Karen Cassidy
at last month’s court hearing re-
garding affordable-housing dead-
lines per the borough’s Fair Share
Housing Plan.

“Judge Cassidy is pleased with
our progress. The next milestone
will be a hearing with Judge Cassidy
on March 12, 2018,” Mayor
Lombardo said.

Mr. Nierstedt, in closing discus-
sion, stated the borough, council
and the planning board have “addi-
tional protection time,” referring to
the time until the next hearing be-
fore Judge Cassidy.

“Let’s use it constructively,” Mr.
Nierstedt said.

Resident Jim Mathieu, a former
councilman, said the Russo devel-
opment is trying to make money

and “the governing body has done a
poor job of representing us.”

“This is a partisan issue and do not
be surprised if you get push back
with four Democrats and two Re-
publicans on council (at the next
council meeting),” Mr. Mathieu said.

Mr. Mathieu asked Mayor
Lombardo to “rein in his council”
on the redevelopment plan and to
“not put it on Joe Sarno.”

In other business, attorney John
D. Gulyas represented applicants
David and Rose Conceicao, of 550
4th Avenue, who were approved for
two D-2 variances for an expansion
of non-conforming use for a two-
family dwelling. The homes’ pro-
posed height is 33 feet, 4 inches
while only 30 feet is permitted. The
applicant was granted a d variance
for a proposed expansion into mu-
nicipal zone. Alterations proposed
for the dwelling require the roof-
line to extend six feet in front of the
building, Mr. Gulyas said.

“This is my first home. We have
been working on this for over a
year. I want to move in and start a
family,” said Mr. Conceicao in
thanking the planning board for its
support and explaining his inten-
tions for modifying the dwelling.

ation also may be given to relocat-
ing the municipal government of-
fices to the site as well as, perhaps,
a senior citizens center there.

The mayor said conceptual plans
for redeveloping the properties
where the municipal building,
firehouse and parking lot now stand
will be unveiled at a meeting on
Thursday, November 30.

At the beginning of last week’s
meeting, Chief Conley spoke about
some of the parking and traffic con-
cerns that may arise as redevelop-
ment moves forward. Number one
is the heavy truck traffic on Park
Avenue. He said he wants to work
with Union County to have Terrill
Road designated as the main truck
route instead of Park Avenue. He
also wants to discuss with state of-
ficials the possibility of removing
some of the barriers in the middle of
Route 22 where it meets Park Av-
enue and installing a traffic light
that would allow trucks and other
vehicles to cross the highway there
instead of via the bridge. And the
chief also spoke about possibly in-
stalling jug handles to allow trucks
to go up to the Weldon Quarry di-
rectly from Route 22.

He also discussed raising the
crosswalks in front of the municipal
building and Park Middle School to
calm the speed of traffic on Park
Avenue, which he said is a “big
concern.”

Speaking about the parking situ-
ation in and around the downtown,
Chief Conley said that significantly
more cars in the downtown as rede-
velopment unfolds means that park-
ing decks of some type will be nec-
essary. He also called for the cre-
ation of commuter parking areas to
relieve the stress of commuters park-
ing on residential streets. He men-
tioned three spots, including the tri-
angle-shaped piece of land at the
eastern end of Mountain Avenue,
the Jade Isle property and the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Downtown Group
Snuffy’s/Pantagis lot.

Mayor Smith said he is working
with Watchung officials to talk to
state officials about finding a suit-
able park-and-ride commuter lot to
replace the lot formerly used at the
now-shuttered Sears Roebuck on
Route 22.

inch photo with a donation of two
cans of non-perishable food to the
Holy Trinity Westfield Food Pantry.

After the photo session on Sunday,
Santa and Mrs. Claus will be trans-
ported via fire truck to the North
Avenue train station for the annual
tree lighting. The lighting will take
place at 5:30 p.m. Mayor Andy Skib-
itsky and Santa and Mrs. Claus will
officiate the tree lighting while the
Westfield Community Band will pro-
vide entertainment.

More information and a full sched-
ule of events may be found on the
DWC’s website, located at
WestfieldToday.com.

At press time, the schedule for
2018’s board of directors’ meetings
has not been finalized. When com-
plete, the schedule will be posted on
the DWC’s website.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

DWC

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Now is the time to experience Lantern Hill for yourself.  

Call 1-800-795-8283 to request your free brochure.
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WESTFIELD AREA YMCA  
220 Clark St., Westfield  908-301-9622  westfieldynj.org        westfieldareay      westfieldareaymca 
Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.  Financial assistance is available.  

STRETCH YOURSELF 

IN MORE WAYS THAN ONE. 

 

FREE WELLNESS WEDNESDAYS 
5:00AM-10:30PM every Wednesday 

November 22 - December 20 

¶ group exercise classes 

¶ water exercise classes 

¶ open gym 

¶ lap swim 

¶ health & wellness facilities 

¶ racquetball  

¶ highly-trained and friendly staff  

¶ non-intimidating atmosphere 

Attention Members … Bring a friend! 
If your friend joins the Y, you will each receive a $50 Y Gift Card AND we will waive your friend’s Joiner’s Fee!  

Ask for details at the Welcome Center. 

Free Gut-Buster Water Workout....................................... 11/22, 9:30–11:30am  
Thanksgiving Day Holiday Hours  ..................................... 11/23, 6:00am–12:00pm 
Westfield Area Y Men's Christmas Tree Sale Begins ..... 11/25 
Know Your Numbers: Diabetes Education ....................... 11/30,10:00am–12:00pm  
Safe Around Water Event ................................................... 12/2, 4:00–5:00pm  
Swim With Santa  ................................................................ 12/3, 1:00–3:00pm  
Winter Session Priority Registration  .............................. 12/7, 6:00pm  
Winter Session Open Registration  .................................. 12/11, 7:30am  
Annual Active Adult Appy Hour  ....................................... 12/13,12:30pm–1:30pm  
5th Grade Dance Party  ...................................................... 12/15, 7:30pm-9:30pm  
Fall 2 Session Ends ............................................................. 12/23 
Christmas Eve Holiday Early Closing  ............................... 12/24, 3:00pm  
Christmas Day Holiday Closing ......................................... 12/25 
Winter Break Swim Lessons Mini Session  ...................... 12/26-29 
New Year's Eve Holiday Early Closing .............................. 12/31, 6:00pm 
New Year's Day Holiday Hours  ........................................ 1/1,10:00am–4:00pm  
Winter Session Begins  ....................................................... 1/2 

WESTFIELD AREA YMCA HAPPENINGS 

$42 COLLEGE 
BREAK SPECIAL: 

Enjoy the Y for 

both Thanksgiving 

and Winter breaks! 

Register anytime 

beginning 11/20.  

Membership is 

valid through 

1/31/18. 

BATTLE OF THE BADGES...Union County Freeholder Chairman Bruce H.
Bergen, Vice-Chairman Sergio Granados and Freeholders Angel G. Estrada and
Christopher Hudak welcomed everyone to “The Battle of the Badges” hockey
game between Union County police officers and firefighters at the new Warinanco
Sports Center in Roselle. They were joined by Union County Manager Alfred
Faella and Assemblywoman Annette Quijano (D-20th, Elizabeth). Saturday was
the first day of ice skating at the new Warinanco Sports Center.

County Working With
Summit on Road Project

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County Free-
holder Board last Thursday considered
an $887,369 contract with Reivax Con-
tracting of Newark to replace a culvert
near Tulip Street in Summit. Joseph
Graziano, director of engineering, public
works and facilities management, said
Summit is picking up $188,000 of the
cost for construction of a sanitary sewer
underneath the street as part of the project,
reducing the county portion to $698,715.

Mr. Graziano also noted that two con-
tracts, one for electronic and electro me-
chanical systems service and another for
facility lock and slider monitoring at the
county jail, both with Pannetta Industrial
Automation of Little Ferry, are each be-
ing renewed for 24 months at $64,775
and $51,425, respectively. He said in
2010 both were done as a combined con-
tract costing the county $433,000 annu-
ally. He said the cost last year was
$115,000.

A resolution was considered to renew
existing licensing software maintenance
agreements for use of Priority Dispatch
ProQA and Priority Dispatch AQUA,
both dispatch monitoring software sys-
tems, for $176,377. Public Safety Direc-
tor Andrew Moran said the system pro-
vides pre-arrival instructions for every-
thing from delivering a baby to treating a
heart attack. It also tells dispatchers if
paramedics and/or an ambulance are
needed on a call.

“It is very important software,” Mr.
Moran said. “We use it every day.” The

county operates a 9-1-1 system for many
towns in the county, as well as a county-
wide Emergency Medical Service.

A $50,371 contract increase is pro-
posed as part of the replacement of two
underground storage tanks at the county’s
public works facility in Scotch Plains.
The change order increases the contract
with T. Slack Environmental Services of
Kenilworth to $525,711.

During Freeholder comments, Free-
holder Al Mirabella congratulated re-
elected Freeholders Angel Estrada and
Chris Hudak and Freeholder-elect An-
gela Garretson, as well as Sheriff-elect
Peter Corvelli. He also noted that Free-
holder Chairman Bruce Bergen nearly
defeated Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) in the race
for State Assembly.

Mr. Bergen noted that the next free-
holders meeting will be on Tuesday, No-
vember 21. There is no meeting tonight,
November 16, due to the annual League of
Municipalities Convention in Atlantic City.

Kean, Munoz, Bramnick
Reelected to Leadership Posts

TRENTON — Senate Minority Leader
Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st), Assembly Mi-
nority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) and Assembly Minority Whip
Nancy Munoz (R-21st, Summit) were
reelected last week by the Republican
caucuses in both legislative houses to
new terms for their leadership posts.

“It’s an honor to have been given the
opportunity by my colleagues to con-
tinue serving as Senate Republican
Leader. The coming years will present
some difficult challenges for New Jer-
sey, but they are challenges we can over-
come if reasonable people from across
the political spectrum are willing to work
together. Our first priority must be to
address the crisis of affordability that
has driven so many New Jerseyans to
other states. We must work to protect the
investments people have made in New
Jersey, in their homes, jobs, businesses,
and the education of their children,”
Sen. Kean said.

“While we will continue to be civil, we
will do everything we can to make New
Jersey more affordable for residents and

defend taxpayers over the next two years,”
Asm. Bramnick said. “I am honored my
colleagues who have entrusted me to lead
the fight against new taxes and more
spending.”

“Now more than ever, our communi-
ties need us to work for everyday fami-
lies,” Asw. Munoz said. “We need to
work for all our constituents and repre-
sent New Jersey to the best of our abili-
ties.”

Senate President Steve Sweeney (D-
3rd, Gloucester) and Senate Majority
Leader Loretta Weinberg (D-37th,
Teaneck) were reelected last week by the
25 members of the Senate Democratic
majority to serve in the top leadership
positions. Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-
22nd, Linden) will continue to serve as
chairman of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee.

Also, Assemblyman Jerry Green (D-
22nd, Plainfield) will continue in his
role as Assembly Speaker Pro Tem-
pore, having received the approval of
the incoming Assembly Democratic
caucus.

Community Access
Honors Kowalski

COUNTY — Community Access Un-
limited (CAU) last week honored Union
County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski,
of Cranford, and Kevin Casey, the execu-
tive director of the New Jersey Council
on Developmental Disabilities, at its an-
nual gala dinner dance held at the Newark
Liberty International Airport Marriott.

CAU is a statewide Elizabeth-based non-
profit providing support programs and ser-
vices to adults with disabilities as well as
youth served under the Department of Chil-
dren and Families (DCF) to enable them to
live independently in the community.

SHIP at SAGE to
Answer Medicare

Enrollment Questions
SUMMIT – It’s Medicare Open En-

rollment time (October 15 through De-
cember 7) and SHIP (State Health Insur-
ance Assistance Program) at SAGE will
offer free assistance in reviewing your
Medicare coverage for 2018.

A free program to discuss Medicare
plans and options, and answer questions
to prepare for open enrollment will be
held at SAGE Eldercare, 290 Broad
Street, Summit, today, November 16,
from 6 to 7 p.m. The program will also
be offered Monday, December 4, from 1
to 2 p.m.

SAGE Eldercare serves as the SHIP
representative for Union County.

For more information or to register for
the Medicare Open Enrollment programs,
call (908) 598-5548 or email
education@sageeldercare.org. To make
an appointment with a SHIP counselor,
call (908) 273-6999 or email
ship@sageeldercare.org.

See Detailed Election
Results on Pgs. 16-18

Cranford BOE Recognizes
Newly Re-Elected Cands.
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Business Adminis-
trator and Board Secretary Robert
Carfagno congratulated the newly re-
elected members of the board of educa-
tion (BOE) at the board’s open work
session meeting Monday night.

Four candidates ran for three open
spots on the Cranford BOE: incumbent
board members Kurt Petschow, Jr., presi-
dent; Lisa Carbone and Kristen Mallon
and newcomer Rita Della Valle.

As previously reported by The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, Ms. Carbone received
3,634 votes, Mr. Petschow received
2,995 votes and Ms. Mallon received
2,737 votes, defeating Ms. Della Valle,
who received 2,491 votes. The three
reelected board members will complete
three-year terms.

Additionally, Daniel DeMarco, who
ran unopposed for a one-year term, re-
ceived 3,204 votes.

The annual reorganization meeting of
the BOE has been scheduled for Monday,
January 8, 2018, at 7 p.m., in the board
room at Lincoln School.

“We do limited business,” Mr.
Carfagno told the board, just set the board
meeting calendar and swear in the elected
board members.

In other board business, an emergency
contract was approved by the board for
emergency services related to boiler repairs
at Brookside Place School and Livingston
Avenue School with PK Mechanical Ser-
vices in the amount of $124,706.

Mr. Carfagno spoke briefly to the board
about a requirement for New Jersey school
districts to submit a three-year mainte-
nance plan documenting required main-
tenance activities for each of its public
school facilities.

“The state says we have to spend a
minimum of $181,000 as a minimum tar-
get. We spend about a half a million dol-
lars,” Mr. Carfagno commented.

The Comprehensive Maintenance Plan
Report, put together by Mr. Carfagno, was
approved by the board for submission.

The board approved Kerry Yorkanis as
the new freshman girls’ basketball coach
at Cranford High School (CHS), and
Robert Kessler has been hired as an ad-
junct varsity winter track coach, also at
CHS.

Additionally, John Molka has been
hired as a teacher of special education, at
Orange Avenue School, effective No-
vember 14.

Cranford resident Mark Zucker stood to
address the board in regards to his grand-
daughter, a first-grade student in the dis-
trict, and her math homework. Mr. Zucker
relayed that in trying to aid his grand-
daughter with her homework, he “knew
the answer,” but what he could not relay
was the “concept” of how it was taught.

“I’m asking the board to consider if not
this year, in the future, to do a little
workshop for parents and grandparents
to learn the concept of how to assist in
subjects like math,” Mr. Zucker com-
mented to the board.

Board member Maria Loikith relayed
that these sessions were going on in dif-
ferent schools, but it may not have been
properly publicized.

Mr. Petschow assured Mr. Zucker the
board would work on communicating
when those sessions would be held.

The board recognized and honored
veterans Jim Darcy, Jay Boxwell, Jim
Silkenson (not present), Drew Burns, Lee
Blough, Jerry Krov, Frank Drohas and
Joe Delgrippo for “their contributions
and efforts in serving our country and
ensuring our freedom and peace.”

The board created a resolution in
which it made evident that Cranford as a
district endorses the observance of Vet-
erans’ Education Awareness Week, No-
vember 13 to 17, 2017, “as a way to
honor our veterans” and to remind young
people in the community “of the strong
principles upon which the nation was
founded.”

The next board meeting will be held on
Monday, November 27.
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For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J. ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE 

INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. 
Prices effective thru Tues., Nov. 28, 2017. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors, 

the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

ALL STORES 
OPEN SUN.

Discounts
Available On:

(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits

MOST STORES ACCEPT:

Debit
Cards

ShopRiteWines &  SpiritsWines &  Spirits

Fireball
Cinnamon

Whisky

2799
1.75 L

Johnnie
Walker

Red Scotch

3299
1.75 L

Grey Goose
Vodka

80 PROOF REG. ONLY

3499
1 L

Basil
Hayden

BOURBON 

3999
750 ML

Johnnie
Walker

Black Scotch

5999
1.75 L

Tito’s
Vodka

2999
1.75 L

Smirnoff
Vodka

80° & FLAVORS

1999
1.75 L

Bailey’s
Original

IRISH CREAM

2799
1 L

The Macallan
12 Year Old

SINGLE OR DOUBLE CASK SCOTCH

5299
750 ML

Bacardi
Rum

LIGHT, DARK, SELECT

1999
1.75 L

Jack
Daniel’s

HONEY, FIRE, BLACK

4499
1.75 L

Hendrick’s
Gin

3499
750 ML

Jameson
Irish Whiskey

4999
1.75 L

Jose Cuervo
Tequila
GOLD, SILVER

3399
1.75 L

Absolut
Vodka

80 PROOF REG. ONLY

2999
1.75 L

PRICES EFFECTIVE: NOV. 19 THRU NOV. 28, 2017

 SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI    SAT

 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
 26 27 28

November 2017

       Visit us online at...
shoprite.com/winesandspirits

Meiomi
Pinot Noir

1999
750 ML

St. Francis
Pinot Noir

1999
750 ML

Perfect choice to serve 
with turkey!

These wines 
are a...

750 ML

Elouan
Pinot Noir 1999

Ruffino
• RUFFINO RISERVA
   DUCALE ORO CHIANTI 
   GRAN SELEZIONE . . . . . .3099

• IL DUCALE
   RED OR PINOT GRIGIO 1399

• RUFFINO RISERVA
   DUCALE TAN . . . . . . . . . . . 1999

ALL 750 MLSilver Oak
Alexander

Valley
Cabernet Sauvignon

6999
750 ML

Faust
Cabernet

Sauvignon

4499
750 ML

Sparkling
Korbel

• BRUT, X-DRY
• BRUT ROSE 1199

750 ML

Ruffino
PROSECCO 

Dom
Perignon 14999

Veuve Clicquot
BRUT 4699

ALL 750 ML

FEATURED 
WINERY

ALL 750 MLALALLALAAAAA LLLLLLL LLL 75757575757757 000 0 00 MLMLMMLMLMMMMLLMMM

Rodney Strong
   Estates

Chalk Hill 
Chardonnay ........................................ 1699

Russian River Valley 
Pinot Noir ........................................... 1799

Charlotte’s Home  
Sauvignon Blanc ................................. 1299

Knotty Vines 
Zinfandel ............................................ 1699

Alexander Valley 
Cabernet Sauvignon ............................ 1999

Chardonnay, 
Sauvignon Blanc .......... 1199

Pinot Noir .................... 1499

Merlot, Legacy, 
Cabernet Sauvignon
(Excludes Reserve) .................. 1399

Josh Cears
ALL 750 ML

FEATURED WINERY

• RIESLING
• HARVEST SELECT
• DRY RIESLING  . . . . . 899

Kenda Jackson
Vintner’s Reserve

ALL 750 ML

The Prisoner
Red Blend . . . . 3999

750 ML

Mark West
Pinot Noir . . . . . . .  999

750 ML

• PINOT NOIR . . . . . . . . . . 1499

• CABERNET SAUVIGNON,
 MERLOT . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1599

• CHARDONNAY . . . . . . . . 1299

• SUMMATION . . . . . . . . . 1199

• SAUVIGNON
   BLANC . . . . . . . . . . . . 899

Chateau Ste.
Michee ALL 750 ML

     ShopRite Wines & Spirits of

•Westfield
     333 South Ave.
     (908) 232-8700

     ShopRite Wines & Spirits of

•Caldwell
     478 Bloomfield Ave.
     (973) 226-8400

     Located inside the ShopRite of

•Parsippany
     808 Route 46 West
     (973) 335-2625

BIG SIZE
SAVINGS
 WINE

FranziaFranzia
• CABERNET 
 SAUVIGNON
• CHARDONNAY
•  MERLOT . . . . . . . . . . 1799

• OLD WORLD 
 CLASSICS . . . . . . . . 1799

• HOUSE WINE
 FAVORITES . . . . . . . 1399

5 L BOX

CK
Mondavi

ALL TYPES

1099
1.5 L

Glen
Ellen
ALL TYPES

799
1.5 L

Mark
West
PINOT NOIR

1799
1.5 L

Cavit
ALL TYPES

1399
1.5 L

Zuccotti
ALL TYPES

699
1.5 L

Yellow Tail
ALL TYPES

1199
1.5 L

Papi
ALL TYPES

1099
1.5 L

Concha Y Toro
FRONTERA, ALL TYPES

899
1.5 L

Bota Box
ALL TYPES

1899
3 L

1199
750 ML
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
Visit Us - 251 North Ave. West
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail - The Westfield Leader/Times

PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
www.goleader.com//help

Useful Information, It is all there at www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date and Customer ID are printed on your mailing label.)

Jeff Gruman
SALES MANAGER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
BUSINESS OPERATIONS

The Westfield Leader

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $36 • Two-year – $68 • Three-year – $99
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood

TIMES   Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Lauren S. Barr
EDUCATION & ARTS

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New Jersey

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Legal Newspaper for the County of Union, New Jersey
and for Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford and Garwood

Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Letters to
the Editor

Regardless of Your Politics,
A Note Of Gratitude

Thank You; Serving Westfield for the
Past Eight Years Has Been A Privilege

Thank You, Westfield, for the Absolute
Honor and Privilege of Serving

Thank You, Andy,
For Your Service

Let me pause for a moment and
politics aside thank Andy Skibitsky
for 12 years of dedicated service to
Westfield. As someone who served as
well on our BOE and know first hand
the time, commitment and effort it
takes daily. Andy was there when this
town needed him the most during
Sandy and for that know his legacy
will be one of caring and human dig-
nity. We may have disagreed on many
local and national issues, but in the
end Andy was always an advocate for
all of us in the 07090.

We all wish Andy well and think all
of Westfield owes him a debt of grati-
tude for his service.

Mitch Slater
Westfield

I want to take this opportunity to
thank all the residents of Westfield
for the absolute honor and privilege
of serving this great town for 15 years,
12 ½ years as mayor and 2½ years as
a councilperson. I especially want to
thank all of the volunteers, past and
present, who have served on the vari-
ous boards and commissions where
so much important work of the town
gets done.

To all of the Town Council mem-
bers I have served with, thank you for
your time, your talents, and for all
your efforts on behalf of the residents
of your respective wards and the en-
tire town. And thank you to the fami-
lies of all the Town Council members
– I know that you sacrificed family
time with your loved ones as they
tended to the town’s business, so thank
you for your support and for your
community spirit as well.

To the department heads and all of
the employees of the town, thank you.
Over the years, we have worked to-
gether under a variety of circum-
stances, including some very chal-

lenging times – from the Great Reces-
sion to multiple hurricanes and bliz-
zards. I have witnessed firsthand your
commitment to your work and, most
importantly, to the people of this town.
I truly appreciate your dedication,
determination, professionalism, your
sense of team work, and, of course,
your accomplishments.

To Westfield’s first lady, my ever
patient and supportive wife, Debbie,
thank you from the bottom of my
heart. I could never have done it with-
out your love and support. I know you
love this town as much as I do. Thank
you Drew, Hope, Shane and Troy, our
children, for sharing your Dad with
others and for understanding and sup-
porting my belief in the honor of
public service.

To the Mayor-elect and incoming
Council members, I congratulate you
and wish you the very best as you
embark on your journey of service to
this great town!

Sincerely,
Andy Skibitsky

I write to thank all those who sup-
ported my re-election campaign for
Westfield’s Town Council, and to
congratulate Linda Habgood on her
victory.

Although my campaign was not
successful, it strengthened my exist-
ing relationships with friends and
neighbors in town and created many
new ones. Special thanks to Robert
Benacchio and his wife Michelle,
Debby and Troy Skibitsky, Alicia
Barker, Pam Wiaczek, Annette Kelley,
Michelle Pierce, Rodger Studwell,
Andy and Donna Wasserman, and all
those who contributed financially and
otherwise.

Serving the residents of the First
Ward, and the entire Town of
Westfield, for the past eight years has
been one of the great privileges and
pleasures of my life. I could not have

done it without the support of my wife
Sheryl and my kids, Stephen and
Samantha. Nor could I have helped
deliver to the incoming administra-
tion a town that is in such great finan-
cial, organizational, and physical
shape without the effective leader-
ship of Mayor Andy Skibitsky and the
significant efforts of my Town Coun-
cil colleagues, especially Frank Arena;
our Town Administrator, Jim Gildea;
and all of Westfield’s department
heads, employees, professional staff,
and board and committee volunteers.

I wish Mayor-Elect Shelley Brindle
and all the newly elected members of
the Town Council much success in
keeping Westfield a safe, attractive,
and fiscally secure community for
our families and our future.

Sam Della Fera
Westfield Councilman

The residents of Westfield made a
clear statement in last week’s elec-
tion. Mayor Skibitsky was one of the
first people to congratulate Mayor -
Elect Shelley Brindle on her victory.
He left his own party moments after
the results were in and walked into
Shelley’s celebration at Ferraro’s to
shake her hand and wish her the best.
I was by his side when the results
came in, as I was over the past 10
months of this year.

The purpose of my letter is to ex-
press my gratitude. My gratitude first
and foremost to Andy for giving me
the honor of working as his campaign
director. It was a once in a lifetime
experience, and one that I will be
forever grateful for. Andy is an ex-
ceptional man. An exceptional hus-
band. An exceptional father. An ex-
ceptional Mayor. An exceptional
leader and an exceptional friend.

I am a very hard working woman,
having come from a corporate back-
ground working in New York City for
18+ years. I have never worked harder
than I did over the past 10 months, as
a volunteer. The impact that this ex-
perience has had on me is the knowl-
edge that Andy Skibitsky, Acting
Mayor JoAnn Neylan, Councilmen
Sam Della Ferra, David Oliveira,
Keith Loughlin, Mark LoGrippo,
Frank Arena, Ken Donnelly and Doug
Stokes have worked like this for years.
It is an impactful realization – that
there are people like this who have
wives, husbands, children, full-time
jobs and then manage to find this kind
of time to serve their community.
There is no pay, no expense account,
only service. That Mayor Skbitsky
did this for 12 years quite frankly
blows my mind.

Campaign work is unbelievably

stressful. Unbelievably fun and unbe-
lievably bonding. The campaign team
that I worked with did a phenomenal
job. The friendships that I made will
be lasting and the support that I re-
ceived during this time will not be
forgotten. I met people in my commu-
nity that I would have never other-
wise met and I am closer to my com-
munity than I ever have been.

Regardless of your politics, I hope
you will join me in expressing your
appreciation to the Mayor and Coun-
cilmen who finish their terms this
December. We owe them a debt of
gratitude and respect. Regardless of
your politics, I hope you will also join
me in expressing your congratula-
tions and best wishes to Mayor-Elect
Shelly Brindle, and Council-Elect
Linda Habgood, Dawn Mackey,
David Contract and Michael Dardia.
I know that me, and my family will
continue to do all that we can to
support our officials and our town.

Alicia Barker
Campaign Dir. for Andy Skibitsky

Commuting Insult
The regular commute from

Westfield to NY has become so long
and so unreliable, that staying in the
city has become a necessity after late
night entertaining or needing to be at
early morning breakfasts or meet-
ings. So, that means leaving your car
in the commuter lot overnight.

The town’s response is, of course,
to ticket me for overnight parking.
There’s no good reason, with the ex-
ception of snow removal, for such a
ticket. I pay to park. I have a right to
a space. Give me a break! Westfield
administrators have proven to be the
losers in competing for a fast com-
mute to NY....and they have to make
it even worse for no good reason.

Change the ordinance to no over-
night parking for snow removal or
any other posted notice. Thank you!

Phil Cara
Westfield

Scouting for Food Thanks You,
Westfield, Cub Packs and Scouts

A sincere “thank you” to the resi-
dents of Westfield and the Cub Scout
Packs and Boy Scout Troops in
Westfield who participated in this
year’s Scouting for Food, an annual
town wide service project. In the past
two weeks, cubs and scouts distrib-
uted Scouting for Food bags to each
home in Westfield, and on Nov. 11
picked up donated food and deliv-
ered it to the Westfield Food Pantry at
Holy Trinity.

The food filled the shelves of three

rooms from floor to ceiling at the
food pantry and many families in
need will be served by this successful
food drive. This year’s Scouting for
Food project was the most successful
of the past few years. All packs and
troops participated and the people of
Westfield responded generously.

Our thanks to all who volunteered
their time and to the people of
Westfield who donated food.

Bob Fromtling
Boy Scout Troop 73

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Thrall – To enslave
2. Casse-tete – A bludgeon or club

having a stone fastened to a wooden
handle

3. Innitency – A resting upon; pressure
4. Howm – A lowland by a waterside

DESIPIENT
1. Easy going; carefree
2. Putrid; foul-smelling
3. To lack sense; foolish
4. Apathetic; disinterested

URAEUS
1. The figure of the cobra on the head-

dress of ancient Egyptian rulers
2. The fiery cross which formally

formed the rallying symbol in the High-
lands

3. Pertaining to the dawn of time
4. An aura; halo

GECARCINIAN
1. Marine or sea-dwelling
2. A monstrosity or hideous creature
3. A stamp collector
4. Land crabs

AMYCTIC
1. Haughty; boastful
2. Abrasive; irritating
3. Vast; unending
4. Very sweet; tasty

Got a Parking Ticket
on Federal Holiday

I was ticketed on Friday Nov. 10th
for being over the one-hour parking.
I then realized the signs at the lots in
town say Free Parking Sundays and
Federal Holidays.

The 10th was Veterans Day. Per the
town website, Town’s Offices are
closed Friday, Nov. 10, Veterans’ Day!
NJ’s own official state website says:
Veterans’ Day (observed) 11/10/2017
Friday.

I visited the Parking Dept. on Mon-
day, they confirmed all of this and
said Saturday is the observed holi-
day. So, I asked the woman behind
the glass; could I have gone to the
municipal building on Friday the 10th
to PAY a ticket but they were closed,
then gone into town, parked and got
ticketed. Her answer was, that is cor-
rect. How does that make sense?

At least properly post, exactly what
holidays are. I understand that I am
not the only person who complained
about this. Now if I want to fight the
ticket, I must waste half a day with the
town prosecutor to discuss!

Michael Smith
Westfield

Election Results Present New
Opportunities In Westfield

Thanksgiving Reminds Us Of
Our Strength as a Nation

One week from today we will gather with family
and friends on Thanksgiving, our nation’s commemo-
ration of the autumnal feast shared by 53 Plymouth
Colony Pilgrims and their Native American guests in
1621. This harvest celebration marked the Pilgrims’
triumph over a grueling inaugural year in their new
land. Having crossed the Atlantic from England in
pursuit of religious freedom, the émigrés had already
seen half their number succumb to disease and starva-
tion by the time that first Thanksgiving Day dawned.

Nearly 400 years later, we continue to celebrate
Thanksgiving in gratitude for our blessings as
well as for having been given the strength to
weather adversities. We express that gratitude
around our own family tables and with our neigh-
bors at public gatherings.

Three such gatherings will occur within the next
several days leading up to Thanksgiving. A Commu-
nity Interfaith Thanksgiving Service is planned for
this Sunday, November 19, at 3 p.m. Presented by
the Westfield-Mountainside Clergy Association, it
will take place in the main sanctuary of Temple
Emanu-El in Westfield.

Two other services will be held on Monday, No-
vember 20. An ecumenical Community Thanksgiv-
ing Service, sponsored by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Ministerium, will take place at 7:30 p.m. at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, while in Cranford an

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service will be offered at 7
p.m. that evening at Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim.
All are welcome to attend each of these events, and
we encourage people of all ages, religious affilia-
tions and backgrounds to do so.

Thanksgiving is a holiday that represents our
shared heritage as Americans, regardless of how
we or our ancestors came to be part of the melting
pot. As individuals, communities and as a nation as
a whole, we continue to reflect the faith and forti-
tude that enabled our Pilgrim forebears to tran-
scend the challenges they faced in establishing a
new home on American shores. It is that same faith
and fortitude that has sustained each generation, of
every race, religion and ethnicity, through every
chapter of our republic’s evolution from fledgling
colonies to world leader.

Our Thanksgiving celebrations pay tribute to the
Pilgrims’ journey, but also to the legacy they began
with their willingness to risk all to attain freedom
from persecution. This desire for freedom formed the
foundation of our society and, after 241 years as an
independent union, remains just as vibrant to us today.

We indeed have much for which to be thankful,
including our loved ones and friends, the communi-
ties we call home, and of course the precious gift of
freedom handed down to us from those early colo-
nists. Happy Thanksgiving, everyone.

Last week’s election results in Westfield open a
whole host of possibilities as Michelle Brindle takes
over as mayor come January, along with new council
members Linda Habgood, Michael Dardia, David
Contract and Dawn Mackey. The 4-4 council tie
between Democrats and Republicans means a lot of
changes are likely, starting with the town attorney,
prosecutor and public defender, all paid, annually
appointed positions. We encourage Mayor-elect
Brindle and her team to select professionals who
either live or work in Westfield and ignore outside
political pressure to do otherwise.

Also, there are numerous boards and committees
that will need talented volunteers with a range of
different professional backgrounds. Mayor-elect
Brindle promised during the campaign to keep poli-
tics out of the selection process by looking at all
those who would like to serve the town, and we
believe she will hold to that promise.

We are encouraged by Mayor Andy Skibitsky’s
efforts to reach out and work with Mayor-elect

Brindle, but we are not surprised, as Mayor Skibitsky
has always put Westfield first. We are hopeful that
our Trenton legislators, especially Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, both of
Westfield, and Assemblywoman Nancy Muñoz of
Summit, all representing the 21st District, and our
Union County freeholders, will extend a hand to
work with our new mayor and town council mem-
bers.

Westfield was already undergoing changes before
the election even occurred, with new recreation
director Don Bogardus, who replaced the retired
Bruce Kaufmann, and Tara Rowley, who officially
takes over for retiring Town Clerk Claire Gray on
December 1. We expect the next six months to be
busy as the new mayor begins to change the direction
of the town on everything from street paving to
municipal parking to the downtown economy.

We congratulate the winners and thank all those
who put their names on the ballot. Now it’s time to
get down to governing.
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Health Board Reports on Inspections;
New Lead Standards Discussed

Letters to the Editor

The Westfield Board of Health held
a meeting on November 6, 2017. The
board reviewed the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department reports for
September and October. In Septem-
ber, the department conducted 31 in-
spections; 28 inspections resulted in
satisfactory ratings, one resulted in
no rating and two were found condi-
tionally satisfactory. In October, the
department conducted 23 inspections;
15 inspections resulted in satisfac-
tory ratings, four resulted in no rat-
ings, and four were conditional.

The public health nursing report
noted that the Child Health Clinic
Program was audited and was found
to be 100 percent compliance.

The Public Health Nurse attended
training entitled “Updates for Lead
Inspectors/Risk Assessors and Nurse
Case Managers.” Lead standards have
changed, and the training is part of
the implementation of the new stan-
dards. In turn, the public health nurse
has met with local pediatric special-
ists and their staff to review and dis-
cuss updates in lead testing, educa-
tional materials were provided.

A significant number of tick-re-
lated diseases, including Lyme, were
reported in both September and Oc-
tober. Until there is a significant pe-
riod of freezing weather tick precau-
tions should still be taken.

Overlook Medical Center is offer-
ing glucose and blood pressure screen-
ings on the following Mondays from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.: November 13, 20,
27, December 4, 11, 18, January 8,
22, and 29. These screenings will be
held at the Overlook Downtown Cen-
ter, located at 357 Springfield Av-
enue, Summit, New Jersey. Each of
these screenings requires pre-regis-
tration and there is no fee. Call 1-800-
247-9580 to register.

On November 1, 2017, a law raised
the age for purchasing tobacco prod-
ucts and electronic smoking devices
from 19 to 21. New Jersey is the third
state to raise the age to 21. “Tobacco
Age of Sale” signs in retail locations
should now reflect the change.

Information on the department’s
activities and useful information, in-
cluding tick precautions, can be found
on the website at
www.westfieldnj.gov/health. The
complete minutes of the meeting will
be posted after review and approval
at our next meeting.

The next meeting of the Westfield
Board of Health will be on Monday,
December 4, at 5:30 p.m. in the
Westfield Municipal Building; the
public is invited to attend.

Thomas O’Neill, President
Westfield Board of Health

So Let Us Cheer On Our New Leaders Mayor-Elect, New Council Members
Thank Voters; Volunteers Sought

As your Mayor and Council mem-
bers Team-Elect, we would like to
take this opportunity to thank the
residents of Westfield for so many
things:

Showing Up! More than 50 percent
of Westfield’s registered voters
showed up to vote on Election Day,
despite the challenging weather we
experienced Tuesday evening. This
is significant as compared to Union
County overall where voter turnout
was 38 percent, and statewide where
it was only 35 percent. We hope this
positive trend continues into the fu-
ture. Our Westfield Together cam-
paign was centered around the phi-
losophy that every voice matters. We
heard you last Tuesday, and we will
continue listening to each and every
one of you!

Engaging in the Process. Over the
course of the 8.5 months that our
Westfield Together slate was reach-
ing out to you, we participated in 50
town-wide events and 103 meet and
greets in neighbors homes. We are
proud of our efforts, for sure, but we
are even MORE amazed by YOU. In
total, these events were attended by
thousands and thousands of Westfield
residents. Please keep reaching out to
us and stay involved.

Leaving Politics Behind. We won
the support on average of 60 percent
of you on Election Day. Over the
course of this campaign, the message
from both sides was about the “W”
(for Westfield) vs. the “R” or the “D,”
and this message clearly resonated

with you. We can accomplish so much
if we stay focused on our common
goals and shared interests as opposed
to pointing out differences, and we
will continue building on this mes-
sage of unity that we are hearing from
you.

Volunteering. Our campaigns
would have gone nowhere had it not
been for the 596 plus people who
played volunteer roles to support us.
Whether you were a donor, a letter of
support writer, a “meet and greet”
host, a postcard writer, a canvasser, a
lit dropper, a phone banker, a general
supporter, a GOTV participant, or
one of our 50 plus Westfield High
School interns….THANK YOU!
THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

With the election behind us, we are
already hard at work. Shelley has
already met with Mayor Skibitsky
and Jim Gildea, our town administra-
tor, to work on and ensure a smooth
transition. We will soon communi-
cate to all of you what the process will
be for applying for the limited num-
ber of open positions on existing town
boards and commissions, and will be
sending out a general call for volun-
teers for variety of future initiatives.
The Mayor and Town Council have
great opportunities to lead us to a
better Westfield starting in 2018, but
getting there requires the energy, tal-
ents, enthusiasm and dedication of
MANY! Please consider the role you
would like to play in our new govern-
ment and reach out. We can all be part
of the Westfield of Tomorrow!

It is with gratitude, humility, and
excitement that we will accept our
new positions at our local inaugura-
tion on January 1, and we hope to see
you there! In the meantime, we want
to THANK YOU WESTFIELD for
hearing and believing in us.

Shelley Brindle
Linda Habgood
Michael Dardia
David Contract
Dawn Mackey

Westfield

New administrations in Westfield
and New Jersey should give us pause
to consider where we have been and
where we are going. First off, honor is
due Mayor Andy Skibitsky and Gov-
ernor Christie Christie for fighting
the good fight in their own special
ways for our betterment. How easy
nowadays to dismiss and not to honor
they who have tried to serve us.

Second, the victories scored in the
past election must not be seen as
victories of party but efforts to make
changes that may or may not be needed
or as a plebiscite on President Trump.

Third, the problems of Westfield
and the problems of New Jersey are
apolitical. Not for one or the other
party to solve but for all us, whatever
our party or political position, to solve
together! As Abraham Lincoln fa-
mously said, “A house divided against
itself cannot stand.” Wise words in-
deed and especially in this time of
political chaos and dysfunction.

Fourth, then House Speaker Tim
O’Neill famously declared, “All poli-
tics is local.” Therefore, it is incum-
bent upon us to keep Westfield poli-
tics local without outside help or in-
terference from any national political
party or any financial contribution to
any local candidates for office.

Fifth, politics must not be used as a
steppingstone to higher office! Word
has it that Senator Booker is seeking
or will seek the presidency but the
focus should always be on New Jer-

sey, not on The Oval Office! A prob-
lem that helped to sink Governor
Christie.

Sixth, we must always be true to the
public good, not to individual good,
not to party good.

Seventh, we are temporary occu-
pants of our positions and the world
does not turn on what we do.

Eighth, we must admit our fallibil-
ity. No, we do not have all the answers
and are not capable of finding them
even if we tried. We can only do the
best we can. No more.

Ninth, we are ultimately unimpor-
tant in the scheme of things and so a
little modesty will do quite well.

Tenth, we must serve the public,
not our ambition and not our ego
though the headlines may blare our
names and honors are accorded us in
what we do. In this regard, we would
do well to listen to former President
Truman.

“When you get to be President,
there are all those things, the honors,
the twenty-one gun salutes, all those
things. You have to remember it isn’t
for you. It’s for the Presidency.”

So let us cheer on our new leaders
but know what the great English poet
Alexander said about human beings
in “An Essay on Man: Epistle II.”
“Sole judge of truth, in endless error
hurled; The glory, jest, and riddle of
the world!”

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE
Whether you are thinking about getting divorced, going through a divorce, or already divorced, there is 

important information that you should know! This is your opportunity to have your questions answered by 
four experienced attorneys who devote their entire practice to family law.

Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of the Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C., and his 
team of attorneys, Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq., and Kristin N. Badalamenti, Esq. will 
review the law, explain the legal process and answer your questions concerning prenuptial agreements, separa-
tion, divorce, custody and parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child support, domestic violence, post-
divorce Court review of changed financial and child-related circumstances, and how the current economic 
climate, recent alimony and child support legislation and possible changes to the tax code will impact divorce 
and post-divorce matters. Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to the 

traditional contested proceeding.

A FREE Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees
Reservations Required (No last names needed)

Call: (908) 272-0200
Refreshments will be served

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2017
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
THE WESTWOOD

438 North Avenue
Garwood, New Jersey 07027

908-789-0808
www.thewestwood.com

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2017
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

HOLIDAY INN
36 Valley Road

Clark, New Jersey 07066
732-574-0100

www.hiclarknj.com
908-482-8855

1992 - 2017 • CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Honored to Have Been Re-Elected
To A Third Term in Garwood

It Looks Like Washington Is Viewing
New Jersey As Expendable

The editorial in the [SP-F] Times
November 9, 2017 issue titled “Don’t
Eliminate State/Local Deduction on
Fed. Taxes” is very true, but does not
mention one deduction that is impor-
tant to many who can least afford it
and not included in the House’s bill,
that being the medical deduction. In
certain cases this may surpass the
Mortgage, State and Local taxes, and
even property tax.

Mortgage interest is listed in the
House’s plan, along property tax and
charity donations. The sum of these
must surpass the standard deduction
of $24,000. However, nothing is men-
tioned about the sky high medical
costs. Should one have to buy private
insurance, one could be looking at a
yearly cost in excess of $15,000 and
even up to $100,000 for long-term
care.

The media, including this paper do
not mention this aspect.

If one wants to do some quick math
without the mortgage of our present
system: Property Tax: $10,000 (Max
allowed) Medical $15,000 (esti-
mated) State and Local Tax $5,000
(estimated) Personnel Exemption: $
8,100 (Married Couple) Total:
$38,100 (This is far more than the
$24,000).

The only problem is that medical is
not included presently in the House’s
bill and is not being paid attention
too. In fact, one can make a case this
is actually more important than mort-
gage, you do not need a mortgage but
you do need life-sustaining care. This
is cruel by the Ways and Means Com-
mittee and improperly ignored by the
press.

After that, the Senate came out
with their tax plan, on Nov. 9, we can
see that it is just as bad for us. They do
include medical, which is good and
therefore does allow for the extreme
nursing care, but not the $15,000
policy holder since the sum will again
not add up to the $24,000 deduction,
since it does away with property tax
and state and local taxes. They simply
swapped one for another.

I hope the entire media gives the
Senate’s plan full coverage and in the
future fully describe the House’s plan
and eventually the combined bill. We
as the public deserve to have the full
picture and one can make the case it is
the media’s job to be the check and
balance of the government and must
give us the full picture.

In fact I tried to call the House’s
Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy
after I saw his interview on TV prais-
ing the Bill, where he ignored the
realities of the situation but his phone
messages were filled and no one would
pick up another phone line.

It is possible that despite the lack of
media coverage, some of the public
are not happy and let him know.

This is especially important when
it looks like Washington is viewing
NJ as expendable.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains
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Thank you to everyone who came
out to vote in last week’s election. I
am deeply honored to have been re-
elected to a third term on the Council.
While much has been accomplished
in the years since I’ve joined the
Council, there is still much work to
do. I’m looking forward to continu-
ing to put the time and hard work into
this position to help the people of
Garwood.

I also want to thank my running
mate, Russ Graham, for bringing his
life and business experience to our
campaign. It was a privilege to have
him as my running mate. I learned a
lot from him and will be a better
councilperson for having run with
him.

Congratulations to Rich
McCormack. I look forward to work-
ing together in a bipartisan fashion in

the New Year.
Communication between the Coun-

cil and the public is an issue that is
continuously grappled with and one
that I will strive to improve. One step
will be to have a Citizens’ Advisory
Panel on capital projects to help so-
licit resident input. I will also push for
town hall-style meetings to be used
more often to have an open, public
dialogue as it was used this past Oc-

tober with Russo Development about
the proposed project for South Av-
enue (Casale/Petro). As always, please
feel free to reach out to me at (908)
377-7890 or stodisco@garwood.org,
so I can be your voice on the Council.

Thank you again for your support.
Garwood has a bright future ahead!

Sara Todisco
Council President Garwood LD-21 Votes



Page 6  Thursday, November 16, 2017 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Miller-Cory to Feature
‘Gingerbread Sunday’

WESTFIELD — Spicy sweet gin-
gerbread is a special part of the
holiday season. Its many forms –
houses and figures, cookies and cake
– hold a special appeal for children
and adults alike.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
will present “Gingerbread Sunday” on
December 3 from 1:30 to 4 p.m. Dur-
ing a program dedicated to this festive
treat, children will make a decorative,
non-edible gingerbread house and one
additional craft to take home. They
also will hear “gingery” stories. Light
refreshments will be served.

In the Frazee Building, members
of the Cooking Committee will pre-
pare early American recipes using
ginger over the open hearth. As a
special part of the program, the mu-
seum also will host a story time with
picture book author Laura Sassi,
who will read her book “Goodnight
Manger.” Signed copies will be
available for purchase.

The Miller-Cory House Museum is
located at 614 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield. Admission is $5 per child;
accompanying adults may attend for
free. Advance reservations must be

made. Requests will be accepted via
phone at (908) 232-1776 or by e-mail
at millercorymuseum@gmail.com
through Tuesday, November 28, and
by phone only until noon on Saturday,
December 2. Individuals are asked to
include their phone number in e-mails.

Holiday Boutique Set
Saturday at Hetfield
MOUNTAINSIDE — The

Mountainside Historic Committee
will hold its annual Holiday Boutique
this Saturday, November 18, from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., at the historic Deacon
Andrew Hetfield House. A large se-
lection of handmade ornaments and
crafts, seasonal decorations, jewelry,
unique gift items and collectibles will
be for sale. All sales benefit the main-
tenance and restoration of the Hetfield
and Levi Cory houses.

The Deacon Andrew Hetfield House
is located at Constitution Plaza
(Watchung Avenue, off Birch Hill
Road), adjacent to the Mountainside
Public Library. The Mountainside His-
toric Committee is a 501(c)(3) charity
and a committee of volunteers whose
purpose is to maintain the circa 1760
Deacon Andrew Hetfield House, re-
store the circa 1818 Levi Cory House
and collect and save historic informa-
tion and items from destruction. For
further information, call (908) 789-
9420 or visit mountainsidehistory.com.

HOLIDAY KEEPSAKES...Unique holiday décor and gift items will be for sale at
Mountainside’s historic Deacon Andrew Hetfield House Holiday Boutique – open
this Saturday, November 18, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Casino Night and Auction
Saturday to Benefit Troops

WESTFIELD — Bonds of Cour-
age and the 117th Cavalry Asso-
ciation will host a Support Our
Troops Casino Night and Auction
this Saturday, November 18, be-
ginning at 7 p.m. It will be held at
the Westfield Armory, located at
500 Rahway Avenue, Westfield.

The night will benefit Bonds of
Courage and the Family Readiness
Groups of the 1st Squadron 102nd
Cavalry Regiment, 50th Brigade
Combat Team of the New Jersey
National Guard.

Bonds of Courage is an all-vol-
unteer organization that serves to
support United States troops, vet-
erans and their families. The orga-

nization assists in meeting their
needs involving jobs, health, fami-
lies and finances. It serves as a
referral of resources, offers a ca-
reer transition and mentoring pro-
gram for veterans, and provides
provisions for deployed troops,
homeless veterans and more.

The Family Readiness Groups
assist the commanders in maintain-
ing readiness for service members
and families by promoting self-suf-
ficiency, resiliency and stability
during peace and war.

Tickets to the Casino Night and
Auction are $50 per person for
general admission and $40 for se-
nior citizens and veterans. Tickets
include $60 in gaming chips for the
casino, a buffet dinner, beer and
wine, and music. Interested per-
sons are asked to contact Christine
Bradley at (703) 407-0203 or
chrisb@bondsofcourage.org. In-
formation also is available at
bondsofcourage.org.

Workshop to Address
Starting Small Business

CRANFORD — The Cranford Pub-
lic Library will host a workshop en-
titled “How to Start a Small Business
in New Jersey” on Wednesday, No-
vember 29, at 4:30 p.m. It will take
place at the Cranford Community Cen-
ter, located at 220 Walnut Avenue.

Abra Watson and Michael Kovacs,
of the Taxation University, an out-
reach and training unit within the
New Jersey Division of Taxation, will
conduct this free workshop. The pro-
gram will cover basic information
about starting a business in New Jer-
sey. It will provide attendees with the
opportunity to ask questions about
their specific situations and get the
answers they need.

Topics that will be addressed in-
clude the different types of business
structures; how to register a small busi-
ness in New Jersey, and how to report
one’s New Jersey business income.
The length of the workshop is approxi-
mately one hour and 45 minutes.

Seating is limited and registration
is required. To register, e-mail John
Malar at the Cranford Public Library
at j-malar@cranfordnj.org, or call him
at (908) 709-7272, extension no.
2101. If e-mailing or leaving a
voicemail message, individuals
should include their name, e-mail
address and phone number.

HPAB Rep to Speak
On Cranford Survey
CRANFORD — Kinney Clark, a

member of Cranford’s Historic Pres-
ervation Advisory Board (HPAB),
will present a program on the board’s
recently completed Phase 1 Cranford
Historic Resources Survey on Mon-
day, November 27, at 7:30 p.m. This
program will take place at the
Cranford Community Center, located
at 220 Walnut Avenue.

The HPAB is tasked with advising
the township on historic preserva-
tion. The survey was conducted in
support of the board’s overall mis-
sion, which is to help identify and
preserve the architectural heritage and
character of Cranford. The two-vol-
ume survey includes an overview of
community history and development,
a review of existing cultural resources
surveys, National Register listings,
current status updates for existing
resources and recommendations for
future survey activity.

In addition to presenting an over-
view of the survey, Mr. Clark will
answer questions about the survey
and about historic preservation is-
sues in general as well.

Admission to the program is free
and all are welcome. This program is
co-sponsored by the HPAB and the
Cranford Public Library.

SHARING SWEETS...Dr. Timothy McCabe of Westfield Pediatric Dental Group
and a young friend display the Halloween candy collected once again this year
from local children. The candy will be sent to United States troops and also will
benefit those served by the Westfield Food Pantry housed at the Holy Trinity
Interparochial School in Westfield.

Westfield Pediatric Dental
Brightens Heroes’ Halloween

WESTFIELD — Dr. Timothy
McCabe and the staff of Westfield
Pediatric Dental Group were joined
by the children in the local commu-
nity in making sure United States
troops overseas have a very Happy
Halloween.

For the past 16 years, Westfield
Pediatric Dental Group has been buy-
ing back Halloween candy from chil-
dren after Halloween and sending it
to the troops, as well as to the Westfield
Food Pantry housed at the Holy Trin-
ity Interparochial School. Each box
sent to the troops contains candy,
letters and drawings from the chil-
dren, along with toothbrushes, tooth-

paste and floss.
Each year more candy is collected

than the year before. This year
Westfield Pediatric Dental Group col-
lected 400 pounds. Westfield Pediat-
ric Dental Group pays the children for
the amount of candy they bring in. The
child who brings in the most candy
will win four tickets to go see a movie
of his or her choice. The parents re-
ceive some peace of mind that their
children are not overloading on too
much candy; the soldiers are given a
treat to show everyone’s appreciation
for their hard work, dedication and
sacrifice, and families experiencing
difficulties have their day “sweetened.”

Cranford Girl Scout Creates
Program For Tutoring Kids
CRANFORD — A free drop-in

tutoring program is being offered at
the Cranford Public Library for stu-
dents in kindergarten through fifth
grade. This program has been cre-
ated by Cranford Girl Scout Julia
Lachenauer as her Gold Award
project. The Gold Award is the high-
est award a Girl Scout can attain.

Parents can bring their children
to the library on Wednesdays, from
4 to 5:30 p.m., for free academic
tutoring in any subject by local
high-school students. Tutoring is
done on the first floor, near the
magazine rack. Parents do not need
to sign up to bring their children.
However, they should bring any
homework, books or other materi-

als that would be useful for tutor-
ing.

High-school students also can
sign up to be tutors, and get commu-
nity service hours for participating,
as well as valuable experience work-
ing with children. This program is
designed to benefit elementary-
school children and their parents,
as well as high-school students.

According to Julia, this initia-
tive has helped many children with
their schoolwork, and their parents
have expressed satisfaction with
the program.

The program is looking to expand
the number of children being tu-
tored. The Cranford Public Library
is located at 224 Walnut Avenue.

CHRISTMAS TREES COMING...Westfield Area Y Men’s Club members un-
load trees from a truck for last year’s Christmas Tree Sale. This year’s sale will
take place November 25 to December 23, or while trees remain in supply. It will
once again be held at the Elm Street field in Westfield.

Westfield Area Y Men
To Kick Off Tree Sale

WESTFIELD — For more than 65
years, the Westfield Area Y Men’s
Club has held its annual Christmas
Tree Sale at the Elm Street field. All
proceeds are donated to local chari-
ties and non-profit organizations. The
event is run by club members from
Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Mountainside and Cranford, along
with many volunteers from area orga-
nizations and local youth.

The trees will be delivered and the
lot set up between November 18 and
25. Approximately three tractor-

trailer loads of trees are delivered
per year.

Opening day will be Saturday,
November 25, and the sale will end
on Saturday, December 23, or until
the trees run out. Lot hours will be
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturdays and
Sundays and 5 to 9 p.m. Monday
through Friday.

For more information, visit the or-
ganization on Facebook at “Westfield
Area Y’s Men’s Club Christmas Tree
Sale” or westfieldynj.org/get-involved/
community-partners/ys-mens-club/.

Interfaith Service Set
At Cranford Temple
CRANFORD — An Interfaith

Thanksgiving Service will take place
on Monday, November 20, at 7 p.m.,
at Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim.
All are welcome.

Attendees are asked to bring non-
perishable food items to the service to
be donated to Cranford Family Care.
Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim is lo-
cated at 338 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI
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Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY
 __________________________________________________________

ESTATE PLANNING - WILLS & TRUSTS

PROBATE AND ESTATE SETTLEMENT

________________

REAL ESTATE

CLOSINGS

_______________

FAMILY LAW

ACCREDITED DIVORCE MEDIATOR

_________________

201 SOUTH AVE.

WESTFIELD

654-8885

Wellness Wednesdays
On Tap at Westfield Y
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Area YMCA has announced that
Wellness Wednesdays will be avail-
able at the Main Y Facility, located
at 220 Clark Street, Westfield. The
community can take advantage of
the Y’s land and water group exer-
cise classes, swim assessments, open
gym/swim and racquetball times as
well as the fitness facilities free of
charge every Wednesday, Novem-
ber 22 through December 20.

To learn more about Westfield
Area YMCA programs, visit
westfieldynj.org. Financial assis-
tance is available for those who
qualify.

Thanks to the Annual Support
Campaign, each year the Westfield
Area Y provides more than $400,000
in direct financial assistance to indi-
viduals and families in need to en-
able their participation at the Y.

Hope Chest to Kick Off
Holiday Sale on Nov. 27

WESTFIELD — The Hope Chest,
located at 26 Prospect Street, Westfield,
will begin its annual Holiday Sale on
Monday, November 27. An array of
new and gently-used items will be avail-
able to satisfy customers’ holiday needs.

There will be stylish seasonal cloth-
ing for special holiday parties and
events along with jewelry, accesso-
ries and shoes to complement any
outfit. The men’s department has
shirts, dress pants, sports jackets, suits,

jeans, ties and sweaters and also car-
ries men’s and women’s winter coats.

Additionally, the store will feature
holiday decorations for sale, along
with housewares such as glasses,
plates, linens and serving items. There
also will be books and frames of
every shape and size.

The Hope Chest is run by volunteers
from the Center for Hope Hospice and
Palliative Care Auxiliary. The Auxil-
iary provides financial support to the
Center, a nonprofit organization lo-
cated in Scotch Plains, which provides
loving care to terminally ill patients
and their families in two residential
facilities and in a patient’s home.

The Auxiliary always welcomes
new members. Anyone interested in
the organization may visit the Hope
Chest and speak with one of its volun-
teers, call the Center at (908) 889-
7780 or visit the website at
centerforhope.com.

Donations of new and gently-used
clothing, jewelry, books, artwork and
housewares are welcome Tuesday and
Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., at
the Hope Chest.

NAMI Meeting to Focus
On Caregiver Wellness

WESTFIELD — The Union
County chapter of the National Al-
liance on Mental Illness, known as
NAMI, invites the community to its
Tuesday, November 28 meeting,
where Robin Eubanks, Ph.D. will
speak on “Caring for the Caregiver.”

Ms. Eubanks is a professional
motivational trainer, author, edu-
cator and minister who has pre-
sented workshops and seminars
throughout the country for more
than 20 years.

The program she will present is
designed to help caregivers realize
that “self-care” is not selfish – a
caregiver cannot serve from an empty
vessel. Her workshop will offer tools
for emotional survival for caregivers
– something that is needed all year
long but even more so when the
holidays are approaching.

The Union County NAMI meet-
ings are open to the public and al-
ways free of charge. Anyone wishing

to learn more about mental illness is
invited to join its discussions. Chap-
ter meetings are relaxed and audi-
ence participation is welcome.

The program will begin at 7:30
p.m. and will be held at the RWJ
Rahway Fitness and Wellness Center,
located at 2120 Lamberts Mill Road,
Scotch Plains. For more information
or in the event of inclement weather,
call (908) 233-1628 or e-mail
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com.

Scouts to Present
Holiday Craft Fair

AREA — The Scouts of American
Legion Post 119 will host a Holiday
Craft and Vendor Fair this Saturday
and Sunday, November 18 and 19,
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. both days.

The event will take place at Ameri-
can Legion Post 119, located at 137
New Market Road, Dunellen. Park-
ing, restrooms, a concession stand,
raffles and a 50/50 will be available.

When You
Want Results–

Use 
Leader/TIMES
Classified Ads

Inexpensive
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CAROLERS WANTED...Tiny Tim Board members Tuula Ruhlandt, Mari
McDevitt, Barbara Anilo, Carol Kiley and Bernadette Hoyer are pictured prepar-
ing materials for the annual Tiny Tim Caroling Night fundraiser and look forward
to hearing from volunteers for this year’s event on December 6. Funds raised
during the event benefit local children in need with medical expenses.

Trinity Charity Jewelry Sale
To Take Place on Sunday

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 Forest
Avenue, Cranford, will host a char-
ity African jewelry and craft sale
this Sunday, November 19, at 11:30
a.m., in Sherlock Hall. Proceeds
from the sale will go to African
Team Ministries, a Christian minis-
try providing funds for orphan and
refugee relief missions and evange-
lism in East Africa.

“The worst drought in 60 years left
more than three million Kenyans fac-
ing malnutrition and starvation,” said
the Reverend Andy Kruger, Trinity’s
Priest-in-Charge.

The sale will feature crafts, jewelry
and soapstone carvings from East
Africa. “We invite everyone to come
help this life-saving ministry,” said
Reverend Kruger. For more informa-
tion, call JoAnn at (908) 233-3275.

African Team Ministries was
founded in 1984 by Bishop Festo
Kivengere of Uganda, working as an
intermediary between African and
American churches to fund food,
education, relief efforts and clean
water facilities in Kenya, Uganda,
Tanzania and Rwanda. In response
to the drought, African Team Minis-
tries sent 250,000 meals to families
in drought and famine areas and is
providing pumps to help communi-
ties pump clean, reliable water. More
information about African Team
Ministries can be found by visiting
africanteamministries.org/.

Trinity Episcopal Church, founded
in 1872, is a faith-based family that
welcomes all people and strives to
“know Christ and to make him known
through faith, fellowship and service.”
Sunday services, celebrated by Rev-
erend Kruger, are at 8 a.m. and 10
a.m. For more information about Trin-

ity, call (908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranford.org/.

Trinity also provides Trinity Epis-
copal Day School (TEDS), a state-
licensed facility serving children from
age 2½ through kindergarten. For more
information about TEDS, call (908)
276-2881 or visit tedscranford.org.

Fanwood Presby. Reveals
Holiday Season Schedule

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church has announced its
schedule, including time changes, for
the upcoming holiday season.

This Sunday, November 19, there
will be a single service, at 10:30 a.m.,
after which all are invited to join con-
gregation members for a “potluck”
meal in the Dining Room. Reserva-
tions are appreciated by calling the
church office at (908) 889-8891.

On Monday, November 20, all are
invited to attend the 7:30 p.m. ecu-
menical Community Thanksgiving
Service sponsored by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Ministerium.

Advent begins on Sunday, Novem-
ber 26, at both the 9:30 a.m. and
11:15 a.m. services, and continues on
the following Sundays, December 3
and December 10, with carols and
music in preparation for Christmas.

The single service at 10:30 a.m. on
Sunday, December 17, will feature a
dramatic remembrance of narratives
from the Book of Luke heralding the
birth of Jesus.

A Christmas pageant and family
service will take place on Sunday,
December 24, Christmas Eve, at 5
p.m. An 8:30 p.m. service that evening

will include special music and a
candlelight communion. There will
be no Sunday morning service.

A single service will be held on
Sunday, December 31, at 10:30 a.m.

The Fanwood Presbyterian Church
welcomes all who would like to at-
tend all or any of the services. The
church is located at the corner of
Martine and LaGrande Avenues. For
more information, call the church of-
fice at (908) 889-8891, e-mail
admin@fanwoodpc.org or check the
website at fanwoodpc.org.

Master Gardener to Be
Lavy House Speaker
WESTFIELD — An informational

program called “Houseplants: Bring-
ing Nature Indoors,” for senior citi-
zens and their families, is planned for
Tuesday, November 28, at 11:30 a.m.
It will be held at The Senior Resource
Center at The Lavy House, located at
748 East Broad Street, Westfield.

Presented by Debra Stuart of
Rutgers Master Gardeners of Union
County, the program will cover how
caring for plants can help people re-
lax and de-stress, improve their qual-
ity of life and beautify their home. A
light lunch will be served and kosher
dietary laws observed.

The Senior Resource Center at The
Lavy House is a joint venture be-
tween Jewish Family Service of Cen-
tral New Jersey, Temple Emanu-El of
Westfield and The Westfield United
Fund. Through a grant from the Jew-
ish Community Foundation of Greater
MetroWest NJ, Jewish Family Ser-
vice of Central New Jersey provides
programming and the services of Li-
censed Clinical Social Worker Naomi
Kreutzer each Tuesday. Programs are
free of charge and open to the entire
community.

Registration is recommended if
planning to attend. To register, e-mail
info@jfscentralnj.org or (908) 352-
8375.

CARING QUARTET...The Fanwood Community Foundation recently donated
$1,000 to Caring Contact, a caring and crisis hotline. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Peter Chemidlin, Fanwood Community Foundation president; Janet Sarkos,
executive director of Caring Contact; Robert John, trustee of Caring Contact, and
Neil Schembre, treasurer of the Fanwood Community Foundation.

PCW Congregants Describe
Visit to African Church

WESTFIELD — Members of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield
(PCW) learned firsthand on World
Communion Sunday, October 1, about
the life-changing visit to Zambia,
Africa, that 15 of their fellow church
members experienced this summer.

The Reverend Amanda Huels Joria,
associate pastor for youth and mis-
sion at PCW, spearheaded the group
that visited the church’s partner
church, a part of the Church of Cen-
tral Africa Presbyterian, in
Livingstone, Zambia.

Reverend Huels Joria told the con-
gregation about seeing God at work
in so many instances. “Our partner-
ship is about relationship and action.
God has given PCW the opportunity
to know Christians in another part of
the world and support them as they
serve their community in the name of
Christ,” she explained.

The Westfield church partnered with
the African church in 2009 and has
helped fund the building of their
church, built two chicken coops for
their chicken business that supports
their general operating expenses and
fund their Home-Based Care. This

community care resource includes the
African church’s visitation program in
which the church provides food staples
for individuals living with HIV/AIDS.

Diane Hansen, a member of the
Outreach and Welcome Committee
at the church, spoke passionately of
the life-altering experience. “The
people we met were so loving, so
generous,” she said.

In speaking of the way her life was
changed by the visit, Terry Spurlock
shared, “They made more of an im-
pact on us than we did on them. These
people were so happy with so little.”

Gregg Gorman, another member
of the PCW group, whose ages ranged
from 15 to 70, started with an emo-
tional, “Wow, wow, wow. We saw
conditions that would be horrible ac-
cording to our standards, but these
folks are just happy, thankful, spirit-
filled people.”

For more information about this
mission project or the church itself,
call The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, located at 140 Mountain
Avenue, Westfield, at (908) 233-0301
or visit the church website,
westfieldpc.org.

Photo courtesy of Susan M. Dougherty
PARTNERSHIP...On World Communion Sunday, October 1, members of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield (PCW) gather in the sanctuary before speaking
to the congregation about the work they observed this summer while visiting
PCW’s partner church in Zambia, Africa.
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Service League Shop Posts
Schedule For the Holidays

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop, located at 1741
East 2nd Street, Scotch Plains, is ready
for the holiday season with cooking
and tableware items for Thanksgiving
celebrations. Additionally, the shop is
gearing up for the Christmas season
with wreaths, ornaments, wrappings
and other holiday merchandise. The
usual selection of new and gently-used
clothing and accessories for the whole
family is available as well, and decora-
tive pieces and collectibles can be
found in the Collectors’ Corner.

Thanksgiving holiday hours for the
thrift shop are as follows: The shop
will be closed Tuesday, November
21, to Friday, November 24, and will
reopen November 25, from 10 a.m. to
1 p.m., for “Black Saturday” sales.
Shoppers will find a wide selection of

new and gently-used holiday gifts.
The Christmas Boutique will be-

gin on Tuesday, December 5, featur-
ing new, never-used gift items with
original price tags. This year the
shop will include brand-new cloth-
ing for men, women and children for
special holiday parties, get-togethers
and family celebrations. The Christ-
mas Boutique will run until Friday,
December 22. Thrift shop hours are
Tuesday through Friday, 10 a.m. to
2:30 p.m., and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. During business hours, the shop
can be reached at (908) 322-5420.

The community also is invited to
check out the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Service League’s website at
scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com or
to give the League a “like” on
Facebook — Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Service League.

Groups Are Needed For
Tiny Tim Caroling Night

FANWOOD/SCOTCH PLAINS
— The annual Tiny Tim Carol Night
Fundraiser is scheduled for Wednes-
day, December 6, between 4 and 8
p.m. Residents of Fanwood and
Scotch Plains will sing seasonal songs
and collect donations for the Tiny
Tim Fund in their neighborhoods.

The Tiny Tim Fund is a non-profit
organization that provides financial
assistance to children of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood who are in need
of medical or dental care, psycho-
logical testing, prescriptions or
medical supplies and equipment.
The organization is run by a volun-
teer board of trustees and has been

supporting families in need since
1983.

Carol Night is the organization’s
sole fundraiser. Additional groups
are still needed for this community
service. For more information, con-
tact Flavia at (908) 753-4228 or e-
mail flaviablechinger@gmail.com,
or Mari at (908) 233-6513 or e-mail
mlwmcd@aol.com.

Light refreshments will be served
to carolers when they turn in their
canisters at the Stage House restau-
rant in Scotch Plains on December 6.

Contributions can be made di-
rectly to: The Tiny Tim Fund, P.O.
Box 181, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

A Christmas Carol Due
At Snyder Academy

AREA — Actors Shakespeare The-
ater will present A Christmas Carol
on Sunday, November 26, at 3 p.m.,
at the Snyder Academy of
Elizabethtown, located at 42 Broad
Street, Elizabeth.

One man, with one trunk, will por-
tray 20 characters in Charles Dickens’
beloved holiday story. The suggested
donation is $10 for adults and $5 for
children. For more information, visit
ascnj.org or call (609) 807-8258, or
access snyderacademy.org.
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– Obituaries –
Norman L. Morton, Sr., 92, Veteran;
Was Former Resident of Westfield

Norman L. Morton, Sr.

Norman Larson Morton, Sr., of
Stuart, Fla., passed away on Tuesday,
October 31, 2017, in his home, at the
age of 92, after a decline in health.

He was born in
Roselle, N.J., on Febru-
ary 12, 1925. Raised in
Westfield, he graduated
from Westfield High
School in 1942. He was
a pitcher on the Westfield
High School Baseball
team.

He was a proud World
War II Navy veteran.

Norman was a gradu-
ate of Rutgers University,
where his pitching ERA
record has yet to be
beaten.

He played profes-
sional baseball and pitched for the
New Orleans Pelicans, a farm sys-
tem of the Pittsburgh Pirates.

Norman was inducted into the
Union County Baseball Hall of Fame
in 1995.

He was a successful land developer
and residential builder in Westfield
and Warren, N.J. He was the builder
and former owner of Mountainside
Indoor Tennis Center.

Norman was a longtime member of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
Westfield Tennis Club and Echo Lake
Country Club.

Upon retiring to Stuart, Fla., he met
his beloved wife, Anne-Marie. They
shared 26 wonderful years at Mariner
Sands playing golf, bridge and spend-
ing time with good friends. They were

both active members of the Mariner
Sands Chapel, where Norman served
on the Board of Trustees.

He assisted in the planning and
construction of Molly’s
House, a residence for
families of members be-
ing treated at nearby hos-
pital.

Norman and Anne-
Marie enjoyed many
summers at their resi-
dence in East Hampton,
N.Y., and were members
of Maidstone Country
Club.

Norman was prede-
ceased by his parents,
Norman O. and Ida E.
Morton, and his sisters,
Phyllis Morton Harris

and Mildred Morton Ley.
He is survived by his wife, Anne-

Marie Scheitlie Burr Morton; three
children with his late wife, Anna Bell
Olsen Morton: Eva Morton Bell, Lisa
Morton Bruce and Norman L. Morton,
Jr.; his granddaughters: Melissa Bruce
Cummings and Emily Bruce; his
great-grandsons: Colton Bruce and
Bradley Lawrence Cummings; nieces,
nephews and dear friends.

A memorial service is planned for
Friday, December 1, at Mariner Sands
Chapel in Stuart, Fla.

Donations can be made in Norman’s
name to: Mariner Sands Chapel, 6500
SE Congressional Way, Stuart, FL
34997 or Molly’s House, 430 SE
Osceola Street, Stuart, FL 34997.

November 16, 2017

Charles D. ‘Bud’ Pulis, Jr., 85,
Navy Veteran Passes on Veterans Day
Charles D. Pulis, Jr., affectionately

known as “Bud,” of Springfield, N.J.,
died peacefully on Saturday, Novem-
ber 11, 2017, at the age of 85. The son
of Lillian and Charles D. Pulis, of
Westfield, Bud was born May 9, 1932
in Brooklyn, N.Y., and
came to Westfield follow-
ing his birth. He attended
Westfield schools and
graduated from the Taft
School, in Watertown,
Conn., followed by
Dartmouth College in
Hanover, N.H., where he
obtained his Bachelor of
Science degree, Class of
1955. Bud graduated from
Naval Officers’ Candidate
School in 1956, and was
commissioned Lt. JG,
Executive Officer and
Navigator on Minesweepers. He was
honorably discharged in 1959.

In 1961, Bud married his beloved
wife, the former Barbara Conlin, and
together they enjoyed many wonder-
ful years in Springfield, N.J. Bud
was a lifelong member of St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, in Westfield, was
baptized and married at St. Paul’s,
and served as an usher for 55 years;
and was chairman of the Steward-
ship, Finance, and Search Commit-
tees, and the Memorial Endowment
Trust. He served on the Vestry and as
Senior Warden.

Bud grew up with his family on
Halsey Island, Lake Hopatcong, and
later, his wife, Bobby, and he spent
their summers on Raccoon Island,

Lake Hopatcong, where he was a
lifelong member of the Lake
Hopatcong Yacht Club, an avid sailor,
a member of the E-ScowFleet, and
currently was serving as Past Com-
modore.

His business experience
included Commercial
Banking, Investment Bank-
ing, Insurance Executive
and Insurance Sales.
American College of In-
surance Designations in-
clude CLU, ChFC and
FLMI.

Charles is survived by
his loving wife of 56 years,
Barbara C. Pulis; his dear
sister, Mrs. F. Robert
Michael of Princeton, and
numerous nieces and neph-
ews. Bud Pulis was a kind,

gentle, and true friend. He will be
missed.

Visitation will be today, Thursday,
November 16, 2017, from 4 to 8 p.m.,
at Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street, Westfield. A funeral service
will be held on Friday, November 17,
at 10 a.m., at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church, 414 East Broad Street,
Westfield, N.J., with the burial follow-
ing at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in honor of Charles D. Pu-
lis, Jr. to the St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church of Westfield, the Children’s
Specialized Hospital Foundation in
Mountainside or the Lake Hopatcong
Yacht Club Foundation.

November 16, 2017

Charles “Bud” Pulis, Jr.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004437

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-045029-14

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC D/
B/A CHAMPION MORTGAGE COMPANY

VS.
Defendant: JOHN BARICH, HIS HEIRS, DE-

VISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS/HER, THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUC-
CESSORS IN RIGHT, TITTLE AND INTEREST
(1-10), JASON R. BARICH, BARBARA
MAKOWSKI, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AND
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 12/06/2017
Writ of Execution: 03/27/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Thirty Thousand Eight Hundred Sixty-One and
56/100*** $330,861.56.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains.

In the County of Union and the State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 564 Hunter
Avenue.

Block 405, Lot 2.
Dimensions of Lot (approximately): 75 feet x

113 feet.
Nearest Cross Street: Weaver Street
For interested parties regarding Sheriff’s Sale,

please contact Auction.com at (800) 793-6107 or
at www.auction.com.

Subject to: Taxes current as of 9/27/17. Sale is
subject to subsequent taxes, utilities, liens and
interest since 9/27/17.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Forty-One
Thousand Six Hundred Twenty-Eight and 05/
100*** $341,628.05 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
MCCABE, WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 201
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(856) 858-7080
4 T - 11/09, 11/16, 11/23
& 11/30/17 Fee: $187.68

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004471

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004004-16

Plaintiff: INVESTORS BANK
VS.
Defendant: KIRSTEN C. FRODEN
Sale Date: 12/06/2017
Writ of Execution: 07/31/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Forty-Eight Thousand Nine Hundred Sixteen and
45/100*** $248,916.45.

The property to be sold is located in the BORO
OF GARWOOD, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 454 2ND AVENUE,
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY
07207.

It is known and designated as Block 107, Lot
19.

The dimensions are approximately 28 feet X
150 feet.

Nearest cross street: Maple Street.
Prior lien(s): 3rd Quarter taxes open/due in the

amount of $1,615.98.
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Fifty-Five Thou-

sand Two Hundred Ninety-Eight and 62/100***
$255,298.62 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL & FRANKENBERG, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 11/09, 11/16, 11/23
& 11/30/17 Fee: $183.60

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004356

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-35565-09

Plaintiff: MTGLQ INVESTORS
VS.
Defendant: JOSEPH TUFARO; CATHERINE

M TUFARO, HIS WIFE; CATHERINE
MORTARULO AND MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC
REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. AS NOMI-
NEE FOR CITIBANK, N.A.

Sale Date: 11/29/2017
Writ of Execution: 06/27/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Eight Hundred
Twelve Thousand Three Hundred Thirty-Eight
and 97/100*** $812,338.97.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS, County of Union
and State of New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 228 WATCHUNG
TERRACE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY
07076.

It is known and designated as Block 3907, Lot
17.

The dimensions are approximately 75 feet X
100 feet.

Nearest cross street: Mountain Avenue.
Prior lien(s): 3rd Quarter taxes open/due in the

amount of $3,154.29.
Sewer account past due in the amount of

$132.27.
Sewer account open/due in the amount of

$129.69.
Sewer lien redemption in the amount of $823.29

(includes interest to 9/26/2017).
Total Upset:  ***Eight Hundred Thirty-Four

Thousand Eight Hundred Ten and 68/100***
$834,810.68 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL & FRANKENBERG, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 11/02, 11/09, 11/16
& 11/23/17 Fee: $208.08

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004304

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-016448-16

Plaintiff: DITECH FINANCIAL LLC
VS.
Defendant: FANNY JARAMILLO; MR.

JARAMILLO, SPOUSE OF FANNY JARAMILLO;
BRIDGET JARAMILLO; NELSON JARAMILLO;
MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION
SYSTEMS, INC. AS NOMINEE FOR
COUNTYWIDE HOME LOANS

Sale Date: 11/29/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/15/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Sixty-Five Thousand Five Hundred Ninety-Three
and 18/100*** $565,593.18.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of SCOTCH PLAINS in the County of
UNION and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 2311 CAROL PLACE,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

Tax LOT 1, BLOCK 3402 (f/k/a BLOCK 196,
LOT 8).

Dimensions of Lot: 83 feet wide by 108 feet
long.

Nearest Cross Street: CEDAR STREET.
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Seventy-Eight

Thousand Six Hundred Six and 75/100***
$578,606.75 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON, LLC
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 11/02, 11/09, 11/16
& 11/23/17 Fee: $189.72

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004473

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-5154-16

Plaintiff: MTGLQ INVESTORS, L.P.
VS.
Defendant: ORLANDO PRODE; MRS. OR-

LANDO PRODE, WIFE OF ORLANDO PRODE;
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.; BUILDERS GEN-
ERAL SUPPLY COMPANY

Sale Date: 12/06/2017
Writ of Execution: 09/26/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Fif-
teen Thousand Two Hundred Forty-Seven and
74/100*** $615,247.74.

The property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of GARWOOD, County of UNION, and
the STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

Commonly known as: 210 CENTER STREET,
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027.

Tax Lot No. 14, Block 405.
Dimensions of Lot (Approximately): 50 x 100;

0.1148 AC.
Nearest Cross Street: Myrtle Avenue.
SUBJECT TO: SEE CONDITIONS OF SALE
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Twenty-Eight

Thousand Five Hundred Twenty-Eight and 75/
100*** $628,528.75 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
LEOPOLD & ASSOCIATES, PLLC
90 EAST HALSEY ROAD
SUITE 202A
PARSIPPANY NEW JERSEY 07054
(914) 219-5787
4 T - 11/09, 11/16, 11/23
& 11/30/17 Fee: $163.20

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004479

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-001784-17

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK TRUST, N.A., AS
TRUSTEE FOR LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPA-
TION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: CHARLES ARGILA; ANN ARGILA;

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY; JOAN M. ARGILA; COLUMBIA
BANK

Sale Date: 12/13/2017
Writ of Execution: 09/26/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Twenty-Five Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty-
Eight and 14/100*** $425,728.14.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, in
the State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 11
Laurie Court, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

TAX LOT# 10, Block# 15303, PRIOR LOT
#21, Prior Block # 316.M.

APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 000. 926 AC
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Terrill Road.
Taxes: 4th Quarter of 2017 open balance

amount of $5,400.70, good through 11/1/17*
Other: Sewer open balance amount of $269.61*
*Plus interest on these figures through date of

payoff and any and all subsequent taxes, water
and sewer amounts.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Thirty-Four
Thousand Nine Hundred Seventy and 11/100***
$434,970.11 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN & EISENBERG, PC
1040 NORTH KINGS HIGHWAY
SUITE 407
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(609) 397-9200
4 T - 11/16, 11/23, 11/30
& 12/07/17 Fee: $179.52

Old Guard to Hear About
‘Deserted Village’ Tuesday

Daniel Bernier

SUMMIT AREA — Daniel
Bernier, director of Envi-
ronmental Services for the
Union County Park Sys-
tem and resident care-
taker, will speak to the
Summit Area Old Guard
at its Tuesday, November
21 meeting about the “De-
serted Village of Feltville”
and explain why, “It’s not
so deserted anymore!”

An historic district to-
day, Feltville is located
in the Township of Ber-
keley Heights, in the
Watchung Reservation.
It was built by David Felt
in 1845 to provide homes for the
workers at his paper mill. He built
13 double dwellings, two dormito-
ries (one for women, one for men),
a combination church and general
store, a barn and a blacksmith shop.

Felt, who became known as “King
David,” built himself a large manor
house to oversee his village and ruled
with methodical strictness. His
people had to buy from his village
store. They worked six days a week,
and on the seventh day all the villag-
ers had to go to church. A bell would
ring at seven in the morning for work,
at noon for lunch, at the end of the
work day, and at nine at night when
the people had to be in their quarters.

Life went on like this until 1860,
when Felt retired and sold the vil-
lage. Today, the district includes
eight houses, a church, a carriage
house and a general house. Only
three families remain as perma-
nent residents.

All active men age 50-plus are

invited to attend the Tuesday morn-
ing meetings of the Summit Area

Old Guard. Meetings
are held at the New
Providence Municipal
Center, located at 360
Elkwood Avenue, New
Providence. A coffee
hour starts at 9:15 a.m.,
followed by a 10 a.m.
business meeting
brightened by singing
and humor.  Guest
speakers begin their
talk at 10:30 a.m.

Old Guard members
participate in sports,
bridge, hikes, trips, plays,

concerts and other cultural events. For
more information, call Jim Hewitt at
(908) 233-5507 or log onto the website
summitoldguard.org.

Donald A. Hann, 89, Navy Veteran;
Retired From Westfield Police Dept.

Donald A. Hann of Randall Hill
Road, Ryegate, Vt., passed away
on Wednesday, November 8, 2017,
at Cottage Hospital in Woodsville,
N.H., at the age of 89.

He was born and raised in
Westfield, N.J. In his senior year
of high school, at age 17, he en-
listed in the U.S. Navy, where he
served for six years on several ships
and land bases during World War
II and the Korean conflict.

In 1950 he married Laura Kenny,
who gave him three wonderful chil-
dren, a daughter, Pamela Owston,
and twin sons, Thomas and James.
Upon his honorable discharge from
the Navy, he joined the Westfield
Police Department, where he
worked for 25 years, retiring in
1976. Upon his leaving he moved
to Ryegate, Vt., and took employ-
ment at Blue Mountain Union

School, where he remained for 18
years.

He was predeceased by his wife
of 64 years on May 14, 2015, and a
son, James, on February 10, 2005.

He is survived by his daughter,
Pamela Owston, and her husband,
James; his son, Thomas, and his
wife, Linda; a daughter-in-law,
Karen Hann; seven grandchildren;
five great-grandchildren; one
brother, John Hann, and his wife,
Lucille, along with several nieces
and nephews.

There will be no calling hours. A
graveside service will be held,
which will be private, at Pinehurst
Cemetery in South Ryegate, Vt.

Arrangements are by Hale Funeral
Home, 187 Upper Plain, Bradford,
Vt. For the online guestbook, visit
www.halefuneralhomes.com.
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Area Girl Scout Troops Sow
Imagine Memory Garden

MOUNTAINSIDE —
Mountainside 11th Grade Ambassa-
dor Girl Scout Troops 40443 and
40468 recently completed their “Sow
What” Journey project by planting a
pollinator memory garden at Imag-
ine, A Center for Coping with Loss,
located in Mountainside.

“Partnering with the Girl Scouts
was a joy,” said Mary Robinson,
Imagine executive director. “They
did an incredible job of designing
and sourcing the plants and the
beautiful butterfly bench for a
memory garden for Imagine.”

Children and parents who attend
Imagine will paint rocks in memory
of the person in their life who died
that will be placed throughout the
garden. All the rocks were dug up
by the Girl Scouts as they worked to
create the garden over several week-
ends in September. All the bulbs are
expected to be in bloom by spring.

Imagine expressed special thanks
to Clare Minick of Minick Smart Gar-
dening for assisting with the project,

and to Williams Nursery, The Home
Depot, Lowe’s, Dreyer Farms and
Bartell Farm & Garden Supply for
generously contributing to the gar-
den. Most of the plants planted will
attract butterflies and bees.

Imagine is a free, year-round
grief support center for children,
teens, parents and adults coping
with the loss of a family member
due to death, or caring for a family
member with a life-altering illness.
Imagine is designed to help chil-
dren and teens develop healthy
coping skills and also to foster re-
siliency and emotional well-being
for all those who grieve.

Imagine provides grief support and
education for children, parents and
adults through its bi-weekly peer
support groups, youth workshops and
in-service workshops in schools,
community agencies and workplaces.

Additionally, Imagine offers com-
munity-wide days of remembrance,
as well as on-site peer support in
schools and workplaces after any trau-
matic loss. For more information,
contact Administrative Manager Val
Stierhoff at val@imaginenj.org or
(908) 264-3100.

Ruth DeMatthews, 93, Loving Mother
And Longtime Westfield Resident

Ruth DeMatthews, 93, of Westfield
passed away peacefully on Monday,
November 13, surrounded by her lov-
ing family.

Ruth was born and raised in
Dunellen, N.J., and had lived in
Westfield since 1951. A loving wife
and mother, she lived for her family
and loved playing Bingo with her
family and friends.

She was the wife of the late Lewis
J. DeMatthews (2014), and a devoted
mother to her son, Lewis J. Jr., and his
wife, Donna, of Brielle, and her
daughter, Patricia Brois of Westfield.

She also will be deeply missed by
her three grandchildren, Michael

DeMatthews of Verona, N.J., David
DeMatthews of El Paso, Tex., and
Sarah Brois of Hamilton, N.J., as
well as her niece, Betty August, and
her husband, Kenneth, of Scotch
Plains, N.J.

A Funeral Mass will be celebrated
on Monday, November 20, at 10 a.m.,
at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Friends may visit on
Sunday, November 19, from 4 to 8
p.m., at Dooley Colonial Funeral
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue,
Westfield. Burial will be at Brig.
General William Doyle Cemetery in
Wrightstown, N.J.
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MEMORIES WILL BLOOM...Eleventh Grade Ambassador Girl Scout Troops
40443 and 40468 recently planted a pollinator memory garden at Imagine, A
Center for Coping with Loss in Mountainside. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Girl Scouts Kyra Kozar, Giulia Goggi, Amanda Carrico and Katie Healy, all
from Mountainside.

CRANFORD — The College
Women’s Club of Cranford has
announced that it has discontin-
ued the publication of its Cranford
Community Calendar after 43
years. The sale of the calendar has
been the primary fundraiser for
the club’s scholarship fund and
has enabled the College Women’s
Club to award thousands of dol-
lars in scholarships to Cranford’s
graduating seniors who are pursu-
ing higher education.

The College Women’s Club of
Cranford thanks all the local ad-
vertisers and residents who, for
the past 43 years, have continued
to support this major fundraiser
with the purchase of advertising
space and calendars. The club ex-
pressed special thanks to Perrotti’s
Quality Meats and Groceries,
Bell’s Pharmacy, Periwinkle’s and
the Cranford Public Library for
making the calendars available for
sale at their places of business,
and encouraged area residents to
continue to patronize these estab-
lishments.

The College Women’s Club is
planning several new fund-raising
initiatives. The “CWC Coloring

Book” will be available for pur-
chase for holiday giving. It will
feature line drawings of promi-
nent Cranford buildings and sites.
Another fundraiser, a ”Scholar
Tea,” will be held on Sunday,
March 11, 2018, in Bates Hall at
the First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford on Springfield Avenue.

Membership in the club is open
to all women who are graduates of
a four-year college or university.
For information about becoming a
member, call Janet Collins at (908)
653-1452.

IHM Holy Name
Slates Holiday Trip

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Holy
Name Society of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary Roman Catholic
Church in Scotch Plains is sponsor-
ing a trip to Sight & Sound Theater
in Lancaster, Pa., to see “The
Miracle of Christmas” show on
Tuesday, December 19.

The deluxe bus will leave the
church at 7 a.m. and will return at
approximately 6:30 p.m. The trip
includes a buffet lunch after the
show at Miller’s Smorgasbord res-
taurant in Lancaster as well as time
for visiting gift shops.

The cost is $125 per person.
Checks should be made payable to
“Holy Name Society of IHM.” The
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church
is located at 1571 South Martine
Avenue. For more information and
tickets, visit or contact the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary parish office at
(908) 889-2100.

College Women Discontinue
Calendar; Plan New Efforts

ADS PLACED IN

THE LEADER/TIMES

BRING RESULTS

Red Cross Posts
Area Blood Drives

AREA — The American Red Cross
has announced that blood drives will
be held at multiple area locations ahead
of the holiday season. Drives will take
place on Friday, November 17, 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m., at Plainfield High School,
950 Park Avenue; Monday and
Wednesday, November 20 and 22, 2 to
7 p.m. each day, at the American Red
Cross, 695 Springfield Avenue, Sum-
mit, and on Friday, November 24, 9
a.m. to 2 p.m., at the Cranford United
Methodist Church, 201 Lincoln Av-
enue East. To make an appointment or
for more information, download the
American Red Cross Blood Donor
App, visit redcrossblood.org or call 1-
800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).
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Open House  

 

Come to our KKindergarten & JK Open 

House Presentation on NNov. 30th at 

7:00pm and learn about our fabulous 

kindergarten & JK program.  
 

The PPre-school will also be hosting an 

Open House to meet the teachers and 

see the rooms for next year’s classes. 

Thursday, November 30th  

Time: 7:00 PM 

St. Paul’s Day School 

414 East Broad Street 

Westfield, New Jersey 07090 

908-233-5417 

stpaulsday@stpaulsday.org 

Visit us at www.stpaulsday.org or 
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   Day  School 
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RAKING UP DONATIONS...The Westfield High School (WHS) Community
Service Club announces leaf-raking services for Westfield residents this fall with
donations targeted for hurricane relief in Texas and Puerto Rico. If any residents
would like to hire club members for raking or would like to donate to the club to
support community service efforts, please contact club adviser Warren Hynes at
whynes@westfieldnjk12.org. In addition to the startup of leaf raking, the WHS
Community Service Club made and delivered 200 meals to homeless and other
low-income individuals in Manhattan in October through the club’s collaboration
with Bridges Outreach, a Summit-based nonprofit. The club has delivered meals
via Bridges for 12 years to Irvington, Newark and Manhattan, and club members
provide much-needed food and fellowship to individuals in need. Preparing to
distribute meals in Manhattan on a Friday night in October are Westfield High
School students, pictured left to right: Emma Wolynez, Jack Colby, Emma
Krueger, Tyler Wright and Alex Wendel. Not pictured are Peter Morariu, Jordan
Binkowitz, Mackenzie Dulski, and Chloe Landau.

 College Night Tonight at
Westfield High School

Saint Peter’s Prep
Announces AP Scholars

FOR THOSE IN NEED...Fifteen Westfield High School (WHS) students are
prepared to do something about the one in seven children in New Jersey who face
hunger every day. The WHS studetns are participating in Students Change
Hunger, a competition among New Jersey schools to collect food for their local
food banks. The group will be collecting non-perishable food items at the WHS
Football game on Thanksgiving Day. The game is on Thursday, November 23 at
11 a.m. at Kehler Stadium in Westfield. Items will be collected at both stadium
entrances and donated to the NJ Community Food Bank in Hillside. Monetary
donations will also be accepted.  Pictured are: Samantha Stravach,  Ava Paul, Jack
Cioffi, Mady Cohen, Julia Rickert, Daniella Vollaro, Alissa Witzel, Julie Dannevig,
Charlotte Moore, Ava Obsgarten, Julia Clark, Marcela Avans, Will Litchholt,
Zoe Tedeschi and Maddie McDevitt.

Wardlaw-Hartridge Students
Assist Refugee Family

Mehorter Awarded for Work
On Ithaca College Newspaper

WESTFIELD – Today, Thursday,
November 16, from 6:30 p.m. to
8:30 p.m., Westfield High School
(WHS) will host more than 155 col-
leges and universities at its annual
College Night. This event gives stu-
dents and their parents an opportu-
nity to gather information about col-
leges and universities nationwide.
The college representatives will be
in the WHS Varsity Gym, Gym 5 and
Cafeteria B.  A list of colleges and
universities that will be in attendance

are posted on the WHS Department
of Counseling Services’ website and
will be updated closer to the event.

Hosted for many years by
Westfield High School’s Depart-
ment of Counseling Services, Col-
lege Night offers a forum for stu-
dents and parents to talk one-on-
one with representatives from col-
leges and universities. The depart-
ment works diligently to provide
students access to an array of post-
secondary options.

ITHACA, N.Y. – Scotch Plains na-
tive Rebecca Mehorter is the chief
copy editor of The Ithacan, Ithaca
College's student newspaper. The pa-
per was inducted into the Associated
Collegiate Press Pacemaker Hall of
Fame at the National College Media
Convention in Dallas, Texas, on No-
vember 8. The Hall of Fame recog-
nizes student publications that have
received a combination of 15 national
Pacemaker and Pacemaker finalist

awards, widely referred to as "the
Pulitzer Prize of collegiate journal-
ism." Ms. Mehorter completed an in-
ternship at The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
during her senior year of high school.

The Ithacan was also selected as a
finalist for the 2016-17 Newspaper
Pacemaker Award and won first place
in the website category.

The Associated Collegiate Press, a
division of the National Scholastic Press
Association, is one of the oldest and
most prestigious college journalism or-
ganizations in the country. The Minne-
sota-based nonprofit organization is
dedicated to providing journalism edu-
cation and developing student media.

The organization established the
Pacemaker Hall of Fame award in
1970. As a new inductee, The Ithacan
joins the ranks of major student publi-
cations such as the Indiana Daily Stu-
dent and the Kansas State Collegian.

Miami Univ. Awards
Degree to Dursee

OXFORD, O.H. – Quinn Dursee
was one of more than 500 Miami
University students who earned a
degree during Miami University's
summer term.

Quinn, from Westfield, earned a
Bachelor of Arts .

Considered one of eight original
"Public Ivies" in the country, Mi-
ami University is located in Ox-
ford, Ohio.

EDISON – On October 29 a group
of 13 Upper School Students worked
as a team to help two local refugee
families that are supported by Inter-
faith RISE. Over the course of about
an hour and a half, the students worked
as a cohesive and efficient team to
move a family out of an apartment,
and then clean the apartment before
the new refugee family arrived.

Students moved heavy furniture
down a difficult stairwell, loaded a
truck, and helped the family pack
small items. As each room was emp-
tied, they then transitioned over to
cleaning duty. They vacuumed and

swept floors, scrubbed kitchen and
bathroom counters, and washed win-
dows. It should be noted that all of
this was done in the pouring rain.

The students who participated were:
Mia Reyes of South Plainfield, Jor-
dan Borst-Ortiz of Colonia, Dazlyn
Erachshaw of Iselin, Kelly Lawrence
of Scotch Plains, Victoria Howell of
Piscataway, Stan DeLaurentiis of
Plainfield, Judy Minnium of Scotch
Plains, Camila Fang of Edison, Ken-
neth Shen of Edison, Sohum Thakker
of Monroe, Neha Mandalapu of War-
ren, Silvia Xia of Iselin and Yash
Pandey of Edison.

GIVING IN DISGUISE...Just in time for Halloween, approximately 20 members
of Jefferson Elementary School’s Early Act Club in Westfield collected and
donated more than 70 new and gently used Halloween costumes to children who
are currently living in homeless shelters. The event was sponsored by NJCARES,
a non-profit organization who distributed the costumes to children living in
shelters to help them celebrate the holiday. Wearing or holding some of the
costumes are Jefferson fifth graders (standing left to right): Mahika Dang, Gabby
Pardo, Alyssa Hourie, Qunlan Doherty, Joseph Simone, and seated, Ben Duan and
Harrison Earnst. The Early Act Club of Jefferson School is a school wide service
learning club for fifth grade students.  It is sponsored by the Westfield Rotary Club
and it mimics the ideals of the organization, “service above self.”  Some of the
annual character building projects include: Wednesday Lunches, Halloween
Costume Collection, The Giving Tree, "Souper Bowl" food drive, and Jefferson's
School Store.

JERSEY CITY – Saint Peter's Prep
in Jersey City is proud to announce
that 54 students were named AP (Ad-
vanced Placement) Scholars. The AP
Scholars awards recognize high school
students who have demonstrated col-
lege-level achievement through their
work in AP classes and exams. AP
Scholars scored three or higher on
three or more AP exams. AP Scholars
with Honor received an average score
of 3.25 on four or more exams. AP
Scholars with Distinction received an
average score of 3.5 or greater on on
all exams taken and three or more on at
least five exams. National Merit Com-
mended Scholars placed among the
top five percent of more than 1.5 mil-
lion students who entered the 2017
competition by taking the 2015 Pre-
liminary SAT/National Merit Schol-
arship Qualifying Test.

Cranford: Andrew Tobin, '18 was
named a National Merit Commended
Scholar. Lucas Coleman, '17, was
named an AP Scholar with Distinction.

Scotch Plains: Matthew Coyne, '18
was named a National Merit Com-
mended Scholar. and an AP Scholar.
Theodore MacMillan, '17 was named
an AP Scholar with Distinction.  Sean
FitzGibbon, '18 was named an AP
Scholar.

Westfield: Sean Mikovits, '17 was
named an AP Scholar.

Morano Honored as
Bowdoin Scholar

BRUNSWICK, Maine – Bowdoin
College held its annual Sarah and James
Bowdoin Day ceremony on October 27
to honor those undergraduates who dis-
tinguish themselves with  excellence in
scholarship.

Those students who are designated
Sarah and James Bowdoin Scholars are
in the top (highest GPA) 20 percent of
each class for the previous academic
year. In addition, those scholars who
earned a GPA of 4.0 are designated
Sarah and James Bowdoin Book Award
winners.

Elise Morano, of Westfield, is a mem-
ber of the Bowdoin College Class of
2020.

Edison Intermediate Pays
Tribute to America’s Vets

WESTFIELD – Edison Interme-
diate School in Westfield thanked
America’s veterans on November 8
in a filled gymnasium decorated in
red, white and blue banners paying
tribute to the country’s servicemen
and women.

Special guest,  Christopher
Bolton, a former Sergeant in the Air
Force and father of Edison Princi-
pal, Matthew Bolton, described to
the students how he gave up a com-
fortable life to join the military. “I
was taught at home that benefits
come with responsibilities,” he said.
In describing how sacrifices are
made by those in the military he
explained, “Personal comforts
sometimes must be given up for the

benefit of the whole.”
In addition to Christopher Bolton,

other invited veterans lined the
bleachers while being entertained
by the school’s concert band and
8th grade chorus under the direc-
tion of John Scozzaro, Kenneth
Horn, and Kristine Smith-Morasso.
The Veterans Day event also in-
cluded readings by students and a
slide show accompanied by a med-
ley of Armed Forces theme songs.

Social Studies teacher and Mas-
ter of Ceremony, John Stasi, re-
minded those in attendance “We
had a peaceful election day thanks
to our veterans. Our veterans pro-
tect our rights. Say ‘Thank You’
every chance you get.”

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

Joseph M. Farella

Your local mortgage expert

For a detailed rate quote call: 

908.322.5423
 joe@americanunited.com

Big enough to offer you the lowest rates in the nation, 
Local enough to know you

www.americanunited.com
outstanding service and communication throughout the process” – 

GK AMMAN MAKES  GREAT SAVES; TOMASSO, ARMSTRONG ‘D’; DOBOSIEWICZ, HENDRICKS, BOND SINK PKS

Ridge Awarded Section Crown In Shootout with Blue Devils

‘VALL’ 2 TDS; ELLIOTT (INT)& LEVY FUMBLE RECOV.

Blue Devils Hold Back Ridge’s
Running in Grid Section, 17-10

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fullback RJ Milligan proved to be
a difficult individual to bring down
but the Westfield High School Blue
Devils, who bent somewhat, did not
break and created some key turnovers
to emerge with a 17-10 victory over
the eighth-seeded Ridge Red Devils
in the first round of the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 5 playoffs at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on Vet-
erans’ Day (11th hour of the 11th day
of the 11th month).

The top-seeded, 9-0 Blue Devils
recovered a pair of fumbles and stopped
a fake punt maneuver, which set up all
three of their scores, added a key touch-
down-preventing tackle then sealed
the victory with an interception late in
the fourth quarter to advance to the
semifinal round on November 18 at 1
p.m. to host the fifth-seeded Elizabeth
Minutemen, who defeated fourth-
seeded East Orange, 26-7.

The Red Devils relying almost ex-
clusively on a running game chewed
up 187 yards on 35 carries and
Milligan was responsible for 171 of
them, including a three-yard touch-

down (TD) run and a 41-yard sprint
that was cut short of being another TD
thanks to a saving tackle by defensive
back Jordan Simpson. Quarterback
Wesley Hudkins passed only twice in
the first half but needed to go to the air
often in the final minutes of the game
and finished with two receptions in 11
attempts for 33 yards, which included
the victory-sealing interception by co-
captain/linebacker Shea Elliott.

“I know he’s hard to take down. He
ran really well,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Jim DeSarno said. “They had a
good scheme for us on offense and
defense. They came out with a defense
they haven’t run all year. It took some
time to get adjusted to it then in the
second half, we were moving the ball.”

The Blue Devils were no strangers
to the ground game either. Sophomore
running back Tim Alliegro carried 17
times for 91 yards, senior Juandre
House carried 12 times for 43 yards
and quarterback Hank Shapiro, who
was sacked four times in the first half,
finished with 18 positive yards. Shapiro
did take to the air 13 times, completing
nine for 101 yards. Colin Freer had
four receptions for 43 yards, Tommy

Norris had two receptions for 30 yards,
Stevie Barden had a nine-yard recep-
tion and Emmett Smith had two recep-
tions for 19 yards.

The “aces in the hole”, however,
were senior defensive end Jake Vall-
Llobera and company. When the situ-
ation presented itself, Vall-Llobera
would shift to the offense and take
some snaps. Three other primarily de-
fensive players, Drew Ortiz (13 tack-
les), and co-captains Elliott and Jacob
Dayon were inserted for blocking to
assist co-captain John McCauley and
the rest of the offensive line. It paid off
as Vall-Llobera carried eight times for
31 yards, including TD runs of six
yards and two yards.

The Red Devils’ defense presented
its determination early. After deliver-
ing a six-yard sack to Shapiro, the
Blue Devils were forced to punt and it
was blocked. Ridge took over at the
Westfield 42. Seven running plays
later and with 16 seconds left in the
first quarter, Milligan pushed in from
the three-yard line and Nolan Hughes
kicked the extra point.

Midway through the second quar-

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defense called the shots, or at least
stopped them, for 100 minutes in the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
Championship game between the
third-seeded Ridge Red Devils and
the top-seeded Westfield High School
girls soccer team at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield on November 9. As
in last year’s semifinal showdown
between the two powers, it came down
to a shootout and the result was simi-
lar as the Red Devils gained a 4-3
advantage and earned the title.

Thanks to the efforts of a tenacious
defense and the outstanding efforts of
Blue Devil goalkeeper Caitlin Amman
the game could have been decided in
Ridge’s favor in the first half.

“That first 25 minutes we were un-
der so much pressure. There was a lot
of bend but there was no break. Ridge
is always a powerhouse. To keep it 0-
0 for as long as we did. The shootout
is unfortunate. Somebody’s got to win.
It’s uncomfortable. It’s not like free
throws in basketball. Free throws in
basketball happens all the time.
Shootouts you can’t prepare for that
moment. Their keeper made some
saves. We look back and it was a

tremendous season,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Alex Schmidt said.

Two Blue Devil backs in particular,
senior Haley Tomasso and junior Kate
Armstrong, had standout afternoons
rejecting and turning back Red Devil
attacks.

“I was super proud of all the girls
obviously. Haley Tomasso is a girl
who played ninth grade soccer then
she played two years of JV or a year of
JV, then made it up here last year,
didn’t play a lot. This year she has
been lights out for us. For so many of
these seniors, they did so well,” Coach
Schmidt expressed.

“The defense today was absolutely
incredible. To hold a team like Ridge
to 0-0, and force them into overtime on
PKs is a great accomplishment. Haley
Tomasso was shutting down people on
the left side of the field. Kate
[Armstrong], a junior, stepped in and
came up big. It’s her first year playing
on varsity and you couldn’t even tell
that in the way she plays with Julia
Kuhn in the back and Josie Green-
wood on the right side,” Blue Devil co-
captain Natalie Bond expressed.

Amman made four saves of shots
on goal in the first half and three of
them were of a perilous nature. Her

first key save came near the midway
point when she dove to her left to
smother a wicked shot soaring in from
the right side. Amman’s most acro-
batic save came a few minutes later
with a leaping swat of a dart that
seemed destined to find a home in the
netting just underneath the crossbar.
Amman would finish with six saves.

“Caitlin! We talked about this be-
fore following the steps of Lizzy
Brucia. She’s done as much if not
more than Lizzie did. Caitlin, we get
her back next year, which I am super
excited about. She’s got the poise and
grit that you want in a goalkeeper,”
Coach Schmidt said.

“Caitlin has been coming up big for
us all year against top-20 teams mul-
tiple times. We expected nothing less
from her this game coming up big
multiple times in the first half. She
played great today,” co-captain Grace
Elliott said.

“Caitlin Amman, just a complete
beast today in PKs and regulation,
played her heart out today and so did
the rest of the defense,” Bond said.

The 19-0-2 Blue Devils did manage
to change the tide in the second half
and throughout the overtime periods.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GREAT DEFENSIVE PERFORMANCE...Blue Devil senior defending back Haley Tomasso, No. 8, displayed her all-around
athletic ability during the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Championship game against Ridge on November 9.

Cranford/Par Hills Football
SPF/Hopatcong on page 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL ACES IN THE HOLE...Blue Devil defensemen Jacob Dayon, No. 4, Shea Elliott, No. 43, and Drew Ortiz, No.
50, shifted to offense to block for Jake Vall-Llobera, No. 8, who scored both touchdowns against Ridge on Veterans’ Day.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Blue Devils Hold Back Ridge’s Running Game
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOVING ON TO DIVISION II-III...Six Westfield Blue Devils have signed a letter of intent to play Division II or III sports.
Pictured, left to right, are: Molly Ryan (Tufts University — girls basketball), Melina McDevitt (Tufts University — girls
soccer), Kylinn Kraemer (Montclair State University — girls soccer), Grace Elliott (University of Scranton — girls soccer),
Mark Walter (Muhlenberg College — boys soccer) and Dan Sokolin (Dickinson College — boys soccer); back row, Coaches
Liz McKeon (girls basketball), Alex Schmidt (girls soccer), Katie Werthheimer (Assistant girls soccer), Sandy Mamary
(Director of Athletics) and Derrick Nelson (WHS Principal).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOVING ON TO DIVISION I...Ten Westfield Blue Devils have signed a letter of intent to play Division I sports. Pictured,
left to right, are: front row; Whitney Shyposh (Rutgers University — Crew), Muriel Maloney (Monmouth University — girls
swimming), Sydney Paoletti (Columbia University — girls lacrosse), Catherine Moriarty (University of Florida — girls
lacrosse) and Natalie Bond (Stanford University — girls lacrosse); back row, Sam Pugliese (Jacksonville University — boys
lacrosse), Eric Bebel (Bryant University — boys swimming), Ryan Bebel (College of William & Mary — boys swimming),
Luke Hunziker (Colgate University — boys lacrosse) and Pat McIlroy (Lehigh University — boys lacrosse).

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Nationwide

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555
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Annual “live” Charity Auction
Please Join Us!

$20 for bidding paddle, food & drinks

Thursday, November 16th 
4:30-8:00PM

Light Food and refreshments served.
Tricky Tray drawings start @ 6PM, 

“Live” Auction @ 7PM

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 

Carol Tener 

Call Direct:  (908) 233-2243 

 
 This Picture Perfect Center Hall Colonial sits majestically on 3/4 acre of beautiful 
private grounds.  This very gracious and spacious home showcases exceptional 
architectural detail and millwork.  With a soft neutral palette flowing throughout, 
and beautiful hardwood flooring, a recent renovation has put this beautiful home 
in tip top condition! The 11 rooms include 4 bedrooms and 3.2 baths in the main 
house.  An added attraction is the 2-car attached heated garage, offering access to 
the adjoining 2-story “carriage house” - the perfect office/studio/guest or au-pair 
suite—with full bath, separate heat and central air, and mahogany deck overlook-
ing the rear gardens!  Surrounded by other stately homes in a premier neighbor-
hood, this Westfield “gem” is location perfect  - so close to Westfield’s exceptional 
schools, fine shopping, library, parks and NYC commuter transportation.   
                                                       Offered for $1,700,000 

  301 Hillside Avenue, Westfield 

BORR 8 KILLS, 14 DIGS; SWINGLE 19 DIGS; SERAFIN 20 ASST

Ridge Downs Blue Devils 2-1,
In NJ State Volleyball Thriller

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls’
volleyball team saw its hope for a
state championship come to an end
during a thrilling 2-1 loss at Ridge in
a Group IV A Sectional final match
played on November 8. The Number
4 seed Blue Devils had undefeated,
top-seeded Ridge on the ropes in the
first set, with a chance to serve for set
point at 24-23, before ultimately los-
ing 27-25.

In the second set, Westfield put on
a comeback for the ages in rallying
from a 21-18 deficit and scoring seven
straight points to close out the set with
a 25-21 win. Ridge came back to
capture the third set, 25-14, and the
match along with it.

“In that first set, we were right
there,” said Westfield Head Coach
Bev Torok. “We were serving for the
set and if we could have closed it out,
well, then with what happened in the
second set, we’d be moving on. It is
tough when you are that close.”

The first set was a classic with each
team putting on spectacular displays
of defense and engaging in long ral-
lies. Westfield led most of the first set
but could never pull away from Ridge.
The 23-4 Blue Devils built their larg-
est advantage at 20-16 but Ridge an-
swered with six straight points to take
a 22-20 lead. Westfield took advan-
tage of some unforced errors by Ridge
to tie the score and eventually pulled
ahead with a chance for set point at
24-23. But Peyton Robb came up big
for Ridge with a kill to tie it at 24-24

and then served up an ace to put the
26-0 Red Devils one point away from
claiming the first set.

Stephanie Borr knotted it again at
25-25 with a kill down the line but
Ridge came back to win the next two
points and with it, the all-important
first set, 27-25. In the second set it
appeared that losing such a hard fought
first set may have taken a toll on the
Westfield players. Ridge surged to a
15-8 lead and was within striking
distance of a straight set victory. Ridge
still held a solid advantage at 21-17
lead but Westfield would reel off seven
straight points to close out the scoring
and take the second set, 25-21. It was
the first set Ridge had lost since Sep-
tember 19 against North Hunterdon,
breaking a streak of 40 straight set
victories. The improbable comeback
was spearheaded by Borr who scored
four of the final eight points for her
team.

“Borr is such a great player,” said
Ridge Head Coach Joanne Milot. “We
just basically tried to match up our tall
outside players against her but she is
able to create shots for herself in a
variety of ways. I think in the third set
we had more success against her than
we did in the first two.”

The stage was set for an incredible
third set but once it got going, it was
clear that Ridge was in firm control.
Ridge raced out to a 10-3 lead, seem-
ingly unfazed at having allowed the
second set to slip away moments ear-
lier. That lead became 20-10, as the
combo of Julia Syrdahl and Evelina
Adamczyk proved too much for the

Westfield defense to handle. Ridge
went on to win the third and final set
25-14.

Really though, Ridge won this match
not with their offense but instead with
their defense and incredible ability to
save points with terrific digs.

“They dug everything today,” said
Torok of Ridge’s winning effort. “We
had a good day digging the ball too
but some of the balls we hit against
them we really thought would fall and
to Ridge’s credit, they wouldn’t let
that happen. I think our shots were
good to the point that against most
other teams, they would have found
the floor.”

Rachel Tam led Ridge with 28 digs.
Zoe Pan had 27 assists. Evelina
Adamczyk had six aces, eight kills
and three digs.

For Westfield, Stephanie Borr had
one ace, six service points, eight kills,
a block and 14 digs. Sydney Swingle
recorded three service points and 19
digs. Grace Serafin had an ace, four
service points, 20 assists, one block
and seven digs.

“Our defense was fantastic today,”
said Milot. “Credit to Westfield. They
brought it out of us today with their
pressure and smart play. They are, by
far, the best team we have played
against this season.”

Ridge would go on to claim the
Group IV state title with a straight set
victory over Cherokee on November
11 at William Patterson University.

LETTER OF INTENT...Westfield Blue Devil  Stephanie Borr, flanked by Head
Coach Bev Torok and Assistant Jay Cook, has signed a letter of intent to play
Division III volleyball at Brandeis University in Waltham, Mass.

ter Elliott recovered a Ridge fumble
at the Westfield 41.

“Drew Ortiz came up with a big hit.
We have been preaching all week that
this guy is a second-effort runner.
When you get guys like those, you get
as many hacks as you can on the ball
and try to rip it out,” Elliott said. “We
have three senior linebackers. Me,
Jake and Drew have been playing our
whole life together and we got Will
Kessler this year. We can read off
each other. It works out great.”

“RJ is a tough runner. Talk about a
football player, I would point to that
guy every time. He gave everything
he had today. It was tough bringing
him down,” Dayon expressed.

Despite being sacked once for a
six-yard loss, Shapiro engineered a
12-play, 59-yard drive that ended with
Vall-Llobera’s six-yard TD with 3:04
left in the half. Aidan Boland kicked
the point after to knot the score.

The Blue Devil defense baffled
Ridge on its next series and caused
another fumble with a number of play-
ers pouncing on the ball until Dayon
came up holding the ball in the air
giving Westfield possession at the
Red Devil 36.

“Noah Levy recovered it but I actu-
ally ripped it out of his hands. I give

Noah credit for that one,” Dayon ex-
plained.

On the seventh play, Boland kicked
a 22-yard field goal to make the half-
time score, 10-7.

Ridge cut short Westfield’s first se-
ries of the second half when Sean
Spina intercepted Shapiro’s pass at the
Red Devil 20-yard line but the Blue
Devil defense got tough. When defen-

sive end Joe San Giacomo batted down
Hudkins’ pass, Ridge set up to punt
with a fourth-and-three. A fake punt
attempt failed and Westfield took over
at the Ridge 49. On the 13th play, Vall-
Llobera barreled in from the two with
:09 left in the third quarter.

Ridge answered with a drive that
got temporarily waylaid with a seven-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Probitas Verus Honos
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Cranford High School football
team saw its 2017 season come to an
end in a 48-21 defeat at Parsippany
Hills on November 10 during an
NJSIAA, first round, North 2, Group
III playoff game. Playing under bru-
tally cold temperatures and gusty wind
conditions, the seventh-seeded Cou-
gars were blown away, not only by the
elements but by a high-powered Vi-
king passing game.

Cranford Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier was not willing to blame
the loss on the weather though. “The
weather was not a factor. It was the
same for both teams.”

Parsippany Hills quarterback (QB)
Nick Verducci passed for 408 yards
and five touchdowns, while running
for another score. His favorite target
on the night was EJ Comerford, who
caught 10 passes for 236 yards and a
pair of touchdowns. Comerford also
intercepted a pass in the fourth quar-
ter and ran it back 50 yards for an-
other touchdown.

The Cranford defense was helpless

all night against a Parsippany Hills
offense that was extremely hot de-
spite the freezing temperature.
Parsippany Hills (9-1) tallied 602
yards of total offense with running
back Wilson Done rushing for 115
yards on 23 carries to lead the ground
game.

Things started off great for the
Cougars when Elijah Arroyo took the
opening kickoff and raced 88 yards
for a touchdown to give Cranford a
lightning quick 7-0 advantage. But
Parsippany Hills answered with a five-
play, 75-yard march that culminated
in a 43-yard touchdown pass from
Verducci to Comerford, tying the
game 7-7 with 9:46 left in the first
quarter. Comerford beat Arroyo on a
post pattern for the tying score.

In the second quarter, Parsippany
Hills grabbed the lead at 14-7, when
Verducci found Comerford once again
behind the Cranford defense for a 16-
yard touchdown pass with 9:25 to go
before the half. The scoring play
capped a 12-play, 80-yard drive in
which the Vikings mixed run and pass
to great success.

Lightning struck twice for Cranford
(6-4) on the ensuing kickoff. Attempt-
ing to kick away from Arroyo, who
had burned them for a touchdown on
the opening kick, Parsippany Hills
tried a squib kick that was fielded by
up back Rob Schork at the Cranford
32. Schork scooped up the ball and
made a decisive move upfield, racing
through a line of Viking defenders
and emerging ahead of the field on his
way to a 68-yard touchdown return.
While Cranford had been unable to
stop Parsippany Hills nor manage
much offense, they found themselves
tied 14-14 with 9:10 still to play be-
fore the half. The quick scores were
certainly welcome by the Cougars but
they also had the effect of keeping the
defense on the field for extended pe-
riods of time against a Parsippany
Hills offense that was really heating
up.

Verducci took control of the game
for Parsippany Hills at this point.
After a touchback on the kickoff,
Parsippany Hills marched 80 yards in
12 plays for another touchdown. This
time it was Verducci scoring on keeper
from four yards out to make it 21-14
with 4:17 left in the quarter. Verducci
and his mates were not done though.
The defense quickly forced a Cranford
punt and the Vikings took over at their
37-yard line. The Vikings quickly
moved the ball downfield before
Verducci connected with Dennis Wil-
son on an 11-yard touchdown pass for
a 28-14 lead with just over a minute to
go before the break.

Arroyo suffered a scary leg injury
in the second quarter while making a
tackle. He did not return to the game.

“Elijah has an ankle injury,” said
Rosenmeier. “It was a big blow to our
team as he is a co-captain and a great
leader and a very good football player.
Unfortunately, it happens.”

The Parsippany Hills offense was
clicking on all cylinders in the first
half and the pistons kept firing to start
the second. The Vikings took their
opening possession and moved
smartly down the field. The drive
covered 75 yards and ended with an-
other Verducci-to-Wilson scoring
connection, this time from 11 yards
out, making it 34-14 in favor of the
home team.

“He is a four year starter for them at
the QB position,” said Coach
Rosenmeier. “We were able to slow
the running game down but they were
excellent in the pass game in terms of
protection, delivering the ball, mak-
ing the catch and running afterwards.
Having said that we did get them in
eight third-and-medium to third-and-
long situations and they converted
seven of them through the third quar-
ter. We needed to be better on third
downs with our execution and play
calls. More importantly we needed to
be better on offense.”

The Cranford offense finally an-
swered, putting together its best drive
of the night. The Cougars traversed
58 yards in six plays before senior
Anthony Araujo swept into the end
zone from 13 yards out to cut the
deficit to 34-21 with 5:25 left in the
third quarter.

“We moved the ball well at times but
had too many negative plays based on
missed blocks, poor reads and two
dropped balls on third downs. We
needed to give our defense a break by
putting points on the board and keeping
their offense off of the field. We were
not able to do that at several key mo-
ments especially right at the end of the
first half when they scored with 1:16 left
putting them up by two scores. With
them receiving the ball and scoring on
their first possession of the second half
it put us in a hole we could not dig out
of,” Coach Rosenmeier said.

With the chance to build on that
momentum, the Cougars simply could
not deal with the multi-pronged
Parsippany Hills offensive attack.
Parsippany Hills answered quickly
and decisively with a seven-play, 75-
yard scoring drive that culminated in
a 19-yard touchdown pass from
Verducci to Wilson, his third scoring
catch of the night. The Viking drive
took just two minutes and gave them
a 41-21 lead with 3:25 remaining in
the third quarter.

EJ Comerford settled the issue once
and for all when he picked off a swing
pass from Cranford QB Dan Curren
early in the fourth quarter and re-
turned it 50 yards for a touchdown.
Comerford snagged the pass out of
the air as he rushed into the backfield
from the left edge and was off to the
races with nothing but green turf
ahead.

Wilson had seven catches for 80
yards and three touchdowns.
Cranford, which lost its first two games
of the 2017 season, rallied to win six
of their next seven, earning them the
seventh seed in the playoff bracket.
Parsippany Hills will host third seeded
Voorhees in the next round.
Cranford   7   7   7   0 21
Parsippany Hills   7 21 14   7 48

HEISEY 5 TD PASSES, 355 YD; LAYLOR 3 TDS, PORTER 2 TD

Raiders Stop Hopatcong, 43-24,
In Football Consolation Finale

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior quarterback (QB) Cooper
Heisey tossed five touchdown passes,
all in the first half to lead the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School foot-
ball team to a 43-24 victory over
Hopatcong in a consolation game
played on November 11 in Scotch
Plains. Heisey went 18-for-26 and
amassed 355 yards in staking the Raid-
ers to 43-8 halftime advantage. The
victory was the first of the season for
the Raiders and first year Head Coach
Marc Ciccotelli.

“Our receivers were just getting
open,” said Heisey. “All I had to do
was put the ball where it had to be.
Our receivers worked really hard ev-
ery day and throughout the summer to
be able to do what they did today.”

Heisey hooked up with Anthony
Porter for three touchdown passes
and Dwight Layler for two more as
the Raiders lit up the scoreboard and
the stat sheet against a winless
Hopatcong team. The visiting Chiefs,
a Group I school, began the game by
successfully executing and recover-
ing an onside kick on the opening
kickoff. The chicanery set Hopatcong
up for an opening drive that ended
with a touchdown run. After a suc-
cessful two-point conversion, the visi-
tors had an 8-0 lead less than three
minutes into the game.

The ease with which the Chiefs
drove down the field on their opening
drive had to be alarming to the Raider
faithful, which had seen this defense
get torched for 82 and 64 points in
games this season. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood had not held a single oppo-
nent to less than 34 points in any game
this year. On this day though, the
Raider defense would rise to the oc-
casion.

Hopatcong, playing with a nothing
to lose attitude, attempted another
onside kick but this one went out of
bounds setting up Heisey and the
Raider offense in great field position.
On the very first offensive play, Heisey
hit Isaiah Stewart streaking down the
right sideline for a 50-yard gain to the
Hopatcong 15-yard line. Heisey then
connected with Porter on a post route
for a 15-yard touchdown. A success-
ful two-point conversion evened the
score at 8-8.

The Raiders then gave the visitors a
taste of their own medicine when they
successfully recovered an onside kick
at midfield. Two plays later Heisey
threw a wide receiver screen to Layler,
who caught the ball then cut back
outside and outraced pursuit down
the sideline for a 50-yard touchdown.

After the extra point, the Raiders led
15-8 with 7:45 still to play in the
opening quarter.

The Raider defense did its part on
the next series. After Hopatcong drove
the ball inside the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood 20, defensive lineman
Jahsyn Silver sacked the Hopatcong
QB Francesco Mastroeni on a fourth
down play giving the ball back to the
offense. It only took two plays for
Heisey to take advantage when he
went up top on a pump-and-go route,
lofting a beautiful toss to Porter be-
hind the Chief defense for a 58-yard
scoring strike with 56 seconds left in
the first quarter. The score was Porter’s
second of the day and Heisey’s third
touchdown pass in less than a quarter.

The floodgates were now open as
Heisey would go on to dial up two
more touchdown passes in the half.
He hit Layler on a shallow crossing
route for a six yard touchdown that
gave the Raiders a 29-8 lead with
6:17 left in the half. Then Heisey
hooked up with Porter on a slant route
that resulted in a 25-yard touchdown
making it 36-8, with 3:06 left in the
second quarter.

Running back Nick Palazzolo
added to the offensive onslaught with
a three-yard touchdown run with just
:07 left before the half giving Scotch
Plains-Fanwood a commanding 43-8
lead. With that Heisey’s day and his
Raider career was done as Coach
Ciccotelli opted to play his second
unit the rest of the way.

Hopatcong inched closer with a
couple of touchdowns in the second
half making the final score somewhat
more respectable, 43-24. Really
though, the Chiefs were badly
outmatched by Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and never really competed
after the first offensive touchdown of
the game.

For the Raiders, the win offered
some small degree of satisfaction in a
season which saw them light up the

scoreboards frequently but never quite
bright enough to outshine the oppo-
nents.

Stewart, a junior, caught nine passes
for 155 yards to lead all Scotch Plains-
Fanwood receivers but he was shut
out of the end zone. Stewart hauled in
a pass late in the first half that helped
Heisey eclipse the 4,000-yard mark
for the season.

“It means a lot for us to be able to
come out here and perform like this in
our final game of the season,” said
Stewart. “Things didn’t always go the
way we wanted them to this year but
to come out here and show the effort
we did today is a dream come true.
I’m going to miss Cooper Heisey next
year.”

Layler had six catches for 109 yards.
Porter proved highly efficient turning
all three of his receptions for 88 yards
into touchdowns. Heisey, undecided
about his college plans, finished his
Raider career as the all-time Scotch
Plains-Fanwood yardage leader with
over 6,400* (2,023 in 2116). With a
five touchdown performance in his
curtain call, he certainly went out in
style. *Total needs to be verified.

“I’ve been on the sidelines with
my dad since I was four years old,”
said Heisey. “I’ve been around it for
a really long time. It is tough to see
it over but this was a good way to
end it.”
Hopatcong   8   0   8   8 24
Sc Pl-Fanwood 29 14   0   0 43

WF Boys, Girls Place 3rd
In Group IV Cross-Country
The Westfield High School girls

and boys cross-country teams placed
third in their respective State Group
IV Championships at Holmdel Park
on Veterans Day, November 11, to
qualify for the Meet of Champions. It
was the girls’ first trip to the MOC
since 2000.

The Blue Devil girls also shattered
their team time average by 13 sec-
onds with a time of 19:55.6 and had
the tightest team compression of all
the girls teams with only 32 seconds
separating their first and fifth runner.
The girls’ team total was 106, slightly
behind second placed Ridge at 104,
while North Hunterdon took top hon-
ors with a total of 82.

Mia Melao, who finished 14th, was
the first Blue Devil to cross with a
personal record (PR) time of 19:45,
which sliced 24 seconds off her previ-
ous best time. Grace Morgan finished

17th with a PR time of 19:48 — 1:17
better. Sarah Hacker knocked 56 sec-
ond off her previous best, crossing
20th at 19:54. Caroline Collins fin-
ished 25th with a PR time of 19:59
(knocking off 55 seconds). Brianna
Hatch crossed in 21:33 and Caroline
Stockwell finished in 21:40 (PR by
33 seconds).

The Blue Devil boys took third
with a total of 127 and recorded an
average time of 16:42. The first six
runners recorded PR times with Matt
Meusel crossing 17th at 16:30 (:24
PR), followed directly by Spencer
Weigand 18th at 16:32 (:37 PR). James
McCutcheon finished 23rd at 16:37
(:24 PR) and Ethan Belka finished
43rd at 16:52 (:23 PR). Jon Givelber
came in 50th at 16:59 (:19 PR), Stuart
Pollock finished 55th at 17:03 (:25
PR) and Zach Spergel finished 82nd
at 17:25.

David B. Corbin (UCT Nov. 2 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

QUALIFYING FOR THE MOC...The Blue Devil boys cross-country team placed
third in the Group 4 Meet to qualify for the Meet of Champions. Pictured, left to
right are Blue Devils Spencer Weigand, Will Loggia, Stuart Pollock, Zach Spergel,
Ethan Belka, Matt Meusel, Jon Givelber and James McCutcheon.

David B. Corbin (UCT Nov. 2 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

QUALIFYING FOR THE MOC...The Blue Devil girls cross-country team placed
third in the Group 4 meet to qualify for the Meet of Champions. Pictured, left to
right, are Grace Morgan, Sarah Hacker, Brianna Hatch,  Lucy Gretsky, Caroline
Stockwell, Mia Melao and Caroline Collins.

WF ‘Y’ Devilfish Finish
Fabulously at Fall Frenzy

The Westfield “Y” Devilfish swim-
mers turned in strong performances at
the Fall Frenzy meet at the Wyckoff
Family “Y”, held on November 4 and
5. Many of the 60 participating Dev-
ilfish placed in the top-8 in their re-
spective age groups.

8U GIRLS: Olivia Constable (2nd
25-breast), Emma Crall (4th 25-free,
7th 25-back), Kaylie Gao (2nd 25-
free, 3rd 25-breast, 6th 25-fly), Lila
Griffith (4th 25-breast, 6th 25-back)

8U BOYS: Alex Giangone (4th 25-
back, 5th 25-fly, 8th 25-free)

9-10 GIRLS: Emelia Dengler (2nd
50-free and 50-breast, 4th 50-fly),
Sophia Fussman (3rd 50-free and 50-
back, 4th 100-breast), Ashley Gao
(6th 200IM), Kathryn Williamson (7th
100-breast and 200IM)

9-10 BOYS: Joshua Cetin (4th 50-

fly), Ted Crall (2nd 50-free), Cole
Sharkey (1st 200IM and 50-free, 3rd
200-free), Logan Swenson (1st 50-
back, 2nd 100-back, 6th 100-breast),
Alex Yoon (7th 50-back)

11-12 GIRLS: Emily Constable
(1st 100-breast, 5th 100-free), Emily
Gao (1st 100-back), Isabella Giacobbe
(7th 100-back), Julianne Kamins (6th
100-back), Lauren Lane (3rd 100-
free), Clare Logan (3rd 200-free),
Tyler Partridge (4th 200-breast, 6th
1,000-free, 8th 100-fly)

11-12 BOYS: Will Crall (4th 100-
breast, 5th 100-free)

13-14 BOYS: Christopher Cheng
(4th 200-breast, 5th 200-free), Kevin
Gao (6th 500-free), Matt Swenson (2nd
500-free), Kevin Warren (8th 200-breast)

15-18 BOYS: Gary Maimon (8th
200-free)

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

PERSON-TO-PERSON AND
PLACE-TO-PLACE TRANSFER

Take notice that application has been
made to the Mayor and Council of the
Borough of Fanwood, Borough Hall, 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey 07023 to transfer the Limited Retail
Distribution License #2005-43-002-002
heretofore issued to The Great Atlantic &
Pacific Tea Company, Inc., to Suny Desai,
which shall be used at the premises lo-
cated at 61-65 South Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey 07023.

The persons who will hold an interest in
this license are:

Mr. Suny Desai, 14 Eventide Court,
Morris Plains, New Jersey 07950

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to: Eleanor McGovern,
Borough Administrator/Clerk, Borough
Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey 07023.

SUNY DESAI
c/o Vinay Mavinkurve, Esq.

MAVINKURVE & PATEL LLC
555 US Highway 1 South, Suite 100

Iselin, New Jersey 08830
2 T - 11/9/17
& 11/16/17, The Times Fee: $55.08

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 17-24

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
§106-147 (APPLICATION
FEES) IN ARTICLE XII (FEES),
IN CHAPTER 106 (LAND USE)
OF THE CODE OF THE BOR-
OUGH OF GARWOOD TO
REVISE THE FEES FOR CER-
TAIN APPLICATIONS.

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
17-24, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2017.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 11/16/17, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 17-25

ORDINANCE OF THE BOR-
OUGH COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY ADOPTING THE
SOUTH AVENUE II REDEVEL-
OPMENT PLAN, PURSUANT
TO THE LOCAL REDEVEL-
OPMENT AND HOUSING
LAW,  N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 ET
SEQ.

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
17-25, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2017.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 11/16/17, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

COUNTY OF UNION

TAKE NOTICE that the undersigned will expose for sale at Public Auction, in
accordance with Title 39:10A-1, at the times and locations specified below, the following
motor vehicles which came into the possession of the Scotch Plains Police Department
through abandonment or failure of owners to claim same.

All the vehicles on the following lists are offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose. Minimum bid for each
vehicle will be all towing and storage fees due to the towing agency.

Purchase must be made by cash or certified check. A 10% deposit must be given at time
of auction. Balance must be paid by 4:00 p.m. the same day.

The public auction shall be held on November 22, 2017 in accordance with the laws of
the State of New Jersey pertaining thereto.

The following vehicle may be examined at ACE Towing 1509 Front Street Scotch
Plains, New Jersey at 8:30 am. Public Auction will commence at 8:45 am.

MAKE YEAR VIN NO. MINIMUM BID
TOYOTA 2002 4T1BE32K32U515138 $10,065.00

Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk

1 T - 11/16/17, The Times Fee: $38.76

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

COUNTY OF UNION

TAKE NOTICE that the undersigned will expose for sale at Public Auction, in
accordance with Title 39:10A-1, at the times and locations specified below, the following
motor vehicles which came into the possession of the Scotch Plains Police Department
through abandonment or failure of owners to claim same.

All the vehicles on the following lists are offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose. Minimum bid for each
vehicle will be all towing and storage fees due to the towing agency.

Purchase must be made by cash or certified check. A 10% deposit must be given at time
of auction. Balance must be paid by 4:00 p.m. the same day.

The public auction shall be held on November 22, 2017 in accordance with the laws of
the State of New Jersey pertaining thereto.

The following vehicle may be examined at ACE Towing 1509 Front Street Scotch
Plains, New Jersey at 8:30 am. Public Auction will commence at 8:45 am.

MAKE YEAR VIN NO. MINIMUM BID
CHEV 2006 1G1AL18F667667870 $9,225.00

Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk

1 T - 11/16/17, The Times Fee: $38.76

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that on the 6th day of
November, 2017, the Zoning Board of the
Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following actions:

1. Application #ZBA-17-012: Adopted
a Resolution of Memorialization approving
applicant’s request to reverse the Zoning
Officer’s decision and issue a zoning per-
mit is GRANTED along with Applicant’s
concurrent request that the Cranford Land
Development Ordinance Section 136-38A.
be interpreted to mean that the current use
of the property as a fraternal organization
and the proposed use as a public house of
worship are the same use and, therefore,
a place of public worship may operate at
the property as a pre-existing, non-con-
firming use on Block: 508  Lot: 7 as desig-
nated on the Township Tax Map, also
known as  478 South Avenue East in the R-
4  Zone.

2. Application #ZBA-17-020: Adopted
a Resolution of Memorialization granting
applicant’s request for an interpretation of
Cranford LDO $136-38C(1) to mean that
its construction of an Atria does not require
a variance to expand a non-conforming
use because the development results in
an  increase of impervious coverage of
only .04% on Block: 505  Lot: 2, as desig-
nated on the Township Tax Map, also
known as 600 Lincoln Park East in the R-
2 Zone.

3. Application #ZBA-17-023: Granted
approval to Conrad and Tricia Brink, Appli-
cants, to permit construction a two-story
rear addition with the following variance: to
exceed maximum allowable lot coverage;
and the following pre-existing conditions:
exceeds the maximum allowable lot cov-
erage on Block: 176  Lot: 12 as designated
on the Township Tax Map, also known as
14 West Holly Street in the R-3 Zone.

4. Application #ZBA-17-022: Marc and
Melissa Ricci, Applicants, 30 Columbia
Avenue, Block: 236  Lot: 12 Zone: R-4, To
permit construction to increase the size of
an existing dormer and to mirror said dor-
mer on opposite side with the following
variances: to exceed maximum allowable
Floor Area (§136-31E.(1) & (2); and  the
following pre-existing conditions: less than
the minimum required front yard setback
(§136-30 Attachment 1, Schedule 1); less
than the minimum required lot area  (§136-
30 Attachment 1, Schedule 1); less than
the minimum required lot width (§136-30
Attachment 1, Schedule 1); and exceeds
the maximum allowable impervious sur-
face (§136-30 Attachment 1, Schedule 1)
was carried to December 4, 2017.

5. Application #ZBA-17-024: Marcy and
Mark Kielczynski, Applicant, 40 Georgia
Street, Block: 453  Lot: 5 Zone: R-3, To
permit construction of hot tub in the rear
yard with the following variance: less than
the required minimum distance to the prin-
ciple dwelling (§136-34B1) was carried to
December 11, 2017.

Jeffrey Pistol
Board Secretary

1 T - 11/16/17, The Leader Fee: $63.75

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

INSURANCE FUND COMMISSION
SPECIAL MEETING - 3

TAKE NOTICE that, pursuant to the pro-
visions of the New Jersey Open Public
Meetings Act, the Union County Self-In-
surance Fund Commission,
NJ.S.A.40A:10-10, has established the
following meeting date for 2017:

Thursday November 13, 2017
This meeting will be held at 10:00 am in

the Freeholders Conference Room, 6th
floor of the Administration Building, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey 07207.

Agenda: Awarding a contract for posi-
tion of an Executive Director for the Union
County Insurance Fund Commission.

New Business: Discussion of the RFP/
RFQ for other consulting services.
1 T - 11/16/17, The Leader Fee: $18.87

ARROYO 88-YD TD ON KICKOFF, SCHORK 68-YD KO TD

Par. Hills Eliminates Cougars
In Grid Playoff Opener, 48-21
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On Wednesday, Nov. 11, 1931, Lee
Waring dropkicked a 52-yard field
goal to cap the scoring in Westfield
High’s 21-0 victory over Plainfield.
To this day that remains the school
record for the longest three-pointer.

Never heard of a dropkick? It’s a
type of kick in which a player drops
the ball and then kicks as soon as it
touches the ground. While the kick
was once in wide use, it is rarely seen
anymore. In fact, before the AFL-
NFL merger in 1966, the last success-
ful one was in 1941.

But nobody would want to see an
overtime football game decided by
five guys attempting something that
hasn’t been seen in more than 75 years.

Just like nobody would want to see
an extra-inning baseball game decided
by, say, a bunting contest, or by put-
ting a runner on second to start the
10th inning. You wouldn’t want to see
an overtime basketball game decided
by, say, half-court shots.

And most people don’t like to see
advancement games in county or state
tournaments decided by penalty kicks,
which are extremely rare – until county
and state tournament time. They are
something that happens almost every
day in practice, but …

As fate would have it, both the
sixth-ranked WHS boys soccer team
and the second-ranked WHS girls
soccer team were eliminated from the
state tournament on penalty kicks.
The boys lost to Newark East Side
and the girls came up short against
Ridge for a second straight year.

George Kapner, who coached both
girls and boys soccer at WHS for 32
years, is “not a fan of penalty kicks.”
But he noted that other tiebreaking
methods – corner kicks and replaying
the entire game – were found to be
poor alternatives.

In the 1960s the tiebreaker was cor-
ner kicks. Whoever accumulated the
most was the winner. That’s not the
greatest method to decide things, but at
least corner kicks happen often during
the flow of every game. And they are
usually a sign of an attacking offense.

But sometime in the 1970s the
shootout had become the law of the
land.

On Nov. 13, 1979, WHS met Scotch
Plains-Fanwood in what would turn
out to be an epic sectional semifinal.
With the score tied at 2, the game was
called due to darkness with two min-
utes left in the second overtime.
Westfield led 10-8 in corner kicks but
– according to The Leader article the

following week – the rules of the time
said a three-corner advantage was
needed to declare a winner. So the
entire game was replayed two days
later! Again it went deep into the sec-
ond overtime before Scotch Plains won
2-1 on a goal by Joey DiFrancesco.

The 1986 boys team was the first
state Group 4 champion in program
history, but not before surviving a
shootout scare against Montclair in
the second round of sectionals.

WHS’s soccer teams historically
have not had great success in post-
overtime situations. The boys were 0-
4 in games decided by corner kicks
and 11-12 in penalty kicks. The girls
have a 2-9 record in penalty kicks.

  WORTH ADMISSION
An online website recently posted

a list of 35 New Jersey football play-

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There’s Just Got To
Be a Better Way

ers who are “worth the price of admis-
sion.” That list did not include WHS’s
Jake Vall-Llobera or Drew Ortiz
(among others). That’s hard to imag-
ine, because we know of one rabid
WHS fan that drives 120 miles round-
trip every week to watch them. Maybe
that website was looking for flashy,
gaudy, offensive numbers, not down-
and-dirty defensive stats or short-yard-
age offensive stuff.

The 6-foot-3, 220-pound Vall-
Llobera is a three-year starter at de-
fensive end, and fills in at tailback
and quarterback in short-yardage situ-
ations. In addition to 11.5 sacks this
season he has scored seven touch-
downs, both team-bests. In Saturday’s
17-10 playoff win over Ridge he had
eight tackles, one sack, and eight car-
ries – converting four third-and-shorts
and one fourth-and-short, while scor-
ing two TDs.

But an equally good case could
also be made for Ortiz. The 5-11,
230-pound inside linebacker has de-
veloped into a human hitting machine
in his second year as a starter. He
leads the team with 83 tackles (team-
high 13 vs. Ridge), most of them at
critical moments, and many of them
with the opposing runner falling back-
ward. He also plays joins fellow in-
side backer Shea Elliott as a blocker
for Vall-Llobera in short-yardage
packages.

  THIS AND THAT
WHS will put its state-best 34-game

win streak on the line Saturday against
Elizabeth in the sectional semifinals.
The Blue Devils narrowly beat the
Minutemen 13-6 earlier this season at
Rutgers.

Was it just me, or did last Saturday’s
win over Ridge looked like the 2017
WHS team was playing against a Gary
Kehler-era WHS team? Ridge is
coached by former Blue Devil assis-
tant Bill Tracy, and the Red Devils
kept things plenty interesting with
their run-oriented pull-and-trap de-
ception, ala GK.

Congratulations to the boys and
girls cross-country teams, which both
finished third in Saturday’s Group 4
meets and qualified for this week’s
Meet of Champions. For the boys it
was their best Group finish in five
years, and the 19th time in program
history that they qualified for the big
run. For the girls it will be their third
trip to the MOC, having finished sixth
in 1995 and ninth in 2000.

The volleyball team played its best
game of the year last Wednesday, but

fell to unbeaten Ridge, 2-1, in the
state Group 4 semifinals. Ridge went
on to win the state title Saturday.

ROFL, LOL, DUPIL
Did anybody else get a chuckle

when they read that a St. Joseph
Montvale assistant coach was sus-
pended for “poaching” players from
Don Bosco Prep. You know, poach-
ing, the illegal practice of trespassing
or encroaching on another’s property
with the purpose of stealing.

Hmmmm … Don Bosco’s best
player lives in Westfield, Bergen
Catholic’s top offensive lineman is
from Westfield, St. Joseph recently
had a quarterback who lived in town,
and St. Peter’s Prep has had a poach-
ing pipeline in Westfield for years.
Those schools survive (and thrive) by
poaching the top athletes from towns

in New Jersey (North, Central and
South) and New York.

But to see them turn on each other,
for something that all parochial
schools do brazenly, is just too freakin’
funny for words.

  WITH THE COLLEGIANS
Loukas Carayannopoulos, a fresh-

man at MIT, was voted 2017 Rookie
of the Year in the New England Men’s
and Women’s Athletic Conference.
The 5-foot-9, 145-pounder led the
Engineeers with 8 goals and 3 assists
in 16 games. At WHS,
Carayannapoulos was a four-year
letterman, two-year captain, two-time
all-county and third team all-Groups
for coach Eric Shaw.

  TRIVIA ANSWER
Tommy Della Badia (’80) was the

first correct responder. The answer
was: 1978. That was the football sea-
son WHS lost to Summit 6-2 in its
opener then beat Plainfield 6-2 on
Thanksgiving.

  DEVIL’S DEN TRIVIA
Who was the football opponent –

and what were the years – in WHS’s
last two 0-0 ties?

Email answer to bj1019@aol.com.
Answer will appear next Thursday.

IN PASSING
Frank Bottone, a legend up at New

Providence High, passed on Nov. 9.
He was 86. His 48-year record as the
Pioneers’ football coach was 334-
125-7.

The Devil’s Den will appear from
time to time in The Westfield Leader.

SPORTS & FITNESS PARTIES

TEAMS AND MORE!

Come to our Grand Opening from Noon to 5PM

Saturday, November 18th and Sunday, November 19th

216 Tingley Lane, Edison, NJ, 08820

Grand Opening Set Nov. 17 to 19
For The Express Athletic Center
EDISON, N.J. — Make way for

The Express.
The region’s hottest, most con-

sumer-friendly athletic center will
officially open its doors on Novem-
ber 17 to 19 at its sparkling, 22,000-
square-foot indoor facility in Edison,
on the border of Scotch Plains and
less than seven miles from Westfield.
The Express is designed to provide
the most positive and fulfilling sports
and exercise experience for everyone
from the first-grade athlete to the ac-
tive retiree looking to stay in shape.
Basketball, baseball, volleyball, soc-
cer, golf, lacrosse, field hockey and
softball are just some of the sports
available at The Express, along with
state-of-the-art equipment for youth
and adults seeking to improve their
fitness. The Express also is the per-
fect venue for parties.

“We want people to call The Ex-
press their team and family home,”
said managing partner Chris
Geschickter, a Westfield resident who
left a highly successful career in hu-
man resources for large life science
organizations to take on the challenge
of running The Express. “The goal is
to run a facility that is fun and busy
from 6 in the morning to 10 at night.”

The Express hopes to draw from a
large population base that includes
Westfield, Clark, Scotch Plains,
Edison, Metuchen, Colonia and The
Plainfields, among other neighboring
communities. A full-size, hardwood
basketball court equipped with six
hoops, a weight room, an on-site physi-
cal therapist, professional golf instruc-
tion, a strength and conditioning co-
ordinator, and an in-house apparel
company make The Express arguably
the most complete sports facility in
the area. A new turf with baseball/
softball machines/tunnels also will
enable The Express to house base-
ball, softball, fitness, field hockey,
lacrosse and soccer clinics for local
athletes.

“Our location is something that you
can’t beat,” said Mr. Geschickter, who
spent 10 years volunteering as the
athletic director for St. Helen’s CYO
basketball before starting The Ex-
press. “We are confident our draw
will significantly increase due to our
superior instruction and location.”

Mr. Geschickter, a three-sport var-
sity athlete in high school, is a big
proponent of youth playing multiple
team sports, which he says enables
kids to stay fresh and interested while
avoiding burnout.

“I’ve had the good fortune of coach-
ing youth sports for more than 25
years, and I’ve observed the value of
kids playing different sports,” he said.

The facility, located at 216 Tingley
Lane, was launched in 2007 as the
East Coast Conditioning Sports Plex.

Mr. Geschickter, a Northern Virginia
native who feels fortunate to have
played at the collegiate level on the
baseball diamond for the College of
William & Mary, knows full well the
challenges he faces in making The
Express a success. But he points to a
management team that is focused on
growing the business. The team in-
cludes Kathy LaMastra, who has the
primary focus of Sales and Market-
ing; his wife, Joanne, who handles the
personnel scheduling; Mike Murray,
Jr., a baseball standout and former
Division 1 and Major League Base-
ball player who will run the baseball
and softball program at The Express;
and Wellington Smith, a former West
Virginia basketball star who will run
the facility’s basketball program.

Bill Castner, a PGA Master Golf
Professional who serves as the Head
Pro at the Plainfield West Nine, will
oversee the Indoor Golf Program (for
golfers of all ages) at The Express.

“We are also fortunate to have Dr.
Gregory Chiang, DPT, who runs his
Sports Performance Physical Therapy
practice and leads the volleyball pro-
gram out of The Express,” Mr.
Geschickter said.

In addition, Charlie Riechers has
joined The Express to support on-site
speed, strength and agility training.

“We are focused on providing a
place where kids can learn the game
and enhance their skills while embrac-
ing the team and family environment,”
Mr. Geschickter said. “A special Thank
You to the shareholders, friends, and
family who share in this vision.”

In coming up with a name for the
new facility, Mr. Geschickter reached
back into his childhood and his list of
role models. Hall of Fame pitcher
Nolan Ryan was his idol growing up,
and his nickname was “The Express.”
He also is a fan of Ernie Davis, the
Heisman Trophy winner from Syra-
cuse who was also nicknamed “The
Express.” It also helps that the ex-
press train runs right by his facility
every day.

“Our message for parents is to en-
courage your kids to participate in
team sports,” he said. “It’s fun and
rewarding, and it made a huge differ-
ence in my life.”

The celebratory weekend for The
Express will begin with a private re-
ception on November 17, followed
by open houses for the public from
noon to 5 p.m. on November 18 and
19. Fun events, drawings, prizes and
more will be available for those who
attend.

You can learn more about The Ex-
press by visiting
www.theexpressathleticcenter.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/bulletin/form

ACHIEVE SUCCESS AT EXPRESS...Managing Partner Chris Geschickter
officially opens The Express Athletic Center in Edison this weekend.

Laura Ortiz for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jake Vall-Llobera (8) and Drew Ortiz (and their teammates) are well worth the
price of admission.

Westfield PAL Sets
Annual Fundraiser
Save the Date!!!
The Westfield PAL 1st Annual

Fundraiser has been set for Satur-
day, February 3, 2018 at
Shackamaxon Country Club. The
ticket cost is $75 per person. All
proceed benefit the PAL Youth
Programs in Westfield and sur-
rounding communities.

SPF PAL A Falls
In Playoff Semifinal

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood PAL
A football team closed its season with
a loss in the semifinal round of the
New Jersey Suburban Youth Football
League playoffs on November 12.
The eighth grade Raiders were elimi-
nated in the playoffs by an undefeated
Westfield team, 40-0, at Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield.

Anthony Robinson led the Raiders
on offense, while Matt Power was the
standout on the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood defense in the defeat.

The A team for Scotch Plains
Fanwood ended its season with a 6-3-
1 record under coach Shawn Johnson.
Among the highlights for the Raiders
this fall was a 32-14 victory over
Bloomfield in the opening round of
the playoffs on November 5. That
victory came a week after the Raiders
fell to Bloomfield in the final game of
the regular season, 20-0.

Westfield PALA Teams Tops
SPF PAL Grid Kids, 40-0

The Westfield PAL Football A Team
advanced to its fourth consecutive
NJSYFL Super Bowl game with a
decisive, 40-0 victory over Scotch
Plains-Fanwood. The two teams met
in NJSYFL American Division cham-
pionship game with Westfield defeat-
ing Cranford last weekend to earn its
spot. Scotch Plains-Fanwood upset
Bloomfield to earn its spot.

“After beating Bloomfield last
week, we knew that Scotch Plains
would be riding high and looking to
knock us off as well,” noted Head
Coach Peter Gialluisi. “Scotch Plains
is a very talented team and we knew
we would need to be at our best in
order to beat them today.”

The Blue Devils set the tone early,
scoring on their first three posses-
sions. On the first series, Jalen Wade
rumbled 65 yards on two plays be-
hind a physical offensive line and
lead blocks from FBs Mark Gialluisi
and Malachi Mercer. Wade kept the
tempo going on the second drive,
dragging several Raider defenders
down the field, and QB Steven Angeli
added a timely pass to WR David
Link before RB Justin Colby punched
in the score. On the third drive, the
Blue Devils took to the air with a 50
yard toss from Angeli to WR Trey
Constantinou for another TD.

“I know I keep saying this, but
nothing about our air attack resembles
an 8th grade game,” said offensive
coach Lou Mercer. “That pass to Trey,
putting it only where he can grab it,
and then Trey’s ability to go up and
get the ball at its highest point is
unfathomable for boys this age. It’s
fun to watch.”

The Blue Devils ended the first half
with another sustained drive before
Mercer punched in the TD. In all
eight different running backs touched
the ball in the running game and five
different receivers caught passes.

“Our ability to spread the ball
around makes us very difficult to de-
fend,” added assistant coach John
Czarnecki. “Its great to see players
like Duncan, Harvey, Gialluisi, Mer-
cer, Colby, Emry, participate in the
attack. You can’t just key on one
player.”

Foster added the final touchdown
on a 20 yard scamper off the right
side.

On defense, the Blue Devils pitched
another shut out, behind the stellar
play of LBs Gialluisi, Mercer and
Tyler Sontz, DTs Jack Price, Nick
Schoen and Dylan Murphy, and DEs
Logan Howland, Ronan Fowler, and
Harvey.

The Blue Devils are now 43-0 since
entering the NJSYFL as 5th graders.
They will now face Chatham for the
third consecutive year in the NJSYFL
Super Bowl on Sunday, November
19, at Perth Amboy at 1:30 p.m. With
a win, the Blue Devils will be the first
team to finish 44-0 through the
NJSYFL and join the current Westfield
HS sophomore class in winning four
consecutive Super Bowls.

WHS Flag Football
To Host Special Olympics

This Sunday, November 19, the
Westfield High School (WHS) Flag
Football club will host the first uni-
fied flag football games with athletes
from the Special Olympics of New
Jersey. In the spirit of inclusion, exhi-
bition games will be played by teams
composed of athletes from both orga-
nizations for a fun day of competition
and camaraderie.

The WHS Flag Football club, es-
tablished in 2013, was created as a
high school-age extension of the popu-
lar K-8th grade Westfield PAL Flag
Football league. In addition to great
fun, the club takes pride in supporting
the Special Olympics of New Jersey.
Participant entry fees have been do-
nated to the organization annually. To
date the club has donated over $12,000
and hopes to do more. This event
marks the next level of support; host-
ing unified flag football exhibition
games that brings together athletes
with and without disabilities compet-
ing side-by-side, each one a meaning-
ful and equal part of the team.

Games begin at 10:30 am at either
Kehler Field or Edison Middle School
Fields (TBA). Please join us to watch
the competition, cheer on the athletes
and support two great organizations.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SOON TO BECOME A WILDCAT...Cranford Cougar Gordon Graceffo, flanked
by his family, has signed a letter of intent to play baseball for Villanova University
next year. Pictured, left to right, are: Gabe, Melanie (mother), Gordon, Gerald
(father) and Isabel; standing, Director of Athletics Darren Torsone and Cranford
Cougar baseball Head Coach Dennis McCaffery.

Westfield/Plainfield Rivalry
 Westfield 60, Plainfield 45, Tie 7

1900 –– Westfield 26-0
1901 –– Westfield NA
1903 — Plainfield 15-0
1905 — Plainfield 24-0
1907 — Tie 6-6

Westfield 11-0
1908 — Plainfield 12-6

Plainfield 5-0
1909 — Plainfield 35-6
1910 –– Westfield 6-0
1911 — Plainfield 37-6
1912 –– Westfield 19-7
1913 — Westfield 20-6

Westfield 26-7
1914 — Plainfield 19-0
1915 — Plainfield 7-0

Westfield 6-0
1916 — Tie 0-0

Plainfield 7-3
1917 — Plainfield 39-0
1919 — Plainfield 6-0
1921 — Plainfield 28-0
1922 — Plainfield 19-0
1923 — Westfield 3-0
1924 — Plainfield 18-0
1925 — Plainfield 7-2
1926 — Plainfield 20-0
1931 — Westfield 21-0
1932 — Westfield 13-6
1933 — Tie 0-0
1934 — Westfield 7-6
1935 — Plainfield 7-0
1936 — Tie 0-0
1937 — Tie 0-0
1938 — Plainfield 13-0
1939 — Westfield 20-0
1940 — Westfield 13-0
1941 — Westfield 1-0
1944 — Westfield 12-6
1945 — Westfield 12-0
1946 — Plainfield 6-0
1947 — Westfield 32-12
1948 — Westfield 14-6
1949 — Plainfield 19-6
1950 — Plainfield 33-7
1951 — Plainfield 14-6
1952 — Plainfield 27-14
1953 — Plainfield 25-6
1954 — Plainfield 6-0
1955 — Plainfield 21-0
1956 — Plainfield 19-6
1957 — Plainfield 19-12
1958 — Plainfield 21-0
1959 — Plainfield 7-0
1960 — Westfield 13-7
1961 — Westfield 13-6

1962 — Plainfield 27-7
1963 — Westfield 14-12
1964 — Plainfield 13-7
1965 — Westfield 21-0
1966 — Plainfield 33-12
1967 — Plainfield 12-7
1968 — Westfield 25-21
1969 — Westfield 45-0
1970 — Westfield 49-6
1971 — Westfield 12-6
1972 — Westfield 27-6
1973 — Westfield 20-0
1974 — Westfield 31-14
1975 — Westfield 9-6
1976 — Westfield 34-0

Westfield 14-0
1977 — Westfield 38-0
1978 — Westfield 6-2
1979 — Westfield 3-2
1980 — Westfield 14-0
1981 — Westfield 28-6
1982 — Plainfield 21-3
1983 — Plainfield 14-6
1984 — Plainfield 14-0
1985 — Tie 0-0
1986 — Westfield 27-14
1987 — Westfield 35-6
1988 — Westfield 7-6
1989 — Westfield 14-7
1990 — Westfield 21-6
1991 — Westfield 28-0
1992 — Plainfield 14-9
1993 — Tie 0-0
1994 — Westfield 20-7
1995 — Westfield 28-20
1996 — Plainfield 38-7
1997     — Westfield 22-7
1998 –– Plainfield 21-7
1999 –– Plainfield 20-14
2000 — Westfield 42-25
2001 — Westfield 24-21
2002 –– Westfield 14-6
2003 –– Plainfield 9-7
2004     ––        Plainfield     40-0
2005 –– Plainfield 9-0
2006 –– Westfield 17-7
2007 –– Westfield 28-27
2008 –– Westfield 21-19
2009      ––       Westfield      26-6
2010      –– Westfield 35-6
2011      –– Plainfield 22-21
2012      –– Westfield 30-16
2013      –– Westfield 34-0
2014 –– Westfield 6-0
2015 –– Westfield 33-6
2016 –– Westfield 30-14

Westfield/Plainfield No. 113



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, November 16, 2017 Page 15

Ridge Awarded Section Title Over Blue Devils
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devils Hold Back Ridge’s Running Game
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Y Men’s Club Christmas Tree Sale
A True Westfield Tradition • Est. 1951 • Christmas Trees & Wreaths • Roping & Stands

Weekdays Monday to Friday 5PM - 9PM • Saturdays & Sundays 9AM - 6PM

All Proceeds Donated To Local Charities & Non-Profits

Starts Saturday, November 25th • Elm Street Athletic Field

Joyce Taylor 
Sales Associate 

Cell: 908-313-1542 Direct: 908-233-6417 

Joyce.Taylor@cbmoves.com 

2 Fairhill Rd, Westfield 

© 2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  

to this impeccably decorated Colonial that has been updated 

throughout and offers a truly special setting off private lane in the highly desirable 

Brightwood neighborhood. Ideal for entertaining, the designer kitchen features custom 

cabinetry and top-of-the line stainless steel appliances. Hardwood floors, crown 

moldings, and archways all add to the charm of this classic home. Fabulous open floor 

plan! Spacious Master Suite offers a dressing area, walk-in closet, an ensuite bath with 

stall shower & oversized tub. Three additional bedrooms share the hall bathroom. 

Fenced outdoor space includes a deck, an expansive patio, and a hot tub off the den. The 

finished basement offers a large recreation room, den/exercise room, full bathroom, and 

laundry/utility room. Too many features to list...truly a must see ...no detail was spared! 

Price Reduced to $1,199,000

CCharm of the Past with Best of the New

 

For additional information or a private 
tour, please  call: 

 

Carol Tener 
Sales Associate 

NJAR Circle of Excellence 1984-2016 

Direct: (908) 233-2243 

Cell: (908) 400-3670 

Carol.Tener@cbmoves.com 

Westfield-West  600 North Avenue West, Westfield   908-233-0065  
© 2015 Co ldwe ll Banker Real Estate LLC. Co ldwe ll Banker© is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by 

NRT LLC. 

This Classic Queen Anne Victorian, built in 1897, has been restored and updated 
to perfection—from roof to basement, inside and out! Featuring rich architectural 
and period details with high ceilings, stained glass and diamond pane windows, 
gorgeous wood flooring, and three fireplaces.  The 13 rooms include a stunning 
master suite with a luxurious bath and 4 additional bedrooms.  Of special note is 
the large 2016 addition with outstanding chef’s kitchen offering every imaginable 
amenity opening to the family room with fireplace and hexagonal porch overlook-
ing the nearly 1/2 acre of beautifully landscaped grounds.  The  utilities are “state 
of the art”.  This truly spectacular home is warm and inviting and just blocks to  
Westfield’s vibrant downtown, transportation and excellent schools!  $1,799,000. 

yard sack delivered by Rory
McGovern and Dayon but three plays
later, Milligan broke through the line,
leaped over another defender and
dashed toward the end zone but
Simpson fired up his burners and took
him down at the eight. The drive ended
with a 20-yard field goal by Hughes.

Six combined runs by House and
Alliegro placed the ball on the Ridge 26
where Shapiro found daylight on a
keeper and sprinted toward the goal but
the ball was jarred loose at the one and
recovered by Ridge in the end zone
giving the Red Devils one last chance
with less that three minutes remaining.

“I thought he was in. Plays like that
really kind of change the game. It’s
kind of heartbreaking but the defense
can step up and make plays,” co-
captain Adam McDaniel said.

Hudkins went to the air eight times
and did complete one with a spectacu-
lar 26-yard grab by Devin Stieglitz but
the fine teamwork by defensive backs

Barden and McDaniel rejected the oth-
ers except the final pass that was inter-
cepted by Elliott with 1:39 remaining.

“They had that crazy one-handed
catch on fourth down. We just kept
coming every play and eventually we
knew that our ‘D’ line was going to
pressure and they did force the quar-
terback to throw off his back foot. The
ball went up in the air,” Elliott said.

“Most of the defense there are a lot
of seniors, so we have been playing
together since third grade. Stevie,
we’ve always played defensive back
together, so we knew when they were
going to start passing we just had to
get our depth, step up and make plays,”
McDaniel said.

“I feel pretty strong about our pass
defense and I thought we did a great
job of taking that part of the game
away,” Coach DeSarno commented.

“Our defensive line and linebackers
are really tough, especially when they
are throwing the ball. They get to them

quick and they don’t really have that
much time to throw, so it helps us lock
down the receivers,” McDaniel added.

Next on the list would be a semifi-
nal battle with Elizabeth at Kehler
Stadium this Saturday at 1 p.m.

“It’s going to get harder and harder.
It’s not going to get easier, so we got
to get back to work, have a good week
of practice and get after them,” Coach
DeSarno warned.

“Defensively we just got to keep
doing what we have been doing all
year. This team is all about reading
the keys. If each person does what
they are supposed to do, we will be
successful,” Dayon added.

“We are in playoffs now. Survival
mode! One loss sends you home. All
year we kind of fought back from
close games. We are going to con-
tinue doing that,” Elliott expressed.
“Keep battling!”
Ridge   7   0   0   3 10
Westfield   0 10   7   0 17

“We knew we were kicking the ball
way too much in the first half. Our
game is possession, getting it to the
outside and sending those crosses into
the middle, so we just wanted to
change that, calm down. We got a lot
of possession in the second half, just
couldn’t finish them,” Elliott said.

Toward the end of the second half
the Blue Devils set up one of their
patented Bangu plays where Tomasso
passed to Faith Dobosiewicz on the
left side line. Dobosiewicz worked
the ball toward the end line as Bond
was shooting down the middle. The
next step would be for Dobosiewicz
to cross the ball into Bond for a pos-
sible close range score but there were

obstructions in the form of Ridge
defenders.

“That’s been our play all year with
Faith in the wing taking it to the end
line and trying to get that ball across
but Ridge’s defense was good today.
I tried to sneak back and try to get
some of our cheap garbage goals that
we like to get. Chaos goals! We will
take those. Faith got right between.
We were close a few times, made a
little pass off, got a toe on it but I am
really proud of this team on how we
worked this entire season. Again we
haven’t lost a game in regulation since
2015,” Bond said.

“In a game like this, there are few
opportunities. If you can capitalize

on one, a 1-0 game probably wins this
game. That’s what we try. We talk
about countering, getting down the
side a little bit more because their
defense I think three of their four
backs are going Division I soccer.
They were super organized. We had
to try to go down the sideline, find
another way. We never found it to-
day,” Coach Schmidt said.

The point of no return arrived.
Elliott set up first and her shot was
stopped by Ridge keeper Ally Lindsey.
Emma Whiteman made her shot to
give Ridge a 1-0 edge. Blue Devil
Sophie Hendrick slid her shot into the
lower right to knot the PKs. Amman

Charles Mulrooney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WRAPPING UP THE QB...Blue Devil linebacker Drew Ortiz, No. 50, prepares to wrap up Red Devil quarterback Wesley
Hudkins, No. 2, during the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 5 game against Ridge on Veterans’ Day.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TOTAL CONCENTRATION...Blue Devil junior Josie Greenwood, right, and a Red Devil, No. 15, concentrate on the ball
during the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Championship game against Ridge at Kehler Stadium on November 9.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at
 goleader.com

Ballyhoo Sports
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Ridge Awarded Sectional Title
Over Soccer Lady Blue Devils

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on November 29,
2017 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 260 Paterson Road, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 34 Lot 3,
as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map, owned
by Charles & Erin Garrett.

The applicant requests Replacement of
detached garage which is in violation of:

Section Article 184-134B of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Residential Accessory Structures; Permit-
ted: Single Story 500 square feet; Present:
Single Story 468 square feet; Proposed:
660 square feet (single story 17 feet high).

Section Article 184-114 (E9) of the
Fanwood Land Use Code. Variance Re-
quested: Maximum Improvement Cover-
age; Permitted: 35%; Present: 42.18%;
Proposed: 43.71%.

Section 184-114  (E8) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Maximum Building Coverage; Permitted:
No more than 20% of the area of any lot as
measured in the first 120 feet of lot depth
shall by covered by above ground bulidings;
Present: 22.49%; Proposed: 22.49% (Pre-
existing Non-conforming).

Section Article 184-114 (E1) of the
Fanwood Land Use Code. Variance Re-
quested: Area of lot; Permitted: Area Re-
quired 15,000 square feet; Present: 12,561
square feet; Proposed: 12,561 square feet
(Pre-existing Non-Conforming).

Section Article 184-115 (2) of the
Fanwood Land Use Code. Variance Re-
quested: Lot Width; Permitted: Width re-
quired 75 feet; Present: 64.85 feet; Pro-
posed: 64.85 feet (Pre-existing Non-Con-
forming).

Section Article 184-163 of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Driveways; Permitted: The driveway side
yard setback shall be a minimum of three
feet from an adjacent property line; Present:
0 feet; Proposed: 0 feet (Pre-existing Non-
Conforming).

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Charles & Erin Garrett

260 Paterson Road
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

1 T - 11/16/17, The Times Fee: $60.18

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-012519-17
FILE NO. 23821-17

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
EMANUAEL MILLS; MRS.
EMANUAEL MILLS, WIFE OF
EMANUAEL MILLS; AUDREY
BUTLER;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which FWDSL & ASSOCIATES L.P. is the
plaintiff and EMANUAEL MILLS, ET ALS;
are defendants, pending in the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division,
UNION County and bearing Docket No. F-
012519-17 within thirty-five (35) days after
November 16, 2017 exclusive of such
date. If you fail to answer or appear in
accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by
Default may be rendered against you for
relief demanded in the Complaint. You
shall file your Answer and Proof of Service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Com-
plex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625,
in accordance with the Rules of Civil Prac-
tice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 13-0119, sold
on 10/10/2013, dated 10/16/2013, and was
recorded on 10/28/2013 in Book 13682 at
Page 702, made by DAVID MARSHALL,
Collector of Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and
State of New Jersey to FWDSL & ASSOCI-
ATES L.P. and subsequently assigned to
plaintiff, FWDSL & ASSOCIATES L.P..
This covers real estate located in
PLAINFIELD, County of UNION, and State
of New Jersey, known as LOT 13 BLOCK
238 as shown on the Tax Assessment Map
and Tax Map duplicate of PLAINFIELD
and concerns premises commonly known
as 130 NEW STREET, PLAINFIELD, New
Jersey.

YOU, EMANUAEL MILLS, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because you are the owner of a
property which is the subject of the above
entitled action.

YOU, MRS. EMANUAEL MILLS, WIFE
OF EMANUAEL MILLS, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because plaintiff has been unable to deter-
mine whether defendant EMANUAEL
MILLS is married, and if married, the name
of EMANUAEL MILLS’s spouse. If
EMANUAEL MILLS is married, the plaintiff
joins MRS. EMANUAEL MILLS, WIFE OF
EMANUAEL MILLS as a defendant for any
possessory or marital rights you may have.

YOU, AUDREY BUTLER, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on March 4, 2003, a child support
judgment was entered in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Union County, by Audrey
Butler against Emanuael Mills. Said judg-
ment was entered as Judgment No. J-
055371-2003, Case Number 80324371B.
Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED:  November 9, 2017

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 11/16/17, The Leader Fee: $82.11

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Installation
Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

stopped the next attempt but Lindsey
managed to bat down Katie Butler’s
attempt. Ridge’s Kaitlin Madden hit
the mark then Dobosiewicz buried
her shot into the upper left-center.
Heather Cortese put Ridge up 3-2
then Bond drilled her shot into the
upper center tying the score 3-3.
Amman made a diving save of Molly
Mahoney’s attempt to set up a Golden
Goal situation.

Dobosiewicz went to the line and
Lindsey managed to knock away her
shot. Cortese stepped up and found
the mark, advancing Ridge to the
Group IV semifinals.

“The girls responded well. We came
back. I was really proud of the second
half play. Overtime, both teams were
exhausted, so it was just grit it out and
PKs,” Coach Schmidt commented.

Elliott will be heading to the Uni-
versity of Scranton in the fall to play
soccer.

“Obviously I love high school soc-
cer. I am sad this season is over but I
am going to get ready for my college
season. I will be back practicing with
the high school team during the sum-
mer and keeping in touch,” Elliott
promised.

Bond is heading to Stanford for
lacrosse but will not forget soccer.

“This has been the best season of my
life. I love to play with 13 of my best
senior friends and I love the underclass-
men as well. They gave it everything
this season. Sad the way it ended this
year, same as it was last year in PKs but
couldn’t have asked for a better season.
County champs, conference champs,
undefeated still in regulation. I am re-
ally grateful,” Bond said.
Ridge 0 0 0 0 4
Westfield 0 0 0 0 3

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING MANY GREAT SAVES...Blue Devil junior goalkeeper Caitlin Amman
made several game-saving stops in regulation during the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 Championship game against Ridge at Kehler Stadium on November 9.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

State/Local/District Results:
ON PAGES 16, 17, 18

Scotch Plains Votes
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CLASSIFIEDS
ACCOUNTING CLERK

GARWOOD BOROUGH, County
of Union. Part-time position.
Experience in accounting, payroll
and municipal finance preferred.
Under the direction of the CFO
position includes but is not limited
to functions relating to payroll and
accounting/general office work or
other duties as may be assigned.
The candidate must be organized,
attentive to details, and be able to
communicate with the public.
Familiarity with ADP, Edmunds
tax and financial software is a
plus. Knowledge of Microsoft
Office system is required. 20-25
hour work week. Salary range is
$14-18 per hour depending upon
qualifications and experience.
Please email cover letter,
resume, application (on website),
and salary requirements to
Borough Administrator/Municipal
Clerk Christina M. Ariemma at
c-ariemma@garwood.org or by
regular mail 403 South Avenue,
Garwood, NJ 07027. Position is
open until filled. EOE.

For more information visit
www.garwood.org

DENTAL ASST PT / FT

Our quality driven practice is
looking for a Dental Assistant to
join our team.  The individual must
be dedicated, professional, self
motivated and enjoys working with
people.  HS Diploma req.  Dental
Asst exp pref.  Willing to train the
right candidate.  Send resumes to
mystr92463@gmail.com.

CRANFORD OFFICE FOR RENT

Beautiful Office for Lease in a
stunning Office Building, includes
800 -1000 sq ft, and can be
supplied as Furnished or
Unfurnished.Must see with glass
doors and first floor full wall
windows, parking. Space can be
divided according to the Tenant's
needs but the Suite can consist of
a Waiting Room, Private Offices,
a large Glass encased Conference
Room, a Kitchen and large
Common Office Area. Term
lengths are flexible, and the Suite
is on the ground floor, with 84
Parking Spaces in the large Private
Parking Lot. 3-5 Year Lease can
be available, with Cleaning Service
and all Utilities included ! On busy
Raritan Road, off of Walnut. Call
James at (732) 239-4855

HELP WANTED

Wild Birds Unlimited of Scotch
Plains is looking for full & part time
sales associates to help spread
the joy of backyard bird feeding in
a fun & relaxed atmosphere. Please
call (908) 233-5004 for details.

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

Tired of cleaning your house or
apartment? I will do it for you.
Good Prices. Excellent
references. Free Estimates!

(862) 307-3481

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

EXPERT  MATH  TUTOR

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521

OFFICE / MED SPACE FOR RENT

In the heart of Downtown
Westfield. Includes parking!
Join our existing group of
successful professionals.

Please call (917) 519-6140
or (212) 563-6140 Thank you!
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District 1 District 2 District 3 District 4 By Mail Provisional TOTAL

PHILIP MURPHY 147 221 179 122 669
KIM GUADAGNO 164 210 145 102 621
MATTHEW RICCARDI 2 3 2 0 7
GINE GENOVESE 1 6 5 1 13
VINCENT ROSS 0 1 0 0 1
PETER ROHRMAN 2 4 6 2 14
SETH KAPER-DALE 5 0 7 2 14
JILL LAZARE 136 190 166 109 601
THOMAS H. KEAN, JR. 171 241 170 108 690
BRUCE H. BERGEN 132 183 173 113 601
LACEY RZESZOWSKI 140 200 179 113 632
JON BRAMNICK 168 236 158 97 659
NANCY F. MUNOZ 159 221 147 92 619
PETER CORVELLI 139 200 190 117 646
MARC A. KRAUSS 156 210 142 89 597
ANGEL ESTRADA 128 180 168 109 585
CHRISTOPHER HUDAK 133 184 176 119 612
ANGELA R. GARRETSON 133 173 167 96 569
PATRICIA QUATTROCCHI 167 220 153 90 630
P. MARK MARTINI 165 215 151 87 618
PETER B. LIJOI 162 219 148 89 618
SARA TODISCO 139 242 195 111 22 709
RUSS GRAHAM 137 212 188 112 21 670
RICHARD MCCORMACK 174 211 151 115 28 679
MICHAEL COLLINGS 170 199 148 106 30 653

QUESTIONS
State Question #1 YES 133 200 163 107 603
State Question #1 NO 111 164 115 73 463
State Question #2 YES 154 241 174 109 678
State Question #2 NO 88 118 103 67 376

COUNCIL WRITE-IN 0
0
0
0
0
0

BOARD OF EDUCATION 0
LINDA KOENIG 99 126 88 67 380
JOSEPH MICELI 56 107 107 52 322
ALBERT DEL CONTE 88 156 85 75 404
KIMBERLY FICARRA 55 98 96 43 292
ARLENE T. YANOGACIO 42 59 58 25 184
CHRISTINE GUERRIERO 87 142 101 57 387

0
MARY ANN KJETSAA 92 147 114 71 424

0
BOE WRITE-IN 0

0

Votes Cast 334 462 361 238 1395

Fanwood Election Results

Mountainside Election Results

Garwood Election Results

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
Use Ordinance to allow a treehouse in the
street side yard, where a tree house is
required to be located in the rear yard.
Application approved with conditions.

Ruthal Holding West, LLC., 177 East
Broad Street. Applicant sought final site
plan approval to construct a 1,290 square
foot, one-story addition contrary to Sec-
tions 11.25A, 11.25E2, 11.25E3, 17.02C5c
of the Land Use Ordinance. Application
approved with conditions.

Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce, 212 Lenox Avenue. Appli-
cant sought preliminary & final major site
plan approval contrary to Sections
11.25A3b and 17.02C5c of the Land Use
Ordinance to allow a business use on the
first floor, where only a retail use is permit-
ted on the first floor of the CBD Zone; to
allow the tenant to purchase town parking
permits, where 4 off-street parking spaces
are required. Application approved with
conditions.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 11/16/17, The Leader Fee: $55.08

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on November 13, 2017, for
the following applications decided upon at
the meeting held on October 11, 2017.

H. Michael Byrne/Tracey Thomson,
657 Fairmont Avenue. Applicants sought
approval to construct an addition contrary
to Sections 11.07E6, and 12.04F1of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a side yard
setback of + 5.7 feet, where a minimum
side yard setback of 10 feet is required; to
allow a maximum building coverage of
21.79%, where a maximum building cov-
erage of 20% is allowed. Application ap-
proved with conditions.

Carolyn DeSena, 619 Hillcrest Av-
enue. Applicant sought approval to con-
struct an addition contrary to Section
11.08E6 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a side yard setback of 7.2 feet, where
a minimum side yard setback of 10 feet is
required. Application denied.

Valeri & Brian Sewald, 802
Shadowlawn Drive. Applicants sought
approval for the placement of a tree house
contrary to Section 13.02I3 of the Land

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICESNew Analysis Confirms Tax
Reform Bill Will Decrease Giving

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The follow-
ing statement is from Daniel J. Cardinali,
president and CEO of Independent Sec-
tor:

“Yesterday, the Joint Committee on
Taxation (JCT) released an analysis con-
firming that the House of Representa-
tives’ Tax Cuts and Jobs Act would result
in a significant decline in charitable de-
ductions claimed by taxpayers in 2018.
Under the House bill, 31 million taxpay-
ers lose access to the charitable deduc-
tion, cutting off almost 95 percent of
taxpayers from a longstanding incentive
that has, for 100 years, increased chari-
table investment in the economy and en-
sured the well-being of our communities.

“The $95 billion in ‘savings’ from a 40
percent reduction in the number of tax-
payers claiming the charitable deduction
is used to pay for cuts in other parts of tax
reform. But this is a “pay-for” that creates
more problems than it solves. Charities
and the communities we serve are more
than a bargaining chip or line item in this
debate. It is imperative that people com-
mitted to nonprofits and their missions
make their voices heard.

“This bill has the opposite effect of our
universal deduction proposal, which re-
search shows would increase charitable
giving by allowing all taxpayers to claim
the charitable deduction, instead of just
the nation’s wealthiest five percent.

The JCT also confirmed that the dam-
age to the charitable deduction is exac-
erbated by the bill’s proposal to weaken
the Johnson Amendment. Currently, the
Johnson Amendment protects charities
and their missions from partisan poli-
tics. The JCT found that the bill will
allow $2.1 billion in contributions to be
funneled through the charitable deduc-
tion for political purposes as opposed
to charitable missions. This raises seri-
ous concerns about the future of the
charitable deduction, donor privacy, and
the public’s trust in the nonprofit sec-
tor.

“Independent Sector and millions of
concerned organizations across the coun-
try urge members of the House and the
Senate to ensure any tax reform bill
strengthens the charitable sector’s ability
to serve communities and offers solu-
tions to all families.”

Surrogate’s Office Seeks
To Raise Awareness
Of Adoption Process
COUNTY — Today, November 17, is

National Adoption Month and the Union
County Surrogate’s Office is seeking to
raise awareness about the adoption process.

The Union County Surrogate’s Office
will host their 10th annual Adoption Day
celebration spotlighting new Union
County “forever families.” The event is
co-sponsored by State Superior Court of
New Jersey, Union Vicinage, the Divi-
sion of Child Protection and Permanency,
CASA of Union County, and the Office
of the Law Guardian. The private, non-
profit agency monitors children who for
a variety of reasons have been removed
from their homes.

National Adoption Day is a national
effort to raise awareness to the needs of
children and youth waiting to find perma-
nent, loving families. This annual, one-day
event has made the dreams of thousands of
children throughout New Jersey come true
by working with policymakers, practitio-
ners and advocates to finalize adoptions
and create and celebrate “forever families.”

The Union County Surrogate’s Office is
available to help navigate the system. Con-
tact the Union County Surrogate’s Office at
(908) 527-4280 for court requirements.

To learn more about Union County’s
Adoption Day celebration contact Jane
Phillips, Court Services Supervisor at
(908) 787-1650, ext. 21297.

Yarrow to Perform at
Summit Concert Series

SUMMIT – Now entering its fourth
season of music, the St. John’s Summit
Concert Series (SJSCS) is welcoming
back Peter Yarrow (of Peter, Paul and
Mary). Mr. Yarrow will open the season
on Friday, November 17 at 7 p.m., ac-
companied this time by Rev. Robert B.
Jones and Matt Watroba.

For the first time in its history, SJSCS’s
season will feature only vocal artists,
with other performances by Yale Univer-
sity a capella group The Spizzwinks and
multiple Grammy-award winning per-
formers Sweet Honey in the Rock.

Mr. Yarrow, the legendary folk singer
best known for hits such as Leaving On A
Jet Plane, Puff the Magic Dragon, and
Where Have All the Flowers Gone, last
played in Summit in 2016, accompanied
by Mustard’s Retreat (David Tameluvich
and Michael Hough). This year Mr. Yar-
row and the duo of Jones and Watroba
will perform a different selection of tunes
with a different feel. Rev. Jones and Mr.
Watroba have been performing together
for more than 20 years, playing a catalog
of American Roots music (folk, blues,
spirituals, work songs, chants, etc.).

GARWOOD MOVING SALE

425 Fourth Ave
Sat 11/18, 10am to 3pm

Furniture, Rugs, Art, Clothing,
Costume Jewelery, Lamps,
Mirrors, Linens, Mannequins,
Books, Records & Lots of
Decorative Accessories!

DovetailsUSA.com for pics

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Adjustable
Height and Resistence. Excellent
Condition, $30. Call (908) 654-6091
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Cranford Election Results

Town of Westfield 2017 Election Results:

State/Local/District Results:
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As sales go up
As sales go up, so do production, salaries and 

the standard of living - and advertising is a 

vital factor. By making your shopping easier, 

by bringing you information on new products, 

new features and new ideas, advertising 

moves merchandise and keeps business 

humming. As a result, our industries work full 

time and the pickup is felt down the line from 

store owner to you, the consumer.

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

908-232-4407    sales@goleader.com

Advertising makes you the boss. To win your 

favor, competing products must constantly 

be improved; to satisfy your needs, new 

products must always be introduced. And 

most important, as you buy more, production 

costs drop ... and so do prices. Every day in 

many ways, Advertising Benefits You!

w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

by Mitul P. Patel, PharmD., RPh.

Pharmacy News

246 South Ave., Unit 4 • Fanwood, NJ • 908-680-6936

Please email your questions to:  Mit@FanwoodPharmacy
or visit our website at: www.FanwoodPharmacy.com

ADMINISTERING FIRST AID
  Most pharmacies sell ready-

medical needs or activities. First 

-
-
-

kit readily accessible, parents, grand
parents, and babysitters should have 
poison hotline phone numbers clearly 
posted in the home or on cell phones.

P O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R N

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

LBJ
Offers Hope from the Past

3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

Viewers uninterested in politics and
American history probably won’t
enjoy the insight and philosophical
ruminations ventured by director Rob
Reiner in his savvy biopic, LBJ. De-
tailing the momentous ebb and flow
of the times just before and after the
ascension of Lyndon Baines Johnson
to the presidency of the United States
in 1963, Mr. Reiner, working from a
script by Joey Hartstone, studiously
puts forth a thesis worthy of an honor-
ary master’s degree. If it had new
information about the man behind the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, I’d of con-
sidered a Ph.D.

Now, I won’t attempt to pull away
those who would much prefer the
couch, the football game, a six-pack,
a family size bag of barbecue potato
chips and speculation as to who will
and who will not kneel when the na-
tional anthem is played. I like a good
bowl of chips myself…preferably
with a bottle of grape soda. But pity
is, they’ll miss an eye-opening
epiphany or two that just might make
them better citizens. While Reiner
paints a responsibly accurate portrait
of both the man and the era, it’s in the
clever subtext where he realizes the
true and noble purpose of history.

You see, just in case you don’t
remember or you weren’t yet a tax-
payer, good old Lyndon wasn’t, well,
quite the genteel sort of person we
were accustomed to seeing in the oval
office. In fact, to underline his leg-
endary crassness, the movie makes a
point of including the storied toilet
scene. However, before you cite the
present day and the greatest crassness
the world has ever seen, note that the
movie winkingly knows what you’re
thinking. For all his earthiness, there
is never a moment when we doubt
that LBJ was a devoted American.

True patriotism should of course
be a given. So as LBJ switches from
human steamroller to devious fina-
gler to charmer-in-chief to get his
humanitarian legislation passed, it is
refreshing in that his ego is put to
traditional heroic use, and not just in
service to himself. It is end-justifies-
the-means politicking in its finest
form. Embodied in a superb perfor-
mance by Woody Harrelson, we wit-
ness the talented governing experi-
ence, knowledge of history and gifted
touch of altruism it takes to be a real
dealmaker.

It is entertainingly reminded that
we Americans have woven quite a
story for ourselves…a sort of Greek
myth wherein the Founding Fathers
bestowed this light of liberty it has
become incumbent upon us to keep

burning bright. Not just for ourselves,
mind you, but as a hope for the world.
Call it an international version of
looking out for the other guy. Even
those sworn to tear us down would be
sad to see the ideal they secretly envy
dashed upon the scrap heap of virtu-
ous ideas.

It is our vision, our chutzpah, our
conglomeration of heritages and all
that corny good stuff that they covet.
If it never existed, you’d have to
make it up, to give the human spirit
something to hope for in the face of
authoritarian rule. Hence it is sadly
painful when the film details the tragic
event that led to LBJ’s near impos-
sible challenge. Many Americans felt
they were standing on a threshold of
a dream, and then it was stolen from
them. JFK was killed, and his seem-
ing antithesis was charged with mend-
ing a wound that to this day has never
really healed.

Reiner deals with the tragedy of
Dealey Plaza via flashbacks and fast-
forwards ominously interspersed into
the scenario. It is the portion of the
oral epic poem that has assumed its
place in our consciousness. Though
we still don’t really know anything,
except that conspiracy theorists have
made a veritable career of it, it was
doubtlessly the same Bad that has
been trying to oust Good right from
the beginning.

Harrelson sublimely etches
Johnson’s understanding of the
resultantly complicated domestic
agenda that would ultimately define
his presidency. He is the master car-
penter who, faced with a structure
nearly shaken from its foundation,
rolls up his sleeves and gives us a
tutorial in social reform that might
have even impressed Mr. Machiavelli.
That it is all realized in the shadow of
a grand heartbreak and, like Roger
Maris’s 61 homers, wasn’t completely
appreciated until history said so, fur-
ther impresses upon us the fickleness
that attends the human pageant.

Unfortunately for us and Lyndon
Baines Johnson, life, as my Mom oft
inversely noted, isn’t all cream and
peaches. After the printed epilogue
affirms the President’s great domes-
tic legacy, it alas notes his failure, as
Washington had warned, to beware
of foreign entanglements. Almost
60,000 Americans died in Vietnam.
Relating these facts and letting them
fall where they may in the service of
history, LBJ is A-OK.

***
LBJ, rated R, is an Electric Enter-

tainment release directed by Rob
Reiner and stars Woody Harrelson,
Jennifer Jason Leigh and Richard
Jenkins. Running time: 98 minutes

Celebrate the Holiday Season
With NJ Festival Orchestra
WESTFIELD – From traditional

to pops, choral favorites to renowned
tenor fare, the winter season of NJ
Festival Orchestra concerts will fill
the entire family with warmth and
cheer.

On Saturday, December 9 at 7 p.m.
at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, New Jersey Festival Or-
chestra kicks off the holiday season
with a bang and plenty of bling with
Return of the
Holiday Tenors, a
family festival of
traditional and
con tempora ry
songs and music,
sing-alongs and
more.

The concert
features last
year’s darling,
award-winning
tenor Cody Aus-
tin, who returns
with friends to cel-
ebrate and capti-
vate with a daz-
zling selection of
renowned tenor
classics. Tradi-
tional carols, sig-
nature versions of
familiar fare and a host of wintertime
curiosities are also sure to delight.

“We are thrilled to welcome The
Three Holiday Tenors – each more
talented than the next - to help us
welcome in the Holiday season,” said
Maestro David Wroe. “We believe
there is something for everyone in
this performance. Our concert is a
vessel for children, parents, grand-
parents and friends -- indeed the en-
tire community -- to come together
through music at this unique time of
the year.”

This seasonal stroll of timeless
classics and sentimental favorites,
sure to bring joy, smiles, and distinc-
tive holiday memories to one and all,
has been made possible in part by a
Union County Heart (History, Edu-
cation and Arts Reaching Thousands)
grant, and support from The

Westfield Foundation.
After the Saturday, December 9

concert, the performance is repeated
on Sunday afternoon, December 10
at 3 p.m. at The Concert Hall located
in The Dorothy Young Center for the
Performing Arts at Drew University
in Madison. Ticket prices range from
$28 to $76 for adults and there is a
special discount price of only $15 for
students K-12.

Tickets are also
available for NJ
F e s t i v a l
Orchestra’s New
Year’s Eve musi-
cal celebration,
one of New
Jersey’s much an-
ticipated and most
popular New
Year’s Eve events.

This year’s per-
f o r m a n c e ,
Puttin’on the Ritz,
promises a superb
revue of American
musical theater
classics from
stage and screen
presented in glo-
rious symphonic
splendor featuring

renowned guest vocalists direct from
the Broadway stage and beyond.

Tickets range in price from $42 to
$70. A special discount price of $15 is
available for children under 18, mak-
ing this event (which starts at 7 p.m.
and ends at 9 p.m.) a perfect way for
the entire family to welcome in the
New Year together. Patrons are ad-
vised to purchase tickets well in ad-
vance as this concert has been a sell
out for the past five years.

Tickets for both concerts are
available online at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org. Tick-
ets may also be purchased by call-
ing (908) 232-9400 or by visiting
the office at 224 E. Broad Street,
Westfield (10 a.m. to 3 p.m.) Pa-
trons are advised to purchase tick-
ets online to avoid all ticketing and
handling fees.

Cody Austin

Retired Westfield Teacher
Publishes Poetry Book

Trent Johnson's Opera
Kenyatta Premieres at NJPAC

NJPAC PREMIERE...The cast on stage for the Act I Finale of Trent Johnson's
opera Kenyatta at NJPAC. The Opera will premiere on Sunday, November 19.

NEWARK – Trent Johnson, known
by many concert goers and classical
music enthusiasts as the conductor of
The Oratorio Singers of Westfield
and also as an accomplished organist,
steps into a new role as opera com-
poser when his full length opera
Kenyatta will be presented on Sun-
day, November 19, at 7 p.m. at the
New Jersey Performing Arts Center
(NJPAC) in Newark.

Commissioned by Trilogy: An Op-
era Company, Kenyatta is based upon
the true life story of Jomo Kenyatta,
freedom fighter and the inspirational
first President of the Republic of
Kenya. Kenya gains its independence
from Great Britain in 1963, but the
new president soon realizes that his
vice president, Oginga Odinga, has
some very different views on how the
country should be run. Conflict, in-
trigue and a struggle of wills ensues
on stage!

American opera singer Kevin

Maynor, known for his sonorous deep
voice and compelling stage presence,
will perform the title role in this pro-
duction.

For Kenyatta,  acclaimed. Newark-
born librettist and playwright Rich-
ard Wesley (The Talented Truth) has
created a text that depicts the struggle
between the two leaders to find the
most effective approach to fostering
freedom and equality -  a conflict that
runs between two noted families--
Kenyatta and Odinga--and one which
causes all of Africa and the world to
hold its breath and watch.

This world premieré production
also features Tony Award Winner
Trazana Beverley (For Colored
Girls...) and maestro Julius Williams,
who acts as both director and conduc-
tor. For the convenience of those who
wish to attend, Tickets are available
by calling (888) GO-NJPAC or on
line by visiting www.njpac.org/
events/detail/kenyatta.

WESTFIELD – Carol Nolde, a
Westfield English teacher for thirty
years, has published her latest collec-
tion of poetry Things Live After. Pub-
lished by Finishing Line Press, an
award winning poetry publisher, the
poems in the chapbook reflect Mrs.
Nolde’s sense of history and how
objects left behind connect us to lives
lived before us. Pictured on the book’s
cover is the family homestead built
by her great-grandfather at the turn of
the twentieth century. It is here that
growing up, she developed a deep
connection to family history and to
the  life lived in this small farming
community.

Well known poet Molly Peacock
writes, “Carol Nolde calls out to a
rural past in her chapbook crafted as
expertly as a hand-made table. With
warmth Nolde rebuilds a heritage.”

Mrs. Nolde and her husband Frank
are retired Westfield teachers and long
time residents of Westfield. Sullivan
County, New York natives, they have
maintained a home in the hills where
Nolde’s family once farmed. The
sense of the history of the region
drives much of her poetry.

As award winning poet Charlotte
Mandel describes the work: “In her
exquisite chapbook titled Things Live
After, Carol Nolde takes us from
‘wheel rutted streets of Pompeii’ to a
farmhouse on an auctioneer’s block

where once treasured possessions
‘scatter/ like dandelion parachutes in
the wind.’ One after another, the po-
ems transport us to lives past and
present, by means of sensory details
and subtly controlled language that
recall the pastoral invitations of Rob-
ert Frost.”

As a writing teacher, Mrs. Nolde
encouraged her students to submit work
for publication. In fact, it was the suc-
cess of her students’ being published by
Merlyn’s Pen, a national magazine of
student writing, that resulted in Mrs.
Nolde’s being asked to work as an
associate editor at the magazine.

Things Live After can be ordered
online from Finishing Line Press.

Holiday Program Planned
By Opera at Florham

MADISON – Opera at Florham con-
tinues to celebrate its 35th Anniversary
season with its Holiday Program
“Mingle and Jingle” at Lenfell Hall,
The Mansion, Fairleigh Dickinson
University in Madison on Sunday, De-
cember 3 at 2 p.m.

This year the Chorus of Fairleigh
Dickinson University, Madison, will
join Opera at Florham’s singers: Theron
Cromer, tenor, and Daniela Di Pasquale,
soprano, accompanied by Mary Pinto,
noted vocal coach. It will be an after-
noon of traditional holiday music and
song concluding with a sing-along with
the audience.

The venue, Lenfell Hall (located in
Hennessy Hall), was the drawing room
of the Vanderbilt-Twombly family’s
gilded-age estate when they lived in the
100-room mansion. Lenfell Hall is
handicap accessible and free van shuttle
service from parking lots will be avail-
able to our attendees.

The FDU Chorus will render all three
numbers in a cappella arrangements of

“Angels We Have Heard on High”
(Robert Shaw), “Shabbat Shalom”
(Allen Cohen), and “He’s Gone Away”
(Edmund Najera), under the baton of
Director of Music Program, Allen
Cohen, Professor of Music.

Theron Cromer and Daniela Di
Pasquale will offer a selection of tradi-
tional carols, religious and other beau-
tiful holiday duets with holiday med-
leys. Members of the audience will be
invited to the stage to mingle with
Theron and Daniela by joining them in
singing some carols. The second half
will include Mary playing some jazz
themed- holiday music and ending in a
singalong with the audience.

Tickets for this event are $30 for
adults, $25 for seniors, $5 Students and
$20 for groups over 10.

Children under 12, accompanied by
an adult, are admitted free. Make check
payable to Opera at Florham, P.O. Box
343, Convent Station, NJ 07961. Tele-
phone (973)-443-8620 or purchase tick-
ets online at www.OperaatFlorham.org.Watchung Arts Center Hosts

Annual Holiday Concert New Issue of Exit 13 Poetry
Magazine Now Available

International Beverage
Expert to Sign Books
WESTFIELD – The Town Book

Store will be hosting a Meet & Greet for
international beverage journalist and
expert Jeff Cioletti, author of The Drink-
able Globe: The Indispensable Guide
to the Wide World of Booze on Satur-
day, November 18 from 2 to 4 p.m.

A great gift for anyone who enjoys a
good beverage, Jeff Cioletti explores
the tradition, consumption, and pro-
duction of alcohol on every continent.

The Town Book Store located at 270
East Broad Street in Westfield (corner
of East Broad and Elmer Streets).

WATCHUNG – The holidays are
coming to the Watchung Arts Center
(WAC), and what better way to cel-
ebrate the season of “Peace on Earth,
Goodwill to Men” than with the music
of Amani, whose name means “peace”
in Swahili. The Center’s Annual Holi-
day Concert, on Saturday, December 9,
will begin at 8 p.m. and will be followed
by a dessert reception with a opportu-
nity to meet the musicians and enjoy
some holiday cheer.

Amani was formed to share the
concept of peace through music, per-
forming for people of all ages, races,
and religious affiliations.

The members of the group are
veteran musicians: Marty Eigen on

sax and flute; Fred Fischer on piano;
vocalist Stephen Fuller; guitarist Flip
Peters, bassist Ben Rubens and Nick
Scheuble on drums. This will be the
14th annual Holiday visit to the WAC
by Eigen, who has been a frequent
contributor to the center’s “JaZZ in
the Gallery” series, with his Beacon
Hill Jazz Band as well as with other
noted jazz performers.

Tickets are $18 in advance, $22
($20 WAC members, $10 students)
at the door. Tickets may be pur-
chased online at
watchungartscenter.eventbrite.com.

The Watchung Arts Center, located
at 18 Stirling Road in Watchung on
the Watchung Circle.

FANWOOD – Two dozen local po-
ets lead the way in the new issue of
EXIT 13 Magazine as they write about
journeys to places near and far-away.
The Garden State poets find inspira-
tion in all sorts of places, whether it’s
a graveyard in Ireland or a desert road
in Arizona. They also write about Jer-
sey snow and swimming pools. The
emphasis is on geography and the fer-
tile ground of imagination.

Since 1988, editor Tom Plante of
Fanwood has carefully selected po-
ems for publication in EXIT 13 Maga-
zine, an annual collection of contem-
porary poetry from around the corner

and around the world. The new issue
reflects the landscapes and adventures
of 24 New Jersey poets plus 19 con-
tributors from other states.

Local poets in this 23rd issue of
EXIT 13 Magazine include: Adele
Kenny of Fanwood and Nancy
Lubarsky of Cranford.

EXIT 13 Magazine, #23, is avail-
able from EXIT 13 Magazine, PO
Box 423, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.
For more information or poetry sub-
mission guidelines for the 2018 issue,
e-mail  Exit13magazine@yahoo.com;
or visit www.facebook.com/
Exit13Magazine.
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Featuring local children as 
“Rahway Community Mice”

Saturday, November 18 at 2 p.m.
Sunday, November 19 at 1 p.m.

Union County Performing Arts Center
Rahway, NJ

Tickets: ucpac.org | 732.499.8226
- Sensory-Friendly performance

Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor  
Cell: (908) 413-0040  
Email: josie@wardrealtygroup.com

James Ward - Realtor 
Cell: 908.482.2450  

John Ward - Realtor
Cell: 908.425.6947    

Don’t let the burdens of selling your existing home and dealing with the move keep you from enjoying your new lifestyle 
at The Savannah. WE’RE HERE TO HELP.  We’ve assisted many of our homebuyers with all aspects of their move. 

BROKERS
WELCOME

             Located in Downtown Westfield

C O N D O M I N I U M  R E S I D E N C E S

Christmas Classic Nutcracker
Comes to Rahway’s UCPAC

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – It’s a tradition at Christ-
mas. Parents take their children to see it
each year, older couples put it on their
calendar as a “must see” for the season
and ballet classes get their group tickets
before it’s sold-out. This year, Union
County residents don’t have to wait
long or go far to see the iconic Nut-
cracker. The American Repertory Bal-
let (ARB), New Jersey’s premier pro-
fessional ballet company, presents two
performances of Nutcracker locally at
the main stage of the historic Union
County Performing Arts Center
(UCPAC) in Rahway on Saturday,
November 18 at 2 p.m. and Sunday,
November 19 at 1 p.m. This season
marks the 54th year the ballet company
presenting this classic holiday ballet.

Six area children have been selected
to be a part of the production as “Com-
munity Mice”: Makayla Addisyn Slater,
Raquelle Reinoso and Hailey Lynn
Gatling, students at Madison Elemen-
tary School; Mia Pravia, a student at
Roosevelt Elementary School; as well
as Sophia Kendall Douglas and Zoe
Collins-Murphy, students at Grover
Cleveland Elementary School.

 “The American Nutcracker is our
annual celebration of family and com-
munity, of childhood and fantasy, hope
and joy,” says Douglas Martin, Artistic
Director of ARB. “We are thrilled to be
bringing it to various audiences through-
out New Jersey. The piece brings us
together to slow down the hectic pace
of our daily routines and to help us
focus on what really matters - family
and community.”

On November 19, ARB presents a
sensory-friendly production of Nut-
cracker. This abridged, one-hour per-
formance is especially attuned for chil-
dren and adults with special needs. In a
phone interview with The Westfield
Leader and the Scotch Plains/Fanwood

Times, Mr. Martin explained the con-
cessions that will be made to accommo-
date those needs. “We follow specific
guidelines of not making the theatre
completely dark, not using flashing
lights or crashes, gunshots or cannons
that would startle our guests. We are
grateful to the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders who are helping
fund this performance as part of their
U.C. Sensory-Friendly Theatre series.”

Tchaikovsky’s score has become one
of the most famous compositions rec-
ognized by ballet enthusiasts and nov-
ices alike. The ballet is based on the
story, The Nutcracker and the King of
Mice written by E.T.A. Hoffman in
which a German girl dreams of a Nut-
cracker Prince who rages a fierce battle
against a Mouse King. The ballet’s
choreography has morphed over the
years but basically follows the original
plotline and choreography. According
to Mr. Martin, the American Repertory
Ballet has produced this ballet since
1964. It is a tradition for not only ador-
ing audiences, but also for members in
the production. Sherry Alban, one of
the smallest mice that first year made
her debut with ARB.  “Over the last five
decades, as she grew up, Sherry played
different roles,” Mr. Martin said, “and

today, this woman who is a professor of
dance at Rutgers University, still par-
ticipates in our yearly production.”

The ballet’s story opens on Christ-
mas Eve in the home of a family and
their friends gathering around a gigan-
tic Christmas tree. The daughter, Clara,
receives a beautiful Nutcracker that
becomes the hit of the party. After the
guests leave, the magical aspect of the
ballet takes flight with toy soldiers, the
Nutcracker and the Mouse King com-
ing to life. In this dream portion, the
Nutcracker turns into a Prince and takes
Clara on a journey to the Land of Snow
and then shows her the Land of Sweets.
A celebration of dances follows only to
have Clara awaken from her dream to
find all is well.

Of the lovely fantasy, Mr. Martin
says, “This is a chance for young danc-
ers to perform on stage with profes-
sional dancers of American Repertory
Ballet. It is an experience they will
hopefully never forget.”

For tickets to the Nutcracker at the
Union County Performing Arts Center
performances in Rahway, call (732)
499-8226 or visit the website at
ucpac.org. Tickets also may be pur-
chased at the door at the 1601 Irving
Street location in Rahway.

LITTLEST MICE...For  the upcoming production of the Nutcracker at the Union
Country Performing Arts Center in Rahway, area children auditioned and have
been selected to perform at the performances on Saturday and Sunday, November
18 and 19.

Westfield High School Presents
The Man Who Came to Dinner

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School (WHS) Theatre Department is
proud to present The Man Who Came
to Dinner on Thursday, November 16,
Friday, November 17 and Saturday,
November 18.

The three-act comedy, written in 1939
by George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart,
has long been acknowledged as one of
the funniest plays ever written.

The Man Who Came to Dinner takes
place during Christmas at the Ohio
home of wealthy industrialist Ernest W.
Stanley (Nicolas Guerriero). When a
freak accident on the Stanley’s door-
step lands dinner guest and loud-
mouthed, venomous, witty theater critic/
radio personality Sheridan Whiteside
(Julian Mazzola) in a wheelchair, he
becomes stranded, along with his faith-
ful secretary, Maggie Cutler (Kimmi
Zimmermann). Hysteria ensues as
Whiteside exerts his reign of terror,
monopolizing the house with his bi-
zarre guests, including paroled con-
victs and Hollywood friends who bring
their eccentric holiday gifts ranging
from cockroaches, to penguins and even
an octopus.

The play is based on an incident with
the writers’ real-life friend, radio per-
sonality Alexander Woollcott, upon
whom they based the lead character.

Other featured cast include: Emma
Shakal as Mrs. Stanley, Ethan Manning
as Richard Stanley, Abby Rothenberg
as June Stanley, Abbie Painter as Harriet
Stanley, Abigail Connolly as Miss Preen,
Maggie Bergin as Joan, Lauren Singer
as Sarah, Charlotte Fountain-Jardim as

Lorraine Sheldon, and Matthew
Meixner as Bert Jefferson. Additional
cast members include: Olivia Ebel,
Katie Ceraso, Julia Salvato, Lily Paone,
Noah Lipkind, Gianni Pizzi, Daniel
Howard, Anthony Butera, Vincent
Mora, Finn McGurn, Jack Cerria,
Connor Abrams, Remi Shendell, Emma
Herber, Alexandra Sica, Liz Rosenberg,
Christina Arida, Jessie Karlin, Talia
McRoberts, Sophia Rossetti, Sophie
Tananbaum, McKenzie Waddell, Noah
Plotkin, Sean Marner.

In addition to the on-stage talent,
WHS students play a large role be-
hind the scenes, working on the show’s
costumes, makeup, props, lighting and
sound, and designing and building
the set.

The award-winning Westfield High
School Theatre Department is an inclu-
sive community offering outstanding
opportunities for all students to de-
velop their skills in acting, technical
theatre, and live performance. Its mis-
sion is to help every student reach their
highest potential as an artist and as an
individual.

Tickets for The Man Who Came to
Dinner are $14 each and are on sale at
whstd.booktix.com. Advance purchases
are recommended. Any tickets not sold
in advance will be available at the door.
Tickets are reserved seating. Perfor-
mances are November 16, 17, and 18 at
7:30 p.m. All performances will be held
in the auditorium of Westfield High
School, located at 550 Dorian Road.

READY FOR DINNER...Students at Westfield High School in rehearsal for The
Man Who Came to Dinner.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

VALL-LLOBERA TWO TDS; ELLIOTT (INT)& LEVY FUMBLE RECOVERY; ORTIZ 13 TACKLES

Blue Devils Hold Back Ridge’s Running in Grid Section, 17-10
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fullback RJ Milligan proved to
be a difficult individual to bring
down but the Westfield High
School Blue Devils, who bent
somewhat, did not break and
created some key turnovers to
emerge with a 17-10 victory over
the eighth-seeded Ridge Red
Devils in the first round of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 5
playoffs at Gary Kehler Stadium
in Westfield on Veterans’ Day
(11th hour of the 11th day of the
11th month).

The top-seeded, 9-0 Blue Dev-
ils recovered a pair of fumbles
and stopped a fake punt maneu-
ver, which set up all three of their
scores, added a key touchdown-
preventing tackle then sealed the
victory with an interception late
in the fourth quarter to advance
to the semifinal round on No-
vember 18 at 1 p.m. to host the
fifth-seeded Elizabeth Minute-
men, who defeated fourth-seeded
East Orange, 26-7.

The Red Devils relying almost
exclusively on a running game
chewed up 187 yards on 35 car-

ries and Milligan was responsible
for 171 of them, including a three-
yard touchdown (TD) run and a
41-yard sprint that was cut short
of being another TD thanks to a
saving tackle by defensive back
Jordan Simpson. Quarterback
Wesley Hudkins passed only twice
in the first half but needed to go
to the air often in the final min-
utes of the game and finished
with two receptions in 11 at-
tempts for 33 yards, which in-
cluded the victory-sealing inter-
ception by co-captain/linebacker
Shea Elliott.

“I know he’s hard to take down.
He ran really well,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Jim DeSarno said.
“They had a good scheme for us

on offense and defense. They
came out with a defense they
haven’t run all year. It took some
time to get adjusted to it then in
the second have we were moving
the ball.”

The Blue Devils were no strang-
ers to the ground game either.
Sophomore running back Tim
Alliegro carried 17 times for 91
yards, senior Juandre House car-
ried 12 times for 43 yards and
quarterback Hank Shapiro, who
was sacked four times in the first
half, finished with 18 positive
yards. Shapiro did take to the air
13 times, completing nine for
101 yards. Colin Freer had four
receptions for 43 yards, Tommy
Norris had two receptions for 30
yards, Stevie Barden had a nine-
yard reception and Emmett Smith
had two receptions for 19 yards.

The “aces in the hole”, how-
ever, were senior defensive end
Jake Vall-Llobera and company.
When the situation presented it-
self, Vall-Llobera would shift to
the offense and take some snaps.
Three other primarily defensive
players, Drew Ortiz (13 tackles),
and co-captains Elliott and Jacob
Dayon were inserted for blocking
to assist co-captain John
McCauley and the rest of the
offensive line. It paid off as Vall-
Llobera carried eight times for
31 yards, including TD runs of six
yards and two yards.

The Red Devils’ defense pre-
sented its determination early.
After delivering a six-yard sack
to Shapiro, the Blue Devils were
forced to punt and it was blocked.
Ridge took over at the Westfield

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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42. Seven running plays later
and with 16 seconds left in the
first quarter, Milligan pushed in
from the three-yard line and
Nolan Hughes kicked the extra
point.

Midway through the second
quarter Elliott recovered a Ridge
fumble at the Westfield 41.

“Drew Ortiz came up with a big
hit. We have been preaching all
week that this guy is a second-
effort runner. When you get guys
like those, you get as many hacks
as you can on the ball and try to
rip it out,” Elliott said. “We have
three senior linebackers. Me, Jake
and Drew have been playing our
whole life together and we got
Will Kessler this year. We can
read off each other. It works out
great.”

“RJ is a tough runner. Talk about
a football player, I would point to
that guy every time. He gave
everything he had today. It was
tough bringing him down,” Dayon

expressed.
Despite being sacked once for

a six-yard loss, Shapiro engi-
neered a 12-play, 59-yard drive
that ended with Vall-Llobera’s
six-yard TD with 3:04 left in the
half. Aidan Boland kicked the
point after to knot the score.

The Blue Devil defense baffled
Ridge on its next series and
caused another fumble with a
number of players pouncing on
the ball until Dayon came up
holding the ball in the air giving
Westfield possession at the Red
Devil 36.

“Noah Levy recovered it but I
actually ripped it out of his hands.
I give Noah credit for that one,”
Dayon explained.

On the seventh play, Boland
kicked a 22-yard field goal to
make the halftime score, 10-7.

Ridge cut short Westfield’s first
series of the second half when
Sean Spina intercepted Shapiro’s
pass at the Red Devil 20-yard

line but the Blue Devil defense
got tough. When defensive end
Joe San Giacomo batted down
Hudkins’ pass, Ridge set up to
punt with a fourth-and-three. A
fake punt attempt failed and
Westfield took over at the Ridge
49. On the 13th play, Vall-Llobera
barreled in from the two with :09
left in the third quarter.

Ridge answered with a drive
that got temporarily waylaid with
a seven-yard sack delivered by
Rory McGovern and Dayon but
three plays later, Milligan broke
through the line, leaped over
another defender and dashed
toward the end zone but Simpson
fired up his burners and took him
down at the eight. The drive
ended with a 20-yard field goal
by Hughes.

Six combined runs by House
and Alliegro placed the ball on
the Ridge 26 where Shapiro found
daylight on a keeper and sprinted
toward the goal but the ball was

jarred loose at the one and re-
covered by Ridge in the end zone
giving the Red Devils one last
chance with less that three min-
utes remaining.

“I thought he was in. Plays like
that really kind of change the
game. It’s kind of heartbreaking
but the defense can step up and
make plays,” co-captain Adam
McDaniel said.

Hudkins went to the air eight
times and did complete one with
a spectacular 26-yard grab by
Devin Stieglitz but the fine team-
work by defensive backs Barden
and McDaniel rejected the others
except the final pass that was
intercepted by Elliott with 1:39
remaining.

“They had that crazy one-
handed catch on fourth down.
We just kept coming every play

and eventually we knew that our
‘D’ line was going to pressure
and they did force the quarter-
back to throw off his back foot.
The ball went up in the air,”
Elliott said.

“Most of the defense there are
a lot of seniors, so we have been
playing together since third
grade. Stevie, we’ve always
played defensive back together,
so we knew when they were go-
ing to start passing we just had
to get our depth, step up and
make plays,” McDaniel said.

“I feel pretty strong about our
pass defense and I thought we
did a great job of taking that part
of the game away,” Coach
DeSarno commented.

“Our defensive line and line-
backers are really tough, espe-
cially when they are throwing the
ball. They get to them quick and
they don’t really have that much
time to throw, so it helps us lock

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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down the receivers,” McDaniel
added.

Next on the list would be a
semifinal battle with Elizabeth at
Kehler Stadium this Saturday at
1 p.m.

“It’s going to get harder and
harder. It’s not going to get
easier, so we got to get back to
work, have a good week of prac-
tice and get after them,” Coach
DeSarno warned.

“Defensively we just got to keep
doing what we have been doing
all year. This team is all about
reading the keys. If each person
does what they are supposed to
do, we will be successful,” Dayon
added.

“We are in playoffs now. Sur-
vival mode! One loss sends you
home. All year we kind of fought
back from close games. We are
going to continue doing that,”
Elliott expressed. “Keep battling!”
Ridge   7   0   0   3 10
Westfield   0 10   7   0 17

Westfield Blue Devils Hold Back Ridge’s Running Game in Grid Sectional, 17-10

more photos next page
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Westfield Blue Devils Hold Back Ridge’s Running Game in Grid Sectional, 17-10
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Westfield Blue Devils Hold Back Ridge’s Running Game in Grid Sectional, 17-10
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Westfield Blue Devils Hold Back Ridge’s Running Game in Grid Sectional, 17-10

 photos by Charles Mulrooney next page
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Westfield Blue Devils Hold Back Ridge’s Running, 17-10 – photos by Charles Mulrooney
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Westfield Blue Devils Hold Back Ridge’s Running, 17-10 – photos by Charles Mulrooney

Laura Ortiz photos next page



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-9  Thursday, November 16 , 2017

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Westfield Blue Devils Hold Back Ridge’s Running, 17-10 – photos by Laura Ortiz

more photos next page
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Westfield Blue Devils Hold Back Ridge’s Running, 17-10 – photos by Laura Ortiz
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Ridge Red Devils Awarded Soccer Sectional Title After Shootout with Blue Devils

more photos next page
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Ridge Red Devils Awarded Soccer Sectional Title After Shootout with Blue Devils

more photos next page
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Ridge Red Devils Awarded Soccer Sectional Title After Shootout with Blue Devils

more photos next page
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Ridge Red Devils Awarded Soccer Sectional Title After Shootout with Blue Devils
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Ridge Red Devils Awarded Soccer Sectional Title After Shootout with Blue Devils
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Planning Board Critical of
Redevelopment Ordinance

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At Wednesday’s
planning board meeting, board
members provided “critical com-
mentary” after reviewing the
South Avenue redevelopment
plan ordinance. The ordinance
approving the South Avenue
(Casale/Petro site) redevelop-
ment plan was sent by the coun-
cil for planning board review be-
fore adoption. The board’s con-
sensus is the plan should not be
adopted “as is” by the council at
its next meeting.

“The plan is purely for the ap-
plicant (Russo Development).
Russo can do better than this. I
don’t see how the borough is
benefiting from this plan,” said
planning board member Bill
Nierstedt, a former borough
councilman.

At the next council meeting,
the planning board’s redevelop-
ment plan commentary will be
interpreted.

“My hope is council takes the
advice and commentary from the
planning board seriously. They
scrap this plan for Russo II with
the recommendations from the
planning board,” said board
member Joseph Sarno, a mem-
ber of the borough council.

The council can approve the
ordinance “as is” or utilize the
planning board’s commentary to
ask Russo development to an-
swer board members’ questions
and concerns with a revised re-
development plan.

“The most significant redevel-
opment plan aspect the planning
board and myself has a problem
with is the number of three-bed-
room units. Twenty-six, three-
bedroom units were proposed in
this plan,” Mr. Sarno said.

Board member Kathleen
Villaggio said she found this num-

ber to be “high” and “not eco-
nomically feasible for Garwood.”

“I saw nothing in the affordable-
housing settlement plan address-
ing a need for 26, three-bedroom
units. Everything in the court rul-

ing addresses the affordable-unit
numbers,” said Ms. Villaggio.

Mr. Nierstedt said he believes
the units will have an impact on
the school system, the prevail-
ing assumptions being a three-
bedroom unit can fit a family
while single units are marketed
towards “millennial” commuters.

“I do not understand how they
will fit these units. We were not
given an official size for each unit
at this point,” Mr. Nierstedt said.
He said the redevelopment plan
does not mention retaining or
displacing storm water nor ad-
dresses possible traffic issues.

Planning Board Chairman
Stephen Greet said he believes
input should be provided on why
no indication or need for elevators
has been addressed in the plan.

“We’re talking 52 units and no
elevators,” Mr. Greet said.

 Board member Gene Jannotti
said he does not understand how
when developing 52 additional
units and considering 26 three-
bedroom units no green or open
space was allotted.

The plan’s mention of vinyl sid-
ing drew criticism as the board
has disallowed vinyl siding from
residences in the borough, ac-
cording to Mr. Jannotti.

“I don’t like it. This is not what
we are used to. No drawings
have been provided showing me
what a stacked townhome is or
will look like,” said Mr. Jannotti,
saying the redevelopment plans
lack transparency in depicting
what will actually be built at the
site.

Mr. Jannotti said the plan was
dissimilar to even residential
homeowners seeking variances
who provide what their struc-
tural changes will look like when
completed.

Mayor Charles Lombardo said

Birchwood Redevelopment
To Have 225 Units, 3 Bldgs.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Once an office
use, 215-235 Birchwood Avenue
is planned to become a residen-
tial use with three, four-story
apartment buildings, according
to a redevelopment plan pre-
sented to the township commit-
tee and introduced on first read-
ing Monday by the township com-
mittee.

The redevelopment plan lays
out an inclusionary, multi-family
residential development consist-
ing of 225 apartments, 34 of
which are affordable, and spread
amongst three separate build-
ings. It is to be built by Birchwood
Developers Associates, LLC, aka
Garden Communities.

The plan is subject to approval
by state Superior Court in Eliza-
beth, for an amendment of the
township’s current affordable-
housing obligations set forth in
the Court Order dated December

9, 2011 and the Judgment of
Compliance and Repose dated
March 22, 2013, as stated in the
redevelopment plan.

The court records say that in
2011 the township has a short-
age of 54 affordable units in its
prior round obligation, and in
2013 the township has an indig-
enous need of 55 units, and 138
units in the prior round. The 55
units were to be fulfilled with the
previous development plan by
Cranford Development Associ-
ates (CDA), which had won a
builder’s remedy lawsuit against
the township. The committee has
until the end of next year to fulfill
its affordable-housing obligation
and retain immunity from
builder’s remedy lawsuits.

The inclusionary, multi-family
affordable-housing component of
15 percent, as negotiated with
the developer, is made up of very
low income, 13 percent or five

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
FIFTY YEARS IN CRANFORD...Perrotti's was honored Monday by the
Cranford Township Committee Monday for being in business in Cranford for 50
years. Pictured, from left to right, are:  Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.,  DMC
member Barry O'Donovan, Jim Capodice, Nick Perrotti, and Dave Perrotti, Jr.

Todisco, McCormack
Winners After

Provisional Votes
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Union County
Board of Elections has projected
Councilwoman Sara Todisco, a
Democrat, and Richard
McCormack, a Republican, the
uncertified winners in last
Tuesday’s council election fol-
lowing the counting of 17 provi-
sional ballots. The results are not
“official” until certified by County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi.

Mr. McCormack defeated Russ
Graham, a Democrat, by six total
votes after provisional votes were
counted by the Union County
Clerk’s Office.

Ms. Todisco, who serves as
council president, garnered a
total of 719 votes, or 26.18 per-
cent of the total vote, followed by
Mr. McCormack, who received
685 votes, or 24.95 percent of
the total vote. Mr. Graham fin-
ished third with 679 votes, or
24.73 percent of the vote, fol-
lowed by Republican Michael
Collings, who garnered 659 votes,
or 24 percent of the vote.

The provisional vote count was
led by Ms. Todisco, with 32.26
percent, or 10 votes. Mr. Gra-
ham received nine votes, or 29.03
percent of the total provisional
vote, with Mr. McCormack and
Mr. Collings each obtaining six
votes, or 19.35 percent of the
total provisional vote. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGECONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Cranford BOE Recognizes
Newly Re-Elected Cands.
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Business Admin-
istrator and Board Secretary Rob-
ert Carfagno congratulated the
newly reelected members of the
board of education (BOE) at the
board’s open work session meet-
ing Monday night.

Four candidates ran for three
open spots on the Cranford BOE:
incumbent board members Kurt
Petschow, Jr., president; Lisa
Carbone and Kristen Mallon and
newcomer Rita Della Valle.

As previously reported by The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Ms.
Carbone received 3,634 votes,
Mr. Petschow received 2,995

votes and Ms. Mallon received
2,737 votes, defeating Ms. Della
Valle, who received 2,491 votes.
The three reelected board mem-
bers will complete three-year
terms.

Additionally, Daniel DeMarco,
who ran unopposed for a one-
year term, received 3,204 votes.

The annual reorganization
meeting of the BOE has been
scheduled for Monday, January
8, 2018, at 7 p.m., in the board
room at Lincoln School.

“We do limited business,” Mr.
Carfagno told the board, just set
the board meeting calendar and
swear in the elected board mem-
bers.

In other board business, an
emergency contract was ap-
proved by the board for emer-
gency services related to boiler
repairs at Brookside Place School
and Livingston Avenue School
with PK Mechanical Services in
the amount of $124,706.

Mr. Carfagno spoke briefly to
the board about a requirement
for New Jersey school districts to
submit a three-year maintenance
plan documenting required main-
tenance activities for each of its
public school facilities.

“The state says we have to
spend a minimum of $181,000
as a minimum target. We spend
about a half a million dollars,”
Mr. Carfagno commented.

The Comprehensive Mainte-
nance Plan Report, put together
by Mr. Carfagno, was approved
by the board for submission.

The board approved Kerry
Yorkanis as the new freshman
girls’ basketball coach at Cranford
High School (CHS), and Robert
Kessler has been hired as an
adjunct varsity winter track
coach, also at CHS.

Additionally, John Molka has
been hired as a teacher of special

units; low income, 37 percent or
12 units, and moderate income,
50 percent or 17 units. Three of
the affordable units are one-bed-
room dwellings, 24 have two bed-
rooms, and seven have three
bedrooms. The 191 market-rate
units must only be one- or two-
bedroom units, according to the
plan. There are 51 one-bedroom,
15 one-bedroom with a den, 96
two-bedroom units located in the
interior of the buildings, and 29
two-bedroom units located on
the corners of the buildings.

The bedroom distribution for
the affordable units compensates
for the shortage of two, two-
bedroom units, and the excess of
two, one-bedroom units in the
Riverfront at Cranford Station
development. The developer,
chosen by the township commit-
tee in July, is the same developer
of Riverfront.

Parking is contained at ground
level, underneath the apartments
situated on the second, third and
fourth stories, and within drive-
ways on the property; for a total
of 416 parking spaces.

The total impervious coverage
in the more than 15 acres of land
is 27 percent, according to Mike
Mistretta of Harbor Consultants,
the planner retained by the town-
ship.

Resident Liz Sweeney of
Wadsworth Terrace asked if
Birchwood Avenue is to be el-
evated, as the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Pro-
tection (NJDEP) had concluded
for the previous application by
CDA, that portions of the road-
way be elevated by 1.3 feet.
Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.
said the new developer will need
to resubmit the plan to the NJDEP,
which will then reevaluate.

The plan also depicts a small
flood storage area, which the
committee has yet to determine
if it is to be built.

Resident Frank Krause urged
the committee to review recent

hydraulic studies on the site that
lies on a floodplain, flood hazard
area, and wetlands. “This whole
area is bowl,” Mr. Krause said,
which is being fed by the Orange
Avenue stream, Kenilworth brook
and stream runoff from the adja-
cent Conservation Center, as well
as storm water runoff from the
Verizon parking lot across the
street, he said.

Flooding calculations were not
presented for the new develop-
ment. During a 2014 NJDEP hear-
ing, Leo Coakley of Hatch Mott
MacDonald, engineering consult-
ant for the township, said the
proposed development by CDA
would raise the water level be-
tween 1.7 to 2.3 feet, and would
affect the properties across from
the site and upstream.

The township purchased the
property from CDA last year in
order to reduce the density on
the site. Mr. Mistretta cited posi-
tive differences between the pre-
vious plan by CDA at a 360-unit
build out and the new plan by
Birchwood Developers at a 225-
unit build out. Those differences
were a reduction of impervious
coverage of 4 percent, a reduc-
tion of units per acre, from 24 to
14 units per acre, front-lot set-
backs increased from 30 feet to
45 feet, and building height re-
duced by five feet, as well as 20
less affordable units, and 135
less total units.

The plan is to have a public
hearing and be adopted Tues-
day, November 28, when a full
presentation will be displayed on
the newly installed TV screens in
the municipal chambers. A site
plan will then be presented to the
planning board.

The committee also passed
resolutions. The hourly rate in-
crease for Emergency Medical
Technicians within the fire de-
partment was approved to be
“more competitive,” Deputy
Mayor Patrick Giblin said, since
the department has had turn-

over. The hourly rate will be in-
creased from $16.39 to $18, up
a dollar per hour.

The committee amended a con-
tract with McElroy Deutsch
Mulvaney & Carpenter, attorneys,
for litigation services in connec-
tion to a lawsuit filed in 2013 by
plaintiffs Edan and Edna Ben Elazar
against Macrietta Cleaners, also
known as Swan Cleaners, and the
township, due to environmental
contaminants on township prop-
erty behind the cleaners located
on North Avenue.

Also, a resolution was passed to
amend the Land Development or-
dinance to state that any applica-
tions submitted to the zoning
board of adjustment or planning
board also is to include a CD/DVD
or flash drive containing the docu-
ments for the application.

borough officials updated State
Superior Court Judge Karen
Cassidy at last month’s court hear-
ing regarding affordable-housing
deadlines per the borough’s Fair
Share Housing Plan.

“Judge Cassidy is pleased with
our progress. The next milestone
will be a hearing with Judge
Cassidy on March 12, 2018,”
Mayor Lombardo said.

Mr. Nierstedt, in closing discus-
sion, stated the borough, council
and the planning board have “ad-
ditional protection time,” refer-
ring to the time until the next
hearing before Judge Cassidy.

“Let’s use it constructively,” Mr.
Nierstedt said.

Resident Jim Mathieu, a former
councilman, said the Russo de-
velopment is trying to make
money and “the governing body
has done a poor job of represent-
ing us.”

“This is a partisan issue and do
not be surprised if you get push
back with four Democrats and

two Republicans on council (at
the next council meeting),” Mr.
Mathieu said.

Mr. Mathieu asked Mayor
Lombardo to “rein in his council”
on the redevelopment plan and
to “not put it on Joe Sarno.”

In other business, attorney John
D. Gulyas represented applicants
David and Rose Conceicao, of
550 4th Avenue, who were ap-
proved for two D-2 variances for
an expansion of non-conforming
use for a two-family dwelling.
The homes’ proposed height is
33 feet, 4 inches while only 30
feet is permitted. The applicant
was granted a d variance for a
proposed expansion into munici-
pal zone.

“This is my first home. We have
been working on this for over a
year. I want to move in and start
a family,” said Mr. Conceicao in
thanking the planning board for
its support and explaining his
intentions for modifying the
dwelling.

Pl. Bd. Critical of Redevelopment

Birchwood Redevelopment to Have 225 Units

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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GARWOOD — After reviewing
the planning board’s commentary
on the South Avenue redevelop-
ment plan, known as Russo Devel-
opment II, the borough council on
Tuesday night decided to table an
ordinance related to the plan. The
property has been designated for
52 stacked town homes.

Tabling the ordinance enables
further review and discussion,
allowing for possible changes to
be made to the redevelopment
plan before a new ordinance is
approved.

Mayor Charles Lombardo said
he wanted the council to table
the redevelopment plan until fur-
ther revisions are made. He said
his decision was based on three
major issue categories uncov-
ered by the planning board’s re-
view: the number of three-bed-
room units or density, parking or
the amount of private parking
available, and the need for fiscal
and traffic impact studies.

The decision to detail a suc-
cessful redevelopment plan for
the borough’s best interest comes
with a pressing time schedule,
according to Borough Attorney
Robert Renaud.

The borough had 60 days from
October 30 to draft a redevelop-
ment plan. The redevelopment
plan must be adopted within 120
days as per affordable-housing
compliance rules.

The council agreed to add a
third meeting to the December
meeting schedule to discuss the
redevelopment plan, as suggested
by Councilman Joseph Sarno.

“As many things that have been
done, the borough was provided
with another checklist (as per
affordable-housing redevelop-
ment compliance) that has to be
done in a short period of time,”
Mr. Renaud said.

Mr. Renaud said at the October
30 court hearing that the bor-
ough was “patted on the back”

for all the activities completed to
remain compliant with the af-
fordable-housing settlement. The
borough’s next hearing is Mon-
day, March 12, 2018.

“I understand that there are
time constraints to review and
update the Phase 2 plan, but
given the most recent court-
granted time extension, there is
time to make requisite changes
to this plan before it is adopted,”
Mayor Lombardo said.

Mayor Lombardo said he does
not want to see a plan just put in
place to remain compliant, but
the “right plan” for Garwood resi-
dents.

Council President Sara Todisco,
when proposing to table the rede-
velopment plan, said, “it would be
wise” for the borough’s hired re-

education, at Orange Avenue
School, effective November 14.

Cranford resident Mark Zucker
stood to address the board in
regards to his granddaughter, a
first-grade student in the dis-
trict, and her math homework.
Mr. Zucker relayed that in trying
to aid his granddaughter with
her homework, he “knew the an-
swer,” but what he could not
relay was the “concept” of how it
was taught.

“I’m asking the board to con-
sider if not this year, in the fu-
ture, to do a little workshop for
parents and grandparents to
learn the concept of how to assist
in subjects like math,” Mr. Zucker
commented to the board.

Board member Maria Loikith
relayed that these sessions were
going on in different schools, but
it may not have been properly
publicized.

Mr. Petschow assured Mr.
Zucker the board would work on
communicating when those ses-
sions would be held.

The board recognized and hon-
ored veterans Jim Darcy, Jay
Boxwell, Jim Silkenson (not
present), Drew Burns, Lee
Blough, Jerry Krov, Frank Drohas
and Joe Delgrippo for “their con-
tributions and efforts in serving
our country and ensuring our
freedom and peace.”

The board created a resolution
in which it made evident that
Cranford as a district endorses the
observance of Veterans’ Educa-
tion Awareness Week, November
13 to 17, 2017, “as a way to honor
our veterans” and to remind young
people in the community “of the
strong principles upon which the
nation was founded.”

The next board meeting will be
held on Monday, November 27.

development financial advisor,
Acacia Financial Group, to review
the project’s financial statements.

“We never received the
financials,” said Mr. Sarno, in com-
menting on Russo Development’s
profit margins regarding the af-
fordable-housing units needed to
keep the borough compliant ver-
sus extra units proposed by the
developer for profit.

Mr. Sarno said the developer
needs to justify why there is a 50-
percent three-bedroom unit mix
proposed for the development.
“Four separate buildings have
been proposed,” Mr. Sarno said.

Mr. Sarno said the proposed
current unit layout in a four sepa-
rate building format may not be
what is best for the borough’s
aesthetic or desired downtown.

He said the development’s im-
pact on the student population,
the lack of a storm water man-
agement system, aesthetically
unappealing chain-link fences,
entrances and exits to the units
from a traffic feasibility perspec-
tive, the impact on public park-
ing, and the actual size for each
of the 130 total units proposed
were some concerns noted by
planning board members.

An affordable-housing liaison
position will have to be filled by a
paid professional at the borough’s
expense as per state mandate.
Ms. Todisco said the position is
another unfunded state mandate
the borough has to shoulder the
cost for and that the borough can
be punished if it does not provide
for the position.

“We’re not paying for any of this,
correct?” Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro asked in stating that she
believes the developer should have
to pay for the position.

The borough will have to as-
sume the cost until fees are re-
couped or collected from the
operating development, said Mr.
Renaud, explaining the devel-
oper only pays fees when the
development opens, but not the
conceptual phase.

In other business, planning
board member Bill Nierstedt
spoke of the need to raise aware-
ness for Ewing sarcoma. Mr.
Nierstedt’s nephew, Colin, passed
away in his teens from the condi-
tion. Ewing sarcoma is most
prevalent in teenagers.

Mr. Nierstedt announced that
the third annual Turkey Trot, spon-
sored by The Friends of Colin, will
be held at Unami Park on Friday,
November 24. The 5K event will
start at 10 a.m. Registration will
begin at 8:30 a.m. for people
waiting to register late. Interested
persons can visit friendsofcolin.org
to register now and find out how to
participate. The walk raises aware-
ness and funding for research on
Ewing sarcoma.

Council Tables Ordinance on South Avenue Development

Probitas Verus Honos

CF Bd Recognizes
Re-Elected Cands.

Cranford Girl Scout Creates
Program For Tutoring Kids
CRANFORD — A free drop-in

tutoring program is being offered
at the Cranford Public Library for
students in kindergarten through
fifth grade. This program has been
created by Cranford Girl Scout
Julia Lachenauer as her Gold
Award project. The Gold Award is
the highest award a Girl Scout
can attain.

Parents can bring their children
to the library on Wednesdays,
from 4 to 5:30 p.m., for free
academic tutoring in any subject
by local high-school students.
Tutoring is done on the first floor,
near the magazine rack. Parents
do not need to sign up to bring
their children. However, they
should bring any homework,
books or other materials that
would be useful for tutoring.

High-school students also can
sign up to be tutors, and get
community service hours for par-
ticipating, as well as valuable
experience working with children.

This program is designed to ben-
efit elementary-school children
and their parents, as well as
high-school students.

According to Julia, this initia-
tive has helped many children
with their schoolwork, and their
parents have expressed satis-
faction with the program.

The program is looking to expand
the number of children being tu-
tored. The Cranford Public Library
is located at 224 Walnut Avenue.
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Trinity Charity Jewelry Sale
To Take Place on Sunday

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119
Forest Avenue, Cranford, will
host a charity African jewelry
and craft sale this Sunday, No-
vember 19, at 11:30 a.m., in
Sherlock Hall. Proceeds from the
sale will go to African Team Min-
istries, a Christian ministry pro-
viding funds for orphan and refu-
gee relief missions and evange-
lism in East Africa.

“The worst drought in 60 years
left more than three million
Kenyans facing malnutrition and
starvation,” said the Reverend
Andy Kruger, Trinity’s Priest-in-
Charge.

The sale will feature crafts,
jewelry and soapstone carvings
from East Africa. “We invite ev-
eryone to come help this life-
saving ministry,” said Reverend
Kruger. For more information,
call JoAnn at (908) 233-3275.

African Team Ministries was
founded in 1984 by Bishop Festo
Kivengere of Uganda, working
as an intermediary between Af-

rican and American churches to
fund food, education, relief ef-
forts and clean water facilities in
Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania and
Rwanda. In response to the
drought, African Team Ministries
sent 250,000 meals to families
in drought and famine areas and
is providing pumps to help com-
munities pump clean, reliable
water. More information about
African Team Ministries can be
found by visiting
africanteamministries.org/.

Trinity Episcopal Church,
founded in 1872, is a faith-based
family that welcomes all people
and strives to “know Christ and
to make him known through
faith, fellowship and service.”
Sunday services, celebrated by
Reverend Kruger, are at 8 a.m.
and 10 a.m. For more informa-
tion about Trinity, call (908) 276-
4047 or visit trinitycranford.org/
.

Trinity also provides Trinity
Episcopal Day School (TEDS), a
state-licensed facility serving
children from age 2½ through
kindergarten. For more infor-
mation about TEDS, call (908)
276-2881 or visit
tedscranford.org.

HPAB Rep to Speak
On Cranford Survey
CRANFORD — Kinney Clark, a

member of Cranford’s Historic
Preservation Advisory Board
(HPAB), will present a program
on the board’s recently com-
pleted Phase 1 Cranford His-
toric Resources Survey on Mon-
day, November 27, at 7:30 p.m.
This program will take place at
the Cranford Community Cen-
ter, located at 220 Walnut Av-
enue.

The HPAB is tasked with ad-
vising the township on historic
preservation. The survey was
conducted in support of the
board’s overall mission, which
is to help identify and preserve
the architectural heritage and
character of Cranford. The two-
volume survey includes an
overview of community history
and development, a review of
existing cultural resources sur-
veys, National Register listings,
current status updates for ex-
isting resources and recom-
mendations for future survey
activity.

In addition to presenting an
overview of the survey, Mr.
Clark will answer questions
about the survey and about
historic preservation issues in
general as well.

Admission to the program is
free and all are welcome. This
program is co-sponsored by
the HPAB and the Cranford Pub-
lic Library.

Interfaith Service Set
At Cranford Temple

CRANFORD — An Interfaith
Thanksgiving Service will take
place on Monday, November 20,
at 7 p.m., at Temple Beth-El
Mekor Chayim. All are welcome.

Attendees are asked to bring
non-perishable food items to the
service to be donated to Cranford
Family Care. Temple Beth-El
Mekor Chayim is located at 338
Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

CRANFORD — The College
Women’s Club of Cranford has
announced that it has discon-

tinued the publication of its
Cranford Community Calendar
after 43 years. The sale of the
calendar has been the primary
fundraiser for the club’s schol-
arship fund and has enabled
the College Women’s Club to
award thousands of dollars in
scholarships to Cranford’s
graduating seniors who are pur-
suing higher education.

The College Women’s Club of
Cranford thanks all the local
advertisers and residents who,
for the past 43 years, have
continued to support this ma-
jor fundraiser with the purchase
of advertising space and calen-
dars. The club expressed spe-
cial thanks to Perrotti’s Quality
Meats and Groceries, Bell’s
Pharmacy, Periwinkle’s and the
Cranford Public Library for mak-
ing the calendars available for
sale at their places of business,
and encouraged area residents
to continue to patronize these
establishments.

The College Women’s Club is
planning several new fund-rais-
ing initiatives. The “CWC Col-
oring Book” will be available
for purchase for holiday giving.
It will feature line drawings of
prominent Cranford buildings
and sites. Another fundraiser,
a ”Scholar Tea,” will be held on
Sunday, March 11, 2018, in
Bates Hall at the First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford on
Springfield Avenue.

Membership in the club is open
to all women who are gradu-
ates of a four-year college or
university. For information
about becoming a member, call
Janet Collins at (908) 653-
1452.

College Women Discontinue
Calendar; Plan New Efforts

Workshop to Address
Starting Small Business
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Public Library will host a work-
shop entitled “How to Start a
Small Business in New Jersey” on
Wednesday, November 29, at
4:30 p.m. It will take place at the
Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue.

Abra Watson and Michael
Kovacs, of the Taxation Univer-
sity, an outreach and training
unit within the New Jersey Divi-
sion of Taxation, will conduct
this free workshop. The pro-
gram will cover basic informa-
tion about starting a business in
New Jersey. It will provide at-
tendees with the opportunity to
ask questions about their spe-
cific situations and get the an-
swers they need.

Topics that will be addressed
include the different types of
business structures; how to reg-
ister a small business in New
Jersey, and how to report one’s
New Jersey business income.
The length of the workshop is
approximately one hour and 45
minutes.

Seating is limited and regis-
tration is required. To register,
e-mail John Malar at the
Cranford Public Library at j-
malar@cranfordnj.org, or call
him at (908) 709-7272, exten-
sion no. 2101. If e-mailing or
leaving a voicemail message,
individuals should include their
name, e-mail address and phone
number. Probitas Verus Honos
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