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On Wednesday, Nov. 11, 1931, Lee
Waring dropkicked a 52-yard field
goal to cap the scoring in Westfield
High’s 21-0 victory over Plainfield.
To this day that remains the school
record for the longest three-pointer.

Never heard of a dropkick? It’s a
type of kick in which a player drops
the ball and then kicks as soon as it
touches the ground. While the kick
was once in wide use, it is rarely seen
anymore. In fact, before the AFL-
NFL merger in 1966, the last success-
ful one was in 1941.

But nobody would want to see an
overtime football game decided by
five guys attempting something that
hasn’t been seen in more than 75 years.

Just like nobody would want to see
an extra-inning baseball game decided
by, say, a bunting contest, or by put-
ting a runner on second to start the
10th inning. You wouldn’t want to see
an overtime basketball game decided
by, say, half-court shots.

And most people don’t like to see
advancement games in county or state
tournaments decided by penalty kicks,
which are extremely rare – until county
and state tournament time. They are
something that happens almost every
day in practice, but …

As fate would have it, both the
sixth-ranked WHS boys soccer team
and the second-ranked WHS girls
soccer team were eliminated from the
state tournament on penalty kicks.
The boys lost to Newark East Side
and the girls came up short against
Ridge for a second straight year.

George Kapner, who coached both
girls and boys soccer at WHS for 32
years, is “not a fan of penalty kicks.”
But he noted that other tiebreaking
methods – corner kicks and replaying
the entire game – were found to be
poor alternatives.

In the 1960s the tiebreaker was cor-
ner kicks. Whoever accumulated the
most was the winner. That’s not the
greatest method to decide things, but at
least corner kicks happen often during
the flow of every game. And they are
usually a sign of an attacking offense.

But sometime in the 1970s the
shootout had become the law of the
land.

On Nov. 13, 1979, WHS met Scotch
Plains-Fanwood in what would turn
out to be an epic sectional semifinal.
With the score tied at 2, the game was
called due to darkness with two min-
utes left in the second overtime.
Westfield led 10-8 in corner kicks but
– according to The Leader article the

following week – the rules of the time
said a three-corner advantage was
needed to declare a winner. So the
entire game was replayed two days
later! Again it went deep into the sec-
ond overtime before Scotch Plains won
2-1 on a goal by Joey DiFrancesco.

The 1986 boys team was the first
state Group 4 champion in program
history, but not before surviving a
shootout scare against Montclair in
the second round of sectionals.

WHS’s soccer teams historically
have not had great success in post-
overtime situations. The boys were 0-
4 in games decided by corner kicks
and 11-12 in penalty kicks. The girls
have a 2-9 record in penalty kicks.

  WORTH ADMISSION
An online website recently posted

a list of 35 New Jersey football play-
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ers who are “worth the price of admis-
sion.” That list did not include WHS’s
Jake Vall-Llobera or Drew Ortiz
(among others). That’s hard to imag-
ine, because we know of one rabid
WHS fan that drives 120 miles round-
trip every week to watch them. Maybe
that website was looking for flashy,
gaudy, offensive numbers, not down-
and-dirty defensive stats or short-yard-
age offensive stuff.

The 6-foot-3, 220-pound Vall-
Llobera is a three-year starter at de-
fensive end, and fills in at tailback
and quarterback in short-yardage situ-
ations. In addition to 11.5 sacks this
season he has scored seven touch-
downs, both team-bests. In Saturday’s
17-10 playoff win over Ridge he had
eight tackles, one sack, and eight car-
ries – converting four third-and-shorts
and one fourth-and-short, while scor-
ing two TDs.

But an equally good case could
also be made for Ortiz. The 5-11,
230-pound inside linebacker has de-
veloped into a human hitting machine
in his second year as a starter. He
leads the team with 83 tackles (team-
high 13 vs. Ridge), most of them at
critical moments, and many of them
with the opposing runner falling back-
ward. He also plays joins fellow in-
side backer Shea Elliott as a blocker
for Vall-Llobera in short-yardage
packages.

  THIS AND THAT
WHS will put its state-best 34-game

win streak on the line Saturday against
Elizabeth in the sectional semifinals.
The Blue Devils narrowly beat the
Minutemen 13-6 earlier this season at
Rutgers.

Was it just me, or did last Saturday’s
win over Ridge looked like the 2017
WHS team was playing against a Gary
Kehler-era WHS team? Ridge is
coached by former Blue Devil assis-
tant Bill Tracy, and the Red Devils
kept things plenty interesting with
their run-oriented pull-and-trap de-
ception, ala GK.

Congratulations to the boys and
girls cross-country teams, which both
finished third in Saturday’s Group 4
meets and qualified for this week’s
Meet of Champions. For the boys it
was their best Group finish in five
years, and the 19th time in program
history that they qualified for the big
run. For the girls it will be their third
trip to the MOC, having finished sixth
in 1995 and ninth in 2000.

The volleyball team played its best
game of the year last Wednesday, but

fell to unbeaten Ridge, 2-1, in the
state Group 4 semifinals. Ridge went
on to win the state title Saturday.

ROFL, LOL, DUPIL
Did anybody else get a chuckle

when they read that a St. Joseph
Montvale assistant coach was sus-
pended for “poaching” players from
Don Bosco Prep. You know, poach-
ing, the illegal practice of trespassing
or encroaching on another’s property
with the purpose of stealing.

Hmmmm … Don Bosco’s best
player lives in Westfield, Bergen
Catholic’s top offensive lineman is
from Westfield, St. Joseph recently
had a quarterback who lived in town,
and St. Peter’s Prep has had a poach-
ing pipeline in Westfield for years.
Those schools survive (and thrive) by
poaching the top athletes from towns

in New Jersey (North, Central and
South) and New York.

But to see them turn on each other,
for something that all parochial
schools do brazenly, is just too freakin’
funny for words.

  WITH THE COLLEGIANS
Loukas Carayannopoulos, a fresh-

man at MIT, was voted 2017 Rookie
of the Year in the New England Men’s
and Women’s Athletic Conference.
The 5-foot-9, 145-pounder led the
Engineeers with 8 goals and 3 assists
in 16 games. At WHS,
Carayannapoulos was a four-year
letterman, two-year captain, two-time
all-county and third team all-Groups
for coach Eric Shaw.

  TRIVIA ANSWER
Tommy Della Badia (’80) was the

first correct responder. The answer
was: 1978. That was the football sea-
son WHS lost to Summit 6-2 in its
opener then beat Plainfield 6-2 on
Thanksgiving.

  DEVIL’S DEN TRIVIA
Who was the football opponent –

and what were the years – in WHS’s
last two 0-0 ties?

Email answer to bj1019@aol.com.
Answer will appear next Thursday.

IN PASSING
Frank Bottone, a legend up at New

Providence High, passed on Nov. 9.
He was 86. His 48-year record as the
Pioneers’ football coach was 334-
125-7.

The Devil’s Den will appear from
time to time in The Westfield Leader.

SPORTS & FITNESS PARTIES

TEAMS AND MORE!

Come to our Grand Opening from Noon to 5PM

Saturday, November 18th and Sunday, November 19th

216 Tingley Lane, Edison, NJ, 08820

Grand Opening Set Nov. 17 to 19
For The Express Athletic Center
EDISON, N.J. — Make way for

The Express.
The region’s hottest, most con-

sumer-friendly athletic center will
officially open its doors on Novem-
ber 17 to 19 at its sparkling, 22,000-
square-foot indoor facility in Edison,
on the border of Scotch Plains and
less than seven miles from Westfield.
The Express is designed to provide
the most positive and fulfilling sports
and exercise experience for everyone
from the first-grade athlete to the ac-
tive retiree looking to stay in shape.
Basketball, baseball, volleyball, soc-
cer, golf, lacrosse, field hockey and
softball are just some of the sports
available at The Express, along with
state-of-the-art equipment for youth
and adults seeking to improve their
fitness. The Express also is the per-
fect venue for parties.

“We want people to call The Ex-
press their team and family home,”
said managing partner Chris
Geschickter, a Westfield resident who
left a highly successful career in hu-
man resources for large life science
organizations to take on the challenge
of running The Express. “The goal is
to run a facility that is fun and busy
from 6 in the morning to 10 at night.”

The Express hopes to draw from a
large population base that includes
Westfield, Clark, Scotch Plains,
Edison, Metuchen, Colonia and The
Plainfields, among other neighboring
communities. A full-size, hardwood
basketball court equipped with six
hoops, a weight room, an on-site physi-
cal therapist, professional golf instruc-
tion, a strength and conditioning co-
ordinator, and an in-house apparel
company make The Express arguably
the most complete sports facility in
the area. A new turf with baseball/
softball machines/tunnels also will
enable The Express to house base-
ball, softball, fitness, field hockey,
lacrosse and soccer clinics for local
athletes.

“Our location is something that you
can’t beat,” said Mr. Geschickter, who
spent 10 years volunteering as the
athletic director for St. Helen’s CYO
basketball before starting The Ex-
press. “We are confident our draw
will significantly increase due to our
superior instruction and location.”

Mr. Geschickter, a three-sport var-
sity athlete in high school, is a big
proponent of youth playing multiple
team sports, which he says enables
kids to stay fresh and interested while
avoiding burnout.

“I’ve had the good fortune of coach-
ing youth sports for more than 25
years, and I’ve observed the value of
kids playing different sports,” he said.

The facility, located at 216 Tingley
Lane, was launched in 2007 as the
East Coast Conditioning Sports Plex.

Mr. Geschickter, a Northern Virginia
native who feels fortunate to have
played at the collegiate level on the
baseball diamond for the College of
William & Mary, knows full well the
challenges he faces in making The
Express a success. But he points to a
management team that is focused on
growing the business. The team in-
cludes Kathy LaMastra, who has the
primary focus of Sales and Market-
ing; his wife, Joanne, who handles the
personnel scheduling; Mike Murray,
Jr., a baseball standout and former
Division 1 and Major League Base-
ball player who will run the baseball
and softball program at The Express;
and Wellington Smith, a former West
Virginia basketball star who will run
the facility’s basketball program.

Bill Castner, a PGA Master Golf
Professional who serves as the Head
Pro at the Plainfield West Nine, will
oversee the Indoor Golf Program (for
golfers of all ages) at The Express.

“We are also fortunate to have Dr.
Gregory Chiang, DPT, who runs his
Sports Performance Physical Therapy
practice and leads the volleyball pro-
gram out of The Express,” Mr.
Geschickter said.

In addition, Charlie Riechers has
joined The Express to support on-site
speed, strength and agility training.

“We are focused on providing a
place where kids can learn the game
and enhance their skills while embrac-
ing the team and family environment,”
Mr. Geschickter said. “A special Thank
You to the shareholders, friends, and
family who share in this vision.”

In coming up with a name for the
new facility, Mr. Geschickter reached
back into his childhood and his list of
role models. Hall of Fame pitcher
Nolan Ryan was his idol growing up,
and his nickname was “The Express.”
He also is a fan of Ernie Davis, the
Heisman Trophy winner from Syra-
cuse who was also nicknamed “The
Express.” It also helps that the ex-
press train runs right by his facility
every day.

“Our message for parents is to en-
courage your kids to participate in
team sports,” he said. “It’s fun and
rewarding, and it made a huge differ-
ence in my life.”

The celebratory weekend for The
Express will begin with a private re-
ception on November 17, followed
by open houses for the public from
noon to 5 p.m. on November 18 and
19. Fun events, drawings, prizes and
more will be available for those who
attend.

You can learn more about The Ex-
press by visiting
www.theexpressathleticcenter.com.
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ACHIEVE SUCCESS AT EXPRESS...Managing Partner Chris Geschickter
officially opens The Express Athletic Center in Edison this weekend.

Laura Ortiz for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jake Vall-Llobera (8) and Drew Ortiz (and their teammates) are well worth the
price of admission.

Westfield PAL Sets
Annual Fundraiser
Save the Date!!!
The Westfield PAL 1st Annual

Fundraiser has been set for Satur-
day, February 3, 2018 at
Shackamaxon Country Club. The
ticket cost is $75 per person. All
proceed benefit the PAL Youth
Programs in Westfield and sur-
rounding communities.

SPF PAL A Falls
In Playoff Semifinal

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood PAL
A football team closed its season with
a loss in the semifinal round of the
New Jersey Suburban Youth Football
League playoffs on November 12.
The eighth grade Raiders were elimi-
nated in the playoffs by an undefeated
Westfield team, 40-0, at Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield.

Anthony Robinson led the Raiders
on offense, while Matt Power was the
standout on the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood defense in the defeat.

The A team for Scotch Plains
Fanwood ended its season with a 6-3-
1 record under coach Shawn Johnson.
Among the highlights for the Raiders
this fall was a 32-14 victory over
Bloomfield in the opening round of
the playoffs on November 5. That
victory came a week after the Raiders
fell to Bloomfield in the final game of
the regular season, 20-0.

Westfield PALA Teams Tops
SPF PAL Grid Kids, 40-0

The Westfield PAL Football A Team
advanced to its fourth consecutive
NJSYFL Super Bowl game with a
decisive, 40-0 victory over Scotch
Plains-Fanwood. The two teams met
in NJSYFL American Division cham-
pionship game with Westfield defeat-
ing Cranford last weekend to earn its
spot. Scotch Plains-Fanwood upset
Bloomfield to earn its spot.

“After beating Bloomfield last
week, we knew that Scotch Plains
would be riding high and looking to
knock us off as well,” noted Head
Coach Peter Gialluisi. “Scotch Plains
is a very talented team and we knew
we would need to be at our best in
order to beat them today.”

The Blue Devils set the tone early,
scoring on their first three posses-
sions. On the first series, Jalen Wade
rumbled 65 yards on two plays be-
hind a physical offensive line and
lead blocks from FBs Mark Gialluisi
and Malachi Mercer. Wade kept the
tempo going on the second drive,
dragging several Raider defenders
down the field, and QB Steven Angeli
added a timely pass to WR David
Link before RB Justin Colby punched
in the score. On the third drive, the
Blue Devils took to the air with a 50
yard toss from Angeli to WR Trey
Constantinou for another TD.

“I know I keep saying this, but
nothing about our air attack resembles
an 8th grade game,” said offensive
coach Lou Mercer. “That pass to Trey,
putting it only where he can grab it,
and then Trey’s ability to go up and
get the ball at its highest point is
unfathomable for boys this age. It’s
fun to watch.”

The Blue Devils ended the first half
with another sustained drive before
Mercer punched in the TD. In all
eight different running backs touched
the ball in the running game and five
different receivers caught passes.

“Our ability to spread the ball
around makes us very difficult to de-
fend,” added assistant coach John
Czarnecki. “Its great to see players
like Duncan, Harvey, Gialluisi, Mer-
cer, Colby, Emry, participate in the
attack. You can’t just key on one
player.”

Foster added the final touchdown
on a 20 yard scamper off the right
side.

On defense, the Blue Devils pitched
another shut out, behind the stellar
play of LBs Gialluisi, Mercer and
Tyler Sontz, DTs Jack Price, Nick
Schoen and Dylan Murphy, and DEs
Logan Howland, Ronan Fowler, and
Harvey.

The Blue Devils are now 43-0 since
entering the NJSYFL as 5th graders.
They will now face Chatham for the
third consecutive year in the NJSYFL
Super Bowl on Sunday, November
19, at Perth Amboy at 1:30 p.m. With
a win, the Blue Devils will be the first
team to finish 44-0 through the
NJSYFL and join the current Westfield
HS sophomore class in winning four
consecutive Super Bowls.

WHS Flag Football
To Host Special Olympics

This Sunday, November 19, the
Westfield High School (WHS) Flag
Football club will host the first uni-
fied flag football games with athletes
from the Special Olympics of New
Jersey. In the spirit of inclusion, exhi-
bition games will be played by teams
composed of athletes from both orga-
nizations for a fun day of competition
and camaraderie.

The WHS Flag Football club, es-
tablished in 2013, was created as a
high school-age extension of the popu-
lar K-8th grade Westfield PAL Flag
Football league. In addition to great
fun, the club takes pride in supporting
the Special Olympics of New Jersey.
Participant entry fees have been do-
nated to the organization annually. To
date the club has donated over $12,000
and hopes to do more. This event
marks the next level of support; host-
ing unified flag football exhibition
games that brings together athletes
with and without disabilities compet-
ing side-by-side, each one a meaning-
ful and equal part of the team.

Games begin at 10:30 am at either
Kehler Field or Edison Middle School
Fields (TBA). Please join us to watch
the competition, cheer on the athletes
and support two great organizations.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SOON TO BECOME A WILDCAT...Cranford Cougar Gordon Graceffo, flanked
by his family, has signed a letter of intent to play baseball for Villanova University
next year. Pictured, left to right, are: Gabe, Melanie (mother), Gordon, Gerald
(father) and Isabel; standing, Director of Athletics Darren Torsone and Cranford
Cougar baseball Head Coach Dennis McCaffery.

Westfield/Plainfield Rivalry
 Westfield 60, Plainfield 45, Tie 7

1900 –– Westfield 26-0
1901 –– Westfield NA
1903 — Plainfield 15-0
1905 — Plainfield 24-0
1907 — Tie 6-6

Westfield 11-0
1908 — Plainfield 12-6

Plainfield 5-0
1909 — Plainfield 35-6
1910 –– Westfield 6-0
1911 — Plainfield 37-6
1912 –– Westfield 19-7
1913 — Westfield 20-6

Westfield 26-7
1914 — Plainfield 19-0
1915 — Plainfield 7-0

Westfield 6-0
1916 — Tie 0-0

Plainfield 7-3
1917 — Plainfield 39-0
1919 — Plainfield 6-0
1921 — Plainfield 28-0
1922 — Plainfield 19-0
1923 — Westfield 3-0
1924 — Plainfield 18-0
1925 — Plainfield 7-2
1926 — Plainfield 20-0
1931 — Westfield 21-0
1932 — Westfield 13-6
1933 — Tie 0-0
1934 — Westfield 7-6
1935 — Plainfield 7-0
1936 — Tie 0-0
1937 — Tie 0-0
1938 — Plainfield 13-0
1939 — Westfield 20-0
1940 — Westfield 13-0
1941 — Westfield 1-0
1944 — Westfield 12-6
1945 — Westfield 12-0
1946 — Plainfield 6-0
1947 — Westfield 32-12
1948 — Westfield 14-6
1949 — Plainfield 19-6
1950 — Plainfield 33-7
1951 — Plainfield 14-6
1952 — Plainfield 27-14
1953 — Plainfield 25-6
1954 — Plainfield 6-0
1955 — Plainfield 21-0
1956 — Plainfield 19-6
1957 — Plainfield 19-12
1958 — Plainfield 21-0
1959 — Plainfield 7-0
1960 — Westfield 13-7
1961 — Westfield 13-6

1962 — Plainfield 27-7
1963 — Westfield 14-12
1964 — Plainfield 13-7
1965 — Westfield 21-0
1966 — Plainfield 33-12
1967 — Plainfield 12-7
1968 — Westfield 25-21
1969 — Westfield 45-0
1970 — Westfield 49-6
1971 — Westfield 12-6
1972 — Westfield 27-6
1973 — Westfield 20-0
1974 — Westfield 31-14
1975 — Westfield 9-6
1976 — Westfield 34-0

Westfield 14-0
1977 — Westfield 38-0
1978 — Westfield 6-2
1979 — Westfield 3-2
1980 — Westfield 14-0
1981 — Westfield 28-6
1982 — Plainfield 21-3
1983 — Plainfield 14-6
1984 — Plainfield 14-0
1985 — Tie 0-0
1986 — Westfield 27-14
1987 — Westfield 35-6
1988 — Westfield 7-6
1989 — Westfield 14-7
1990 — Westfield 21-6
1991 — Westfield 28-0
1992 — Plainfield 14-9
1993 — Tie 0-0
1994 — Westfield 20-7
1995 — Westfield 28-20
1996 — Plainfield 38-7
1997     — Westfield 22-7
1998 –– Plainfield 21-7
1999 –– Plainfield 20-14
2000 — Westfield 42-25
2001 — Westfield 24-21
2002 –– Westfield 14-6
2003 –– Plainfield 9-7
2004     ––        Plainfield     40-0
2005 –– Plainfield 9-0
2006 –– Westfield 17-7
2007 –– Westfield 28-27
2008 –– Westfield 21-19
2009      ––       Westfield      26-6
2010      –– Westfield 35-6
2011      –– Plainfield 22-21
2012      –– Westfield 30-16
2013      –– Westfield 34-0
2014 –– Westfield 6-0
2015 –– Westfield 33-6
2016 –– Westfield 30-14

Westfield/Plainfield No. 113




