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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
Visit Us - 251 North Ave. West
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail - The Westfield Leader/Times

PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
www.goleader.com//help

Useful Information, It is all there at www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date and Customer ID are printed on your mailing label.)
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Letters to
the Editor

Regardless of Your Politics,
A Note Of Gratitude

Thank You; Serving Westfield for the
Past Eight Years Has Been A Privilege

Thank You, Westfield, for the Absolute
Honor and Privilege of Serving

Thank You, Andy,
For Your Service

Let me pause for a moment and
politics aside thank Andy Skibitsky
for 12 years of dedicated service to
Westfield. As someone who served as
well on our BOE and know first hand
the time, commitment and effort it
takes daily. Andy was there when this
town needed him the most during
Sandy and for that know his legacy
will be one of caring and human dig-
nity. We may have disagreed on many
local and national issues, but in the
end Andy was always an advocate for
all of us in the 07090.

We all wish Andy well and think all
of Westfield owes him a debt of grati-
tude for his service.

Mitch Slater
Westfield

I want to take this opportunity to
thank all the residents of Westfield
for the absolute honor and privilege
of serving this great town for 15 years,
12 ½ years as mayor and 2½ years as
a councilperson. I especially want to
thank all of the volunteers, past and
present, who have served on the vari-
ous boards and commissions where
so much important work of the town
gets done.

To all of the Town Council mem-
bers I have served with, thank you for
your time, your talents, and for all
your efforts on behalf of the residents
of your respective wards and the en-
tire town. And thank you to the fami-
lies of all the Town Council members
– I know that you sacrificed family
time with your loved ones as they
tended to the town’s business, so thank
you for your support and for your
community spirit as well.

To the department heads and all of
the employees of the town, thank you.
Over the years, we have worked to-
gether under a variety of circum-
stances, including some very chal-

lenging times – from the Great Reces-
sion to multiple hurricanes and bliz-
zards. I have witnessed firsthand your
commitment to your work and, most
importantly, to the people of this town.
I truly appreciate your dedication,
determination, professionalism, your
sense of team work, and, of course,
your accomplishments.

To Westfield’s first lady, my ever
patient and supportive wife, Debbie,
thank you from the bottom of my
heart. I could never have done it with-
out your love and support. I know you
love this town as much as I do. Thank
you Drew, Hope, Shane and Troy, our
children, for sharing your Dad with
others and for understanding and sup-
porting my belief in the honor of
public service.

To the Mayor-elect and incoming
Council members, I congratulate you
and wish you the very best as you
embark on your journey of service to
this great town!

Sincerely,
Andy Skibitsky

I write to thank all those who sup-
ported my re-election campaign for
Westfield’s Town Council, and to
congratulate Linda Habgood on her
victory.

Although my campaign was not
successful, it strengthened my exist-
ing relationships with friends and
neighbors in town and created many
new ones. Special thanks to Robert
Benacchio and his wife Michelle,
Debby and Troy Skibitsky, Alicia
Barker, Pam Wiaczek, Annette Kelley,
Michelle Pierce, Rodger Studwell,
Andy and Donna Wasserman, and all
those who contributed financially and
otherwise.

Serving the residents of the First
Ward, and the entire Town of
Westfield, for the past eight years has
been one of the great privileges and
pleasures of my life. I could not have

done it without the support of my wife
Sheryl and my kids, Stephen and
Samantha. Nor could I have helped
deliver to the incoming administra-
tion a town that is in such great finan-
cial, organizational, and physical
shape without the effective leader-
ship of Mayor Andy Skibitsky and the
significant efforts of my Town Coun-
cil colleagues, especially Frank Arena;
our Town Administrator, Jim Gildea;
and all of Westfield’s department
heads, employees, professional staff,
and board and committee volunteers.

I wish Mayor-Elect Shelley Brindle
and all the newly elected members of
the Town Council much success in
keeping Westfield a safe, attractive,
and fiscally secure community for
our families and our future.

Sam Della Fera
Westfield Councilman

The residents of Westfield made a
clear statement in last week’s elec-
tion. Mayor Skibitsky was one of the
first people to congratulate Mayor -
Elect Shelley Brindle on her victory.
He left his own party moments after
the results were in and walked into
Shelley’s celebration at Ferraro’s to
shake her hand and wish her the best.
I was by his side when the results
came in, as I was over the past 10
months of this year.

The purpose of my letter is to ex-
press my gratitude. My gratitude first
and foremost to Andy for giving me
the honor of working as his campaign
director. It was a once in a lifetime
experience, and one that I will be
forever grateful for. Andy is an ex-
ceptional man. An exceptional hus-
band. An exceptional father. An ex-
ceptional Mayor. An exceptional
leader and an exceptional friend.

I am a very hard working woman,
having come from a corporate back-
ground working in New York City for
18+ years. I have never worked harder
than I did over the past 10 months, as
a volunteer. The impact that this ex-
perience has had on me is the knowl-
edge that Andy Skibitsky, Acting
Mayor JoAnn Neylan, Councilmen
Sam Della Ferra, David Oliveira,
Keith Loughlin, Mark LoGrippo,
Frank Arena, Ken Donnelly and Doug
Stokes have worked like this for years.
It is an impactful realization – that
there are people like this who have
wives, husbands, children, full-time
jobs and then manage to find this kind
of time to serve their community.
There is no pay, no expense account,
only service. That Mayor Skbitsky
did this for 12 years quite frankly
blows my mind.

Campaign work is unbelievably

stressful. Unbelievably fun and unbe-
lievably bonding. The campaign team
that I worked with did a phenomenal
job. The friendships that I made will
be lasting and the support that I re-
ceived during this time will not be
forgotten. I met people in my commu-
nity that I would have never other-
wise met and I am closer to my com-
munity than I ever have been.

Regardless of your politics, I hope
you will join me in expressing your
appreciation to the Mayor and Coun-
cilmen who finish their terms this
December. We owe them a debt of
gratitude and respect. Regardless of
your politics, I hope you will also join
me in expressing your congratula-
tions and best wishes to Mayor-Elect
Shelly Brindle, and Council-Elect
Linda Habgood, Dawn Mackey,
David Contract and Michael Dardia.
I know that me, and my family will
continue to do all that we can to
support our officials and our town.

Alicia Barker
Campaign Dir. for Andy Skibitsky

Commuting Insult
The regular commute from

Westfield to NY has become so long
and so unreliable, that staying in the
city has become a necessity after late
night entertaining or needing to be at
early morning breakfasts or meet-
ings. So, that means leaving your car
in the commuter lot overnight.

The town’s response is, of course,
to ticket me for overnight parking.
There’s no good reason, with the ex-
ception of snow removal, for such a
ticket. I pay to park. I have a right to
a space. Give me a break! Westfield
administrators have proven to be the
losers in competing for a fast com-
mute to NY....and they have to make
it even worse for no good reason.

Change the ordinance to no over-
night parking for snow removal or
any other posted notice. Thank you!

Phil Cara
Westfield

Scouting for Food Thanks You,
Westfield, Cub Packs and Scouts

A sincere “thank you” to the resi-
dents of Westfield and the Cub Scout
Packs and Boy Scout Troops in
Westfield who participated in this
year’s Scouting for Food, an annual
town wide service project. In the past
two weeks, cubs and scouts distrib-
uted Scouting for Food bags to each
home in Westfield, and on Nov. 11
picked up donated food and deliv-
ered it to the Westfield Food Pantry at
Holy Trinity.

The food filled the shelves of three

rooms from floor to ceiling at the
food pantry and many families in
need will be served by this successful
food drive. This year’s Scouting for
Food project was the most successful
of the past few years. All packs and
troops participated and the people of
Westfield responded generously.

Our thanks to all who volunteered
their time and to the people of
Westfield who donated food.

Bob Fromtling
Boy Scout Troop 73

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Thrall – To enslave
2. Casse-tete – A bludgeon or club

having a stone fastened to a wooden
handle

3. Innitency – A resting upon; pressure
4. Howm – A lowland by a waterside

DESIPIENT
1. Easy going; carefree
2. Putrid; foul-smelling
3. To lack sense; foolish
4. Apathetic; disinterested

URAEUS
1. The figure of the cobra on the head-

dress of ancient Egyptian rulers
2. The fiery cross which formally

formed the rallying symbol in the High-
lands

3. Pertaining to the dawn of time
4. An aura; halo

GECARCINIAN
1. Marine or sea-dwelling
2. A monstrosity or hideous creature
3. A stamp collector
4. Land crabs

AMYCTIC
1. Haughty; boastful
2. Abrasive; irritating
3. Vast; unending
4. Very sweet; tasty

Got a Parking Ticket
on Federal Holiday

I was ticketed on Friday Nov. 10th
for being over the one-hour parking.
I then realized the signs at the lots in
town say Free Parking Sundays and
Federal Holidays.

The 10th was Veterans Day. Per the
town website, Town’s Offices are
closed Friday, Nov. 10, Veterans’ Day!
NJ’s own official state website says:
Veterans’ Day (observed) 11/10/2017
Friday.

I visited the Parking Dept. on Mon-
day, they confirmed all of this and
said Saturday is the observed holi-
day. So, I asked the woman behind
the glass; could I have gone to the
municipal building on Friday the 10th
to PAY a ticket but they were closed,
then gone into town, parked and got
ticketed. Her answer was, that is cor-
rect. How does that make sense?

At least properly post, exactly what
holidays are. I understand that I am
not the only person who complained
about this. Now if I want to fight the
ticket, I must waste half a day with the
town prosecutor to discuss!

Michael Smith
Westfield

Election Results Present New
Opportunities In Westfield

Thanksgiving Reminds Us Of
Our Strength as a Nation

One week from today we will gather with family
and friends on Thanksgiving, our nation’s commemo-
ration of the autumnal feast shared by 53 Plymouth
Colony Pilgrims and their Native American guests in
1621. This harvest celebration marked the Pilgrims’
triumph over a grueling inaugural year in their new
land. Having crossed the Atlantic from England in
pursuit of religious freedom, the émigrés had already
seen half their number succumb to disease and starva-
tion by the time that first Thanksgiving Day dawned.

Nearly 400 years later, we continue to celebrate
Thanksgiving in gratitude for our blessings as
well as for having been given the strength to
weather adversities. We express that gratitude
around our own family tables and with our neigh-
bors at public gatherings.

Three such gatherings will occur within the next
several days leading up to Thanksgiving. A Commu-
nity Interfaith Thanksgiving Service is planned for
this Sunday, November 19, at 3 p.m. Presented by
the Westfield-Mountainside Clergy Association, it
will take place in the main sanctuary of Temple
Emanu-El in Westfield.

Two other services will be held on Monday, No-
vember 20. An ecumenical Community Thanksgiv-
ing Service, sponsored by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Ministerium, will take place at 7:30 p.m. at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, while in Cranford an

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service will be offered at 7
p.m. that evening at Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim.
All are welcome to attend each of these events, and
we encourage people of all ages, religious affilia-
tions and backgrounds to do so.

Thanksgiving is a holiday that represents our
shared heritage as Americans, regardless of how
we or our ancestors came to be part of the melting
pot. As individuals, communities and as a nation as
a whole, we continue to reflect the faith and forti-
tude that enabled our Pilgrim forebears to tran-
scend the challenges they faced in establishing a
new home on American shores. It is that same faith
and fortitude that has sustained each generation, of
every race, religion and ethnicity, through every
chapter of our republic’s evolution from fledgling
colonies to world leader.

Our Thanksgiving celebrations pay tribute to the
Pilgrims’ journey, but also to the legacy they began
with their willingness to risk all to attain freedom
from persecution. This desire for freedom formed the
foundation of our society and, after 241 years as an
independent union, remains just as vibrant to us today.

We indeed have much for which to be thankful,
including our loved ones and friends, the communi-
ties we call home, and of course the precious gift of
freedom handed down to us from those early colo-
nists. Happy Thanksgiving, everyone.

Last week’s election results in Westfield open a
whole host of possibilities as Michelle Brindle takes
over as mayor come January, along with new council
members Linda Habgood, Michael Dardia, David
Contract and Dawn Mackey. The 4-4 council tie
between Democrats and Republicans means a lot of
changes are likely, starting with the town attorney,
prosecutor and public defender, all paid, annually
appointed positions. We encourage Mayor-elect
Brindle and her team to select professionals who
either live or work in Westfield and ignore outside
political pressure to do otherwise.

Also, there are numerous boards and committees
that will need talented volunteers with a range of
different professional backgrounds. Mayor-elect
Brindle promised during the campaign to keep poli-
tics out of the selection process by looking at all
those who would like to serve the town, and we
believe she will hold to that promise.

We are encouraged by Mayor Andy Skibitsky’s
efforts to reach out and work with Mayor-elect

Brindle, but we are not surprised, as Mayor Skibitsky
has always put Westfield first. We are hopeful that
our Trenton legislators, especially Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, both of
Westfield, and Assemblywoman Nancy Muñoz of
Summit, all representing the 21st District, and our
Union County freeholders, will extend a hand to
work with our new mayor and town council mem-
bers.

Westfield was already undergoing changes before
the election even occurred, with new recreation
director Don Bogardus, who replaced the retired
Bruce Kaufmann, and Tara Rowley, who officially
takes over for retiring Town Clerk Claire Gray on
December 1. We expect the next six months to be
busy as the new mayor begins to change the direction
of the town on everything from street paving to
municipal parking to the downtown economy.

We congratulate the winners and thank all those
who put their names on the ballot. Now it’s time to
get down to governing.




