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Jewelers&N C

Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao

908-233-3380
102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

Store hours - M T W & F: 10am to 5:30pm

Thursday: 10am to 7pm • Saturday: 10am to 5pm

Sunday: Closed

Custom Jewelry Designs

SCHILLER McMAHONSCHILLER McMAHON 
123 SOUTH AVENUE EAST • WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090 • SCHILLERMCMAHON.COM  •  908.233.4840

CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS
FORMER PROSECUTORS

CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS
FORMER PROSECUTORS

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS

Meet T  he New Store Owners!
2520 US Highway 22 East Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

(908) 233-5004 • www.wbu.com/scotchplains
BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS 

*Valid only at the participating store(s)

listed. One bag per person. Offer not valid

on previous purchases, gift cards, optics,

DSC memberships or sale items. Items

must fit fully inside our designated WBU

shopping bag and may not extend beyond

the bag handles. Offer valid 11/24/17 only. 

Fill-A-Bag; 
Get 25% OFF*

2520 US Highway 22 East, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

(908) 233-5004 • www.wbu.com/scotchplains

Fanwood Officer Bernard
Returns From Puerto Rico

FANWOOD — Like many other
visitors to post-hurricane Puerto
Rico, Fanwood Police Officer Elliott
Bernard says the images you see on
TV and online simply do not capture
the enormity of the damage, even
two months after the storm. Roads
with giant fissures, downed utility
poles, epic food and water shortages
and the lack of power make day-to-
day life exhausting.

“Every day, you have to secure
water, fuel for your generators. You
have to get food. It’s a daily thing,”
he recalled from his desk at the Fan-
wood Police Department, where he
has been a patrolman since 2009.

Officer Bernard, a member of the
Union County Emergency Response
Team (UCERT), was among five law
enforcement officers from Union
County to be selected for Operation
New Jersey Pride, a statewide effort
organized by the New Jersey State
Police to help keep law and order in
Puerto Rico in the wake of Hurri-
cane Maria. He was there from Oc-
tober 21 to November 4 with a group
totaling 100 law enforcement offic-
ers, all of whose salaries were paid
by the federal government.

After their first assigned hotel in
the town of Dorado was found to
have black mold everywhere, Of-
ficer Bernard and 21 others were
bussed to the Hilton in San Juan. It
had a generator and running water.

The Hilton would be his home
away from home for 14 days, room-
ing with another police officer and
being part of a four-man team that
would be out assisting the Puerto
Rican State Police in Caguas, a city
about 25 miles southwest of San
Juan, a city that took a direct hit
from Maria.

Officer Bernard’s group of 22 of-
ficers was divided into five patrol
teams of four plus two supervisors.
Each team was given a marked New
Jersey State Police car (26 were
shipped to the island and will remain
there as a donation) and one satellite
phone.

“There were several reports of
people getting their generator, get-
ting their food and water, then walk-
ing out to their car and getting robbed
by gang members and people who
were desperate,” said Officer Ber-
nard, whose team spent time provid-

ing security at food and water distri-
bution points, each of which had its
own story of misery.

Because there is no electricity,
there are no working traffic lights.

“They have seven-lane highways
like we have here in New Jersey,”
said Officer Bernard, recalling his
team’s other major assignment, traf-
fic control. “The cars are meeting at
intersections with no lights. It’s a
free-for-all. We saw accidents ev-
erywhere. Cars were on the side of
the road because they ran out of fuel
or because they were disabled or
struck and couldn’t get a tow
truck...We were relieving the local
police officers from traffic posts so
they could actually go into the town
and answer calls. It was a huge help
for them.”

Officer Bernard’s lasting memo-
ries from the 14-day trip linger on
the great spirit of the people he met
everywhere.

Officer Bernard was effusive in
his praise for the New Jersey State
Police, who organized the trip in the
face of tremendous logistical chal-
lenges.

“I give so much credit to the State
Police, the way they were able to put
together 24 police agencies to work
together. They were able to be self-
sufficient, getting vehicles there,
food, water, housing. The way they
ran the operation was absolutely
amazing,” Officer Bernard said.

Officer Bernard’s parents are from
Puerto Rico and he has aunts, uncles
and cousins on the island. He was
able to visit some of them briefly
during the trip.

“They’re exhausted,” he said.
“I couldn’t be prouder of Elliott,”

said Fanwood Police Chief Richard
Trigo. “He did great work down there
and represented us in the best possible
way. I appreciate our Mayor, Colleen
Mahr, giving us the green light.”

“This was an easy decision,” said
Mayor Mahr. “The borough council
and I are proud that Elliott repre-
sented us in supporting Puerto Rico’s
recovery.”

December 12, at 6 p.m., at Alan Au-
gustine Village Green.

Councilman John Del Sordi, Jr. led
off the meeting by reading a council
resolution congratulating the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Soccer Association
on its 40th anniversary. Association
President Andrew Bondarowicz and
some 15 players and their parents
were on hand to accept the resolution.
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Ordinances

HELPING PUERTO RICO AFTER MARIA...Fanwood Police Officer Elliott
Bernard, a member of the Union County Emergency Response Team (UCERT),
kneeling in front, was among five law enforcement officers from Union County to
be selected for Operation New Jersey Pride, a state-wide effort organized by the
New Jersey State Police to help keep law and order in Puerto Rico in the wake of
Hurricane Maria. He was there from October 21 to November 4 with a group
totaling 100 law enforcement officers, all of whose salaries were paid by the federal
government. Officer Bernard is pictured with  Puerto Rican State Police in
Caguas, a city about 25 miles southwest of San Juan.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TRIBUTE...A wreath is laid at the Westfield World War I Memorial as part of  the
town’s Veterans Day Ceremony.

Africa to a relaxed, yet engaged, lifestyle at Arbor Glen. It’s a beautiful community inside and out, 
complete with the friendliest people we encountered on our quest for a new home. Whether it’s  
games of bocce ball, scenic walks on the community grounds or simply visiting with fellow residents 
who’ve also traveled the world, we’re adding meaningful memories to our life stories every day.

WE BELONG HERE. SO DO YOU.  
CALL ARBOR GLEN AT (800) 390-3049 TODAY. 

Welcoming ALL. Embracing YOU. 

100 Monroe Street 
Bridgewater, NJ 08807
ArborGlen.org

Sponsored by Friends Retirement Concepts, Inc.

BELONGS here.

STORY
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Board Critical of Ordinance
Mr. Jannotti, saying the redevelop-
ment plans lack transparency in de-
picting what will actually be built at
the site.

Mr. Jannotti said the plan was
dissimilar to even residential
homeowners seeking variances who
provide what their structural
changes will look like when com-
pleted.

Mayor Charles Lombardo said
borough officials updated State Su-
perior Court Judge Karen Cassidy
at last month’s court hearing re-
garding affordable-housing dead-
lines per the borough’s Fair Share
Housing Plan.

“Judge Cassidy is pleased with
our progress. The next milestone
will be a hearing with Judge Cassidy
on March 12, 2018,” Mayor
Lombardo said.

Mr. Nierstedt, in closing discus-
sion, stated the borough, council
and the planning board have “addi-
tional protection time,” referring to
the time until the next hearing be-
fore Judge Cassidy.

“Let’s use it constructively,” Mr.
Nierstedt said.

Resident Jim Mathieu, a former
councilman, said the Russo devel-
opment is trying to make money

and “the governing body has done a
poor job of representing us.”

“This is a partisan issue and do not
be surprised if you get push back
with four Democrats and two Re-
publicans on council (at the next
council meeting),” Mr. Mathieu said.

Mr. Mathieu asked Mayor
Lombardo to “rein in his council”
on the redevelopment plan and to
“not put it on Joe Sarno.”

In other business, attorney John
D. Gulyas represented applicants
David and Rose Conceicao, of 550
4th Avenue, who were approved for
two D-2 variances for an expansion
of non-conforming use for a two-
family dwelling. The homes’ pro-
posed height is 33 feet, 4 inches
while only 30 feet is permitted. The
applicant was granted a d variance
for a proposed expansion into mu-
nicipal zone. Alterations proposed
for the dwelling require the roof-
line to extend six feet in front of the
building, Mr. Gulyas said.

“This is my first home. We have
been working on this for over a
year. I want to move in and start a
family,” said Mr. Conceicao in
thanking the planning board for its
support and explaining his inten-
tions for modifying the dwelling.

ation also may be given to relocat-
ing the municipal government of-
fices to the site as well as, perhaps,
a senior citizens center there.

The mayor said conceptual plans
for redeveloping the properties
where the municipal building,
firehouse and parking lot now stand
will be unveiled at a meeting on
Thursday, November 30.

At the beginning of last week’s
meeting, Chief Conley spoke about
some of the parking and traffic con-
cerns that may arise as redevelop-
ment moves forward. Number one
is the heavy truck traffic on Park
Avenue. He said he wants to work
with Union County to have Terrill
Road designated as the main truck
route instead of Park Avenue. He
also wants to discuss with state of-
ficials the possibility of removing
some of the barriers in the middle of
Route 22 where it meets Park Av-
enue and installing a traffic light
that would allow trucks and other
vehicles to cross the highway there
instead of via the bridge. And the
chief also spoke about possibly in-
stalling jug handles to allow trucks
to go up to the Weldon Quarry di-
rectly from Route 22.

He also discussed raising the
crosswalks in front of the municipal
building and Park Middle School to
calm the speed of traffic on Park
Avenue, which he said is a “big
concern.”

Speaking about the parking situ-
ation in and around the downtown,
Chief Conley said that significantly
more cars in the downtown as rede-
velopment unfolds means that park-
ing decks of some type will be nec-
essary. He also called for the cre-
ation of commuter parking areas to
relieve the stress of commuters park-
ing on residential streets. He men-
tioned three spots, including the tri-
angle-shaped piece of land at the
eastern end of Mountain Avenue,
the Jade Isle property and the
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Downtown Group
Snuffy’s/Pantagis lot.

Mayor Smith said he is working
with Watchung officials to talk to
state officials about finding a suit-
able park-and-ride commuter lot to
replace the lot formerly used at the
now-shuttered Sears Roebuck on
Route 22.

inch photo with a donation of two
cans of non-perishable food to the
Holy Trinity Westfield Food Pantry.

After the photo session on Sunday,
Santa and Mrs. Claus will be trans-
ported via fire truck to the North
Avenue train station for the annual
tree lighting. The lighting will take
place at 5:30 p.m. Mayor Andy Skib-
itsky and Santa and Mrs. Claus will
officiate the tree lighting while the
Westfield Community Band will pro-
vide entertainment.

More information and a full sched-
ule of events may be found on the
DWC’s website, located at
WestfieldToday.com.

At press time, the schedule for
2018’s board of directors’ meetings
has not been finalized. When com-
plete, the schedule will be posted on
the DWC’s website.
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DWC

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com




