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Downtown Group Discusses
Traffic and Parking Issues

Council Okays Parking and
Downtown Ordinances

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Members of
the downtown redevelopment com-
mittee and the public last week heard
from Mayor Alexander Smith about
timetables for getting the redevelop-
ment process underway and from
Police Chief Ted Conley about traffic
and parking concerns and potential
solutions.

At its monthly meeting last Wednes-
day, the mayor, who is chairman of
the committee, said he is hoping to
have one or more developers selected
by mid-2018 to start the initial phase,
which will likely focus on township-
owned properties in the central busi-

ness district, namely the library and
adjacent land as well as the municipal
building, firehouse and municipal
parking lot.

A planner’s study of downtown
properties that may be designated as
Areas in Need of Redevelopment was
set to be submitted to the township
planning board late last week. The
board is expected to hold public hear-
ings on the planner’s findings and
then make recommendations to the
township council, which then will
decide on a redevelopment plan be-
fore issuing requests for proposals
from planners and developers.

Saying that one of the goals of the
redevelopment effort is to grow the

township’s tax base, the mayor said
90 percent of property taxes paid in
Scotch Plains come from residential
properties, a figure that is much larger
than Cranford’s, which is 83 percent
and where 13 percent of tax revenue
comes from commercial properties,
and Watchung, which has figures of
77 percent and 18 percent, respec-
tively. The mayor said at the Novem-
ber 8 meeting that he would like to see
Scotch Plains get to levels similar to
those of the two towns, adding that
new commercial development in the
downtown would help achieve that
goal.

The mayor also said the township
is still awaiting a final settlement of
litigation with developers that will
result in about 3,000 new housing
units — with about 450 of them
deemed “affordable” — being built
in Scotch Plains over the next eight
years, with slightly less than half to be
located in and around the downtown
business district. Not all of those 1,300
or so units will be in the Park Avenue
corridor, but will be spread out among
the other areas where the committee
is focusing its redevelopment efforts.
They include Park Avenue from Grand
Street to Route 22, Park Avenue from
East Second Street/Westfield Avenue
to Portland Avenue, East Second
Street from Senger Place to Farley
Avenue and Terrill Road from the
Fanwood border to the Watchung
border.

The new buildings will likely be a
mix of commercial units on the ground
floor and apartments on the upper
floors, with the first buildings likely
to be on the property where the li-
brary is presently housed on Bartle
Avenue. Proposals are being consid-
ered to build a new library and possi-
bly a community center on the prop-
erty while also constructing new
mixed-use buildings as well. The
mayor said last week that consider-

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council passed several ordi-
nances on Monday related to parking
and traffic and to downtown redevel-
opment efforts.

At its regular meeting, before offi-
cials from the municipal government
headed to Atlantic City for the annual
State League of Municipalities con-
vention this week, the governing body
gave final approval to an ordinance
that adds the driveway from Green
Forest Park as a right-turn-only on to
Westfield Road. A second ordinance
formally designates the left lane on
northbound Hetfield Avenue at its

intersection with South Avenue as a
left-turn-only lane.

A third parking ordinance will re-
strict parking on East Second Street.
Parking will be prohibited on both
sides of the street on Monday morn-
ings from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. and will be
limited to two hours on weekdays
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. for the entire
length of the thoroughfare. Tom Read,
owner of an auto parts store on East
Second Street, told the council that,
“taking away all-day parking on the
western end” of East Second Street,
where most of the buildings are resi-
dential, versus commercial, could
“create more friction” than any “ben-
efits you might see” by the new re-
strictions.

He also noted that Saturdays are a
popular day for businesses, and the
new restrictions do not take Saturday
parking into account. Police Chief
Ted Conley addressed Mr. Read’s
points, saying that only a handful of
residents on East Second Street will
be affected by the new rules and that
they will be provided permits allow-
ing them to park beyond the new
limits. He also said the police depart-
ment will address the Saturday park-
ing issues in the next phase of its
efforts.

Two other ordinances were ap-
proved on Tuesday that set out the
specifics of how township profes-
sionals will charge developers and
planners for their services in review-
ing potential downtown redevelop-

ment plans and sketches. Mayor
Alexander Smith said the new defini-
tions will be useful as the redevelop-
ment efforts move forward.

The council also introduced an
ordinance to create the position of
municipal housing liaison that will
administer the township’s afford-
able-housing program. A public
hearing on the ordinance is set for
Tuesday, December 12. The mu-
nicipal government is said to be in
the final stages of agreeing on a
court settlement with a group of
builders. Once settled, the builders
are to begin construction of new
housing units, of which a portion
are to be designated as affordable.
Nearly half of the new housing is
expected to be located in and near
the downtown business district.

In other business, Township Man-
ager Al Mirabella said the search for
a new recreation director is continu-
ing, with 10 applicants having been
interviewed in recent weeks. The rec-
reation commission will make the
final decision on a successor to Matt
Mercurio, who left his position as
director last month.

Councilwoman Rose Checchio said
that the annual holiday celebration
will be held on Sunday, December 3,
on Park Avenue, from 1 to 5 p.m.,
with Santa arriving at 3 p.m. and the
lighting of the Christmas tree set for
later that afternoon. The annual
menorah lighting will take place on

GW Planning Bd. Critical of
Redevelopment Ordinance
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — At Wednesday’s
planning board meeting, board mem-
bers provided “critical commentary”
after reviewing the South Avenue
redevelopment plan ordinance. The
ordinance approving the South Av-
enue (Casale/Petro site) redevelop-
ment plan was sent by the council for
planning board review before adop-
tion. The board’s consensus is the
plan should not be adopted “as is” by
the council at its next meeting.

“The plan is purely for the appli-
cant (Russo Development). Russo
can do better than this. I don’t see
how the borough is benefiting from
this plan,” said planning board mem-
ber Bill Nierstedt, a former borough
councilman.

At the next council meeting, the
planning board’s redevelopment plan
commentary will be interpreted.

“My hope is council takes the ad-
vice and commentary from the plan-
ning board seriously. They scrap this
plan for Russo II with the recom-
mendations from the planning
board,” said board member Joseph
Sarno, a member of the borough
council.

The council can approve the ordi-
nance “as is” or utilize the planning
board’s commentary to ask Russo
development to answer board mem-
bers’ questions and concerns with a
revised redevelopment plan.

“The most significant redevelop-
ment plan aspect the planning board
and myself has a problem with is the
number of three-bedroom units.
Twenty-six, three-bedroom units
were proposed in this plan,” Mr.
Sarno said.

Board member Kathleen Villaggio

said she found this number to be
“high” and “not economically fea-
sible for Garwood.”

“I saw nothing in the affordable-
housing settlement plan addressing
a need for 26, three-bedroom units.
Everything in the court ruling ad-
dresses the affordable-unit numbers,”
said Ms. Villaggio.

Mr. Nierstedt said he believes the
units will have an impact on the
school system, the prevailing as-
sumptions being a three-bedroom
unit can fit a family while single
units are marketed towards
“millennial” commuters.

“I do not understand how they will
fit these units. We were not given an
official size for each unit at this
point,” Mr. Nierstedt said. He said
the redevelopment plan does not
mention retaining or displacing storm
water nor addresses possible traffic
issues.

Planning Board Chairman Stephen
Greet said he believes input should
be provided on why no indication or
need for elevators has been addressed
in the plan.

“We’re talking 52 units and no
elevators,” Mr. Greet said.

 Board member Gene Jannotti said
he does not understand how when
developing 52 additional units and
considering 26 three-bedroom units
no green or open space was allotted.

The plan’s mention of vinyl siding
drew criticism as the board has dis-
allowed vinyl siding from residences
in the borough, according to Mr.
Jannotti.

“I don’t like it. This is not what we
are used to. No drawings have been
provided showing me what a stacked
townhome is or will look like,” said
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBERING OUR VETERANS...At Saturday’s service in Scotch Plains, a gun salute offers a tribute to the fallen
heroes of our nation.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HONORING ALL WHO SERVED...At the Scotch Plains Veterans Day com-
memoration on Saturday, November 11, Commander Kevin Burns from Ameri-
can Legion Post 209 reminded the crowd of the sacrifices that veterans made for
our country.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ADDRESSING OUR VETS...Scotch Plains Mayor Alexander Smith speaks of
the commitment and sacrifice our veterans have made during Saturday’s
Veterans Day commemoration.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SOLEMN MOMENT...Nora Dunn, a Vietnam War veteran, places the wreath
of remembrance during the Scotch Plains Veterans Day commemoration on
Saturday.
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DWC Honors Council Rep.
For Years of Service

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — During its board
of directors’ meeting held Monday
evening, the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC), the management
entity of the Special Improvement
District (SID), honored outgoing town
council representative Sam Della Fera
for his years of service to the board
and to the people of Westfield. Mr.
Della Fera lost a reelection bid No-
vember 7 to Linda S. Habgood for
one of the two Ward 1 seats on the
town council.

DWC Executive Director Sherry
Cronin provided a statement saluting
Mr. Della Fera. “Sam Della Fera has
been the town council liaison to the
DWC since 2011. He has been a
dedicated and committed member of
the board, always communicative and
sharing ideas and information about
the town and the downtown. In his
role as finance chairman of the town
council, he has been instrumental in
ensuring that the DWC has a voice as
well as funding from Westfield’s Spe-
cial Improvement District.”

Mr. Della Fera was presented with

a plaque from the board that recog-
nized his service.

Mayor-elect Shelley Brindle will
select a new town council liaison to
the DWC after she is sworn into of-
fice as mayor on January 1, 2018.

In other news, the board announced
the schedule of events to be held in
Westfield this holiday season.

Known as “Welcome Home to
Westfield,” Ms. Cronin provided a
brief summary of the annual holiday
season promotion. “Welcome Home
to Westfield was the name used when
the boys returned home from World
War I,” she said. “The DWC uses the
namesake to describe how families
return home for the holidays. We have
many entertainment events scheduled
throughout December, but it’s kick-
ing off Thanksgiving weekend.”

Photos with Santa and Mrs. Claus
will be held at Lord & Taylor, 609
North Avenue West, Westfield, on
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, No-
vember 24 to 26, from 1 to 7 p.m. on
Friday and Saturday, and from 1 to 4
p.m. on Sunday. Participants will re-
ceive one free five-inch by seven-




