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Jewelers&N C

Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao

908-233-3380
102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

Store hours - M T W & F: 10am to 5:30pm

Thursday: 10am to 7pm • Saturday: 10am to 5pm

Sunday: Closed

Custom Jewelry Designs

SCHILLER McMAHONSCHILLER McMAHON 
123 SOUTH AVENUE EAST • WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090 • SCHILLERMCMAHON.COM  •  908.233.4840

CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS
FORMER PROSECUTORS

CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS
FORMER PROSECUTORS

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS

Meet T  he New Store Owners!
2520 US Highway 22 East Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

(908) 233-5004 • www.wbu.com/scotchplains
BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS 

*Valid only at the participating store(s)

listed. One bag per person. Offer not valid

on previous purchases, gift cards, optics,

DSC memberships or sale items. Items

must fit fully inside our designated WBU

shopping bag and may not extend beyond

the bag handles. Offer valid 11/24/17 only. 

Fill-A-Bag; 
Get 25% OFF*

2520 US Highway 22 East, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

(908) 233-5004 • www.wbu.com/scotchplains

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING OUR FALLEN VETS…A wreath is laid at the Westfield
World War I Memorial as part of  the town’s Veterans Day Ceremony.

Africa to a relaxed, yet engaged, lifestyle at Arbor Glen. It’s a beautiful community inside and out, 
complete with the friendliest people we encountered on our quest for a new home. Whether it’s  
games of bocce ball, scenic walks on the community grounds or simply visiting with fellow residents 
who’ve also traveled the world, we’re adding meaningful memories to our life stories every day.

WE BELONG HERE. SO DO YOU.  
CALL ARBOR GLEN AT (800) 390-3049 TODAY. 

Welcoming ALL. Embracing YOU. 

100 Monroe Street 
Bridgewater, NJ 08807
ArborGlen.org

Sponsored by Friends Retirement Concepts, Inc.

BELONGS here.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

DWC
food to the Holy Trinity Westfield Food
Pantry.

After the photo session on Sunday,
Santa and Mrs. Claus will be trans-
ported via fire truck to the North Av-
enue train station for the annual tree
lighting. The lighting will take place at
5:30 p.m. Mayor Andy Skibitsky and
Santa and Mrs. Claus will officiate the
tree lighting while the Westfield Com-
munity Band will provide entertain-
ment.

More information and a full sched-
ule of events may be found on the
DWC’s website, located at
WestfieldToday.com.

At press time, the schedule for 2018’s
board of directors’ meetings has not
been finalized. When complete, the
schedule will be posted on the DWC’s
website.

Council Tables Ordinance
On South Ave. Development

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — After reviewing the
planning board’s commentary on the
South Avenue redevelopment plan,
known as Russo Development II, the
borough council on Tuesday night de-
cided to table an ordinance related to the
plan. The property has been designated
for 52 stacked town homes.

Tabling the ordinance enables further
review and discussion, allowing for pos-
sible changes to be made to the redevel-
opment plan before a new ordinance is
approved.

Mayor Charles Lombardo said he
wanted the council to table the redevel-
opment plan until further revisions are
made. He said his decision was based on
three major issue categories uncovered
by the planning board’s review: the num-
ber of three-bedroom units or density,
parking or the amount of private parking
available, and the need for fiscal and
traffic impact studies.

The decision to detail a successful
redevelopment plan for the borough’s
best interest comes with a pressing time
schedule, according to Borough Attor-
ney Robert Renaud.

The borough had 60 days from Octo-
ber 30 to draft a redevelopment plan. The
redevelopment plan must be adopted
within 120 days as per affordable-hous-
ing compliance rules.

The council agreed to add a third meet-
ing to the December meeting schedule to
discuss the redevelopment plan, as sug-
gested by Councilman Joseph Sarno.

“As many things that have been done,
the borough was provided with another
checklist (as per affordable-housing re-
development compliance) that has to be
done in a short period of time,” Mr.
Renaud said.

Mr. Renaud said at the October 30
court hearing that the borough was “pat-
ted on the back” for all the activities
completed to remain compliant with the
affordable-housing settlement. The
borough’s next hearing is Monday, March
12, 2018.

“I understand that there are time con-
straints to review and update the Phase 2
plan, but given the most recent court-
granted time extension, there is time to
make requisite changes to this plan before
it is adopted,” Mayor Lombardo said.

Mayor Lombardo said he does not
want to see a plan just put in place to
remain compliant, but the “right plan” for
Garwood residents.

Council President Sara Todisco, when
proposing to table the redevelopment

plan, said, “it would be wise” for the
borough’s hired redevelopment financial
advisor, Acacia Financial Group, to re-
view the project’s financial statements.

“We never received the financials,”
said Mr. Sarno, in commenting on Russo
Development’s profit margins regarding
the affordable-housing units needed to
keep the borough compliant versus extra
units proposed by the developer for profit.

Mr. Sarno said the developer needs to
justify why there is a 50-percent three-
bedroom unit mix proposed for the de-
velopment. “Four separate buildings have
been proposed,” Mr. Sarno said.

Mr. Sarno said the proposed current
unit layout in a four separate building
format may not be what is best for the
borough’s aesthetic or desired downtown.
He said the development’s impact on the
student population, the lack of a storm
water management system, aesthetically
unappealing chain-link fences, entrances
and exits to the units from a traffic feasi-
bility perspective, the impact on public
parking, and the actual size for each of the
130 total units proposed were some con-
cerns noted by planning board members.

An affordable-housing liaison posi-
tion will have to be filled by a paid
professional at the borough’s expense as
per state mandate. Ms. Todisco said the
position is another unfunded state man-
date the borough has to shoulder the cost
for and that the borough can be punished
if it does not provide for the position.

“We’re not paying for any of this,
correct?” Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro
asked in stating that she believes the
developer should have to pay for the
position.

The borough will have to assume the
cost until fees are recouped or collected
from the operating development, said
Mr. Renaud, explaining the developer
only pays fees when the development
opens, but not the conceptual phase.

In other business, planning board mem-
ber Bill Nierstedt spoke of the need to
raise awareness for Ewing sarcoma. Mr.
Nierstedt’s nephew, Colin, passed away
in his teens from the condition. Ewing
sarcoma is most prevalent in teenagers.

Mr. Nierstedt announced that the third
annual Turkey Trot, sponsored by The
Friends of Colin, will be held at Unami
Park on Friday, November 24. The 5K
event will start at 10 a.m. Registration
will begin at 8:30 a.m. for people waiting
to register late. Interested persons can
visit friendsofcolin.org to register now
and find out how to participate. The walk
raises awareness and funding for research
on Ewing sarcoma.

Erratum
In the front page election story of

the November 9 edition of The
Westfield Leader Mayor-elect Shelley
Brindle’s name was misspelled. We
regret the error.
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Kindergarten
We have boys’ groups, anger-manage-
ment groups, girls’ groups, social-anxi-
ety groups, newcomer groups, social-
skills groups, divorce groups, study-
skills groups and grief groups.”

Ms. Mazzarese said the role of coun-
selors in college applications also had
changed as, since 2013, the number of
students applying Early Action and
Early Decision to colleges had almost
doubled.

This meant college application coun-
selors were coming to the high school
earlier and earlier; counselors were
writing between 50 and 60 letters of
recommendation in September and
October rather than October and No-
vember and, as of November 1, 3,533
transcripts had been sent out.

“To say that college is a big business
is an understatement. To say it’s getting
bigger every day...you do not need a
crystal ball to know that,” she said.

However, Ms. Mazzarese said coun-
selors also were proud of the work they
had done with the 3 percent of students
who were not going to college or were
choosing community college or other
“out-of-the-box” options.

“We try very hard to say to a student,
‘What are you thinking about after high
school?’ and not ‘Where are you going
to college?’ It opens the kid up to very
different answers,” she said.

when completed.
Mayor Charles Lombardo said bor-

ough officials updated State Superior
Court Judge Karen Cassidy at last
month’s court hearing regarding af-
fordable-housing deadlines per the
borough’s Fair Share Housing Plan.

“Judge Cassidy is pleased with our
progress. The next milestone will be a
hearing with Judge Cassidy on March
12, 2018,” Mayor Lombardo said.

Mr. Nierstedt, in closing discussion,
stated the borough, council and the
planning board have “additional pro-
tection time,” referring to the time until
the next hearing before Judge Cassidy.

“Let’s use it constructively,” Mr.
Nierstedt said.

Resident Jim Mathieu, a former coun-
cilman, said the Russo development is
trying to make money and “the govern-
ing body has done a poor job of repre-
senting us.”

“This is a partisan issue and do not be
surprised if you get push back with four
Democrats and two Republicans on
council (at the next council meeting),”
Mr. Mathieu said.

Mr. Mathieu asked Mayor Lombardo
to “rein in his council” on the redevel-
opment plan and to “not put it on Joe
Sarno.”

In other business, attorney John D.
Gulyas represented applicants David
and Rose Conceicao, of 550 4th Av-
enue, who were approved for two D-2
variances for an expansion of non-con-
forming use for a two-family dwelling.

two-bedroom units, according to the
plan. There are 51 one-bedroom, 15
one-bedroom with a den, 96 two-bed-
room units located in the interior of the
buildings, and 29 two-bedroom units
located on the corners of the buildings.

The bedroom distribution for the af-
fordable units compensates for the short-
age of two, two-bedroom units, and the
excess of two, one-bedroom units in the
Riverfront at Cranford Station devel-
opment. The developer, chosen by the
township committee in July, is the same
developer of Riverfront.

Parking is contained at ground level,
underneath the apartments situated on
the second, third and fourth stories, and
within driveways on the property; for a
total of 416 parking spaces.

The total impervious coverage in the
more than 15 acres of land is 27 per-
cent, according to Mike Mistretta of
Harbor Consultants, the planner retained
by the township.

Resident Liz Sweeney of Wadsworth
Terrace asked if Birchwood Avenue is
to be elevated, as the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Protection
(NJDEP) had concluded for the previ-
ous application by CDA, that portions
of the roadway be elevated by 1.3 feet.
Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr. said the
new developer will need to resubmit
the plan to the NJDEP, which will then
reevaluate.

The plan also depicts a small flood
storage area, which the committee has
yet to determine if it is to be built.

Resident Frank Krause urged the
committee to review recent hydraulic
studies on the site that lies on a flood-
plain, flood hazard area, and wetlands.
“This whole area is bowl,” Mr. Krause
said, which is being fed by the Orange
Avenue stream, Kenilworth brook and
stream runoff from the adjacent Con-
servation Center, as well as storm water
runoff from the Verizon parking lot
across the street, he said.

Flooding calculations were not pre-
sented for the new development. Dur-
ing a 2014 NJDEP hearing, Leo Coakley
of Hatch Mott MacDonald, engineer-
ing consultant for the township, said the
proposed development by CDA would
raise the water level between 1.7 to 2.3
feet, and would affect the properties
across from the site and upstream.

The township purchased the prop-
erty from CDA last year in order to
reduce the density on the site. Mr.
Mistretta cited positive differences be-
tween the previous plan by CDA at a
360-unit build out and the new plan by
Birchwood Developers at a 225-unit
build out. Those differences were a
reduction of impervious coverage of 4
percent, a reduction of units per acre,
from 24 to 14 units per acre, front-lot

The homes’ proposed height is 33 feet,
4 inches while only 30 feet is permitted.
The applicant was granted a d variance
for a proposed expansion into munici-
pal zone.

“This is my first home. We have
been working on this for over a year. I
want to move in and start a family,”
said Mr. Conceicao in thanking the
planning board for its support and
explaining his intentions for modify-
ing the dwelling.

setbacks increased from 30 feet to 45
feet, and building height reduced by
five feet, as well as 20 less affordable
units, and 135 less total units.

The plan is to have a public hearing
and be adopted Tuesday, November
28, when a full presentation will be
displayed on the newly installed TV
screens in the municipal chambers. A
site plan will then be presented to the
planning board.

The committee also passed resolu-
tions. The hourly rate increase for Emer-
gency Medical Technicians within the
fire department was approved to be
“more competitive,” Deputy Mayor
Patrick Giblin said, since the depart-
ment has had turnover. The hourly rate
will be increased from $16.39 to $18,
up a dollar per hour.

The committee amended a contract
with McElroy Deutsch Mulvaney &
Carpenter, attorneys, for litigation ser-
vices in connection to a lawsuit filed in
2013 by plaintiffs Edan and Edna Ben
Elazar against Macrietta Cleaners, also
known as Swan Cleaners, and the town-
ship, due to environmental contami-
nants on township property behind the
cleaners located on North Avenue.

Also, a resolution was passed to amend
the Land Development ordinance to state
that any applications submitted to the
zoning board of adjustment or planning
board also is to include a CD/DVD or
flash drive containing the documents for
the application.




