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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Planning Board Critical of
Redevelopment Ordinance

DWC Honors Council Rep.
For Years of Service

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — During its board of
directors’ meeting held Monday
evening, the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration (DWC), the management en-
tity of the Special Improvement Dis-
trict (SID), honored outgoing town
council representative Sam Della Fera
for his years of service to the board and
to the people of Westfield. Mr. Della
Fera lost a reelection bid November 7
to Linda S. Habgood for one of the two
Ward 1 seats on the town council.

DWC Executive Director Sherry
Cronin provided a statement saluting
Mr. Della Fera. “Sam Della Fera has
been the town council liaison to the
DWC since 2011. He has been a dedi-
cated and committed member of the
board, always communicative and shar-
ing ideas and information about the
town and the downtown. In his role as
finance chairman of the town council,
he has been instrumental in ensuring
that the DWC has a voice as well as
funding from Westfield’s Special Im-
provement District.

“Sam has always been supportive of
the downtown while balancing the needs
of residents he represents as a town
councilman. Sam recently led the down-
town subcommittee of the Downtown
Task Force, championing meetings with
property owners and business owners,
and perhaps most importantly, updat-
ing ordinances to accommodate the
changing needs of downtown. Sam’s
contributions on the town council and
its planning board have definitely helped
the town and will positively impact the
residents and business community long
into the future. Sam will be missed at
the DWC, and we thank him for his
support over the last six years.”

Mr. Della Fera was presented with a
plaque from the board that recognized

his service.
Mr. Della Fera made additional com-

ments regarding his tenure as the town
council liaison to the DWC. “Thank
you very much. It’s certainly been a
pleasure to serve. It’s been great. I hope
others will come to appreciate the hard
work that this board does, what Sherry
and others do for the town. That’s the
upside. Other people will have the op-
portunity to take a peek behind the
curtain and see how you work.”

Mayor-elect Shelley Brindle will se-
lect a new town council liaison to the
DWC after she is sworn into office as
mayor on January 1, 2018.

During the DWC’s first board of
directors’ meeting to be held in January,
the new Town Council liaison will be
announced at the board’s annual reor-
ganization assembly and begin his or
her duties as a member of the board.

In other news, the board announced
the schedule of events to be held in
Westfield this holiday season.

Known as “Welcome Home to
Westfield,” Ms. Cronin provided a brief
summary of the annual holiday season
promotion. “Welcome Home to
Westfield was the name used when the
boys returned home from World War
I,” she said. “The DWC uses the name-
sake to describe how families return
home for the holidays. We have many
entertainment events scheduled
throughout December, but it’s kicking
off Thanksgiving weekend.”

Photos with Santa and Mrs. Claus
will be held at Lord & Taylor, 609
North Avenue West, Westfield, on Fri-
day, Saturday and Sunday, November
24 to 26, from 1 to 7 p.m. on Friday and
Saturday, and from 1 to 4 p.m. on
Sunday. Participants will receive one
free five-inch by seven-inch photo with
a donation of two cans of non-perishable

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At Wednesday’s
planning board meeting, board mem-
bers provided “critical commentary”
after reviewing the South Avenue rede-
velopment plan ordinance. The ordi-
nance approving the South Avenue
(Casale/Petro site) redevelopment plan
was sent by the council for planning
board review before adoption. The
board’s consensus is the plan should
not be adopted “as is” by the council at
its next meeting.

“The plan is purely for the applicant
(Russo Development). Russo can do
better than this. I don’t see how the
borough is benefiting from this plan,”
said planning board member Bill
Nierstedt, a former borough council-
man.

At the next council meeting, the plan-
ning board’s redevelopment plan com-
mentary will be interpreted.

“My hope is council takes the advice
and commentary from the planning
board seriously. They scrap this plan
for Russo II with the recommendations
from the planning board,” said board
member Joseph Sarno, a member of the
borough council.

The council can approve the ordi-
nance “as is” or utilize the planning
board’s commentary to ask Russo de-
velopment to answer board members’
questions and concerns with a revised
redevelopment plan.

“The most significant redevelopment
plan aspect the planning board and
myself has a problem with is the num-
ber of three-bedroom units. Twenty-
six, three-bedroom units were proposed
in this plan,” Mr. Sarno said.

Board member Kathleen Villaggio
said she found this number to be “high”
and “not economically feasible for
Garwood.”

“I saw nothing in the affordable-
housing settlement plan addressing a
need for 26, three-bedroom units. Ev-
erything in the court ruling addresses
the affordable-unit numbers,” said Ms.
Villaggio.

Mr. Nierstedt said he believes the
units will have an impact on the school
system, the prevailing assumptions be-
ing a three-bedroom unit can fit a fam-
ily while single units are marketed to-
wards “millennial” commuters.

“I do not understand how they will fit
these units. We were not given an offi-
cial size for each unit at this point,” Mr.
Nierstedt said. He said the redevelop-
ment plan does not mention retaining or
displacing storm water nor addresses
possible traffic issues.

Planning Board Chairman Stephen
Greet said he believes input should be
provided on why no indication or need
for elevators has been addressed in the
plan.

“We’re talking 52 units and no eleva-
tors,” Mr. Greet said.

 Board member Gene Jannotti said
he does not understand how when de-

veloping 52 additional units and con-
sidering 26 three-bedroom units no
green or open space was allotted.

The plan’s mention of vinyl siding
drew criticism as the board has disal-
lowed vinyl siding from residences in
the borough, according to Mr. Jannotti.

“I don’t like it. This is not what we are
used to. No drawings have been pro-
vided showing me what a stacked
townhome is or will look like,” said Mr.
Jannotti, saying the redevelopment
plans lack transparency in depicting
what will actually be built at the site.

Mr. Jannotti said the plan was dis-
similar to even residential homeowners
seeking variances who provide what
their structural changes will look like

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
AT ATTENTION…Veterans salute the United States Flag during Saturday’s Veterans Day ceremony at the World War I
Memorial in Westfield on North Avenue.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
VETS DAY PROCESSION...The American Legion Color Guard leads the Veter-
ans Day procession on Saturday to Westfield’s World War I Memorial on North
Avenue.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
FIFTY YEARS IN CRANFORD...Perrotti's was honored Monday by the Cran-
ford Township Committee Monday for being in business in Cranford for 50 years.
Pictured, from left to right, are:  Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.,  DMC member
Barry O'Donovan, Jim Capodice, Nick Perrotti, and Dave Perrotti, Jr.

Todisco, McCormack
Winners After

Provisional Votes
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Union County
Board of Elections has projected
Councilwoman Sara Todisco, a
Democrat, and Richard McCormack,
a Republican, the uncertified winners
in last Tuesday’s council election fol-
lowing the counting of 17 provisional
ballots. The results are not “official”
until certified by County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi.

Mr. McCormack defeated Russ
Graham, a Democrat, by six total
votes after provisional votes were
counted by the Union County Clerk’s
Office.

Ms. Todisco, who serves as council
president, garnered a total of 719
votes, or 26.18 percent of the total
vote, followed by Mr. McCormack,
who received 685 votes, or 24.95
percent of the total vote. Mr. Graham
finished third with 679 votes, or 24.73
percent of the vote, followed by Re-
publican Michael Collings, who gar-
nered 659 votes, or 24 percent of the
vote.

The provisional vote count was led
by Ms. Todisco, with 32.26 percent,
or 10 votes. Mr. Graham received
nine votes, or 29.03 percent of the
total provisional vote, with Mr.
McCormack and Mr. Collings each
obtaining six votes, or 19.35 percent
of the total provisional vote.
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District Survey Seeks Opinion
On All-Day Kindergarten

By SARAH MCGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Residents are be-
ing asked whether they agree to paying
out an additional $290 a year to fund a
full-year kindergarten. A board of edu-
cation survey is seeking the opinion of
townspeople on whether Westfield
should provide a service that is already
offered in 90 percent of the public
school districts in New Jersey.

All Westfield residents are invited
to participate in the brief online sur-
vey, which can be found at
westfieldnjk12.org under the head-
ing Important Messages. The survey
takes around three minutes to com-
plete and will be open until Monday,
November 20.

Westfield Schools’ Superintendent
Margaret Dolan, Ed.D., reminded board
members at Tuesday’s meeting that the
school district currently offers half-day
kindergarten – either a morning or af-
ternoon session – at Lincoln School,
and that this meets the requirements for
state education standards in a kinder-
garten curriculum.

Mark Friedman, committee chair-
man on Long Range Planning and Fi-
nance, said 200 children currently at-
tend Lincoln School and another 200
Westfield children currently attend pri-
vate kindergarten programs.

“In order to accommodate 400 to
450 full-time kindergarten students, the
district would continue to operate Lin-
coln as a kindergarten facility and would

have to build additional kindergarten
classrooms onto one or more existing
schools,” he said.

Mr. Friedman said a bond referen-
dum, resulting in a $40 tax increase for
the average Westfield household for
the 20- to 30-year life of the bond,
would be needed to pay for this addi-
tional building.

In addition, the school district would
need to hire extra teachers and incur
other costs that would total an approxi-
mate increase per household of $250
annually. The facilities to provide a
full-day kindergarten would not be avail-
able until the 2019-2020 school year or
later.

Also at the meeting, Maureen
Mazzarese, the school district’s direc-
tor of counseling, spoke about the role
of school counselors in Westfield
schools.

She told board members, “You will
always see an elementary-school coun-
selor on the playground; you will al-
ways see a middle-school counselor or
high-school counselor sitting with an
upset child, sometimes in their office,
sometimes in the cafeteria, sometimes
when they walk around the building.
You will always see a counselor fine-
tuning the schedule or helping a student
get organized...and organized...and or-
ganized again.

“At every level, you will always see
counselors looking ahead, preparing
students for the next transition coming
up, seeking ways to do more and better
for both students and parents.”

Ms. Mazzarese said that, between
September 6 and November 13 of this
year, a total of 3,440 students had come
into the counselors’ office at Westfield
High School.

“They come in for a lot of reasons.
Some are there for a few minutes, some
are there for a few hours,” she said. “I
have observed groups at every level.

Birchwood Redevelopment
To Have 225 Units, 3 Bldgs.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Once an office use,
215-235 Birchwood Avenue is planned
to become a residential use with three,
four-story apartment buildings, accord-
ing to a redevelopment plan presented
to the township committee and intro-
duced on first reading Monday by the
township committee.

The redevelopment plan lays out an
inclusionary, multi-family residential
development consisting of 225 apart-
ments, 34 of which are affordable, and
spread amongst three separate build-
ings. It is to be built by Birchwood
Developers Associates, LLC, aka Gar-
den Communities.

The plan is subject to approval by
state Superior Court in Elizabeth, for an
amendment of the township’s current
affordable-housing obligations set forth
in the Court Order dated December 9,
2011 and the Judgment of Compliance
and Repose dated March 22, 2013, as
stated in the redevelopment plan.

The court records say that in 2011 the
township has a shortage of 54 afford-
able units in its prior round obligation,
and in 2013 the township has an indig-
enous need of 55 units, and 138 units in
the prior round. The 55 units were to be
fulfilled with the previous development
plan by Cranford Development Asso-
ciates (CDA), which had won a builder’s
remedy lawsuit against the township.
The committee has until the end of next
year to fulfill its affordable-housing
obligation and retain immunity from
builder’s remedy lawsuits.

The inclusionary, multi-family af-
fordable-housing component of 15 per-
cent, as negotiated with the developer,
is made up of very low income, 13
percent or five units; low income, 37
percent or 12 units, and moderate in-
come, 50 percent or 17 units. Three of
the affordable units are one-bedroom
dwellings, 24 have two bedrooms, and
seven have three bedrooms. The 191
market-rate units must only be one- or
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