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Commentary

Why Kristallnacht Remains
Relevant to All of Us Today
Seventy-nine years ago today and

tomorrow, Jewish communities in
Germany, Austria and sections of
occupied Czechoslovakia experi-
enced the terror of what became
known as Kristallnacht, the open-
ing chapter of one of the darkest
eras in human history.

Over the course of November 9
and 10, 1938, Nazi forces dam-
aged or destroyed Jewish homes
and businesses, schools and syna-
gogues, while also killing nearly
100 Jews. Translated from German
as “crystal night,” Kristallnacht
also is known as the “night of bro-
ken glass,” referring to the shards
strewn in streets in the wake of the
destruction.

Kristallnacht remains a pivotal
and painful event in the history of
the Jewish people and of other popu-
lations who suffered under the Nazi
regime. The shattered glass of that
long-ago November is a perennial
reminder of the lives and communi-
ties shattered then and during the
seven years that followed, through
the denouement of World War II.

More than three quarters of a cen-
tury later, commemorations continue
to be held in remembrance of
Kristallnacht. Congregation Beth Is-
rael of Scotch Plains will offer one
such program during Friday night
Shabbat services November 17, fea-
turing three children of Holocaust sur-
vivors. It is open to the public.

As years pass and the ranks of
eyewitnesses dwindle, there is an
ever-greater risk that events like

Kristallnacht will fade into history
texts, their significance lost on
those born long afterwards. People
of all faiths and ethnicities have a
responsibility to prevent such a
loss, as a moral obligation to those
who died, as well as to survivors
and future generations.

Although it happened eight de-
cades ago, the types of virulent preju-
dice, hatred and violence that fueled
Kristallnacht and the Holocaust are
still manifested in many forms to-
day, including here in the United
States. Brutality and oppression are
still commonly used by governments
or factions in various parts of the
world to subjugate or exterminate
those who do not share their beliefs
or culture, or simply to retain power.
Even in a free society such as our
own, the Ku Klux Klan, Neo-Nazis
and like-minded groups remain ac-
tive; the doctrines they espouse echo
those that inspired earlier reigns of
terror. We periodically hear of van-
dals desecrating houses of worship,
cemeteries and other sites with hate
symbols or language, as well as de-
struction, while other bias crimes,
including assault and murder, con-
tinue to occur as well.

On this anniversary of
Kristallnacht, let us pledge to “never
forget” those who lost their lives,
loved ones and property over the
course of those harrowing two days,
as well as in the years that ensued,
and to recommit ourselves to take a
stand against hate and violence wher-
ever it exists in the present day.

FAITH AND UNITY...Members of the Union County Interfaith Coordinat-
ing Council and other invited speakers gather before the Fourth Annual
Union County Day of Prayer held October 24 at The Parish Community of
Saint Helen in Westfield. More than 650 members from Christian, Jewish,
Muslim and Buddhist communities came together in a show of unity during
the event. The Council was created by Community Access Unlimited, a
statewide, Elizabeth-based nonprofit providing support programs and ser-
vices to adults with disabilities as well as youth served under the Department
of Children and Families.

Local Temple to Observe
Solemn Anniversary

SCOTCH PLAINS — Congrega-
tion Beth Israel will commemorate the
79th anniversary of Kristallnacht on
Friday, November 17, at 7:30 p.m.
The remembrance ceremony will fea-
ture three speakers who are children of
Holocaust survivors. The program will
take place during Congregation Beth
Israel’s Friday night Shabbat services,
and is free and open to the community.

Kristallnacht, which translates as
“crystal night” in German, is also
called the “Night of Broken Glass.” It
refers to the violent attacks that the
Nazis waged against Jews on No-
vember 9 and 10, 1938 throughout
Germany, Austria and parts of occu-
pied Czechoslovakia. The name
Kristallnacht comes from the broken
glass that littered the streets after Jew-
ish homes, schools, synagogues and
stores were damaged and destroyed.
With Jews beaten, killed and sent to
concentration camps, Kristallnacht is
often seen as the beginning of the
Holocaust.

Guest speakers will include Bar-
bara Simon, Sarah Reinholtz and Raya
Warner, who will share their parents’
personal experiences and memories
as Holocaust survivors. The three
speakers are members of the Second/
Third Generation Holocaust Survi-
vors Group, sponsor of the program.

This support group, which was cre-
ated at Congregation Beth Israel, also
includes participants from area syna-
gogues. Ms. Simon and Ms. Reinholtz
are members of Congregation Beth
Israel, and Ms. Warner is a member of
Temple Emanu-El in Westfield. The
group plans events, such as the
Kristallnacht Remembrance, to edu-
cate the public about the Holocaust
and to honor and remember those
who suffered and perished.

“We realized that many of us in the
area grew up with parents or grandpar-
ents who survived the Holocaust, so
we decided to reach out and form a
community to share our stories and to
learn even more about this dark time in
our history,” said Claire Bornstein, a
co-founder of the Second/Third Gen-
eration Holocaust Survivors Group.
“We are being proactive to plan pro-
grams every year to ensure that the
memories of the Holocaust are passed
on to future generations.”

For additional information about the
program, contact Faye Bodenstein at
frgbnj@aol.com, Claire Bornstein at
clairebn@comcast.net or Rita Geller
at rmgeller@comcast.net, or call the
synagogue office at (908) 889-1830.

Congregation Beth Israel is located
at 18 Shalom Way, Scotch Plains, at
the corner of Martine Avenue.

LONGTIME LEADER...The board of directors of the Westfield Area YMCA
recently recognized Mark Elsasser for 15 years of leadership as president and
chief executive officer of the Westfield Area YMCA. Mr. Elsasser began his
YMCA career in 1980 at the YMCA of Philadelphia. He is a past president of the
New Jersey Alliance of YMCAs and has been an adjunct professor at Springfield
College for over nine years. Pictured, from left to right, are: Darielle Walsh, board
secretary/past chairwoman; Mr. Elsasser and John Cronin, board chairman.

Charu Jhalani

Westfield Library to Offer
Indian Cooking Program

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present a
program on Indian cooking and
culture on Tuesday, November 14,
at 6:30 p.m. The library is located
at 550 East Broad Street.

Charu Jhalani will present the pro-
gram. She will demonstrate how to
prepare paneer chilla, a healthy pan-
cake made of green split lentils,
garlic and chilies, then stuffed with
crumbled Indian cheese and spices.

Audience members will be able
to taste the finished product and
receive a printed copy of the recipe
to add the dish to their repertoire.

This program is free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 43 librar-
ies that are part of the Middlesex
Union Reciprocal Agreement Librar-
ies. Interested persons are advised to
visit the Westfield Memorial Library
website, wmlnj.org, and click on the
“About Us” tab to see if their library
is a MURAL participant.

To register for the program on
Indian cooking, visit wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, option 0.

Westfield Memorial Library
hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Mon-

day through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to
5 p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1
to 5 p.m. on Sunday. The library
will be closed this Saturday, No-
vember 11, for Veterans Day.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter, “Li-
brary Loop,” or stop by the library
for a copy of its award-winning,
quarterly newsletter, “Take Note.”

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

1992 - 2017 • CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Networking Group
To Meet Monday

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Scotch
Plains and Mountainside Public Li-
braries’ Career Networking Group
will feature a program entitled “47
Uncommon Ways to Conduct an Ab-
solutely Awesome Job Search” on
Monday, November 13, at 6:30 p.m.
It will take place at the Mountainside
Public Library.

Abby Kohut, an award-winning ca-
reer consultant, speaker, human re-
sources professional and recruiter, will
be the presenter. She wrote the book
“Absolutely Abby’s 101 Job Search
Secrets” and has authored numerous
articles. In 2012, Ms. Kohut embarked
on a cross-country speaking trip to
educate one million job seekers.

Throughout her journey across the
United States, she collected handfuls
of very uncommon strategies people
have used to find and land a job.

To register for this program, stop
into the library or call (908) 233-0115.
The Mountainside Public Library is
located at 1 Constitution Plaza.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, MARJORIE...The Woman’s Club of Westfield (WCW)
recently celebrated the 100th birthday of member Marjorie Wieseman. A Katharine
Gibbs Secretarial School graduate, she was an executive secretary before marry-
ing Carl Wieseman and raising two daughters, Marcy and Marjorie Elizabeth.
Mrs. Wieseman and her family settled in Westfield in 1960. Over the years she has
served as club treasurer and Finance Committee trustee as well as being active
with The Bulletin, Antique, Home Life/Social Services, Literature, Arts/Creative
and Recreation Departments. She is pictured at right with WCW President Pat
D’Angelo.

Old Guard to Hear Talk
On Moral Education

James Hewitt

SUMMIT AREA — James S.
Hewitt will speak to his fellow
members of the Sum-
mit Area Old Guard at
the group’s Tuesday,
November 14 meeting.
He will talk about the
“Formation of Charac-
ter and Moral Educa-
tion: Intuitionists ver-
sus Utilitarianists in
Early 19th Century
Britain.”

Mr. Hewitt ,  who
holds a Ph.D. in His-
tory from the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts-
Amherst, will spark a
discussion of two
19th-century avenues
to the understanding of right and
wrong: “intuitionism” and “unitari-
anism.”

“Intuitionism” was favored by
the apologists at Oxford and Cam-
bridge. They believed that truth
was knowable only by intuition.
Intuited moral beliefs were simple,

irresistibly compelling and under-
standable without reflection. They

were founded on prin-
ciples individuals philo-
sophically accept, like
the principles that
people should keep their
promises and ought not
to steal. Intuitionists be-
lieved there was a spe-
cial psychological fac-
ulty that reliably pro-
duced true moral intui-
tions, sometimes called
a “moral sense.” It was
compared to an “aes-
thetic sense.”

“Utilitarianism” was
advanced by the upstart
London University. The

utilitarian philosophy was founded
by Jeremy Bentham and his suc-
cessor, John Stuart Mill. Utilitari-
anism emphasized the importance
of happiness as the ultimate goal of
humankind.

All active men age 50-plus are
invited to attend the Tuesday morn-
ing meetings of the Summit Area
Old Guard. Meetings are held at the
New Providence Municipal Center,
located at 360 Elkwood Avenue,
New Providence. A coffee hour
starts at 9:15 a.m., followed by a 10
a.m. business meeting brightened
by singing and humor. Guest speak-
ers begin their talk at 10:30 a.m.

For more information, call Jim
Hewitt at (908) 233-5507 or log onto
the website summitoldguard.org.

Greek Orthodox Church
To Host Author Visit

WESTFIELD — The Cultural
Committee of the Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Church invites the
community to explore the many
facets of the island nation of Cyprus
– travel, history, romance, mysti-
cism, art, archaeology and antiques
— as Maria Meniko Sifniades dis-
cusses her archaeological, histori-
cal suspense novel “Archangel” on
Friday, November 17, at 7:30 p.m.

This program will take place in
the Bouras Center of the church,
located at 250 Gallows Hill Road,
Westfield. Ambassador Achilleas
Antoniades is expected to join in
the discussion with first-hand
knowledge of the situations that
prompted Ms. Sifniades to write
this book. The program will begin
with a short video. It is free and
open to the public. Special Cyp-
riot-inspired refreshments will be

served.
The author paints a picture of the

invasion of Cyprus in 1974, and
the tragic divided aftermath as the
characters and events come to life
– the refugees, the lost territory,
the search for stolen treasures and
the circuitous path to their return.
Readers are introduced to the story
of the sacred icons in mystical ways
and with strong characters who
evoke avarice, determination, sym-
pathy and finally goodness.

Ms. Sifniades was born in New
York City, but spent part of her
childhood in Cyprus. In 1974 she
and her family fled the invading
Turkish army, returning to New
York. She has had a career as a press
officer and health care researcher.

For further information, call the
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Church at (908) 233-8533.


