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Fireworks Harass Mountainside

Feds Plan Tax Hike On Homeowners

What Does Community Players Have
To Do With Downtown Complaints?

To whomever was responsible for the
obnoxiously loud over-the-top fireworks
that lasted until 11 p.m. on Saturday
night: You should be ashamed of your-
self. This selfish action woke sleeping
children, scared animals half-mad, and

irritated thousands of people trying to
relax, watch TV, or sleep. Next time try to
use a modicum of common sense.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

If the Republicans stand for anything,
it must surely be lower taxes. Therefore,
what is the point of Leonard Lance as our
representative in the House, since the
House Republican Tax Plan would raise
taxes for NJ homeowners and taxpayers
by ending their tax deductibility?

Lance reliably votes with the Republi-

cans on all kinds of issues, and now his
colleagues repay the favor by planning a
big tax hike on NJ. Lance clearly carries
no influence. We’d be better off replac-
ing him with a Democrat.

Simon Lack
Westfield

In your Letters to the Editor in the
Thursday, Oct. 5, 2017 issue, Kirti Malik
lamented that the old Republican ways of
Westfield stand in the way of improve-
ments to the town. In that letter, the
author speaks of their concerns about
parking, schools, conditions of the streets,
etc. However, at one point the author
makes reference to Westfield Commu-
nity Players. While I applaud her interest
in improving Westfield for all of us, I was
appalled that she refers to Westfield Com-
munity Players as a “theatre group with a
hostile and unwelcome demeanor.” When
The Community Players, as it was known
then, was founded over 83 years ago it
was a private club trying to offer enter-
tainment in the days before TV and easy
access to theater in NYC. As president of
Westfield Community Players, I feel com-
pelled to respond.

What Westfield Community Players
has to do with the author’s complaints, I
am at a loss. The author goes on to com-
plain that they had to “overcome a hostil-
ity and unwelcomed demeanor from other
actors just to get into the Westfield Com-
munity Players. The antiquated rules that
this theater group still follows are in need
of a modern revision to reflect today’s
world.” What this has to do with parking,
schools, conditions of the streets, as they
have mentioned in the early paragraphs
of their letter, I do not fathom. I also
cannot understand what Westfield Com-
munity Players has to do with Westfield
being identified as a Republican town.

I have been a part of Westfield Com-
munity Players since 2007 having under-
taken its website. Since 2013, I have
served as president. I have acted, directed
and produced for Westfield Community
Players. I know of nothing in our poli-
cies, either regarding casting or member-
ship that can be described as “antiquated,”
which the author of the letter has failed to
describe exactly what that means. WCP is
a volunteer-led community theater open
to all. Acting, stage hands, lighting, sound,
sets, costumes, box office, everything is
done by volunteers. We put on four plays
each season, and while we’re not Broad-
way or Papermill Playhouse competition,
our amateurs put on quite a show! Just
this last season they were recognized
with several Perry Awards for outstand-
ing acting and stage managing by the
New Jersey Association of Community
Theaters.

I would encourage the author to visit
our website and read the Board of Direc-
tors message. It clearly states:
“WESTFIELD COMMUNITY PLAY-
ERS (WCP), founded in 1934, has
brought more than 250 comedies, dra-
mas, musicals and mysteries to life on our
stage. All productions are presented in
our own 150-seat theater on the corner of
Edgewood Avenue and North Avenue
West in Westfield. With our productions,
we continue to be part of the active cul-
tural scene in Westfield and surrounding
communities. WCP is committed to of-
fering hands-on participation for those

Congressman Lance Comments on Extending Medicaid
In Puerto Rico and the Proposed Tax Plan

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Congress-
man Lance (R-7th) voted yes last week to
reauthorize the Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program (CHIP) through fiscal year
2022. Mr. Lance has supported the
Children’s Health Insurance Program
since his first days in Congress. Mr. Lance
also secured passage of the HELP Puerto
Rico Act, legislation he authored with
Puerto Rico Resident Commissioner
Jenniffer González-Colón, that would
provide $1 billion in funding to Puerto
Rico’s Medicaid funding. The HELP
Puerto Rico Act passed as part of CHIP
bill.

“This legislation accomplishes the very
important goals of reauthorizing the
Children’s Health Insurance Program,
community health centers and extending
critical resources for Medicaid in Puerto
Rico. One of the first votes I cast in
Congress was for CHIP – creating a fis-
cally responsible health program that now
serves 8.5 million children in the United
States. And I continue to support com-
munity health centers and the work they
do for underserved areas like Dover and
Somerville, New Jersey. We also cannot
forget about the many families and chil-
dren in Puerto Rico who also benefit from
the Medicaid program. That’s why I am

teamed up with Resident Commissioner
González-Colón to make sure low-cost
federal health care continues to be made
available to our American children in
Puerto Rico,” Mr. Lance said.

Resident Commissioner  González-
Colón praised passage of the Lance pro-
visions. “I thank Congressman Leonard
Lance for listening to my concerns and
working together on this authorization.
Achieving this authorization this week is
a great relief in the course of all the work
we have been carrying out on the one
hand for the island’s recovery after Hur-
ricane María and at the same time on the
other to keep pushing in D.C. for inclu-
sive treatment for Puerto Rico,” Ms.
González-Colón said.

Mr. Lance’s Energy and Commerce
Committee took the lead in reauthorizing
the CHIP program this year as well as
federally-supported community health
centers. CHIP is an important safety net
program that provides health care to
lower-income children and federally
qualified health centers collectively serve
more than 22 million patients in more
than 9,000 communities in every state
and territory. Mr. Lance and Ms.
González-Colón worked together to make
sure the legislative package also addressed

the Puerto Rico Medicaid program and
ensured authorization for nearly $900
million in funding until the end of 2019.
An additional $120 million may be pro-
vided if steps are taken to reduce Medic-
aid fraud, waste and abuse. Medicaid
continues to provide critical health care
delivery needs for the citizens of Puerto
Rico and the program is under significant
financial strain as the Commonwealth
recovers from Hurricane Maria. Mr. Lance
and Ms. González-Colón’s bill gives
Puerto Rico financial certainty to con-
tinue providing critical services through
the Medicaid program. As of June 2015,
1.7 million people are enrolled in the
Medicaid and CHIP program in Puerto
Rico.

Lance Statement on Tax Plan Pro-
posal: “I commend Speaker Ryan and
Chairman Brady for their hard work and
efforts. There is much to like in the legis-
lation but the proposed cap on deductibil-
ity of state and local taxes makes the bill
unacceptable at this time. Eliminating or
rolling back state and local tax deduct-
ibility will hurt New Jersey’s hard-work-
ing middle-class families and our state
economy. I am going to continue to nego-
tiate on the issue. We have made some
progress but more needs to be done.”

I Will Not Vote For Redevelopment That Is
Not A Net Benefit To The Taxpayers

wishing to learn more about various as-
pects of live theatrical production and
performance while providing a varied
theater experience to a broad audience.
We do that by actively seeking volunteers
to keep our theater functioning, and by
maintaining an open-casting policy where
everyone can audition for all of our sched-
uled plays. The key to our success and
longevity is the hard work and dedication
of our numerous volunteer members.”

The author states that they came to
Westfield twelve years ago, and as I men-
tioned, I have been with Westfield Com-
munity Players since 2007, so I can’t
speak of what experience or circumstances
they had with the theater at that time. I can
only reiterate what is the current policy of
the theater. Westfield Community Play-
ers has been recognized by NJACT (New
Jersey Association of Community The-
ater) for numerous nominations and
awards, and we remain proud of that.
Westfield Community Players remains
committed to bringing quality theater to
our communities, and a friendly and pro-
fessional treatment to all our subscribers,
patrons and actors. I’d like to invite Mrs.
Malik and anyone else interested in com-
munity theater to experience what we do
by attending one of our performances.
Who knows, she might find that volun-
teering for the theater is a rewarding
experience.

Steve Lemenille, President
Westfield Community Players

Last week a letter appeared in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times stat-
ing concerns that downtown redevel-
opment would lead to large tax in-
creases, especially hurting our senior
citizens. First let me point out that
since the State Legislature passed the
2 percent cap on municipal spending
in 2010, Scotch Plains’ municipal
taxes have only risen at a rate of 1.1
percent. The Township has also re-
cently attained a AAA bond rating,
further pointing to a fiscally respon-
sible government.

As Mayor, I am working with the
Township Council in a bipartisan way
to continue our fiscally responsible
budgets. I am fully aware that prop-
erty taxes are the number 1 concern
for our residents, which is why I cam-
paigned on downtown redevelop-
ment. My goal for downtown rede-
velopment (in addition to helping us
meet our affordable housing require-
ments that are being imposed on us by
the State Supreme Court) is to help us
stabilize our entire tax bill, including
school and county taxes, which have
been increasing since 2010 on an
average of 4.7 percent and 2.2 per-

cent, respectively.
I have a two-pronged strategy to

accomplish the goal of tax stabiliza-
tion. First, grow the tax base through
downtown redevelopment by bring-
ing in more ratables and commercial
properties to draw revenue from.
Currently, residential properties in
town pay 90 percent of the total tax
bill. We have to reduce the tax burden
on our residents. Other towns like
Cranford and Watchung have done it,
with residential taxpayers bearing
only 83 percent and 77 percent, re-
spectively of the total tax bill . We
should take a similar approach.

Second, I plan to continue to en-
gage our State and County officials to
ask for our fair share of funding from
the taxes we send them. As to the
assertion that I have secret plans with
developers for downtown redevelop-
ment, nothing can be further from the
truth. The downtown redevelopment
process has been completely trans-
parent with public meetings and live
streaming of meetings. What I have
stated at these meetings is that several
developers/builders have approached
me and other town officials indicat-

ing that they are interested in partici-
pating in downtown redevelopment.
But, I have continued to express my
frustration that we are not at the point
in the process where we can engage
the developers/builders in specific
proposals, which will be done as part
of the public process.

As areas in need of redevelopment
are identified, the Township Council
will direct that redevelopment plans
be created leading to the selection of
developers. I have set a goal to have
realistic redevelopment plans for the
Phase I of the downtown redevelop-
ment by early 2018 with developers
selected by mid-year 2018. As to the
relocation of certain public buildings,
that will play out as part of the public
process. No decision has been made.
What is clear is that our public build-
ings are located on prime real estate,
the sale of which will provide essential
funding for downtown redevelopment.

Finally, I have made it clear that I
will not vote for a redevelopment
proposal that is not a net benefit to the
taxpayers of Scotch Plains. Stay tuned.

Al Smith
Mayor of Scotch Plains

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual.
If you get three – word expert. If you get all
four – You must have a lot of free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Dothienenteritis – Inflammation of

the intestines; typhoid fever
2. Decaudate – To deprive of a tail
3. Ascham – A receptacle for archery

implements
4. Ululation – Howling or hooting

THRALL
1. To make or look smart; to dress up
2. To enslave
3. A loud clanging noise
4. To disregard or consider unimpor-

tant
CASSE-TETE

1. The head of a household
2. Hard-headed; stubborn
3. A bludgeon or club having a stone

fastened to a wooden handle
4. Any headband

INNITENCY
1. A resting upon; pressure
2. The quality of being wise; common

sense
3. An unsettled or confused state
4. A private road or lane

HOWM
1. A hermit; loner
2. A given site or location
3. A Scottish thatched hut
4. A lowland by a waterside

BEAUTIFUL...The borough's all-volunteer beautification committee sponsored
its "first annual" adult Halloween Party Fundraiser October 28 at the Mountainside
Elks Club. Proceeds will be used to make Mountainside more beautiful.

Veterans Day Honors Legacy
Of Sacrifice and Service

This Saturday is Veterans Day, our annual day of
tribute to the patriotism, heroism and sacrifices
America’s armed forces have demonstrated for more
than 240 years. Since the Revolutionary War, our
nation’s men and women have risked and given their
lives on behalf of freedom and democracy, at home
and abroad, creating a legacy proudly upheld by
United States military around the world today.

Originally called Armistice Day, this holiday has
been known as Veterans Day since 1954. It is ob-
served on the anniversary of the 1918 signing of the
armistice between the Allied nations and Germany,
at the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the
eleventh month of the year, which formally brought
World War I to an end.

Our local communities have a long history of sons
and daughters serving their country, a tradition de-
noted by memorials visible throughout the area. Among
the most prominent is the granite column extending
57 feet above Westfield’s North Avenue and East
Broad Street plaza, honoring 18 town men who made
the ultimate sacrifice during World War I, a conflict
our country entered 100 years ago this year. Gold Star
streets in Westfield also bear their names, while the
local American Legion post is named for one among
their ranks — Martin Wallberg. Westfield’s “Boys of

’17" have never been forgotten by their hometown.
Likewise, tributes can be seen in Scotch Plains,

Cranford and other area towns honoring additional
local veterans of World War I, as well as the “Greatest
Generation” of World War II and those who served in
Korea and Vietnam. The Vietnam memorials are
particularly poignant, since the valor and sacrifice of
those veterans was eclipsed during their era of service
by the controversy surrounding the war.

We owe all members of our armed forces, past and
present, an incalculable debt of gratitude. Nearly two
and a half centuries since American colonists first
took up the fight for independence against the British
Empire, our country’s military continues to safeguard
freedom from those who would deny it to us and other
nations. American troops have literally saved and
continue to protect the world from tyranny.

Once again this year we encourage all residents
who are able to attend Veterans Day ceremonies in
their communities, in acknowledgement of the ser-
vice of all United States military personnel, as well
as to offer a personal “thank you.” We also encour-
age the public to support and/or become involved in
organizations that serve veterans and active duty
troops, as a way to give back to those who have given
so much for us all.

Don’t Eliminate State/Local
Deduction on Fed. Taxes

The fight has just begun in Washington as the
Republican tax plan was officially released last
week. The plan, as configured, would hit New Jersey
hard as the State And Local Tax deduction, better
known as SALT, on federal tax returns would be
eliminated. Our state receives back only 74 cents on
every dollar we send to the IRS as compared to, say,
West Virginia, which receives $2.07 for every dollar
sent. NJ.com reported in 2015 that New Jerseyans
claimed $17 billion in state and local income tax
deductions. In Union County, 16,420 households
claimed a deduction for a total of $1.1 billion.

House members from the Garden State opposed
the eliminating of the deduction regardless of party
affiliation. Locally, Congressman Leonard Lance
(R-7th) said that eliminating the deduction is “unac-
ceptable at this time” as it would “hurt New Jersey’s
hard-working middle-class families and our state
economy.” Likewise, Congressman Frank Pallone
(D-6th) is opposed to the plan, saying, “41 percent of
New Jersey households file using these deductions
and New Jersey deducts a total of $32.2 billion in
state and local taxes each year, the third highest
dollar amount in the nation.”

We agree with both Congressmen and others. New
Jersey already gives too much to Washington. Get-

ting rid of this deduction will only increase the tax
burden on New Jerseyans and would likely cause
more residents to leave the state. Even Governor
Chris Christie has said eliminating the deduction
would hurt our state. “Certainly losing deductibility
of state and local taxes would hurt states like New
Jersey and New York that have high taxes,” Mr.
Christie was quoted as telling reporters after a speech
to the Commerce and Industry Association of New
Jersey, according to an observer.com report.

Congressman Josh Gottheimer (D-5th) has said the
state and local deduction has been around since 1913.
Congressmen Lance and Gottheimer have introduced
the “Return on Investment Accountability Act,” which
would amend the federal tax code of 1986 to “address
payments to residents of states for which the federal
tax burden exceeds the federal outlays received.”

Mr. Gottheimer said in 2013 New Jersey paid more
per capita in federal taxes than states like Kentucky and
Alabama, which received a surplus. “While supporting
other states is laudable, this puts a burden on the donor
states (like New Jersey) to raise state and local taxes to
make up for the lack of federal funds coming back
home,” Mr. Gottheimer said in a press release.

This catch 22 could be NJ’s fault! The outrageous
property tax rates are causing this situation.


