
Serving the community since 1959

ONE DOLLAR(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 58th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 45-2017 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Thursday, November 9, 2017

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Police ............ 18
Community ... 6-8
Obituary ........ 8

Education ...... 9, 19
Sports ............ 11-17
Real Estate .... 11-20
Classifieds ..... 18
A&E .............. 19-20

WESTFIELD
WEST

Westfield West Office • 600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090 • 908-233-0065 • ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©  2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity 

Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  #600NORTH

            Twitter: @cbwestfield          Instagram: @cbwestfieldnj
Pinterest: www.pinterest.com/westfieldwest
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/cbwestfieldnj

     

FOR ALL MARKET INFO: 

Zoning Board Okays
Judy Lane Cell Tower

Fanwood’s Affordable-Housing
Spending Plan to Be Amended

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zon-
ing board of adjustment last week
gave its approval to a cell tower
application by New Cingular Wire-
less, which sought to replace its
antennas on a PSE&G transmission
tower in the Judy Lane neighbor-
hood off Terrill Road.

At its November 2 meeting, the
board’s fifth hearing on the applica-
tion, New Cingular attorney Chris-
topher Quinn summed up the
utility’s reasons for needing to rein-
stall 12 antennas on the tower. New
Cingular Wireless has housed its
antennas on temporary poles for the
past several years while PSE&G
undertook its multi-year project to
upgrade and modernize its trans-
mission towers and power lines.

Last month, after New Cingular
wrapped up its formal presentation,
several neighborhood residents who
live on Judy Lane and nearby
Ramapo Way spoke in opposition
to the application, citing what they
felt would be the antennas’ detri-
mental effect on the neighborhood
as well as potential health risks. Ten
residents attended last week’s final
hearing.

At the October 5 meeting, there
were six voting members of the

board in attendance. Board Chair-
man Ken Anderson said at the time
that New Cingular had the option of
waiting until the board’s meeting
last week, when seven board mem-
bers were expected to be in atten-
dance, for a vote. With five affirma-
tive votes needed to approve a use-
variance request, Mr. Quinn asked
that the board take its vote at the
November 2 meeting.

Prior to their 6-to-1 vote last
Thursday to approve the applica-
tion — with board member Kendra
Duran voting no — board members
pointed out that, in the words of
Richard Duthie, “our hands are tied”
and that rejecting the application
would result in an appeal to a court
that would reverse the board’s deci-
sion. “By default,” Mr. Duthie said,
the site is “the most reasonable and
suitable” one for the antennas. Mr.
Anderson said New Cingular “needs
a transmission site in that area.”

The other two applications on the
board’s agenda were put off until its
Thursday, December 7 meeting.

One is a bid by a homeowner to
construct a shed in an area of his
yard that is adjacent to the front
yard of an adjoining corner prop-
erty while the other is an applica-
tion to install a six-foot-high fence
in a front yard.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — In a special meeting
of the governing body Monday night,
an amended affordable-housing trust
fund spending plan was to be adopted,
but was moved to the next borough
council meeting on Monday, Novem-
ber 20. Mayor Colleen Mahr requested
more information.

The special master assigned to the
case had made comments and found
mistakes that needed to be corrected,
attorney Diane Dabulas said. The
borough’s planner had projected out to
2025, when the borough’s settlement
expires, that the borough’s spending
plan would be negative by $94,686,
Ms. Dabulas said.

The governing body has to adopt the
spending plan, along with other items,
before the borough is to receive its final
judgment, Ms. Dabulas said. The bor-
ough reached a settlement agreement
with the Fair Share Housing Authority
last year that stipulates the borough is to

provide 218 affordable-housing units
within any newly-developed land used
for multi-family housing by 2025.

Two resolutions were passed at
Monday’s meeting. The governing body
passed a resolution to transfer funds
within the 2017 operating budget. Also,
Borough Clerk Eleanor McGovern was
appointed as the municipal administra-
tive agent, an appointment she had pre-
viously held.

The borough’s Veterans Day cer-
emony is scheduled for this Saturday,
November 11, starting at noon, at the
Fanwood Memorial Library, the coun-
cil announced at its agenda session.

In other business, a contract for moni-
toring at the former Livingston-Wilbor
site, and a contract for remediation of
the former Dean Oil site, located at
Second and LaGrande Avenues, are to
be on the agenda at the borough’s No-
vember 20 council meeting. “A lot of
the work in this proposal has been done
already,” Ms. Dabulas said regarding
the work at the former Dean Oil site.
The property is being developed by
Landmark Companies, LLC for 35
housing units, including seven afford-
able units.

Also, the state is pushing for munici-

palities to exclude construction code
fees from the general municipal bud-
get, so the borough council is to vote on
a resolution that would set those fees up
as trust, said Patricia Celardo, assistant
treasurer for the borough.

Councilman Jack Molenaar provided
a report on a survey that was conducted
about the residents’ viewpoints on the
new parking permit purchasing meth-
ods. The survey found that residents
gave the new methods a 4.2 percent out
of a 5 rating, Councilman Molenaar
said.

In the engineer’s report, the low bid
of $154,117 came in for the milling and
paving of North Avenue between
Martine Avenue and Midway, Borough
Engineer Antonios Panagopoulos said.
The work may be held off until spring,
due to some utility work scheduled for
the area.

Elizabeth Jeffery gave an update on
the borough’s development and busi-
ness outlook. The new owner of prop-
erty where Young’s Paint once oper-
ated, South Avenue LLC, has concept
plans for the property and requested to
meet with Ms. Jeffery, she said.

Ms. Jeffery also said that the owners

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
CELEBRATION...Fanwood Democrats celebrate their election win on Tuesday night. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Councilman Tom Kranz, Councilwoman Erin McElroy Barker, and Councilman Kevin Boris (in back), Board of Education-
elect member Amy Boroff, Mayor Colleen Mahr, Councilman Jack Molenaar, Councilman-Elect Anthony Carter,
Councilman Russ Huegel and Councilwoman Kathy Mitchell.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LAST CALL FOR PRODUCE...Only two more weekends remain for the Scotch
Plains Farmers Market, which is held Saturdays in the municipal parking lot on
Park Avenue until Thanksgiving.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MINERAL AND JEWELRY SHOW...The Mineral, Gem and Jewelry Show,
held Saturday and Sunday at the Trailside Nature and Science Center, featured
two floors of displays of natural wonders from more than 20 vendors. The show
was sponsored jointly with the New Jersey Mineralogical Society and the New
Jersey Lapidary Society.

Democrats Sweep In Race
For Fanwood Council

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Democrats main-
tained their unanimous control of the
borough council on Tuesday, win-
ning the two seats up for grabs by an
overwhelming margin.

Councilman Russell Huegel was
re-elected to a fourth term, winning
1,620 votes, while running mate An-
thony Carter, in his first bid for elec-
tive office, was elected to a three-year
term on the governing body with 1,563
votes. He will replace Councilman
Kevin Boris, who did not seek re-
election after six years on the council.

The sole Republican candidate, Brian
Walter, trailed with 876 votes.

The Democrats’ campaign stressed
continued quality-of-life improve-
ments in Fanwood, including street
and road improvements, the contin-
ued redevelopment of the South Av-
enue corridor, the institution of “one-
seat” rides on NJ Transit into Man-
hattan and upgrades to the borough
library.

Write-in candidate Amy Boroff re-
ceived 300 votes to win a seat on the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education. Jeanne Cleary, Fanwood’s
representative, did not run for an-

other term and no one’s name was on
the ballot to run in her place, leaving
Ms. Boroff to mount her write-in cam-
paign for the open seat. Evan Murray,
2,495, and Cynthia Clancy, 2,413,
both of Scotch Plains, were unop-
posed in their reelection bids.

At a joyful celebration at Sheelen’s
Crossing after the votes were tallied,
Mayor Colleen Mahr told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that, “for us
to win by such a big margin says that
regardless of political affiliation, Fan-
wood residents are pleased with their
government and pleased with the di-
rection of the town.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Local State Lawmakers Win;
Voters Pick New County Sheriff

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION – In a landslide on Tues-
day, voters elected Democrat Phil
Murphy as New Jersey’s next gov-
ernor, and reelected several state
lawmakers in Districts 21 and 22
and reelected two Union County
incumbent freeholders. Voters also
picked a new sheriff and chose a
new freeholder for the nine-seat
county board.

Outside of the expected victory
of Mr. Murphy over Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Kim Guadagno in the race to
succeed Chris Christie; Republican
state Senator Tom Kean, Jr., de-
feated Democrat Jill Lazare, while
Republican Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick won reelection. His run-
ning mate, Assemblywoman Nancy
Munoz (R-21st, Summit) also won
her reelection bid by some 1,600
votes district-wide over Lacey
Rzeszowski. Bruce Bergen, the cur-
rent chairman of the Union County
Freeholder board, finished fourth.

In District 22, Senator Nick
Scutari and Assemblymen Jerry
Green and James Kennedy, all
Democrats, defeated GOP Senate
candidate Joseph Bonilla and GOP
Assembly candidates John
Quattrocchi and Richard Fortunato,
and independent Assembly hope-
fuls Onel Martinez and Sumantha
Prasad, respectively.

In the race for Sheriff, Democrat
Peter Corvelli, with 66 percent of
the vote, defeated Republican Marc
Krauss (34 percent) to succeed Joe
Cryan, who was elected Senator,
succeeding long-time lawmaker Ray
Lesniak in the 20th legislative dis-
trict. Mr. Cryan had replaced the
late veteran sheriff Ralph Froehlich
in 2013.

Union County Freeholder incum-
bents Chris Hudak and Angel
Estrada and their running mate, Hill-
side Mayor Angela Garrison, all
Democrats, defeated Republicans
Pat Quattrocchi, Peter Lijoi and
Mark Martini by over 25,000 votes

to continue their 9-0 majority which
they have had since 1998.

Both public questions were ap-
proved. Question no. 1 to borrow
$125 million to modernize and ex-
pand public libraries passed as did
question no. 2 which will now re-
quire that money paid by polluting
companies cannot be used for any
other purpose other than remediation
of tainted land or water.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
COUNTY WINNERS...Union County Democrats celebrate their victory Tuesday night at Gran Centurions in Clark.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Freeholders Al Mirabella and Linda Carter, Freeholder Vice-Chairman Sergio Granados
and Chairman Bruce Bergen, Freeholder-elect Angela Garretson and Freeholders Angel Estrada and Chris Hudak and State
Senator Nick Scutari (D-22nd, Linden). Mr. Hudak and Mr. Estrada were reelected along with Ms. Garretson, the current
Hillside mayor, as was Sen. Scutari. Mr. Bergen lost a close election bid for State Assembly.


