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CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS
FORMER PROSECUTORS

CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS
FORMER PROSECUTORS

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS

FREE Seed for a Year, Decorative Birdhouse, Bird Feeding
Station, Holiday Seed Character Basket or Squirrel Proof
Feeder ( Total Retail Value of Prizes over $1000! ) 

Register To Win One of the Following Prizes:

FREE seed and a starter
feeder just for stopping
in! (While supplies last.) 

Free Gifts 
Trade in Any Old Feeder;
Get 20% off a new Wild
Birds Unlimited feeder. 

Feeder Swap 

Tiered Savings All Day! 

November 11th, 9:30 am - 5:30 pm
(Raffle Drawing Starts @ 5 pm) 

Stop In During Our Grand Re-Opening Event:

$5 Off Any $25 Purchase!
$10 Off Any $50 Purchase!
$20 Off Any $100 Purchase! 

Meet T  he New Store Owners!
2520 US Highway 22 East  Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

(908) 233-5004 • www.wbu.com/scotchplains

Featuring local children as 
“Rahway Community Mice”

Saturday, November 18 at 2 p.m.
Sunday, November 19 at 1 p.m.

Union County Performing Arts Center
Rahway, NJ

Tickets: ucpac.org | 732.499.8226
- Sensory-Friendly performance

Superintendent Dolan
Election Statement

I would like to express my appre-
ciation to Westfield residents for
their cooperation on Election Day.
As I’m sure you would agree, it is of
paramount importance that secu-
rity is enforced at the entrances of
our schools and within our build-
ings to safeguard our students and
staff during the school day. Limit-
ing the entrance and exit points is
necessary for us to ensure this safety
while also providing legal access
for voting. The gyms in four of our
Westfield Public Schools are desig-
nated by the County as polling loca-
tions. I continue to request that lo-
cations other than our schools be
considered and hope that this can
be accomplished. Thank you for
your understanding.

Margaret Dolan, Ed.D.
Superintendent,

Westfield Public Schools

Hartz Seeks Delay in Plan
To Build Apt. Complex
By SARAH McGRAIL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Plans for a huge
apartment development in Cranford
have been put on hold again, this time
indefinitely. Hartz Mountain Indus-
tries, which has made an application
for a site at 750 Walnut Avenue to be
rezoned and for the company to be
allowed to build 905 apartments on
that site, has requested that a hearing
on its application be postponed.

The company was originally due to
present its application to the town-
ship committee in June but deferred
until July and then again until Sep-
tember and October. Now Hartz has
requested the application be post-
poned again but has given no date for
a future presentation.

Cranford Township Attorney Ryan
J. Cooper said this was a request from
Hartz to prolong a previous adjourn-
ment “until further notice.”

The site at 750 Walnut Avenue,
formerly home to Bank of America
offices, is bigger than all of down-
town Cranford, and the company plans
to build apartments for thousands of
people in the space across from Clark
Commons next to Clark’s Hyatt Hills
golf course.

Clark Mayor Sal Bonaccorso and
the Clark Township Council passed a
resolution on July 3 expressing Clark’s
opposition to the development. The
Cranford Board of Education also
has passed a resolution opposing the
proposal — saying that it would “ad-
versely impact the school district” —

which has been forwarded to the Cran-
ford Planning and Zoning boards.

Hartz is asking that the zoning of
the site be altered from commercial to
residential to allow the company to
build the apartments, which it is esti-
mated would increase Cranford’s
population by 8 percent as previously
reported by The Westfield Leader.

Community groups have sprung up
to represent the hundreds of residents
who have turned up at meetings to
express concern over the project.
Keep Cranford Quaint (KCQ) is one
of them, describing themselves as “a
group of residents committed to pre-
venting overdevelopment in the area.”

Cranford Residents Against Over-
development is another group and
has been distributing lawn signs stat-
ing “Say No to 750 Walnut” that can
be seen throughout the town.

Cranford, like other towns, has an
obligation to provide a certain amount
of affordable housing, and Cranford
Mayor Thomas Hannen, Jr. has said
previously that the town is already
meeting that obligation.

Hartz has said that 15 percent of its
development would be low- or mod-
erate-cost housing.

Hartz Attorney James Rhatican did
not respond to calls from The Leader
requesting a comment.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
MINERAL ENTHUSIAST...Naturalist Ruth Yablonsky, of the Trailside Nature
and Science Center, shows a specimen to a young geology enthusiast at the
Mineral, Gem and Jewelry Show held at Trailside this past weekend. The show,
which included more than 20 vendors, was sponsored jointly by the New Jersey
Mineralogical Society and the New Jersey Lapidary Society.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CLOSE RACE...Democrats Bruce Bergen (31,039), left, and Lacey Rzeszowski
(32,499) narrowly lost their bid to unseat Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (35,110)
and Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (34,104) for the District 21 Assembly seats.

Democrats Sweep In Race
For Fanwood Council
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — Democrats main-
tained their unanimous control of the
borough council on Tuesday, win-
ning the two seats up for grabs by an
overwhelming margin.

Councilman Russell Huegel was
re-elected to a fourth term, winning
1,620 votes, while running mate An-
thony Carter, in his first bid for elec-
tive office, was elected to a three-year
term on the governing body with 1,563
votes. He will replace Councilman
Kevin Boris, who did not seek re-
election after six years on the council.
The sole Republican candidate, Brian
Walter, trailed with 876 votes.

The Democrats’ campaign stressed
continued quality-of-life improvements
in Fanwood, including street and road
improvements, the continued redevel-
opment of the South Avenue corridor,
the institution of “one-seat” rides on NJ
Transit into Manhattan and upgrades to
the borough library.

Write-in candidate Amy Boroff re-
ceived 300 votes to win a seat on the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education. Jeanne Cleary, Fanwood’s
representative, did not run for an-
other term and no one’s name was on
the ballot to run in her place, leaving

Ms. Boroff to mount her write-in cam-
paign for the open seat. Evan Murray,
2,495, and Cynthia Clancy, 2,413,
both of Scotch Plains, were unop-
posed in their reelection bids.

At a joyful celebration at Sheelen’s
Crossing after the votes were tallied,
Mayor Colleen Mahr told The
Westfield Leader that, “for us to win
by such a big margin says that regard-
less of political affiliation, Fanwood
residents are pleased with their gov-
ernment and pleased with the direc-
tion of the town.”
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a $50,000 grant received from the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders.

The mayor and several members of
the borough council want to pro-rate the
funds and use a portion of the monies to
make improvements to the fields at
Beechwood School, while the parents
and members of the board of education
are adamant that the most pressing need
at the school is the construction of a
playground, since the 220 elementary-
school students at Beechwood do not
have any outdoor play equipment.

According to Chief School Adminis-
trator Nancy Lubarsky, Ed.D., the school
community understood it would receive
$30,000 from the grant money, and
through an extensive volunteer fund-
raising effort has raised $30,000 in match-
ing funds. While she acknowledged it
was unfortunate that the borough did not
receive the full $90,000 grant, she and
other members of the public repeatedly
noted, “There are many fields in town
but no playground for the students at
Beechwood School.”

Ms. Lubarsky explained that the goal
was to build a playground by the spring
of 2018, which would include equip-
ment for disabled students and residents,
and noted that repairs or upgrades to the
fields at Beechwood were not a priority
for the parents or the members of the
board of education. Board of Education
President James W. Ruban attended the
meeting but spoke only as a parent and
resident. He noted that the money at
issue was county money that the board of
education applied for, and as the board
was responsible for the Beechwood
School facilities, it was the board’s pre-
rogative to determine how the money
should be used.

After almost half an hour of animated
debate, it was decided that a meeting
between the council and the board of
education should be held as soon as was
feasible to resolve the issue of the best
use of the grant funds.

In other business, as the first step to
dealing with what Mayor Mirabelli char-
acterized as “the horrific” traffic on
Mountain Avenue and New Providence
Road, the council agreed to consider a
resolution authorizing the borough engi-
neer to conduct a comprehensive traffic
study in the borough. The mayor noted
that the study would be an important first
step in what likely will be a lengthy
process involving neighboring towns,
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders and the state Department of
Transportation.

The next meeting of the governing
body will be held on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 21.

Sumantha Prasad, respectively.
In the race for Sheriff, Democrat

Peter Corvelli, with 66 percent of the
vote, defeated Republican Marc
Krauss (34 percent) to succeed Joe
Cryan, who was elected Senator, suc-
ceeding long-time lawmaker Ray
Lesniak in the 20th legislative dis-
trict. Mr. Cryan had replaced the late
veteran sheriff Ralph Froehlich in
2013.

Union County Freeholder incum-
bents Chris Hudak and Angel Estrada
and their running mate, Hillside
Mayor Angela Garrison, all Demo-
crats, defeated Republicans Pat
Quattrocchi, Peter Lijoi and Mark
Martini by over 25,000 votes to con-
tinue their 9-0 majority which they
have had since 1998.

Both public questions were ap-
proved. Question no. 1 to borrow
$125 million to modernize and ex-
pand public libraries passed as did
question no. 2 which will now require
that money paid by polluting compa-
nies cannot be used for any other
purpose other than remediation of
tainted land or water.
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field. A partnership with Plainfield would
bolster the chances the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department would secure
the most resources possible, she said.

“When comparing Westfield to a city
like Newark, the number of lead-posi-
tive cases may be dramatically lower.
We’re talking 120 cases in our health
department versus 600 in their health
department,” Ms. Avallone said in de-
scribing the advantageous partnership
she established with Plainfield’s health
department.

“The roll out (lead-testing initiative)
has been so difficult and frustrating. At
this point, I have no idea what it will
look like,” she said.

An official lead awareness program
will be implemented sometime after the
funding amount has been finalized.

In other business, Helen Mendez of
the department said Old Havana res-
taurant will be subject to an upcoming
procedural re-inspection.

Ms. Mendez also stated that Nagoya
Japanese Restaurant was in violation
for a blocked hand-wash sink and its
fish-freezing process. Following an-
other inspection the restaurant was
deemed compliant or “satisfactory.”
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of the total vote. Ms. Guerriero re-
ceived 387, or 19.6 percent of the total
vote, with Ms. Koenig garnering the
third highest votes with 380 tallies, or
19.2 percent. Joseph Miceli, with 322
votes, or 16.3 percent; Kimberly Ficarra,
with 14.8 percent, or 292 votes, and
Arlene Yanogacio, with 184 votes, or 9
percent, were the other candidates on
the ballot.
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