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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
HEROES AMONG US...Local veterans are recognized during half-time of the
Westfield versus Scotch Plains Football game on Saturday.

Lauren S. Barr for The Westfield Leader
HISTORIC WIN...Mayor-elect Shelley Brindle, right, thanks supporters at Ferraro’s during the celebration on Tuesday
night with Campaign Manager Ben Nanna. Mayor-elect Brindle will be Westfield’s first female mayor when she takes office
on Monday, January 1, 2018.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
GRACIOUS CONCESSION...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky concedes the
election to Shelley Brindle on Tuesday night. Mayor Skibitsky was running for a
fourth term as Westfield’s mayor.

History Made as Dems Sweep
Westfield Mayor, Ward Races

By LAUREN S. BARR and
CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — It was a historic
night in Westfield as Michelle
“Shelley” Brindle (7,142) became the
first female mayor of Westfield, beat-
ing out incumbent Republican Andy
Skibitsky (4,598). The Democrats
also swept all four wards for the first
time in Westfield history.

In Ward 1 Linda Habgood (2,017)
beat incumbent Republican Sam Della

Fera (1,157).
Michael Dardia, the first Democrat

ever elected to hold a council seat in
Ward 2, beat out fellow newcomer
James Corcoran, 1,601 to 1,199.

Democrat David Contract beat in-
cumbent Republican David Oliveira
1,486 to 1,162.

In the fourth ward Democrat Dawn
Mackey bested Republican incum-
bent Keith Loughlin, 1,644 to 1,229.
Libertarian candidate Valerio
Bruscianelli received 19 votes.

“I really am speechless,” Mayor-
elect Brindle told the crowd gathered
at Ferraro’s.

She thanked her family for their
support; along with her campaign
staff, including Manager Ben Nanna.
“I like to surround myself with people
who have shared values. The type of
people that are in this room tonight.”

“We are going to take this energy
and enthusiasm and plow it into our
local government,” she said to the
cheering crowd.

Before coming to Ferraro’s to con-
gratulate Mayor-elect Brindle, Mayor
Skibitsky told his supporters gath-
ered at the Ward Mansion, “I couldn’t
be prouder of the people I served with
over the years.”

“Thank you for all you have done,”
he said to his fellow council members.

Fourth Ward Councilman Keith
Loughlin told the crowd that these
were not the results they wanted, and
thanked everybody in the room for all
their support. He added that it was his
honor to serve as councilman for eight
years in the fourth ward.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, who
is also chairman of the Westfield Re-
publican Committee, told The
Westfield Leader, “you can see there
is a reaction here, to last year’s elec-
tion,” he said of the Westfield may-
oral and council election results.

“As you recall, Westfield did not
vote for (Donald) Trump, (and) this is
a reaction to all that,” he said.

In Westfield’s Board of Education
(BOE) election, incumbent Margaret
“Peggy” Oster (3,800), along with new-
comers Lynn Benner (3,475) and Kent
Diamond (2,785) beat out Anthony
Marotta (1,911) and Simon Cirasa
(1,862) to fill the three seats. Current
BOE members Mark Friedman and Chris
Langhart opted not to seek re-election.

The newly elected officials will take
office on Monday, January 1, 2018.

Democrats Expand Control
Of Cranford Committee

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Democrats ex-
panded their control of the township
committee on Tuesday, winning both
seats that were up for grabs, including
one held by a Republican.

Deputy Mayor Patrick Giblin was
re-elected with 4,436 votes while run-
ning mate Jean-Albert Maisonneuve,
in his first run for office, received
3,990 votes. Republican Andis
Kalnins received 3,618 votes in his
bid for another term while running
mate Richard Buontempo garnered
3,615, according to unofficial tallies.

The Democrats’ twin victories
means the 2018 township committee
will be made up of four Democrats
and one Republican.

At a subdued election night event
at the Garlic Rose restaurant, town-
ship Republican Party Chairman Bob
Donovan told the crowd of about 35
people that “the people of Cranford

have spoken,” adding, with a shrug,
“That’s baseball, I guess.” He said
“the town is changing, the demograph-
ics are changing.” And he expressed
some disbelief that voters want to see
an all-Democratic county freeholder
board and four Democrats on the
township committee.

At the Democrats’ election night
celebration at Kilkenny House, Mr.
Giblin told The Westfield Leader that
he was “humbled” by the election
results and said he looked forward to
working with “all members of the
township committee to serve the resi-
dents.”

Cranford Board of Education mem-
bers Lisa Carbone, Kurt Petschow, Jr.
and Kristen Mallon were re-elected
on Tuesday, receiving 3,634, 2,995
and 2,737 votes, respectively. Chal-
lenger Rita Della Valle trailed with
2,491 votes. Board member Daniel
Demarco, who ran unopposed for a
one-year term, received 3,204 votes.

GOP’s Andre, Turner Win
Mountainside Council Race

State Lawmakers Win;
Munoz Edges Rzeszowski

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION – In a landslide on Tues-
day, voters elected Democrat Phil
Murphy as New Jersey’s next gover-
nor, and reelected several state law-
makers in Districts 21 and 22 and
reelected two Union County incum-
bent freeholders. Voters also picked a
new sheriff and chose a new free-
holder for the nine-seat county board.

Outside of the expected victory of
Mr. Murphy over Kim Guadagno in
the race to succeed Chris Christie,
Republican state Senator Tom Kean,
Jr., defeated Democrat Jill Lazare,
while Republican Assemblyman Jon

Bramnick won reelection. His run-
ning mate, Assemblywoman Nancy
Munoz (R-21st, Summit), also won
her reelection bid by some 1,600 votes
district-wide over Lacey Rzeszowski.
Bruce Bergen, the current chairman
of the Union County Freeholder
board, finished fourth.

In District 22, Senator Nick Scutari
and Assemblymen Jerry Green and
James Kennedy, all Democrats, de-
feated GOP Senate candidate Joseph
Bonilla and GOP Assembly candi-
dates John Quattrocchi and Richard
Fortunato, and independent Assem-
bly hopefuls Onel Martinez and

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Borough resi-
dents voted to return Republicans Deanna
Andre and Keith Turner to the borough
council on Tuesday.

Mr. Turner received 1,316 votes, rep-
resenting 28.45 percent of the ballots
cast. Ms. Andre received 1,305 votes, or
28.21 percent. Their Democratic chal-
lengers were Carlos Gomez, who drew
1,017 votes, or 21.98 percent, and Lauren
Cook, who garnered 983 votes, or 21.25

percent.
Additionally, incumbent Dante Gioia

and Dana Guidicipietro were elected to
the two open seats on the Mountainside
Board of Education. They had been
unopposed.

While the votes were being tallied,
voices were being raised at the Moun-
tainside Borough Council work meet-
ing. Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli and resi-
dents, along with members of the board
of education, argued over the best use of
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Todisco, McCormack Are
Garwood Projected Winners

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Council President
Sara Todisco, a Democrat, and Richard
McCormack, a Republican, are pro-
jected to have won Tuesday’s borough
council election. Wednesday morning
calculations had Mr. McCormack lead-
ing Democrat Russ Graham by only
nine votes. Provisional ballots were
still being calculated by the Union
County Board of Elections, with a mar-

ginal victory possible for either candi-
date.

The number of estimated provisional
ballots could be anywhere from 14 to
20 ballots, officials said.

Ms. Todisco received a total of 709
votes followed by Mr. McCormack
with 679 votes and Mr. Graham’s 670
tallies. Republican Michael Collings
received 653 votes. Democrats cur-
rently hold a 4-2 majority on the coun-
cil. Councilman Lou Petruzzelli, a
Democrat, did not seek reelection.

Also on Tuesday, Albert Del Conte
was elected as a new member to the
Garwood Board of Education. Mr. Del
Conte was elected alongside current

board members Linda Koenig and
Christine Guerriero, who won reelec-
tion on Tuesday night. Mr. Del Conte,
Ms. Koenig and Ms. Guerriero won by
popular vote in a six-candidate race for
three open board seats. All three indi-
viduals will serve a three-year term
starting in January 2018.

Board member Mary Ann Kjetsaa
was elected after running unopposed
for a one-year term. Ms. Kjetsaa re-
ceived the most votes of any board of
education candidate with an estimated
424 tallies.

Mr. Del Conte received the highest
vote total with 404 votes, or 20 percent

Health Department Waiting
For Lead Testing Funding
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Before January 1,
the board of health will receive state
funding to test for lead exposure and
poisoning in individuals. In total, Gov-
ernor Chris Christie has set aside $10
million to assist lead-testing initiatives
for all the health departments state-
wide. How much money will be ear-
marked for the Westfield Regional
Health Department’s initiatives against
lead poisoning has not been determined.

The state has lowered the lead-posi-
tive “action threshold,” meaning the
threshold deeming an individual lead
positive has been lowered, which could
theoretically result in more lead-posi-
tive cases, Westfield Health Officer
Megan Avallone stated at Monday’s
board of health meeting.

Ms. Avallone said parents will be-
come cognizant of materials contain-

ing lead. The traditional notion was
lead poisoning only comes from rusty
pipes or corroded paint.

“Lead is often found in toys manu-
factured overseas, spices, makeup,” Ms.
Avallone said.

State officials put the funding distri-
bution process on temporary hold days
before Monday’s board of health meet-
ing.

In previous discussions, state offi-
cials informed Ms. Avallone that fund-
ing will be distributed based on lead-
positive cases per population.

Ms. Avallone informed health board
members that the $10 million is not a lot
of money when discussing all the pos-
sible lead-positive cases in the entire
state and all the health departments the
money should subsidize. She said the
notion prompted her to reach out to
health community contacts in Plain-
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
DEMOCRAT SWEEP...Union County Democrats celebrate their victory Tues-
day night at Gran Centurions in Clark. Pictured, from left to right, are: Freehold-
ers Al Mirabella and Linda Carter, Freeholder Vice-Chairman Sergio Granados
and Chairman Bruce Bergen, Freeholder-elect Angela Garretson, Freeholders
Angel Estrada and Chris Hudak and State Senator Nick Scutari. Mr. Hudak and
Mr. Estrada were reelected along with Ms. Garretson, the current Hillside mayor,
as was Sen. Scutari. Mr. Bergen lost a close election bid for State Assembly.


