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One-Seat Ride Talk Resurfaces
At Rail Coalition Meeting

By SHANNA C. KELLY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Ten percent of
the New Jersey Transit riders
come from the Raritan area, but
the correlating 10 percent of di-
rect rides to Manhattan is virtu-
ally nonexistent for these com-
muters, officials said at the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition meet-
ing held Monday night in the
Cranford Community Center.

During the meeting, which at-
tracted a packed room of com-
muters and elected officials from
area towns including Cranford
and Westfield, updates on the

coalition one-seat ride efforts as
well as other transportation-re-
lated topics such as the Hudson
River Tunnel Project, Amtrak’s
Gateway Project and the Penn
Station repairs were discussed.

At the December 16, 2016
meeting it was stated that add-
ing one-seat rides in off-peak
hours would not work because
of the money required for an-
other train set and crew, yard
space in Raritan, people to main-
tain the train, the electric power
to run it and more. Not to men-
tion that all the time slots cur-
rently are taken up.

Peter Palmer, chairman of the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition, who
also serves as chairman of the
North Jersey Transportation Plan-
ning Authority’s Board of Trust-
ees as well as Somerset County
Freeholder director, sent a letter
to the executive director at NJ
Transit, Steve Santoro, asking
for an 8 p.m. one-seat ride train.

According to Mr. Palmer, if
this train went to Penn Station
instead of Newark, then it would
not require all the extra costs
mentioned above and would not
interfere with the existing
schedule.

Mr. Palmer received no re-
sponse from Mr. Santoro.

Mindy Scarlett of Scarlett Ryan
Consulting expressed the ur-
gency of community members
utilizing the outlets that are avail-
able such as the Raritan Valley
Rail Coalition website and social
media.

“It’s all about making your
voices heard,” Ms. Scarlett said.

Currently, there is a petition
out for one-seat rides available
on the coalition’s website with
nearly 3,000 signatures, which
she hopes will increase in order
to make the issue more difficult
for politicians to ignore.

Ms. Scarlett shared that the
number of visitors to the Raritan
Valley Rail Coalition website has
decreased over the past six
months, adding to the urgency of
people acting to get the word out
about the petition through re-
sources such as Facebook.

But signatures on the petition
have not just been from train
riders; the issue at hand appears
to stretch a lot farther than the
convenience of commuters.

“This is more than about com-
muters,” said Kathleen Miller

WORKING IT...There are still two chances to see 9 to 5, The Musical, at CDC
Theatre in Cranford on Friday, May 19 and Saturday, May 20. Based on the
1980 hit movie with music and lyrics by Dolly Parton, this hilarious story of
friendship and revenge in the Rolodex era is outrageous, thought-provoking, and
even a little romantic. Pictured, from left to right, Hannah Schroeder as Doralee,
Melissa Timpson as Violet and Kara Wilson as Judy are pushed to the boiling
point and concoct a plan to get even with the sexist, egotistical, lying, hypocritical
bigot they call their boss. In a hilarious turn of events, Violet, Judy and Doralee
live out their wildest fantasy - giving their boss the boot. For tickets and
information, visit www.cdctheatre.org.

Alex Bernstein to Discuss
Comedy Circuit Memoir

CRANFORD — Cranford resi-
dent Alex Bernstein will talk about
his recently published memoir,
“Plrknib,” on Wednesday, May
31, at 7:30 p.m., at the Cranford
Community Center. The Com-
munity Center is located at 220
Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

In “Plrknib,” Mr. Bernstein takes
the “I’m with the band” vibe from
Almost Famous and flips it into
“I’m with the comics.” Mr.
Bernstein, also the author of “Mis-
erable Holiday Stories,” brings
his audience back to 1980 to tell
a coming-of-age story set in the
breakneck world of stand-up
comedy.

At 16, Mr. Bernstein became
the youngest regular at
Cincinnati’s premiere comedy
club, d.w. eye. But as the pres-
sure to keep up with the older

comics grew, he looked for some-
thing — some edge — to help him
compete. He then found one:
Plrknib, the perfect joke. But
using the joke came with a ter-
rible price.

Set against the bohemian,
downtown comedy boom of the
early ’80s, “Plrknib” is described
as a breezy, bittersweet memoir
about love, friendship and find-
ing one’s own punch lines. Mr.
Bernstein will have copies of
“Plrknib” available for purchase
and for signing. Admission is free
and all are welcome.

The Cranford Public Library will
sponsor this program. To see a
list of upcoming programs spon-
sored by the library and the
Friends of the Cranford Public
Library, go to cranfordlibrary.org
and click on Upcoming Events.

ARBOR OF LOVE...Union County Freeholder Chairman Bruce H. Bergen,
right, and Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, left, present resolutions to the sixth-
grade winners of the 2017 Union County Arbor Day Poetry Contest. Catherine
Dustin from the Lincoln School in Garwood won first place, George Cueva (not
pictured) from Duarte-Marti School  No. 28 in Elizabeth won second place and
Eliana Ficarra from Lincoln School in Garwood won third place. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE




