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In the Cougar second,
Armstrong drilled a triple to cen-
ter and on the play, centerfielder
Stevie Barden was injured and
was replaced by Arthur Xiao, who
took over right field, while Wolf
shifted to center. Armstrong, who
finished 2-for-3, scored the first
of his two runs when Dan
Magliano (2-for-3) beat out an
infield single to tie the score.

The Westfield fourth inning was
interesting. James Friel (2-for-
4) hooked a double to right but
later got caught in a rundown
between second and third for the
first out. Vall-Llobera reached on
an error and was replaced by
courtesy runner Owen Kessler.
Manning was hit-by-a-pitch and
Xiao hopped an RBI single over
second. Pancini, who struck out
his first at-bat and was hit-by-a-
pitch in the third, stepped for-
ward and yanked a sharp two-
run double to left, giving Westfield
a 4-1 lead.

“In the beginning of the game,
I had a tough time but I had guys
to back me up,” Pancini com-
mented.

Armstrong got the Cougars go-
ing again in the fourth with a
leadoff single over second, moved
to second on Matt Perino’s walk
and scored on Szczech’s slow
single by short.

“I saw him well the first couple
of at-bats. I tried to not do too
much. I did what I had to do,”

Armstrong said.
Friel singled in a scoreless

Westfield fifth but Ryan Bakie (2-
for-4, stolen base) got the Cou-
gars excited with a solo blast
over the leftfield fence, tighten-
ing the score, 4-3.

“He was trying to work the
corner of the plate. He got me

with a fastball on the outside
corner pretty early. Tried to come
back with an inside fastball. I got
my hands around it and I took it
to left,” Bakie described.

The rally was cut short when
Pancini made a great over-the-
shoulder catch in shallow center
for the second out and Cougar
James Shriner got caught in a
rundown for the third out.

“It was kind of hit in no man’s
land. The outfielders were not
going to be able to get it and I
just went out to it and put my
best effort into it,” Pancini re-
called.

It appeared that the Blue Dev-
ils were not going to score in the
sixth with two outs and Pancini
on first but Matt LaCorte slammed
an RBI double to center and Jake
Lerie added icing with an RBI
single to right for a 6-3 lead. Hiltz
did the rest.

“We knew beating this team
three times was going to be

tough. We played together, big
hits, timely hits. I think what
really set the tone was Matt
LaCorte’s double. There were two
outs. That broke it open and
gave us the rally,” Pancini said.

“I had two hits. I got picked off
once. That wasn’t very good but
I have been hitting the ball well
lately and I am trying to help out
when I can as the DH. That’s all
I do,” Friel humbly said. “I don’t
know if it set in yet. I’m definitely
happy. I lost my voice again and
my head hurts from yelling.”
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