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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

A Quiet Passion
Rhyme and Reason

4 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

Digging into my trove of words
rarely used to describe most mov-
ies, but certainly apt in the case of
director Terence Davies’s biopic of
the American poet Emily Dickinson,
A Quiet Passion, I have located and
here employ the term, highbrowed.
Truth be told, though I spent much
of my formative years at institu-
tions of higher learning where one
can stave off the inevitability of
work and earn a degree or two by
paying the tuition and showing up
for class somewhat regularly, I esti-
mate that I just barely learned
enough to appreciate this master-
piece.

Continuing in my hifalutin assay
of expressions pertinent to this
highly intelligent work, note that
I’ve never really liked referring to a
film as diverting. Diverting from
what? The mere idea conjures all
sorts of beleaguering horrors that
have caused me to duck into the
local Bijou, like Quasimodo seek-
ing sanctuary in Notre Dame. How-
ever and nonetheless, sitting in the
theater and munching on the high
ideals and civility that encompass
the albeit often sad and gloomy life
of this major American literary fig-
ure, I had indeed temporarily made
an escape of sorts.

Outside, lousy drivers were
screaming obscenities, crooked ty-
coons, oligarchs and politicians
were teaming to feed their money
addiction, and half our numbers
couldn’t care less about the
wellbeing of their fellow country-
men. Their behavior all but abne-
gates the beauty of such higher con-
templations. I am for the moment
safe inside, a snob, unwilling to
relinquish what the fuddy-duddy,
patriotic grammar school teachers
taught me about the Founding Fa-
thers’ dreams. It was about creating
a society where truth and humane
pursuits would be held in esteem,
not scoffed.

Up on the screen, sweet Miss
Dickinson, beset with the analogous
troubles of her own time, understands
only too well the nihilism, despair
and loneliness that comes of
humankind’s inability/and or desire
to best utilize the gift of democracy
it has been bestowed. And, because
she is a woman nearly a century
before suffrage is enacted, and sla-
very is still very much the law of the
land among her Southern neighbors,
these and other grave political mat-
ters can’t hide from her condemna-
tion, wittily slipped into the poet’s
politely acerbic commentary.

Listening to Dickinson’s obser-
vations as she interacts with rela-
tives and friends on the way to be-
coming a dedicated poet, though
hardly acknowledged in her own
time, you wish you had a libretto to
reflect on later. Culled from her
correspondences and doubtlessly
tweaked for effect by director-writer
Davies, the steady stream of ex-
quisitely delivered bon mots repre-
sents only a portion of the thespic
excellence Cynthia Nixon exempli-
fies in her empathic, loving and
cerebrally astute depiction of the
literary lioness.

Set at the family home in Amherst,
Massachusetts, from where the ulti-
mately reclusive Miss Dickinson
rarely ventured, the action, though
composed mostly of conversations,
achieves an absorbing fluidity.
While this is in part due to some
very engaging performances by
those playing the writer’s family
members and her inner coterie, ku-
dos goes to the cinematographer’s
dramatically perceptive survey of
the Dickinson home’s interior. The
peripatetic camera caresses the walls
and appurtenances, poetically
matching the emotional and literary
subjects at hand.

Complementing the quietly ex-
citing visuals are the wonderful,
period piece costumes, at once dig-
nifying and hampering in their per-
ceived rigidity. You muse, ‘Gee,
how long does it take to put that
stuff on every day? I’m itchy just

thinking about it.’ But it is an often
gauzy view we get. Perhaps offset-
ting to some filmgoers, but an
achievement in ambient lighting, the
art director’s realistic settings say
volumes about the sociological ef-
fect that dim and tentative candle-
light had on our pre-Edison ances-
tors. While limiting in a host of
ways, it certainly bred thinking.

And in that persuading light, the
mulling so telling of the times most
often alights on thoughts of the
church, faith, piety and the near
certainty of an afterlife. In this re-
spect, our poet célèbre, adamant
about not letting anyone dictate her
relationship with G-d, is terrifically
eloquent in her speculations. Un-
like her father, an avowed true be-
liever, but like him in that lawyer
Edward Dickinson is imbued with
that liberal Yankee spirit, Emily is a
caution to friends and family who
are adoringly appalled by her inde-
pendent thinking. We applaud it.
You go Emily!

But beware, dear reader. As film-
maker Davies’s splendid effort all
but assures that his narrative is as
accurate as the medium allows, it
comes as no surprise when he pulls
no punches. In time, following an
enchanting exposition that cel-
ebrates the seemingly limitless pros-
pects of a brilliant mind, the as-
saulting rigors that bend our des-
tiny rear their often ugly heads. But
this, alas, is where life’s lessons are
learned. And it is through Emily
Dickinson’s beautifully humanistic
example that “A Quiet Passion” fer-
vently enunciates the inescapable
poetry in our journey.

***
A Quiet Passion, rated PG-13, is a

Music Box Films release directed by
Terence Davies and stars Cynthia
Nixon, Jennifer Ehle and Duncan
Duff. Running time: 125 minutes.

UCPAC Hosts Wine, Cheese,
Chocolate Party Fundraiser

Majestic Winds to Perform
Concert at Ehrhart Gardens

Madrigal Singers to present
Spring Concert on May 21

WORKING IT...There are still two chances to see 9 to 5, The Musical, at CDC
Theatre in Cranford on Friday, May 19 and Saturday, May 20. Based on the 1980
hit movie with music and lyrics by Dolly Parton, this hilarious story of friendship
and revenge in the Rolodex era is outrageous, thought-provoking, and even a little
romantic. Pictured, from left to right, Hannah Schroeder as Doralee, Melissa
Timpson as Violet and Kara Wilson as Judy are pushed to the boiling point and
concoct a plan to get even with the sexist, egotistical, lying, hypocritical bigot they
call their boss. In a hilarious turn of events, Violet, Judy and Doralee live out their
wildest fantasy - giving their boss the boot. For tickets and information, visit
www.cdctheatre.org.

You’ll Get
 Results with

Classified Ads!
     One classified advertiser tells 
another what a big selling job a little 
LEADER/TIMES Ad can do. The 
classified advertising section of these 
newspapers are like a great “market 
place” where buyer meets seller . . . 
with the most gratifying results for 
both. Try and see!

908-232-4407
goleader.com/form/classified

Memorial Day Passport Fair at  
Westfield Post Office 

153 Central Ave 
Westfield, NJ 07090 

Monday May 29, 2017 
9:00AM-1:00PM

Come in without appointment to apply for a passport, get photo taken and sent out all in one day. 

For Additional Information visit us at: 
https://www.usps.com/international/passports.htm

Standard Processing  
4-6 weeks 
$80 UNDER age 16 
$110 OVER age 16 
Fees paid to: 
US Dept. Of State 

Expedited Processing 
 2-3 weeks 
$60 Expediting 
$15.45 Express Mail Return 
Fees paid to: 
US Dept. Of State 

Per Applicant Paid to: 
USPS 
$25 Execution Fee 
$15 Photos 
Expedited optional 
Express Mail $23.75 

Download & print or fill out applications in 
BLACK INK ONLY 

in advance at: 

www.travel.state.gov 

If you complete your application in advance 

DO NOT SIGN IT. 
You will be required to sign it in person when 

You bring it to a Post Office Location. 

ORIGINAL: 
Raised Seal Birth Certificate with Parental Information or Naturalization Document REQUIRED 

Cash, Check or Money Order only 

908-482-8855

RAHWAY – Aside from warm, pool
weather and bright green foliage, this
summer also brings the Union County
Performing Arts Center's Wine,
Cheese and Chocolate Party back to
Rahway. This event is a yearly
fundraiser for the UCPAC, a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization whose mis-
sion statement reads: to "provide qual-
ity programming and performances
that strive to be educational, afford-
able, and enrich the arts within our
diverse communities." Those wish-
ing to support the theater and attend
the tasting, which will take place on
Friday, June 2 from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. at the theater's Hamilton Stage,
must be 21 or over. The event will be
held outside of the venue under a tent.
In the event of rain, the event will still
take place and will be moved inside.

The opportunity to socialize with
new and old friends and network with
supporters of the performing arts
makes this event a priceless experi-
ence. The wine for the evening is
provided by various vendors through
Witty's Fine Wines and Liquors and
Metro Liquors, located locally in
Rahway. There will also be a selec-
tion of cheeses and delicious choco-
lates for patrons to enjoy. From 6 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m., pianist Joe Regan will
provide musical accompaniment to
this evening of food and friends. Mr.

Regan's achievements include win-
ning a MAC (Manhattan Association
of Cabarets) Award in 2007 for Best
Revue and being nominated in 2008,
2009, 2010, and 2015 for Piano Bar
Instrumentalist.

Tickets to UCPAC's Wine, Cheese
and Chocolate Party are $25 and can
be purchased online at ucpac.org, over
the phone by calling (732) 499-8226
or in person at the box office.

A package deal is also available at
ucpac.org/packages, which includes
tickets to both the Party and “He Said,
She Said," an Ivy League of Comedy
event taking place after the Party at 9
p.m. on the Hamilton Stage. Two co-
medians, Jon Fisch and Ophira
Eisenberg, the former single and the
latter married, provide commentary
on their very different lives. The price
of the package deal is $45, meaning
patrons can save $10 by buying to-
gether rather than purchasing for each
event separately. Box office hours are
Tuesday through Saturday 11 a.m. to
5 p.m., with extended hours of 11
a.m. to 8 p.m. on Thursdays.

The Union County Performing Arts
Center's box office is located at 1601
Irving Street, Rahway. Hamilton Stage,
where both events will be held, is
located at 360 Hamilton Street in
Rahway and is easily accessible to
major roads and public transportation.

UNION – Majestic Winds, the pro-
fessional wind band of the New Jer-
sey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA),
will present a spring concert at the
Ehrhart Gardens, 100 Frances Court,
Union on Thursday, May 25 at 7:30
p.m. The ensemble will be directed
by Howard Toplansky, an NJWA staff
instrumental instructor.

“Our musical offerings are geared
to please a variety of musical tastes
and range from Renaissance to Rag-
time favorites,” stated Mr. Toplansky.

“Das Pensionat” Overture by Franz
von Suppe, Selections from “The Um-
brellas of Cherbourg” by Michel
Legrand and “Accelerations Waltz”
by Johann Strauss will be the main
selections on the first half of the con-

cert.  “Ballet Egyptien” by Alexandre
Luigini,  “Night in the Tropics” by
Louis Moreau Gottschalk and Hono-
lulu Rag will also be featured on this
program. Several fine marches will
also be performed which include
“Sons of the Brave” by Thomas
Bidgood, and “Arromanches” by
Albert E. Kelly.

Additional numbers included in this
concert are: “Folk Festival” by Dmitri
Shostakovich and “Millennium Ech-
oes” by Dan Barlawsky.

This event is open to the public.
Admission is free and contributions
will be gratefully accepted. For addi-
tional information about NJWA or
Majestic Winds, call (908) 789-9696
or email njwaband@att.net.

New Jersey Protégée Joins
NJFO for Season Finale

WESTFIELD – The Madrigal Sing-
ers will present their annual Spring
Concert, “Summer is Coming,” on
Sunday, May 21 at the First United
Methodist Church, One East Broad
Street, in Westfield at 3 p.m. General
admission, available at the door, is
$15; admission for students and se-
niors is $10.

The program will feature music
from the English Golden Age, includ-
ing Thomas Tallis’ Lamentations of
Jeremiah, Part I, and works by Will-
iam Byrd, John Dowland, Orlando
Gibbons, Henry Purcell and many
others.

The Madrigal Singers are an a
capella choral group specializing in
Mediaeval and Renaissance music.
The group, founded in 1948, is cur-
rently under the direction of John
Sichel, and is comprised of sopranos
Martha Desmond, Heather Keith and
Amy Wechsler; altos Donna
Brumbaugh, Roberta Lichtenberg,
Jennifer Melick, Holly Hartline and
Sarah Riffel; tenors Tim Brown, Ri-
chard DeVany, Christopher Ferro and
Gustavo Sanchez; and basses Greg
Hartline, Scott Hobson and Kirk
Robbins. Judy Sullivan will perform
the readings.

The center piece of the living room
is a framed kimono, brought to
America by a great, great uncle of
the owner, William Bullitt.

A residence that houses children,
the second floor boasts of unique
bedrooms designed in vibrant col-
ors, a spacious “art room” on the
first floor with a display of children’s
artwork and a one-of-a-kind powder
room that features family photo-
graphs.

Other notable trademarks in the
home include a large triptych in the
dining room that depicts a scene of
water and mountains, china and crys-
tal closets that display family an-
tiques and a basement that acts as a
mini-apartment.

The Ferguson Home, a colonial on
Highland Avenue, built in 1910, de-
signed by Marty McDevitt, possesses
a number of distinctive antiques from
an Indiana farm belonging to the
owners of the residence.

Some of the notable antiques in-
clude a trunk that was used to trans-
fer important papers that belonged
to the Vice-President during the War
of 1812, a spinning wheel that acts
as a focal point in the living room,
and a church pew from a 1800’s
decommissioned church on the fam-
ily property that sits in the office.

The black and white framed pho-
tographs of the Indiana farm that
adorn the walls in the second floor
guest room, taken in the 1930’s, go
one step further to give the house a
historical feel.

Other interesting features include
a fireplace in the living room set off
by mirrors and a rare book collec-
tion inherited by the owner from her
grandfather, who served as presi-
dent of the American University in
Cairo, and a collection of family
quilts framed in the master bedroom.

The tour also featured live music
provided by gifted musicians from
the Junior Musical Club in Westfield
and proceeds from the tour go to the
NJFO and to support educational
outreach and music therapy programs.
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Home Tour

Sophia Bacelar

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, May
20 at 7 p.m. at the Presbyterian Church
in Westfield New Jersey Festival Or-
chestra (NJFO) will presents “Battle
of the Titans,” where Tchaikovsky
meets Mahler in a magnificent season
finale of dazzling bravura and epic
instrumentation.

The orchestra will be joined by the
outstanding Cuban-Chinese cellist
Sophia Bacelar as soloist for
Tchaikovsky’s cheerful and im-
mensely demanding cello showpiece
Variations on a Rococo Theme, one
of the composer’s most popular
pieces.

Characterized by
carefree charm and
grace, the work reflects
Tchaikovsky’s adoration
of the music of Mozart
and his idealized percep-
tion of the 18th century
rococo style. The cello
part is highly virtuosic
and demanding of the
soloist, becoming in-
creasingly expansive
and technically brilliant
as the variations
progress.

Internationally acclaimed young
cellist Sophia Bacelar is ready to take
on this challenge. Playing on a 1914
Giulio Degani cello restored by her
father, luthier Alejandro Bacelar, who
lives and works in Martinsville, NJ,
Sophia has already performed as so-
loist throughout Europe, North
America, and Asia in various presti-
gious venues such as Carnegie Hall,
the Berliner Philharmonie, Le Théâtre
des Champs-Élysées, Cité de la
Musique, the Fondation Louis
Vuitton, and Alice Tully Hall. In 2016,
she was awarded 2nd Prize at the
Antonio Janigro International Com-
petition.  Before The Juilliard School
and Le Conservatoire National
Supérieur de Paris, Sophia attended
high school in Martinsville, NJ. She
is currently pursuing her graduate
studies at the Hochschule für Musik
Hanns Eisler as well as working at the
Fondation Louis Vuitton as a laureate
of the "Classe d'Excellence."

With its innovative harmonies, tech-
nically challenging orchestration, and
spellbinding emotional range,
Mahler's monumental Symphony No.
1 then brings the NJFO 2016-2017
season to an inspiring and soul-stir-

ring conclusion. This wild, exuberant
First Symphony is epic in all propor-
tions and the full power of the New
Jersey Festival Orchestra will be on
heroic display.

Says NJFO Music Director David
Wroe, “I think this concert will be the
dramatic high point of the NJFO sea-
son. You won't want to miss this young
celebrity in the making who clearly
has a brilliant career ahead. And the
outstanding music will leave you up-
lifted and refreshed. I can hardly imag-
ine a better way to round off what has
been a wonderful year for us.”

WQXR writer and
music historian,
Michael Rosin will of-
fer a free pre-concert
lecture for ticket hold-
ers at 6 p.m. in the Pres-
byterian Church
Chapel. Michael’s lec-
ture is an informative
and engaging way to
learn more about the
composers and their re-
spective masterpieces
before the concert.

“Battle of the Titans”
takes place on Saturday,

May 20 at 7 p.m. at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield and will be re-
peated on Sunday, May 21 at 3 p.m. at
The Concert Hall, Drew University
in Madison. Tickets range in price
from $28 to $76 with a special dis-
count price of $15 for students. For
tickets and further information, go to
www.njfestivalorchestra.org or call
(908) 232-9400.

The Sleeping Beauty at the
War Memorial in Trenton

NEW BRUNSWICK – Princeton
Ballet School, the official school of
American Repertory Ballet, will
present the full-length classical ballet
The Sleeping Beauty on Saturday,
May 20 at the Patriots Theater at the
War Memorial in Trenton, NJ. Per-
formances will be at 2 p.m and 7 p.m.
Tickets are $35 and are on sale now at
www.arballet.org.

Any enrolled Princeton Ballet
School student is able to participate
in the annual spring production, in-
cluding young students in children’s
ballet levels and adult students in
open enrollment classes.

For more information about Ameri-
can Repertory Ballet and Princeton
Ballet School, please visit
www.arballet.org

Reading is Good For You
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