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One-Seat Ride Talk Resurfaces
At Rail Coalition Meeting

Westfield Commences Process Of
Implementing Downtown Changes

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Two ordinances
were introduced Tuesday by the town
council that are a result of short-term
recommendations made by the
Downtown Task Force. Also Tues-
day, the oral argument for the law-
suit against the Stop & Shop expan-
sion took place, Town Attorney Russ
Finestein said. A decision is expected
in June or July, he noted. He said he
expects the decision to affirm the
Westfield Planning Board’s decision.

Director of Public Works Greg
O’Neil received recognition for re-
ceiving the Director Excellence
Award from the Public Works Asso-
ciation of New Jersey. The award
recognizes a member for outstand-
ing integrity, ethics and ability in the
public works services profession as

a director.
“We have been so fortunate...We

have been able to transform our pub-
lic works department,” Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea said.

Mr. O’Neil said the transforma-
tion has been possible with the sup-
port from the town and a “team ef-
fort.”

“I am the one who is fortunate
enough to have found this beautiful
town,” Mr. O’Neil said. He said he
was “afforded the autonomy to do
the job with great, great people.”

An ordinance was amended to es-
tablish a section pertaining to side-
walk signs. Currently sidewalk signs,
such as A-frame, sandwich board
style signs, are used by retailers in
the downtown, but those signs are
not permitted. The ordinance would
allow for those signs, and provide

specifics as to the size and place-
ment of the signs, among other spe-
cifics. Also, the retailer would be
required to buy a permit for $25
annually, and provide insurance.

The Land Use Ordinance also
would be amended, once adopted, to
change the handling of parking re-
quirements, add some allowable
uses, allow certain non-retail busi-
nesses on the ground level on North
Avenue and South Avenue, allow
use of basement space for functions
that are auxiliary to the use provided
on the ground level, allow use of a
space on a temporary basis that would
also not need to comply with parking
requirements for up to 60 days, al-
low shared use of one tenant space,
and allow a walk-window to sell
goods. It also removes stair towers
and elevator bulkheads, as well as
decorative architectural features,
from the calculation of building
height. Some signage policy also is
to be amended in the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Awning signs will be allowed
with conditions.

A full review of the sign ordinance
is to be conducted, according to Mr.
Gildea. “It’s a very big undertak-
ing,” he said.

Parking requirements that are not
conformed to, that require up to 10
spaces, can be reviewed by the zon-
ing officer, instead of filing a vari-
ance application and being heard by
the planning board. For those defi-
cient in 11 to 20 spaces, the site plan
subcommittee of the planning board
would review the application, as part
of the amended ordinance.

“This is a start,” said Tom
Harrington, who owns properties
downtown, in response to hearing
the changes that would occur. He
also noted that rents in the down-
town are down 15 to 20 percent.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky also noted

By SHANNA C. KELLY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Ten percent of
the New Jersey Transit riders come
from the Raritan area, but the corre-
lating 10 percent of direct rides to
Manhattan is virtually nonexistent
for these commuters, officials said
at the Raritan Valley Rail Coalition
meeting held Monday night in the
Cranford Community Center.

During the meeting, which at-
tracted a packed room of commut-
ers and elected officials from area
towns including Cranford and

Westfield, updates on the coalition
one-seat ride efforts as well as other
transportation-related topics such
as the Hudson River Tunnel Project,
Amtrak’s Gateway Project and the
Penn Station repairs were discussed.

At the December 16, 2016 meet-
ing it was stated that adding one-
seat rides in off-peak hours would
not work because of the money re-
quired for another train set and crew,
yard space in Raritan, people to
maintain the train, the electric power
to run it and more. Not to mention
that all the time slots currently are
taken up.

Peter Palmer, chairman of the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition, who
also serves as chairman of the North
Jersey Transportation Planning
Authority’s Board of Trustees as
well as Somerset County Freeholder
director, sent a letter to the execu-
tive director at NJ Transit, Steve
Santoro, asking for an 8 p.m. one-
seat ride train.

According to Mr. Palmer, if this
train went to Penn Station instead
of Newark, then it would not re-
quire all the extra costs mentioned
above and would not interfere with
the existing schedule.

Mr. Palmer received no response

from Mr. Santoro.
Mindy Scarlett of Scarlett Ryan

Consulting expressed the urgency
of community members utilizing the
outlets that are available such as the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition
website and social media.

“It’s all about making your voices
heard,” Ms. Scarlett said.

Currently, there is a petition out
for one-seat rides available on the
coalition’s website with nearly 3,000
signatures, which she hopes will
increase in order to make the issue
more difficult for politicians to ig-
nore.

Ms. Scarlett shared that the num-
ber of visitors to the Raritan Valley
Rail Coalition website has de-
creased over the past six months,
adding to the urgency of people
acting to get the word out about the
petition through resources such as
Facebook.

But signatures on the petition have
not just been from train riders; the
issue at hand appears to stretch a lot
farther than the convenience of com-
muters.

“This is more than about com-
muters,” said Kathleen Miller
Prunty, director of Downtown Busi-

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
DIALOGUE ON DOWNTOWN...Mayor Andy Skibitsky and the town council
discuss various topics, much related to initiatives concerning Westfield’s down-
town, on Tuesday evening.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
MAKING HISTORY FOR WESTFIELD....The Westfield Historical Society
(WHS) held its 2017 annual dinner on Friday evening at Echo Lake Country
Club in Westfield. Pictured, from left to right, are: Sherry Cronin, WHS
member; Sam Mahmoud, President's Award recipient; Nancy Priest, WHS
president;  Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky; Margaret Dolan, Ed.D., Trust-
ees’ Award recipient and superintendent of Westfield schools, and Mary
Konsolaki, WHS member.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
UNION COUNTY CHAMPS...The Westfield High School baseball team won its 15th Union County Tournament title after
defeating the Cranford Cougars, 6-3, at Kean University in Union on May 12. See Sports Section for story.

Courtesy of Reyna Ortolani
LOOK WHO YOU MIGHT RUN INTO....These ladies share a laugh with TV and
radio traffic reporter Joe Nolan at last Thursday’s Girls’ Night Out event in
Westfield.
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Residents Express Concern
Over Ban On Cat Feeding

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — More than
half a dozen residents expressed
concerns during Tuesday’s borough
council meeting regarding a pro-
posed ordinance to ban the feeding
of feral cats.

The speakers questioned the wis-
dom of using public resources and
staff to police the feeding practices
of volunteers, many of whom are
caring for homeless cats, while oth-
ers are worried that pet cats who
become lost might mistakenly be
picked up as part of what they de-
scribed as “mass trapping.” The
speakers noted that feeding is an
important part of controlling the
feral cat community and that Moun-
tainside is home to many respon-
sible colony managers who care for
dozens of cats.

In response, several council mem-
bers, including Councilman Keith
C. Turner and Councilwoman
Deanna Andre, explained that en-

forcement of the feeding ordinance
will be “complaint driven” and resi-
dents did not need to worry about
being arbitrarily targeted for ticket-
ing. Councilman Turner noted that
colonies that are not properly man-
aged can be hazardous to the com-
munity and harmful to the cats.

Councilwoman Andre provided
details on the success of the trap,
neuter, release policy that Moun-
tainside implemented last year,
which has already handled approxi-
mately 40 felines. Ms. Andre also
explained that the borough’s ani-
mal control vender, Animal Control
Services, has a strict policy of hold-
ing lost pets so as to give their
owners time to locate them. Bor-
ough Administrator James Debbie
urged residents who wish to work
with the feral cat community to con-
tact his office for additional infor-
mation on the best way to help.

A Hickory Lane resident asked
the council to enforce the four-hour

Eminent Domain Fears Aired
Over Scotch Pl. Redevel. Study

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — After an
extended discussion on the pros and
cons of eminent domain power, the
township council, on a split vote,
approved a resolution on Tuesday
that authorizes the planning board to
undertake a preliminary investigation
into redeveloping a large portion of
the downtown business district.

The resolution includes language
that will ultimately allow the town-
ship government to use “all of the
powers” provided by the State Legis-
lature “for use in a redevelopment
area, including the use of eminent
domain.” That provision raised con-
cerns for Councilwoman Rose
Checchio and Councilman John Del
Sordi, Jr., who ended up voting against
the resolution.

Mrs. Checchio said including the
power to use eminent domain — the
right of a government to expropriate
private property for public use, with
payment of compensation to the prop-
erty owner — led her to worry about
“what it could potentially mean” to
downtown property owners. She
thought the council should first meet
with property owners to gauge their
feelings about the issue and to avoid
the potential for “mistrust” between
the local government and businesses
and property owners.

Mr. Del Sordi said he agreed with
his colleague’s assessment, saying that
while eminent domain might not be
used, there was “no assurance” that it
would not. “Where does it stop?” he
asked, pointing to streets that abut the
central business district as potentially
being at risk from eminent domain in
future years. He, too, supported first
meeting with property owners to see
how they feel about the matter.

Mayor Alexander Smith said in-
cluding the eminent domain option in
redevelopment efforts going forward
was “not an easy decision for me,”
but he said the township’s affordable-
housing obligation, which is being
hashed out in legal negotiations, was
a big consideration in keeping emi-
nent domain as one of the “tools” in
the township’s toolbox of options for
redeveloping the downtown and meet-
ing the township’s housing obliga-
tions. “No one on the council wants to
use” eminent domain, the mayor said,
adding that no one knows today what
the circumstances will be in the com-
ing years. He raised the specter of a
comprehensive redevelopment pro-
gram collapsing because eminent
domain powers were not available.
“If eminent domain has to be imple-
mented for the good of the town, then
so be it,” the mayor declared.

Deputy Mayor Llewellyn Jones said
the township’s current legal negotia-
tions with regard to its affordable-
housing obligations are playing a big
part in keeping eminent domain as an
option in future years as the down-
town is redeveloped. He said it would
be “prudent” to keep it as an option
even though he hoped that it would
not have to be used. Councilman Ted
Spera agreed that it needed to be kept
as an option, saying it was “important
as we move forward.”

The area to be studied by the plan-
ning board includes Park Avenue from
East Second Street to Grand Street;
East Second Street from Park Avenue
to just before Flanders Avenue; Senger
Place; and Westfield Avenue, Bartle
Avenue and Grand Street from Park
Avenue to Forest Road. Mayor Smith
assured the public that the planning
board investigation into redevelop-
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Courtesy of Henry Hom
BOY SCOUTS ADVENTURE...Boy Scout Troop No. 73 of Westfield canoed on
Atsion Lake and Harris Pond in Wharton State Forest in the Pine Barrens of
southern New Jersey during the weekend of May 5 to 7.  Thirty-three Scouts and
15 Adult Scouters participated and enjoyed the pristine natural environment of
the lakes. They camped at Bodine Field, where they enjoyed troop games and an
evening campfire. Anyone interested in joining Boy Scout Troop No. 73 may
contact Scoutmaster Seamus Cunningham at seamusandmichele@gmail.com.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CAMPAIGN KICKOFF...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky held a campaign
kickoff re-election party on Saturday at the home of Veena and Jitendra Sharma.
At right is state Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield), who also serves
as the town’s Republican Committee chairman.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cats

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HUNTING FOR SPECIALS...Police direct traffic in Westfield for shoppers
turning out for Girls’ Night Out held last Thursday.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

One-Seat

parking limit in the area, which has
become overrun with commuters
parking their cars. Mr. Debbie ex-
plained the process for creating a
petition to extend the parking ordi-
nance and noted that several other
residents near bus stops also had
complained about the increased
number of commuters who appear
to be ignoring the parking restric-
tions in residential areas.

Councilman Glenn Mortimer be-
gan the meeting by asking those
present to observe a moment of si-
lence in memory of Werner Schon,
who passed away on May 14. Mr.
Schon, a longtime resident of Moun-
tainside and a former member of the
borough council, was born on June
13, 1933 and received a degree in
accounting from Upsala College.
Services will be held at Higgins and
Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home
in Westfield today, Thursday, May
18, with a Mass of Christian Burial
to be offered at the Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church in
Mountainside on Friday, May 19.

Mayor Paul Mirabelli urged all
residents to participate in the
borough’s Memorial Day Parade,
which will begin with a ceremony at
the newly-renovated Veterans’ Me-
morial at Constitution Plaza. Mayor
Mirabelli reminded the public that
a special proclamation in honor of
William Tomko will be presented at
the ceremony. Mr. Tomko served in
the United States Navy during World
War II and received a Purple Heart.
He participated in the invasion of
Sicily and Salerno and the D-Day
invasion at Normandy. In 2012, he
was invited by French President
Nicholas Sarkozy to the French Em-
bassy in New York to receive the
French Legion of Honor, which is
the highest military decoration in
France.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion requesting help in the fight to
save the federal Community Devel-
opment Block Grant (CDBG) pro-
gram and insure there is no reduc-
tion in funding for the program in
fiscal year 2017. CDBG was estab-

ness and Economic Development
of Cranford Township. “This af-
fects the whole community.”

One-seat rides increase the value
of transportation to Manhattan from
towns in the area, therefore increas-
ing the value of the towns them-
selves as well as the property val-
ues. This was seen when towns such
as South Orange, Summit and
Morristown received one-seat rides.

People who have signed the peti-
tion also include those who looked
at these towns and decided not to
move to them because of this key
transportation problem.

“When I first moved back to New
Jersey after having my first two
kids in the city, we looked at the
train schedules and we looked at
The Star-Ledger’s school report,”
said Lacey Rzeszowski of Summit,
a candidate for the New Jersey Gen-
eral Assembly in the 21st Legisla-
tive District. “We were down to
loving these two communities of
Summit and Westfield, and we ulti-
mately chose Summit because it was
a significantly faster commute from
Midtown Direct.”

Penn Station does not have the
capacity to add one-seat rides like it
did about 20 years ago for towns
like Summit. The capacity will not
likely increase for a number of years
when the Gateway Project is fin-
ished, enabling room for 30 trains
at the peak hour, officials said.

Therefore, since Penn Station cur-
rently does not have more capacity,
for the Raritan Valley commuter
line area to get a one-seat ride train,
someone else would have to give
one up, which several people and
legislators have objected to.

Additionally, the Raritan area
would most likely need more than
one peak hour one-seat ride.

According to Mr. Palmer, having
one one-seat ride would “probably
cause more problems than solve be-
cause it would be a zoo.”

Mr. Palmer also mentioned that
the tunnels of the Hudson Tunnel
project need to be made simulta-
neously with the Penn Station re-
pairs. He stressed that the vision for
Penn Station needs to be long term
and not include political involve-
ment or saving a few dollars since it
is going to be around for the next 50
years, not five or 10.

lished by Congress in 1974 with the
goal of the program being to sup-
port the well-being of America’s
citizens by encouraging affordable
housing and economic revitaliza-
tion. President Donald Trump’s bud-
get for fiscal year 2017 proposes to
eliminate the program, which cur-
rently receives $3 billion in federal
funding. The mayor and council sup-
port the continuation of the pro-
gram, which Mountainside has ben-
efited from over the last 42 years.

that the downtown storefronts are
showing a 92-percent occupancy
rate.

In regards to signage, resident
Debby Burslem said that signage
should be “appropriate.” She noted
that a store located downtown has
nine signs.

It was announced that Marano
Gelato is to open Memorial Day
weekend at 116 Elm Street.

May was named Mental Health
Month. Carolyn Buoscio and Janet
Sarkos, the executive director of Car-
ing Contact, received the proclama-
tion from Mayor Skibitsky.

During public comment, resident
Jeff Datillo said he did not think it
was “fair” that residents had asked
the mayor and council for their opin-
ion on global warming, calling it
“irrelevant issues to what is going on
in our town.”

He then went on to talk about the
downtown vacancies. “To criticize
council and mayor, I don’t think it’s
fair,” he said. “We have a fiscally
sound budget, taxes…are
fair…services are excellent. You
guys have to be commended for what
you do.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Downtown
Greg Bardzell of Education First

had made a request to Westfielders
to host international students during
the summer. Education First is in
need of host families for students
from China, Russia, Spain, Italy and
France during the period Wednes-
day, June 28 through Tuesday, Au-
gust 22. The stipend is $100 per
student per week. More details can
be found by calling (617) 460-1801.

Councilman Sam Della Fera said
during the conference session that
resident Nancy Griffith’s request to
the council to pass a resolution in
favor of Assembly Bill 2203, the
Renewable Energy Transition Act,
that calls to switch to 80-percent
renewable energy by 2050, was dis-
cussed in a committee meeting and
is being considered.

Mayor Skibitsky also noted in
the conference session that the town
council does not dictate rental rates
for any business downtown, nor
does it subsidize rents. “High rents
are a sign of a vibrant downtown,”
he said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains
ment of this initial area will include
public hearings so that residents and
property owners could voice their
opinions.

At the start of its meeting, the coun-
cil passed a $50,000 bond ordinance
for repairs to the heating and air-
conditioning system at the library.
Another resolution authorized a con-
tract not to exceed $68,403 to Tru
Stor, which does business as Hunter
Technologies, to install a new tele-
phone system in the municipal build-
ing. Another contract was awarded to
Beyer Ford to purchase three new
police vehicles for $92,449.

Andrew Gitto was sworn in as the
newest member of the police depart-
ment, and a proclamation was issued
declaring May 14 to 20 as Police
Week. A resolution also was read
congratulating the rescue squad on its
80th anniversary and declaring May
as Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
Month.

Women’s Softball Regis. Up
500 Percent; Concerts Due
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Recreation
Director Matt Mercurio has an-
nounced that 92 women have regis-
tered to play in the township’s soft-
ball league.

“The increase in participants is up
almost 500 percent. In previous years
the league averaged 20-plus partici-
pants,” Mr. Mercurio said at Monday’s
recreation commission meeting.

“The league is great for socializ-
ing with other females from town
and was created for everyone in-
volved to have fun. A playoff series
may exist or may not; we are leaving
it up to the ladies to decide,” Assis-
tant Recreation Director Julie
Buonaguro said.

Thursday Night Concerts on the
Green will take place at 7:30 p.m.
beginning July 13 and continuing
through August 3. Performers will
include Pat Dinizio of The
Smithereens, The 80’s Explosion,
Wolf Creek, and the Brother John
Brown Band.

Friday Nights at the Movies, where
all movies begin promptly after dusk,
will begin July 14 and continue
throughout August 25. Titles include
Sing, Westside Story, Toy Story,
League of Their Own and Moana.
An official schedule for movies and
concert start times, location, and rat-
ings will be updated on the recre-
ation department’s website in up-
coming weeks. Summer concerts and
movies will take place at Alan M.
Augustine Park next to the munici-
pal building on Park Avenue.

The Starz theatre program per-
forms its annual show on Fridays,
July 21 and July 28. “The Starz pro-
gram is a variety talent show, where
children from the township can dis-
play their skills and put on a terrific
performance. In preparation, the chil-
dren work with semi-professional
performance coaches who help syn-
chronize each routine throughout the
evening,” Commissioner Alfonse
Akins said.

The recreation commission unani-
mously approved four new basket-

ball hoops at Brookside Park. The
basketball hoops will have a metal
post support. Previously, an
overarching concrete aesthetic to sup-
port the hoops was proposed. The
hoops will cost $14,400. “The metal
posts will be covered with padding to
protect children,” Mr. Mercurio said.

“The concrete hoops cost $5,000
more, which may not be prudent,”
Mr. Mercurio said. “In addition, I
heard a lot of negative feedback from
residents whose homes overlook the
park. The residents feel a concrete
aesthetic is a bit too urban. Weighing
costs and what fits our community
aesthetic best, I truly feel the pro-
tected post is a safer and wiser deci-
sion,” Commissioner Colleen
Gialanella said.

Youth summer basketball league
registration began online last Thurs-
day. “Already 40 participants have
registered, (and) over 200 are ex-
pected,” Mr. Mercurio said. “A tech-
nical league exists for kindergarten
through second grade. Third grade
through ninth grade will have a league
setup,” Ms. Buonaguro said. Partici-
pation eligibility includes both fe-
males and males and is based on the
child’s rising educational grade in
September.

Commissioner Akins set aside
meeting time to update the public on
how Mr. Mercurio has been fulfill-
ing his obligation to Scotch Plains.

“I just wanted to say, Matt
Mercurio, since becoming recreation
director six months ago, has done an
excellent job. He is solving issues
we discussed in the past, but never
found solutions. Our summer camp
program is filled; his diligence in
solving residents’ issues while doing
the most with and respecting our
budget has been phenomenal,” Mr.
Akins said.

“In upcoming meetings we will
address keeping public facility
restrooms immaculate and imple-
menting a parks and recreation
hotline number that will provide a
response to inquiries all week long,
especially in off hours,” Mr.
Mercurio said.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Women’s Softball Regis. Up
500 Percent; Concerts Due
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Recreation
Director Matt Mercurio has an-
nounced that 92 women have regis-
tered to play in the township’s soft-
ball league.

“The increase in participants is
up almost 500 percent. In previous
years the league averaged 20-plus
participants,” Mr. Mercurio said at
Monday’s recreation commission
meeting.

“The league is great for socializ-
ing with other females from town
and was created for everyone in-
volved to have fun. A playoff series
may exist or may not; we are leav-
ing it up to the ladies to decide,”
Assistant Recreation Director Julie
Buonaguro said.

Thursday Night Concerts on the
Green will take place at 7:30 p.m.
beginning July 13 and continuing
through August 3. Performers will
include Pat Dinizio of The
Smithereens, The 80’s Explosion,
Wolf Creek, and the Brother John
Brown Band.

Friday Nights at the Movies,
where all movies begin promptly
after dusk, will begin July 14 and
continue throughout August 25.
Titles include Sing, Westside Story,
Toy Story, League of Their Own and
Moana. An official schedule for
movies and concert start times, lo-
cation, and ratings will be updated
on the recreation department’s
website in upcoming weeks. Sum-
mer concerts and movies will take
place at Alan M. Augustine Park
next to the municipal building on

Park Avenue.
The Starz theatre program per-

forms its annual show on Fridays,
July 21 and July 28. “The Starz
program is a variety talent show,
where children from the township
can display their skills and put on a
terrific performance. In preparation,
the children work with semi-pro-
fessional performance coaches who
help synchronize each routine
throughout the evening,” Commis-
sioner Alfonse Akins said.

The recreation commission unani-
mously approved four new basket-
ball hoops at Brookside Park. The
basketball hoops will have a metal
post support.  Previously, an
overarching concrete aesthetic to
support the hoops was proposed.
The hoops will cost $14,400. “The
metal posts will be covered with
padding to protect children,” Mr.
Mercurio said.

“The concrete hoops cost $5,000
more, which may not be prudent,”
Mr. Mercurio said. “In addition, I
heard a lot of negative feedback
from residents whose homes over-
look the park. The residents feel a
concrete aesthetic is a bit too urban.
Weighing costs and what fits our
community aesthetic best, I truly
feel the protected post is a safer and
wiser decision,” Commissioner
Colleen Gialanella said.

Youth summer basketball league
registration began online last Thurs-
day. “Already 40 participants have
registered, (and) over 200 are ex-
pected,” Mr. Mercurio said. “A tech-
nical league exists for kindergarten

BIG RIDES...The Jewish Community Center (JCC) of Central New Jersey,
located at 1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains, will hold its free Touch a Truck
event this Sunday, May 21, from 1 to 5 p.m., rain or shine. Families are invited to
check out police, fire, rescue squad, Public Works, construction and other vehicles.
A “Hold the Horn” hour will take place from 1 to 2 p.m. for children with special
needs and those with auditory sensitivity issues — no horns, music or sirens during
that time. Offsite parking and shuttle service will be available at the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools’ campus at 1776 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains. For
full information on the event, visit jccnj.org.

Shanna C. Kelly for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FULL TRAIN...The large turnout at Monday’s Raritan Valley Rail Coalition meeting at the Cranford Community Center
evoked a lot of discussion about one-seat train rides to Manhattan.

GET GROWING...The Sharlein family of Fanwood took part in the The Jewish
Community Center’s (JCC) family gardening event last weekend. The JCC
received a grant from Union County Kids Dig In to fund the garden, which is
designed around recipes for salsa, pizza, pickles and Israeli salad.

One-Seat Ride Talk Resurfaces
At Rail Coalition Meeting

By SHANNA C. KELLY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Ten percent of
the New Jersey Transit riders come
from the Raritan area, but the corre-
lating 10 percent of direct rides to
Manhattan is virtually nonexistent
for these commuters, officials said
at the Raritan Valley Rail Coalition
meeting held Monday night in the
Cranford Community Center.

During the meeting, which at-
tracted a packed room of commut-
ers and elected officials from area
towns including Cranford and
Westfield, updates on the coalition

one-seat ride efforts as well as other
transportation-related topics such
as the Hudson River Tunnel Project,
Amtrak’s Gateway Project and the
Penn Station repairs were discussed.

At the December 16, 2016 meet-
ing it was stated that adding one-
seat rides in off-peak hours would
not work because of the money re-
quired for another train set and crew,
yard space in Raritan, people to
maintain the train, the electric power
to run it and more. Not to mention
that all the time slots currently are
taken up.

Peter Palmer, chairman of the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition, who
also serves as chairman of the North
Jersey Transportation Planning
Authority’s Board of Trustees as
well as Somerset County Freeholder
director, sent a letter to the execu-
tive director at NJ Transit, Steve
Santoro, asking for an 8 p.m. one-
seat ride train.

According to Mr. Palmer, if this
train went to Penn Station instead
of Newark, then it would not re-
quire all the extra costs mentioned

above and would not interfere with
the existing schedule.

Mr. Palmer received no response
from Mr. Santoro.

Mindy Scarlett of Scarlett Ryan
Consulting expressed the urgency
of community members utilizing the
outlets that are available such as the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition
website and social media.

“It’s all about making your voices
heard,” Ms. Scarlett said.

Currently, there is a petition out
for one-seat rides available on the
coalition’s website with nearly 3,000
signatures, which she hopes will
increase in order to make the issue
more difficult for politicians to ig-
nore.

Ms. Scarlett shared that the num-
ber of visitors to the Raritan Valley
Rail Coalition website has de-
creased over the past six months,
adding to the urgency of people
acting to get the word out about the
petition through resources such as
Facebook.

But signatures on the petition have

Shanna C. Kelly for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WAITING FOR SLURPEES...Construction has started at the intersection of
North Avenue and Hetfield Avenue for the new 7-11 and gas station.

Westfield Commences
Downtown Changes

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Two ordinances
were introduced Tuesday by the town
council that are a result of short-term
recommendations made by the Down-
town Task Force. Also Tuesday, the
oral argument for the lawsuit against
the Stop & Shop expansion took place,
Town Attorney Russ Finestein said. A
decision is expected in June or July,
he noted. He said he expects the deci-
sion to affirm the Westfield Planning
Board’s decision.

Director of Public Works Greg
O’Neil received recognition for re-
ceiving the Director Excellence Award
from the Public Works Association of
New Jersey. The award recognizes a
member for outstanding integrity, eth-
ics and ability in the public works
services profession as a director.

“We have been so fortunate...We
have been able to transform our pub-
lic works department,” Town Admin-
istrator Jim Gildea said.

Mr. O’Neil said the transformation

has been possible with the support
from the town and a “team effort.”

“I am the one who is fortunate
enough to have found this beautiful
town,” Mr. O’Neil said. He said he
was “afforded the autonomy to do the
job with great, great people.”

An ordinance was amended to es-
tablish a section pertaining to side-
walk signs. Currently sidewalk signs,
such as A-frame, sandwich board style
signs, are used by retailers in the
downtown, but those signs are not
permitted. The ordinance would al-
low for those signs, and provide spe-
cifics as to the size and placement of
the signs, among other specifics. Also,
the retailer would be required to buy
a permit for $25 annually, and pro-
vide insurance.

The Land Use Ordinance also
would be amended, once adopted, to
change the handling of parking re-
quirements, add some allowable uses,
allow certain non-retail businesses
on the ground level on North Avenue

Eminent Domain Fears Aired
Regarding Redevelopment Study

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — After an
extended discussion on the pros and
cons of eminent domain power, the
township council, on a split vote,
approved a resolution on Tuesday
that authorizes the planning board to
undertake a preliminary investigation
into redeveloping a large portion of
the downtown business district.

The resolution includes language
that will ultimately allow the town-
ship government to use “all of the
powers” provided by the State Legis-

lature “for use in a redevelopment
area, including the use of eminent
domain.” That provision raised con-
cerns for Councilwoman Rose
Checchio and Councilman John Del
Sordi, Jr., who ended up voting against
the resolution.

Mrs. Checchio said including the
power to use eminent domain — the
right of a government to expropriate
private property for public use, with
payment of compensation to the prop-
erty owner — led her to worry about
“what it could potentially mean” to
downtown property owners. She

thought the council should first meet
with property owners to gauge their
feelings about the issue and to avoid
the potential for “mistrust” between
the local government and businesses
and property owners.

Mr. Del Sordi said he agreed with
his colleague’s assessment, saying that
while eminent domain might not be
used, there was “no assurance” that it
would not. “Where does it stop?” he
asked, pointing to streets that abut the
central business district as potentially
being at risk from eminent domain in
future years. He, too, supported first
meeting with property owners to see
how they feel about the matter.

Mayor Alexander Smith said in-
cluding the eminent domain option in
redevelopment efforts going forward
was “not an easy decision for me,”
but he said the township’s affordable-
housing obligation, which is being
hashed out in legal negotiations, was
a big consideration in keeping emi-
nent domain as one of the “tools” in
the township’s toolbox of options for
redeveloping the downtown and meet-
ing the township’s housing obliga-
tions. “No one on the council wants to
use” eminent domain, the mayor said,
adding that no one knows today what
the circumstances will be in the com-
ing years. He raised the specter of a
comprehensive redevelopment pro-
gram collapsing because eminent
domain powers were not available.
“If eminent domain has to be imple-
mented for the good of the town, then
so be it,” the mayor declared.

Deputy Mayor Llewellyn Jones said
the township’s current legal negotia-
tions with regard to its affordable-
housing obligations are playing a big
part in keeping eminent domain as an
option in future years as the down-
town is redeveloped. He said it would
be “prudent” to keep it as an option
even though he hoped that it would
not have to be used. Councilman Ted
Spera agreed that it needed to be kept
as an option, saying it was “important
as we move forward.”
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Click It or Ticket Program
Set for May 22 to June 4

FANWOOD – Law enforcement
officers from the Fanwood Police De-
partment will join with police from
around the country in cracking down on
unbuckled motorists and passengers as
part of the national “Click it or Ticket”
campaign.

Beginning Monday, May 22 and run-
ning through Sunday, June 4, the annual
“Click It or Ticket” national mobiliza-
tion utilizes high visibility seat belt
checkpoints and saturation patrols, in
combination with local and national
publicity efforts, to reiterate the life-
saving value of seat belts.

“Using a seat belt is the simplest way
for a driver and his or her passengers to
protect themselves when traveling,” said
Gary Poedubicky, acting director of the
New Jersey Division of Highway Traf-
fic Safety. “In 2015, it is estimated that
14,000 lives were saved nationally by

the proper use of seat belts.”
Mr. Poedubicky added that a key

focus of this year’s campaign is to
promote seat belt usage by adults in all
seating positions in the vehicle, both
front and rear seats. The front seat belt
usage rate in New Jersey currently stands
at 93.35 percent. However, adults riding
in rear seats are buckling up at a signifi-
cantly lower rate.

“For whatever reason there seems to
be a disconnect with people feeling
they don’t need to buckle up when
riding as a passenger in rear seats, and
this is a concern,” he said.

During the 2016 “Click it or Ticket”
campaign, 387 New Jersey police agen-
cies participated in the two-week initia-
tive. As a result of the effort, law enforce-
ment officers issued 26,551 seat belt
citations, 5,517 speeding summonses
and made 876 impaired driving arrests.

DEMOCRAT SLATE...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr introduces borough council
candidates, incumbent Russ Huegel , left, and newcomer Anthony Carter, right,
at a fundraiser held Monday night. Mr. Carter is a member of the borough’s
recreation commission.

Residents Express Concern
Over Ban On Cat Feeding

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The  Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — More than
half a dozen residents expressed
concerns during Tuesday’s borough
council meeting regarding a pro-
posed ordinance to ban the feeding
of feral cats.

The speakers questioned the wis-
dom of using public resources and
staff to police the feeding practices
of volunteers, many of whom are
caring for homeless cats, while oth-
ers are worried that pet cats who
become lost might mistakenly be
picked up as part of what they de-
scribed as “mass trapping.” The
speakers noted that feeding is an
important part of controlling the
feral cat community and that Moun-
tainside is home to many respon-
sible colony managers who care for
dozens of cats.

In response, several council mem-
bers, including Councilman Keith
C. Turner and Councilwoman
Deanna Andre, explained that en-
forcement of the feeding ordinance
will be “complaint driven” and resi-
dents did not need to worry about
being arbitrarily targeted for ticket-
ing. Councilman Turner noted that
colonies that are not properly man-
aged can be hazardous to the com-
munity and harmful to the cats.

Councilwoman Andre provided
details on the success of the trap,
neuter, release policy that Moun-
tainside implemented last year,
which has already handled approxi-
mately 40 felines. Ms. Andre also
explained that the borough’s ani-
mal control vender, Animal Control
Services, has a strict policy of hold-
ing lost pets so as to give their
owners time to locate them. Bor-
ough Administrator James Debbie
urged residents who wish to work
with the feral cat community to con-
tact his office for additional infor-
mation on the best way to help.

A Hickory Lane resident asked
the council to enforce the four-hour
parking limit in the area which has
become overrun with commuters
parking their cars. Mr. Debbie ex-
plained the process for creating a
petition to extend the parking ordi-
nance and noted that several other
residents near bus stops also had
complained about the increased
number of commuters who appear
to be ignoring the parking restric-
tions in residential areas.

Councilman Glenn Mortimer be-
gan the meeting by asking those
present to observe a moment of si-
lence in memory of Werner Schon,
who passed away on May 14. Mr.
Schon, a longtime resident of Moun-
tainside and a former member of the
borough council, was born on June
13, 1933 and received a degree in
accounting from Upsala College.
Services will be held at Higgins and
Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home
in Westfield today, Thursday, May
18, with a Mass of Christian Burial
to be offered at the Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church in
Mountainside on Friday, May 19.

Mayor Paul Mirabelli urged all
residents to participate in the

borough’s Memorial Day Parade,
which will begin with a ceremony at
the newly-renovated Veterans’ Me-
morial at Constitution Plaza. Mayor
Mirabelli reminded the public that
a special proclamation in honor of
William Tomko will be presented at
the ceremony. Mr. Tomko served in
the United States Navy during World
War II and received a Purple Heart.
He participated in the invasion of
Sicily and Salerno and the D-Day
invasion at Normandy. In 2012, he
was invited by French President
Nicholas Sarkozy to the French Em-
bassy in New York to receive the
French Legion of Honor, which is
the highest military decoration in
France.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion requesting help in the fight to
save the federal Community Devel-
opment Block Grant (CDBG) pro-
gram and insure there is no reduc-
tion in funding for the program in
fiscal year 2017. CDBG was estab-
lished by Congress in 1974 with the
goal of the program being to sup-
port the well-being of America’s
citizens by encouraging affordable
housing and economic revitaliza-
tion. President Donald Trump’s bud-
get for fiscal year 2017 proposes to
eliminate the program, which cur-
rently receives $3 billion in federal
funding. The mayor and council
support the continuation of the pro-
gram, which Mountainside has ben-
efited from over the last 42 years.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

One-Seat Ride
not just been from train riders; the
issue at hand appears to stretch a lot
farther than the convenience of com-
muters.

“This is more than about com-
muters,” said Kathleen Miller
Prunty, director of Downtown Busi-
ness and Economic Development
of Cranford Township. “This af-
fects the whole community.”

One-seat rides increase the value
of transportation to Manhattan from
towns in the area, therefore increas-
ing the value of the towns them-
selves as well as the property val-
ues. This was seen when towns such
as South Orange, Summit and
Morristown received one-seat rides.

People who have signed the peti-
tion also include those who looked
at these towns and decided not to
move to them because of this key
transportation problem.

“When I first moved back to New
Jersey after having my first two
kids in the city, we looked at the
train schedules and we looked at
The Star-Ledger’s school report,”
said Lacey Rzeszowski of Summit,
a candidate for the New Jersey Gen-
eral Assembly in the 21st Legisla-
tive District. “We were down to
loving these two communities of
Summit and Westfield, and we ulti-
mately chose Summit because it was
a significantly faster commute from
Midtown Direct.”

Penn Station does not have the
capacity to add one-seat rides like it
did about 20 years ago for towns
like Summit. The capacity will not
likely increase for a number of years
when the Gateway Project is fin-
ished, enabling room for 30 trains
at the peak hour, officials said.

Therefore, since Penn Station cur-
rently does not have more capacity,
for the Raritan Valley commuter
line area to get a one-seat ride train,
someone else would have to give

one up, which several people and
legislators have objected to.

Additionally, the Raritan area
would most likely need more than
one peak hour one-seat ride.

According to Mr. Palmer, having
one one-seat ride would “probably
cause more problems than solve be-
cause it would be a zoo.”

Mr. Palmer also mentioned that
the tunnels of the Hudson Tunnel
project need to be made simulta-
neously with the Penn Station re-
pairs. He stressed that the vision for
Penn Station needs to be long term
and not include political involve-
ment or saving a few dollars since it
is going to be around for the next 50
years, not five or 10.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Redevel.
The area to be studied by the plan-

ning board includes Park Avenue from
East Second Street to Grand Street;
East Second Street from Park Avenue
to just before Flanders Avenue; Senger
Place; and Westfield Avenue, Bartle
Avenue and Grand Street from Park
Avenue to Forest Road. Mayor Smith
assured the public that the planning
board investigation into redevelop-
ment of this initial area will include
public hearings so that residents and
property owners could voice their
opinions.

At the start of its meeting, the coun-
cil passed a $50,000 bond ordinance
for repairs to the heating and air-
conditioning system at the library.
Another resolution authorized a con-
tract not to exceed $68,403 to Tru
Stor, which does business as Hunter
Technologies, to install a new tele-
phone system in the municipal build-
ing. Another contract was awarded to
Beyer Ford to purchase three new
police vehicles for $92,449.

Andrew Gitto was sworn in as the
newest member of the police depart-
ment, and a proclamation was issued
declaring May 14 to 20 as Police
Week. A resolution also was read
congratulating the rescue squad on its
80th anniversary and declaring May
as Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
Month.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Softball
through second grade. Third grade
through ninth grade will have a
league setup,” Ms. Buonaguro said.
Participation eligibility includes
both females and males and is based
on the child’s rising educational
grade in September.

Commissioner Akins set aside
meeting time to update the public
on how Mr. Mercurio has been ful-
filling his obligation to Scotch
Plains.

“I just wanted to say, Matt
Mercurio, since becoming recre-
ation director six months ago, has
done an excellent job. He is solving
issues we discussed in the past, but
never found solutions. Our summer
camp program is filled; his dili-
gence in solving residents’ issues
while doing the most with and re-
specting our budget has been phe-
nomenal,” Mr. Akins said.

“In upcoming meetings we will
address keeping public facility
restrooms immaculate and imple-
menting a parks and recreation
hotline number that will provide a
response to inquiries all week long,
especially in off hours,” Mr.
Mercurio said.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
KEEPING SHOPPERS ENTERTAINED...“8 Till When?” performs for Girls’
Night Out held last Thursday in Downtown Westfield.

and South Avenue, allow use of base-
ment space for functions that are aux-
iliary to the use provided on the ground
level, allow use of a space on a tem-
porary basis that would also not need
to comply with parking requirements
for up to 60 days, allow shared use of
one tenant space, and allow a walk-
window to sell goods. It also removes
stair towers and elevator bulkheads,
as well as decorative architectural
features, from the calculation of build-
ing height. Some signage policy also
is to be amended in the Land Use
Ordinance. Awning signs will be al-
lowed with conditions.

A full review of the sign ordinance
is to be conducted, according to Mr.
Gildea. “It’s a very big undertaking,”
he said.

Parking requirements that are not
conformed to, that require up to 10
spaces, can be reviewed by the zon-
ing officer, instead of filing a vari-
ance application and being heard by
the planning board. For those defi-
cient in 11 to 20 spaces, the site plan
subcommittee of the planning board
would review the application, as part
of the amended ordinance.

“This is a start,” said Tom
Harrington, who owns properties

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Downtown
downtown, in response to hearing the
changes that would occur. He also
noted that rents in the downtown are
down 15 to 20 percent.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky also noted
that the downtown storefronts are
showing a 92-percent occupancy rate.

In regards to signage, resident
Debby Burslem said that signage
should be “appropriate.” She noted
that a store located downtown has
nine signs.

It was announced that Marano
Gelato is to open Memorial Day week-
end at 116 Elm Street.

May was named Mental Health
Month. Carolyn Buoscio and Janet
Sarkos, the executive director of Car-
ing Contact, received the proclama-
tion from Mayor Skibitsky.

During public comment, resident
Jeff Datillo said he did not think it
was “fair” that residents had asked
the mayor and council for their opin-
ion on global warming, calling it “ir-
relevant issues to what is going on in
our town.”

He then went on to talk about the
downtown vacancies. “To criticize
council and mayor, I don’t think it’s
fair,” he said. “We have a fiscally
sound budget, taxes…are
fair…services are excellent. You guys
have to be commended for what you
do.”

Greg Bardzell of Education First
had made a request to Westfielders to
host international students during the
summer. Education First is in need of
host families for students from China,
Russia, Spain, Italy and France dur-
ing the period Wednesday, June 28
through Tuesday, August 22. The sti-
pend is $100 per student per week.
More details can be found by calling
(617) 460-1801.

Councilman Sam Della Fera said
during the conference session that
resident Nancy Griffith’s request to
the council to pass a resolution in
favor of Assembly Bill 2203, the Re-
newable Energy Transition Act, that
calls to switch to 80-percent renew-
able energy by 2050, was discussed
in a committee meeting and is being
considered.

Mayor Skibitsky also noted in the
conference session that the town coun-
cil does not dictate rental rates for any
business downtown, nor does it sub-
sidize rents. “High rents are a sign of
a vibrant downtown,” he said.

See it all in color!
See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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UNITY...Eight individuals and five organizations received a Union County
Human Relations Commission Unity Award for Achievement on May 8 at the
Kean University STEM Building in Union Township. The 2017 awards marked
the 16th year in which the Commission has named Unity Award honorees.
Pictured, from left to right, are:  front row, Maria Higginbotham, Union County
Court-Appointed Special Advocates (CASA); Robin Johnstone and Melissa
Thompson, Missions Possible of New Jersey; Josephine Walsh, Mobile Meals of
Westfield; Carolyn George; Terri Todd; Mary Robinson, Imagine: A Center for
Grief Counseling; back row, retired U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Brett D'Alessandro;
students Alexandra Jackman and Nicholas Tarabokia; Captain Wally Torian,
Plainfield Police Auxiliary Division; Lieutenant James Schneider, retired from
the Westfield Police Department; Kevin Murphy, U.S. Air Force, NJ Air National
Guard, NJ Army National Guard, U.S. Army (ret.), and Ghani Khan and his son,
Arbaz M. Khan, American Muslims for Hunger Relief (community organization).

Memorial Day Concert

The Full Count Big Band

Sunday May 28, 2017

6:30 PM

Alan Augustine Village Green

Adjacent to Municipal Building

430 Park Avenue
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Kryn P. Westhoven/New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ARMY VETERAN...Walter Stec of Westfield,
left, receives Vietnam and Distinguished Service Medals from Brig. Gen.
Michael L. Cunniff, the adjutant general of the New Jersey Department of
Military and Veterans Affairs (NJDMAVA), during the annual New Jersey
Vietnam Veterans Remembrance Day on May 7 at the New Jersey Vietnam
Veterans’ Memorial in Holmdel. Mr. Stec was one of 25 Vietnam veterans
honored with commemoration pins marking the Vietnam War 50th anniversary.
Anyone interested in applying for the New Jersey Distinguished Service Medal
or other service medals should call 1-(888) 865-8387. The medal will be given out
for the next 10 years, marking the beginning of the war to its end. The war ran
from November 1, 1955 to April 30, 1975.

Scutari Unveils Bill To
Legalize Rec. Marijuana

TRENTON – State Senate Judi-
ciary Committee Chairman Nicholas
P. Scutari (D-22nd, Linden) announced
on Monday that he will introduce new
legislation to legalize the possession
and personal use of small amounts of
marijuana in New Jersey for those
who are age 21 and older.

Eight states have legalized recre-
ational marijuana and public support
for the effort is at an all-time high, with
60 percent of people in the United
States favoring legal recreational mari-
juana, according to a press release
from the New Jersey Senate Demo-
crats office. The bill, according to the
release, would build on the successes
of other states and incorporates the
lessons learned from their experiences,
including from Colorado, where Mr.
Scutari last year led a bipartisan legis-
lative delegation to examine the state’s
marijuana industry.

“The drug laws in this country pro-
hibiting the use and possession of
marijuana have failed. It is time to
end the detrimental effect these ar-
chaic laws are having on our resi-
dents and our state,” said Senator
Scutari, who authored the law creat-
ing New Jersey’s medical marijuana

program. Senator Scutari said legalizing,
regulating and taxing marijuana for those
who are age 21 and older could generate
millions of dollars in tax revenue that
could by dedicated to any number of
worthy programs, such as substance abuse
treatment and prevention efforts, trans-
portation and women’s health.

The Senator reasoned that legal-
ization of marijuana would free up
millions of dollars spent each year on
enforcement of the state’s marijuana
laws, and it would end discriminatory
enforcement. New Jersey spends $127
million a year on enforcement, ac-
cording to a report by the American
Civil Liberties Union. A Division of
Marijuana Enforcement in the De-
partment of Law and Public Safety
would be created regulate the state’s
recreational marijuana program.

The bill would also permit munici-
palities to issue licenses in local juris-
dictions if the division failed to do so
90 days after the one-year timeframe
allotted for the division to begin pro-
cessing applications. It would repeal
the sales tax on medical marijuana.
The bill would decriminalize posses-
sion of up to 50 grams of marijuana
upon enactment.

Forum to Be Held on Heroin
Opioid Abuse Awareness

FANWOOD — The Union County
Prosecutor’s Office and members of
the Fanwood and Scotch Plains po-
lice departments will be participating
in a community forum next week fo-
cused on ways to reverse the growing
trend of heroin and opioid abuse in
the area, acting Union County Pros-
ecutor Grace H. Park, Fanwood Po-
lice Chief Richard Trigo, and Scotch
Plains Police Chief Ted Conley jointly
announced in a joint press release
Tuesday.

The forum, “Confronting a Crisis,”
is scheduled to begin at 6:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, May 24 at the Forest
Road Park building in Fanwood. It
will include a presentation by the
prosecutor’s office’s Guns, Gangs,
Drugs, and Violent Crimes Task
Force, followed by a Q&A involving
members of law enforcement.

“This is an issue that absolutely
does not discriminate – it is impact-
ing citizens of all ages, races, and
backgrounds here in Union County,”
Acting Prosecutor Park said. “It has
become one of the most pressing pub-
lic health issues facing our nation
today, and we in law enforcement
must step up and make the effort to
ensure that citizens are well-in-

formed.”
At least 54 people died due to a

fatal overdose in Union County last
year, more than in any year since the
start of the decade. Police depart-
ments countywide started deploying
the lifesaving overdose-reversal drug
naloxone approximately three years
ago, and the number of times it was
given to citizens jumped from slightly
more than 60 in 2015 up to more than
150 in 2016.

“Heroin and opioid abuse has typi-
cally been viewed as someone else’s
problem. But that is not the case – it
has no boundaries, and it’s now every
community’s problem,” Chief Trigo
said. “We need to educate the public
and confront this problem together.”

“Even my small community is not
immune to this national public health
crisis; our officers have saved lives
right here in Fanwood,” borough
Mayor Colleen Mahr added. “I en-
courage all residents to attend this
forum to understand its local effects
and how best to identify and avoid
opioid abuse.”

For more information, call
Prosecutor’s Office Director of Com-
munications Mark Spivey at (908)
527-4621.

Bill Package Would Require Better
 NJ  Transit Communication

See More Govt.
News On Page 20

TRENTON – Assemblywoman
Nancy F. Muñoz (R-21st, Summit)
has introduced a package of legisla-
tion addressing the top concerns N J
Transit commuters have expressed
over the last several weeks. Recently,
commuters have dealt with frequent
delays and are expecting a reduction
in trains over the summer.

These incidents have been the re-
sult of train malfunctions and out-
dated infrastructure. A NJ Transit  train
with about 1,200 passengers heading
to Penn Station was stuck in the
Hudson River Tunnel for over two
hours earlier this month.

“New Jersey is a commuter state.
Hundreds of thousands of people
use NJ Transit daily; these prob-
lems are unacceptable and need to
be addressed,” Asw. Muñoz said.
“Hopefully, these bills when enacted
will improve this daily critical ser-
vice.”

Asw. Muñoz has proposed a pack-
age of five bills addressing transpor-
tation issues. The first bill, A-4807,
would require passengers delayed
more than one hour because of me-
chanical issues be given a free train

ticket. The second bill, A-4809,
would require NJ Transit to develop
a contingency plan to move com-
muters if a train is stalled for more
than one hour.

She has also proposed three resolu-
tions urging NJ Transit to improve its
service reporting to commuters of
cancellations, delays and scheduling
changes; to provide commuters with
alternative telecommuting work ar-
eas during the upcoming repairs to
Penn Station and the construction of
trans-Hudson rail tunnels; and call-
ing on Congress to review Penn
Station’s operations and command
structure.

“Commuting has become a daily
struggle for New Jersey residents. It
impacts the quality of life when some-
one starts and ends their day with
expected frustration,” she concluded.

Her package also includes: AR-
243 which urges NJ Transit to im-
prove its service reporting cancella-
tions, delays and scheduling changes
through alerts sent to commuters, and
better advertise its service; AR240
urges Transit to provide commuters
with alternative telecommuting work
areas for commuters during repairs to
Penn Station and construction of trans-
Hudson rail tunnels, and AR-241 calls
upon Congress to review Penn
Station’s operations and their com-
mand structure.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Lawmakers Join Lawsuit to Stop
$300-Mil. State House Renovation

Senator Kip Bateman (R-16th,
Somerville) and Senator Michael
Doherty (R-23, XX) joined with Sena-
tor Ray Lesniak (D-20th, Elizabeth)
to file a lawsuit this week to stop
$300-million New Jersey State House
renovation project that was initiated
without legislative or voter approval.

The civil complaint, filed in New
Jersey Superior Court, alleges that
actions undertaken by the State Capi-
tol Joint Management Commission,
Treasury Department, and New Jer-
sey Economic Development Author-
ity (NJEDA) related to the renova-
tion plan violate the debt limitation,
appropriations and separation of pow-
ers clauses of the New Jersey Consti-
tution.

“While the law is clear that the
plan to borrow $300 million to fund
the State House renovation must be
approved by both voters and the
Legislature, the governor’s convo-
luted and unconstitutional financ-
ing arrangement takes that choice
away from both taxpayers and their
elected representatives,” Mr.
Doherty said. “Our lawsuit seeks to
hold the governor accountable and
halt this boondoggle of a project.
We’re fighting to ensure that New
Jersey taxpayers have both trans-
parency and choice as to how their
money is spent.”

Frelinghuysen Takes Heat
For Letter to  Employer

Republican Congressman Rodney
Frelinghuysen is taking heat for tar-
geting an activist by writing a letter to
the woman’s employer accusing her
of working against “economic
growth” and “stronger national secu-

rity,” according to media reports.
The letter, which was asking for

donations, included a note at the bot-
tom reading: “P.S. One of the ring-
leaders works in your bank,” a refer-
ence to Saily Avelenda, who served
as a senior vice-president at Lakeland
Bank in Caldwell, N.J., before she
resigned. Ms. Avelenda had worked
as an activist for a group called NJ
11th for Change, which has been urg-
ing Mr. Frelinghuysen, who has served
in Congress for 22 years, to hold in-
person town halls and organizes pro-
tests outside of his office in New
Jersey. A copy of a news story in
which Ms. Avelenda was quoted was
clipped to the letter.

Mr. Frelinghuysen’s campaign of-
fice in a statement to the media
called the note “a personal letter”
and maintained that the congress-
man is not involved with the “bank’s
business.”

Four Dems Announce Plans
To Challenge Lance In ’18

Multiple Democrats have an-
nounced they will challenge Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) in next year’s
mid-term Congressional elections.

Mr. Lance, now in his fifth term, is
rated just a slight favorite to retain the
seat by the Cook Political Report, a
Washington-based publication that
tracks congressional races.

Lisa Mandelblatt, a teacher in
Westfield, and Scott Salmon, a law-
yer from Scotch Plains, announced
their candidacies, and  Peter Jacob,
who ran for the seat last November,
has filed to run again. Linda Weber, a
bank executive from Berkeley
Heights, also announced this week
that she would seek the Democratic
nomination.
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TRUCK

TOUCH
TRUCK

TOUCH

Sunday, May 21 at the JCC
1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains

FREE! FREE!

Event Runs 1:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
1:00 – 2:00 p.m. – Hold the Horn hour designed for children 

with special needs and those with auditory sensitivity issues – 
no horns, music or sirens!

Rain or Shine

Vocational Technical School campus at 1776 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains

There’s something 
about this camp!

Day and Travel Camps 
for 18 months – 9th grade

Register now!     
www.jccnj.org/campyachad
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
Visit Us - 251 North Ave. West
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
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Mail - The Westfield Leader/Times
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Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
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Letters to
the Editor

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Bruce Bergen, chair
bbergen@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Freeholders to Vote for
Mountain Bike Trails
I am a retired CPA living in

Westfield. For 23 years, I have been
paying high property taxes to support
the Union County parks.

I ride my mountain bike on trails in
New Jersey for exercise and recre-
ation. To ride legal woodland trails, I
must drive a minimum of over 28
miles round trip to Chimney Rock
Park in Somerset County. This con-
trasts with a distance of only two
miles over, which I can easily ride my
bike to access the Watchung Reserva-
tion trails, should they be open to
mountain bikes.

It perplexes me that a wealthy elite,
supported by $2.3 million of Union
County tax dollars for an indoor riding
rink, may use the trails of the
Watchung Reservation for equestrian
recreation, while I am not permitted
to ride my old bike there.

We hope the Freeholders consider
implementing the Master Trails Plan
with new separate MTB trails in-
cluded or by permitting shared trails.
This would mean voting against the
resolution that proposes removing
MTB access from the Plan on Thurs-
day, May 18.

Tom Gockel
Westfield

Small News Item Really
Caught My Eye

I greatly enjoyed (last week’s) town-
wide issue and especially appreci-
ated the coverage of the College
Woman’s Club on our centennial. One
small news item in particular really
caught my eye: the article about the
LendEDU report on student debt that
lists Westfield at 253 with over
$200,000 in student debt. I have been
searching for the LendEDU survey
online to no avail; I can only find the
New Jersey ranking at no. 9 and a
listing by colleges. If this figure is
indeed accurate, it will certainly help
bolster the CWC fundraising efforts
for scholarships. Can you please pro-
vide me a link to the report that men-
tions Westfield specifically?

Jenny Jaruzelski
Westfield

Global Issues May Not Be The Issues
To Discuss In Town-Wide Election

Do You Really Want to Participate In
An Activity That Requires Body Armor?

I Still Feel Revulsion At The Mean
And Terrifying Rumpelstiltskin

There have been many misconcep-
tions surrounding the use of Watchung
Reservation for mountain biking. Pri-
marily, the mountain biking commu-
nity is responsible for this misinfor-
mation in an effort to coerce public
opinion. Mountain biking is not ‘bik-
ing’ in the normally acceptable sense.
It is not an activity many children
participate in due to the extreme haz-
ards inherent in this dangerous and
destructive activity. In fact,
‘Singletracks.com’ (a nationally re-
spected resource for mountain bik-
ing) published a December 2016 ar-
ticle titled: “You Need to Wear Body
Armor: The History of Mountain Bik-
ing.” In this article the author, Jenny
Herbold, includes pictures of grue-
some physical injuries to herself and
other bikers. The author also refer-
ences a study conducted by Whistler
Mountain Bike Park which saw 898
serious injuries, almost half of these
being fractures, in a single season.
Shockingly, approximately 11 per-
cent of these injuries included Trau-
matic Brain Injuries (TBI).

Closer examination of the Whistler
study also reveals that in the same
season approximately one-in-10
mountain bike patrons to the park
incurs an injury requiring emergency
room medical treatment. This is in
stark comparison to downhill skiing

participants who require emergency
room treatment at a rate of one-in-
1,000! A practical examination in
2013 of the hazards to including
mountain biking trails in Watchung
Reservation (in comparison to other
state parks) provided by Gabriel
Gluck, director of public policy and
community outreach, indicated: “But
if there is one major overriding dif-
ference between the Watchung Res-
ervation and so many of these other
parks, it is the sheer volume of visi-
tors to the Reservation.”

It is irresponsible of mountain bik-
ers to exclude these and other studies
in their narrative. I urge all Union
County residents to read the exten-
sive studies for themselves, and de-
cide if they really want their children
to participate in an activity that re-
quires the use of BODY ARMOR or
engage in an activity that offers a rate
10 times more likely to end the day
with a visit to a hospital emergency
room. It is unconscionable that the
members of the mountain biking com-
munity would attempt to introduce
this dangerous and destructive activ-
ity in Watchung Reservation. I urge
Union County residents to reject
mountain biking trails in Watchung
Reservation.

Thomas Manna Jr.
Mountainside

For Westfield residents to raise
questions about where our mayor and
town council stand on certain issues,
such as global warming, is wrong.
Many of these issues are dealt with on
a federal, state, or sometimes, a county
level but definitely not on the local
level. I want the Westfield Town Coun-
cil to continue doing exactly what
they have been doing for the last 10
plus years my family has been living
in this wonderful town. Please con-
tinue to provide us with a fiscally
responsible town budget, provide us
with a wonderful school system, and
the many services we have grown

accustomed to receiving.
While global warming, abortion, and

tax reform, to name a few, are ex-
tremely important issues, I do not feel
that our mayor and town council need
to spend time debating the various
viewpoints they may have.

I hope the Mayor and council will
stay the course, avoid these political
distractions, and continue giving the
residents of Westfield 100 percent of
their time and talent in making our
town as great as it can be.

Jeff Dattilo
Westfield

Of all my childhood memories,
among the strongest and therefore
probably the most influential to my
development, are the stories read to
me by my parents. These were popu-
lar children’s books from the last cen-
tury (“Millions of Cats,” anyone? Or
“Caps for Sale,” or the McCloskey
classics “Blueberries for Sal” and
“Make Way for Ducklings”), but more
significantly to my point here, classic
stories such as fables and fairy tales.
I still feel revulsion at the mean and
terrifying Rumpelstiltskin and feel
relief and reassurance at the quick
turn of mercy in “Androcles and the
Lion.” Maybe my strongest memory
of all was the feeling of strong con-
viction – “I am right, and I am sure
that I am right” – relating to the boy
protagonist from “The Emperor’s
New Clothes.” And this last memory
brings me to the present day and my
conflicted feelings over the state of
our government’s leaders, especially
President Donald Trump.

I am a respectful person by nature,
and also conservative and patriotic in
highly valuing our democratic insti-
tutions and their norms. But since the
2016 election, my nature is now pres-
sured and my natural inclination to
respect our leaders is now sorely
tested. Like most informed and rea-
sonable people in the information age,

I am an independent thinker able to
balance multiple inputs and make my
own judgments. And my judgment
now is clear: our President, his ex-
ecutive branch advisors, and his
enablers in Congress and the media
are analogous to the highfalutin char-
acters from “The Emperor’s New
Clothes,” and the rest of us can either
go along with them or be the hero
child from the story, independent from
the crowd, strong with our convic-
tions, and objectively correct in the
end.

Absolutely, it is important that the
United States of America present it-
self to the world as a principled power,
through our actions, our symbols, and
our representatives and leaders. But
by our actions in the 2016 election we
damaged ourselves and now we are
severely handicapped in the leader-
ship department. Respect has to be
earned; it is not guaranteed by the
result of an election. We must over-
come our self-inflicted handicap and
keep America strong and focused on
what is right. We must each stand by
our inner convictions and trust that
we know what is right, and be confi-
dent in pointing out the truth when it
is clear as an invisible set of clothes.

Lee McDonald
Westfield

The Westfield Choral Parents
Association Thank All That Helped

Working in conjunction with the
Westfield High School Choral De-
partment, we ran a successful
fundraising event in town on April
29. We would like to extend our sin-
cerest gratitude to the downtown busi-
nesses who supported our efforts by
allowing students to stand in front of
their stores during the event, and to
the generosity of the community mem-
bers who provided donations.

The mission of the Westfield Cho-
ral Parents Association, Inc. is to pro-

mote and support the activities of the
WHS Choral Department. Proceeds
of our activities are applied toward
choral performance opportunities for
students, such as trips, clinics and
special events. Approximately 55 stu-
dents participated throughout the day
at nine locations. We would like to
specifically thank the following es-
tablishments who welcomed our stu-
dents that day: Alex and Ani, Athleta,
Bovella’s Pastry Shoppe, Ono Bowls,
Sole, Starbucks, Vicky’s Diner, and
The Westfield Diner.

For those interested in providing
financial support of our efforts, we
would be grateful to accept dona-
tions. Checks can be made payable to
Westfield Choral Parents Association,
and sent to Westfield High School,
550 Dorian Road, Westfield, NJ
07090 C/O Monica Bergin, WCPA
Treasurer.

Lainie Geary
WCPA Event Chairperson

Local Community Bids Farewell
To Hon. Edward W. Beglin, Jr.

Investments In Golf Courses
Hopefully Will Spur Economy

The legal, residential and faith communities of
Westfield and the surrounding area mourned the loss
of one of their pillars with the passing on May 4 of
the Honorable Edward W. Beglin, Jr. at the age of 83.
Flags throughout Union County, including in front
of the Union County offices on North Avenue in
Westfield, were lowered to half-mast in tribute to the
longtime jurist, who capped his career as Assign-
ment Judge for the Union County Superior Court.

A resident of Westfield for four decades, and more
recently of Basking Ridge, Judge Beglin had famil-
ial ties to the Union County area dating back more
than 350 years. He could count among his forebears
a member of the Colonial Legislature, a pastor of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield during the
American Revolution, and another ancestor who
served as a captain in the Revolution. Judge Beglin
himself was a veteran of the United States Army.

The arc of his law career spanned a longtime
practice in Plainfield, a city in which he also was
prosecutor, city solicitor and acting corporation coun-
sel; to his service as Fanwood borough attorney and
attorney to the board of adjustment in Bridgewater;
to being named to the Union County District Court
in 1976 and the Superior Court of New Jersey two
years later. He served as Assignment Judge from

1983 until his 2004 retirement. Among the many
cases with which he was involved during his Supe-
rior Court tenure was Village Supermarkets’ long-
embattled but ultimately successful bid in the 1990s
to build the ShopRite supermarket in Garwood.

Judge Beglin brought his knowledge and experi-
ence into academia following his retirement from
the bench by becoming an adjunct professor at Seton
Hall and Kean universities.

During his lifetime, he also helped maintain the
bond forged by his ancestors with The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield where, in addition to being a
congregant, he was a deacon, trustee and elder. His
wife, the Reverend Helen Beglin, is a former associ-
ate pastor at the church. Judge Beglin’s memorial
service will be held there this Sunday, May 21, at 3
p.m., prior to interment at the Revolutionary War
Cemetery located across the street from the church.
Visitation will be on Saturday, May 20, from 4 to 7
p.m., at the Gray Funeral Home in Cranford.

We salute Judge Beglin’s long and distinguished
service to the law and to the community, to his family
and his students, and to his church. His life and
career were deeply interwoven with the history,
people and the fabric of the community, and he
leaves a solid legacy. May he rest in peace.

Over the past few years golfers in the region have
seen significant improvements to area golf courses.
Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield just com-
pleted a substantial upgrade of the century-old club.
Shackamaxon, which was sold to the RDC Golf
Group in 2012, has made substantial changes, as did
Union County to the Galloping Hill course in
Kenilworth, and the freeholder board is expected to
vote tonight on a $9-million contract to construct a
new clubhouse at the Ash Brook course in Scotch
Plains.

Galloping Hill saw the construction of a 43,000-
square-foot clubhouse as well as a TaylorMade
Performance Lab with fitting lab for golf clubs, a 50-
stall driving range and a 40,000-square-foot practice
facility. As reported in New Jersey Monthly, the
county issued some $20 million in bonds to turn the
previous 27-hole Galloping Hill course, that was
constructed in 1928, “into an 18-hole championship
course.”

Union County officials said they anticipate the
revenue per round of golf to increase at Ash Brook
when the new 21,000-square-foot clubhouse is com-
pleted. The Ash Brook course was recently reno-
vated and extensive bunker work and a new irriga-
tion system also are planned in the future, according
to the Ash Brook website. The clubhouse will re-
place an existing 50-year-old facility.

Among its amenities will be a restaurant. When
the county closed the Oak Ridge golf course after the
2008 season and hired Illinois-based KemperSports
to manage its two remaining facilities, golfers were
promised that both courses would be upgraded.
Initially, however, the focus was on Galloping Hill
due in part to its location along the Garden State
Parkway. As part of the upgrade, the New Jersey
Golf Association moved its offices to the Galloping
Hill clubhouse. We still believe that while the club-
house at Galloping Hill is needed, the banquet part
of the facility should not compete directly with area
wedding catering halls.

Shackamaxon has added a 25-meter main pool.
The new pool follows the restoration of the bunkers,
ballroom and men’s locker room.

Eminent golf architect Rees Jones was involved in
the upgrades to Galloping Hill, Ash Brook and Echo
Lake. The Echo Lake upgrade, according to http://
newjersey.pga.com, was in the $2.1 million range.

We believe the upgrades of these courses as well as
other golf facilities here in Union County will not only
attract more golfers, but hopefully spur the local
economy with many more golf outings being booked
and visitors having the opportunity to see all that is
available here, from arts and entertainment venues to
parks and recreational opportunities and local down-
towns like Westfield, Cranford and Summit.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane
words.

1. Scray – The sea swallow
2. Wachna – The little Alaskan cod
3. Psellism – Any speech defect, as

stammering
4. Javel – A vagabond or lowly person

PTARMIC
1. Producing smoke or soot
2. Causing to sneeze
3. Of an alien or foreign nature
4. Pertaining to the final end or pur-

pose
DAWPATE

1. Putrid; foul-smelling
2. In a relaxed state; resting
3. Formed like a fan
4. A simpleton; a fool

TELLURAL
1. Pertaining to the earth
2. Having wits; sense; understanding
3. Round or oval in form
4. Prophetic; oracular; mysterious

GOBBET
1. A naked cell or mass of protoplasm
2. A chunk of raw flesh
3. A water wheel with buckets
4. A tobacco or money pouch

More letters pages 5, 18

No News Is Too Small
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I Agree We in Westfield and in Govt.
Can Do More to Promote The Env.

I Disagree With the Scare Tactics and
False Statements on Mountain Biking

Trump-Putin Colluding, Never Has
So Much Been Said About So Little

I Endorse David Contract for Town
Council in Westfield’s Third Ward

As a Westfield resident and co-lead
of the Union County Chapter of Jersey
Off Road Bicycling Association
(JORBA), I am writing on behalf of
our local mountain bike community to
express strong disagreement with Wil-
liam Toth in last week’s letter to editor
condemning the bike portion of the
Watchung Reservation Trails Master
Plan. Mr. Toth and his organization,
“Save Watchung Reservation,” repre-
sent a small but vocal group who sim-
ply do not want to share Watchung
Reservation with the local bicycling
community. He and his colleagues have
waged an aggressive campaign against
bikes in Watchung Reservation for
several months, utilizing gross misin-
formation, scare-tactics, and outright
lies to make their case.

Mr. Toth’s letter to editor was lit-
tered with such misinformation and
lies:

He claims mountain bikes were
briefly allowed in Watchung 20 years
ago but were prohibited after, “exten-
sive damage to the trails, conflict
with other users, and traumatic inju-
ries.” This is false, the county has no
record of extensive damage, conflict
with other users, or traumatic injuries
related to bikes. In fact, the county
has no record at all as to why the bike
ban was reinstated in 1995.

Mr. Toth also claims that the
Watchung Reservation is home to a
fragile ecosystem and several threat-
ened or endangered species, and there-
fore unsuitable for bike trails. The
fact is there are several dozen shared
hike/bike/horse trail systems through-
out the state with similar ecosystems
and wildlife populations where all
user groups coexist peacefully. Cur-
rently, JORBA-trained volunteers
build and maintain bike/hike/horse
trails at 21 county parks, state parks,
local parks, wildlife preserves, and
reservations comparable to
Watchung. Impact on ecosystems and
wildlife is minimized by established
International Mountain Biking Asso-
ciation (IMBA) trail design and main-
tenance standards. Numerous peer
reviewed studies have concluded the
biggest impact on the ecosystem is
poor trail design, not the user type. In
fact, these studies consistently con-
clude the ecological impact on trails
from bikes is equal or less than that of
hikers, and multiple times less than
the impact of horses.

Mr. Toth also attempts to identify a
host of “threats” posed by the addition
of a bike trail at Watchung Reserva-
tion. He throws everything but the
kitchen sink at us to see what will stick:
“large bike meet-ups; increased night
riding; lack of parking; increased dam-
age to the trail system; harassment and
displacement of other users; risk of
traumatic injuries; difficult rescue op-
erations; costly civil litigation…steep
drop-offs, high cliffs and deep ravines.”
Every one of these claims is baseless
and flies in the face of what actually
occurs at all other JORBA maintained
trail systems in the state:

“Large bike meet-ups” hosted by

JORBA are typically community
events focused on trail maintenance
and skills education. This is a bad
thing?

Night-riding with headlamps is
perfectly safe as long as it is done
during legal park operating hours.
For many 9 to 5 bicyclists this is the
only option during fall/winter week-
days. In fact, the presence of riders on
trails during evening hours gives a
greater sense of security to other park
users who are often afraid to walk the
trails at dusk.

The impact of parking on Watchung
Reservation will be negligible as there
are nine parking lots serving the pro-
posed bike trail. Data from other parks
show maximum 20 to 30 cars with
bikes parked at any given time, mean-
ing an average of two to three addi-
tional cars per lot should be expected
due to the bike trail.

Regarding damage to the trail sys-
tem: trails built to IMBA/USFS stan-
dards mean the trail condition at
Watchung will be healthier than it has
ever been. JORBA has over 100
trained volunteers poised to build and
maintain the Watchung Reservation
trail system.

Harassment and displacement of
other users is simply not an issue at
any other shared-use parks, and will
be completely irrelevant at Watchung
since a bike-only trail is proposed,
and bikes won’t even be ridden on
hiking or equestrian trails.

“Traumatic injuries” is yet another
fabrication by Toth, who attempts to
equate downhill/freestyle biking seen
on Red Bull videos with the much
tamer “cross country” style of riding
and trails proposed for Watchung.
The average speed on the proposed
trails is less than 10 mph, and safe
trail design makes high speeds virtu-
ally impossible. Injury rates of cross-
country style biking are also proven
to be comparable to hiking, and sub-
stantially lower than equestrian use.

Regarding liability/litigation, there
are no precedents in the state for land
managers being sued over mountain
biking. This is simply another scare
tactic employed by Toth.

Finally, regarding “steep drop-offs,
etc.,” all of these potential danger zones
are simply avoided in safe trail design.

Mr. Toth attempts to pigeonhole
the Mountain Bike community as a
fringe group of extreme risk takers
and turtle smashers. Once again, this
couldn’t be further from the truth. We
are your friends, your neighbors, your
children, and Union County residents,
simply looking for a safe, legal place
to enjoy the outdoors on our bikes.

The Union County Freeholders will
determine the fate of the Watchung
bike trail at tonight’s Freeholder meet-
ing (7 p.m., 10 Elizabethtown Plaza,
6th Floor, Elizabeth). We urge you to
attend and show your support for
adding this healthy amenity to
Watchung Reservation.

Jamie Meiselman
JORBA Union County Co-Lead

Westfield

Last week in this space, William
McKinney mildly applauded my par-
ticipation in the town’s Earth Day
clean-up, but stated that I can do
more. I agree; we all can do more to
promote the environment. But it is a
mistake to assume that Westfield and
I have done little. Had Mr. McKinney
asked me directly, I would have ex-
plained what else I, together with
Mayor Skibitsky and my Town Coun-
cil colleagues, have done to minimize
Westfield’s adverse impact on our
climate and to help create and sustain
a healthier environment. The follow-
ing is just a sampling of the town’s
recent actions:

As a result of my advocacy on the
Council’s Finance Policy Commit-
tee, our municipal budget includes
much greater funding for planting
town trees. In 2016, nearly 500 trees
were planted by the Department of
Public Works, and I expect at least an
equal number to be planted this year.

With my encouragement as chair
of the town’s Tree Preservation Com-
mittee, in 2015 the town updated and
fortified the tree preservation ordi-
nance, requiring all developers to
present and comply with a tree pres-
ervation or replacement plan. This
already has resulted in the retention
and replacement of hundreds of shade
trees on private property.

Many years ago, Westfield adopted
an “Integrated Pest Management”
policy to minimize the use of pesti-
cides on public properties and facili-
ties.

The town proudly participates in,
and is working toward certification
by, the Sustainable Jersey program,
and also is a member of the New
Jersey Sustainable Energy Meeting, a
knowledge-based energy purchasing
group of nearly 200 towns.

Westfield participated in the BPU’s
Clean Energy Program and retrofit-
ted all the lighting in all the town’s
buildings and in all traffic signals
with energy efficient fixtures and
lamps.

We worked with PSE&G to have
over 800 mercury vapor street lamps
replaced with lamps that last longer,
contain less mercury, and use 30 to 40
percent less electricity than their coun-
terparts.

The Westfield Regional Health
Department has environmental health
ordinances and services in place to
ensure the public’s well-being, in-
cluding protection from construction
dust and lead paint abatement, and
available radon testing kits.

We provide substantial drop-off
recycling facilities at the town’s con-
servation center. Recycling opportu-
nities at the center were expanded to
include e-waste, textiles, “white good”
appliances, scrap metal, and house-

hold bulk waste.
Also at the conservation center, the

town repurposes fallen limbs and other
discarded tree parts into firewood or
by grinding them into mulch, which is
then made available at no charge to
residents.

Solar panels have been installed on
the roof of the Westfield Memorial
Library, and we are studying whether
other municipal buildings are appro-
priate candidates for solar panels.

Energy Star appliances are utilized
wherever possible in municipal fa-
cilities.

Operators of town vehicles comply
with NJDEP’s idling requirements
pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:27-14, 15.

When purchasing new vehicles and
equipment, alternative sources of
power, fuel efficiency, and emissions
are three of the major factors consid-
ered. For example, new vehicles for
the Parking Division are hybrids and
paystations are solar powered.

The Mayor’s “Westfield First” ini-
tiative, which asks residents to con-
sider shopping and dining in Westfield
first to reduce the use of, and there-
fore emissions from, automobiles

Secured a “Safe Routes to School”
grant to fund the promotion of “walk-
ing” school buses.

Understanding the role that mass
transit plays in the reduction of auto
emissions, the town successfully ad-
vocated for the “one-seat ride” on
New Jersey Transit trains to provide
non-stop service into Manhattan, and
continues to advocate for expanded
“one-seat ride” service.

In addition, the town’s website in-
cludes a full page of useful internet
links to information on what resi-
dents can do to promote a healthy
environment, as well as the list of
resident members of Westfield’s
Green Team.

I look forward to continuing to take
action on the municipal level to pro-
mote a healthier and more sustain-
able environment. While much in fact
has been done, there is more we can
do. Because constructive dialogue is
difficult via newspaper, I encourage
Mr. McKinney and other interested
residents to visit the town’s website
for more information, and to contact
me directly with questions and sug-
gestions.

Sam Della Fera
Westfield Councilman

The intent is to delegitimize Presi-
dent Trump by arguing that he was in
some way colluding with Vladimir
Putin to defeat Hillary Clinton.

Not a day goes by without yet more
talk about how candidate Trump and
his campaign worked with the Rus-
sian dictator to disrupt the 2016 presi-
dential election.

But not a shred of proof has been
presented that this was the case.

Nor have the standards by which
we are supposed to judge innocence
and guilt been applied. It is as if due
process did not exist.

Rumor and innuendo rule the day.
Tragically, national attention is in-

creasingly not being paid to the prob-
lems the country is facing. The slug-
gish economy, poverty, homelessness,
unemployed veterans, tax reform,
health care reform, loss of American
manufacturing, a crumbling infra-
structure, building a stronger national
defense, the North Korean despot,
Iran’s nuclear ambitions, a stronger
NATO. And more.

History does repeat itself. What
was done to President Nixon is now
being done to President Trump by
people not willing to accept the per-
son in the Oval Office. Not willing to
let him carry out his domestic and

foreign policies. Finding fault with
anything he says or does. Raising
suspicions about his intentions.

The greatest threat to the United
States is not Russia or China or North
Korean or Iran or some other foreign
adversary.

The greatest threat is partisan poli-
tics that stymies Congress and The
White House.

President Trump should be allowed
to do the work for which he was
elected. The time has come for all of
us to work with him to solve the
problems our country is facing and
put aside political rancor.

And here particularly both former
President Obama and former presi-
dential candidate Hillary Clinton
should work with President Trump
for the good of the country and the
world rather than allow the partisan
politics of their supporters to destroy
a new presidential administration even
before it has had a chance to get off
the ground.

How sad the spectacle of a country
tearing itself apart because some
people will not accept Donald J.
Trump as President.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

I am Matt Sontz. I have lived in
Westfield for 13 years with my wife
and three children, own a law practice
in town, and have been a town council
candidate for the Third Ward. Based
on my knowledge and experience with
living and working in Westfield, I en-
thusiastically and emphatically endorse
my friend David Contract for Westfield
Town Council for the Third Ward. I
trust David, believe in him, and hope
you will all give him the chance to
show what he can do.

I believe David has all of the quali-
ties needed to be a great councilman.
As a father, husband, and homeowner,
David lives and understands how much
we all have vested in Westfield. He
understands that when Westfield suc-
ceeds, we all succeed. He will work
tirelessly to ensure that all of our fami-
lies have the best opportunity to thrive
in our beautiful community.

His business experience in market-
ing for national brands is exactly what
we need as we look too revitalize our
downtown in a sustainable and cost

efficient way. Managing a budget,
teaming with people who have diverse
skills, and, most importantly, obtain-
ing results, is what David has spent his
professional life learning and doing. I
can also attest to how much David
values learning new things, taking the
time to understand problems, appreci-
ating the pros and cons of different
solutions, and how much he values
others viewpoints on how particular
solutions affect them. David is a bridge
builder who is always looking to con-
tribute. He was pivotal in working
toward obtaining the downtown smok-
ing ban which, as we all know, was
long overdue. I think his campaign
motto “Fresh Ideas and a Proactive
Approach” perfectly summarizes
David’s person and approach to mak-
ing Westfield the best it can be.

I will be wholeheartedly support-
ing David Contract for Town Council
for Third Ward on November 7 and I
hope that you will join me.

Matthew Sontz
Westfield

by Mitul P. Patel, PharmD., RPh.

Pharmacy News

246 South Ave., Unit 4 • Fanwood, NJ • 908-680-6936

Please email your questions to:  Mit@FanwoodPharmacy
or visit our website at: www.FanwoodPharmacy.com

TEN-YEAR STUDY ABSOLVES CELEBREX

suggested that “celecoxib” (brand 
name Celebrex) was linked to an 
increased risk of heart attack, a new 
study reveals that the pain-relieving 

(NSAID) is safer than once thought. 
Beginning a decade ago and involv-
ing nearly 1,000 medical centers 
worldwide, the study conducted 
a three-way comparison between 
prescription doses of Celebrex 
and two other NSAIDs—Naprosyn 
(naproxen) and Motrin (ibuprofen). 
The more than 24,000 arthritis 
patients were equally divided be-
tween the three medications.  At 
the end of the study, Celebrex did 
not raise the risk of heart failure, 
heart attack, or stroke any more 
than the other two medications. 
In fact, Celebrex was found to be 
marginally safer than the others.

     Medicines must be taken properly 
to ensure that they are safe and ef-
fective. Many medicines have pow-
erful ingredients that interact with 
the human body in different ways, 
and diet and lifestyle can some-

a drug’s ability to work in the body. 
For more information, please give 
us a call. One of the services we 
provide is medication synchroniza-
tion. This helps us manage your 
prescription medications so that you 
can get all your maintenance medi-
cations at one time each month. 
This saves our patients multiple 
trips to the pharmacy throughout 
the month for routine medications.
HINT: NSAIDs relieve physi-
cal pain by blocking the produc-
tion of “prostaglandins,” which 
are chemicals in the body that 

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

1992 - 2017 • CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services
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Furniture
Lighting
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•
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 __________________________________________________________
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PROBATE AND ESTATE SETTLEMENT

________________
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_______________

FAMILY LAW
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_________________

201 SOUTH AVE.

WESTFIELD

654-8885

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Kristin N. Badalamenti, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq.,

Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, meditation, domestic violence,
palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey, 07016
(908) 272-0200

www.dughihewit.com



Page 6  Thursday, May 18, 2017 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Psychotherapy And Marriage Counseling

Peter M. Kalellis

Dr. Peter M. Kalellis, a licensed
therapist and author of twelve self-
help books with his associate, a mem-
ber of the American Association of
Marriage and Family Therapy, offers
Psychotherapy for individuals, Mar-
riage and Family Therapy for couples
at our office, 232 St. Paul Street in
Westfield, N.J. Individuals facing
personal problems or married couples
in difficult relationships experience
VIP service, find relief and support-
ive solutions. For clients who are
having financial difficulties we are
able to provide a sliding scale pay-
ment. Phone number: (908) 232-6118
or E-mail: kalellis717@verizon.net.

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood 

TIMES

908-232-4407    sales@goleader.com

SURE TO BE SEEN

To make your advertising SELL, you must get it before 

the people who are interested in BUYING. It is a well 

know fact that when folks here-abouts are in the mood 

to buy, they turn to the advertising columns of the 

LEADER/TIMES to see what’s for sale. Your Ad here 

is SURE TO BE SEEN by the greatest concentration 

of people who mean business ... for you!

Put your advertising

where

it’s

by your

best

prospects!

Peter Braun

Peter Braun to Serve As
Parade Grand Marshal

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Day Parade Committee
has announced that Peter Braun will
be the grand marshal of this year’s
Memorial Day Parade, which will
take place on Monday, May 29.

Born in Philadelphia, Mr. Braun
moved to Westfield
with his family in 1948
and graduated
Westfield High School
in 1961. He attended
prep school at the
Manlius School in up-
state New York. Mr.
Braun was accepted
into the United States
Military Academy at
West Point, where he
lettered in football and
graduated in 1966.

As a key member of
the West Point football
team Mr. Braun is most
proud of Army’s win against Navy in
the 1964 Army-Navy game. The Navy
team was led by its Heisman Trophy-
winning quarterback Roger Staubach.
This stunning victory by Army made
headlines across the country. Five of
the Army starters played both offense
and defense. A book published in
2014, written by Nicolaus Mills, “Ev-
ery Army Man is with You,” tells the
story of this memorable victory, the
men who made it happen and their
path from the gridiron to the Vietnam
War and then home again.

Mr. Braun served at Fort Carson
in Colorado, and then went to Quang
Tri Province in Vietnam, where he
was an advisor to the South Vietnam
Military. His final year in the service
he became an assistant football coach
at West Point. After serving his coun-
try, Mr. Braun left the service in
1970 with the rank of captain to start
his civilian career. He currently re-
sides in Mountainside with his wife
of 12 years, Lucille. He has three
children, Christina, Lindsey and
Heather.

Mr. Braun began his career in
institutional equities with Bear
Stearns, where he focused on na-
tional money managers. He retired
from there in 2010 as a managing
director. Mr. Braun currently is as-
sociated with Financial Capital

Management in busi-
ness development.

“I am deeply humbled
to be selected as this
year’s grand marshal,
honoring the men and
women veterans who
made the supreme sacri-
fice for the freedoms we,
Americans, hold so
dearly,” he said.

The parade commit-
tee wishes to remem-
ber veterans of all wars
who have passed away
since last Memorial
Day. Families are asked

to contact Stan Cuba at (908) 233-
2767 or srcuba@comcast.net with
their loved one’s name, branch of
service and conflict, such as World
War II, Korea, Vietnam, Desert
Storm or action in the Far East.

The parade committee urges or-
ganizations or individuals to march
in the parade, sponsor a wreath to
be placed at the Monument to Vet-
erans of World War I, where open-
ing ceremonies will be held, or to
make a financial contribution to
the parade committee to help off-
set the costs of running the parade.

The Westfield Memorial Day Pa-
rade is sponsored by American Le-
gion Martin Wallberg Post No. 3
and the Town of Westfield. For
more information, call Stan Cuba
at (908) 233-2767.

Blood Drive to Be Part
Of Mitzvah Day Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS — Temple
Sholom will host its annual Mitzvah
Day this Sunday, May 21, from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. The congregation
will spend the day participating in
“mitzvahs,” the Jewish obligation
to serve the greater good.

As part of this meaningful, com-
munity-building event, Temple
Sholom invites the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood community to participate
in a blood drive that will be held
during Mitzvah Day.

The blood drive is open to anyone
ages 16 and 17 years old with paren-
tal consent or 18 and older without
parental consent. Participants must
weigh at least 110 pounds. Photo
identification is required.

Participants may choose to donate
blood or platelets to help people in
the community who are fighting ill-
nesses and recovering from injuries.

“The Torah tells us that we can-
not stand idly by while our neighbor
bleeds. There is no more direct way
to fulfill this mitzvah than by giving

blood,” said Rabbi Joel Abraham of
Temple Sholom.

Refreshments will be available
for participants after donation.

Temple Sholom is located at 1925
Lake Avenue, Scotch Plains. To re-
serve a preferred time slot, call the
temple at (908) 889-4900 or e-mail
sholom@sholomnj.org. Walk-ins
also will be welcome.

Single Jewish Friends
Schedule Lunch

AREA — The Circle of Single Jew-
ish Friends 49-plus has planned a
meet-and-eat lunch for this Sunday,
May 21, at noon. It will take place at
Quaker Steak and Lube, located at
561 Route 1 South, Edison. The cost
is the price of a meal from the menu
and tip plus $3. If interested in attend-
ing, call Roberta at (908) 668-8450
or contact roger678@optonline.net.

Temple Sholom Slates
Event on Government
SCOTCH PLAINS — Temple

Sholom will host “Learn How to Make
Your Voice Heard in State and Local
Government,” a non-partisan educa-
tional session, this Sunday, May 21,
from 7 to 9 p.m. Participants will learn
about local government and how to
foster peaceful, constructive dialogue
in one’s community.

Andrea Long, Donor Relations
manager for the ACLU of New Jer-
sey, will explain how local and re-
gional governments work, how to
reach one’s local and state represen-
tatives, and how to address the most
pressing issues of the day.

Attendees will have an opportunity
to ask questions, share various per-
spectives and reach across the aisle to
foster a peaceful dialogue.

This event is open to the public, but
interested persons are asked to re-
spond by Thursday, May 18, to
sholom@sholomnj.org or (908) 889-
4900. Walk-ins also will be welcome.
Temple Sholom is located at 1925
Lake Avenue, Scotch Plains.

POLLINATOR CENTER DEBUT...Dave Williams of Williams Nursery in
Westfield is joined by, from left to right, Jeannie Geremia, Garden Club of New
Jersey Butterfly and BeeGAP chairwoman; Diana Kazazis, president of the Rake
and Hoe Garden Club of Westfield, and Merrilyn Crane, president of the Garden
Club of Westfield, as they prepare for the grand opening this Saturday of a
pollinator center at the nursery.

New Pollinator Center Set
To Open This Saturday

WESTFIELD — As an initiative of
the Garden Club of New Jersey (GCNJ)
and the National Garden Clubs, Inc.
(NGC), two Westfield garden clubs
are collaborating with Williams Nurs-
ery to create a pollinator center — a
place for the public to learn about and
purchase much-needed plants for the
endangered pollinator population.

The three partners, Williams Nurs-
ery, The Rake and Hoe Garden Club
of Westfield and The Garden Club of
Westfield, welcome the public to the
grand opening this Saturday, May
20, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., at Will-
iams Nursery, located at 524 Spring-
field Avenue, Westfield. Signage for
the center was designed and pro-
duced by the Butterfly and BeeGAP
Committee of GCNJ.

David Wilson from Garden
Splendor and Emily Kennedy from
Prides Corner Farm will speak on
“New Varieties of Plants that At-
tract Pollinators” and “American
Beauties — Native Plants for Pol-
linators and Wildlife,” respectively.

The three organizations also will
present plant donations to the

Westfield Neighborhood Council, an
organization that provides a service
and food to their community by es-
tablishing a community garden. The
event will be held rain or shine.

Historical Society to Look
At Combating Mosquitoes

SCOTCH PLAINS — The His-
torical Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will feature at its Tuesday,
May 23 meeting a presentation on
how best to protect oneself against
mosquitoes and what Union County
Mosquito Control is doing to control
these historic pests.

Union County Mosquito Control is
a service provided by the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers. Mosquito control is provided free
to all residents and businesses lo-
cated in Union County as part of the
services granted through county prop-
erty-tax dollars.

Ralph Strano, the county’s bureau

chief of mosquito control, will in-
form attendees about mosquito habi-
tats and breeding. The species of
mosquitoes in this area have changed
since modern entomologists began
studying them and the diseases they
carry at the start of the last century,
including malaria, encephalitis and
now West Nile Virus, among others.

Free and open to everyone, the meet-
ing will begin at 8 p.m. It will take
place at Scotch Hills Country Club,
located at Plainfield Avenue and
Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains. Re-
freshments and fellowship will follow
the program. For further information,
call Connie Klock at (908) 232-9489.

NAMI Meeting to Address
Future Care of Loved Ones
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Union

County chapter of NAMI/National
Alliance on Mental Illness invites
area residents to attend its Tues-
day, May 23 public meeting to learn
the answer to the question “Who
Will Care For My Loved One When
I Am Gone?”

Ellen Ball Naiven, M.Ed., execu-
tive director of Planned Lifetime
Assistance Network of New Jersey
(PLAN/NJ), will address future
planning issues such as indepen-
dent living supports, estate plan-
ning, legal and financial protections.
Topics covered will include how to
implement a future life plan for
people with disabilities, guardian-
ship, Special Needs Trusts, home
visit monitoring and advocacy.

PLAN/NJ is a statewide, not-for-
profit organization of profession-
als and family members dedicated
to ensuring and overseeing a sys-
tem of support that continues the
care and quality of life for a loved
one with specific needs. PLAN/NJ

is prepared to assist parents and
siblings in envisioning the future
needs of their family member with
a disability or mental health chal-
lenge.

The month of May is Mental
Health Awareness Month. The
Union County affiliate of NAMI
exists to support all who care for a
loved one who struggles with men-
tal illness. Attendees are invited to
bring their questions and concerns
to this meeting and to learn from
others who share similar issues.

A free copy of NAMI’s resource
guide, “Help in Navigating the Men-
tal Health System in Union County,”
and other handouts and literature
will be available to attendees. Re-
freshments will be provided.

The program will begin at 7:30 p.m.
at the RWJ Rahway Fitness & Wellness
Center, located at 2120 Lamberts Mill
Road, Scotch Plains. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 233-1628 or e-mail
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com in the
event of inclement weather.

VALUED VOLUNTEERS...Imagine, A Center for Coping with Loss recently
honored its dedicated volunteers during its annual Volunteer Appreciation Din-
ner. Pictured, from left to right, are: Front Row, Rachel Furnari of Scotch Plains
and Melissa Montalvo of Cranford, and back row, Ann Furnari of Scotch Plains,
Tarajee Wadee’ah Russell-Wertz of Hillside and Thomas Greene of Westfield.

Imagine Honors Volunteers
During Appreciation Dinner
MOUNTAINSIDE — More than

100 volunteers, their families and
friends filled the new space at Imag-
ine, A Center for Coping with Loss
on April 27 for the fifth annual Vol-
unteer Appreciation Dinner. Din-
ner, music, coffee and awards were
provided to show the volunteers how
special and appreciated they are.
Imagine is now located at 244
Sheffield Street, Mountainside.

The evening was catered by Castle
on a Cloud, which donated all of the
food, desserts and staff. Guests also
were treated to live music by The
Have Some Hotel band, which also
donated their services, and coffee from
Rockin’ Joe in Westfield, donated as
well. The event theme was candy, to
exemplify how “sweet” the volun-
teers are, and they received awards
such as the Starburst Award for paint-
ing all of the color on the walls of the
new center and the Rock Candy Award
for the pure energy they provide to
the youngest participants.

“Our volunteers are priceless,”
said Mandi Zucker, Imagine’s pro-
gram director. “As our programs
continue to grow, we absolutely
could not make it happen without

the time and commitment from the
volunteers. We use over 100 volun-
teers every two weeks to facilitate
our support groups, work in the of-
fice, serve on committees, the board
of trustees, and set up and clean up
the space before and after the groups
meet. We hope this event shows our
volunteers, in some small way, how
much we appreciate them and how
grateful we are to be able to do this
work alongside them.”

The next Volunteer Facilitator
training session, which will prepare
Imagine to start up its fifth Night of
Support serving 60 new children and
adults, will take place Friday through
Monday, July 7 to 10, from 9 a.m.
through 5 p.m. daily.

One recently-trained facilitator,
Stephanie Naphtali of Wyckoff, said,
“The training restored my belief in
the compassion of all. It was a trans-
formative experience. I learned so
much and my life has been enriched
by the knowledge I learned.”

To learn more about the training and
the commitment involved to be a fa-
cilitator, contact Mandi Zucker at (908)
264-3100 or mandi@imaginenj.org,
or visit imaginenj.org.

‘Relax-Ercise’ Open
To Cranford Seniors
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Recreation and Parks Department has
announced that a new, 45-minute pro-
gram will be held at the Cranford
Community Center for all interested
Cranford senior citizens.

Entitled “Relax-Ercise,” it is struc-
tured for seniors and is designed to
oxygenate the brain, increase energy,
reduce stress and help improve one’s
immune system.

The class will be held on Monday
mornings, beginning June 5, from
9:15 to 10 a.m. The Cranford Com-
munity Center is located at 220 Wal-
nut Avenue, Cranford. Registration is
open at the Cranford Recreation and
Parks Department. For further infor-
mation, call the Cranford Commu-
nity Center at (908) 709-7283.

Old Guard to Hear About
Complexities of Logic

Gerald Williams

SUMMIT AREA — Gerald Will-
iams, a logician recently retired from
Seton Hall University, will speak to
the Summit Area Old Guard at its
Tuesday, May 23 meeting. He will
talk about “Logical
Thinking: The Prin-
ciples and Pitfalls.”

The term logic
comes from the Greek
word logos. It has
come to mean many
different things.
Logic is said to deal
with the “laws of
thought,” “the rules of
right reasoning,” “the
principles of valid ar-
g u m e n t a t i o n , ”
“truths” and other in-
terpretations. Logic
depends so much on
the imperfections of
language. Logic can only be de-
scribed as the study of truths based
completely on the meanings of the
terms it contains. Logic is described
as the study of the laws of thought,
but they must be laws of correct
reasoning, independent of the psy-
chological idiosyncrasies of the

thinker.
There is a similarity between cor-

rect thinking and valid argumenta-
tion: valid argumentation may be
thought of as an expression of cor-

rect thinking. So, when
we seek to influence oth-
ers, do we always think
correctly? Do we some-
times give our adversary
only the information
which supports our view-
point? Or distort our
adversary’s argument so
that we can overcome it?
Or change the nature of
the argument so that it
can be more easily dis-
missed? Is logic an av-
enue to the “truth?”

Mr. Williams will tell at-
tendees how much people
can learn from “logic” and

how suitable it is for computers and
artificial intelligence.

All active men age 50-plus are
invited to attend the Tuesday morn-
ing meetings of the Summit Area
Old Guard. Meetings are held at
the New Providence Municipal
Center, located at 360 Elkwood
Avenue, New Providence. A coffee
hour starts at 9:15 a.m., followed
by a 10 a.m. business meeting
brightened by singing and humor.
Guest speakers begin their talk at
10:30 a.m.

Old Guard members participate in
sports, bridge, hikes, trips, plays,
concerts and other cultural events.
For more information, call Jim
Hewitt at (908) 233-5507 or log onto
the website summitoldguard.org.

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Correction to Link For
Centennial Village 5K
CRANFORD — In a previous press

release about the Centennial Village
Group’s annual 5K Race on Sunday,
June 4, the sign-up link was incorrect.
The correct sign-up link is
www.racemine.com/centennial-vil-
lage. The deadline to pre-register is
still Sunday, May 21.

FCC to Feature
‘Journeying’ Seminar
WESTFIELD — The First Con-

gregational Church of Westfield, lo-
cated at 125 Elmer Street, Westfield,
will present a free seminar entitled
“Journeying Across the Divide: Com-
municating with the Other.” All are
welcome.

It will be held on Sunday, June 4,
from 2 to 4:30 p.m. Attendees are
asked to arrive at 1:45 p.m. for check
in. For registration and questions, e-
mail 0604fccadvocacy@gmail.com.
Individuals are asked not to call the
church. E-mails will be answered as
soon as possible.
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SP-F Memorial Day Events
To Include Concert, Parade
SCOTCH PLAINS/FANWOOD

— The communities of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood have announced their
schedule of events in observance of
Memorial Day. All are welcome.

The sixth annual Memorial Day
Concert will take place on Sunday,
May 28, on the Alan Augustine Village
Green at the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building beginning at 6:30 p.m. The
program will feature patriotic tunes
and the reading of letters written by
members of the United States military
to their loved ones at home.

Memorial Day commemoration
ceremonies will be conducted on
Monday, May 29, beginning at 9
a.m. at the Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary, located at 5 Forest Road, and
continuing at 10 a.m. at the Scotch
Plains Gazebo on Park Avenue.

The Memorial Day Parade will com-
mence at 10:45 a.m. from the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building, located at
430 Park Avenue. It will proceed along
Park Avenue, move down Martine
Avenue into the center of Fanwood
and end at LaGrande Park.

The 2017 Memorial Day Parade is
funded by the Township of Scotch
Plains and the Borough of Fanwood.
The Memorial Day Concert is pre-
sented through the generosity of lo-
cal donors – individuals, businesses
and community organizations – who
underwrite the concert expenses.

Anyone wishing to donate may
make checks payable to: Memorial
Day Parade Committee, Attention:
Bob LaCosta, Township of Scotch
Plains, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076. For questions
about donation levels, call (908) 322-
6700, extension no 313.

Cranford Announces
Memorial Day Parade
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Recreation and Parks Department
has announced that its annual Me-
morial Day Parade, with Peter
Klein of the U.S. Army as grand
marshal, will take place on Mon-
day, May 29.

Lineup will begin at the Cranford
Community Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue, Cranford, at 8:30
a.m. Marching will commence at 9
a.m. and end with a traditional me-
morial ceremony at Memorial Park
on Springfield Avenue between Riv-
erside Drive and Central Avenue.

In the event of inclement weather,
services only will be held at the
Cranford Community Center at 10
a.m. For further information, call
the Cranford Recreation and Parks
Department at (908) 709-7283.

Miller-Cory to Celebrate
‘Yankee Doodle’ on Sunday
WESTFIELD — Area residents

will have an opportunity to trans-
form into colonial American patri-
ots during “A Yankee Doodle Cel-
ebration” this Sunday, May 21,
from 2 to 4 p.m., at the Miller-Cory
House Museum. The museum is
located at 614 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield.

Children will hear about the ori-
gins of the song “Yankee Doodle”
and other stories, and make a Yan-
kee Doodle craft. Sunday’s program
also will include demonstrations of
authentic open-hearth cooking with
early American recipes, colonial-
era cooking tools and seasonal
foods. Admission is $4 for ages 13
and older; $3 for ages 3 to 12, and
free for those age 2 and under.

The museum will hold its annual
yard sale, “Aunt Carrie’s Attic
Sale,” on Saturday, May 27, from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m., rain or shine. The
public is invited to both attend the
sale and to donate items such as
housewares, linens, toys, bric-a-
brac or small furniture pieces.

The museum is not accepting
textbooks, clothing, electronics of
any kind or anything that is bro-
ken. Donation drop-offs may be
arranged by calling the museum
weekday mornings between 9 a.m.
and noon. All donations are tax-

deductible and all proceeds ben-
efit the museum.

The final program of the spring
season before the museum closes
for the summer is “Cooking with
Herbs” on Sunday, June 4.

For more information, call the mu-
seum office at (908) 232-1776 or e-
mail millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
The website is millercoryhouse.org.

Lavy House Event to Focus
On Better Sleep For Seniors
WESTFIELD — An informa-

tional program entitled “Dreaming
of a Good Night’s Sleep: How You
Can Help Yourself,” for senior citi-
zens and their families, will take
place on Tuesday, May 23, at 11:30
a.m., at The Senior Resource Cen-
ter at The Lavy House, located at
748 East Broad Street, Westfield.

Jewish Family Service (JFS) of
Central New Jersey Nurse Kathleen
McMahon will present this pro-
gram. A light lunch will be served
and dietary laws observed.

Many older adults develop sleep
problems as they age. They may
begin to have a harder time falling
asleep, and start waking up more
often during the night and earlier
in the morning. There can be much
tossing and turning in bed, result-
ing in daytime exhaustion. A rest-
ful night may become a thing of the
past. In this presentation, Ms.
McMahon will discuss strategies
toward achieving that longed-for
good night’s sleep.

Ms. McMahon is a seasoned reg-
istered nurse who has experience
working in both hospital and com-
munity health nurse settings. She
was instrumental in implementing
the JFS Care Transitions program

with Trinitas Regional Medical
Center and Holy Redeemer.

The Senior Resource Center at
The Lavy House is a joint venture
between the Westfield United Fund
and Temple Emanu-El of Westfield.
Through a grant from the Jewish
Community Foundation of Greater
MetroWest NJ, Jewish Family Ser-
vice of Central New Jersey pro-
vides programming and the ser-
vices of Licensed Clinical Social
Worker Naomi Kreutzer each Tues-
day. Programs are free of charge
and open to the entire community.

Registration is recommended if plan-
ning to attend. Interested persons are
asked to e-mail info@jfscentralnj.com
or to call (908) 352-8375.

Mass Is On Saturday
For Anointing of Sick
SPRINGFIELD — A Mass of the

sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick
will be celebrated this Saturday, May
20, at 11 a.m., at Saint James the
Apostle Church. The church is located
at 45 South Springfield Avenue,
Springfield. For more information, call
the church at (973) 376-3044.

MR. STEPHEN M. KLEINBERG AND MRS. PERRY R. SACKS

Miss Perry R. Sacks
Weds Stephen M. Kleinberg
Miss Perry Rachel Sacks, daughter

of Steven Sacks and Elyse Weber-
Sacks of Springfield, formerly of
Westfield, was married on Saturday,
May 6, to Stephen Michael Kleinberg,
son of John and Margaret Kleinberg
of Abingdon, Md.

The ceremony and reception took
place at The Oyster Point Hotel in
Red Bank, N.J., and was officiated by
Rabbi Douglas Sagal of Temple
Emanu-El in Westfield.

The bride works in New York for
M+R, a strategic communications and
digital consulting firm working with
nonprofits and foundations. She
graduated from Westfield High
School in 2005, and earned a
bachelor’s degree in political science
and master’s degree in political com-
munications, both from American
University in Washington, D.C.

The bride’s father is Director of
Human Resources for Marks Paneth

LLP, an accounting and advisory firm
based in New York City. The bride’s
mother is President and owner of
Connie Rosenberg & Associates, Inc.,
a geriatric care management firm with
offices in Morris Plains and Westfield.

The groom works in Jersey City for
insurance company Enstar US. He
graduated from Penn State Univer-
sity with a degree in mathematics.

The groom’s father is an engineer
for the U.S. Army. His mother is a
lactation consultant with the Mary-
land Department of Health.

Bridesmaids included Adrienne
O’Rourke and Michelle Kuppersmith,
both graduates of Westfield High
School. Groomsmen included
Harrison Sacks, brother of the bride
and a 2009 Westfield High School
graduate.

The couple met in Washington, D.C.
in 2011. They currently reside in Jer-
sey City, N.J.

Fanwood WW II Vets to Be
Parade Co-Grand Marshals
FANWOOD/SCOTCH PLAINS

— Longtime Fanwood residents Joe
Nagy and Ed Miller will serve as co-
grand marshals of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Memorial Day Parade on
Monday, May 29. The parade also
will honor the service of Alan
Ebersole of Fanwood, who had ac-
cepted the honor to be a co-grand
marshal this year but died in late
April at age 94. The parade com-
memorates the sacrifices of fallen
service men and women.

Mr. Nagy spent two years in mili-
tary training before the age of 20 to
aid in America’s efforts to win
World War II. Now 94, he was
drafted into the Army in 1943 and
trained at Fort Dix. From there, he
spent 90 days in Texas working in
the Tank Destroyer Battalion and
later served in a unit in South Caro-
lina. His South Carolina unit was
dismantled in 1944, and he then
went to train in Mississippi to be-
come an infantry replacement.

Mr. Nagy was part of the occu-
pying force in Japan. In September

1945 — just one month after the
atomic bombs were dropped on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki — his unit
conducted operations to bring
peace to Japan.

“Japan was badly devastated. To-
kyo was almost nothing,” recalled
Mr. Nagy. “(In Hiroshima) one
bomb and 120,000 people disap-
peared. You really recognized the
futility of war in that moment.”

Mr. Nagy remained in the reserves
for 23 years when he returned home
and eventually retired as a major. He
has long been active locally with the
Fanwood Historic Preservation
Commission and TV-35.

Mr. Miller, originally a native of
Kearny, had just finished high school
when he was drafted into the Army
Air Corps in 1943. Part of the sixth
aircraft repair unit in San Antonio,
following basic training and 17 weeks
of machinist school, he worked
alongside civilians in the biggest re-
pair station of the Army to ready
equipment for the war.

“Right out of school, the Army
needed machinists. In high school,
I had worked for a fellow who
made model airplane engines, so I

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

Conservancy to Host
Family Movie Night

CRANFORD — The Hanson
Park Conservancy will sponsor a
free family movie night on Satur-
day, May 20, at Hanson Park, lo-
cated at 38 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford.

Attendees are invited to bring
their blankets and chairs for watch-
ing the film. Starting at approxi-
mately 8 p.m., the feature presen-
tation will be Moana, starring the
voices of Dwayne Johnson and
Auli’i Cravalho and featuring mu-
sic by Lin-Manuel Miranda. It is
the epic adventure of a spirited
teen and the demigod Maui and
their voyage across the ocean.

Popcorn and refreshments will be
available for sale. The rain date is
Friday, June 9. For more information,
visit HansonParkConservancy.com.

luckily had a little experience,” he
explained.

Deployed to the Philippines in
1944, Mr. Miller was part of the 5th
fighter squadron in support of the
Chinese. He was assigned to the
floating Air Depot of the Pacific to
combat Japanese aggression in the
South China Sea. “We were there to
support the invasion of Japan. That
was our one and only focus,” Mr.
Miller said.

Upon his return home following
victory, Mr. Miller moved to Fanwood
and worked manufacturing steel in
nearby Garwood. He successfully
earned his degree in math and science
from Jersey City State College.

Mr. Ebersole will be posthu-
mously honored as a co-grand mar-
shal. He served in the Army Air
Corps, enlisting in 1942 and rising
to the rank of squadron sergeant.
In the spring of 1943, he was sent
to Japan, served in Midway, and
fought in the Aleutian Islands. “We
beat (Japan) because we could out-
produce them with all elements of

GREATEST GENERATION...The late Alan Ebersole, Joe Nagy and Ed Miller,
pictured left to right, all veterans of World War II, were selected in April to serve
as co-grand marshals of the 2017 Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day Parade.
The parade will take place on Monday, May 29, beginning at the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building and concluding at Fanwood’s LaGrande Park.

Fundraiser to Help
Fight Pet Cancer

AREA — Pet Valu and the Animal
Cancer Foundation are partnering
once again this weekend to combat
cancer in dogs, cats and other pets.

All day on Saturday and Sunday,
May 20 and 21, proceeds from Pet
Valu’s dog wash stations will be do-
nated to the Animal Cancer Founda-
tion. During last year’s event, a total of
$35,000 was raised in just two days.

Pet Valu stores nationwide are par-
ticipating in this fundraiser. The cost
is $10, with 100 percent of the funds
raised donated to the Animal Cancer
Foundation.

war,” Mr. Ebersole said in a recent
interview. “What we accomplished
was amazing.”

Mr. Ebersole was a volunteer
with the Flintlocks, a group of vet-
erans working with Boy Scouts in
the area, of which he was a member
for more than 80 years. He also
was pivotal in the establishment
and operation of the Fanwood Re-
cycling Center for more than 30
years until its closure in 2016.

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin

(Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful Flower of

Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

N.C.P.
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– Obituaries – Virginia Shaw Morbeck, 95, A Kind,
Generous Spirit and Friend to All

Virginia Shaw Morbeck, 95, died
on Sunday, May 7, at her home at
Westminster-Canterbury in Winches-
ter, Va. She was born Virginia Amelia
Shaw in Cleveland, Ohio, on March
12, 1922, to George Robert Shaw and
Helen Churchill Shaw. The oldest of
four children, she was named for her
two grandmothers and was nicknamed
Jinny. The family moved to Verona,
N.J., in 1930. Jinny was a 1943 Home
Economics-Related Arts graduate of
the University of Wisconsin. She was
proud of her family’s association with
the University of Wisconsin. Her hus-
band, father, mother, brother, three
aunts and grandmother were gradu-
ates, as well as two daughters and a
grandson. When Jinny was a sopho-
more, she met her future husband,
Robert Morbeck, a chemical engi-
neering student. After graduation, they
married in 1944 and moved to
Cranford, N.J. They later lived in
Fanwood and Westfield, N.J. Jinny
retired to Winchester, Va., in 1999.

Jinny was an active member of
many organizations. She was a
Brownie leader and Cub Scout Den
Mother, a library volunteer at her
children’s schools, and a docent at the
Miller-Cory House Museum. She was
a board member of Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library, College
Women’s Club, Questers, Westfield
Historical Society, and Delta Delta
Delta sorority. Both Jinny and her
husband, Bob, were longtime Elders
at the Fanwood (N.J.) Presbyterian
Church. Jinny also was president of
the church Women’s Association and
chairwoman of the Memorial Fund.
Bob and Jinny traveled extensively
both here and abroad. Her children
remember the many long road trips to
visit national parks and friends around

the country. She continued traveling
in retirement, participating in
ElderHostel with friends. Jinny was
artistic, made many of her own unique
clothes, and furnished a large
dollhouse with clever handmade
items. From a young age, Jinny was
an avid reader and a proficient cross-
word solver. In her later years, she
became an expert paper snipper, cre-
ating hundreds of paper cat cutouts.

Jinny’s husband, Bob, died in 1992.
Her brother, John LaMotte Shaw, and
a sister, Ruth Shaw Brooks, also pre-
deceased her. She is survived by her
sister, Martha Shaw MacLeod of
Roanoke, Va.; sister-in law, Ann Shaw
of Mercer Island, Wash., and her four
children, Mary Ellen Morbeck (John
Hoffman) of Sonoita, Ariz., Karen
Hayden (Bruce) of Crozet, Va., Nancy
Haack (Stan) of Purcellville, Va., and
Robert Morbeck, Jr. (Sally) of
Rutledge, Pa. Jinny also is survived
by eight grandchildren, two great-
grandchildren and many nieces and
nephews. She enjoyed the company
of her family. Jinny’s kind and gener-
ous spirit was a source of constant
delight for anyone who crossed paths
with her.

Jinny’s ashes will be interred at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church Me-
morial Garden alongside her husband
and parents. Services are private. In
lieu of flowers, memorial gifts may
be made to the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church Memorial Garden, P.O. Box
69, 74 S. Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
N.J. 07023, or to the Helen Louise
Allen Textile Collection at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, University of
Wisconsin Foundation, US Bank
Lockbox Box 78236, Milwaukee, WI
53278-0236.

May 18, 2017

Arthur S. Pearce

Arthur Stephen Pearce
January 11, 1967 - April 22, 2017

Father, son, brother, friend — all
who knew Art admired how he navi-
gated graciously through this world.
Art ended what he called his “jour-
ney” with cancer and left us at sun-
rise on Earth Day at the
Kaplan House Hospice
in Danvers, Mass.

Art grew up in
Westfield, N.J. and spent
most summers of his
youth on Long Beach
Island. He graduated
from Westfield High
School in 1985 and
Lehigh University in
1989. He was a member
of Alpha Sigma Phi Fra-
ternity and formed many
friendships there that
have endured for years.

Art began his career as a CPA at
Ernst and Young in Boston. After
living in Beacon Hill he moved his
young family to Marblehead, Mass.
Over the years he enjoyed several
rewarding positions, and most re-
cently served as Director of Product
Development at Corporate Value

Metrics, LLC. He approached his
work as he did his life, with boundless
curiosity, meaning, wit and grace.

Fatherhood was Art’s most cher-
ished charge — his pride in the char-

acter, values and accom-
plishments of his daugh-
ters provided his greatest
joy. Katie and Jessie at-
tribute their strength and
motivation to the lessons
they learned from their
Dad, and feel blessed to
have been raised by such
a strong-hearted father.

Art is survived by his
beloved daughters, Jessica
Lynn and Katelyn Pearce;
his mother, Arlene Pearce;
father, Donald Pearce, and

sister, Amanda Pearce, as well as
scores of friends and colleagues,
whose lives have been impacted by
his spirit.

We look forward to celebrating
Arthur’s life with a Memorial in
Marblehead, Mass., at a later date.

May 18, 2017

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001626

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-020990-16

Plaintiff: VENTURES TRUST 2013-I-H-R BY
MCM CAPITAL PARTNERS, LLC, ITS
TRUSTEEU.S. BANK TRUST, N.A., AS
TRUSTEE FOR LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPA-
TION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: IVONNE BESSIL, MORTGAGE

ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS,
INC., AS NOMINEE FOR EAST COAST MORT-
GAGE CORP AND PARKWAY VILLAGE CON-
DOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, INC.

Sale Date: 06/14/2017
Writ of Execution: 01/31/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Ten Thousand Four Hundred Two and 10/100***
$310,402.10.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Township of Cranford, County of Union, in the
State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 10b
Parkway Village, Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

TAX LOT #1, Block # 332, Qual.: C010B.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: Unknown.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Unknown.
Taxes: Current through 1st Quarter of 2017*
*Plus interest on these figures through date of

payoff and any and all subsequent taxes, water
and sewer amounts.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Nineteen Thou-
sand Three Hundred Seventy-Two and 21/100***
$319,372.21 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN & EISENBERG, PC
1040 NORTH KINGS HIGHWAY
SUITE 407
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(609) 397-9200
4 T - 05/18, 05/25, 06/01
& 06/08/17 Fee: $179.52 SHERIFF’S SALE

SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001625
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-024842-16
Plaintiff: FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE

ASSOCIATION
VS.
Defendant: PHYUCIA FLAGG, ADMINISTRA-

TRIX OF THE ESTATE OF JUDY P. MONROE
JOHNSON; PHYLICIA FLAGG; STATE OF NEW
JERSEY; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA;
AMOS FINANCIAL LLC; FORD MOTOR CREDIT
LLC; EQUABLE ASCENT FINANCIAL;
CITIBANK, N.A.

Sale Date: 06/14/2017
Writ of Execution: 01/31/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Twenty Thousand Four Hundred Thirty-Three
and 41/100*** $220,433.41.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
OF WESTFIELD, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 311 WINDSOR AV-
ENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

It is known and designated as Block 4004, Lot
18.

The dimensions are approximately 26 feet X
132 feet.

Nearest cross street: Grandview Avenue
Prior lien(s): NONE
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Twenty-Six Thou-

sand Nine Hundred Sixty-Three and 12/100***
$226,963.12 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL & FRANKENBERG, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 05/18, 05/25, 06/01
& 06/08/17 Fee: $195.84

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001621

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-64178-09

Plaintiff: VENTURES TRUST 2013-I-H-R BY
MCM CAPITAL PARTNERS, LLC, ITS TRUSTEE

VS.
Defendant: RAE MARIE MITROW; AND MAT-

THEW M1TROW JP MORGAN CHASE BANK,
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

Sale Date: 06/14/2017
Writ of Execution: 01/22/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Million Six
Hundred Twenty-Two Thousand Five Hundred
Sixty-Five and 31/100*** $2,622,565.31.

All that certain land and premises situated in
the Town of Westfield, County of Union, State of
New Jersey, being more particularly described
as follows:

Lot: 32; Block: 201 on the Tax Map of the Town
of Westfield.

Nearest Cross Street: Prospect Street.
Approximate Dimensions: 520 feet x 115 feet

x 520 feet x 115 feet.
Being more commonly known as: 112

Brightwood Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey
07090.

Pursuant to municipal tax search dated Octo-
ber 24, 2016:

Subject to: 2016 4th quarter taxes due 11/10/
2016, $6,816.14 and 2017 1st quarter taxes due
2/10/2017, $6,681.46.

Total Upset:  ***Two Million Seven Hundred
Thirty-One Thousand Four Hundred Eighty-Three
and 48/100*** $2,731,483.48 together with law-
ful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
HILL WALLACK LLP
21 ROSZEL ROAD
PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 08540
(609) 924-0808
4 T - 05/18, 05/25, 06/01
& 06/08/17 Fee: $177.48

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001528

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-010622-16

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: JOHN HANS LUZAN; BANK OF

AMERICA, N.A.; MAIN STREET ACQUISITION
CORP, ASSIGNEE; CITIBANK, NA; UNIFUND
CCR LLC; BENEFICIAL NEW JERSEY INC

Sale Date: 06/07/2017
Writ of Execution: 03/02/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Twenty-Nine Thousand Five Hundred Eighty-
Five and 25/100*** $429,585.25.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 1248 MAPLE
HILL ROAD, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY
07076-4616.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 7, BLOCK 9602 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
SCOTCH PLAINS.

Dimensions: 110.00 feet X 125.00 feet X 60.00
feet X 78.54 feet X 75.00 feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Hill Top Road.
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Thirty-Nine

Thousand Eight Hundred Thirty-Four and 65/
100*** $439,834.65 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 05/11, 05/18, 05/25
& 06/01/17 Fee: $199.92

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001515

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-009888-16

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: DARREN WHITEHALL, WENDY

PICKTHALL
Sale Date: 06/07/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/10/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Million Six
Hundred Eighteen Thousand Three Hundred
Ninety-Four and 68/100*** $1,618,394.68.

MUNICIPALITY: Westfield.
COUNTY: UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
STREET & STREET NO: 139 North Euclid

Avenue.
TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 2403, LOT:

21.
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 285.27 feet x 82.88

feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: 474.82 feet from

East Broad Street.
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): All unpaid

municipal taxes, assessments and liens; Any set
of facts which an accurate survey would dis-
close; Any restrictions or covenants on record
which run with the land; Rights of the United
States of America, if any; Any Condominium lien
priority, if any; Any outstanding PUD or
Homeowner’s Associations dues or fees, if any;
Any occupants or persons in possession of the
property, if any; Additional municipal charges,
liens, taxes or tax sale certificates and insur-
ance, if any.

WESTFIELD TOWN-TAXES-QTR2 2017
holds a claim for taxes due and/or other munici-
pal utilities such as water and/or sewer in the
amount of $4,548.36 as of 03/03/2017.

WESTFIELD TOWNSHIP-SEWER ACCT #
3152 holds a claim for taxes due and/or other
municipal utilities such as water and/or sewer in
the amount of $335.00 as of 03/03/2017.

Total Upset:  ***One Million Six Hundred Sixty-
Four Thousand Six Hundred Seventeen and 91/
100*** $1,664,617.91 together with lawful inter-
est and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN LLC
728 MARINE HIGHWAY
SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 05/11, 05/18, 05/25
& 06/01/17 Fee: $206.04

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001198

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-017270-15

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION AS TRUSTEE FOR WELLS FARGO
HOME EQUITY ASSET-BACKED SECURITIES
2004-2 TRUST, HOME EQUITY ASSET-
BACKED CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2004-2

VS.
Defendant: JACQUELINE KAUFMAN AND

JEFFREY KAUFMAN, HIS WIFE; JP MORGAN
CHASE BANK, N.A.

Sale Date: 05/24/2017
Writ of Execution: 02/22/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Sixty-Four Thousand One Hundred Six and 35/
100*** $264,106.35.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.

Tax Lot 4, Block 4104 f/k/a Lot 19, Block 119.
Commonly known as 431 Warren Street,

Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)

100 x 50 x 100 x 50.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the North-

easterly line of Warren Street, 350 feet from the
Southeasterly line of Coles Avenue.

Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Seventy Thou-
sand Seven Hundred Fifty-Seven and 16/100***
$270,757.16 together with lawful interest and
costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condo-
minium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLC - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 04/27, 05/04, 05/11
& 05/18/17 Fee: $191.76

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001167

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-013113-16

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK TRUST COM-
PANY AMERICAS, AS TRUSTE FOR RESI-
DENTIAL ACCREDIT LOANS, INC., MORT-
GAGE ASSET-BACKED PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2006-QS10

VS.
Defendant: JIMMY HURTADO AND ANN

MARIE HURTADO, HUSBAND AND WIFE; JP
MORGAN CHASE BANK NA; UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 05/24/2017
Writ of Execution: 01/26/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Ninety-Six Thousand Eight Hundred Thirty-Two
and 05/100*** $796,832.05.

The property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH OF FANWOOD in the County of UNION,
and the State of New Jersey.

Tax Lot 66, Block 27.
Commonly Known as 190 Farley Avenue,

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)

233.30 x 49.92 x 235.70 x 50.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the North-

easterly side of Farley Avenue, 183.06 feet from
the Southeasterly side of Midway Avenue.

Total Upset:  ***Eight Hundred Sixteen Thou-
sand Nine Hundred Nine and 56/100***
$816,909.56 together with lawful interest and
costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condo-
minium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLC - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 04/27, 05/04, 05/11
& 05/18/17 Fee: $191.76

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001501

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-008535-15

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A. SUC-
CESSOR BY MERGER TO WACHOVIA BANK,
N.A.

VS.
Defendant: COLEMAN F RODGERS, INEZ

RODGERS, AND NYB AND FMC FCU
Sale Date: 06/07/2017
Writ of Execution: 01/17/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Fifty-Eight Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty-Three
and 96/100*** $358,953.96.

Commonly known as address: 200 South
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

Municipality: Borough of Fanwood.
Lot and Block: Lot 7, Block 108.
Approximate dimensions: 75.00 x 118.00 Feet.
Nearest cross street: King Street.
To the best of this firm’s knowledge, the prop-

erty is not an affordable unit subject to the Fair
Housing Act.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Seventy Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Forty-Seven and 19/100***
$370,847.19 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
BUCKLEY MADOLE, P.C.
99 WOOD AVENUE SOUTH SUITE 803
ISELIN, NEW JERSEY 08830
(732) 902-5399
4 T - 05/11, 05/18, 05/25
& 06/01/17 Fee: $159.12

Westfield Library to Offer
‘Roaring ’20s’ Music Salute
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Memorial Library will present Linda
Ipanema and the Dixie Cats paying
tribute to the “Roaring Twenties” on
Wednesday, May 24, at 7 p.m. The
Dixie Cats will feature songs such as
“By the Light of the Silvery Moon,”
“Bye Bye Blackbird” and “I’m Look-
ing Over A Four Leaf Clover.”

Known as the “Queen of
Dixieland,” Ms. Ipanema is con-
sidered one of the foremost singers
of Dixieland jazz. She has per-
formed in all the major clubs in
New York City and the Metropoli-

Temple to Hold Open House
For Prospective Members

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congregation
Beth Israel will hold an open house for
prospective members this Sunday, May
21, from 10:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
Prospective congregants will have the
opportunity to tour the synagogue and
its religious school and to meet Con-
gregation Beth Israel’s leadership.

The open house will take place
during the religious school’s end-
of-year celebration. Sponsored by
the synagogue’s Men’s Club, the
event is free to the community.

The end-of-year party will feature
a barbecue, refreshments and games
for children of all ages. Attendees
also will have the opportunity to
help support charities by participat-
ing in craft and sports activities at
“Mitzvah Booths” run by religious
school students in grades 6 and 7.

“This is a wonderful way to end the
school year,” said Gail Beckman
Buchbinder, education director of
Congregation Beth Israel. “It’s also a
great opportunity for us to welcome
prospective members and have them
meet the children, parents, teachers
and volunteers that make up our close-
knit synagogue family.”

Congregation Beth Israel has been
recognized as an ABLE Awarded
Congregation by the Jewish Federa-
tion of Greater MetroWest for its
commitment to inclusion and accom-
modation for all its members. Its
religious school was one of the first
three congregations in North
America to be designated as a Frame-
work for Excellence School by the
United Synagogue of Conservative
Judaism, educating students from

kindergarten through 10th grade
through experiential grade-specific
programs that encompass the family
in its curriculum.

Congregation Beth Israel does not
require synagogue membership for
children to attend its religious school
for programs through second grade.
However, families with children be-
low third grade now have the option
of joining the synagogue at a reduced
rate and enjoying full benefits of syna-
gogue membership, including High
Holiday tickets. Religious school for
grades 3 to 7 meets two days per
week, on Sundays and Wednesdays.

Congregation Beth Israel is an
egalitarian Conservative syna-
gogue, serving the religious, cul-
tural, educational and social needs
of congregants from Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Westfield and surround-
ing towns. It has an active Sister-
hood, Men’s Club and youth group,
plus a wide array of programs, rang-
ing from adult education courses
to social action opportunities.

“All of us at CBI are proud of our
designation as an ABLE Awarded
congregation and we are commit-
ted to inclusion. If you or your
child has a challenge that makes
religious school and/or synagogue
participation difficult, please con-
tact us so that we can endeavor to
make the necessary accommoda-
tions,” said Ms. Buchbinder.

Congregation Beth Israel is located
at 18 Shalom Way, Scotch Plains, at
the corner of Martine Avenue. For
more information, call Gail Beckman
Buchbinder at (908) 889-1830.

tan area, and at festivals, outdoor
concerts and the Showboat in At-
lantic City, as well as in Washing-
ton, D.C., Delaware, North Caro-
lina, Florida and Norway. Her band
features Dr. Dave Picton on piano,
Dmitri Kolesnik on bass and Pro-
fessor Art Lilliard on drums.

This program is free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 43 li-
braries that  are part  of  the
Middlesex Union Reciprocal
Agreement Libraries. To see if their
library participates, interested per-
sons are advised to check the
Westfield Memorial  Library
website at wmlnj.org and to click
on the “About Us” tab. To register
for the Linda Ipanema and the Dixie
Cats program, visit wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, option 0.

Peg and Tobe, Together Again

Margaret Tobey, Had Been Nurse;
Made All Her Family Feel Special

Margaret Tobey (née Ryan) passed
away peacefully at her home on Mon-
day, May 15, 2017.

Relatives and friends were invited
to visit the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue, Westfield, on
Wednesday, May 17, from 4 to 8 p.m.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be
celebrated today, Thursday, May 18,
at the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield at 10 a.m., with
burial to follow at Fairview Cemetery
in Westfield.

Raised in New Hyde Park, N.Y., Peg
was a 52-year resident of Westfield,
where she will be well-remembered by
many. Her children attended McKinley
School, where she was one-time presi-
dent of the PTA. As a nurse, she worked
at Cranford Hall Nursing Home for
many years and later welcomed her
mother to live in her home, where she
cared for her the rest of her days. Her
husband, Tobe, and brothers, George
and Donald, greeted her in Heaven; her
sister, Betty Ryan, lives in Edison, N.J.

Sustained by her deep faith, Mom
exuded grace and courage as she con-
fronted the vicious indifference of can-
cer. It stole from us the comfort of her
voice, but the magnitude of her bright
smile continued to broadcast a joyful
greeting to friends and strangers alike.
As always, her endurance and humil-
ity through her life’s journey remained
an inspiration to her family.

A 52-year communicant of Holy Trin-
ity Church, Peg looked forward to many
outings with the senior group to Atlan-
tic City and The Sands. Though usually
not as lucky “at the tables” as she might
have liked, she enjoyed the laughter
and camaraderie of friends who will
surely remember her cheerful enthusi-
asm for whatever the day would bring.
Never one to take herself too seriously,
she had a gift for putting people at ease
with her welcoming nature and a quick
sense of humor that could be self-dep-
recating if it made someone feel better.

Her greatest joys, no doubt, came
from time spent with her family. Mom
married the love of her life, Tobe, on
September 24, 1960, and most would
agree that their respect for each other,
generosity toward others, and the sense
of humor they shared grounded the

ebb and flow of nearly 50 years of
marriage. They were blessed with five
children and 10 granddaughters: Tony
and Elaine, Brianna and Richelle
(Victoria and Henry, too); Donald and
Rosanne (Caiazzo), Olivia and Emilia;
Peggy and Chris Tierney, Ashley and
Kaitlyn; Kathleen and Bill Hannabach,
Gracelyn and Elizabeth; Christopher
and Jill (Dame), Lindsay and Taylor.

Mom made each of us her world,
and we knew it each and every day.
She was always our most enthusiastic
cheerleader, biased and proud, our
family trumpeter of triumph. And, at
a moment’s notice, she became our
bridge over troubled waters, where
her compassionate words conveyed
the wisdom of her years, and the
warmth of her hug set us on our way
again, surefooted and renewed.

She was famous for her Irish Soda
Bread and Saint Patrick’s Day cel-
ebrations, but Mom made sure that
each family celebration was made
even more memorable with her spe-
cial touches: every holiday table over-
flowed with homemade traditions,
every birthday box brimmed with
sweet surprises and a thoughtful trea-
sure, and rest assured that any given
day of the week was blessed with the
simple joys of her truly grateful heart
that gave so much and asked for little.

And, as the radiance of her smile
illuminated a room before she even
entered it and the lilt of her efferves-
cent laughter lingered long after, so
shall those precious gifts bring mo-
ments of comfort to the days of painful
silence ahead then remain forever af-
ter in the hearts of all who loved her.
We will carry on through the year of
“firsts” and endure the heartache of
her empty chair at the holiday table,
the heartache of her voice silenced for
our birthday song. But, gladdened our
hearts will one day be to imagine her
once again going “down and out” in a
round of Groups and Runs while sip-
ping a cold brew (with ice!), slow
dancing to Santo and Johnny’s soulful
“Sleepwalk” or swinging the lindy to
Glenn Miller’s “In the Mood” and
enjoying a baritone serenade of golden
oldies in the familiar embrace of her
one true love, in a place of peace. Be
goodly, sweet Mama, go green.

May 18, 2017
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Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

goleader.com

Q: How do I download the newspaper at goleader.com?
A: Click the Download the Newspaper link, enter your
Customer #, then click the Log In button.

Q: How do I get a Customer #?
A: If you are a subscriber, your Customer # is
printed on the mailing label located on the front page
of your newspaper. It looks like this:
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Grade 12
High Honor Roll

Avital Abraham, Emma
Beckerman, Christopher
Bondarowicz, Sophie Brause, Alexis
Brunetto, Kaitlyn Buchanan, Natalie
Cestone, Zoe Choi, Rebecca Citarella,
Kiara Cruz, Alyssa Debrosse,
Angelina Dicataldo, Francesca
DiFabio, Julia DiGiacomo, Sarah
Dolan, Anthony Donatelli, Caroline
Drubulis, Garrett Dwyer, Laurel
Elkin, Matthew Fox, Andrew
Garofalo, Claudia Gentile, Rose
Giandana, Justin Greenman, Daniel
Grodberg, Kelly Hopkins, Hayley
Howell, Alexandria Hudak, Ewan
Jones, Kathryn Kalaigian, Isha
Kamdar, Ryan Kessler, Grace Lama,
Christina Lamagna, Cara Lamastra,
Tayonna Lee, Andrea Leitner, Emily
Levitt, Ian MacPherson, Kyle Magee,
Morgan Martinson, Carmina
Mauricio, Max Mazursky, Colin
McAlindin, Caroline McNichol,
David McQuilkin, Jacob Melville,
Sydney Mills, Max More, Julia Moya,
Wayne Neal, Simon Oster, Jake
Payami, Ryan Peterson, Juliana Pigna,
Gloria Pimenta, Zachary Polak,
Stephanie Ponterio, Tracy Prusik,
Christina Rodgers, Lorie Marie
Rosado, Maxwell Ross, Meghan
Ryan, Thomas Saba, Paul Santos,
Madelyn Sassoon, Matthew Schwab,
Erin Sheehy, Taylor Sirchio, Sydney
Smith, Sean Sobel, Bhupinder Sohal,
Brianna Sorrentino, Lukas Stein,
Colin Sullivan, Dionisio Trigo,
Lauren Tropper, Jessica Van Tassel,
Isaac Velasquez, Juliana Wagner,
Toby Waldman, Peter Warren, Kaitlyn
Wilson, Jordan Wolman, Jordan
Zoufaly, Molly Zucker, Taylor
Zucosky

Grade 12
Honor Roll

Ryan Abramowitz, Aaron Arkin,
Melissa Baldani, Danielle Barber,
Sara Begalman, Ron Ben-Michael,
Cori Bernstein, Jamir Blanding, Mia
Blundo, Christian Buren, Jason
Calabria, Jackeline Calderon, Jake
Canavan, Ryan Chan, Erin Chiappi,
Riley Chin, Joshua Cochran-Carney,
Justin Cunningham, Parker Dvorin,
Grace Fanning, Keara Farley, Conor
Flood, Victoria Gonzalez, Robert
Gordon, Julia Guarneri, Erin Hayes,
Gianna Januszanis, Morghan
Johnson, Francesca Jones, Liza
Kasper, Katherine Keiser, Abigail
Kennedy, John Koch, Callen Leahy,
Elizabeth Lestrange, Henry Lewand,
Samantha Lopez, Max Lusk, Frank
Machinski, Blake Mackey, Juan
Madrinan, Daniella Marcazzo, Grace
Marcolina, Gabriella Marino, Isaac
Medina, Kyle Midwinter, Zachary
Mongold, Kaitlyn Mullany, Haley
Nakonechny, Alexa-Jada Nelson, Jo-
seph Nelson, Nikitha Nirmal, Robert
Nugent, Brittney Oliveira, Anisah
Ramjohn, Jessica Rickmers, Chris-
tian Roman, Vincent Ruzek, Abigail
Sadel, Taylor Samitt, Elliot Sayles,
Evan Scharf, Erin Schetelich, Julia
Sikora, Alyssa Simmons, Gabriella
Spadaro, Sarah Spitzer, Gabriel Sta
Rosa, Ava Steele, Victoria Stratton,
Amy Tamakloe, Brian Taylor, Neel
Thombre, David Walker, Madeline
Weber, Jordyn Wheeler, Erica Yoo,
Tiiyana Young, Alison Zimmerman,
Michael Zucker

Grade 11
High Honor Roll

Olivia Abdy, Sara Banasiak, Gianna
Barba, Olivia Barcia, Pauline Wanda
Bayotas, Pablo Becerra, Madeline
Bord, Caitlin Bourke, Brandon
Boyarsky, Rachel Breit, Isabel Brett,
Caitlin Bromm, Thomas Bruckman,
Abbe-Gayle Burton, Myles Bush,
Jack Cannon, Francesca Carlino,
Josephine Catuogno, Kristyn Cerini,
Justin Chaillet, David Chango, Lisa
Channaoui, Amy Chen, Rachel
Cieslinski, Daniella Cohen, Samuel
Colao, Phoebe Collins, Isabella
Corsaro, Declan Costello, Catherine
Crane, Rosella Cuomo, Catherine
Currie, Nirmit Damania, Lauren
Daniele, Nina Daniele, Maria Del
Sordi, Elizabeth DePaola, Riya Desai,
Gauri Deshpande, Amy
Deutschmeister, Victor DeVizio, An-
gela DiGiacomo, Sabrina DiLollo,
Zheng Dong, Anna Dunchus, Lauren
Eck, Caroline English, Benjamin
Essenfeld, Gina Fahrenholz, Taylor
Figures, Hannah Finan, Robert Fisher,
Grace Fontana, Jake Friedman,
Patrick Gannon, Alanna Gaona, Bran-
don Glickstein, Danielle Glickstein,
Madison Goldberg, Emily Gonyou,
Amelia Graham, Rachel Graham,
Avery Greenberg, Anna Gumpel, Nina
Halberstadter, Trinity Hart, Cooper
Heisey, Emily Hill, Rourke Hillyer,
Paige Hoblitzell, Allison Hochman,
Mohamed Ramy Hosny, Isabella
Hurtado, Aubrey Johnson, Alexander
Joshua, Scott Kaiser, Quinn Kekelis,
Andrew Kriney, Tara Krishna, Kayla
Krutis, Hayley Kumpf, Jennifer Lam-
bert, Ryan Lee, Michael Leegan,

Honor Roll
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School - 3rd Marking Period

Brianna Linder, William Loop, Mat-
thew Lozito, Roberto Lugo, Sam
Lusk, Rachel Maizes, Alessandra
Makris, Emily Malool, Jared Mann,
Olivia Mawby, Adam Mayerson,
Carolyn McArdle, Briana McGowan,
Amanda McGrath, Paige McMorrow,
Kerri McNeely, Kelly Mehorter, Sara
Miller, Kaysia Minor, Sabrina
Montesdeoca, Danielle Mrozek,
Nicholas Musano, Erika Muskus,
Dhvanil Nanshah, Jessica O’Neill,
Nikita Paranjape, Andrew Parvin,
Niva Patel, John Petris, Matthew
Porchetta, Kiley Porter, Vaishnavi
Ramanan, Sabrina Ramos, Nathaniel
Redmount, Kerry Regan, Erin Rogers,
Rachel Rojek, Sophia Rosahl, Claudia
Sahaj, James Santo Salvo, Gabriella
Scannell, Kathryn Schauer, Stephanie
Schramm, Daniel Segal, Veronica
Sendao, Justin Sidebottom, Megan
Small, LeeDar Sneor, Ryan Spoljaric,
Samantha Sprechman, Isabella Sta
Rosa, Mikaela Tajo, Lauren
Trentacoste, Julia Verardi, Ryan
Vincent, Sydney Von Oehsen,
Alexandra Vuono, Nicole Vuono,
Bridget Wallden, Talia Weinreb,
Dylan Weinstock, Jack White,
Victoria Wilkins, Karl Wirth,
Christopher Zogg

Grade 11
Honor Roll

Jacob Anglin, Serena Annucci,
Tyler Aversa, Gabriella Azanedo,
Kylie Beirne, Brendan Beriont, Am-
ber Bretz, Maggie Broders, Declan
Cassidy, Cameron Clarke, Joseph
Costanzo, Rachael Craig, Tyler
Daniskas, Hannah Davis, Jordann
DeVore, Taylor Diggs, Anthony
DiNizo, Nicholas DiVirgilio, Khalif
Dowdy, Thomas Drubulis, Laura
Ducran, Sydney Evans, Matthew
Fleck, Michael Fleck, Zachary
Fleischman, Erika Frazier, Hayley
Friedman, Stamatis Gaglias, Gabriella
Galbraith, Adam Glod, Nora Going,
Samantha Graifer, Kyle Greco,
Michael Gross, Caroline Gutierrez,
James Hahn, Megan Hansen, Caitlin
Hesson, Grace Hollander, Jordan
Hoose, Matthew Johnson, Ethan
Johnston, Liam Kinney, Madison
Lawton, Jeremy Lenart, Matthew
Lieberman, Alex Lipshitz, Amanda
Logie, Jack Lynch, Daniel
Magelinski, Jacob Malik, Alexander
Manfra, Sydney Martorano, Caraid
McGovern, Connor McKenzie, Wil-
liam Mebes, Ryan Midwinter, Sierra
Moorman, Joshua Morris, Robert
Mount, Kaitlyn Mrozek, Theodore
Keith Nitro, Brianna O’Brien,
Mackenzie O’Brien, McKenzie
Pagano, Nicholas Palazzolo, Erica
Paprocki, Shakir Philippe, Molly
Pritchett, Brogan Quigley, Cara
Raderman, Michael Ramos, Daniel
Rastelli, Jake Rigney, Jessica Riporti,
Imani Rivers, Ramon Rodriguez,
Kevin Rohman, Aaron Schack,
Katherine Schug, Javin Scott, Eli
Shenker, Ardita Sinanovic, Jamie
Sjonell, Brianne Sorge, Gianna
Strzalkowski, Eleanor Szelc, Erica
Tellado, Alexandra Testa, Anthony
Verardi, Ashley Vincent, Connor
Wirth, Ethan Wollman, Samuel
Wustefeld, Tristan Yang, Kimberly
Zogg

Grade 10
High Honor Roll

Angela Arvizzigno, Katyana Avila,
Persis Baah, Aubrey Bagdonas, James
Bagdonas, Julia Barnes, Lauren Barth,
Laura Brady, Thomas Brown, Tierra
Buissereth, Drew Burfeindt, Kara
Bush, Rachella Carlino, Gianni Caro
Esposito, Matthew Carrascoso,
Giancarlo Castro, Alan Chen, Kayla
Chen, Kevin Chin, Anna Ciarrocca,
Noah Costanzo, Saniya Dalvi, Eliza-
beth Daniskas, Lilliana Dec, Stefanie
DeVizio, Ashley Diamond, Christina
DiBella, Michael Dieu, Carly Dvorin,
Tyler Dvorin, Alexandra Fischmann,
Benjamin Fox, Madison Gal, Justin
Garner, Luke Gelling, Justin Giaimo,
Samuel Goetz, Vadim Gorbaty, Bran-
don Green, Vanessa Handy, Madison
Haugh, Olivia Hausle, Jaclyn Horre,
Payton Howell, Jannine Huby, John
Huby, Sophia Iacona, Suzanne Jack-
son, John Kayser, Jennifer Kirian,
Gabriella Kowalczyk, Ben
Kuperschmid, Julianna Lamagna,
Dominick Lamastra, Jeffrey Lapidus,
Robert Leonardo, Melanie Litwin,
Justin Lo, Ricardo Lopez, Amy
Magrino, Matthew Mahmet, Shan-
non McCreesh, Ryan Metzger, Rae
Mikula, Massimo Modica, Nicole
Muenzen, Jake Murphy, Victoria
O’Connor, Laura Pansulla, Griffin
Pawelec, Conor Peterson, Julia
Poeschl, Carter Pomponio, Maryam
Ramjohn, Jonathan Ramos, Eric
Refinski, Kayla Reisberg, Daniel
Resnicoff, Zander Reyes, Daniela
Russo, Molly Ryan, Thomas Ryan,
Jessica Sadel, Abigail Saperstein,
Cheryl Schneider, Jacob Schulman,
Shalini Shah, Joshua Sklarin, Emily
Smulewitz, Jacob Steinberg, Paul
Szanto, Rachel Tang,

Kyle Tannenbaum, Nicole Tavares,
Joshua Venick, Isabella Verga, Steven
Verrastro, Justin Walsh, Caroline
Warren, Cynthia Wheatley, Jovi Wil-
liams, Elena Wollman, Isaac Wong,
Sierra Woods-Robinson, Lucy Zhang

Grade 10
Honor Roll

Ryan Ackerman, Grace Ahlin,
Hamza Ali, Nicole Alvarez, Francesca
Amore, Veronica Azanedo, Christo-
pher Bagdonas, Josiah Baik, Sara
Barshap, Paolo Antonio Bayotas,
Christian Blanco, Garrett Boozer,
Jeffrey Brenner, Freya Natasha
Buison, Kyle Burton, Michelle
Cagnassola, Kevin Calabria, Joshua
Canavan, Peter Canevari, Marcello
Cappuccio, Christopher Catuogno,
Sarah Citarella, Ryan Cleary, Sarah
Cooney, Eboni Davis, Anita Dazzo,
Patrick Dembiec, Riley DeProspero,
Gabrielle Dickstein, Rachel
DiFabrizio, Angelo DiNizo, Nicho-
las Dionisio, Daniel Donaldson,
Meghan Duthie, Jessica Edelman,
Hope Edwards, Zachary Evangelista,
Jaylen Evans, Michael Ferrara, Ben-
jamin Fleischer, Miguel Fontora,
Cristabella Fortna, Mary Fossaceca,
Jessica Friebely, William Gale, Pedro
Garcia, Julianne Garner, Sarah
Gorman, Sara Greene, Abigail
Hammond, Cassidy Haugh, Christo-
pher Hedden, Shane Hernandez, Jake
Hogan, Erin Hopkins, Kier Hunt,
Raina Jablon, Kaitlyn Jackmin, Ryan
Johnson, Dimitrios Kastanos, Joshua
Klapper, Timothy Lamberta, Kaitlyn
Lamendola, Thomas Larmore, Julia
Lomonte, Reina Makimura, Graham
McAlindin, Brenna McNamara,
Alexa Melnitsky, Zachary Meyers,
Sophia Mineo-Pankiewitz, Matthew
Monroy, Chloe Nelson, Caroline
Nguyen, Colin O’Brien, Patrick
O’Brien, Alex Oslislo, Breanna
Patino, Jack Pedersen, Shannon
Persaud, Anthony Porter, Ryan Puri,
William Ricci, Jelani Richardson,
Justin Rizzi, Margot Rizzi, Colleen
Robinson, Alex Rodriguez, Martin
Rogoff, Zoe Rouder, Rachel Rowen,
Kara Schramm, Maya Schwartzman,
Max Seefeldt, Christopher Sekiya,
Kevin Sheil, Audrey Smith, Edward
Smith, Olivia Speranza, Max Steele,
Tyler Stines, Jacqueline Stovall,
Garrett Swaak, Hailey Thompson,
Anthony Vallejo, Dakota Verrico,
Ryan Walsh, Nicholas Watterson,
George Waweru, Adam Weiner,
Charles Widder, Daniel Wilkinson,
Morgan Wilson, Asia Wise, Daniel
Wright, Imran Zubair, Julia Zucosky

Grade 9
High Honor Roll

Connor Alchus, Gabrielle Aloe,
Taylor Anthony, Delaney Baliko,
Marissa Bamrick, Joseph Barge, Evan
Bensulock, Julianna Blanco, Patrick
Bourke, Nicole Brozak, Remy
Cardarelli, Summer Carver, Sofia
Casimiro, Lea Cerini, Josephine
Cerino, Alexa Chan, Antoinette
Chango, Katherine Chouinard, Julie
Ciccarino, James Cirillo, Jordan
Clement, Sabrina Cruz, Nicole
DeFrancesco, Carina DelCore,
Michael DiFrancesco, Gabriel
Donatelli, Christopher Downey,
Sophie Drapkin, Colin Dwyer, Neema
Enayati, Sean Fanning, Jennifer Fleck,
Justin Fletcher, Maritza Garcia,
Michaela Genty, Nicholas Giamella,
Mason Glod, Jada Gomillion, Chris-
tina Gubernat, Akhil Gundra, Islam
Hamad, Emma Hastrup, Olivia
Hobbs, Sarah Horn, William Huang,
Emelyne Johns, Cheyenne Jones,
Nicole Kenny, Gabrielle Khan,
Lauren Kieltyka, Jacqueline Kirian,
Gabrielle Klausner, Nicholas
LaFerrera, Ryan Lamberta, Ashleigh
Lancaster, Hannah Lancaster, Jessica
Lancaster, Jack Lapierre, Valeria
Macchini, Aleezah Madraswalla,
Raion Magallanes, Clara Masback,
Ian McCormack, James McNichol,
Harrison Mills, Ethan Morrobel,
Christopher Muskus, Cassidy
Novello, John O’Connor,

Alyssa Pankiewitz, Katelyn Perez,
Erin Polak, Grace Ponterio, Lindsey
Porchetta, Athena Postlewait, Esteban
Quinones, Sarah Rata, Isabella
Richardson, Patrick Ritter, Felipe
Rodrigues, Sarai Romero, Robert
Root, Mallory Rothweiler, Irina
Ruzina, Julia Sassoon, Maria
Schmidt, Rachel Schoss, Olivia Shih,
Matthew Skolar, Gwendolyn Sleat,
Madilynne Slifer, Carly Spellman,
Maya Sutterlin, Elora Tamburri,
Meghan Taylor, Emma Thumann,
Andres Trujillo, Christopher
Tsuchiya, Justin Verceles, Brandon
Weinberg, Grace White, Ryan
Widman, Kaelah Wiggins, Sophia
Wilkins, Benjamin Williams, Lexa
Winigrad, Jonathan Yu, Julia Yu, Kelly
Zimmerman

Grade 9
Honor Roll

Katina Ackerman, Mia Alvarez,
Jared Arkin, Jake Arrogante, Michael
Besante, Sydney Blacker, Kailey
Bondarowicz, Alexandra Boylan,
Michael Braun, Kendall Brencsons,
Morgan Brown, Charles Bunin,
Catherine Carter, Jonathan Chaillet,
Ryan Ciarrocca, Garret Clausen,
Braedon Cooke, Michael Couso, De-
von Danielovich, Jordan Davidek,
Robert Dencker, Madison Diamond,
Sarah Dill, Mahlya Dockery, Jessica
Eggert, Samuel Feinberg, Isabella
Fiore, Ryan Flynn, Isabelle Gilles,
Kayla Giuffi, Sage Guensch, Jake
Hahn, Alexander Halpin, Keli Hayes,
Lily Higgins, Patrick Howard, Brian
Huang, Kyle Isolda, Amanda Jaffe,
Samuel Johnson, Emily Jones,
Malcolm Kahora, Jordan Kleinbaum,
Miriam Kother, Prabvir Kukreja,
Miles Longo, Joy Lytch, James
Maloney, Caden Mari, Joseph Marta,
Christopher McArdle, Robert Mebes,
Kimora Minor, Ryan Montagna,
Christina Mouckas, Julie Mount,
Shane Murphy, Kayla Nitti, Kelly
Nitti, Emma O’Brien, Jadie Pearl,
Philleshia Pershay-Spearman, Chris-
tina Pham, Sophie Pritchett, Ethan
Rafal, Christian Ramalho, Gabriella
Ramos, Aadith Ratish, Samuel
Reeson, Kyle Remo, Dana Ricketts,
Olivia Robertiello, Maeve Robertson,
William Robertson, Cassie Robinson,
Alexander Rossi, Henry Saltzman,
Noah Samms, Carolina Samuelian,
Frederick Saunders, Victoria Savoca,
Julianna Scarcella, Aaron Seidenberg,
Megan Sheehy, Carter Slifer, Skylar
Stagaard, Mia Striegel, Brett Strug,
Anne Stuart, Gabriella Tomon,
Siddarth Vadavatha, Derick Vega,
Kaitlyn Walsh, Eli Wolman, Tara
Wolman, Harrison Wustefeld, Chloe
Yang, Samantha Yip, Rachel Zucker

SPFHS DECA Receives
Awards at California Conf.

HIGH ACHIEVERS...Pictured from left to right: Niva Patel, Max Mazursky and
Claudia Gentile were recognized for top scores at the DECA conference in
Anaheim, California.

ANAHEIM, Calif. – Seventeen
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) DECA students traveled to
Anaheim, California to compete in
the International Career Development
Conference. Over 10,000 students
from fourteen different countries com-
peted in various business, leadership
and entrepreneurship events. Students
competed in categories that require
business presentations as well as core
competency tests.

Four students from SPFHS were
recognized for outstanding achieve-
ment at the conference. Senior Claudia
Gentile was recognized for having
one of the top three test scores in
Principles of Hospitality and Tour-
ism. Senior Max Mazursky was rec-
ognized for having one of the top
three test scores in Sports and Enter-
tainment Marketing Team Decision
Making.  In addition the team of
Mazursky and junior Niva Patel
placed amongst the top twenty teams
in the Sports and Entertainment Mar-
keting Team Decision Making event
based upon their case study presenta-
tion and test scores.

Senior Matthew Fox was awarded
the prestigious Larry Lorenzi schol-
arship.  The Scholarship was awarded
based on Matt’s DECA involvement,
leadership ability, community service
and academic performance.

The scholarship is named after
former New Jersey state DECA advi-
sor and National DECA board mem-
ber, Larry “Loris” Lorenzi who helped
to expand NJ DECA.

The entire Scotch Plains-Fanwood
chapter was recognized at the na-
tional conference for achieving Thrive
level status. Thrive level chapters
complete three projects throughout
the school year in Entrepreneurship,
Community Service and Promotion.
Only 22 schools from New Jersey
were recognized as Thrive level chap-
ters.

DECA is the co-curricular Market-
ing and Business club of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. DECA
prepares emerging leaders and. en-
trepreneurs for careers in marketing,
finance, hospitality and management.
Marjorie FitzGibbon is the club’s
advisor.

WHS Earns Award at NJ
Youth and Gov’t Conference

Pavers Being Sold to Raise
Funds for Brunner Garden

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School (WHS) students returned
from the April 21 to 23 Annual New
Jersey Youth and Government
(YAG) Conference in Trenton with
several recognitions, including the
Outstanding Delegation Award.

A total of 36 WHS students were
among more than 400 representing
approximately 25 New Jersey high
schools.

Individual recognitions included:
Freshman Andrew Kapadia was
named the Outstanding First Year
Delegate, Sophomore Nicolas
Guerriero earned the Outstanding
Delegate award, and Senior
Samantha Della Fera was selected
as the Outstanding Lobbyist. Se-
niors Rafaela Laitamaki and Ben
Halevy served as YAG officers and
helped to organize and run the con-
ference.  Senior Juliana Yang served
as the WHS Youth Secretariat and
helped with organizing and dissemi-
nating information about the con-
ference.

Westfield High School students
also were chosen to participate in
future leadership roles in the state
and in the nation. Sophomore Aus-
tin Chen was elected to an officer
position at next year's New Jersey
conference. Austin Chen (sopho-
more), Ben Halevy (senior), and
Claudia Dougherty (senior) were
selected to attend the Conference
on National Affairs in North Caro-
lina this July. Justin Joseph (sopho-
more) and Molly Whitehead (se-
nior) were selected at alternates for
the program.

Long-time advisors for WHS
YAG are Social Studies teacher
Daniel Farabaugh and English
teacher David Della Fera.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Brunner
PTA launched a brick paver sale to
fund the revitalization of the
Brunner Children’s Garden. Indi-
viduals can have a brick paver in-
stalled in their name or in honor of
someone special.

“The paver sale will help the gar-
den become a true outdoor class-
room,” said Deb Lambert, Presi-
dent of Brunner PTA.

The Brunner Children’s Garden
was established in the 1990s as a
dedicated Monarch Waystation by
Bernadette Hoyer. Today the gar-
den is intended to serve multiple
functions for the school and the
community.

“The revitalized garden will pre-
serve habitat for pollinators, pro-
vide a place of visual splendor, and
become a learning space that en-
riches curriculum,” said Scott
Bortnick, Principal of Brunner El-
ementary School.

The paver sale is running from
May 1 until Friday, September 1, or

until all bricks have been sold. Two
sizes are available for purchase: 4
inch by 8 inch for $50 or 8 inch by
8 inch for $125. The pavers will be
installed in one of three activity
areas in the garden.

For more information or to order
a paver, please email
brunnergarden@outlook.com or
visit www.bricksrus.com/order/
brunnergarden.

TO BUY OR SELL,

USE LEADER/TIMES

CLASSIFIED ADS
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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

One step closer to your 

DREAM HOME

PANCINI, XIAO, LaCORTE, LERIE KEY RBI; BAKIE HR

Blue Devils Top Cougars, 6-3,
For 15th UCT Baseball Title

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Key hits, especially in the top of the
fourth and sixth innings, and a steady
performance from senior pitcher
Connor Scanlon kept the fourth-
seeded Westfield High School base-
ball team in the driver’s seat en route
to its 15th Union County Tournament

(UCT) championship with a 6-3 vic-
tory over second-seeded Cranford at
Kean University in Union on May 12.

Westfield last won the title in 2014
with a 5-3 win over Governor
Livingston after a fine pitching per-
formance from Brad DeMartino and
also won UCT title No. 13 in 2012
with a 13-3 swamping of Union at

Williams Field in Elizabeth. UCT title
No. 12 came way back in 2006 when
the Blue Devils shut out Roselle
Catholic, featuring ace Nick Nolan,
9-0, under the lights at Memorial Field
in Linden. In that game, Brandon Cuba
and Mike Murray whacked home runs.

Pitted against Cougar ace Gordon

WARREN, YAREM SPARK ‘O’; FRIEDMAN CONTROLS

Raiders Break Out in Fifth;
Halt Pioneers in Baseball, 6-0

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood pitcher
Jake Friedman and New Providence
pitcher Dylan Bedder were locked in
a tight pitchers’ duel until the Raiders
slapped together a run in the bottom
of the fourth then broke it wide open

with five runs in the fifth to halt the
Pioneers, 6-0, in Scotch Plains on
May 11. “The Two Petes”, Warren
and Yarem, sparked the offensive ac-
tion in the fourth inning then con-
verted it into a fireball in the fifth.

Friedman pitched five full innings,
allowing five hits and walking three,

while striking out five. Reliever Marc
Occhipinti tossed a scoreless, hitless
sixth inning then Matt Kipp retired all
three batters he faced in the seventh.
Friedman’s only real test came in the
first inning where he yielded singles
to Max Fivkees (2-for-3) and Tyler

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION COUNTY CHAMPS...The Westfield High School baseball team won its 15th Union County Tournament title after
defeating the Cranford Cougars, 6-3, at Kean University in Union on May 12.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING FOR THE DOUBLE PLAY...Raider second baseman Sam Schetelich gets the force out at second on Pioneer Joe
Nave and looks for an opportunity to get the double play at first in the fifth inning. The Raiders beat New Providence, 6-0.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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THE SAVANNAH
Westfield…Elegant living in this luxury 2 Bedroom, 2

Bath residence with Concierge Service, elevator,

heated garage with assigned parking and easy access

to wonderful downtown restaurants, parks, theater,

library and NYC transportation.      $699,000.

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

RINALDI HR, REITZEL HR; HYLAND SCATTERS 7 HITS

Blue Devils Outpace Cougars
In Softball Showdown, 6-3
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil pitcher Bridget Hyland
may have struggled a bit in the first
inning but with renewed control, con-
fidence in her defense and some timely
hitting from her teammates, the
Westfield High School softball team
outscored the Cranford Cougars, 6-3,
at Adams Field in Cranford on May
10. Hyland scattered seven hits and
walked only two Cougars, while strik-
ing out three.

The 14-3 Blue Devils recorded eight
hits and all but one of them played a
role in the production of their six
runs. Senior third baseman Danielle
Rinaldi, who finished 2-for-3, with a
walk, two RBI and a pair of runs
scored, sparked a two-run top of the
first inning with an immediate solo
home run off starter Sam Wetherell
over the centerfield fence. Julia
Romano (1-for-3, 2 runs scored, 2
stolen bases) followed with a walk,
stole second and scored on
Genevieve’s Howell’s RBI single to

center.
“Coming into the game I wanted to

start off with a strong quality at-bat to
start the team off with some fuel and
some motivation to keep working.
Today I went in confident. When she
came with a pitch that I liked, I hit it
like I knew I could. When it went out,
I was happy but I wasn’t swinging for
the fence,” Rinaldi explained.

But the 10-7 Cougars definitely
planned to remain in the game and
answered with two runs in the bottom
of the inning when Taylor Reitzel
with Jillian Skalski (1-for-4, 2 runs)
on first, blasted a two-run homer over
the centerfield fence. Reitzel, who
also singled in the sixth inning, had
recently been exercising her power
since hammering a pair of home runs
against Colonia on April 29 and bang-
ing a two-run double in a win over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood on May 3.

“I just got a new bat yesterday and
that was the first hit with my new bat.
I am really happy with that hit. It’s
good to see my hard work paying off

but I still wish we would have pulled
out a win because if I get a hit, it
doesn’t really mean anything if no
one else hits. We got to group together
the hits,” Reitzel said.

After that first inning, Hyland re-
tired nine straight Cougars before
yielding a single to Liz Casazza in the
scoreless fifth. In that four-inning
span, her infield would account for
eight putouts and her outfield would
make two putouts, which included a
fine grab of a dangerous shot off the
bat of Cougar Ryann Belliot by
leftfielder Lauren Fernandez. Second
baseman Ally Gulla was involved in
seven putouts in the game. Rinaldi
initiated three putouts and shortstop
Romano initiated four, including a
sharp one-hop scoop in the fourth
inning.

“I struggled a little bit at the begin-
ning but I think having such a great
defense behind me, like Lauren made
an amazing catch in leftfield and all
the plays Danielle makes at third and

WARNOW SINKS 3 GOALS; BOND, RITTENDALE 2 EACH

SHP Pirates’ Late Surge Sinks
Blue Devil Boy Laxers, 15-7

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seton Hall Prep scored the final
10 goals to close out its boys la-
crosse showdown with the Westfield
Blue Devils on the way to a 15-7
victory at Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on May 10. Fresh off of a
stirring 5-4 victory over Summit in
the Union County Tournament
(UCT) finals, the Blue Devils came
out strong against Seton Hall Prep,
one of the top ranked teams in the
state. Westfield actually built a 7-5
lead early in the third quarter before
Griffin Westlin and the rest of his
Pirate teammates took command of

the contest.
Westlin scored seven goals and

had three assists and proved to be an
unstoppable force against Westfield.
Jake Warnow led the Blue Devils
with three goals. Seton Hall Prep
(SHP) dominated possession in the
second half and left little doubt that
their reputation as a state champi-
onship contender is well deserved.

“We couldn’t win any face-offs in
the second half,” said Westfield
Head Coach Patrick Tuohy. “Seton
Hall Prep came up with the ground
balls and we were throwing away
clears the entire second half.”

Things did not begin that way for

Westfield. The Blue Devils looked
every bit the part of three-time de-
fending UCT champs early in the
game. Nick Bond put Westfield on
top, 1-0, with his goal halfway
through the first quarter. SHP even-
tually came back to tie it on Griffin’s
first goal, which came with :47 left
in the first quarter. SHP struck again
just before the end of the quarter
when Brian Tevlin swept in from
the right side of the net for a goal
with :03 left that gave the visitors a
2-1 lead.

A Warnow goal tied it at 2-2 with
9:39 remaining before the break. The

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SURROUNDED...Roxbury player Alex Berdej, No. 23, looks to her right and finds herself surrounded by Blue Devil
defenders McKenna Edmondson and Paige Radice, and on her left are Lila Hutchins, No. 12, and Hannah Liddy, No. 20.

LIDDY 3 GOALS, 5 ASSISTS; SHIELDS SCORES 3 GOALS

Blue Devils Pummel Roxbury
In Girls Lacrosse Action, 18-2

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls
lacrosse team dominated Roxbury in
all phases, cruising to an 18-2 victory
in a game played on May 11 at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield. Hannah
Liddy had three goals and five assists
for Westfield. The Blue Devils im-
proved their season mark to 8-5 with
the lopsided victory.

“I think we are starting to work

better as a team recently,” said Liddy,
a senior who will play lacrosse for the
University of Denver. “We didn’t do
as well as we had hoped we would
against Summit in the County semis
but I think we are finally connecting.
We still have a goal out there to do
well in the states so it is important that
we go in playing well as a team.”

Mission accomplished against
Roxbury. The Blue Devils took con-
trol immediately and were never

threatened. Blue Devil Haley Farella
got things started with a goal just 47
seconds into the game to make it 1-0
and things just continued from there.
McKenna Edmondson potted one for
Westfield with 21:08 left in the first
half for a 2-0 lead before Liddy scored
the first of her three goals with 16:02
left to extend the lead to 3-0.

Roxbury, a Group II team, came
into the match with an impressive 11-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • (908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award: 1977-2016
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052

Cell:  (908) 578-8198
Email: MaryMacHomes@aol.com

WELCOME TO THIS FANTASTIC HOME at the end of a quiet cul-de-sac which
provides the utmost privacy in a premier location.  This beautifully maintained home
is set on a ½ acre of incredible property. A lovely front porch opens to a Foyer and
a sun-filled Living Room with gas fireplace. There is a spacious Dining Room with
French doors to deck. The amazing Family Room with floor to ceiling windows has
vaulted ceilings and skylights. The gourmet Kitchen has a center island, wine fridge,
granite counters, and a separate dining area with skylights, high ceiling and sliding
doors. The Master Bedroom is expansive with a new high-end spa Bath and three
walk-in closets. The other three Bedrooms and two Baths are in neutral colors and
nicely decorated. The large grade level Family Room has plenty of space for relaxing
and another slider to a fabulous yard! Just a short distance to Tamaques School and
Park. Truly a unique opportunity! This is a rare find! Offered at: $939,000.

©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

A MAGNIFICENT HOME!

22 Bates Way, Westfield

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FORCED OUT AT THIRD...Blue Devil Natalie Patterson, No. 6, slides towards third but eventually gets called out on a force
play when Cougar third baseman Ryann Belliot receives the throw from pitcher Sam Wetherell in the sixth inning.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING A PIRATE HONEST...Blue Devil defender Kyle Dombrowski, No. 11, makes sure he is going to keep a Seton Hall
Prep Pirate honest in the big clash at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on May 10. The Pirates won 15-7.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, May 18, 2017 Page 13

Lady Blue Devils Pummel
Roxbury in Lacrosse, 18-2

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

UNION COUNTY RUGBY CLUB INTRODUCES 
Westfield Blue Devils Pal Flag Rugby  
CO-ED Non-Contact Flag Rugby 

Summer 2017        June 13th – July 22nd

Age Groups 
OWLS:          CHILDREN ENTERING GRADES K-1    
FALCONS:   CHILDREN ENTERING GRADES 2-3   
HAWKS:       CHILDREN ENTERING GRADES 4-6   
EAGLES:      CHILDREN ENTERING GRADES 7-9   

Fees: $90.00 (SIBLINGS $80.00 (1st sibling), $70 (2nd sibling) Family Max $240)

Our program teaches basic ball skills, game rules and team play, in 
a fun and enjoyable atmosphere. All participants play and are 
involved on an equal basis. Parents wishing to volunteer to help 
with practices or running home events most welcome.  

 
For more information contact; westfieldflagrugby@gmail.com 
                                               or 
Mary Beth Doherty at mbdoherty74@gmail.com 
Paul Harbaugh  at paulh@flexwage.com 

mudturtlerugbyrfc.com 

 

Westfield PAL 
Flag Rugby 

Summer 2017 
 

 

m

HOWELL 2-RUN HR; RINALDI, SACHER 2-RUN 2B EACH

Blue Devils Score 5 in Sixth;
Defeat Softball Raiders, 12-6

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield rallied from a 3-2 deficit
by scoring five runs in the top of the
fourth inning to overcome Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 12-6, on May 12 at
Scotch Plains. Sophomore Genevieve
Howell smacked a two-run homer in
the first inning to stake the Blue Dev-
ils to a 2-0 lead. Howell got hold of a
Jess Waltsak offering and turned on it,
launching the ball high over the
leftfield fence.

“I was hoping for something in-
side,” said Howell. “The pitch was
high and out over the plate. I had to
catch up with it but I got a hold of it.
When I hit it, I actually thought it was
a popup.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood answered
quickly; reaching Blue Devil starter
Lauren Sullivan for three runs in the
bottom half of the inning to take a 3-
2 lead. After the Raiders got runners
on base via walks to Michaela Sullivan
and Angie Di Giacomo, Quinn Kekelis
rapped an RBI single to left. Hannah
Lyman tied the game with a sacrifice
fly to center. Then Lexi Brunetto put
the Raiders on top with an RBI double

that dropped deep down the leftfield
line. Sullivan escaped further dam-
age by getting the next batter to ground
out.

The game remained 3-2 over the
next several innings as both starters
settled down. The Blue Devils then
took advantage of some sloppy Raider
fielding to retake the lead for good in
the fourth inning. Waltsak gave up a
leadoff single to Howell but then had
a chance for a possible double play
when she got Ally Gulla to hit a slow
dribbler back to the circle. Waltsak
failed to handle the ball cleanly as it
rolled beneath her glove, allowing
runners to reach first and second base
safely.

Then Julia DiGiacomo could not
handle a ground ball to second base,
allowing the Blue Devils to load the
bases with no outs. This set the stage

for Jordan Sacher to deliver a two-run
double into the left-centerfield gap
for a 4-3 Westfield lead. Casey
Popowski then punched an RBI single
off the second base bag. Danielle
Rinaldi finished off the scoring in the
inning when she belted a two-run
double into the right-center gap.
Rinaldi was thrown out trying to
stretch the play into a triple but
Westfield emerged from the uprising
with a 7-3 lead.

“We took advantage of some
misplays by their infielders in the
fourth inning,” said Westfield Head
Coach Caitlin MacDonald. “Their
pitcher had really been keeping us
off-balance to that point. We were
able to make something of the oppor-
tunity when it was presented to us and
that is what you want to be able to do.”

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAIDER SENIORS...Pictured, from left to right; are Michaela Sullivan, Lexi Brunetto, Julia Di Giacomo, Jess Waltsak and
Emily Lockatell.

WESTFIELD
WESTCongratulations

to the Top Ten Club for April 2017

David Labush
Sales Associate

Joyce Taylor
Sales Associate

Patricia Spinner
Sales Associate

 Julie Murphy
Sales Associate

Jill Skibinsky
Sales Associate

#600NORTH  600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090 
908-233-0065 • ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Westfield  
West Office

©  2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the 
Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage. #96,679   5/2017

Francesca Azzara
Sales Associate

Louann Sullivan
Sales Associate

Beth Sullivan
Sales Associate

Anne Weber
Sales Associate

Carol Tener
Sales Associate
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WF Girls, SPF Boys Second
At UCC Track & Field Meet

The Westfield High School girls
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys
placed second at the Union County
Conference track and field meets held
at Governor Livingston (GL) High
School on May 12 and May 15. Both
competing in the Watchung Division,
the Blue Devil girls totaled 134 just
behind Union at 137.5, while the
Raider girls placed third at 90. The
Raider boys totaled 84 behind Eliza-
beth with 165, while the Blue Devils
placed third at 80.

In the Mountain Division, the
Cranford girls placed third with a
total of 72.5 behind GL at 99.75 and
Union Catholic at 191.75. The UC
Vikings also won the boys meet with
a total of 154, followed by GL at 117.
The Cougar boys placed fourth at 53.

Blue Devils Mia Melao at 5:15.34
and Sarah Hacker at 5:20.1 took 1-2
in the 1,600 and Raider Maddy Bord
finished third at 5:25.69, followed by
Blue Devil Devyn Heinzerling at
5:33.44. Raider Sara Greene took sixth
at 5:42.31. Blue Devil Caroline
Stockwell finished first in the 3,200 at
11:47.22 and Taylor Bechtloff took
third at 11:54.47, followed by Bord at
12:06.99.

Blue Devil Emma Jackler placed
first in the 800 at 2:20.69, followed
by Raider Amanda Logie at 2:25,
Heinzerling at 2:25.37 and Blue Devil
Jessica Stern at 2:28.18. Raider Lizzie
Ley finished sixth at 2:30.17. Raider
Wilda Francois crossed first in the
400 hurdles at 1:05.95. Blue Devil
Julia Csorba was fourth at 1:09.22.
Raider Emily Gonyou was sixth at
1:09.91. Francois finished third in the
100 hurdles at 16.03 and Blue Devil
Lauren Triarsi took fifth at 16.75.

Triarsi took top honors in the high
jump with a height of 4-8 and Raider
Che Dashiell was second at the same
height. Blue Devil Keren Moncayo
had the best throw in the javelin with
a distance of 128-1. Raider Madeline
Weber was second at 99-4, followed
by Blue Devils Sam Stravach at 98-
7 and Kylinn Kraemer was at 88-10.
Raider Suzanne Jackson took sixth
at 81-5.

Blue Devil Leah Norton took first
in the pole vault with a clearance of 9-
0, followed by Kraemer at 8-6. Blue
Devil Tess Brown took fourth at 8-6.
Raiders Anima Dashiell at 32-2,
Gonyou at 31-9.25 and Che Dashiell
at 30-6.6 took 2-3-5 in the triple jump,

while Blue Devil Ryan Kirby took
sixth at 30-0.5. Raider Trinity Hart
took fifth in the long jump with a leap
of 16-2, followed by Blue Devil
Adriana Vergara at 16-1.25.

Moncayo won the discus with a
toss of 109-10 and Stravach took
fourth at 86-2. Weber won the shot
put with a shove of 37-6 and Moncayo
took fifth at 31-5.5. Raiders Gonyou,
Kerri McNeely, Imani Rivera and Hart
finished fourth in the 4x400 at 4:14.59.

For the Mountain Division girls,
Cougar Taylor Grant won the high
jump with a height of 5-0 and Lindsay
Aschmies took fourth at 4-10.
Aschmies finished third in the 1,600
at 5:31.04 and she finished fifth in the
800 at 2:21.45. Christina Barlik won
the discus with a toss of 106-4 and
Brianna Scotti took third at 97-8.
Barlik took fourth in the javelin with
a toss of 88-0 and Scotti was fourth in
the shot put with a shove of 36-6,
while Barlik was sixth at 35-9.

Governor Livingston Highlanders
Leah Saifi with a height of 11-6 and
Lauren Saifi at 10-0 took 1-2 in the
pole vault and Cougar Hannah Capone
was third at 8-6. Cougar Julia Kelly
finished second in the 3,200 at
12:17.5, Sasha Knapp was fourth in
the 100 hurdles at 16.76 and Char-
lotte Van Why took sixth in the 400
hurdles at 1:11.41. Katie Romanovich
finished fifth in the 200 at 27.1 and
Bella DeSimone finished sixth in the
400 at 1:02.28.

For the Watchung Conference boys,
Blue Devil Ian Humphrey took top
honors in the javelin with a toss of
164-11. Blue Devils Brandon Riccardi
at 148-5 and Jeremy Kronheimer at
137-3 took 4-6. Raider Izu Mozie
placed second in the shot put with a
personal-best shove of 52-0.75, fol-
lowed by Blue Devil Coston O’Brien,
who improved to 50-5.25. Blue Devil
Tim Allegro had a shove of 43-10.5.
Mozie also took third in the discus
with a toss of 141-5, followed by
O’Brien at 139-6.

Max Michel (Elizabeth) won the
high jump with a clearance of 6-4,
followed by Raider Nigel Nelson and
Blue Devil Phil Dwyer at 6-2. Blue
Devil Tom Fuccillo was sixth at 5-10.
Dwyer took second in the long jump
with a leap of 21-7.75 and Blue Devil
Sam Bennett was sixth at 19-9.25.
Raider Dwight Laylor finished sec-
ond in the 100 at 11.28 and took third

in the 200 at 22.99.
Blue Devil Cameron McLaughlin

was third in the 400 at 51.3, followed
by teammate Rob Brown at 51.41.
McLaughlin was second in the 400
hurdles at 58-0 and Raider Jumar
Etkins finished sixth at 59.93. In the
1,600, Raider Colin Sullivan crossed
second at 4:27.4. Blue Devils Jake
Triarsi at 4:29.07 and Spencer
Weigand at 4:30.6 and Raider Bran-
don Garcia at 4:33.25 finished 3-5-6,
followed by Blue Devil James
McCutcheon at 4:33.49 and Raider
Ben Fleischer at 4:34.74.

Sullivan also finished second in the
800 at 2:01.09 and Garcia was fifth at
2:03.36. Fleischer took third in the
3,200 at 9:58.13. Blue Devils Ben
Salerno at 10:11.57 and Stuart Pol-
lock at 10:26.5 finished 4-6. Raiders
Ian McPherson at 16.25 and Kyle
Estivene at 16.66 finished 4-5 in the
110 hurdles. Raiders Graham
McAlindin, Justin Sanders, Max Toll
and Etkins finished third in the 4x400
with a time of 3:32.23, followed by
Blue Devils Damian DeCandia, Dan
LaMastra, Jake Saltzer and Steve
Zucker at 3:37.58.

In the Mountain Division, GL High-
lander Andrew Aguilera took first in
the 400 hurdles with a time of 54.96,
followed by Cougar Josiah Cadet with
a Cranford school record time of
55.15. Cougar Kyle Ledford was
fourth at 59.4. Aguilera also won the
100 at 10.9 and Josh Cadet took sixth
at 11.4. Agulera won the 200 at 21.75
and Josh Cadet finished fifth at 22.94.

Josiah Cadet, Josh Cadet, Peter
Gilligan and Ledford finished second
in the 4x400 with a time of 3:32.5.
Ledford cleared 5-10 to place fourth
in the high jump, Josiah Cadet took
fifth in the long jump with a distance
of 20-1 and Addison Chang took third
in the triple jump with a distance of
42-6.5. Cougar Trevor Aschmies was
seventh in the 1,600 with a time of
4:40.93 and Keith Brown was fifth in
the 3,200 at 10:39.9.

Trey Pascual took second in the
pole vault with a height of 13-0 and
Mark Lynch was fourth at 11-0. Cou-
gar Tom Noon at 134-9, Matt
Treboschi at 133-3 and Ryan Van
Benschoten at 122-11 placed 5-6-7 in
their conference in the javelin. Van
Benschoten took sixth in the shot put
at 41-5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Josiah Cadet, a junior on the track
and field team, recently set a school record in the 400m intermediate hurdles with
a time of 55.15 and placed second overall in the Union County Conference. Grace
Power, a freshman on the varsity lacrosse team, is the leading scorer for the
Cougars with 42 to date. She has also been named to the Top 20-Freshman in the
State by NJ.com. Grace scored 3 goals and had one assist in the Cougars’ overtime
victory in the first round of the State Tournament.

The sixth-ranked Westfield High
School boys gold team captured the
Union County Tournament Champi-
onship on the 15-hole set up course at
Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield
on May 11. The Blue Devils finished
with a total of 251 to finish eight
strokes ahead of Oratory Prep, the
winner of the past three UCT titles, at
259. Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF)
was third at 260 and Cranford was
fourth at 274.

Blue Devil Sean Taylor took top
individual honors, recording a three-
under par 57, Cranford Cougar John
Bush took second with a round of
60, followed by SPF Raider Miguel
Fontora at 62, Oratory’s Aidan
Devlin at 63 and Raider Jimmy

Harcourt also at 63..
TEAM SCORES: 1. Westfield

(W) 251. 2. Oratory (O) 259. 3. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SPF) 260. 4.
Cranford (C) 274. T5. Summit (S) &
Governor Livingston (GL) 276. 7.
New Providence (NP) 306. 8. Union
Catholic (UC) 308.

INDIVIDUAL SCORES: Sean
Taylor (W) 57, Johnny Bush, (C) 60,
Miguel Fontora (SPF) 62, Aidan
Devlin (O) 63, Jimmy Harcourt (SPF)
63, Bear Mooney (W) 64, Louis
Daniele (SPF) 65, Alex Imperatore
(S) 65, Justin Susarchck (O) 65, Mike
Koomar (O) 65, George Snell (W)
65, Jack Hall (W) 65, Matt Rice (GL)
65

Sean Vowells (O) 66, Ed Sot (GL)
67, John Humiston (W) 67, Jack
Conforth (S) 67, Tom Castle (C) 68,
C.J. Olsen (NP) 68, Alex Felitto (O)
69, Dan Greiss (Dayton) 69

4 record. However the Gaels were
badly overmatched in this contest.
Roxbury had almost no possession
time in the first half with the Blue
Devils winning the draw controls and
ground balls and passing effectively
in the scoring zones.

The Blue Devils made it look easy
throughout the opening half, building
to a 12-0 lead. Highlight goals in-
cluded Edmondson’s breakaway that
ended with a one-on-one score against
the Roxbury goaltender with 8:09 re-
maining in the half. Liddy scored on a
nice underhand flip with 6:54 remain-
ing in the half that made it 9-0.
Roxbury finally got on the board when
Emma Karnitsky scored with :32 left
in the half.

“We are right there in terms of
being able to reach that next level of
elite girls’ lacrosse teams,” said
Westfield first year Head Coach Abby
Cohn. “We are a very young team and
this is my first year getting to know
the players, so everything is a learn-
ing process. We just come out every
game and try to work on the things we
need to perfect. We have been close in
a lot of our losses. Sometimes a game
like this can be helpful in that it allows

you to get some time for players that
need to see live game action.”

In the second half, Cohn did just
that, mixing in reserves and getting
time for some of the younger players
on the team. It did not make a differ-
ence. The Blue Devils extended their
lead to 14-1 on goals by Kelly
Leuthold and Paige Radice before
Roxbury answered with a goal by
Emily Koepfer with 11:58 remaining
in the game.

Olivia Shields scored three goals
for Westfield and Sydney Paoletti,
Lila Hutchins, McKenna Edmondson
and Carley Farella each contributed
two goals to the winning effort.
Goaltender Carlee Swanson came up
with six saves for Westfield.

Westfield does not know the oppo-
nent they will face in the upcoming
state playoffs but they are likely to
host a first-round match-up regard-
less of the identity of the foe.

“I really hold high expectations for
this team,” said Cohn. “We are more
confident now than we were in the
beginning of the season when I think
we played a little bit timidly.”
Roxbury   1   1 2
Westfield 12   6 18

Probitas Verus Honos

Blue Devil Boys Capture
Union County Golf Crown
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Blue Devils Score 5 in Sixth;
Defeat Softball Raiders, 12-6

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

University. It was the 1969-70 school
year and Carey was a last-minute hire
as a physical education teacher, bas-
ketball and baseball coach. Next month
he will be retiring after 48 years, the
last 22 as the principal at Roosevelt
Intermediate School.

“Old-timers” remember him as a
coach, from 1970-97, while the
younger generation thinks of him as
an administrator, from 1996-2017.
They’re both right.

Carey had to learn to reign in his
emotions, and he did that. But he
never was short with the discipline.
Win or lose, his players followed the
rules. Or …

“One time we had a big game on
Monday, but there was a … an inci-
dent … on Saturday night,” Tommy
Della Badia said recently. “He called
me and Billy Harcourt into his office.
We hadn’t broken any rules, but we
were there and rules had been broken.
‘You should have known better,’ he
said. ‘You’re not playing today.’ And
he was right, of course.”

Carey coached for 28 years – bas-
ketball and baseball at Edison from
1970-93; junior varsity basketball at
WHS from 1982-90; and varsity bas-
ketball at WHS from 1991-97 – and
had an overall record of 514 wins, 331
losses and 2 ties, an impressive 60.8
winning percentage. But those num-
bers are nothing compared to the im-
print Stew Carey leaves behind.

***
Lieutenant Robert Bell was the lead

police detective on the infamous John
List murder investigation that jolted
the town in 1971. Son Bobby Jr. felt

Mark Jackson remembers like it was
yesterday. It was the first day of bas-
ketball practice at Edison Junior High
in late 1969, a racially-charged time in
America. Jackson and his all-white
buddies showed up for basketball prac-
tice, not knowing what to expect from
the new eighth-grade coach, a short
black man with a mini-Afro hairdo
and a major attitude.

“He (Stew Carey) was 22, right out
of college,” Jackson said recently. “But
we all took to him immediately. We
wanted to follow his lead. He let us run
up and down the court. But the heart of
it was diving for loose balls, and tak-
ing charges. And we practiced both.
You wanted floor burns, to show him
that you were willing to do whatever it
took.”

Jackson is now the principal at
Amherst-Pelham High in Massachu-
setts, but he easily recalled the team’s
big game, 37 years ago.

“It was at home against Roselle,” he
said. “Two years later we (WHS) won
the (state) Group 4 title and they won
Group 2. Player for player we were
outmatched, but we won by seven or
nine (66-56).”

Another game at Rahway was ended
early when the officials stopped the
game in the third quarter.

“I don’t remember the particular
call,” Jackson said, “but Mr. Carey
went nuts and the refs called the game.”

That team – featuring starters Jack-
son, Scott Novacek, Barry Kaufmann,
Pete McGale and Joe Cacchione –
finished 11-3.

“It wasn’t an easy task, to capture
our hearts and minds,” Jackson said.
“But he had us all in.”

***
Stew Carey came to Westfield out

of Burley High (Class of 1965) in
Charlottesville, Va., via Delaware State

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Carey: Much More
Than Ws and Ls

MOST IMPROVED...This Most Im-
proved Player trophy in 1976 made a
lifetime impression on one of Stew
Carey’s former baseball players.

the sting of being cut from the Edison
baseball team in 1975. But he made
the team in ninth grade, and was WHS’s
varsity catcher in 1979.

“(Carey) knew I was really disap-
pointed after he cut me in eighth grade,”
Bell said recently. “But he took me
aside and told me what I needed to do
to make the team the following year.
Not only did I make the team, but Mr.
Carey awarded me a trophy as ‘Most
Improved Player’ that I still have in
my office 41 years later. I’ve used that
experience as a motivator many times
since then. I earned lots of trophies
over the years, but have no idea what
happened to any of the others. This
one has always been extra special. He
even made sure the figure on top of the
trophy was a catcher, instead of a
generic ball player.

“I had many baseball coaches, but
he was the best. He was not only a
great strategist (we once won a game
on a double suicide squeeze, where
the runner on second scores too), but
also a terrific teacher and mentor. He
was very demanding in practice, but
usually made it fun. He’d scream at us
when we screwed up, but also clowned
around with us, once in a while.”

***
“Physically he wasn’t an imposing

presence,” Neil Desmond said recently.
“Then he would open his mouth, and
you would immediately stand at atten-
tion.”

Desmond had the Carey experience
as a junior high baseball player, later
playing on the 1977 and ’78 WHS
football teams.

“He was a no-nonsense guy ... he
gave you directions and expected you
to follow them,” Desmond said. “He
would make it crystal clear that his
instructions were never open to inter-
pretation. But he was also always there
for his players. I missed dinner a couple
of times because some of us were
hanging around after practice, yucking
it up with him. It didn’t happen often,
but those few times were priceless.

“He felt a genuine responsibility to
the young men he coached, to insure
they kept out of trouble, and repre-
sented their team, their school and
their town in a manner that all could be
proud of. And you never had to guess
what he was thinking. He had no inter-
nal filter. It went from his brain to his
mouth. I always appreciated that, as a
player.”

Desmond ranks Carey ranks right
up there with Gary Kehler, WHS’s
legendary football coach.

“In many ways they were very much
alike,” Desmond said. “Coach Carey

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL SENIORS...Pictured, left to right, are: Danielle Rinaldi, Paige
Venturino, Casey Popowski, Nicolina Albano and Lauren Fernandez.

For Waltsak, the inning could have
been much less damaging had she and
her teammates been able to squeeze a
couple of ground balls.

“It was disappointing that we
couldn’t make those plays,” said
Waltsak, still working her way back
from recent bicep injury. “I felt like I
was doing well for while there. The
home run I gave up was not a bad
pitch. It was moving for me. She
[Howell] just got a hold of it. I think
sometimes, when we face adversity
we need to make the plays to get
through it. Today we didn’t do that.”

If the Raiders were going to rally,
they would have to do it against a new
pitcher as the Blue Devils brought in
Bridget Hyland to start the bottom of
the fourth inning. Hyland set the
Raider batters down in order.

The Raiders did rally for a run in
the fifth. Julia DiGiacomo rapped an
RBI double into the left-centerfield
gap that scored Angie DiGiacomo,

who had doubled. But Hyland kept
the lead at 7-4 when she got Lyman to
pop out to first base to end the inning.

Westfield picked up five big insur-
ance runs in the sixth inning with four
coming against reliever Zoe Cardenas.
The Raiders, trailing 12-4 heading
into their final at bat, managed to
grind out a pair of runs on RBI singles
by Emily Lockatell and Lyman be-
fore Hyland got Brunetto to ground
out to short to end the game.

“Really it was one bad inning for us
today,” said Raider Head Coach Jess
Hulnik. “Jess Waltsak was pitching
well but we didn’t help out defen-
sively.”

Rinaldi (2-for-4), Sacher and Erica
Lawrence each doubled and drove in
a pair of runs for Westfield. Julia
Romano added two hits and an RBI.
Westfield improved to 15-4. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood fell to 7-11.
Westfield 200 505 0 12
Sc Pl-Fanwood 300 010 2 6

Pirates’ Surge Sinks Blue Devil Boy Laxers
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

rest of the second quarter proved to
be an offensive slugfest with goals
coming at a pace of one per minute.
SHP grabbed a 3-2 lead only to have
Westfield’s Matthew Rittendale an-
swer with a goal at 7:34. SHP surged
to a 5-3 lead after goals by Westlin
and Brian Tevlin. Westfield closed
out the half with goals by Bond at
4:26, Rittendale’s game tying shot
at 3:12 and Warnow’s strike at 2:17
that sent the Blue Devils into the
break with a 6-5 lead.

“When you are dealing with kids
in high school it is always a chal-
lenge for them to maintain intensity
and focus,” said Tuohy. “I thought
our guys did a great job early, espe-
cially just being a few days removed
from an emotional exciting win over
Summit. I think in the second half
you could kind of see that focus
slipping away.”

Westfield still appeared to have
plenty of energy in reserve when
Warnow scored just a minute and a
half into the third quarter for a 7-5

Blue Devil lead. The quick strike
was set up by teammate Luke
Hunziker, who intercepted a pass
then sent it ahead to Warnow, who
quickly deposited the ball into the
back of the net.

The rapid-fire goal seemed to
wake up the Pirates, the five-time
defending Essex County champi-
ons. From that point forward, the
Pirates took complete control of the
contest by scoring the next five goals
in the third period. Westlin would
score four of these goals himself.

“He is a really talented player for
them,” said Tuohy. “You can’t say
enough about him or so many of
their players. There is a reason why
they are so highly ranked. They have
a lot of talent.”

SHP methodically turned a 7-5
deficit into a 10-7 lead by the end of
the third quarter. The Blue Devils
tried a new goaltender heading into
the final quarter with Theo Dardia
taking over for starter Jack
McCauley. It did not help. SHP con-

tinued to dominate possession and
Westlin scored three more goals in
the final quarter, part of a 10-0 fin-
ishing kick that put the Blue Devils
down for the count.

“Westfield is a great team,” said
Westlin. “But we felt like our of-
fense could score on their defense.
It took a while for us to get it going
today but once we are rolling like
we were in the second half, it is
pretty hard to stop us.”

Westlin had seven goals and three
assists for the winners. Teammate
Cole Kirst contributed three goals
to the Seton Hall Prep ledger. Blue
Devils Bond and Rittendale each
scored two goals. Devon McLane
added three assists. McCauley al-
lowed eight goals, while recording
seven saves. Dardia allowed seven
goals, while stopping two shots.
Seton Hall Prep 2 3 5 5 15
Westfield 1 5 1 0 7

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, May 21st • 1-4 PM
1041 Wychwood Road, Westfield • 4 Bedrooms, 3 1/2 Baths

WESTFIELD WEST OFFICE    600 NORTH AVENUE WEST     908-233-0065

©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Welcome to 1041 Wychwood Road in one of Westfield’s premier locations! Situated on a lovely, quiet cul-de-sac, across
from the Echo Lake Country Club golf course, you can imagine this home with storybook curb appeal as your own. Walk
into a gracious entry hall with hardwood floors, flanked by a grand and sunny living room with an impressive wood
burning fireplace on the right, and a cozy library /office with a gas fireplace and built-in bookshelves on the left. The
formal dining room offers a lovely view from the large bay window to the greenery outside. The sparkling kitchen is
updated with granite countertops and stainless steel appliances. A few steps away enjoy the sunlit breakfast room. Full of
light and wonderful views to the lush landscaping and flower gardens in the back yard, the large family room boasts an
elegant wet bar, powder room, and Dutch door to the patio. Completing the first floor is a rare find: a lovely bedroom
with an updated full bath, and a walk-in closet. On the second floor, there is a large master bedroom with an updated and
spa-like master bath with custom cabinetry. Two more bedrooms and an updated main bath complete the second level.
There are stunning hardwood floors throughout. With beautiful landscaping and a private, .35 acres setting, outdoor
living on the bluestone patio with an automated awning is a pleasure. Other features include a two-car garage, sprinkler
system, and central air conditioning. This is a wonderful place to call home! Presented for $959,000.

Wende Devlin Gates

Cell: 908-403-2060
Direct: 908-233-5989

Wende.Gates@cbmoves.com

Sales Associate

was more ‘raw.’ But with the excep-
tion of my dad, Coach Carey and
Coach Kehler were the two biggest
influences in my life. Much of what I
learned from them, their ‘management
style,’ is what I implement on a daily
basis in managing my global team
here in Houston.

“Coach always had a way of making
you feel good when you did some-
thing good ... but never at the expense
of making sure you stayed grounded.”

***
Possibly Carey’s finest moment – if

48 years can even be pinned down to
one moment, season, game, practice,
or speech – came in 1985, leading the
WHS jayvee team to a 22-2 record.
The highlight was a 47-40 upset of
Elizabeth in the county jayvee tourna-
ment final. But that’s not what Neil
Horne, a freshman star on that team,
recalls.

“My most vivid memory is how
competitive Mr. Carey was in the last
few minutes of our nine-point home
loss to their team,” Horne said re-
cently. “Elizabeth had the top boys’
basketball program in New Jersey at
that time. Their JV team was so tal-
ented (that) their players won the var-
sity county championship the next two
years. Most coaches would have been
thrilled to split games with Elizabeth.
But it was clear that Mr. Carey thought
we should have won the game, and
that we were capable of beating them
a second time. His belief in us carried
through – not only to our Union County
championship, but for the rest of our
lives.

“Thirty-one years later (in June
2016), I attended my daughter Julia’s
graduation from Roosevelt Interme-
diate School. And as principal, Mr.
Carey delivered a highly motivating
commencement address. He indicated
to the Class of 2020 that it’s easy to
show up when everything is going
well. But the true test is whether you
have the character to keep trying your
best when things are not going your
way. Mr. Carey is one of the best
coaches, educators and leaders that
Westfield has ever seen.”

***
Brian Ciemniecki played varsity

basketball three years under Carey.
The total record: 20 wins, 39 losses.
While Ciemniecki swears he would
have run through a wall if Carey had
asked, he also got to know his coach’s
other side.

“My senior year, the forecast called
for a blizzard,” Ciemniecki said re-
cently. “As we left the gym the day
before, Stew says, ‘I don’t care if the
snow comes up to your (butts) tomor-
row, we are having practice!’ Well, it
snowed about 30 inches that night. In
the morning the phone rings and it’s
Mr. Carey. ‘Ciemniecki, call the boys,
no practice today.’ Of course, my re-
sponse was, ‘But Mr. Carey, the snow
is up to my (butt), and you said we’d
have practice’ to which he responded,
‘Don’t be a wise (guy) Ciemniecki’
and hung up the phone.”

CELEBRATE STEW
After 48 years in the Westfield

school district as a teacher, coach and
administrator, Stew Carey is retiring.
All former athletes of Mr. Carey
(Edison Junior High basketball/base-
ball, Westfield High jayvee and var-
sity basketball) are invited to a gath-
ering on June 17, hosted by Joe and
Tom Della Badia at Tom’s house in
Westfield. Spread the word to your
former teammates and contact Joe
(908-377-9477) or Tom (908-370-
9668) for more details and to RSVP.

Joyce Taylor 
Sales Associate 

Cell: 908-313-1542 | Direct: 908-233-6417 

Joyce.Taylor@cbmoves.com 

1501 Rahway Avenue, Westfield 

© 2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  

Well maintained & beautifully updated Colonial situated on deep property with great yard 

space. Entry vestibule leads to a spacious formal living room with hardwood floors and a 

stone front fireplace. Off the living room is a cozy family room with cathedral ceiling and 

built-ins. Formal dining room features a corner built-in cabinet and flows into the incredible 

designer kitchen featuring abundant cabinetry, stainless steel appliances, tile backsplash, 

soapstone counters, and a convenient pot filler. An adorable screened porch off the kitchen 

and a beautiful powder room with pocket door complete the first floor. A beautiful stained 

glass window leads you up the stairs to three bedrooms and a good size main bath with large 

linen closet. Walk up attic and unfinished basement. Don't miss this charming home!  

Presented for $735,000

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribeProbitas Verus Honos
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Call Today!
877.708.1121
FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

MOM & DAD ALWAYS GAVE 
ME GREAT ADVICE, IT’S TIME 

TO RETURN THE FAVOR.
A part of Fellowship Senior Living

One Call to Compassionate Home Care

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate

Previews® Specialist, CRS, ASP, ABR, SRES
2016 Gold Level NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award

Cell/Text: 908-370-7900
Email: suechecchio@gmail.com

www.07090homes.com

A picturesque and sought-after street is the setting for this pristine, lovingly maintained and updated Colonial
home. The floor plan is surprisingly spacious and offers an entrance vestibule, Living Room with fireplace, large
formal Dining Room, gorgeous renovated Kitchen, and huge Family Room addition. The Kitchen has been
remodeled with white cabinetry, marble countertops, white subway tile backsplash and stainless steel appliances.
It opens to the wonderful Family Room which has a cathedral ceiling, large windows which flood it with sunlight,
and French doors to the private deck overlooking the manicured yard. Upstairs are three Bedrooms with multiple
closets and the newly renovated main Bath. The Recreation Room and another full Bath in the Basement complete
the living space. With fresh neutral paint colors and gleaming hardwood floors, this home is move-in ready!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, May 21st from 2-4PM • $699,000

780 Fairacres Avenue, Westfield • www.780fairacres.com

Westfield Blue Devils Top Cougars, 6-3, for 15th Union County Tournament Championship
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Graceffo, Scanlon knew the pressure
was on but managed to scatter seven
hits and three runs over five innings,
while hitting a pair of batters, walking
one and striking out two. Corey Hiltz
relieved in the sixth and kept the 12-
7 Cougars off-balance, yielding only
a single to Tyler Szczech (2-for-3,
RBI), while striking out two.

“This is my second time pitching
against Cranford this year. There’s defi-
nitely some pressure but I just wanted to
go out like I do with every start and pitch
a normal game,” said Scanlon, whose
record improved to 6-1.

“We knew what he could do. He
performed today and that’s all we can
ask from him,” co-captain Alex
Pancini said.

Whenever a runner reached first
base, Scanlon demonstrated a purely
overt manner of looking off the run-
ner on first.

“I think part of pitching is intimida-
tion and I try to use mental games
sometimes to help my performance,”
Scanlon commented.

Graceffo allowed nine hits, walked
none but hit three batters, while strik-
ing out four. Three of the hits came in
the top of the second when the Blue
Devils scored once. Chris Wagner
poked a leadoff single and Kobi Wolf
singled. After a strikeout, Jake Vall-
Llobera hit a sharp grounder scooped
by first baseman Tom Armstrong, who
tossed to shortstop Brian Oblachinski,
who noticed Wagner heading home,
so he fired to catcher Mike McGee in
time to nail him at the plate. Next,
Blue Devil Mike Manning slashed a
sharp RBI single to right.

In the Cougar second, Armstrong

drilled a triple to center and on the
play, centerfielder Stevie Barden was
injured and was replaced by Arthur

Xiao, who took over right field, while
Wolf shifted to center. Armstrong,
who finished 2-for-3, scored the first

of his two runs when Dan Magliano
(2-for-3) beat out an infield single to
tie the score.

The Westfield fourth inning was
interesting. James Friel (2-for-4)
hooked a double to right but later got
caught in a rundown between second
and third for the first out. Vall-Llobera
reached on an error and was replaced
by courtesy runner Owen Kessler.
Manning was hit-by-a-pitch and Xiao
hopped an RBI single over second.
Pancini, who struck out his first at-bat
and was hit-by-a-pitch in the third,
stepped forward and yanked a sharp
two-run double to left, giving
Westfield a 4-1 lead.

“In the beginning of the game, I had
a tough time but I had guys to back me
up,” Pancini commented.

Armstrong got the Cougars going
again in the fourth with a leadoff
single over second, moved to second
on Matt Perino’s walk and scored on
Szczech’s slow single by short.

“I saw him well the first couple of
at-bats. I tried to not do too much. I
did what I had to do,” Armstrong

said.
Friel singled in a scoreless Westfield

fifth but Ryan Bakie (2-for-4, stolen
base) got the Cougars excited with a
solo blast over the leftfield fence,
tightening the score, 4-3.

“He was trying to work the corner
of the plate. He got me with a fastball
on the outside corner pretty early.
Tried to come back with an inside
fastball. I got my hands around it and
I took it to left,” Bakie described.

The rally was cut short when Pancini
made a great over-the-shoulder catch
in shallow center for the second out
and Cougar James Shriner got caught
in a rundown for the third out.

“It was kind of hit in no man’s land.
The outfielders were not going to be
able to get it and I just went out to it
and put my best effort into it,” Pancini
recalled.

It appeared that the Blue Devils
were not going to score in the sixth
with two outs and Pancini on first but
Matt LaCorte slammed an RBI double
to center and Jake Lerie added icing

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

INTENSE ACTION AT THE UNION COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP...Left photo – Cougar Ryan Bakie steals third in the third inning as Blue Devil third baseman Matt Manning awaits the throw. Bakie blasted a solo homer in the fifth inning. Middle
photo – Blue Devil pitcher Connor Scanlon tossed five innings, allowed seven hits, walked one and hit two batters, while striking out two Cougars to earn the win. Right photo – Blue Devil Chris Wagner is about to get tagged out at the plate by Cougar
catcher Mike McGee in the second inning. Leading 4-3, the Blue Devils added a pair of runs in the sixth inning and held on to win their 15th Union County Tournament Championship.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OUT AT FIRST...Blue Devil second baseman Alex Pancini gives the “out” signal
as first baseman Chris Wagner catches the throw before Cougar Tyler Szczech,
No. 46, reaches the bag.
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Blue Devils Top Cougars, 6-3,
For 15th UCT Championship

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

Union County Senior 60+
Softball League Standings:

60+ A DIVISION (May 11)
TEAM W L
Awnings Galore II 5 2
Kilkenny House 4 2
Creative Industries I 4 3
Liberty Lighting 1 5

60+ B DIVISION
TEAM W L
American Legion 5 1
DeBellis Associates 4 1
Cranford VFW 3 3
Avengers 1 4
Creative Industries Too 0 6

American Legion 18, DeBellis 10
For DeBellis, Bob Donnelly (3H,

3R) and Dave McFall (3H, 2R) led
the offense with Art Martines, Marv
Scherb and Bob Mancini having mul-
tiple hits. Johnny Miller added a tow-
ering triple.
Liberty 11, Creative I 8

LLG’s late game defense, high-
lighted by Harry Semple’s bases-
loaded game-saving catch, along with
a balanced offense secured the vic-
tory. Jeff Maglietta and Paul
Southwick (3 hits each), Rick
Regenthal (bases-clearing 2b) and
Willie Jackson (RBI triple) provided
enough separation. Creative with 14
hits, were led by Tom Straniero (2H,
2R), Anthony Santorelli (3H), Geoff
Polston (3H, 2R) and Karl Grossmann
(2-for-2).
Awnings II 20, The Avengers 19

Bobby Rahnenfuhrer’s walk-off HR
in the bottom of the 8th inning capped
Awnings’ late rally. The Avengers (7
runs in 5th, 6 runs in 6th) led late, 19-
14. Danny Mendoza (2-for-2, 2BB,
2R, 3RBI, HR in 7th) and Tom Pasko
(3H, 3R, 2RBI, tying RBI) sent the
game into extra innings. Steve Toth
(2B, 2R) had 4 hits and Pete Osborn
(2H, BB, 2R) homered in addition to
Rahnenfuhrer’s (3-for-3, BB, 3R,
3RBI) big night at the plate. Ron
Horinko (4-for-4) Anthony Abbaleo
(grand slam), Richie Krov, John
Tomaine and Robert Hoffman (3 hits
apiece), and Joe Brown, Robert
Maley, Alan Schachman, Teo
Fernandez, and Pete Gelesky (pair of
hits each) led The Avengers.
Awnings 6, American Legion 5

Outstanding pitching and two
double plays turned by each team led
to the lowest scoring game in the
league thus far this season. Gary
Cuttler’s walk-off base hit with two
down in the bottom of the 7th inning

won the game for Awnings. All 13
AG2 batters registered, at least, one
hit but Wally Dusko (3-for-3, R),
Bobby Lorincz (2H, R) Bruce
Crawford (2H, 2RBI) and Angelo
Melillo (2H) had more than one.
Cranford VFW 2 11, Liberty 6

Dave Drechsel (3 hits), nine addi-
tional batters with 2 hits each, Ken
Murray (triple, 3 RBI) and Gary
Schaller (double, 2 RBI) led the VFW.
For LLG, multiple batters collected 2
hits each highlighted by Dennis
Quigley’s clinic-like plate appear-
ances.
Creative I 23, Kilkenny 15

Creative’ 30 hit attack was led by
Brian Williams (perfect at the plate,
4H, 3R), Dana Kimmel (3H, 3R), Joe
Massimino (massive HR, 3H, 3R),
Geoff Polston (3H, 3R), Anthony
Santorelli (3H, 2R) and pitcher Tom
Lombardi (3H, 1R). Kilkenny was
led by Jim Buckalew and Neil
Granstrand with four hits each.

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Installation
Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

ANGELO QUERQUES

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY WORK

Paver Walkways
Sidewalks

Steps
Culture Stone

Water Proofing

Phone: 973-672-7599

Cell: 973-222-7335

Peter DiNizo
Mason & Contractor

*All Mason Work
*Waterproof Basement
*Professional Electrical

Work with Lic.

Fanwood, NJ
Office: 908-889-5771
Cell: 908-456-1258

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

PATIOS - DRIVEWAYS

WALKWAYS

RETAINING SYSTEMS

DRAINAGE SYSTEMS

CUSTOM PLANTINGS

OUTDOOR KITCHENS

LAWN RENOVATIONS

908-757-4550

Guaranteed Work       Westfield, NJ      Over 33 yrs. Exp.

NURSERY/LANDSCAPE

FOUR SEASONS

ED DELLA FERA

     SHUTTERS  *  SHADES  *  BLINDS  *  WOVEN  WOODS 

     * * *  DRAPERY  INSTALLATIONS  * * * 

Serving Westfield for over 30 years 

Phone:  732 503-3316 

Email: Edellafera@Gmail.com 

with an RBI single to right for a 6-3
lead. Hiltz did the rest.

“We knew beating this team three
times was going to be tough. We
played together, big hits, timely hits.
I think what really set the tone was
Matt LaCorte’s double. There were
two outs. That broke it open and gave
us the rally,” Pancini said.

“I had two hits. I got picked off
once. That wasn’t very good but I
have been hitting the ball well lately
and I am trying to help out when I can
as the DH. That’s all I do,” Friel
humbly said. “I don’t know if it set in
yet. I’m definitely happy. I lost my
voice again and my head hurts from
yelling.”

Accompanied with a sling support-
ing his left arm, co-captain Victor
Cruz had to do some supporting of his
own from the dugout.

“I was cheering all game. My voice
is gone too. I am happy for the win
and I knew they could do it all along.
We had some big hits. Alex had a big
hit, James had a big hit, Matt LaCorte
had a big hit. The big timely hits
definitely got me going and we also
had some good pitching performances
with Connor and Corey Hiltz. All that
got me going,” he said.

“We had great hits from unsung
heroes today, like Artur [Xiao] com-
ing in the game after Stevie [Barden]
got hurt, and Matt Manning, who is in
for Victor Cruz, who is out for the
season. Matt made great plays in the
field too and he had our first RBI,”

Scanlon emphasized.
“Arthur hasn’t got many opportu-

nities but we all knew he was a good
player. When he came in, we knew he
would perform. There was no step
down during the game and he came
through with some big hits and made
nice plays in the outfield,” Friel
pointed out.

“Like James said, he hasn’t had
many opportunities but we know what
he’s capable to do. Arthur has been
doing that and he has a lot of range in
the outfield,” Cruz added.

“It was a real close game. We just
didn’t come out on top. That’s base-
ball. It happens sometimes. You just
have to get back at it and hopefully we
will do better in the state tourna-
ment,” Armstrong said.

“Coach Mac [Dennis McCaffery]
has been to the state tournament like
15 years, so he does a great job of
getting us prepared and we are going
to take it one game at a time. Hope-
fully we get home field advantage
and we just do what we can do in the
states,” Bakie said.

As a member of the Group 5 cham-
pion football team, Scanlon felt par-
ticularly blessed.

“It’s really awesome. Winning two
championships in a year, there is no
better feeling,” he said.
Westfield 010 302 0 6
Cranford 010 110 0 3

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING A CUT...Blue Devil James Friel takes a cut as Cougar catcher Mike
McGee prepares to catch the ball in the second inning. Friel went 2-for-4 with a
double and a single at Kean University in Union on May 12.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING TO SECOND...Blue Devil Kobi Wolf gets to second safely as the throw
sails wide of Cougar shortstop Brian Oblachinski in the second inning. Wolf
singled and scored in the inning.

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Standings:

50+ A DIVISION (May 11)
TEAM W L T
Deegan Roofing 5 0
Linwood Inn 3 2 1
Contact Lens & Vision 3 3 1
Joe Max Telecom 3 4

50+ B DIVISION
TEAM W L
Riverside Inn 6 0
Roselle American Legion 6 1
Top Line 4 2
Cranford VFW 3 3
National Energy Network 2 4

50+ C DIVISION
TEAM W L
Driftwood Bar & Grill 2 4
AJ Jersey 1 5
10th St. Live Bar & Grill 1 6
Waxtel Const/Bad Brains 1 6

Riverside 22, 10th Street Bar 6
Riverside was led by the pitching

of Mario Fastiggi and the hitting of
Paul Newton (4 hits, 3 RBI), along
with Tom Wolansky and Anthony
Abbaleo (hits each).
Cranford VFW 14, AJ Jersey 5

Cranford plated nine runs in the last
two innings. Chris Kaminksi and Nick
Pace each hit two-run homers. Phil
McGovern (2 hits, booming triple),
Dave Pringle (2 hits, 3 runs) also
supported Billy Hinkle, who went the
distance for his third consecutive win.
Linwood 15, National Energy 6

The Tap House scored 6 runs in the
top of the third. Campy Camporeale
(3 hits) and Mike DiRienzo, Joe
Lynch, Jeff Villani, pitcher Rich Johns
and Mac Kowaleski (each with a pair
of hits) chipped in. Gary Cuttler (3-
for-3), and Jerry Isolda and John
Rachko (3 hits, RBI each) provided
some Energy.
Deegan 19, JoeMax Telecom 4

A solid defense, another strong out-
ing on the mound for Peter Appolito,
Doug Fischer, Farlan Alusik and John
Garced (3-for-3), and Knobby
Nardello, Joe DiFabio, Tom Baldowski
and Peter Appolito (2 hits apiece) sent
a clear message to JoeMax, who was
led by Dave Eckert, Walt Patrylo and
Bruce Evans offensively.
Contact 14, Roselle Am. Leg. 5

Pitcher Howard Bialos, supported
by an over 20 hit attack and terrific
defense, kept the Legion hitters off-
balance. Dr. Joe DeRosa made two
spectacular catches, while Ken Zierler
turned an unassisted double play for
CLV who received offensive support
from Matt Kasper, Jimmy Jimenez
and George Merlo (3-for-3). The Le-
gion was led by Jim McCullough and
Gene Antonucci.

Top Line 27, Bad Brains 12
Top Line with 31 hits, knocked Bad

Brains senseless. Carey Durrett (5
hits, HR), Ron Kulik (3 hits, triple,
HR), Bob D’Meo (4 hits, HR), along
with Don Montefusco, Ray DiMaggio
and Bob Greco (4 hits each) led the
Top Liners. BB, whose bats went to
sleep after scoring 11 runs in the first
two frames, had Jose Cortes (3 hits,
2b), Fred Marchev (2 doubles), Ken
Zeidner (2 hits, 3b) and Ramon
Martinez (2 hits) providing offense.
Riverside 19, Cranford VFW 18

VFW battled back from a 12 run
deficit but Riverside plated four runs
in the 7th for the win. Mario Fastiggi
(3 hits, walk-off winning single), Den-
nis Maluchnik (4 hits) and Rich
Polonitza, Rich Conklin and Anthony
Abbaleo (3 hits each) led the River-
side. Jim Capizzi, Carl Gamba and
Phil McGovern paced a 25-hit attack
with three hits each for Cranford.
Contact Lens 22, Bad Brains 19

Hitting stars for the Lensmakers
were Matt Kasper (4-for-4 2 HRs),
Peter Byer (2 triples, 4-for-4), Bobby
Beiner (4-for-4, clutch 2-run, 2-out
single knocking in the winning runs),
Anthony Miccio (bases-loaded 2-run
single in 7th) and Ken Zierler (3 hits,
sparkling defense). BB had Mike Ju
(3B), Jose Santana, Chris Johnson
(3B), Ken Zeidner and Pat Sarullo
each with 3 hits. Ramon Martinez,
Fred Marchev and Joe Kenney (3B)
added 2 hits each.
Roselle AL 19, National Energy 11

Legion men Ed Rodriguez and Mike
McGuire belted early home runs but a
late spark of Energy made it interesting.
Rich Chapparro, Bob Glassman, Ed
Kushner and Harold Zayas, and pitcher
Rich Vella with three hits also contrib-
uted. Dave Grandmaison powered the
NeNsters’ 10-run 5th with 2 HRs and 5
RBI. Tom Colandro and Gary Cuttler
each went 3-for-3 with an RBI.
Linwood Inn 21, AJ Jersey 9

Brian Latham (HR), Mike
DiRienzo, Mike Slope Rzewski, Jack
Helfrich, Jim Sydlo, Joe Lynch, Brian
Schaefer, pitcher Rich Johns and Mac
Kowaleski led the Tapsters. Glenn
Jones was 3-for-3 with an RBI for AJ.
Driftwood Inn II 11, JoeMax 10

Linda’s entire roster contributed to
the offense. Danny Nigro, Mike
Hoffman, Pat Nigro, Mike McKenna
with a solo HR, and Bruce Evans with
a Grand Slam, paced the JoeMax at-
tack.

Westfield Area ‘Y’ Flyers
Start Their Track Season

6th in turbo javelin, Aidan McKeon –
10th 1,500m run

Boys 11-12: Eamon Mason – 1st
1,500m run, Orlando Guzman Jr –
2nd 400m dash, 3rd 1,500m run and
7th turbo javelin; Justin Koizumi –
5th shot put and 6th discus; David
Sanchez – 8th long jump; Damian
Scouloukas – 6th 100m dash, 9th shot
put and 2nd 80m hurdles

Boys 13-14: Matthew Ackerman –
7th turbo javelin, Paul Koizumi – 2nd
1,500m race walk, Braden Stryker –
2nd shot put and 2nd discus

Boys 15-16: Liam Robb – 4th 400m
dash and 1st 1,500m run

The Westfield Area “Y” Flyers Track
Club is a USATF certified club that
serves over 700 athletes throughout
the year. For more information, please
visit www.YFlyersTrackClub.com, or
contact Paul Garwood at (908) 233-
2700 x256.

Probitas Verus Honos

The Flyers Track Club were among
the 1,000 athletes that recently par-
ticipated in the NJ Striders Track meet
on April 23 at Hackensack High
School. The Flyers had 36 top-10
finishes and set eight team records.

TOP 10 FLYERS:
Girls 9-10: Mychaela Fields – 2nd

100m dash and 4th in 400m dash;
Emma Muir – 7th in 400m dash, 2nd
in long jump and 1st in turbo javelin

Girls 11-12: Elizabeth Koizumi –
2nd 1,500m race walk

Girls 13-14: Grace Endy – 1st
1,500m race walk, Olivia Muir – 10th
shot put and 9th in discus, Julia
Skultety – 4th long jump, Sophie
Vastine – 10th 100m dash, Margaret
Zhu – 4th 1,500m run

Boys 8U: Matthew Sanchez – 10th
100, 3rd long jump and 2nd shot put

Boys 9-10: Jack Fallon – 6th 100m
dash, Jacob Liss – 8th 1,500m run and

WF’s DeMartino Gets
All-CC Second Team
LANCASTER, Pa. – Junior pitcher

Brad DeMartino (Westfield) of the
Gettysburg College baseball team has
recently been named to the All-Cen-
tennial Conference (CC) Second
Team.

DeMartino registered another solid
season as one of the team’s primary
pitchers. Over eight starts, the left-
hander accumulated a 5-2 record, 51
strikeouts, just 10 walks, and a 2.55
ERA. The team leader in wins and
strikeouts, he also finished among the
Centennial Conference leaders in sev-
eral categories, including wins (tied
for fourth), ERA (fifth), and strikeouts
(tied for eighth).

DeMartino pitched at least six in-
nings in five of his starts, including
four in which he threw at least seven
innings. He opened the year with seven
scoreless frames to go with a season-
high 10 strikeouts in a win over
Westminster, and he authored a six-
hit complete game in the team’s 3-2
win at Muhlenberg in its Centennial
Conference opener. DeMartino also
tossed 7 2/3 innings in a victory at
Ursinus and went 7 1/3 innings in a
road win versus McDaniel.

Cougars Crack Nutley,
Lakeland in Boys Lax
The Cranford Cougars boys la-

crosse team won its fourth in a row
and improved to 6-10 with a 16-2
triumph over on May 9 and an 8-7 win
over Lakeland in Cranford on May
11. Connor Fitch and Hunter Brogan
each notched three goals against
Nutley, while Conor Halpin and Dan
Allen netted two goals and two assists
each. Mike Kalnins and Dante Cassaro
added a goal and two assists each.

Fitch fired in five goals and scooped
six ground balls against Lakeland,
while Allen had a pair of goals and five
ground balls. Brogan had one goal.
Sean Bryson and Mark Ciemniecki
each had an assist and Tom Curry
scooped six ground balls. Goalkeeper
Phil Marotta made nine saves.
Lakeland 1 2 3 1 7
Cranford 2 2 3 1 8

High School Sport Shorts:
WF Nicks Princeton

In Boys Lax, 9-8
Jake Warnow stuffed in five goals

to lead the Westfield High School
boys lacrosse team to a 9-8, overtime
victory over the Princeton Tigers in
Westfield on May 13. Devon McLane
recorded four assists and Nicky Bond
fired in three goals, while Nick Nolan
nailed a goal and Griffin Aslanian
added an assist. Blue Devil goalkeep-
ers Jack McCauley and Theo Dardia
each made four saves.
Princeton 1 2 3 2 0 8
Westfield 2 3 1 2 1 9

Cougars Win 2, Lose 1
In Varsity Baseball

After pitcher Jack McAleavey
tossed a four-hitter in a 5-0 victory
over Roselle Park on May 7, the
Cranford High School baseball team
dropped a 4-2 decision to Union on
May 9 but rebounded the next day to
edge Bayonne, 2-1, in Bayonne.

Against Union, Tom Armstrong had
a double, single and an RBI, James
Shriner had a double and an RBI,
Mike Meola doubled and scored once
and Brian Oblachinski singled and
scored. Mike McGee had both RBI
for the Cougars in their win over the
Bees, driving in Armstrong and Dan
Maglino. Oblachinski doubled and
singled. Vince Genova pitched six
innings against the Bees and picked
up the win.
Roselle Park 000 000 0 0
Cranford 100 220 x 5

Union 003 010 0 4
Cranford 001 001 0 2

Cranford 000 101 0 2
Bayonne 000 000 1 1

Highlander Nine Tops
WF Blue Devils, 3-1

Nick Cocchia recorded six
strikeouts in five and one-third in-
nings as the Governor Livingston
Highlanders topped the Westfield
Blue Devils, 3-1, in Westfield on May
9. Alex Pancini went 2-for-3 for the
Blue Devils. Chris Wagner had an
RBI double to score Matt LaCorte,
who doubled. James Friel walked
three times. Jake Lerie and Matt Man-
ning each singled.

Dan Baroff doubled and scored for
the Highlanders. Cocchia and Drew
Compton each had an RBI single.
Jack Pedini singled and scored once
and Jace Tweeten scored once.
Gov. Livingston 011 000 1 3
Westfield 000 010 0 1

Raiders Bury Verona
In Boys Lacrosse, 16-4
Jack Brady netted four goals and

four assists to lead the 9-8 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
lacrosse team to a 16-4 thrashing of
the hosting Verona Hillbillies on May
12. Rob Gordon notched three goals
and an assist, while Anthony Porter
scored twice and added an assist. Dave
Walker scooped nine ground balls
and added an assist. Alex Oslislo
scooped six ground balls.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 5 7 3 1 16
Verona 1 2 1 0 4
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Joyce Taylor 
Sales Associate 

Cell: 908-313-1542 Direct: 908-233-6417 

Joyce.Taylor@cbmoves.com 

1042 Ledgewood Rd, Mountainside 
Open House · Sunday, May 21st 1-4 p.m. 

© 2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  

to this beautifully maintained Center Hall Colonial located on 

a corner lot in desirable Mountainside! Incredibly spacious formal living room 

features plenty of natural light & a gas fireplace.  A good sized formal dining room 

flows nicely into the fabulous kitchen featuring granite counters, top-of-the-line 

stainless steel appliances, abundant cabinetry, and huge eating space. A built-in desk 

and a powder room are off the kitchen. A family room with gas fireplace and a 

sunroom with vaulted ceilings complete the first floor. Upstairs is a master suite with 

full bath & double closets Three additional bedrooms share the hall bath with 

oversized Jacuzzi tub & double sinks. Finished lower level with rec room, office, 

powder room, and storage space. Don’t miss this home with plenty of space to grow! 

Presented for $879,000
©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

COLDWELL BANKER Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue • 908 233-5555

Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associate
Cell: 908-347-3483
www.NJTopHomes.com

4 Bedrooms • 3 Full & 1 Half Bath • $799,000

New Listing  • 91 Belmont Avenue, Cranford

Blue Devils Outpace Cougars in Softball, 6-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Julia at shortstop. Having that great
defense behind me allows me feel
more comfortable having control and
throwing in the strike zone. Then hav-
ing everybody hit too,” Hyland said.

The Cougars’ defense also stepped
up. Skalski at second base initiated
five putouts. Belliot at third was in-
volved in four putouts and Casazza at
short caught two difficult popups in
the seventh inning, including avoid-
ing a collision with the base ump in
shallow left-center.

“The infielders have been working
really hard, constantly going through
the simple motions in every single
practice. So it’s nice to see that their
work is showing in the game,” Reitzel
said.

“That’s something that we really
focus on because there was a point in
time where our defense was really
hurting us. We made a few changes.
We made a change at third base with
Ryann there and she’s been doing a
good job. Our defense is coming
around but I feel like our offense is
going the opposite direction. So we
need everything to move in the right
direction going into states,” Cougar
Head Coach Heather Wolf said.

The Blue Devils’ bats went to work
again in the third and produced two

runs to take a 4-2 lead. Rinaldi drew
a walk and sprinted to third on
Romano’s slashing single past first.
After Romano stole second, Rinaldi
scored on Erica Lawrence’s sacrifice
fly to right. Romano then scored on
Howell’s single by first.

The score jumped to 6-2 in the
sixth. Natalie Patterson tapped a
single, Jordan Sacher walked and
Rachel Rothenberg reached first on a
force out at third. Fernandez lined an
RBI single to right-center and Rinaldi
wobbled an RBI infield single. The
Cougars scored their final run in the
sixth. Skalski and Reitzel both singled
and Jayna Mallon looped an RBI
single over short.

With 14 wins already in their belt
and state sectionals on the horizon,
the Blue Devils will again need to
count on timely hitting, strong pitch-
ing and especially secure defense.

“Every time I go out there I know
that if they put the ball in play, they
will make the plays behind me,”
Hyland said.

“We were actually just talking about
it how last year we had 14 losses. We
were 8-14 last year, so it definitely
feels good to come back and have that
many wins and, hopefully, then some,”
Rinaldi said.

The Cougars are also looking to
coordinate their efforts.

“We are going to keep working
together. We are going to do more
team building and improve the mo-
mentum. If someone strikes out or our
pitchers are having an off day, we
pick each other up,” Reitzel said.

“Tomorrow is our Senior Night and
I think a lot of girls after counties and
Senior Night kind of look at it as the
season coming to an end but I told
them we got to climb back up that
mountain. We are kind of at the bot-
tom right now. We lost the last two
games, so we need to climb back up
that mountain and motivate each
other,” Coach Wolf expressed.
Westfield 202 002 0 6
Cranford 200 001 0 3

Raiders Halt N. Prov. Pioneers in Baseball, 6-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

DeGeorge and a walk to Mike Magnani
to load the bases with two outs but he
got the next batter to pop out to sec-
ond. After the first inning, it was smooth
sailing for Friedman with the excep-
tion of a small hiccup in the fifth.

“My changeup was really working
today. I’ve been a little shaky with
that recently but today I was really
working down-and-out and that was
one of my main strikeout pitches to-
day,” Friedman said.

Having an experienced Yarem be-
hind the plate also was a benefit. When-
ever Friedman may have shown any
signs of unsteadiness, Yarem was quick
to strut to the mound for comfort.

“It all went smoothly. It couldn’t
have gone better. He’s real easy to
work with. One of the best catchers
I’ve ever worked with. [He says] take
it easy, throw strikes right to the
glove,” Friedman said.

Bedder retired the first 10 Raiders
he faced until Warren sliced a single
past first in the bottom of the fourth.
Yarem was patient at the plate and
allowed Warren to do what he does
best — steal second. Once that hap-
pened, Yarem then slapped an RBI
single to right.

“The first three innings we weren’t
getting good contact. Their pitcher
was doing well. When I was up, I said
let’s try to break this open and try to
get the lead. I knew once we got one

we weren’t going to fold. We would
have the game in the bag. I was lucky
enough to get the hit and Yarem knock
me in. Once that happened, momen-
tum was on our side,” Warren said.

“Pete, his job is to get on base right
away and start that rally in the fourth
inning. I knew once he got on first, I
wanted coach to send him right away.
There was no shot that their catcher
was going to throw him out. Pete is
one of the fastest players on our team.
I took the first pitch. Let him get on
second base,” said Yarem, who added,
“The way they were playing their
defense today, they left a huge gap in
between first and second and between
right and centerfield, so I was just
trying to drive the ball to the opposite
field because I knew no matter what,
he was going to score with his speed.
I was just trying to do my job in that
situation, not try to pull the ball, not
try to hit a home run. Just try to slap it
the other way and get the run home.”

As a matter of fact, Yarem worked
an 0-2 count to a full count before
slapping his first RBI single.

“Their pitcher was working very
well. He was coming very downhill,
which we haven’t seen a lot this year.
A lot of guys don’t usually throw on
top of the ball like he was. He was
hitting the corners well but I was
trying to see the ball on the outer half.
Coach Luccarelli was telling me

‘middle away, hit to opposite field’
and I was trying to do what he was
telling me,” Yarem explained.

The Raider fifth inning began with
Colin McAlindin slashing a double to
right-center. Mike Dieu poked a soft
single to shallow center and Spencer
Vaughn loaded the bases with a single
to left. Jon Ramos plopped an RBI
single over first. With two outs, Warren
hacked a two-run single to left then
stole his second base. Yarem singled
again to right as Warren scored the fifth
run of the inning. Yarem stole second.

Bedder, who yielded eight hits,
struck out four and walked no one,
was relieved by Tom Jankowski, who
hit the first batter, Matt Fox, on the
arm then ended the inning with a pop
out to short.

“I love hitting in front of this guy
[Yarem]. He’s a great teammate all
around. We have been playing to-
gether like 10 years now. Having him
behind me, I think any time I get on
base I am going to score. With him
and Fox behind me, I know they are
going to hit the ball and knock me in,”
Warren said.

“I thought we did a really good job
of timely hitting when we needed it.
In the first three innings we were a
little flat but once we got it going, we
were going,” Yarem said
New Providence 000 000 0 0
Sc Pl-Fanwood 000 150 x 6

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SWIPING SECOND BSAE...Blue Devil Julia Romano steals second as Cougar shortstop Liz Casazza scoops the throw from
catcher Sarah Gluck in the third inning at Adams Field in Cranford.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CATCHING A STRAY PIONEER...Raider shortstop Peter Warren, left, puts the tag on Pioneer Joe Nave, who strayed a
bit too far in the fifth inning in Scotch Plains on May 11. Raider second baseman Sam Schetelich, No. 34, participates.
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WESTFIELD
Wednesday, May 3, subsequent to

a Detective Bureau investigation,
Tyler Rocha, 19, of Westfield was
arrested on charges of theft by de-
ception, possession and use of a sto-
len credit card. He was released on a
summons pending a court appear-
ance.

Wednesday, May 3, Debra
Simmons, 30, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for contempt of court on traffic
warrants out of Summit, for $322,
and Woodbridge, for $100, pursuant
to a motor vehicle stop at East South
and Windsor Avenues. She was re-
leased on her own recognizance by
both jurisdictions with a court date.

Thursday, May 4, Jose M. Cruz,
33, of Jersey City was arrested on an
outstanding traffic warrant from
Fanwood, for $50, and an outstand-
ing criminal warrant from Watchung,
for $500. Cruz had appeared for court
in Westfield, at which time officers
placed him under arrest on the war-
rants. He was processed and released
after posting the full cash bail.

Thursday, May 4, Rhonda L. Bos-
ton, 31, of Newark was arrested on
an outstanding traffic warrant from
North Arlington, for $278, subse-
quent to a traffic stop at East Broad
Street and Central Avenue. She was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released after posting
the full cash bail.

Thursday, May 4, Mary Kiernan,
38, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
outstanding traffic warrant from
Westfield for $123 after being picked
up at the Roselle Police Department.
She was processed and, unable to
post bail, was transported to the Union
County jail.

Thursday, May 4, Mohamed N.
Amin, 19, of Parlin was arrested and
charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana sub-
sequent to a motor vehicle stop at
West Broad Street and Osborn Av-
enue. Amin was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
on a summons.

Friday, May 5, Westfield police
officers responded to the 100 block
of Elm Street to investigate the loca-
tion of a possible missing 17-year-
old male. Upon their arrival in the
area they located an individual match-
ing the description of the juvenile
reported missing. Officers were
speaking with him when he became
verbally confrontational and ran off.
A foot pursuit ensued and officers
caught up to the individual, at which
time he became physically combat-
ive. A physical altercation ensued
during which three officers sustained

injury while placing the juvenile un-
der arrest. Subsequent to the arrest it
was confirmed that the juvenile had
been reported missing and also had
an outstanding shelter warrant. The
juvenile was transported to police
headquarters, processed, charged with
three counts of aggravated assault
and committed to the Union County
Juvenile Detention Facility pending a
court date.

Saturday, May 6, a business on the
200 block of West South Avenue re-
ported a shoplifting incident that oc-
curred between 1:10 and 1:30 p.m.
The suspect stole approximately
$59.96 worth of baby formula and
left the store. The suspect was de-
scribed as a black male in his 20s,
wearing a blue hooded sweatshirt,
black sweatpants and white sneakers.
A check of the area by responding
units yielded negative results.

Monday, May 8, a victim on the
500 block of Saint Marks Avenue
filed a report with regards to a pos-
sible theft, stating that an unknown
suspect took a necklace with an esti-
mated value of $5,000.

Tuesday, May 9, Hadiyah Barnes,
19, of Westfield was arrested on
charges of possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia pur-
suant to a motor vehicle stop in the
area of Elm Street and Sinclair Place.
Barnes was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
on a summons.

Tuesday, May 9, Abbey Kiggundu,
26, of South Plainfield was arrested
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop in the area of West Grove Street
and Westfield Avenue. Kiggundu was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released on a sum-
mons.

Tuesday, May 9, George A.
Garavito, 25, of Piscataway was ar-
rested on a traffic warrant from
Westfield for $500 pursuant to a
pickup at the Roselle Park Police
Department. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, where
it was revealed that he had a traffic
warrant from Edison, for $500; a
criminal warrant from Watchung, for
$500; a criminal warrant from
Somerville, for $500; a criminal war-
rant from Upper Saddle River, for
$250, and a traffic warrant from Up-
per Saddle River, also for $250. The

total bail amount for the warrants was
$2,500. Garavito was held at
Westfield police headquarters in lieu
of posted bail.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Wednesday, May 3, Gregory

Bayard, 56, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant out
of the Morris County Prosecutor’s
Office during a motor vehicle stop.
He was transported to police head-
quarters and processed.

Wednesday, May 3, Oluwaremi A.
Awogboro, 35, of New Brunswick
was arrested on an outstanding war-
rant out of Branchburg during a field
investigation. He was transported to
police headquarters and processed.

Thursday, May 4, Blake Walters,
19, of Summit was arrested and
charged with possession of marijuana
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop. He
was transported to police headquar-
ters and processed.

Thursday, May 4, a resident of the
500 block of Park Avenue reported
being the victim of fraud. The victim
reported being contacted by an un-
known individual who requested per-
sonal bank information. The victim
complied and several thousand dol-
lars was withdrawn from the victim’s
account. The incident currently is
under investigation.

Saturday, May 6, a business lo-
cated on the 600 block of Jerusalem
Road reported the theft of heavy con-
struction equipment. The theft oc-
curred in the early morning hours.
The incident currently is under inves-
tigation.

Saturday, May 6, a resident of the
2100 block of West Broad Street re-
ported an incident of fraud. The
victim’s bank account was accessed
with a fraudulent Western Union trans-
action and several hundred dollars
was withdrawn. The incident currently
is under investigation.

Sunday, May 7, a resident of the
500 block of Victor Street reported
that his motor vehicle had been en-
tered overnight and several items were
stolen. The incident currently is un-
der investigation.

Sunday, May 7, police received a
report that someone had attempted to
open several credit cards in the name
of a resident of the 500 block of
Willow Avenue. The attempts were
unsuccessful. The incident currently
is under investigation.

Sunday, May 7, police received a
report concerning the theft of a front
license plate from a motor vehicle
belonging to a resident of Morristown.
The vehicle was parked overnight on
the 300 block of Park Avenue. The
plate has since been entered as stolen.

CRANFORD
Thursday, May 4, Michael Perkins,

33, of Kenilworth was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after police responded
to the area of Hillcrest Avenue and
New Street for a reported motor ve-
hicle accident. Following an investi-
gation at the scene, police determined
that Perkins, the driver of a 1991
Ford, was DWI and struck multiple
parked vehicles. Perkins was arrested,
processed and released to a family
member pending a Municipal Court
appearance. He was issued motor
vehicle summonses for DWI, care-
less driving and failure to exhibit
documents.

Saturday, May 6, Janet Cruz-
Santos, 37, of East Brunswick was
arrested and charged with DWI after
a 2004 Acura was stopped at the
intersection of Centennial Avenue and
the Garden State Parkway 136 North-
bound ramp for a turning violation.
Following an investigation at the
scene, police determined that Cruz-
Santos was DWI. She was arrested,
processed and released to a friend
pending a Municipal Court appear-
ance. Cruz-Santos was issued motor
vehicle summonses for DWI, pos-
sessing an open container of alcohol
in a motor vehicle, failure to turn and
careless driving.

Sunday, May 7, Kevin Artis, Jr., 22,
of Edison was arrested on charges of
possession of marijuana with the in-
tent to distribute, possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance (CDS),
identified as heroin, possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of parapherna-
lia after a 1998 Oldsmobile was
stopped at the intersection of Raritan
Road and Centennial Avenue for a
lane violation. Following an investi-
gation at the scene, police located a
quantity of marijuana and heroin in-
side the vehicle. The driver, Artis,
was arrested, processed and released
pending a Superior Court appearance.
Artis was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for failing to maintain lane,
failure to use a turn signal, driving
with a suspended license and pos-
sessing a CDS in a motor vehicle.

Sunday, May 7, Salvatore
Tortorello, 28, of Garwood was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of synthetic cannabinoids, possession
of a CDS (cocaine) and contempt of
court after police responded to the
area of Orchard Street and Estelle
Place on a report of a suspicious
person. While checking the area, po-
lice observed an individual,
Tortorello, matching the description.
A further investigation revealed that
Tortorello had an active warrant out
of Howell Municipal Court. While
taking Tortorello into custody police
located synthetic marijuana and a pipe
containing cocaine residue directly
in the vicinity of where Tortorello
was standing. Tortorello was arrested,
processed and issued a Superior Court
appearance.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will hold a public
hearing on June 1, 2017 at 7:30 pm,
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the appli-
cation for a Temporary Operating Permit
for the Jewish Community Center of Cen-
tral New Jersey (JCC), 1391 Martine Av-
enue, Block 10401, Lot 1.0101, to allow
the continued use of five (5) tents during
the summer day camp program at this
location. The Applicant is also requesting
approval of two (2) additional 20 feet x 30
feet tents to provide shade for arriving
campers and during mealtimes and 2 ad-
ditional 12 feet x 12 feet tents to provide
shade to program areas (previously un-
shaded). Permission for a period of three
(3) years, if granted, is pursuant to Sec-
tion 23-4.3 allowing for temporary permis-
sion.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 5/18/17, The Times Fee: $28.05

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that New Jersey Ameri-
can Water Company has made an applica-
tion to the Scotch Plains Township Zoning
Board of Adjustment in connection with
certain site improvements on property lo-
cated at 131 Glenside Avenue and desig-
nated as Block 5301, Lot 6 on the tax map,
which, per §23-5.2 of the Scotch Plains
zoning ordinances, requires conditional
use variance approval, as well as bulk
variance approval for relief from minimum
lot size area and width, minimum front,
side and rear yard setbacks, maximum
building coverage and lot coverage, and
parking requirements. Applicant is pro-
posing to demolish the existing building
on-site and construct an approximately
564 s.f. one-story building which will house
a booster pumping station, together with
landscaping and other site improvements.
Applicant requests any other variances
and/or waivers as may be deemed re-
quired by the Zoning Board and the Board
professionals. The application is sched-
uled for a hearing on June 1, 2017 at 7:30
P.M. in the Municipal Building, Council
Chambers, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, at which time you may
appear either in person, or by agent or
attorney, and present any objections which
you may have to the granting or the relief
sought in the application. All documents
relating to this application are on file in the
office of the Secretary of the Zoning Board
of Adjustment and may be inspected daily
during regular business hours (8:30 am to
4:30 pm, except legal holidays), Monday
through Friday.

DILWORTH PAXSON LLP
By:  Frank V. Tedesco, Esquire

LibertyView – Suite 700
457 Haddonfield Road

Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
(856) 675-1900

1 T - 5/18/17, The Times Fee: $39.78

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-06

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF CRANFORD, CHAP-
TER 136 LAND DEVELOP-
MENT, ARTICLE IX, SECTION
72 TO IDENTIFY THE ADMIN-
ISTRATIVE AGENT FOR THE
TOWNSHIP’S REHABILITA-
TION PROGRAM.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Township Committee of the Town-
ship of Cranford, in the County of Union,
State of New Jersey, as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 136-72, is hereby
amended as follows:

§ 136-72. Rehabilitation program.
A. Cranford’s rehabilitation program shall

be designed to renovate deficient housing
units occupied by low- and moderate-in-
come households such that, after rehabili-
tation, these units will comply with the New
Jersey State Housing Code pursuant to
N.J.A.C. 5:28.

B. Cranford hereby designates Com-
munity Grants, Planning & Housing,
LLC as the administrative agent for its
entire rehabilitation program.

SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed to the extent of such
inconsistency.

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall be-
come effective upon final passage and
publication according to law.

NOTICE OF PENDING ORDINANCE

The foregoing ordinance was introduced
and approved on first reading at a meeting
of the Township Committee of the Town-
ship of Cranford, New Jersey on Tuesday,
May 9, 2017 and will be further considered
for final passage after public hearing to be
held at the Municipal Building, 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey on
Tuesday, June 13, 2017 at 8:00 PM or as
soon thereafter as this matter can be
reached. All persons interested will be
given the opportunity to be heard concern-
ing such ordinance.

Tara Rowley
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 5/18/17, The Leader Fee: $46.92

Letters to the Editor
Governor, You Have Darkened The

Future Of Our State And Our People
I would like to pay tribute and

thanks to Senator Ray Lesniak, Demo-
crat-Union, Christopher “Kip”
Bateman, Republican-Somerset, and
Michael Doherty, Republican-War-
ren County. These elected officials
put principles before party. These of-
ficials are what is right in Trenton.
The following is an open letter that
was sent to Governor Christie in strong
protest of his 300-million-dollar reno-
vation of the State House.

Open Letter to Governor Christie
and New Jersey State Legislators:

Governor Christie, you have the
unmitigated gall and the audacity to
trumpet in a 300-million-dollar reno-
vation of the State House due to its
deplorable conditions. Did these con-
ditions not exist in the first seven
years of your administration? So what
are you telling me, one day you looked
up at the ceiling and said hey, we have
to fix this?

Is this why you pushed for a 23-
cent tax hike, to build an obelisk, a
marker of your occupation? Shame
on you and same on the State House
if any of you support this larceny.

For your last seven years you have
built a résumé of deplorable and bully-
ing actions. It’s a funny thing, when
you first ran for governor, I was your
supporter. You spoke at the State House
on your taking the governorship about
transparency and holding officials ac-
countable for their actions. You spoke
of the budget being handled and bring-
ing pride back to this state. You have
done nothing but the opposite. You
speak of the State House crumbling,
but our highways, bridges and tunnels
have been crumbling under the feet
and wheels of New Jerseyans.

The following is the Corrosive,
Caustic résumé of Governor Christie:

Governor Christie you are divisive
and crippling to our state’s education
process. In my Borough of
Kenilworth, at a town hall meeting,
you, Governor Christie, attempted to
belittle and chastise a teacher who
questioned the reasoning for you ac-

cepting such a low compensation from
Exxon. This teacher stood her ground.

Governor Christie you are the worst
disaster to hit New Jersey. You did
more damage to New Jersey than
General William Tecumseh
Sherman’s march to the sea. From the
beginning, Governor, you polarized
the State House and its elected offi-
cials. You trashed unions and their
members.

Governor Christie, you disre-
spected our military veterans; you
attacked police and fire pensions. The
brave men and women of the police
and fire departments had put their life
on the line every day of their career.
They paid into their pensions; now
you, the Governor, has cut and put
restrictions and other caveats into
collecting their retirement benefits.

You, Governor, bullied New Jer-
sey taxpayers. At town hall meetings
using storm troop tactics by surround-
ing yourself with state troopers, you
would attack citizens verbally using
your infamous rant, shut up, sit down
or get out.

You, Governor Christie, would
wreak havoc on all of those who op-
pose you, such as Bridgegate, caring
little for the collateral damage that
you created. This is just one of the
many acts of revenge on politicians
who dared to say no.

Governor, your inability to com-
municate without using threats or
name calling speaks volumes of your
intellect. Your fiscal policies have
plunged this state deeper in debt.

Governor, your mouth watered for a
taste of the Presidency and you forgot
about governing this state, caring not
of the damage you left behind by
thoughtless and reckless use of the
office of Governor. You have dark-
ened the future of our state and our
people.

In closing, Governor, quietly leave
your office.

Walter Sosnosky
Kenilworth

The Level Of Vitriol Is Harsh
But Reasons Are Overlooked

I think Stephen Schoeman’s letter
concerning the lack of respect shown
to President Trump published in last
week’s edition deserves a response.
He has a point, of course; the level of
vitriol and contempt we see directed at
him does seem especially harsh, but I
think he may be overlooking some of
the reasons for this.

I think there is general agreement
that our popular culture has coars-
ened over the years, so it’s only logi-
cal to assume that what passes for
humor or satire will reflect those

changes. Coupled with increasingly
bitter partisanship and distrust in the
current political environment, and
what we see emerging in our social
and cultural discourse, gives pause to
many thoughtful people, regardless
of their political views.

Frankly, I doubt there is much any-
one can do to alter this trajectory,
other than to personally choose how
you conduct yourself and communi-
cate with others. Ultimately, as for
how all of this finally devolves to the
lack of respect shown to President
Trump, to me begs the question to
Mr. Schoeman: what else do you
expect?

To many, Donald Trump personi-
fies this coarsened popular culture;
he “tells it like it is,” he’s not “politi-
cally correct,” indeed for his most
ardent supporters this refusal to con-
duct himself in the ways we have
come to expect our presidents to con-
duct themselves is his most attractive
feature. But for many others it is all
too easy to separate the unfiltered
egoism of the man from the majesty
of his office, and to mock him accord-
ingly. It would seem that if you choose
not to respect others you really haven’t
much to complain about if they choose
not to respect you.

Thomas Whipple
Westfield

Couple Sentenced for Fatal
Beating of Young Daughter

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-046358-13
FILE NO. 23048-16

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
ARLENE J. BEDNAR, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; JOHN BEDNAR, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Amended Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which MELISSA R. WHITEHEAD
is the plaintiff and ARLENE J. BEDNAR,
HER HEIRS, ET ALS; are defendants,
pending in the Superior Court of New Jer-
sey, Chancery Division, UNION County
and bearing Docket No. F-046358-13 within
thirty-five (35) days after May 18, 2017
exclusive of such date. If you fail to answer
or appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6,
Judgment by Default may be rendered
against you for relief demanded in the
Amended Complaint. You shall file your
Answer and Proof of Service in duplicate
with the Clerk of the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex - CN
971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in accor-
dance with the Rules of Civil Practice and
Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificates:

1. A certain tax certificate 11-015, sold
on 5/27/2011, dated 5/31/2011, and was
recorded on 6/10/2011 in Book 13126 at
Page 784, made by JOSEPH P. SKELLY,
Collector of Taxes of ROSELLE, and State
of New Jersey to MELISSA R. WHITE-
HEAD and subsequently assigned to plain-
tiff, MELISSA R. WHITEHEAD. This cov-
ers real estate located in ROSELLE, County
of UNION, and State of New Jersey, known
as LOT 6 C-6 BLOCK 1603 as shown on
the Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map
duplicate of ROSELLE and concerns pre-
mises commonly known as 232 EAST 1ST
AVENUE APT 6, ROSELLE, New Jersey.

2.  A certain tax certificate 11-014, sold
on 5/27/2011, dated 5/31/2011, and was
recorded on 6/10/2011 in Book 13126 at
Page 786, made by JOSEPH P. SKELLY,
Collector of Taxes of ROSELLE BORO,
and State of New Jersey to MELISSA R.
WHITEHEAD and subsequently assigned
to plaintiff, MELISSA R. WHITEHEAD. This
covers real estate located in ROSELLE
BORO, County of UNION, and State of
New Jersey, known as LOT 6 C-5 BLOCK
1603 as shown on the Tax Assessment
Map and Tax Map duplicate of ROSELLE
BORO. and concerns premises commonly
known as 232 EAST 1ST AVENUE APT 5,
ROSELLE BORO, New Jersey.

 YOU, ARLENE J. BEDNAR, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS
IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST and
JOHN BEDNAR, HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES
AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST, are made party defendant to
the above foreclosure action because you
are the owner of a property which is the
subject of the above entitled action.
DATED:  May 12, 2017

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 5/18/17, The Leader Fee: $90.78

PUBLIC NOTICE

ELIZABETH — An Elizabeth man
and woman who beat their 2-year-old
daughter to death a little more than
three years ago were sentenced last
Friday to a combined total of 53 years
in state prison for the crime following
a month-long trial held in March.

Jorge Orozco, 33, was sentenced to
37 years after being convicted of
charges of first-degree aggravated
manslaughter and second-degree en-
dangering the welfare of a child, while
Raquel Ramirez, 33, was sentenced
to 16 years after being convicted of
second-degree reckless manslaugh-
ter and second-degree endangering.

Orozco must serve more than 28
years of his sentence, and Ramirez
must serve more than 12 years of

hers, before either becomes eligible
for parole under terms set down Fri-
day by state Superior Court Judge
John Deitch.

Shortly before 8 p.m. on February
2, 2014, first responders rushed to an
apartment on the 200 block of
Westfield Avenue in Elizabeth to find
2-year-old Dayanna Orozco unre-
sponsive, according to Union County
Assistant Prosecutor Albert Cernadas,
Jr., who prosecuted the case. The
toddler was pronounced dead at the
scene.

An intensive investigation led by
the Union County Homicide Task
Force and Elizabeth Police Depart-
ment determined the victim had suf-
fered broken bones and severe inter-
nal injuries as a result of repeated
physical assaults by Jorge Orozco
and Ramirez, Mr. Cernadas said. By
the time a relative called 911 the child
had been dead for several hours.

Following a month-long trial that
took place in March 2017, they were
convicted following one day of jury
deliberation.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
June 1, 2017 at 7:30 pm, Municipal Build-
ing, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor Council
Chambers to hear the Site Plan/Condi-
tional Use Variance application of New
Jersey American Water, 131 Glenside
Avenue, Block 5301, Lot 6, located in the
R-2 Zone who proposes to demolish the
existing building and construct a one-story
booster pump station building contrary to
the following zoning ordinances:

Section 23-5.2(a) (1), (2), (3), (4), R-2
Residential Zone - Permitted Condi-
tional Uses:

(1) Use Variance required for public
utility uses; only permitted if proof is fur-
nished that the proposed installation in the
specific location is necessary for the effi-
ciency of the public utility system and that
the satisfactory and convenient provisions
of service to the neighborhood or area in
which the facility is to be located.

(2) Required: The design of any build-
ing or structure required for such use con-
forms to the general character of the area
in which it is located. Proposed:  Approx.
564 square feet one-story building which
will house a booster pumping station.

(3) Required: Adequate landscaping
and fencing will be provided, maintained
and replaced as required. Proposed:
Landscaping, fencing and other site im-
provements.

(4) Required: The lot on which located
is sufficient in size to adequately accom-
modate the proposed facility together with
any parking space required to serve the
facility without any of the structural por-
tions of the use or parking facilities being
closer than 25 feet to adjacent properties.
Proposed: No parking spaces proposed
by plan; new asphalt driveway (a portion of
which is less than 25 feet from adjacent
property).

The Applicant is also seeking bulk vari-
ance approval for relief from minimum lot
size area and width, minimum front, side
and rear yard setbacks, maximum building
coverage and lot coverage.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 5/18/17, The Times Fee: $55.59

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing
June 1, 2017, at 7:30 pm., Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor
Council Chambers to hear the application
of Lenin A. Paredes, 15 Allenby Lane,
Block 14901, Lot 29, R-1 Zone, who pro-
poses to construct a new pool house on
the aforementioned property, contrary to
the following Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-3.5 (b) (2) R-1 Residence
Zone, Permitted Secondary Uses,
Single Family Dwelling: Required: Cus-
tomary residential storage buildings not in
excess of 200 square feet of building area.
Proposed: 378 square feet pool house by
plan.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 5/18/17, The Times Fee: $29.58

Man Convicted In Homicide
Over A Game of Dice

COUNTY — A Union County jury
has returned guilty verdicts against a
Plainfield man charged with fatally
shooting an acquaintance over a game
of dice, acting Union County Pros-
ecutor Grace Park has announced.

Johnathan Sylvester, who was 28 at
the time of the killing of 24-year-old
Rashawn Bryant, was convicted on
charges of murder, unlawful posses-
sion of a weapon, and possession of a
weapon for an unlawful purpose.

At approximately 5:15 p.m. on Fri-
day, August 22, 2014, Bryant and
several friends were rolling dice in
front of a home on the 300 block of
Evona Avenue in Plainfield, accord-
ing to Union County Assistant Pros-
ecutor Melissa Spagnoli, who pros-

ecuted the case. Following an argu-
ment, Sylvester allegedly entered his
home, then returned a short while
later, produced a handgun, and fired
several shots at Bryant, Ms. Spagnoli
said.

Bryant was struck by gunfire and
was transported via medical helicop-
ter to Robert Wood Johnson Univer-
sity Hospital in New Brunswick,
where he was pronounced dead early
the next day. An investigation involv-
ing the Prosecutor’s Office’s Homi-
cide Task Force, Plainfield Police
Division, Union County Sheriff’s
Office Crime Scene Unit, and Union
County Police Department Ballistics
Unit quickly resulted in Sylvester
being identified as a suspect in the
case, and he was arrested several days
later and lodged in Union County jail
on $1 million bail.

Sylvester was indicted in January
2015, and following a six-week trial
before state Superior Court Judge
Frederic McDaniel, the jury deliber-
ated for portions of three days before
delivering its verdict last Thursday.

Sylvester had six prior indictable
convictions on a range of offenses
prior to Bryant’s death. Sentencing in
the case has been scheduled for Fri-
day, June 23, 2017, before Judge
McDaniel, at which time Sylvester
will face a term of up to life in state
prison.
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357 South Ave East 

Westfield, NJ 07090 

908-233-6030 

westfieldanimal.com 

Where Your Pet Vacations! 

1 FREE Night of  

Boarding with  

a Week Stay* 
*One coupon per  client.  

Cannot be combined  with 

any other offer.   

Expires 8/31/2017 

1st Night FREE   

for New Visitors* 
*A 2 night minimum stay is  

required. One coupon per  

client.  Cannot be combined  

with any other offer.   

New visitors only.   

Expires 8/31/2017 

Board 1 Pet  

& Receive 10% off  

an Add’l Boarder*  
*One coupon per client. Cannot  

be combined with any other offer.  

Both pets must board during  

same stay. Expires 8/31/2017 

Daily Rates: 
$29/day for Dogs 

$23/day for Cats  

$18/day for Exotics 

 Summer Boarding Specials! 

It’s Rescue Squad Month, and the
Scotch Plains Rescue Squad is proud
to say that after 80 years, we are still
serving the residents of Scotch Plains
with an all-volunteer membership.
Over the years, many rescue squads
have either closed down or have been
taken over by a paid service. But thanks
to the generous contributions of our
community, we continue to carry on
the same as we have since 1937.

Even though our members aren’t
paid salaries, it takes quite a bit of
money to support the high level of
service that we provide year after
year. Monetary donations not only
allow us to pay for necessities like
bandages, oxygen tanks and
defibrillators, but they also mean we
can regularly update and buy the lat-
est and most reliable equipment and
ambulances. This year, we are pur-
chasing a new ambulance as well as
the newly mandated communication
devices. Just these two things will
total over $225,000. Thankfully,
through our annual fund drive, we
have had the finances to cover these
large expenses.

Besides big ticket items, we also
have many other everyday expenses
such as maintenance of our building
and the cost of utilities. There are also
insurance premiums, uniforms, gaso-
line for the ambulances and fire rehab
vehicle, and many other expenses that
arise throughout the year.

We hope to continue to provide the
best service, even though we have
received many fewer donations and
much less money over the last few
years. Therefore, when you receive
our fund-raising letter, please con-
sider giving whatever you can to this
worthwhile organization.

Besides our monetary needs, we
must also have volunteers to staff our
ambulances to ensure we can respond
in a timely manner. The rescue squad
provides all necessary training and
uniforms, so there is no cost to the
member. Besides answering over
1,300 calls a year, we also stand by at
many special events held in town,
such as Scotch Plains Day, the Me-
morial Day Parade, high school foot-
ball games, and the summer concerts
on the Village Green. In addition, we
provide demonstrations for Boy Scout
and Girl Scout troops, clubs, and any
other group that may be interested in
what we do.

Becoming an Emergency Medi-
cal Technician not only benefits our
town, but these skills can be used
wherever you are in a multitude of
emergency situations. Instead of just

being a bystander calling 911, you
can actually save someone’s life.
There’s no better feeling than that.

Please feel free to contact us re-
garding donating or volunteering at
scotchplainsrescuesquad@gmail.com
or (908) 322-2103 for non-emer-
gencies.

* * *
Contributing Author: Susan

Baldani, a life member of the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad.

CLASSIFIEDS
CRANFORD MOVING SALE

50 Mendell Avenue
Fri.5/19 & Sat.5/20

10am to 3pm
Furniture, China, Glass, Mirrors,
Ladies Clothes, Books, Christmas,
Dolls, Garden & House Tools,
Freezer, Mini Fridge & More.

For info: DovetailsUSA.com

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $60.

Call (908) 654-6091

PAINTING SERVICES

NJ Rio Construction
Painting/Power Washing
Residential/Commercial

Interior/Exterior
The lowest price and the best

quality service!
No job is too small or big!

Free Estimates!
(201) 214-7707

EXPERT  MATH  TUTOR

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521

Fanwood Presby. Reveals
Summer Programs, Hours

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church has announced its
Summer programs and hours.

A single service of worship, at 9:30
a.m., will start this Sunday, May 21,
and continue until September 10. The
service of worship will be in the church
sanctuary until June 18, when it will
be transferred to the Chapel/Dining
Room while renovations for handi-
cap accessibility are conducted in the
main building.

On Sunday, June 4, the church will
have a potluck picnic on the
McDermott side of the church build-
ings. The festivities will include sing-
ing of patriotic songs and games for
the children. All are welcome to at-
tend, but interested persons are asked
to call the church office at (908) 889-
8891 so the church knows how many
to plan for.

Fanwood Presbyterian congregants
will honor and pray for graduates on
June 18. All are welcome.

The church will hold its Vacation
Bible School Monday through Friday,
July 17 to 21, from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
each day. The theme will be “Maker
Fun Factory,” in which participants will
discover that they are lovingly crafted
by God. This program is for children 4
years old to those entering grade 6.

There also is a special program for
those entering grade 6 called “Mission
Possible,” a week of fun, fellowship
and service. Attendees will travel off
campus a few days during the week to
participate in local mission work. The
registration deadline is Friday, June
30, and registration is first-come, first-
served until capacity is reached. The
registration form may be picked up
mornings at the church office.

All are welcome to these services
and programs. The Fanwood Presby-
terian Church is located at 74 S. Martine
Avenue, Fanwood. For more informa-
tion or directions to the church, call the
church office at (908) 889-8891, e-
mail admin@fanwoodpc.org or visit
the website fanwoodpc.org.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held May 16, 2017,
and that the said Council will further con-
sider the same for final passage on the 6th
day of June, 2017 at 8:00 p.m., or as soon
thereafter as said matter can be reached,
in the Council Chambers, Municipal Build-
ing, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey, at which time and place any per-
son who may be interested therein will be
given an opportunity to be heard concern-
ing said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2083

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield in the County of
Union as follows:

SECTION I.
1. Section 13-21.5 – “Handicapped

parking space – On street.” of the Town
Code shall be amended by adding the
following:

425 Summit Avenue, easterly side, be-
ginning at a point 175 feet northwesterly
from the intersection of the northerly curb
line of Temple Place as extended with the
easterly curb line of Summit Avenue as
extended and from such beginning point
extending to a point 25 feet northwesterly
thereof.

415 Cumberland Street, southerly side,
beginning at a point 40 feet northeasterly
from the intersection of the easterly curb
line of Osborne Avenue as extended with
the southerly curb line of Cumberland
Street as extended and from such begin-
ning point extending to a point 25 feet
northeasterly thereof.

SECTION II. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with
any part of the terms of this ordinance are
hereby repealed to the extent that they are
in such conflict or inconsistent.

SECTION III. In the event any section,
part or provision of this ordinance shall be
held unconstitutional or invalid by any court,
such holding shall not affect the validity of
this ordinance as a whole, or any part
thereof other than the part so held uncon-
stitutional or invalid.

SECTION IV. This ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication, as
soon as, and in the manner permitted by
law.
1 T - 5/18/17, The Leader Fee: $53.55

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that on the 8th day of
May, 2017, the Zoning Board of the Town-
ship of Cranford, in the County of Union
took the following actions:

1. APPLICATION #ZBA-17-002:
Granted approval with conditions to Daryl
and Brielle Boffard, Applicant, for prelimi-
nary and final site plan approval to permit
construction of a three-story mixed-use
development of residential apartments and
restaurant with the following variances:
less than  the minimum allowable front
yard setbacks; to exceed the maximum
allowable impervious surface; less than
the minimum required on-site parking
spaces provided; less than the minimum
required parking spaces required for res-
taurant use; and no loading or unloading
zone provided on Block 478, Lots 10, 11,
12 & 13 as designated on the Township
Tax Map, also known as 109, 111, 113 &
115 Walnut Avenue, in the D-B  Zone.

Jeffrey Pistol
Board Secretary

1 T - 5/18/17, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

An ordinance was introduced by the
Town Council of the Town of Westfield on
May 16, 2017. Copies of this ordinance
can be obtained without cost in the Town
Clerk’s Office at the Westfield Town Hall,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey during normal business hours.

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2082

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF
THE LAND USE ORDINANCE
OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD

Summary: An ordinance amending cer-
tain provisions of the Land Use Ordinance
of the Town of Westfield to amend the
definition of retail services; provide certain
additional exemptions form the require-
ment to obtain site plan  approval; modify
the list of permitted uses in the Central
Business district; modify the storefront
façade regulations; permit the use of base-
ment floors in non-residential buildings
under certain conditions; modify the list of
height exemptions; and modify certain of
the requirements for permitted signs.

This ordinance is scheduled for adop-
tion on June 6, 2017 at 8:00 p.m. or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 5/18/17, The Leader Fee: $34.68
PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

CHANGE OF CORPORATE STRUCTURE

TAKE NOTICE that Sheelen’s Crossing,
LLC located at 200 South Avenue,
Fanwood New Jersey 07023 intends to
change its corporate structure, resulting in
Frank Pascale, of 1054 Oakland Avenue,
Plainfield, New Jersey acquiring a greater
than 1% interest in Sheelen’s Crossing,
LLC and its assets, including a greater
than 1% interest in Alcoholic Beverages
License #2005-33-004-11 sited at said
premises.

Sheelen’s Crossing, LLC
200 South Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 5/18/17, The Times Fee: $17.34

Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
Needs Donations, Volunteers

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

BOARD OF EDUCATION

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Regu-
lar Mountainside Board of Education Meet-
ing scheduled for Tuesday, June 27, 2017
at 7:00 p.m. at the Beechwood School
Susan O. Collier Media Center, 1497
Woodacres Drive, Mountainside, New Jer-
sey, 07092, will include a discussion and
possible action regarding the
Superintendent’s contract pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 18A:11-11.

Members of the public are invited to
submit public comments. However, the
Board, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (b),
the Open Public Meetings Act, shall not
publicly discuss matters and shall not re-
spond to comments made by members of
the public.

Please be aware that the subject of this
hearing retains the right of privacy and
shall retain all rights regarding defamation
and slander according to the laws of New
Jersey. The Board shall not be held liable
for comments made by members of the
public.

Action may be taken.

1 T - 5/18/17, The Leader Fee: $24.99

OPEN HOUSE

SUN, 5/21, 1-4:00 PM
638 Scotch Plains Ave

Westfield
4 BR, 2.5 bath. Beautiful updated
Center Hall Colonial. Walk to all
schools, train, downtown.
$859,000.  FSBO, will work with
brokers. (908) 247-7580
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Use Boolean Logic

The Best Minds Do

Sales@goleader.com

(908) 232-4407

The Westfield Leader

In Print and On the Net

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
BOARD OF EDUCATION

BID ADVERTISEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
Westfield Public Schools will accept bids
for Gym Ceiling Replacement at
Westfield High School, 550 Dorian Road,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, together
with all work incidental thereto, in accor-
dance with the requirements of the draw-
ings and specifications prepared by Fraytak
Veisz Hopkins Duthie, P.C. (FVHD) Archi-
tects-Planners, www.fvhdpc.com, FVHD
Project No. 4972.

Bids will be received as follows: Single
Overall Contract (C008 or C009 with C047)

Sealed Bids are due by June 6, 2017,
11:30 AM (prevailing time) to the Westfield
Board of Education, attention of Ms. Dana
Sullivan, Business Administrator, Room
101, 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New Jer-
sey 07090, and will be publicly opened
and read immediately thereafter. Any Bid
received after that time shall be rejected.

Bid Documents for the proposed Work
are on file at the office of the Architect,
FVHD, 1515 Lower Ferry Road, Trenton,
New Jersey 08618, and may be inspected
by prospective bidders during regular busi-
ness hours. Any bidder should contact the
Architect’s office at (609) 883-7101 to con-
firm availability of documents. The Bid
Documents may be obtained from the Ar-
chitect upon deposit of $100 (One Hun-
dred Dollars) for each set, made payable
to Fraytak Veisz Hopkins Duthie. If bidder
requests documents to be shipped, they
must provide their direct shipping account
number to the Architect and a separate
non-refundable handling fee of $25 per
set payable in advance to Fraytak Veisz
Hopkins Duthie, P.C. Deposits will be re-
funded if the bid documents are returned in
whole in good condition, bound in proper
order, unmarked and returned within ten
(10) days after the opening of bids, by a
Bidder submitting a bona fide bid. All ques-
tions must be sent only via mail or
facsimile at (609) 883-2694 with the job
number referenced.

Bid Proposal shall be submitted in du-
plicate (one original and one copy) in a
sealed:  (1) addressed to the owner, (2)
bearing the name and address of the bid-
der written on the face of the envelope, and
(3) clearly marked “BID” with the contract
title and/or bid number on the outside of
the envelope and must be accompanied
by a Certified Check, Cashier’s Check or
Bid Bond drawn to the order of the Owner
for not less than ten percent (10%) of the
amount of the bid, but in no case in excess
of $20,000; and must be delivered to the
above place on or before the hour named.
The Board of Education and the Architect

assume no responsibility for bids mailed or
misdirected in delivery.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-2-33, the
bidder must be pre-qualified by the New
Jersey Division of Property Management
and Construction (DPMC) prior to the date
that bids are received if the cost of the work
exceeds $20,000. Any bid submitted un-
der the terms of New Jersey statutes not
including a copy of a valid and active Pre-
qualification/Classification Certificate will
be rejected as being non-responsible to
bid requirements.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18:18A-25, each
proposal shall be accompanied by a Con-
sent of Surety from a Surety Company
stating it will provide each bidder with a
separate Performance and Payment
Bonds, each in the amount of 100% of the
contract sum. Also, Surety agrees to fur-
nish Bidder with a Maintenance Bond in
required form. The Consent of Surety shall
be executed by an approved surety com-
pany authorized to do business in the
State of New Jersey and in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 2A-44-143, and 2A:44-144.

Pursuant to “The Public Works Contrac-
tor Registration Act” (P.L. 1999, c238),
Bidders and their subcontractors are re-
quired to be registered with the New Jer-
sey Department of Labor and to possess a
current certificate by said Department indi-
cating compliance with the Act prior to the
time and date that bids are received.

All contractors and subcontractors must
provide a Business Registration Certifi-
cate (BRC) per N.J.S.A. 52:32-44. The
BRC must be on file prior to the award of
the contract.

All Contractors and Subcontractors who
bid on the project must be registered pur-
suant to New Jersey State Prevailing Wage
Act, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.27 et seq.

All bidders must comply with the require-
ments Laws Against Discrimination
N.J.S.A. 10:5-1 et seq., Affirmative Action
Regulations, N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. (P.L.
1975, c.127), N.J.S.A. 17:27-1.1 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 6A:7-1.8. An Initial Project
Workforce Report will be required from the
successful bidder (Form AA-201).

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq. “Public School Con-
tracts Law.”

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
60 days after the date set for the opening
thereof. The right is reserved to reject any
or all bids or to waive informality in the
bidding if it is in the interest of the Owner to
do so.

BY ORDER OF THE WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION, UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.

Dana Sullivan,
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 5/18/17, The Leader Fee: $110.16

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-17-007
to be located in Zone: R4, on the premises
known as 191 North Lehigh Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016, Block No.
526, Lot No. 1, has been submitted by:
Nadia Vizueta of 191 North Lehigh Av-
enue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit:

We are requesting a c(2) variance to
increase lot coverage beyond the R-4 Zone
limits by installing a pool and cabana and
any additional relief that may be required
from the board.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on June 12 at 8:15
p.m. in Room 107 of the Cranford Town-
ship Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Av-
enue, Cranford, New Jersey. Any person
or persons affected by this application will
have an opportunity to present any objec-
tions to the proposed development. The
Board does, however, have the right to
exclude repetitious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Applicant:
Nadia Vizueta

191 North Lehigh Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

1 T - 5/18/17, The Leader Fee: $37.23

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will hold a public
hearing on June 1, 2017 at 7:30 pm,
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the appli-
cation of Samuel M. Manigault, 1156 Wash-
ington Avenue, Block 8801, Lot 9, R-3
Zone who proposes to construct a 16 feet
x 16 feet wood deck to attach to the rear of
the residence contrary to the following
section of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-3.4A, Para. G., R-3 Zone,
Single Family Zone - Schedule of Lot,
Yard and Building Regulations:

Column 10 Rear Yard Set-back (feet),
Minimum Required: 30 feet,  Proposed: 24
feet +/- by scale

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 5/18/17, The Times Fee: $29.58

Alex Bernstein to Discuss
Comedy Circuit Memoir

CRANFORD — Cranford resident
Alex Bernstein will talk about his
recently published memoir, “Plrknib,”
on Wednesday, May 31, at 7:30 p.m.,
at the Cranford Community Center.
The Community Center is located at
220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

In “Plrknib,” Mr. Bernstein takes
the “I’m with the band” vibe from
Almost Famous and flips it into “I’m
with the comics.” Mr. Bernstein, also
the author of “Miserable Holiday Sto-
ries,” brings his audience back to 1980

to tell a coming-of-age story set in the
breakneck world of stand-up comedy.

At 16, Mr. Bernstein became the
youngest regular at Cincinnati’s pre-
miere comedy club, d.w. eye. But as
the pressure to keep up with the older
comics grew, he looked for some-
thing — some edge — to help him
compete. He then found one: Plrknib,
the perfect joke. But using the joke
came with a terrible price.

Set against the bohemian, down-
town comedy boom of the early ’80s,
“Plrknib” is described as a breezy,
bittersweet memoir about love, friend-
ship and finding one’s own punch
lines. Mr. Bernstein will have copies
of “Plrknib” available for purchase
and for signing. Admission is free and
all are welcome.

The Cranford Public Library will
sponsor this program. To see a list of
upcoming programs sponsored by the
library and the Friends of the Cranford
Public Library, go to
cranfordlibrary.org and click on Up-
coming Events.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

TOWNSHIP COUNCIL
SPECIAL MEETING NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Township of Scotch Plains has
scheduled a SPECIAL MEETING for Mon-
day, May 22, 2017 at 6:45 P.M. The
purpose of the meeting is for:

Executive Session – Affordable Hous-
ing Element and Fair Share Plan.

Formal action may be taken at these
meetings.

The meeting will be held in the 2nd Floor
Council Meeting Room at the Township
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey. The Township
of Scotch Plains does not discriminate
against persons with disabilities. Those
individuals requiring auxiliary aids and
services must notify the ADA Coordinator
of the Township of Scotch Plains as soon
as possible in advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 5/18/17, The times Fee: $22.44

ARBOR OF LOVE...Union County Freeholder Chairman Bruce H. Bergen,
right, and Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, left, present resolutions to the sixth-
grade winners of the 2017 Union County Arbor Day Poetry Contest. Catherine
Dustin from the Lincoln School in Garwood won first place, George Cueva (not
pictured) from Duarte-Marti School  No. 28 in Elizabeth won second place and
Eliana Ficarra from Lincoln School in Garwood won third place.

Library Friends Post
Book Sale Dates

CRANFORD — The Friends of the
Cranford Public Library will hold their
used book sale in the Friendly Book
Cellar at the Cranford Public Library
on Wednesday, June 7, 4 to 8:30 p.m.;
Thursday and Friday, June 8 and 9, 10
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and Saturday, June
10, 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

More than 10,000 adult and
children’s books, as well as CDs, DVDs
and recorded books, will be available.
Prices will range from 25 cents to $2,
except for a few specially-marked
items. Saturday will be Bag Day; shop-
pers may fill a bag with books for $8.

The library is located at 224 Wal-
nut Avenue, Cranford, and the en-
trance to the sale is through the side
door, just off the main parking lot.
The sale is wheelchair-accessible.
Proceeds will benefit the library.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will hold a public
hearing on June 1, 2017 at 7:30 pm,
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the appli-
cation for a Temporary Operating Permit
for Krieguer O. Chavez, 446 Flanders Av-
enue, Block 1103, Lot 27, R-3A Zone who
proposes to operate and park one (1) five
passenger town car limousine (with limou-
sine plates) overnight in the above noted
driveway contrary to the following section
of the Zoning Ordinance:

23-2.3(d)-Regulations Applicable to
all Zones:

No front yard shall be used for open
storage of boats, trailers, vehicles or equip-
ment except for passenger automobile
parking on driveways…

Permission for a period of one (1) year,
if granted, is pursuant to Section 23-4.3
allowing for temporary permission to oper-
ate a limousine business.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 5/18/17, The Times Fee: $29.58

Christie Signs Kean,
Bramnick Code Blue Law

TRENTON — Legislation sponsored
by Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) and Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) to help
homeless individuals during severe win-
ter weather events is now law after it was
signed by Governor Chris Christie.

 “Extremely cold weather can put
our homeless population in incred-
ible danger,” Senator Kean said. “It’s
important that we were able to move
this legislation forward with plenty of
time in the upcoming warm months to
implement these changes and ensure
we can help people this winter.”

“Government’s primary responsi-
bility is to protect its residents. That is
the purpose of this measure,” Mr.
Bramnick added. “Too often we hear
about people who froze to death or
died from heat exhaustion because
they were left exposed to the ele-
ments. Helping them find shelter dur-
ing extreme weather conditions is the
right thing to do.”

The new law requires county
emergency management coordina-
tors to establish a “code blue” pro-
gram to identify at-risk individuals
prior to or during a severe weather
event and help them voluntarily find
appropriate shelter. An alert would
be issued 24 hours prior to a severe
weather event such as a snow emer-
gency or temperatures at or below
40 degrees Fahrenheit, excessive
heat, or other weather-related con-

ditions.
Union County established its own

Code Blue program when freezing tem-
peratures set in. It began in December
2007 and was the first countywide ser-
vice of its kind in New Jersey, accord-
ing to the Union County website.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

An ordinance was introduced by the
Town Council of the Town of Westfield on
May 16, 2017. Copies of this ordinance
can be obtained without cost in the Town
Clerk’s Office at the Westfield Town Hall,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey during normal business hours.

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2081

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
AND SUPPLEMENTING
CHAPTER 24, ENTITLED
“STREETS AND SIDE-
WALKS,” OF THE “CODE OF
THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
“ IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH
A NEW SECTION THEREOF
TO BE KNOWN AS ARTICLE
VIII, “SIDEWALK SIGNS.”

Summary: This ordinance amends and
supplements Chapter 24, entitled “Streets
and Sidewalks”, of the “Code of the Town
of Westfield” in order to permit temporary
free standing sidewalk signs.

This ordinance is scheduled for adop-
tion on June 6, 2017 at 8:00 p.m. or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 5/18/17, The Leader Fee: $33.15

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a professional service contract pursuant to
the “non-fair and open” process (N.J.S.A.
19:44A-20.5 et seq.). This contract and
Resolution No. 2017-198 authorizing said
contract are available for public inspection
at the office of the Municipal Clerk.

Awarded to: CGP & H, 101 Interchange
Plaza, Suite 301, Cranbury, New Jersey
08512-3716.

Service: Administration of affordable
housing units

Term: One (1) year term
Fee: Not to exceed $5,625.00

Tara Rowley
Township Clerk

1 T - 5/18/17, The Leader Fee: $18.36

Lance Votes Against
New Health Care Bill

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gress on Thursday passed, by a vote
of 217 to 213, the Republican health-
care law, designed to replace
Obamacare.

Locally, Rep. Leonard Lance (R-
7th) voted against the bill. He re-
leased the following statement:

“Like many of my colleagues I
ran in support of repealing
Obamacare and replacing it with a
plan that lowers premiums, drives
down health-care costs, encourages
competition and gives every Ameri-
can access to quality, affordable
health insurance.

“I campaigned on a plan that pro-
tects those with pre-existing condi-
tions and provides a stable transi-
tion for those forced into Obamacare
at no fault of their own. And I ran on
the promise of not simply repealing
Obamacare and returning to the sta-
tus quo but offering something bet-
ter. The House-passed bill doesn’t
achieve these goals.

“Additionally, important cost-sav-
ing provisions like purchase of poli-
cies across state lines, small busi-
ness pooling and medical malprac-
tice reform are absent from
[Thursday’s] legislation. And it has
yet to be analyzed for cost and ef-
fects by the Congressional Budget
Office,” he said.

Jim Lowney/County of Union
K9 TRAINING GRADUATES...Union County Sheriff Joseph Cryan con-
gratulates Patrolman Christopher Laver and K9 Jada of the Hackettstown
Police Department, Patrolman Matthew Casterline and K9 Chase of the
Hillside Police Department, Officer Albert Bauer and K9 Diesel and Officer
Shannon Dinella and K9 Basilone from the Somerset County Sheriff’s Office
on graduating the Union County’s Sheriff’s Office K9 Training Academy
during the graduation ceremony for Class 17-01 in Summit. They were
joined by Somerset County Sheriff Frank Provenzano, Hackettstown Police
Chief James Macaulay and Sergeant Brian Howarth of the Union County
Sheriff’s K-9 Unit.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

A Quiet Passion
Rhyme and Reason

4 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

Digging into my trove of words
rarely used to describe most mov-
ies, but certainly apt in the case of
director Terence Davies’s biopic of
the American poet Emily Dickinson,
A Quiet Passion, I have located and
here employ the term, highbrowed.
Truth be told, though I spent much
of my formative years at institu-
tions of higher learning where one
can stave off the inevitability of
work and earn a degree or two by
paying the tuition and showing up
for class somewhat regularly, I esti-
mate that I just barely learned
enough to appreciate this master-
piece.

Continuing in my hifalutin assay
of expressions pertinent to this
highly intelligent work, note that
I’ve never really liked referring to a
film as diverting. Diverting from
what? The mere idea conjures all
sorts of beleaguering horrors that
have caused me to duck into the
local Bijou, like Quasimodo seek-
ing sanctuary in Notre Dame. How-
ever and nonetheless, sitting in the
theater and munching on the high
ideals and civility that encompass
the albeit often sad and gloomy life
of this major American literary fig-
ure, I had indeed temporarily made
an escape of sorts.

Outside, lousy drivers were
screaming obscenities, crooked ty-
coons, oligarchs and politicians
were teaming to feed their money
addiction, and half our numbers
couldn’t care less about the
wellbeing of their fellow country-
men. Their behavior all but abne-
gates the beauty of such higher con-
templations. I am for the moment
safe inside, a snob, unwilling to
relinquish what the fuddy-duddy,
patriotic grammar school teachers
taught me about the Founding Fa-
thers’ dreams. It was about creating
a society where truth and humane
pursuits would be held in esteem,
not scoffed.

Up on the screen, sweet Miss
Dickinson, beset with the analogous
troubles of her own time, understands
only too well the nihilism, despair
and loneliness that comes of
humankind’s inability/and or desire
to best utilize the gift of democracy
it has been bestowed. And, because
she is a woman nearly a century
before suffrage is enacted, and sla-
very is still very much the law of the
land among her Southern neighbors,
these and other grave political mat-
ters can’t hide from her condemna-
tion, wittily slipped into the poet’s
politely acerbic commentary.

Listening to Dickinson’s obser-
vations as she interacts with rela-
tives and friends on the way to be-
coming a dedicated poet, though
hardly acknowledged in her own
time, you wish you had a libretto to
reflect on later. Culled from her
correspondences and doubtlessly
tweaked for effect by director-writer
Davies, the steady stream of ex-
quisitely delivered bon mots repre-
sents only a portion of the thespic
excellence Cynthia Nixon exempli-
fies in her empathic, loving and
cerebrally astute depiction of the
literary lioness.

Set at the family home in Amherst,
Massachusetts, from where the ulti-
mately reclusive Miss Dickinson
rarely ventured, the action, though
composed mostly of conversations,
achieves an absorbing fluidity.
While this is in part due to some
very engaging performances by
those playing the writer’s family
members and her inner coterie, ku-
dos goes to the cinematographer’s
dramatically perceptive survey of
the Dickinson home’s interior. The
peripatetic camera caresses the walls
and appurtenances, poetically
matching the emotional and literary
subjects at hand.

Complementing the quietly ex-
citing visuals are the wonderful,
period piece costumes, at once dig-
nifying and hampering in their per-
ceived rigidity. You muse, ‘Gee,
how long does it take to put that
stuff on every day? I’m itchy just

thinking about it.’ But it is an often
gauzy view we get. Perhaps offset-
ting to some filmgoers, but an
achievement in ambient lighting, the
art director’s realistic settings say
volumes about the sociological ef-
fect that dim and tentative candle-
light had on our pre-Edison ances-
tors. While limiting in a host of
ways, it certainly bred thinking.

And in that persuading light, the
mulling so telling of the times most
often alights on thoughts of the
church, faith, piety and the near
certainty of an afterlife. In this re-
spect, our poet célèbre, adamant
about not letting anyone dictate her
relationship with G-d, is terrifically
eloquent in her speculations. Un-
like her father, an avowed true be-
liever, but like him in that lawyer
Edward Dickinson is imbued with
that liberal Yankee spirit, Emily is a
caution to friends and family who
are adoringly appalled by her inde-
pendent thinking. We applaud it.
You go Emily!

But beware, dear reader. As film-
maker Davies’s splendid effort all
but assures that his narrative is as
accurate as the medium allows, it
comes as no surprise when he pulls
no punches. In time, following an
enchanting exposition that cel-
ebrates the seemingly limitless pros-
pects of a brilliant mind, the as-
saulting rigors that bend our des-
tiny rear their often ugly heads. But
this, alas, is where life’s lessons are
learned. And it is through Emily
Dickinson’s beautifully humanistic
example that “A Quiet Passion” fer-
vently enunciates the inescapable
poetry in our journey.

***
A Quiet Passion, rated PG-13, is a

Music Box Films release directed by
Terence Davies and stars Cynthia
Nixon, Jennifer Ehle and Duncan
Duff. Running time: 125 minutes.

UCPAC Hosts Wine, Cheese,
Chocolate Party Fundraiser

Majestic Winds to Perform
Concert at Ehrhart Gardens

Madrigal Singers to present
Spring Concert on May 21

WORKING IT...There are still two chances to see 9 to 5, The Musical, at CDC
Theatre in Cranford on Friday, May 19 and Saturday, May 20. Based on the 1980
hit movie with music and lyrics by Dolly Parton, this hilarious story of friendship
and revenge in the Rolodex era is outrageous, thought-provoking, and even a little
romantic. Pictured, from left to right, Hannah Schroeder as Doralee, Melissa
Timpson as Violet and Kara Wilson as Judy are pushed to the boiling point and
concoct a plan to get even with the sexist, egotistical, lying, hypocritical bigot they
call their boss. In a hilarious turn of events, Violet, Judy and Doralee live out their
wildest fantasy - giving their boss the boot. For tickets and information, visit
www.cdctheatre.org.

You’ll Get
 Results with

Classified Ads!
     One classified advertiser tells 
another what a big selling job a little 
LEADER/TIMES Ad can do. The 
classified advertising section of these 
newspapers are like a great “market 
place” where buyer meets seller . . . 
with the most gratifying results for 
both. Try and see!

908-232-4407
goleader.com/form/classified

Memorial Day Passport Fair at  
Westfield Post Office 

153 Central Ave 
Westfield, NJ 07090 

Monday May 29, 2017 
9:00AM-1:00PM

Come in without appointment to apply for a passport, get photo taken and sent out all in one day. 

For Additional Information visit us at: 
https://www.usps.com/international/passports.htm

Standard Processing  
4-6 weeks 
$80 UNDER age 16 
$110 OVER age 16 
Fees paid to: 
US Dept. Of State 

Expedited Processing 
 2-3 weeks 
$60 Expediting 
$15.45 Express Mail Return 
Fees paid to: 
US Dept. Of State 

Per Applicant Paid to: 
USPS 
$25 Execution Fee 
$15 Photos 
Expedited optional 
Express Mail $23.75 

Download & print or fill out applications in 
BLACK INK ONLY 

in advance at: 

www.travel.state.gov 

If you complete your application in advance 

DO NOT SIGN IT. 
You will be required to sign it in person when 

You bring it to a Post Office Location. 

ORIGINAL: 
Raised Seal Birth Certificate with Parental Information or Naturalization Document REQUIRED 

Cash, Check or Money Order only 

908-482-8855

RAHWAY – Aside from warm, pool
weather and bright green foliage, this
summer also brings the Union County
Performing Arts Center's Wine,
Cheese and Chocolate Party back to
Rahway. This event is a yearly
fundraiser for the UCPAC, a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization whose mis-
sion statement reads: to "provide qual-
ity programming and performances
that strive to be educational, afford-
able, and enrich the arts within our
diverse communities." Those wish-
ing to support the theater and attend
the tasting, which will take place on
Friday, June 2 from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. at the theater's Hamilton Stage,
must be 21 or over. The event will be
held outside of the venue under a tent.
In the event of rain, the event will still
take place and will be moved inside.

The opportunity to socialize with
new and old friends and network with
supporters of the performing arts
makes this event a priceless experi-
ence. The wine for the evening is
provided by various vendors through
Witty's Fine Wines and Liquors and
Metro Liquors, located locally in
Rahway. There will also be a selec-
tion of cheeses and delicious choco-
lates for patrons to enjoy. From 6 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m., pianist Joe Regan will
provide musical accompaniment to
this evening of food and friends. Mr.

Regan's achievements include win-
ning a MAC (Manhattan Association
of Cabarets) Award in 2007 for Best
Revue and being nominated in 2008,
2009, 2010, and 2015 for Piano Bar
Instrumentalist.

Tickets to UCPAC's Wine, Cheese
and Chocolate Party are $25 and can
be purchased online at ucpac.org, over
the phone by calling (732) 499-8226
or in person at the box office.

A package deal is also available at
ucpac.org/packages, which includes
tickets to both the Party and “He Said,
She Said," an Ivy League of Comedy
event taking place after the Party at 9
p.m. on the Hamilton Stage. Two co-
medians, Jon Fisch and Ophira
Eisenberg, the former single and the
latter married, provide commentary
on their very different lives. The price
of the package deal is $45, meaning
patrons can save $10 by buying to-
gether rather than purchasing for each
event separately. Box office hours are
Tuesday through Saturday 11 a.m. to
5 p.m., with extended hours of 11
a.m. to 8 p.m. on Thursdays.

The Union County Performing Arts
Center's box office is located at 1601
Irving Street, Rahway. Hamilton Stage,
where both events will be held, is
located at 360 Hamilton Street in
Rahway and is easily accessible to
major roads and public transportation.

UNION – Majestic Winds, the pro-
fessional wind band of the New Jer-
sey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA),
will present a spring concert at the
Ehrhart Gardens, 100 Frances Court,
Union on Thursday, May 25 at 7:30
p.m. The ensemble will be directed
by Howard Toplansky, an NJWA staff
instrumental instructor.

“Our musical offerings are geared
to please a variety of musical tastes
and range from Renaissance to Rag-
time favorites,” stated Mr. Toplansky.

“Das Pensionat” Overture by Franz
von Suppe, Selections from “The Um-
brellas of Cherbourg” by Michel
Legrand and “Accelerations Waltz”
by Johann Strauss will be the main
selections on the first half of the con-

cert.  “Ballet Egyptien” by Alexandre
Luigini,  “Night in the Tropics” by
Louis Moreau Gottschalk and Hono-
lulu Rag will also be featured on this
program. Several fine marches will
also be performed which include
“Sons of the Brave” by Thomas
Bidgood, and “Arromanches” by
Albert E. Kelly.

Additional numbers included in this
concert are: “Folk Festival” by Dmitri
Shostakovich and “Millennium Ech-
oes” by Dan Barlawsky.

This event is open to the public.
Admission is free and contributions
will be gratefully accepted. For addi-
tional information about NJWA or
Majestic Winds, call (908) 789-9696
or email njwaband@att.net.

New Jersey Protégée Joins
NJFO for Season Finale

WESTFIELD – The Madrigal Sing-
ers will present their annual Spring
Concert, “Summer is Coming,” on
Sunday, May 21 at the First United
Methodist Church, One East Broad
Street, in Westfield at 3 p.m. General
admission, available at the door, is
$15; admission for students and se-
niors is $10.

The program will feature music
from the English Golden Age, includ-
ing Thomas Tallis’ Lamentations of
Jeremiah, Part I, and works by Will-
iam Byrd, John Dowland, Orlando
Gibbons, Henry Purcell and many
others.

The Madrigal Singers are an a
capella choral group specializing in
Mediaeval and Renaissance music.
The group, founded in 1948, is cur-
rently under the direction of John
Sichel, and is comprised of sopranos
Martha Desmond, Heather Keith and
Amy Wechsler; altos Donna
Brumbaugh, Roberta Lichtenberg,
Jennifer Melick, Holly Hartline and
Sarah Riffel; tenors Tim Brown, Ri-
chard DeVany, Christopher Ferro and
Gustavo Sanchez; and basses Greg
Hartline, Scott Hobson and Kirk
Robbins. Judy Sullivan will perform
the readings.

The center piece of the living room
is a framed kimono, brought to
America by a great, great uncle of
the owner, William Bullitt.

A residence that houses children,
the second floor boasts of unique
bedrooms designed in vibrant col-
ors, a spacious “art room” on the
first floor with a display of children’s
artwork and a one-of-a-kind powder
room that features family photo-
graphs.

Other notable trademarks in the
home include a large triptych in the
dining room that depicts a scene of
water and mountains, china and crys-
tal closets that display family an-
tiques and a basement that acts as a
mini-apartment.

The Ferguson Home, a colonial on
Highland Avenue, built in 1910, de-
signed by Marty McDevitt, possesses
a number of distinctive antiques from
an Indiana farm belonging to the
owners of the residence.

Some of the notable antiques in-
clude a trunk that was used to trans-
fer important papers that belonged
to the Vice-President during the War
of 1812, a spinning wheel that acts
as a focal point in the living room,
and a church pew from a 1800’s
decommissioned church on the fam-
ily property that sits in the office.

The black and white framed pho-
tographs of the Indiana farm that
adorn the walls in the second floor
guest room, taken in the 1930’s, go
one step further to give the house a
historical feel.

Other interesting features include
a fireplace in the living room set off
by mirrors and a rare book collec-
tion inherited by the owner from her
grandfather, who served as presi-
dent of the American University in
Cairo, and a collection of family
quilts framed in the master bedroom.

The tour also featured live music
provided by gifted musicians from
the Junior Musical Club in Westfield
and proceeds from the tour go to the
NJFO and to support educational
outreach and music therapy programs.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

Home Tour

Sophia Bacelar

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, May
20 at 7 p.m. at the Presbyterian Church
in Westfield New Jersey Festival Or-
chestra (NJFO) will presents “Battle
of the Titans,” where Tchaikovsky
meets Mahler in a magnificent season
finale of dazzling bravura and epic
instrumentation.

The orchestra will be joined by the
outstanding Cuban-Chinese cellist
Sophia Bacelar as soloist for
Tchaikovsky’s cheerful and im-
mensely demanding cello showpiece
Variations on a Rococo Theme, one
of the composer’s most popular
pieces.

Characterized by
carefree charm and
grace, the work reflects
Tchaikovsky’s adoration
of the music of Mozart
and his idealized percep-
tion of the 18th century
rococo style. The cello
part is highly virtuosic
and demanding of the
soloist, becoming in-
creasingly expansive
and technically brilliant
as the variations
progress.

Internationally acclaimed young
cellist Sophia Bacelar is ready to take
on this challenge. Playing on a 1914
Giulio Degani cello restored by her
father, luthier Alejandro Bacelar, who
lives and works in Martinsville, NJ,
Sophia has already performed as so-
loist throughout Europe, North
America, and Asia in various presti-
gious venues such as Carnegie Hall,
the Berliner Philharmonie, Le Théâtre
des Champs-Élysées, Cité de la
Musique, the Fondation Louis
Vuitton, and Alice Tully Hall. In 2016,
she was awarded 2nd Prize at the
Antonio Janigro International Com-
petition.  Before The Juilliard School
and Le Conservatoire National
Supérieur de Paris, Sophia attended
high school in Martinsville, NJ. She
is currently pursuing her graduate
studies at the Hochschule für Musik
Hanns Eisler as well as working at the
Fondation Louis Vuitton as a laureate
of the "Classe d'Excellence."

With its innovative harmonies, tech-
nically challenging orchestration, and
spellbinding emotional range,
Mahler's monumental Symphony No.
1 then brings the NJFO 2016-2017
season to an inspiring and soul-stir-

ring conclusion. This wild, exuberant
First Symphony is epic in all propor-
tions and the full power of the New
Jersey Festival Orchestra will be on
heroic display.

Says NJFO Music Director David
Wroe, “I think this concert will be the
dramatic high point of the NJFO sea-
son. You won't want to miss this young
celebrity in the making who clearly
has a brilliant career ahead. And the
outstanding music will leave you up-
lifted and refreshed. I can hardly imag-
ine a better way to round off what has
been a wonderful year for us.”

WQXR writer and
music historian,
Michael Rosin will of-
fer a free pre-concert
lecture for ticket hold-
ers at 6 p.m. in the Pres-
byterian Church
Chapel. Michael’s lec-
ture is an informative
and engaging way to
learn more about the
composers and their re-
spective masterpieces
before the concert.

“Battle of the Titans”
takes place on Saturday,

May 20 at 7 p.m. at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield and will be re-
peated on Sunday, May 21 at 3 p.m. at
The Concert Hall, Drew University
in Madison. Tickets range in price
from $28 to $76 with a special dis-
count price of $15 for students. For
tickets and further information, go to
www.njfestivalorchestra.org or call
(908) 232-9400.

The Sleeping Beauty at the
War Memorial in Trenton

NEW BRUNSWICK – Princeton
Ballet School, the official school of
American Repertory Ballet, will
present the full-length classical ballet
The Sleeping Beauty on Saturday,
May 20 at the Patriots Theater at the
War Memorial in Trenton, NJ. Per-
formances will be at 2 p.m and 7 p.m.
Tickets are $35 and are on sale now at
www.arballet.org.

Any enrolled Princeton Ballet
School student is able to participate
in the annual spring production, in-
cluding young students in children’s
ballet levels and adult students in
open enrollment classes.

For more information about Ameri-
can Repertory Ballet and Princeton
Ballet School, please visit
www.arballet.org

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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Skating Through Life at
Hamilton Stage in Rahway

©2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and 

the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. www.BHHSNJ.comFIND US ON:

WESTFIELD OFFICE | 215 North Avenue West | 908.232.5664

1166 HETFIELD AVENUE

2209 PRINCETON AVENUE

$1,249,000 Westfield  
www.21BurringtonGorge.com

$429,900 Scotch Plains 
www.2223PineTer.com

$949,000 Westfield
www.831CranfordAve.com

$399,900    Scotch Plains 
www.2315-Westfield-Ave.com

$775,000    Scotch Plains
www.1166-Hetfield-Ave.com

$394,000    Scotch Plains
www.2209PrincetonAve.com

$1,545,000 Scotch Plains 
www.9-Carri-Farm-Ct.com 

$739,900 Cranford
www.18-Adams-Ave.com

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY 1PM - 4PM BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

9 CARRI FARM COURT

18 ADAMS AVENUE

831 CRANFORD AVENUE

2315 WESTFIELD AVENUE

Union County Performing Arts Center • Rahway, NJ • 732.499.8226 • www.ucpac.org

Rainy Weather Doesn’t Deter
Crowds From Notable Home Tour

Robyn Orr-Gioffre for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STUNNING QUARTERS...The master bedroom at the Altobelli Home on Wyan-
dotte Trail features a gas fireplace.

Robyn Orr-Gioffre for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RELAXING SETTING..The living room with antique spinning wheel at the
Ferguson Home on Highland Avenue is a relaxing space.

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Inclement weather
on Saturday did not deter crowds
from participating in the New Jersey
Festival Orchestra (NJFO) 2017 Tour
of Notable Homes, a spring-time tra-
dition that started in Westfield in

1984. Onlookers took part in a self-
guided tour of four exceptional north-
side residences in Westfield.

The recently updated Altobelli
Home, a Mediterranean-style villa
in a section of Westfield known as
Indian Forest, is all stone and capped
by four, four-sided gables.

Inspired by southern European

castles, built by Ralph Rapuano Jr.,
of Elegant Homes Building, the en-
trance to the home opens up to a
dramatically dark, curved wood stair-
case accentuated by a wrought iron
railing leading to the second floor.

“It’s elegant and it doesn’t feel
stuffy,” tour guide Sherrie Natko
commented during the showing.

The Great Room has unique fea-
tures including a stone fireplace sur-
rounded by bookshelves and a cof-
fered ceiling with mahogany beams,
creating a cozy family atmosphere.
Home to three children, the home
includes a basement “dance room”
that features mirrors, a basketball
hoop and walls painted with graffiti
murals.

Other notable features include a
large marble-surfaced island break-
fast bar at the center of a spacious
kitchen and French doors that open
to a patio overlooking a custom cre-
ated lighted landscaped area with a
pool for entertaining in the evenings.

The gabled Habgood-Zanfagna
residence, a Queen Anne family
home on Dudley Avenue, built in
1895, has an outside exterior accen-
tuated by a wrap-around verandah.

Described by Interior Designer
Kingsley Belcher Knauss as a mix of
antique and contemporary styles, the
effect is “eclectic.”

The 16-room house, that stands on
three quarters of an acre, has an oak
and glass door that opens to a ma-
hogany staircase with a 19th Cen-
tury gargoyle newel post.

Architect Gregory Talmont de-
scribes his favorite creation in the
dwelling as the illuminated ceiling
in the center hall.

Mr. Talmont told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times the ceiling “was the
first idea that we had for a big, total
master plan renovation and a lot of
what we did, it all speaks back to re-
energizing the center of the house
and making it something that has a
sort of a sense of wonder to it.”

Some other remarkable hallmarks
of the home include a formal dining
room with a coffered ceiling and
leaded glass windows and a master
bedroom suite with a fireplace and
an impressive view of the grounds.

Owner, Linda Habgood, co-owner
of a financial advisory business and
a Westfield resident since 2000, is
currently running for town council
in the first ward.

The Silver-Verga Home, decorated
by Mimi and Hill Design Studio, built in
1937, on Kimball Avenue is owned by
Interior Designer Miriam Silver-Verga.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY – It’s always exciting to
see a fledgling production take wings
and fly with the concepts and ideas
that jump from notes, to a working
script and finally to a full production.
That final stage happened last Friday
night with the unveiling of a new rock
musical at Rahway’s Hamilton Stage,
a part of the Union County Performing
Arts Center.

Hit Her with the Skates, with book
and lyrics by Christine Rea and music
and lyrics by Rick Briskin is set in 1994
at the Windy City Skating Rink. A
beautiful, blonde, Grammy-winning
rock singer, Jaqueline Miller, (true su-
perstar Kristin Piacentile) expertly belts
out her latest hit, “Lovin’ the Life I
Live” with accompaniment by her five-
piece band. Unfortunately, she really
isn’t loving her life on the road. She’s in
love with a no-good, cheating boy-
friend because, as she says repeatedly,
“He makes me happy.”  But by the end
of the two-act show, she realizes that
she needs to rethink that choice.

While on her national tour, flash-
backs take Jaqueline back in time to her
12-year-old pudgy, insecure brunette
self, Jackie (adorable Amy Toporek).
Friday night’s opening saw older audi-
ence members doing a lot of reminisc-
ing through flashbacks from the ‘90s to
the ‘70s. Those flashbacks have
Jaqueline shadowing her younger self.

Scenic designer Josh Iacovelli has
created an extensive walk through his-
tory period appropriate lamps, art
work, furniture and a mirrored disco

ball for the skating rink. Costume de-
signer Lindsay McWilliams’ use of
bell bottoms, skinny poor boy tops and
Farah Fawcett and Dorothy Hamill
hairdos bring smiles of recognition.
On opening night, staunch supporters
were out in force eating up every bit of
nostalgia for things they probably said
and did when they were young. Young
Jackie and her best friend Meghan
(Kelsey Stalter) belt “The Ouija Song”
to great applause. It seemed like the
older women in the audience were
nodding, remembering when they re-
lied on that magical board for advice.

Make no mistake. There’s no deep
characterization here; it’s easy to tell
the “bad” kids like Tonya (Madeline
Fansler) and Russ (Kyle Jurassic)
through their tough attitudes and be-
havior. But the universality of the piece
comes through loud and clear because
although kids may look different from
the ‘70s, many of the same concerns of
teens back then plague kids today.

“I’m Crushin’ on You,” sung by
Scotty (Andy Savage) and Jackie, is a
cleverly staged number. At the Rink,
these two teens who are novices at
romance, experience an adorably awk-
ward scene cleverly choreography by
Gina Ventura. The full-out dance/skate
scenes are also well done with the
characters wearing shoes that resemble
skates. The fancy footwork of master
“skater” Jack (Chris Walker) boasts
fluid movement. With a terrific set of
pipes and dashing smile as well, Mr.
Walker is reminiscent in manner and
voice of a young Ben Vereen.

The talented duo of John Treacy
Egan and Heather Patterson King play

Jackie’s dad and mom whose loving
relationship makes the superstar real-
ize what’s she’s been missing in her
life. Ten actors, seven of whom are
members of Actors Equity, take on
multiple roles. They and the five mu-
sicians effortlessly breathe life into
this fun, new work. With director
Michael Schiralli and music director
Brandon Ethridge, the production is in
good hands.

So, in the collaboration with the
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter, this is the first big step in the
process of getting this creative show
Hit Her with the Skates rolling and off
the ground. The production continues
Thursday, May 25 through Saturday,
May 27 at 8 p.m. For tickets for the
whole family age 11 or older, call
(732) 499-8226 or visit the website at
HitHerWithTheSkates.com.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21



• Education Fund of Westfield

• McKinley School - Plantings/Walkways

• Washington School - Plantings

• Tamaques School - Arbor Day Plantings

• Lincoln School - New Plantings

• Union Catholic - Services Donated

• The ARC of Union County - Service Donated

• Westfield Board of Ed - Hopscotch Courts

• St. Helen’s Church - Courtyard Garden

• Willow Grove Presbyterian  
  Church - Services Donated

• Scottish Rite Masonic Childrens  
  Learning Center - Service Donated

• Plantings in Memory of 9/11 Victims

• Foundation Park - Services Donated

• Union County’s Suburban Style Mag -  
  Recognized for Community Service

Community Service

Cut & Blow Special 

$29 per week
Grass cut, all edges trimmed & 
all porches, decks & driveways 

blown clean weekly!
New Customers only; Includes Most Homes

REFERRAL PROGRAM
The best source we have to 

attract new customers is you!
We depend upon your referrals, and wish to reward you for the kind 

word you spread to your neighbors, family & friends! Whenever 
a person chooses to start a new property maintenance program 

or landscape construction job with M&R due to your referral,

You get $50 OFF your next bill,  
and they get $25 OFF.

It’s that simple!

2013

908-233-0822 Visit us at: www.m-rlandscape.com

Winners of the  
Best of Westfield Award 

5 years in a row!
2014

2015 2016

 Members of: 

Farm Bureau, 

NJLCA, NJPLA, 

NJNLA

Certified by: 
ICPI, Techo-Bloc, Cambridge, 

Belgard

2012



Creators of Affordable Outdoor Living Spaces

908-233-0822
Family Owned & Operated for over 2 decades

Published in National Magazine:  
Green Industry Pro’s 2014 and 2015

We are not JUST the leading lawn maintenance company in town!

$500 Off
any patio, walkway or 
landscape installation

minimum $5,000
must be presented at contract signing

Poor Drainage? Wet Basement?

$100 off
Have your leaders on your home 

done the right way-Underground!
Minimum $1,000 Must be presented 

at contract signing

$300 Off
Any Patio, Walkway or 

Landscape Design
minimum $2,800

must be presented at contract signing

• Creative landscape designs & installation

• Patios & walkways - pavers, brick and bluestone

• Corrective grading and drainage solutions

• Landscape Lighting

• Lawn Renovations

• Stone and RRtie Walls

Email: m.rlandscape@yahoo.com

 Members of: 

Farm Bureau, 

NJLCA, NJPLA, 

NJNLA

Certified by: ICPI, Techo-Bloc, Cambridge, Belgard



ColdwellBankerHomes.com
© 2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.  All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. 

Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 Central Ave, Westfield, NJ 07090 | 908.233.5555

Mortgage Services: 908.361.4972 

Tree lined streets and spacious properties create
the atmosphere that has long been a hallmark of
Westfield.  An outstanding school system, award-

winning downtown, convenience to New York
City and Newark Liberty Airport, and easy access
to major roadways have helped make Westfield a

top town when deciding where to put down roots.
Generations have kept the tradition of living in
Westfield - enjoying the old- world charm and

conveniently located downtown.

Currently we have some ‘once in a lifetime’ offer-
ings of homes featuring the charm of days gone
by while at the same time seamlessly updated to
meet the demands of today's lifestyle.  With an
emphasis on tradition, from the opening day of
Baseball Parade to our Memorial Day parade, as
well the annual 5K Pizza Run and Holiday Stroll

in December, this is a town evoking yesteryear yet
moving gracefully toward the future.

tradition
Rooted in

Westfield

251 E Dudley Ave - $3,150,000

335 Woodland Ave -$2,195,000

1040 Wychwood Rd - $1,699,000

180 Lincoln Rd - $1,579,000 935 Minisink Way - $1,550,000

5 Bennett Pl - $1,550,000

1081 Minisink Way - $2,250,000

12 Breeze Knoll Dr - $1,750,000

520 Colonial Ave - $1,599,000

445 Topping Hill Rd - $1,495,00048 Barchester Way $1,549,000

Time to make your move up
in a town you already

call home, 

Coldwell Banker’s only 
International President’s Premier

Office in New Jersey
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Key hits, especially in the top
of the fourth and sixth innings,
and a steady performance from
senior pitcher Connor Scanlon
kept the fourth-seeded
Westfield High School baseball
team in the driver’s seat en
route to its 15th Union County
Tournament (UCT) champion-
ship with a 6-3 victory over
second-seeded Cranford at Kean
University in Union on May 12.

Westfield last won the title in
2014 with a 5-3 win over Gover-

nor Livingston after a fine pitch-
ing performance from Brad
DeMartino and also won UCT
title No. 13 in 2012 with a 13-3
swamping of Union at Williams
Field in Elizabeth. UCT title No.
12 came way back in 2006 when
the Blue Devils shut out Roselle
Catholic, featuring ace Nick
Nolan, 9-0, under the lights at
Memorial Field in Linden. In that
game, Brandon Cuba and Mike
Murray whacked home runs.

Pitted against Cougar ace Gor-
don Graceffo, Scanlon knew the
pressure was on but managed

to scatter seven hits and three
runs over five innings, while
hitting a pair of batters, walking
one and striking out two. Corey
Hiltz relieved in the sixth and
kept the 12-7 Cougars off-bal-
ance, yielding only a single to
Tyler Szczech (2-for-3, RBI),
while striking out two.

“This is my second time pitch-
ing against Cranford this year.
There’s definitely some pressure
but I just wanted to go out like I
do with every start and pitch a
normal game,” said Scanlon,
whose record this season im-
proved to 6-1.

PANCINI, XIAO, LaCORTE, LERIE RAP KEY RBI; BAKIE HR; ARMSTRONG, SZCZECH 2 HITS

Blue Devils Top Cougars, 6-3, for 15th UCT Baseball Title
“We knew what he could do. He

performed today and that’s all
we can ask from him,” co-cap-
tain Alex Pancini said.

Whenever a runner reached first
base, Scanlon demonstrated a
purely overt manner of looking
off the runner on first.

“I think part of pitching is in-

timidation and I try to use men-
tal games sometimes to help my
performance,” Scanlon com-
mented.

Graceffo allowed nine hits,
walked none but hit three bat-
ters, while striking out four. Three
of the hits came in the top of the
second when the Blue Devils
scored once. Chris Wagner poked
a leadoff single and Kobi Wolf
singled. After a strikeout, Jake
Vall-Llobera hit a sharp grounder
scooped by first baseman Tom
Armstrong, who tossed to short-
stop Brian Oblachinski, who no-
ticed Wagner heading home, so
he fired to catcher Mike McGee in
time to nail him at the plate.
Next, Blue Devil Mike Manning
slashed a sharp RBI single to
right.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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In the Cougar second,
Armstrong drilled a triple to cen-
ter and on the play, centerfielder
Stevie Barden was injured and
was replaced by Arthur Xiao, who
took over right field, while Wolf
shifted to center. Armstrong, who
finished 2-for-3, scored the first
of his two runs when Dan
Magliano (2-for-3) beat out an
infield single to tie the score.

The Westfield fourth inning was
interesting. James Friel (2-for-
4) hooked a double to right but
later got caught in a rundown
between second and third for the
first out. Vall-Llobera reached on
an error and was replaced by
courtesy runner Owen Kessler.
Manning was hit-by-a-pitch and
Xiao hopped an RBI single over
second. Pancini, who struck out
his first at-bat and was hit-by-a-
pitch in the third, stepped for-
ward and yanked a sharp two-
run double to left, giving Westfield
a 4-1 lead.

“In the beginning of the game,
I had a tough time but I had guys
to back me up,” Pancini com-
mented.

Armstrong got the Cougars go-
ing again in the fourth with a
leadoff single over second, moved
to second on Matt Perino’s walk
and scored on Szczech’s slow
single by short.

“I saw him well the first couple
of at-bats. I tried to not do too
much. I did what I had to do,”

Armstrong said.
Friel singled in a scoreless

Westfield fifth but Ryan Bakie (2-
for-4, stolen base) got the Cou-
gars excited with a solo blast
over the leftfield fence, tighten-
ing the score, 4-3.

“He was trying to work the
corner of the plate. He got me

with a fastball on the outside
corner pretty early. Tried to come
back with an inside fastball. I got
my hands around it and I took it
to left,” Bakie described.

The rally was cut short when
Pancini made a great over-the-
shoulder catch in shallow center
for the second out and Cougar
James Shriner got caught in a
rundown for the third out.

“It was kind of hit in no man’s
land. The outfielders were not
going to be able to get it and I
just went out to it and put my
best effort into it,” Pancini re-
called.

It appeared that the Blue Dev-
ils were not going to score in the
sixth with two outs and Pancini
on first but Matt LaCorte slammed
an RBI double to center and Jake
Lerie added icing with an RBI
single to right for a 6-3 lead. Hiltz
did the rest.

“We knew beating this team
three times was going to be

tough. We played together, big
hits, timely hits. I think what
really set the tone was Matt
LaCorte’s double. There were two
outs. That broke it open and
gave us the rally,” Pancini said.

“I had two hits. I got picked off
once. That wasn’t very good but
I have been hitting the ball well
lately and I am trying to help out
when I can as the DH. That’s all
I do,” Friel humbly said. “I don’t
know if it set in yet. I’m definitely
happy. I lost my voice again and
my head hurts from yelling.”

Accompanied with a sling sup-
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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porting his left arm, Victor Cruz
had to do some supporting of his
own from the dugout.

“I was cheering all game. My
voice is gone too. I am happy for
the win and I knew they could do
it all along. We had some big
hits. Alex had a big hit, James
had a big hit, Matt LaCorte had a

big hit. The big timely hits defi-
nitely got me going and we also
had some good pitching perfor-
mances with Connor and Corey
Hiltz. All that got me going,” he
said.

“We had great hits from un-
sung heroes today, like Artur
[Xiao] coming in the game after

Stevie [Barden] got hurt, and
Matt Manning, who is in for Victor
Cruz, who is out for the season.
Matt made great plays in the
field too and he had our first
RBI,” Scanlon emphasized.

“Arthur hasn’t got many oppor-
tunities but we all knew he was a
good player. When he came in,
we knew he would perform. There
was no step down during the
game and he came through with
some big hits and made nice
plays in the outfield,” Friel pointed
out.

“Like James said, he hasn’t had
many opportunities but we know
what he’s capable to do. Arthur
has been doing that and he has a
lot of range in the outfield,” Cruz
added.

“It was a real close game. We
just didn’t come out on top. That’s
baseball. It happens sometimes.
You just have to get back at it
and hopefully we will do better in
the state tournament,”
Armstrong said.

“Coach Mac [McCaffery] has
been to the state tournament
like 15 years, so he does a great
job of getting us prepared and
we are going to take it one game
at a time. Hopefully we get home
field advantage and we just do
what we can do in the states,”
Bakie said.

As a member of the Group 5
champion football team, Scanlon
felt particularly blessed.

“It’s really awesome. Winning
two championships in a year,
there is no better feeling,” he
said.
Westfield 010 302 0 6
Cranford 010 110 0 3

Probitas Verus Honos

More photos next page
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Blue Devils Top Cougars, 6-3, for 15th Union County Tournament Championship

More photos next page



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-5  Thursday, May 18, 2017

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Blue Devils Top Cougars, 6-3, for 15th Union County Tournament Championship
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* Baseball Raiders Score Five in Sixth; Defeat New Providence Pioneers, 6-0 *
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Westfield Blue Devils Outpace Cranford Cougars, 6-3, in Softball Showdown
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One-Seat Ride Talk Resurfaces
At Rail Coalition Meeting

By SHANNA C. KELLY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Ten percent of
the New Jersey Transit riders
come from the Raritan area, but
the correlating 10 percent of di-
rect rides to Manhattan is virtu-
ally nonexistent for these com-
muters, officials said at the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition meet-
ing held Monday night in the
Cranford Community Center.

During the meeting, which at-
tracted a packed room of com-
muters and elected officials from
area towns including Cranford
and Westfield, updates on the

coalition one-seat ride efforts as
well as other transportation-re-
lated topics such as the Hudson
River Tunnel Project, Amtrak’s
Gateway Project and the Penn
Station repairs were discussed.

At the December 16, 2016
meeting it was stated that add-
ing one-seat rides in off-peak
hours would not work because
of the money required for an-
other train set and crew, yard
space in Raritan, people to main-
tain the train, the electric power
to run it and more. Not to men-
tion that all the time slots cur-
rently are taken up.

Peter Palmer, chairman of the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition, who
also serves as chairman of the
North Jersey Transportation Plan-
ning Authority’s Board of Trust-
ees as well as Somerset County
Freeholder director, sent a letter
to the executive director at NJ
Transit, Steve Santoro, asking
for an 8 p.m. one-seat ride train.

According to Mr. Palmer, if
this train went to Penn Station
instead of Newark, then it would
not require all the extra costs
mentioned above and would not
interfere with the existing
schedule.

Mr. Palmer received no re-
sponse from Mr. Santoro.

Mindy Scarlett of Scarlett Ryan
Consulting expressed the ur-
gency of community members
utilizing the outlets that are avail-
able such as the Raritan Valley
Rail Coalition website and social
media.

“It’s all about making your
voices heard,” Ms. Scarlett said.

Currently, there is a petition
out for one-seat rides available
on the coalition’s website with
nearly 3,000 signatures, which
she hopes will increase in order
to make the issue more difficult
for politicians to ignore.

Ms. Scarlett shared that the
number of visitors to the Raritan
Valley Rail Coalition website has
decreased over the past six
months, adding to the urgency of
people acting to get the word out
about the petition through re-
sources such as Facebook.

But signatures on the petition
have not just been from train
riders; the issue at hand appears
to stretch a lot farther than the
convenience of commuters.

“This is more than about com-
muters,” said Kathleen Miller

WORKING IT...There are still two chances to see 9 to 5, The Musical, at CDC
Theatre in Cranford on Friday, May 19 and Saturday, May 20. Based on the
1980 hit movie with music and lyrics by Dolly Parton, this hilarious story of
friendship and revenge in the Rolodex era is outrageous, thought-provoking, and
even a little romantic. Pictured, from left to right, Hannah Schroeder as Doralee,
Melissa Timpson as Violet and Kara Wilson as Judy are pushed to the boiling
point and concoct a plan to get even with the sexist, egotistical, lying, hypocritical
bigot they call their boss. In a hilarious turn of events, Violet, Judy and Doralee
live out their wildest fantasy - giving their boss the boot. For tickets and
information, visit www.cdctheatre.org.

Alex Bernstein to Discuss
Comedy Circuit Memoir

CRANFORD — Cranford resi-
dent Alex Bernstein will talk about
his recently published memoir,
“Plrknib,” on Wednesday, May
31, at 7:30 p.m., at the Cranford
Community Center. The Com-
munity Center is located at 220
Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

In “Plrknib,” Mr. Bernstein takes
the “I’m with the band” vibe from
Almost Famous and flips it into
“I’m with the comics.” Mr.
Bernstein, also the author of “Mis-
erable Holiday Stories,” brings
his audience back to 1980 to tell
a coming-of-age story set in the
breakneck world of stand-up
comedy.

At 16, Mr. Bernstein became
the youngest regular at
Cincinnati’s premiere comedy
club, d.w. eye. But as the pres-
sure to keep up with the older

comics grew, he looked for some-
thing — some edge — to help him
compete. He then found one:
Plrknib, the perfect joke. But
using the joke came with a ter-
rible price.

Set against the bohemian,
downtown comedy boom of the
early ’80s, “Plrknib” is described
as a breezy, bittersweet memoir
about love, friendship and find-
ing one’s own punch lines. Mr.
Bernstein will have copies of
“Plrknib” available for purchase
and for signing. Admission is free
and all are welcome.

The Cranford Public Library will
sponsor this program. To see a
list of upcoming programs spon-
sored by the library and the
Friends of the Cranford Public
Library, go to cranfordlibrary.org
and click on Upcoming Events.

ARBOR OF LOVE...Union County Freeholder Chairman Bruce H. Bergen,
right, and Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, left, present resolutions to the sixth-
grade winners of the 2017 Union County Arbor Day Poetry Contest. Catherine
Dustin from the Lincoln School in Garwood won first place, George Cueva (not
pictured) from Duarte-Marti School  No. 28 in Elizabeth won second place and
Eliana Ficarra from Lincoln School in Garwood won third place. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Conservancy to Host
Family Movie Night

CRANFORD — The Hanson Park
Conservancy will sponsor a free
family movie night on Saturday,
May 20, at Hanson Park, located
at 38 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford.

Attendees are invited to bring
their blankets and chairs for
watching the film. Starting at
approximately 8 p.m., the fea-
ture presentation will be Moana,
starring the voices of Dwayne
Johnson and Auli’i Cravalho and
featuring music by Lin-Manuel
Miranda. It is the epic adventure
of a spirited teen and the demi-
god Maui and their voyage across
the ocean.

Popcorn and refreshments will
be available for sale. The rain
date is Friday, June 9. For more
information, visit
HansonParkConservancy.com.

CRANFORD
Thursday, May 4, Michael

Perkins, 33, of Kenilworth was
arrested and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI) after
police responded to the area of
Hillcrest Avenue and New Street
for a reported motor vehicle ac-
cident. Following an investiga-
tion at the scene, police deter-
mined that Perkins, the driver of
a 1991 Ford, was DWI and struck
multiple parked vehicles. Perkins
was arrested, processed and re-
leased to a family member pend-
ing a Municipal Court appear-
ance. He was issued motor ve-
hicle summonses for DWI, care-
less driving and failure to exhibit
documents.

Saturday, May 6, Janet Cruz-
Santos, 37, of East Brunswick
was arrested and charged with
DWI after a 2004 Acura was
stopped at the intersection of
Centennial Avenue and the Gar-
den State Parkway 136 North-
bound ramp for a turning viola-
tion. Following an investigation
at the scene, police determined
that Cruz-Santos was DWI. She
was arrested, processed and re-
leased to a friend pending a Mu-
nicipal Court appearance. Cruz-
Santos was issued motor vehicle
summonses for DWI, possessing
an open container of alcohol in a
motor vehicle, failure to turn and
careless driving.

Sunday, May 7, Kevin Artis, Jr.,
22, of Edison was arrested on
charges of possession of mari-
juana with the intent to distrib-
ute, possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS),
identified as heroin, possession
of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and posses-
sion of paraphernalia after a 1998
Oldsmobile was stopped at the
intersection of Raritan Road and
Centennial Avenue for a lane vio-
lation. Following an investiga-
tion at the scene, police located
a quantity of marijuana and
heroin inside the vehicle. The

driver, Artis, was arrested, pro-
cessed and released pending a
Superior Court appearance. Artis
was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for failing to maintain
lane, failure to use a turn signal,
driving with a suspended license
and possessing a CDS in a motor
vehicle.

Sunday, May 7, Salvatore
Tortorello, 28, of Garwood was
arrested and charged with pos-
session of synthetic cannab-
inoids, possession of a CDS (co-
caine) and contempt of court
after police responded to the area
of Orchard Street and Estelle
Place on a report of a suspicious
person. While checking the area,
police observed an individual,
Tortorello, matching the descrip-
tion. A further investigation re-
vealed that Tortorello had an
active warrant out of Howell Mu-
nicipal Court. While taking
Tortorello into custody police lo-
cated synthetic marijuana and a
pipe containing cocaine residue
directly in the vicinity of where
Tortorello was standing.
Tortorello was arrested, pro-
cessed and issued a Superior
Court appearance.

Prunty, director of Downtown
Business and Economic Devel-
opment of Cranford Township.
“This affects the whole commu-
nity.”

One-seat rides increase the
value of transportation to Man-
hattan from towns in the area,
therefore increasing the value of
the towns themselves as well as
the property values. This was
seen when towns such as South
Orange, Summit and Morristown
received one-seat rides.

People who have signed the
petition also include those who
looked at these towns and de-
cided not to move to them be-
cause of this key transportation
problem.

“When I first moved back to
New Jersey after having my first
two kids in the city, we looked at
the train schedules and we looked
at The Star-Ledger’s school re-
port,” said Lacey Rzeszowski of
Summit, a candidate for the New

Jersey General Assembly in the
21st Legislative District. “We
were down to loving these two
communities of Summit and
Westfield, and we ultimately
chose Summit because it was a
significantly faster commute from
Midtown Direct.”

Penn Station does not have the
capacity to add one-seat rides
like it did about 20 years ago for
towns like Summit. The capacity
will not likely increase for a num-
ber of years when the Gateway
Project is finished, enabling room
for 30 trains at the peak hour,
officials said.

Therefore, since Penn Station
currently does not have more
capacity, for the Raritan Valley
commuter line area to get a one-
seat ride train, someone else
would have to give one up, which
several people and legislators
have objected to.

Additionally, the Raritan area
would most likely need more than
one peak hour one-seat ride.

According to Mr. Palmer, hav-

Cranford Announces
Memorial Day Parade
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Recreation and Parks Department
has announced that its annual
Memorial Day Parade, with Peter
Klein of the U.S. Army as grand
marshal, will take place on Mon-
day, May 29.

Lineup will begin at the Cranford
Community Center, located at
220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, at
8:30 a.m. Marching will com-
mence at 9 a.m. and end with a
traditional memorial ceremony
at Memorial Park on Springfield
Avenue between Riverside Drive
and Central Avenue.

In the event of inclement
weather, services only will be
held at the Cranford Community
Center at 10 a.m. For further
information, call the Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department
at (908) 709-7283.

Library Friends Post
Book Sale Dates

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library will
hold their used book sale in the
Friendly Book Cellar at the
Cranford Public Library on
Wednesday, June 7, 4 to 8:30
p.m.; Thursday and Friday, June
8 and 9, 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
and Saturday, June 10, 10 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m.

More than 10,000 adult and
children’s books, as well as CDs,
DVDs and recorded books, will
be available. Prices will range
from 25 cents to $2, except for a
few specially-marked items. Sat-
urday will be Bag Day; shoppers
may fill a bag with books for $8.

The library is located at 224
Walnut Avenue, Cranford, and
the entrance to the sale is through
the side door, just off the main
parking lot. The sale is wheel-
chair-accessible. Proceeds will
benefit the library.

ing one one-seat ride would
“probably cause more problems
than solve because it would be a
zoo.”

Mr. Palmer also mentioned that
the tunnels of the Hudson Tunnel
project need to be made simul-
taneously with the Penn Station
repairs. He stressed that the vi-
sion for Penn Station needs to be
long term and not include politi-
cal involvement or saving a few
dollars since it is going to be
around for the next 50 years, not
five or 10.

‘Relax-Ercise’ Open
To Cranford Seniors
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Recreation and Parks Department
has announced that a new, 45-
minute program will be held at
the Cranford Community Center
for all interested Cranford senior
citizens.

Entitled “Relax-Ercise,” it is
structured for seniors and is de-
signed to oxygenate the brain,
increase energy, reduce stress
and help improve one’s immune
system.

The class will be held on Mon-
day mornings, beginning June 5,
from 9:15 to 10 a.m. The Cranford
Community Center is located at
220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.
Registration is open at the
Cranford Recreation and Parks
Department. For further infor-
mation, call the Cranford Com-
munity Center at (908) 709-
7283.

One-Seat Ride Talk Resurfaces at Rail Meeting

Correction to Link For
Centennial Village 5K
CRANFORD — In a previous

press release about the Centen-
nial Village Group’s annual 5K
Race on Sunday, June 4, the
sign-up link was incorrect. The
correct sign-up link is
www.racemine.com/centennial-
village. The deadline to pre-reg-
ister is still Sunday, May 21.




